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ClIAPTEJi I 

RoMf’la^ in the eml:>race o? a golden afternoon, one of th^se 
clear afternoons of auturfin wlnv^i hold no furetasfe 
^a^ess, b^t which Arc mellow arid soft, which sc/^gesW to 
tn^ miri^ the glory^ cd lia^cst, tie.* inerriiiK iit and o^julciice 
vintage, •>vhcn the sons of ink'll take from the earth 
her W'ith j<.)y ahd a ear<dess thankfulness. The 

^ose of the ilexes the 15orgh< se Gardens threw their 

flight u^n th^paths f^boift the Piazza di Siena, The tall 
pir^ trees showed their round dark heads on th^ crest of the 
i^ill by the Ikjrta Pineiana. But in tfie Giardino del Bago, 
near the t^nple of .'Esculapius, the red and the golden leavea 
wT]% falHog along tlu' edge uf the upa(]ue water, and the 
black figures of the stud' ^ts fr<^a the thee>logical colleges, 
who haunt this quiet eiiclosure, comi^ig and going among the 
ti^es, or bending motionless owt tle ir books of devotion in 
sheltered placesj^wsAre rclievt^d against a delicate wx>nder uf 
colour that toueied tie an with roinance. U})on the circular 
ridii^ crack that gi^dhes the*gra.ssy (jpc ii spacx wdiere games 
^re ^layed^ by the students and youths of Rome, officers in 
jLinik)rm cantered by, sittmg squarely on tlrar horses, Work- 
m^en in softtTiaW^ jackets loosely tied by the sleeves 

round their brawny flecks, went past smoking Toscanas, and 
talking^loudly. -Strangers, seeking the intimate spell of the 
Graeflous City, creamed on seats beneath hie pines laear the 
J^ceheril. Here anfl there a painter was reverently at 
wert:, helped pierffaps by the murmur of .w^ater /al]jig into 
th^ ra^ssy basin of an ai^ique fotmtain. Herf iind tSere 
a gay bicyclist s{^n by, and the purr of motor-car, Jor^t- 
ing the hi^ from the Piazza del Popolo, etniok a modom 
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note in the5€ Vagin gnYdcns. And the light 
children thrilled through the languorous air and Tang out in 

the sunshine. 

Per it was the chddreirs herur in the Villa Boi;ghese. 

^The stfUwart nurses in their flowing ribbons, with im.nense 
<plcaniing pins, almost like dag/fers, stuck thrrngu theh bead' 

J dresses^ w^ked proudly, earryibg, or wheeiiiig, their changes, 
the (^ark-eyed bimbi of Rome. Older children, clasping 
dolls, or c^ereRssly cherishing as aeenstomed possessi(5ns, 
^‘lovcal but thoroughly known, large Teddy bears, walked 
or skipped blithely along tie; jaiths, ervung but like birds 
to each otlier, darting tt> and fro as if full mvsterioii:* 
purpose not to be (li\ iii <1 by their elders, or ga/.ih’g od the 
ho1*semeri rand mot<»rs ^vith a C‘>il ‘entrati'sn b<‘liin(b which 
l^^vh^maJ tracts of dc^ir(c of d^nvy la p^ s, of bright, sp’^nig- 
ing imaglipatioiis, SoHic hoys \v< rc p!a\’irig footoall, Tiot 
eleverlV, but lustily, rY( rcising b iir-jr iimb'-’ with a rir^t^H’s 
joy, and filling the air with th< ir sits. Many your;^- girls, 
with bright, watchful c\S‘s and dcynirc lips, mo\n:JNl(jwiy 
with their English <>r (b rncjn g-ns'iiiesy^s towa^bc ^ 
P;neio. ^ 

It w'as a^aturdas* ;iiul at I liter o’eli.iek tticre wsaild be 
music in the kr-sk ffMiii tli<* Imid wf the baral)iniepi. 

S() tine was tlic aft' riiMon that a cytsud of people w^iuiil 
probablv' be there. It was <‘arlv in N<s\eniber, and tliungh 
the gay seas( )n ^ »f Ron ir li.f.l riMt b. ■gijh. Would not begin till 
after L'hristinas, thoiigri tie* C^stan/i liad m d \'eL‘ojxmed its 
(kie)rs to Opera-goers, and tliMugii many ol^ the Rismae ark- 
teM:^raey still ling("reJ in t heir*eb>untry phn.sbs, yet rllimeroufl 
palaces and apartments were ajready oceu])ied, most: o^ the 
diphsmats accredited to the (^>uiiinal rffid the Vatican ha^ 
returned to their duties, and in tlit hofeds igid JliV inniljuer- 
able pensiesns there waa a goodly niupidA.^ So the 

young girls and their governeesr.s walketl t(*watVds th^ Pineio, 
intent on heanng the niusie, but still me)re^intent onf havdng 
a peep at the woiid. 

As tt)e hour stniek, the ennduetoririeok his staftd in 
pillare(^ kiosk, settled his peaked cap firmly on^ his b?ad 
wi^ a^Paiitof martial res(»lution^ threw' hack his lon^^flo^k, 
lifted fiis arm, and the first notes of a pedj^eurri of airs fnjin 
Aluu rang out to tlie waiting crowd. 
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wa^ not a very large crowa aa yer, atfd it was not at 
all fashionable. The ohildrea were there, the young girls 
with their chapej^na, tourists, students, cirstfal old gcntJc- 
nifli mi th i^\^spaper8, odd Iftissians ayd Gf^mians, little 
'Frenoii painters in soft. hats, Mowing ties, ^ and corduroy 
trc 4 y&i;| t&^lookedjjke diviti^'d skirts;, independent English^ 
and Araefrcaii w^otiicu wit^ oj^^ra-glasses o^^er they* shoulders 
and gifidf^books in their hands. But there wei^^ fe’S’ gS.y 
* — ^ nrrttv women, few smart Italian Tjj^cn, •and not many 
of the Idle by year (;r->n'ie to wintci^ 

in The crowd on i>iric:io is not what ?t. used to be. 

And M early. \MirA lu.:. of the 

Pincio.aSd tht puw,9egg/u/u did comr*, tlcy woukls^ky^-trv^^ 
of ther^ tilMbe sun set,^ill tlic^straiglit fringe of jdine-trfes 
fihat crowns the hiIhto|) between St. Ptder’s and Vonje 
w^^s'^lack against the r(.»se or tin* amber of ihe sliy, 
‘ill. ^der the il^x tripos <»^>:he Villa B<trghese tlie skadow^s 
wei^ c^ep and somlire, an^l the murmur sif the fountains 
\\)aa like^tlie whisper of the night shealing to take possession 
o^f^r li^agaf ter/it* )i’\n 

tattle iron ch:l^^B were d<dthd about in the neighbourhood 
of tie kiissk, and pres<aillya cuu[)le of ii^oung Ei^lishwomcn 
\^#llked brisklvfup and took poss^-ssion of two of them. 

were^lairily dressed in dark skirts and blouses, with 
belts round their trim waists, and llowered tmts on their 
fluffy^hair. Tlr ir fae< s were fuH of excitement, and they 
gat down iiL^ place that conm^nded h good view^ of the road 
wulh air almost of triumph. 

We Aall see splendidly hrr^^, Jenny,’ said one. ‘ Shan’t 
? I^wsjrider if there dl be any princesses ! They say 
Rome’s fairly full «ff them. I do wish we had some one 
withes thilt^could tell ur who they all are. And we’ll go 
drrwn the st(^ over an<’ get a cup of tea in the 

Piitzzer,^shan we ? yon know' ! At that place where w^e 
went TkursdaV after St. Peter’s.’ 

Th«y settled Wiemselves to stare. Tha^ belonged to a 
^rty of English schorl-teachers who. har ing all contjibuted 
to %comnjon funrl* were now, under the auspices of one of 
•thote agencies which run cheap trips on the foiAnc^t, 
passm^a week in ftome. 

Ibe c r ow d graduaiy thickened as tUe time difw^xi 
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towards four, aAd tfie young wome* found 
to attract their attention sind to stir thcrn to corameni. 
They wondered at the si^ht of men enclosed in broughams, 
often with ^he windows up, revolving Tloxtlv rouiii affid 
round. They marveUed at the ojld shapes of somj^i the 
.motor-cars of lorcign makes ffiat drew up on the otjjejt ^de 
of tht? road. Tl^e hats of a-rtafn ctmsion/ti^fie *fron4 4;he 
T^atfr) O^'mpia roused theni to excited discussion, 
they gained gjeal^jlea.sure— tinged, they thoughtj ^ 

certain high intelh^iiality — in tr\nng from j: he 

^oismopoIitaTi throng the nationalities reprt^erjted 

in it. 

Prxrtscntly their happily agile cnriosfty was eajfgj^t and 
filled by the two oceiipants of a ^oberly eolouc^^d, but per- 
fectly t/uHt, \'i<'toria, which w(‘nt slowly by, vanished anth 
rebppf/Al'ed, ha\ ing circled amr)ng the ilexes. 

‘ I^->t)k, ‘Jenny! What a littly duck of a dog I What^ 
kind is it ? ' 

‘ It i.sn’t a P<»m ! ’ 

‘ No. Is it a King Charh's ? 

Not it ! I believe it \s onT^ ot tlie riirc dogs that c^^mc 
from Cliina^ and tln^t c<»st a mint of moncv. Dear ! do 
wish 1 w.us ri^^'h. I sle'uld Iik<^ t<> sit thore lipe she d<j(\s wt' h 
that dog in m\' She must lx? happy.’ 

‘ wShe ’ was the other oeeupant of the viidoria, whi^ at 
this e^ioment passed out ot sight. 

‘ Somehow^ I don’t think sh^ looked hapjiy,’ sivid the'^sther 
scho<3l-teaelier, pulling down Ixt belt — a young Italian hkd 
just sent her an expressive g^daruT fr<>m ^his velvftv eyes. 

‘ She seemed vurv^ fond of the d<dg, if you like. Who x,’ouIdn’t' 
be ? I’m sure she just dotes An it, liit I shouldn’t rail it 
a happy fage. There ’s a lot of tli^se la^lies in qjt rri age, with 
dogs and what not, w ho don’t look Iniif v^y as you.’ 

‘ Oh, me ! Well, when should I look liv^Iy^ if not on a 
trip like this? I’\e been thinking about Mt foe years. 
There she comes jigain ! 

This time the carriage drew’ up not far from the^tw’o girls, 
and th?* footman got dow n from the Do^ and sto(xl ne^r ?b 
like a/^nUnel, wTile his mistress enjoyed the sun and the 
air, and lis'tened to the music. The dog ffom China, seated 
up^n tier knee im a prominent manner, sniffed perpetuaflly 
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hi blupt noSc, and stared about him with heavy, 
dbnvex eyes, which seemed to b« swimming in a bluish 
fluid, 

‘^*vou think she ’s foreign ? 

‘ S]to ’s da^k. !Perhaptf she ^ gn Italian.’ 

^ I'deu^’t believe it. Somehow I believe she 's Engiish. 

• (?h, no [ *Never ! WhatVaakes you fhink so^ ’ 

‘ Somctftng — the way she sits.’ 

‘ Sit* I How coyld any one sit any diifrrerft from the way 
she* d«e3 V ’ 

‘T^sjw you Jo catch one up, Jenny ! The way she is tiien ! 
Sav w halt- you will,4hcre is an KiaHish wav and a foreiLm 

- ^ - - O 

way. 'I do^like her things. Look! She’s stroking t^c 
dog’s bond. Would you Tali hei'prelly ? ’ 
vej^.’ 

^ I think it iiktc niy^t'dious than jTrett^^ — her 

^lO^^*Iook, I nn^n. N<»w she ’s g'.>i*^y^ on again.’ 

The >f-X)tniaii \v:is up <;>n Tiis box more. The coach- 

the tinrscf with his whi[), and th^* earriage 
Jin>t this iijranrnt t\v<j rhildn n with their 
attendant canic between tlic sela Tt^ acIaTS and yie carriage, 
a^nrl of ab<)iit four years old and a niia li smaller bL»y, who 
sUjuggled ^^trward with a s<.>rt of haphazard prteaution, 
firiigfhng, as if almost intoxicated with triumph at his own 
pow'ers in being able to w^lk at^all. Both children w'cre 
clad white plush co^ts and white limits, and the girl, g'oiiig 
ba<?kw'ards bcf<»re tlie boy, and holding out la r arms towards 
him, lA^pt crying •ut : ‘ Addin, Pejtpiiio ! Addio, Peppiiio I ’ 
,^^she receded, taking a charming care to keep aj\vays ver\^ 
near her brother. 

Pe^ipino grew’ r^ d with d<‘terminat ion not to be escaped 
froni.^ With yie*Jonghty, and almost ruthless air of a young 
wajrior, no l^ngeF langMng, but now^ frow ning whth concen- 
tration, iie measured the might of liis short legs, cncaaed in 
white woollen ganders, against the might of the impelling 
atmo^Jjhere. And still the girl roguishly cned out ; 'Ad-dio, 
Brppino as she temjfted him prettily onwards. 

TiTe w'oftian in fhe carriage lookc’d at the babici^they 
Svere little more — in their wdute coats, taking theidfir^ st<^s 
inte life ; at the girl child leading the boy child c#\v^d 
with her voice and her outstretched arms. 
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Addio, Pcppino^ AJdio, Pcppino I 
^AJways the httle girl walked backwards keeping her ey(W 
on the boy, ahd smiling, with her head on one side. 

The woman put out one hand as if to fend tho childrf^t^ (?ff. 
Perhaps she feared they might c<srre tno near to the eirriags 
‘'wiieels. Her gesture was repellept. The nur5b called out. 
Tjie (ittle, girl tuaurd and st</'d still, staring ait tfie dog a^s 
if completely fasepia t<‘(l. 

The woman' gaz^-d at her and at her surall brother, and 
(the dsig see^ned to ga/,(^ at tli< in toD, with his lica^' ej^es 
which bulged beneatli his done d foreli<‘a<l. Uien the^ 0 TS(^o 
trotted, and tlie wsanan \\as earri<‘d a^^ay int^;*tha, midst of 
tlj^e thickening crowd. 

. As if'inj\'((l by a mutual impulse the two sclioolVieaehers 
tdfuM and star* d at ea('li otlicie iia: light, tle^excitcfienf’' 
had died il^vay fr'CU their fa*'< s. 

‘ \\'ell ! ’ said sliL' wjs) a ^ raT?<sl .b'^iinviat length, witlxa 
deep br<_‘ath ; ' wdl, I m.wsT ! 1 nd \S'U sc*' that Y 

‘Yes. Sh<‘ did lo(»k’-dhe giikpmu.cd^ as if t>eykin^ 
suitable \^ord she did h *( i: ywfiil 1 ’ dic^^enrlkded lai/^ 

‘ Perhsps she hates rlnld I'd i 

‘ Oh, no I It weLshd that ! l><^sid< ^ \\lii> hates ehildrOy? 

‘ You ne\'er know / 

‘ No, Jenny, it wasn't that.’ 

The music st< *[>pcd. 

‘ I vote we g*s' .>aid^J(‘rin\'. I f<^' l 1 want a cup A teaJ 
She g<jt up. 

‘ It gets a hit cold towards sinisrt,' sla* s^ded. 

Yes, s<j it (h>es. 1 s iioiii.njk r SiSiiis t liing to war/n me up.’^ 
The two gnrls went off sktulv together. 

M ean while the woman with the deg, who had not seen the 
two girls, and \\h(') was newT to know < 4 , their existence, 
made the round "f the \illa Hor^hese, nncftprescntly re- 
turned to the Piiieio. 

Plea.se draw' up on tlie terrace faeiiig tl^e music, ’'she said 
in Italian t(» theio<.tman. 

He ijxjke to the coAchman, and tile victoria jofned a li;;'C 
of carriages and motors on the terrace from which m^fy be* 
st^n a wide view over the cupol^ and towers of Horne. ^ 

The sun w^aa ^till shining with a terAperate brightr^^sx, 
and, aespite the comment of the school-teacher^ the air had^ 
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not logits warmUi. Onre mor<^ the 4)an^! was playing a 
air. The crowd had increased. The space in front 
of the kiosk wa^ thronged witli penple. Thp^f< )otman again 
g#»t c^)UTi from tfle box of th<.» victoria and stood besid# it, 
the view of his njistress was not iinpcjcd. Leaning 
\)a^ witlf tte dr»g still held f)n her knee, she looked acrQS :4 
th^ 

TSxaotl}^ in front of her, suleuays to her carr?fige, ^ i^g, 
red motor-car was drawn u]). It contaited^a trilie of ^'e^v" 


fau* youngsters in |'■rsrvs and r*‘d caps. Diey werQ^ Ibissians, 
blc^'^iing wit4i health, with stiirdv limbs, fraiTk blue eyes, 
tmd primri'se coloiy'cd hair. Among them, almost im- 
mersed 1fi thtan, was a jtairiarch. His yellow, s( rrrie face, 


W'ith 


z#; ho wed v 


Q^omment clieok-^^ )nes, l^is thick, snoww^lgte hiir, 

as it Wore thveiLdi a niosnijg veil of (‘hildrcn, ^hi|h 

W^fjost Jtid'uhm from siglit. Lo^idi* the chanffciir, wdio w1>re 
a long fan-shaped l>U(‘k 1 aiird, sat a small woman lJ ab(_(ut 
lort^ who looked like a g‘i\ ern/‘ss. 

/The '^^ildren, of whom tlcTe were j-^robably five or six, 
w^no m|)\a.a^ aboi:t with mkL rapidity— elimbing (,>n the 
sea'^s, disapj^enrfiig unexpr<’le(lly int') tlie depths of the 
molbr, and with (^pnal unexpei't odmrs* ]')o])pini:^ up again-- 
tfcat it w^as m^t^easy to number them, talked perpetually in 
^et^ch, n(^ anamg themsrh(a, now to the gosoTiiess or to 
the old gentleman sunk down in the s(‘at of Inenvur. TIk'V 
pointed at es'erything which iiittr(“Nt<‘d them, brat time to 
the music with their Ifttle S( 4t h aiK^:— hands whieh looked 
sfrangely innoeent — uttered shrill cries, and ( M‘easionally 
clamberirig up to S(»me ]>oint -sf vantag<s turnbhsl from it, 
dmwin^ slii'ieks of laimht' r from safety-]dant(‘d brothers and 
sisteft. Idle goveifiess, turning, somelnnes lield up a 
w^atiTjing which «as joyously disregarded by all. 

*As to th( ‘ o|4 graTidj^aya, he remained calm as srina^ con- 
tefited old trrte aboi^t whieh young tendrils were twining, 
throwimg tledi: tender grern unns about his gnarled and 
w eatj^er-braten rrnnk, stri\ ing to conceal the ravages r)f 
time watk their fresh Jaeauty, and clinging to his wa*lbtried 
?try;igth. 

ffLc woman in the ^^ctoria watched tlh"; joyouji pifrty— 
She W 4 J just twenty-nin?-, but looked scarcely moje tLan 
tw*enty-sbt, despite her pale complexion,* and the fAtH^tio 
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expression in he# laige, cfcep brown eyefc which hfe^ h«avy 
lids, ver^'^ Ic>ng upper and under lashes, and faint 8na<^Ws^ 
almost like dtjicate steins beneath them. They were not 
set straight in her head, but slanted down^ar^is towar(;^ h^ 
temples. Iler'eyebrows, which were very long affd jet^l^k,. 
alJo slanted nlarkedlv downwards. Her whiie * face • was 
ovaJ.arwJ sniull, with a low forthcatl framed ir^ thick, 
black+iair> a straiol^f, small no.se, with nostrils which oftfrf 
IcHjkcd sli^rhtly disCcndrcl and a beautiful mouth, tending 
downwards, like eyffids and ev'ebrows, but only enough, to 
Be wustful in Qxjiression. The red lips were pressed to^^tljer, 
almrrst a.s if to retain some seerrt, ab(|ve a delieate]\’^fimt 
chin. The ears wert-^ tinv. IT^t small Ifead, her g>.^al^ eyes, - 
hc^- nostrils, and litr cliarminplv nrac< ful neck^ wliich W'a^ 
le^ig M »k( (1 frail, had \ri\ the frituid;^ of 1)( )Iores C^?nnvnge< 

to O’hristcn h<T Gaz< lh\ M any pe^^pIe liabitua^hy ^spo 
her as (^rayddle (. arinyng^*, and tlay^e w'a,s reason for the nick-. 
name. She was tall Tnd \(“r\^ s]im, with fittle ankleS^anJ 
wrists, small, (h lieate [<*<0 and hands. And in h(^ move- 
ments and all her way.s tleae wa^ s< unething (^ervrtsi 
feminine and fastidious that wa^ al.>toliit(‘ly natural, and that 
she was wla^lly unaw^rt^ of. 

A shriek of laughtor eaiiie from the ret] ly^itor-ear. 
of the children had essa\a‘d ti' jump fr< >ni h< sid(‘ tly^ ehauffen^ 
to the seat next Graiidpa[)a, and fiad aiasanjilisherT an 
unusually successful f;dl. f^G<‘n old Grandfsipa was slmking 
slowly with mirth. And I lie gg\ emes^ was makin^^ grr*tesqur 
faces in the endea\a)ur to hsok strrn above a mouth that w&s 
bent on smiling. 

Th e dog from China utt<Ted a muhkal bark. Ilis mistrecs 
tapped his head toipii/ t him,* and bulked away froifl the 
radiant children to the left. Tlier^, on a bench. 1^‘neatW the 
ilex trees, sat a nurse in a \shite ea{^ amr ajrron, holding* 
against her a pr(.>foundl\^ sleeping elgbh wiiose face mms 
covered with a white veil, and whose slaert legrs, close 
w'oollen gaiters, s^iek out in space with aniartless disregard 
of appearances which wias comic, yet a^so pathetic. % 

For i long time Dolores gazed at theje little legs, ^h?' 
no lon^r ^^ard the gay noise of the music. She was cio 
lon^r conscious of the crowd. •She was^away in a. world 
of 9liDfiDg helplessness, in a world of instinctive trust. 
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at her side startled her.* It Aid > 

* Tyien you have bought the wonderful doggie ! ’ 

A taiddle-aged ancl rather earelesslv-dresstid woman, in a 
iac-l^ toque -iflucft had gut tilted to one side when it ought 
3 been straight, wtxs standing close to the carriu'n', 

loolijni' at Bolores with kind grey eyes, and holding our % 
lari^, generous hand. 'Alxiut her neck she had'a.lung, 
sfleamer ^'if purple gauze, and ruimd lier toque^wa#a big*" 
^auze veil which had gune hupelessi}' \^onj^n She clasped 
the hand of Dolofes, and continued ; 

» hs he sat^sfacteiry' ? Has he bruught you* the joy ye'ti 
^anticipated^ 

‘ Rlit'l didn’t aiificipate anythin;^' so uvasivu. w on't you 
thepcarriajc^e ? J ’in all^alotiu, as \'ou se<‘/ 

Or wll you gft oi^t and take a little walk with me 
' y«-i V?ke.’ 

dog began to^scraidj and str<‘t*'li. 

‘He wants a wotlk. Wljat do you^call him ? 

^^They b^(;^an^t(» stroli^down tlih* ilex H\d;‘nue, passing tho 
nurse w'ith the ble^’pingMduId, from whom Dolores loukud 
awty. The dog aecornpanied tlu-m, ^t(‘])ping ^laintily, and 
Hopping now^ and then to sim ll the earth round the trunks 
t the tref^. 

‘Why do you call the littlu wreteh that ? 


‘ My husband l>aptiz<‘d liim, •iid doesn't love him at all. 
He says pewsr Nero hasf the dijl (WO’ ^4 an rgs.tist and a tyrant. 
AndJ le thinks the breed unnatural looking.' 

‘ To ipeak qiute frankly, sw do 1/ said Lady Sarah Ides. 
‘♦The head is bulbous, V>ut signifies nothing. The oye-s arc 
larg? but dull. Aral th(^ o\j)rrssion scorns to me fr< tful, like 
thjJ of a* naturally disagroeabh^ person suffering from an 
attack of iijtiuenza. • Why didn't you get a ti rrier ? ’ 

• ‘ Every^bod^^ has ^ terrier. And terriers are so frightfully 
activaT' 

‘Jake children. What dozens of children there are out 
to-day. 

J Yes/^said Dol^ires. ' Shall we turn and go to tKe terrace 
f#r e minute ? There ’s the Boccara ! I didn’t ^piow she 
wafl back yet.’ 

* She ntKided to a birdlike and yery pretty worDtn,^th 
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Venetian red h^iir find Upturned eyebtowg, who J'at that 
moment parsed them in a landaulette. The pretty wrdap 
smiled brilliantly, pulled a string, and the motor stopped. 

nice to see you again I I’ve Jlist arrivedrfrQHi 
Paris. Motored all the way. Nino ’s been in ^lontd^Carlo.; 
pbn’t ask me \vhy, or with v/hmn. But I skall t^ll; you 
almost viirectly. I feel I 'm gi'ing'^to. Come, to at the 

Ex'celfior ^)-day. Can you ? ’ 

' Yes,’ said Ee)lores. ' I 'm not obliged to gn anywdiere 
else this afternoon,’"' 

' * I ’ll tel] ;fou then pei haps — [)risbab!y. Direetly th^ fun 
sets ! I dl be in the hall. What a del'eious d^*g.^ So oddf' 
and expensive hxjking. Bring him. I love dojVs. c^^o^TlUch- 
nic^r than babies ! And then theyvle>nT spoil of.e’s ^gure ! ’ 
^ht^drove a^vay. 

'13’you know Madeleine Boeeara ? ’ said DoloTc'S^to Lady 
Sarah, thVy went on tsovards tW* terroce. ^ 

' No. She doesn’t eorne into my amhieiiie, Rome, small 
as it is in com[)arison with Euidon and Paris, is fuV of setn 
w'hieh seldcmi mingle. And I’m u'n old thing, iand 
churches and gallenes, and w'nlk in the bywiiys, while the 
little Bocciuia goes tg^ the ExerPior and the Cirand H<ftel. 

I ’ve seen her oft^n though, and of course shir’s famous.’ 

‘ F(.)r her be;iut\^ you mean ? 

' No. She ’s the w'oman who has nevtr seen the Colosseum 
or the Vatican, and who dooii’t khow' w here tin y are, or says 
she doesn’t.’ 

‘ Little poscuse I ’ 

‘ We mustn’t forget she ’s only been in Rome tor seven 
or eight years.’ 

‘ I know'. She ’s from Lyons* but safs she ’s a PanNian. 

I ’m rather fond of her, but Theo is«’t. He thinks she l^ads 
all the frivolity of R>srnc.’ 

* But is Sir TlnsKlore such an enemy haru'dess frivolitW? 
must ha\'e seen a great deal of it when he was in'*diplo- 
nxacy, and I nev'er^eard that he was a Puritan. 

‘ He isn’t. But since he retired ^ she stopped. Then^ 

she said' with a changed voice : ‘ Oh ! if only he. hadn’t 
retired I> IfrX)nJy he were still in the service 1 It ’a sueb^a 
misrake^for a man no older than Theo, wilfi Theo’a nature, 
to rftir^fio early, 6uch a mistake ! ’ 
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I^er^ was in her*voice an emotfcn thfct siemed excessive, 
anS ker small face, alw'ays vcty expressive, had become 
almost mysteriously intense, 
di(^ he i^tire ? ’ 

‘ \lifll, you know, Theo often acts suddenly. ' He was veiy- 
cii^a{)pjpinfe<i at losii^g \ ienrm. He (juite tliought he w'as 
going to*havi it, and thtft he, would do wonders thero. And 
ne simplj^ hated the idea ot* being Minister at litoelihokn. 
Stagnation varied by toboganning, he milled it, ,Arid just 
at'thj. moment when he was in this nnffi'd, all the Templeton 
nnin^y came*to him and made him independent. lie ga\^‘ 
in lus re^guiition ivij,hont saving a word to me.’ 

‘ Anif+f h>f had cunsultud yrni ? 

' I slj(3ulc>never have i t liiin iie\ <T/ 

spoke with a. sudden force and deterrnina!ioi^ tljat 
w^e almost startling. 

‘^would hav^ goL^’ to ^(.ckholnn It kin, Putflguiya, any- 
where with him rather th;ui that he Should retire.’ 

La^^eSarah put up lu^r hand to her head, and gave her 
^(Jjue a pish, , which s^nt it imt into its pr(»per plac(\ but 
beyond. 

you think it so \'ery liad for hin^to be bNi^hout regmlar 
dboupatum ? ’ •she a.sked, aftor a n i< 'i mait, with a rather 
-«rfby-ious g^tinc^ towards Ilt companion. 

‘ Yes, I do. I kno^v it is.’ 

Tl^ey had come to the terracc^and now sti.iod still looking 
^own over^Romc. 

Sc^ne bells were ringing lu noath tlunn. The golden air 
was fuU of voices, the sky fiJl of the touching light of late 
rffterndon, which seems to tremble with wonder at its o\to 
magic, like a soul Sliding within itself a virtue that comes 
frbti afar.*" Several people were standing by tlie balustrade 
and looking® down. • .‘^rnong them was a priest, evidently 
E^nglisji, broQpd built, with blue eyes, and a strong, but 
tendef face. He glanced at Dolores, then turned his eyes^ 
tovr^rds St. Peter's. His hps moved. P<Thaps he was mur- 
muring h prayer. i\nun, dressed in violet and black, cam*;* 
up^t th^ head of*a little band of children, who followed her 
ai lambs follow a shepherd of the Campagn^. #he, too, 
Ij>oked towards ^t. Petei^s with her quiet eye's, ^\hicl? re- 
sembled the eves of a child. For a moment she #toj|ped, 
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and all the ch<ldr«i at^once gatherccU eagerly her, 

lifting their innocent faces to hers, which waa equ^V irfhq- 
cent. She spyke to them in Italian, sayii^ somethir^ about 
‘ H Papa,' and pointing with one thin, Kind-knDkLgi hjMd 
tow^ards the ^gr( at 'dome which d^aninatcd the city.^Tmej 
she walked on ‘with hor lloek Ixdiind her, conlldiiigly tre^dmg 
in her ♦footsteps, and looking \aTy tiap[>y and • 

Ekaar, vh ar liftle thing. ! said Lady Sarah^ followffi^ 
them h^r ews, whaL had lilled with tears. ‘Dear 

little purifiers of ttre world ! Ah, I often wish now^ thal I 
*yvere a nun« teaching at the Saere L(eiir. I>ist I 

wars there at Ih nedietiou. And lasw I ;,vi,shed it wlm*! t sa\f 
the little innocent creatures in their \ails lilfiig oi l|<'hind" 
ille; 


1 cannot imacifK' v<>u a nun.’ 

%No, niy dear ! And you ar<’ quite riglit, I 'nr ti ilustyisld 
ws.aldling alid < piite unlit f. .r t he ^'gi< ai^ of de w 

She put ii[) a haiidfvereha't aijd wqM'd Tier ey<_-s oj^iuy, 
tlien pulled (a r \ eil ni< as- aw ry. 

‘ Aud y<.ai (‘oiiM lews-r shut out y’^air hi tupd KouieV 
Dolores, ‘your h< |o\s'd Pagan*liom<\ Coui,‘ and sit in the 
earriage forJ:en mim^es. If ws* stay h<T<‘, \er(S- — — ' 

At this moriir-nt Nero utter<‘d a pier(‘ingi cryu A chiM 
had inadvertently trodden on one of his deh^ite 
D(jlores Ijent down qniiddv and picked ‘him ui). Hut she did 
not pet him. And when Uew^ wi re in the \uetoria she put 
him down on the ikn.r, ;md tohi him h^ was t() sit^piiet. 

‘ You are not like Madekane L<»eeara,' <'‘ontinned Dolores ; 


‘ you love Rome.’ 

‘ And not onlv Pagan Rome. Rut don't you ? 

‘ I didn’t want at all to (‘oine hack tins year. I w^rftited 
to go to Cannes, or Mentone, or h^nq>t. Put Theo wc^ild 
come. Of course I didn’t t' H him I wa^ tirerfoKRonie.’ 

She added the last ws»rds rather lufstijy, anJ tliey did nfit 
isound quite sincere. 

‘ Rut why not tgll liim — if you really arc tired ? ’ 

‘ I don’t choose tru' 

She lobkcd down at the dog, and srnootJi''d the Jight dig 
that lay^ovfr her knees with one of her narrow^ delicMe 
han^. 

were difficulties,’ she continued slowly. ‘ You 
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»ee W^Kad takfn*that apartment in fhe fearbcrini Palace. 

doubt we might have got out of it, but ’ — she turned and 
looked at Lady l^rah — ‘ I had no real rcosorPto give against 
wuit4»ring l^ert, and I didn’t \\7sh to seepi wht^ I am nu^.’ 

^ ^\l^at’s that, my du^r ? 

JV pa{)«(^ous woman.* 

Are rfdcver capricious? ’ 

*^I^idy ^rah was sinilint^. 

' Not with Thro. At h'ast I don't thmk 1 am.’ 

^h^ said the lAst words rathrr hrsitatinylv^ and slowly, 
ra^i^g her esabrows a littir, and looking \(Ty tlmnghtful 
*and uac(^nsyib>iis of^4uT:orlf. 

' Ijma^ be*ab(jut small thiIlg^ ; buying a partneilar ib^g, or 
s^3me E^nsePlsu of that kmid. Ibit ir-t about t lic-tl>ii)gs )4yit 
the big thiug'i in I'hrcj'.s hf^‘ and mine. I oftriAhmk 
Injne vtrymjig things men arc niorr <‘apri(‘ious tbaii wr are.’ 
^ She sighed softly. ♦ LadT Sarah fr|J; lurliucd t<d gi^e her a 
gootliiug. 

/ ThrT% was sonirthing jn Dobdres that apprab d to Whumm 
ri^vdl as •to utrn, a soft n^ifurahirNS that was seduetivc. 
Yet ik was impossiblr t<> look at Iut and not to frrl that it 
sheAnce made a rrsolvu sfud would prol^iblv carrt" it out with 
ofl invincible llft^mess. ddios(; lips w(Te rudt pressed t<sgrthrr 
rf^l^dut a^Veasou that lay in lua chara(drr. Ibit tli<‘ (‘Ves 
sca"med to say that not rasilv w*duld she take a strong 
resolve. 

‘ ^^am cafl their cafM’iros Huar faT(.‘sd said Lady Sarah. 
‘iBut ^ince you a^e srttk d in Uome, my dr ar child, ss by not 
use it asd[ do ? 


As ^ou do ? * 

* Y^s. I tliink yi^i know how that is. Rome is to me 
cou’^'latit *nV 

Dolores ed as^i^ startb’d. Her Iittlr head turned 

quickly on hr? long*nrrk, and her eyes became suddenly 
bright and searehing as tliry looked into Lady Sarah’s. 

‘ \¥hy should I need consolation ? ’ she 'Said. 

And in*hcr \sdice th#rc was a distinct sound of defuincc. 

‘ 4Iost us do, i believe.’ 

Boroles laughed. 

' If I did do yoi:^think I could fiml it among marble JtatUea 
or in the aisles of old churches ? ’ 
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Would you ^ratner seejc ror it iu la cotillon thfl 
Excelsior ? ’ 

‘ I didn’t say*that.’ 

‘ Well,’ said Lad'* Sarah, ‘T need cons<^atihr>jbadI^ 

I find it in Ron^e.’ 

^ Dolores’ face softened, and sRe put her hand f#r a n^oijienf 
Jon h^^ con^anii 'n’jf knee. 

^Ikn (dw, I kn< )W. But at k‘ak.t you \'e had the cyily thin^ 
worth having.’ ♦ ^ 

' Dh) yi)U mran children 
Dolores rno\'(‘d her head. 

' Ves, I ha\'(.^ had them and I have losi thrmd 
Almost with fierceness Doroles said : 
en\fv^ 4/011 I T envy \ ’ 

•At^his moment Nero, jdrobably f<‘elmg neglected, or 
outraged Ins siliiatiisn among toes on a carri.iige 
from widich he could little, made a eor^vul.si\'e eff(S^ t*^ 
better himself by scrambling into jiromlncnce. DTdores 
look him by the neck, with less tl^aii hor usual gr^ftlenesC, 

and a^ssisted him on ts> her kiiers. 

« 

L<jok at the suldstilute for ehildron in mv^ life ! ' she said, 
SudJenly*sh-’ forgi^ to be retieent. 

She triok X(T<.)’s h'.’ad b^ twoen he^ ha^d:4^ and turned^it 
rtjund till the dog fai’ed Lady Sarah, 

There ! ’ she <'\('laimed. ' That is tlie siiljst itute.’ 

Nero sniifflekl. Drops ot mor.l^ure stood on his eyelashes. 
II(‘ blinked and lookod\liill airti aiTop^ant. 

‘ Ttie lonely w'omeii with d'»gs!’ e<mtinuecl D#lores. 
Ah I how’ the mothers musf laugh at tte iii, miisUpity the 
{RX>r thinge^ ! 

Nero gave a strangled yolp. T^ne( )i^ei- iisly his mrstress 
had pressed her hands nulelv agaiifrt the (h‘lieate*d' ane {tf h is 
head. 

But you are young,’ said I^ady* Saralf, ver^^ genfly, 

' Perhaps . . d 

‘ No, no. I helped ; for years I hoped. But I ’ve^ven 
up hoping. LcHik ! The carriages aie moving 1 ^ 

The eliauffeur with the fan-shaped bo^ird bent*dowTW an3 
gofng^o press the button of his motor, when one of^the, 
childrte, a boy, who had scrambled up Reside him , inter- 
faftd, and evidently begged to be p>eiTnitted to do it. Smiirng, 
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t!w fcoolthii amall eag# haiW alid guided, it. A 

jiaSden purring arose from the machine. The little boy, 
strongly excited his achievement, sprang«up on the seat, 
Uirn^ roun(> to old Grandpapa, and vociferously drew 
attenjibn to his triumph^as the motor moved off. His rosy 
YhcejshonI with pride under riis red cap. ifis brothers anii 
sL^tys Uoke^l at him vfith a sudden respect and j^ravity. 
tJfandpap^’s Vellow face smiled, and he slowly ^lodcfbd 
head a$ if in approval of thv great and ufiexpectcd deed. 

IThe mouth (df Bol ores beeaine almost stern. 


me dwve yrai 
‘ ]^o, my dear ; 


»u h( )nied she said to Lady K^arah. 

am going into the ehureh of the Sacr^ 
oeur f<5li»a Irttle. t?ut — won’t yriu e<dn\<‘ with me ? 

'I'm so sjorrw, but ^ have proruistHl t<) go ^tea \^th 
JVI a^deine Bueeara al^the Exeelsi<dr. You reiiK-mber 
b# siTre.' 

Lady Sarah got oi^t. 

‘ Come an^^see na* aj: the Baroermi verx^ soon. The*.) 
\»ill like^o se(^ you too. \\\' liave just moved in. I want to 
you aAl w^(j are doing t<.» the apiirt meiit.' 

‘ I wilJ crane wrv^ soon.’ 


‘JTo the Exeelsir.r ! ' said ;?3ol. ..res to 4he foidtmfin. 
•She drove ofiwith Nero enthr(aa‘d on her kra e. 


Cl r.VPTF.R II 

• 

It nearly five^o'eloek wlien Dolores arrived at tli^ 

Excelsior Hotel. As she«:aitered tlie hall on the right of the 
lea-room, liW^e T’ount'fs^ Boecara came to meet la^r. 

* We shalT be all cloned she said in her po tty, rather 
, carefulfengli?h. ‘ So we can say all that is in our hearts. 
If th^e is nothing— then all that is in our+ieads.’ 

With ^caressing g^ture she put her tiand on the^ami of 
T)ol<ye8, a^d led hei into the tea-room. 

ufl go into this comer. But there are.^nd^ m^y 
people. We shal^be private.’ 

Xs she said this she glanced eagerly about the gre# rc%m 
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\\ith ^yes that 'sceiTicd Jearctiin/^ for acquaintances. She 
nodded, lifted her hand till it was near to her faee, and opened 
and half shut it several times, smiling. It was her pose to be 
thrri'oughly Italian.^ 

‘ Amalia Rrunati with Tito ! ’ she evelairned. Pcl^ 

0 r * , ✓ 

piacere due to tin* wafeor. ‘Will you •^have^ tba^t, 

^cara ? she adde^]^ to l)«»lores. ‘ t eat nothiiig. I fear r^o 

tefribfy to*^grow like the elephant.' 

Dolores esjuld noV help laughing. 

‘ Yes, some toast for me, please. I am V<»o thin.' 

You are {perfect, like the gazelle, as all say.*' 

She suddenly broke into French, iand cj^itipuecf the 
conversation in that languages 

Whit J A tell yolk, c/wa, thaW I was realif boj^ to be 

f;^!;. ^Nk) ! No ! ' — as ])<jlr)res was gmng to p^.test — 

do'n^)t know. Ihit I was! As a child I was c^ormausT, , 
rnonstriius ! It is (snlv by my •^l<‘\'eiTe‘ss,^my stremg >ill^ 
and my energq^ that I am so slim. All R'Cne speaks T)f my 
wonderful figure. I]ut I have wor^e<], lived for it,4ifijd stWl 

I work, I li\'e for it. I do not (oit. I d<_) riotglrirfk wine, 

♦ 

only kkehy and Kissingen waters. I do not r(‘st after any 
meal, but stl^ind up like a SfOitmel at the (^uirinal, and aft for 
my ligure. Some one, a j)hilosoph'T })f i haps — it is always 
one of those tiresome old philosoplvTS ! — has saifi, “ 
body must live for something." W'ell, I li\y* for my fignirc. 
And you ? But I know. Voii live for the adorable dojjlet ! ’ 
And she bent d(.>wn Ifer pretty birdhke face, ait^l pretended 
to kiss the nose of Nero with lips whic^ w'cre deliratefy 
painted. 

A w^aiter brought the tea. 

‘ Novr^ we can talk I ’ continued the Countess, as if shV had 
been silent all this time. ‘ Tell rmr, is it f< *r the Tiogletftha^ 
ye^u live ? 

‘ I d on't know' what I live for,’ repliotl Dol^es. 

And her voice, after the Countess’s gay tones, ^^unded 
almost sombre. * 

‘ I certainly don’t live for Nero,’ added, gNung that 
potentate a bit of buttered toast, wTichJie took aluggighly, 
lic]jed, Xurjaed over, and abandoned disdainfully upon the 

carpet/ 

^lall find you something to live for,’ said Count^s 
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' •BcKX'arf^ *Mith a ajy inflection o? hei* voice, ‘ Or-.-no — 
sortie one.’ 

‘ Oh, if you speak of human beings I have llieo.’ 

Y'jur benuiiful*husband ! Ah ! how handsome he is«l ’ 
he ft very handsonH*/ 

' But fof t^w many years -^‘ight — ten 

^ I ’ve Jieeri married teft years exaetlvd 

^ For ten years you have lived for the l)oaiitiful*ldie(5, afid 
at the end you say, with a voiee like a Cai^ijM isant( >, tliat veu 
doij't know what \*ou live for. This is Tiot good ! We must 
ren-^ed^ this.’ . 

‘ I^vas talking nr>i^sense.’ 

_ \YitHvh< bVe eyes,* that pah* fare, and so tall as you are ! 
No. It is net for you tf^talk luuisr-jisu. It is for nu*, w^h 
^^y turf?ed-up nose and my red hair. oi h;u'r ]Je 
ferioi^s, suff<T, to make ])eopl(' wsuidur about \T)U. 
Ano^aju have to live^isr sb*^ie our. And I think*I kijow' for 
^honrv’ 

0 ' Abs^d ! ’ said Dokvrfss. 

AJie^spokt liy^htly, 1 aif luT oxpressive face had changed, 
A faint l<sok, as of daw niiig*an\i< ty, that w’as surely the 
physical retlection (d a mental shadow, ^ross'.d ii, darkening 
it^trangelv for ^ moment. 

Y oil ar% ahvays disining seerets that do n<A existd she 
adde^, with a little laAgh. 

‘ Secrets I Did I say tluAe waaa a secret ? ' cri(‘d the little 
Counft*ss, almost sliarpha 

*^Shf^leaned f(srw^ard e)vcr the tea-tabko staring at Dci'sres 
with her.bright, ft'd-brown eyas. 

• Yomhave told me ! ’ she said slowly, lu aiding her head. 

‘ A^ou^have told me W 

‘ What Imve I told yoi^ ? ’ 

thii*4^.* Thai \asu do not live f(*r your beautiful 
husband, anS tiiat yoy have a si’cret. Ah, it is dangerous to 
deny wftat nO*one ha^ suggf’sted, cara! ’ 

Sh^ paused, then added with a shrewalnc^^s that in her took 
the place of intellectuality : 

‘ T± shoys how tlje mind is w'orking far away under all the 

WQ#as.’ 

She nodded agfwn with ffn air of wisdom, and sipped her 
ted, keeping her pyes fixed on Dolores. 
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‘ Are you g'‘>u^g ^ hi^it this winter J ' she sudcJfnJy ex-** 
claimed with a cliange of manner. 

‘ No/ said Polores. 

^he spoke with a decision that w'as uftexfa*cted eyen hy 
herself, for fill that moment she had not thoughts 
^the questinn (.*f liunting. A d(densive instincf, abruptly 
deveh^ped, ser‘iin*d to ausw'er for Ilt. 

‘ I^ohali liave sueh a lot to do g«-tting inte) our new' apa’tt- 
ment/ shr added, more eaeilv, ‘ arranging evei^ytlnng, making 
it pretty. There aTe endt ^s things to ilniik of. Besides 
dhere are so^ many cxfxaises. We shall have to be quief for 
a time/ 

‘ (^iiiet ! When tie- hejiuliful huslhind has i^eegme 
milli< )naire ! 

^ Lie (i aon't. Per>ple exagg'Tate frightfully. B(Xsid£S ’--pr 
sfu suddeiil} thought of L;id\^ Sarah, and re.solvij.1 to pail 
her up^as a reserva^ — ' this wint^^ I arn^going study/ ^ 

‘Study!’ exelairned the C(juptess, with half-incredulous 
amazerne nt. 

‘ Study Rome. I am a dianu d at my ignorai#:e of 'Rexue. 
Lady Sarah Id< s — I was witfi'IcT just rmw when I ned you 
— is going to show yie all tie" hoautiful things I oug)l'‘ to 
have seen long ag< 

‘ The old ladv with tie* little hat on le r h/^t shonld^j, 
and the veil noatmg at -what is U when some one is 
dead ? 

‘ Do you mean half-mast ? sael Dolores in Rnglish^. 

' That is it/ 

‘She knravs Rome. W'r* d-nT.’ 

‘ It is le r genre to know K(»nie. Sho is an old ma^d.’ 

‘ Indeed she isn't. She has been i»arried and hart two 
children/ 

' And w'here ar*- they ? 

‘ They are bidh dead, her hushaiid ^jo.' 

' Pioor woinan I ddieii she must stud/. Bii\ your 
husband is not dvad, and you have never lost any eli^ldren 
because, like me, you have never ho^ any. Chiklren ruin 
the ftgifre. I shall never have babies.’ 

i^ my genre then ? ’ aaked Dolores to turn the 
conver;^tlon. 

^though she w'a5 not a prude, the extreme franknegs 
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of^ some of the ^^omen she met in K(^me occasionally 
embarrassed her, 

‘ If I may not a student, what may I be*? ’ 
ii!o8^te3S,JBocc^ra looked at Doh ith ^ool criticism 

^ver Pier l^ea-cup, 

Jt is not^our genre etu i > ci .firing hag full of dckee; 
J^sf)encf the*day in Catacombs wliri>,‘ all is dark, yrnd^where f 
a dirty mtnk slir)ws you round with a tallow cnrjdle, and to 
go at five and have tea, with all the (J^Iilt spring bags from 
thh Qit^-combs, in the Piaz/a di Spagna, wdiere the only 
j^nt^have red riosas, weak eyis, no hair, drink cacao, and 
wipe t^eir ■^.oiista</a\s, which droop the walrus, with 
"^ap^ napkins. No I no ! ’ 

Doloies could not ht^p laughing^ at this pie^im* rd 
ancient Roine. 

^ Youi^ genre is ' she ivauscd, 

> Shg became gmi\ e,*evon ?arnost. And it wus evident that 
she wans making an unusu:fllv r.)ris(ar)ns iiH iital effrat. 

* ‘ \Ai^ g'«nre is to to bo Iovcm], and perha[)S t'S siiff^.r* 

terribl\g but alf>a\'s l.H'oausr gf lo\'(‘. AihI y'Uj nuut rh) this 
in a certain rnilirn ; of cult i vation, of Ix auty, of rnoodanity. 
Yo^ must lose, you must suff- r m gT(;//dc iniu<\ not with 
tl^e little hat flu thr* h ft ^llonh^'l^ and 1 ho gaiizr f(jr the 
■(ieaeV hke tlic old lady who knows Koine. We arc stamped, 
rnv dear, when w'c aiu borp, just as thr mwv inoia y is, aul 
it is yseless to trv^ to got rid (d our sdaiiip. And if we did ! 
Why WT should not [)ass any fiioro ! No one eoiild buy any- 
thing^with usd 

‘ No ^^10 hus bought anvthihg with me,’ said Dolores with 
sudden bittorness. 

, ‘ What ‘? not the^ beautiful husband ? Pjut he is so 
ieveted to vr)U#is not he Has lie not b<jught wath you all 
dip liappiiiQis of love ?» 

DolegTS, if sffe haddlone the natural thing at that nioinent, 
would *have cried, perhaps shrieked out : ' No ! N< » ! He 
has iTt)t ! He has not ! ’ F>eing who and what she was, and 
where she waas, in thf great room with the groeii mid gold 
cohfhins, ^he pink'^and red carpets, the cleverly pranged 
lignts, and the many softly gossiping w omen, shc*said : 

f Give me anotlier cup of tea, dear. Theo and I are a 
very united couple, if that N what you mean. But ^ou lec, 
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we don’t understand life quite as you d^. We takf matri- 
mony much more seriou:>ly than you and your Nino taice it,*^ 

The Counters poured out the tea, andLtwisted her little 
nose. 

/ Oh, but rnwNino wnuld be quite ready to take ij: seriously 
ff I woyldd she said, handiny tlie cqj>. 

R^lIy.J Then why d^nd \e»u ? ’ 

‘ Because I have^rny stamp. And it isn’t that t(»rt/ 

She looked iifto a layy'/ mirror near by. 

‘ Whth tla^sr eliriyiiiy ^a>wms, unless one has a fiyuie like 
mine one is simply a terror— -the Colosseum tr}un^^ 
the Alhambra.’ Suddenly hsT j)retty \'i\'aei^^is«fcce wais 
illuminat(‘d by a Iiyht of triumph. ' ddiere ! AiieTtlRV say* 
I r.i iKliijiL,' Ilf uiitiijiiitics I ’ sht cricil. 

•Sht* Sfcrni.'d pli Rsi (.1 \Mth ln-rsi-If like r. (.■InU. 

‘ ir o\v I yvish tlie old lady who knows Koine h^d he^trd 
that 1 ’vshe a<ld' d. ' Veople mi.'^inder.^taiiti me. Thea,^ sa\^ 

I am frisa ih >us.’ 

At this mouamt there appearedtat the uther enfi v! ties 
tea-rooin a tall, seriousdookiUkT man with thick fair hair, a 
lorii^ nose, and a riionoeh' unattached to a ^tnny, escortin^^ 
a pretty, small worifan, with y. dlf-n hair, blunt feati^o^s, 
rather prominent eteadas, and china blue eyes^ who was 
dressed in a short gre< n \a h'et dre-;s,^arid \vhi> w'as a(Won^' 
panied by a litfle girl with a yellow pigtail tied \Nitli an 
immense black riband. 

"There's Nino with his last lady Iroa* ! ’ exelairned the 
C()untess. "Mrs. Tooriis, an Ameri(‘an. ♦ Look, thef are 
sitting dowm I Nino won't see me. lie ne\ar sees dpything 
w'hen he wears his rnonoele.’ 

‘ Do you know' Mrs. To. ims ? 

"No. But I know' all I need to know' alajut her — fron-w 
Nino. He does love telling me thii^^^s*. And tells tla^in 
well, for a Roman. Of course Barisiaiff^ are rnoi’t^ witty. 
She ’s got a g<H)d ligure, but only bt'cause she know's where 
to go for her corsets. Now' I needn’t w ear a corset Tit all 
unless I want to. That makes Nirfb angry, because at^ 
presentee wants te^ pretend that Mi^. Tooins, tbough^she 
ha# three kdtle girls, has a bettqr figure than mine. As if 
a man <?ould judge of such tilings I Arc you going already ? ’ 

‘II mtbt. I have so much to do at home just now.’ 
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Always the ex*vise of the apartment 1* Rut wait one 
ijiihute ! \Mien will you dine with me 7 I want to give a 
little dinner at the GmnJ.' 

• pokres hesitated, with her large cyes^ fixed ^on the lihcly 
jtaoe of*the Gwintcss. ^ 

“ IJo. r ’m not tri'iog to asL the l>eantiful nushand ! ’ the'' 
laUty Nor Ninet. What nigdit Js your lihshand 

engaged ? ’ 

“■ I belief’ he ’s engaged on Thursd,ay-*-a r^ian’s dinner at 
thg Emlaaasy.’ 

‘ Cofne on Thursday, at half-past eight — GraTid ILstel.’ 

ver}"^dice of said Dolores, still with hesitation. 

Jiut wUc^s coming t ’ 

‘ Hfriw siisj^cii.His you fye ! 

The (^Duntess laughed liglitly and merrily like a Tni;J- 
oiiif^Amu^'ghiifl. 

' If you are afrai; ipf anvi^[)arti(‘ular persrm, tr'll ny:e and 
■Be shall not be a^edd 

^ ! Whom slujuld I be afraid of ? Of course I will 

^onv'.’^ 

' L'Hhking like a lovely ga/d lle, with pathrtie eyes. Cara, 
I w'i^ tell you a se(T«;t. For me you art* the mo.^t beautiful 
peison in Romr;^ You look as if yr>u had lost something, 
•“and wxTC sei'king it in the dark. If you ever find it — ah I 
Ufen \^ou wall be too be^lutifiil ! ^Vr other w'omen are always 
praying you may not. Hut I hirr'e neve r told you about 
Nino At Meaate Carlo. < Welfi^ that fnust be for another 
tifne ! 

Dolorc^had not lar to go. The wewds of the little Countess 
weie stillun her (^ars and in her mind when the carriage turned 
into tke garden of tke Palazzo Barberini, and circled till 
up under tlie eolouiiadte 

If' you evAVififid it— .nh ! then you will be too beautiful I ’ 

Were the oflu^ wom^n’prnying ? If so, their prayers had 


Were the oflu^ wom^'n’prayii 


‘been an^'ercd*tiLl now. Till now 1 They would always be 
answe^d. 

‘What ft ridiculous ^little fool I am to take anything 
Madeleine poccara ^ys seriously,’ said Dolores to herself, 
as ske mounted the fallow stone stairs. 

And of course ske did n3t really take it seriously now 
thaP she was self-conscious. She was nob a vaun w<Jmaij, 
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though bhc oAr(?d to look her best like •most properly con- 
stituted women. AnJ did not for a moment think sht 
was* the most '■beau t if 111 person in Rr^nie^ or ee'cn that the 
Cohntess thought s;.). But as she came intottj^ first4afj:he 
rusblc rooms iq tie ir apartment sl;c st(»pped for a rnomen^ 
‘^vath her eyes cast down, and *she said to herself tlia^ 
leine liwcara had implied one thirTg which woi^ -y 

— Dolorca^ — evt>r found that something for which she 'vffe 
seeking in the /iark, she w^ould indeed be far more beautiful, 
^ow well she Kntw that ! IIow^ w'cll she had known it Jor 
years ! For beauty is Cijuiplcteness, and thck slie wfli^ild be 
complete. 

'But I’m not seeking! I hn not seeking' an> VoQ^geriii 
s)ir rnurmjired in her mind, telling herself a lie. ‘ And so 
i^ ’s^ill utterly absurd ! ’ 

\nd she turrc'd on the rt'otrie light fully, fd 
criticaJly to look at tl^e great rifc.)m. 

It was square and l<»fty, witlt a pamteef eeiling on* whicli 
Diana wais re])rf‘sentod bathing wiUi att'aidant nyrry^hs after 
a hunting exeursitsu. ddio ^valls were covered \^ith sfan^ecK 
Genuv(^se leather, wlueli gave to the room a rich and yet 
sober appearance, clignirn/d and ser<Tie. h^urnitiirei^ w’as 
scattered about, but was n‘)t yet satisfa<ttorily arran^j‘d. 
It l<x)ked temporary, as if it had hurriedly beef, brou^ht^dp* 
there, and would perhapis soon be as mirri» dly earned out to 
some pennanent home. 'I)oh>res pressed her lips together, 
and walked on iiito t"nc next room! switehing'on the light, 
there as she entered. 

This w^as to be her special romn, in which ^he could 
receive, but in wdiieli she also meant to earr\' on 'many of 
her oceujuitions when she was ale)ne. Like tie' tlrstnt w^as 
large and high with a [)aiiited e<^ding, and mUeh tini^ afiTl 
care had evidently becri spent oy nts arrair^sment. The 
prevailing colours in it were a deep gr<i^en aiif^. a verx^ splehdid 
red, almost such a rsd as Gustave Moreau was obs^sed by.^ 
Green and red dJunask covered the walls, and damask cur- 
tains, surmounted by ancient gold co^rnices, hung at the lon^ 
windows. There was a full-sized Steipw'ay grai^ pi^/io irg 
tbe room-* There were no pictures upon the w^alls, but sei^ra^^ 
stood' on easels. One, by Lenbach, was' of a very old man, 
with high bald forehead, long grey hair, and alrnost 
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raqspartnt temples* on wiiieli v^eins like small dark snakes 
tood out. Under bushy eyebrows blazed a pair of e^^es 
hat looked fierce vitality, ^nd an intelligence that was 
o^penf-lrating as to be almost alarmingc Aiui^her was by 
i follower , of Bbcklin, awd s^iowed an old ?uddy Italiad ^ 
nansjntb stanQing alone al; the edge uf a fc^ainiiig sea, which 
•(^tcTover sahds fringud by the nol»le tr(^^y; of a piuewo(.)d. 

K terrace ;dth immense oyj)resses fa<‘rd t.hu white waves, 
jver which seabirds were wheeling. \' d upoh the red and 
laufiibl^g of the terrace leaie d the figure (if a woman 

ly a b.Vck dress*, gazing out towards the horizon, from which 
a storm wjisi i^omiiig.^’ Beneath this laudsca[)e was \\ritten 
irf'gUd l?tt ers : ' Donna f^uarilnnjiv il nnirt\' A third 

picture was a portrait by Carolus-l )uran of 1 )olores7 in a gye% 
ahd g. ’^ircb', with a whit(‘ l^oineraiuau dog nestled ow t^e 
tl(.>of agaii?st her skirt. It liad tx.en jeunted \( ly ^oon art«:T 
;j£e wa^ rnarri(;‘d, -ai el 'show (fil a face m \\liieh there ^vas a 
wistful mystery, but in wbieh there was also hope. A 
f efsianaCci.rp( ,t, in wfiiefi nmuy faint CMfiiurs bhaided, C(jvered 
thcTloor, ana th^‘ fuinilure was skilfully disp-^wd t(» make 
the room, despite its larg** siz(\ l(M.k thoroughly^ eosy and 
inhgl^ted, Th(.*re wer(‘ s'weral big azahas bloonfifjg in 
i)riental jar.'^, tht* air wsas scented with r((S(es, and, a rare 
Aing Ml B(.*me, a grteat guany lM.M)ks w* r** to b(.‘ seen, in low* 
and in revolving In m dv(‘a an(l seatt’ r(.'d (Swt tabh^s. 
On theiiearth wavs Ijurniiig a small, biitg ery red and glo\sing, 
%'(iC)d fire, ifefore it Ner(j sat (^ovrn with a Iwavy, snuflling 
sigh, tifVning his b:»‘k to Ins niistr<'ss wifli eoiupleti- disregard 
of the pr^^)rieties. 

iJolojes stood hsokyig aboi?t her. The room was very 
Yet presentlv she seemed t(:> be listening. For her 
fai^e \^re a look«t)f sad aiul strained attention, and at best 
becajae set a*i*I rigid, lilv*^ tlw face of one making a violent 
effort of^the \wlT or of the imaginata >n. She (‘hasped her 
^ands together with the palms held outwar(Js, and lier arms 
straighf down against her b^sdy. 

^Nero sighed again, a^Vl snniTIed with detorminatioA. It 
^eme® he Trad a c<^d. ITc drew closer to the fircf stijj 
keeping his back to^his mistress. There was in \n? appear- 
ance at this moment an extraordinary h^xyk of diillj yet 
^ncentrated egoism. Dolores glanced towai’ds him aii3 
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unclasped her Iiands. And her face, no fonger rigid, M?han^ed, 
melting into wistfulness and then into an almost despoirifig 
sadness. She'^ went to the portrait of hcrsdf, stood before 
it for a morwent, then crossed to a sofa by tine* fire, ^fbok off 
her hat and vtil, laid them down Ix'side her, and leaned^bojikT 
And, \vith Nero, who seemed selfishjy unaw are eff her prcSeace, 
sjre ^tarti^J into the red gl<'W\ as the ws)men in*the landsd^pe 
on the Ciisel stared across the sea over which it storm was 
ap[)r(.)aching. 

bhe wars roused by the sound of the door by w Inch rfhe Tad 
mme in being shut. 

' Oh, is that you, Thco ? ’ sh(‘ said. \ 

She turned round. A very tall and lean, but wxhl-set-iip 
nTan wfts standing justTat thr thrr^hold (,)f the rrxswi, looking 
il^it with brilliant, and luminous, hire l ather >ad evfs. 

II e wore a inuusta<'he and a [x/intcd beard just tniu'hed ^ith 
grey.' Ills \'ery welWf< wneol Iwad wuts (‘(.l^vS/red el()S<Jy wiVh 
straight hair in wdiich also th^Te wore many grey threads. 
His eompt.'xion was dark and "^Ijrow nod iis pf, '^iiiLtimilly 
swwrtliy, it liad been much ecv[X)Sed tn the*sun at some time 
of his life. His thin artistic hands ws?re browm too, and 
l(H»ko<i oiLgor and sonsiti\'o, and his fcaturos wxxe regudar, 
shar])ly cut, and not largo. TIctc wa.s something restless 
fieryu somothing wilful and erilieal,an his a[ >p(‘aranoe. ife 
wiis (.*l)viously a very intejligeiik man, and he looked a sincere 
one. lie look* d als*^ like a man \ \\(* would ^be subject to 
changifig m()ods, and who was what is ealhal highly strungr 
There was a certain resemblance of tv]>% bcdwe< n Inrn and 
Dol ores. Eoth were tall, slight, dark, expressive, jand 

sensitive lorTing. lUit then’ were a S'sftness, a wistjulness, 
and a mystery m her winch wore lacking m tbe map vj-rv 
stoeni near the door. Ik was k<'< nlv mas^ulpic. Thfit Wvis 
obvious. And it wms eipially obirious that s+ic was aUiiost 
touchingly feminine. 

* It is you 1 luLt arc you driing there ? ' 

She leaned one arm r)n the back of the sofa, ^till fuming 
round towards him. 

‘ Liking at the ro<3m,’ replied her llTisband 

He havl a very" deep and nn^ludious l^ass voice, that waS 
both^strong and soft, and that always attracted peopk to 

tfm. 
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‘ It ’s Se^nffing ok like your room/ he' added, coming 
■forward slowly till he could see the fire, and Nero seated 

before it. 

. ^ 

^ expre^ioo of distaste twisted his features tis he 
■^«rceived the dog, but he made no allusion to bini. 

''^'Hie^first drawing-room, of course, dex"su’t exist yet,’ 
he cofttinued. " 

No. must work at it.’ 

She stifled a sigh. 

‘ Th^’’ really aru sjilendid rooms,’ said Sir Theodore. 

W* wouldn't ^jave made a belter clioici'. But they need 
ver}.^ pe^ept .;^anging. Luckily you and I are no fools 
a^ut>5ucF matters, tfoloretta. We '11 have it all beautiful, 
but wo ’l|^ha\L“ it cosy toed 

■ Hev^f^w oi;^ a cigar-rf-ase, opened it, and took out a larvif, 
Ji^ht-coloOTcd Hav.ana. 

* ‘ I ’"ve got time Jiefeire dirniCr, haven't-, I ? ’ 

A ci(*ck chimed. 

‘Onl^'aovp. I siippo'^^r the Trihurui fiasn’t c 

‘7 haven't*seeg it/ s.iid D(dlores. 

Her husband li^dit<’d his ci^Jur. He was still standi rii^. 
She,#vvith a supple movement, alm< •st'^ like a ehild's, had 
^Ira^vTi up her fec^ on to the sofa, and was sitting half curled 
i>j^?irn4>ng tH^ cushions. 

‘ Sldall 1 ring and ask 7 ' she added. 

‘ N«-)^dor/t iHdther.’ ^ 

He seemed*to hesitate. Theti he said : 

^ My «ro<im deicsrbt elo at all yet.’ 

And hej sat down in an ai iu-rh;iir and stretehed (jut his 
ver^' lon^legs. lie was six foot three, ljut he wws a graceful 
-T^an, \?ith a singular ekise ed movern<mt, so that his unusual 
hgigia never stri|j_'k [)eojile AhsagreeabU'. 

’ Are youd^Jhd to beOjit of the Grand Hotel ? ’ he con- 
tinued, pullirig^at. his cigar. 

’ I shall be when everything is ejiiitc- right. But tlierc is 
alway9»somcthing dreadful in rooms tliat are not finished 
^nd have nbt been hvcd in, especially when they are s« large 
•s those.’ 

‘ Keep to this one.’ 

‘ but one feels the others on either side.’ 

_uiBitive plant,’ 
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He said it kfndjy, aamost tenderly, afld for a nKfenent; the 
Iip6 of Dolores quivered. 

j^omen aA dways affected by the little things connected 
with a hous^, 1 suf)pose/ sf^e said, with on t ff^t at/ar#ftss 
^detachment. # 

' S' 4 are mm, if th< y 'ic fCt alj. likr* me, e^cciedh” Wticn 
tjbe>%'re v^ut <>f harness.' 

He sii^hed, and immediately afterwards Nero sighed too, 

by the hre. 

Sir Theodore lo(»kr(l irritated. 

‘ They have in<»re time to notice and A all tlu httle 
things,’ he added, ‘ when they are out of ha. C'ss ’ 

Dolor^'S was ga/ing at him iiow, hut he was hot Ihok^lig 
ed her. He Wies staring t>ov;irds tt. ‘ tire. 

' ‘Aren’t you aeen^t«'ne‘d y< t ts) Ixing <* ^ of. ^^wnes^' 
Theo ? ’ st<* ^aid. ' It 's a \e.'ir iiow.’ 

* \>s, just a y< ar; sinec ue e-mr :<) hheiie, free peopl*- 
I dn thankful to hr hr- re in O- ad - - f up in tli<- »rlhrm sn(,)ws. 
Rut still -- -w L'll, I Nvish I \V(T(' 'll \d<'niia, Dok rc ^.ta / eus 
Arnbassadrir. I eonfess th:it. woul t have rnaae a 

delieious amba^sadrrss. I sleeild lia\e hecn proud of you.’ 

‘ As an amhas>;Lorr >,s 

She sjfoke with an rm| >li;i^is that attisu'led his attention 
lie lo(;ked awa\^ fr^rn thr (irr, m whieh, [)rrhapy he h"'d 
the Enih;i>sy at Vienna. 

‘ WTat is it, Dolorrt t;i r 

‘Only that I eand lr'l[) widung I were her Excellency,’ 
she answered lightly, 

\h looked at her iiitentl\u 

‘ W ere you aiubitreis tL»u Y ’ he i.usk' d. ‘ Sfjinehow'^ I 
uevrr tlioiight so. w rre vru really dnihitenis ? ’ 

‘ Wdiy not ? Isn’t it natural I should be ? ’ 

‘ But then, what a srerrtic'c Ga/s ll^ you are 
He drew' his chair for^^a^d a little iirarur to the sofa. 

' Were you ver>^ vexed with me for retiring ? ’ he said 
‘ I w^as veiw^ sorry you retired.’ 

‘ Foe yourself ? 

‘ I sonw’ on all accounts. I didn’t tliink yoi.' were 
:fte sort (st man who could be happily idle.’ 

‘ But I ’ve got so many tastes, so manf hobbies.’ 

^He paused. Dolores w^as silent. 
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Hav<»’f I ? ’ 

Yes.’ 

Surely,’ he spoke with a certain pressi^c — ' surelr I 
copld up my«tir»e far better tlTan the average man ? 

^ ‘l^e^mu ifappily idle then ?^ ’ 

on hcr^ide showed curi'.tsity, and she leaned forvard% 
as Sh^ put the question. 

•Why not ?*’ 

You are ! 

‘ J ’m free of a grt^at many duties thal: were tiresome, that^ 
bort"d itie, thaUV^teild have been in<‘i( ased ha* 1 I^beeii made 
t#n aifibassad^xT have no id<‘a — but nt course you 

hs^e^ Evfn tft Tan^( r we had en<»ugh social enniit, hadn't 
we ? ’ 

‘ L e_t iB cor^ratulate uursdves on our escape ! 

^J^ncI^rJwdia rust ohoose t<d be frank, neither diel sha. 
v^jicc seemed t<) iinply^that. 

‘ We^an both fiursue ourjiolsbies fert^'aously,' she adtled. 

‘ I#my music, my reading, y<su yb>ur anti(juity hunting and 
roil# fT>x hjntii^, your ^motoring, your skdi^liing, your 
Russian. You can vTite a jday if you like. When we were 
at Tangier you often said you wislvul had t<ime to trp 
to write a play — ~ ' 

brokc%^')ff. She was not a good liand at sareasm, and 
was soTm exhausted by ijn effort unnatural to hor. 

‘ When one haa no time f^r thi»gs on<^ longs to do them. 
J3ut when one has unlffnited J:ime cmc sornetimtss realises 
orte’s liyiitations unphaisantly. I have diploniatie gifts. 
But as to^becomiifg a writer •lays, or, in fart anytliing 
els^ — now, it ks too late. At lifty one is formed, if not 
deforrr>ed.' 

iP«*^aps hfr attempt at h^tire had turned him towards the 
tAith he had- ieAned fvixious to avoid. For now^ he said, 
wattf a new gTliviJ;y : 

‘ Dolofetta, ft is getting in here, into this apartment, that 
doye it.’ 

‘ Done ^«hat, Theo ?^’ 

^ ‘ Made rne understand wdiat a deuce of a mistake I made 
m i^igning. As long as we were mr la 
Vnoving, stajdng in rither people’s houses, I could deceive 
myself, could pretend I was taking a holiday. But n^w wo 
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MTc setUed, o» nearly ^ttlcd, the truyi appe^A.^and it'i, 
naked as Adam before the Fall. The very first night m 

sl(^t ill tills d^iartnu'Tit 1 rcalisnl ^vhat a fool I had been.' 

Dolores had wanted tht: trutii. No\^^b«t she had cm]; jt 

she lookctl troubled. 

' Did you f ’ she said, and her voice was bh-irv. 

Her husband f^nt up and ste>od by the fiyrplacc, which 
Va.s drep and hiph, and was surniount'al by a handsone 
stone mantelpiece with columns, and a frieze of little dancing 
boys. 

Yes. It is in one’s home that one kno >'s the real truth 
of one’s lif.o’ 

‘ Is it ? ’ 

‘ But surrlv VMij, a woman, must know tliat better than I ! ’ 

O'- . 1 

He learcdl one arni apainst the frn/.e, and lor-ked down 
or. hb'f from his preat height, and his ev<_s were ly eai^nt^st 
as ht‘ went on. 

‘ Outsid's <:>ne is taken by the worlds (,ae is deafvmed by 
V(>ices, blirithal by the cloud <sf litth' things that s\yeep upon 
one like locusts and blot out the rt ality in ^vhic'l/or i.^,. 
One miglit be anywhere. One dvtesn't see. But in one’s 
own hone, one secs, And iksw we are at home.’ 

‘ Yes.’ 

‘ When you come to tliink of it, Doloretta, ^his is rcall\ 
the lirst time sint'e wt* 've be< [i married that we ’ve been in 
our very <'Wii hom-, (di oan Isv <)ursel\es, in a place we 
selected. For a dipk'nii;i t ist is always on the move, and hiv‘^ 
to go ^vh^■re he is sent, and g^ t \Uiat house or flat liycuiu.’ 

^ Yes.’ 

Though Dolores was me.nosyllabic her eyes were becoming 
almost horrihly elkKjuent ivs she lo<)k d up at la^r husband. 
In their deptlis fisar seemed to, lurk. Yet tlr y ask^ 1 
more truth. And it seenud that he saw (Tiily ^hat demand 
and not the fear behind it. For lie continued : 

‘ Ten years married and this really our hr^t hon.e ! Our 
own shell I It is no wonder, I suppose, that it comes upon 
me almost as a shock.’ 

‘ A shock — to l)e in your own Ikuiic ! ’ 

TlV npvclty of it. It certainly is a beautiful home jn a 
beautiful city, but still ’ 

‘ Tljeo/ she said, and her manner and voice had completely 
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^*hwiged,|wire now ^ager, almost iervo^isly ^nxiou?, ‘ you 
ar^ tike me. You are feeling the unfinished rooms on either 
side. That ’s what it is. For a man you are very sensitive. 

YqM OH^ht nc\ C‘?* tf I \ (‘rarit' in Tn'i c i in 

perfect order. I nnghtn’t^tM h;>\'o let ynu coinn. Vnu liavq 
be^rr witlf a^wTong iinjim.ssidi’i. ’^'ou dnar old Thao ! ’ — 
she*srgilbfl, raj^^ing la r (.'yebrows a litlh- — ‘ were Ji1\uiys 
dfliprcssed— ^loii’t yini nTncinlti'r ?— \\ lu.n ye arri\Tal ir? the 
new places yon w( re a<-'Ti dj1rd t<>.’ 

‘Whs I? But I didn’t say I uas dcpis sm d now, D olor- 
etta.^ 

" Yttii are. ^/mti ir^was always so. T rurollect }>tTf< ufly 
wts^lj^wTiiserAl '1< ‘ V( »Ti w< F'- tlu- lii'-t fow dasss at thu Hak^ue,’ 

‘ Oh, the HLgiiu I 

‘ Ar),(Jdl was ^ust th<‘ saTn(‘ at Tanu-i'T.' 

i ^o, tnuTu ysiii ’ru really wr<aiy, 1 )< 'lois t ta.’ 

•lie Spoke d»'cisi\'elv., and 1 oke<l at Ikt with a new, ^ keen 
pBiietraiion. 

' Jda^re you 'r<‘ hlnllinau' li'‘ ^aid. 

!!♦ earne Jijvay.froin llu' liis [‘larsy 

' Ptiulling ! ’ she exidaiinetl, alnaot as if in an/i^er. 

‘ 

IR- sat down beside luT on tlu* sofa, aft* r removing her 
H^r^ind veil, Mid putting tluan on a table close by. 

‘^Vhy are y- ai trying t^ bluff V 

She looked down, ifor kafg ov* l^slu s showed against the 
^beautifiTl ])allr)r of lu r l^iec. ib r liu^band noti(‘ed tliem, 
ancl rem^nilierb'd how he had d*ligM<'d in ttuau wlu-n he 
first fell iy love \m 1 h l)o|or(‘^. It had }u rha])S been very 
absi^rd, l«^it he lieluvu'd that lu' had lir-.t fallen in love 
with tlK).se h>ng and <«irhng <'d* laslu's. Idiev had se*‘ined 
TiT^rWjin — wh;it A vh<*W‘ world of deheiiais, sensitive, 

shrinkiTig, '[^••im^ng v#nianliness as Ilu*v showed against 
th's s^)tt eliceks. JLdu y kat^ touelu'd him, he renaanbered, in 
inne#m ■)st {Tart <•[ Ills naiur<‘ ; had stirred within him a 
proteetj^a: instin<d that vao oer]uisiti\m Und not whoUy 
without brutality ; Itie^’^ had filled him with the mysterious 
I^ngi eomplet;^nian, longings that come surely from 

^jd^Rud reach out towards God, and that make a gloy 

^ith a splendid woifder at fiimseif, at the stirring of the 
strarfge living force which is his essence. 
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Now, as hc^ looRcd tlu rn, he stil^ felt a ternlerncss, 
proteetivenoss, hut hr frit also a sense of frustration that 
cold andnalnusst trrrihh*. 

' What i.'i tlir M.1 (d it ? ' hr said aft'rr A p^use. 

Dolores st^ll I'x.krd down 4n si]<Tier, without moving. ^ * 

‘ Oanr with nae’ said hrr huslaind, as if tL.king a 
reS( »lutioii. 

Hr sto trhrd out his hrown, eagrrdooking ho/rd, and tdok 
one < >f hrr bauds, aia^l g' »t U[). Shr ( >l)ryrd his nictvaaurnt, and 
hr Ird hrr thr^uLdi tin; hrautifnl, hut still ])artially chkotic 
apartinriif, into tho room that was t** hrOfis, thr %^.Mdojr, 
tho great dinirig-r< " an, I hr hall, into Hr ir in;<\VQS(^ hedro( an 
and thr rooms f(»r gursts. In all, rxerpt in their hi^hoom 
^and iri'tlu,^ ro(»rn th< y had <]uittf (h the furnitdre was n<:)t yet 
<arfang*-d. In s>>mr tlu' (‘urt,Hins w<‘rr not y t huT'--- nor iWo 
rfiqr ts |;yd do\s n. 

' It ’s not r'sad\' ! T( ts not in ordor, hh< (> ! ’ Dolores 
mu^n 1 uriIl^^ ' W’.-ut ;i liMlc!' ^’"ii must me time, 

Thro ! ’ 

IL said nr.thiriLU "rily elasp< d luT hand nusrr tiglitly'and 
led her on. 

^ You (Mightn't t^. ha\e eoinr in till e\(T\dhing \vaa i^adva’ 

. ‘go" 

she said. ' I always kiaav it. I always kirrn' ! 

At last thry returned to Imt draw irig-r«sorn. '\Sir Tiiro3(,^e 
shut the d< Hsr hehirid I le ni. 

‘ I'his room is rradv, rsn't it ? ' h'‘ said. ' Isn't it, Dolor- 
etta ? ' 

‘ Yes/ she answa red. 

' And isn't it in just this room that one ferlf it most ? 
Doesrft it eiit into you iimst^ sharjdy, deeply, here^'" 

‘ C'ut into vs Ml wv hat ? ’ 

For an instant th< rr was the fsok alrnos^ of a suppheatmg 
5 la\a' in her small fare. 

‘ The truth, that we are failures, fou arfll^I, Doloretra. 

A\hth an ahrii^t nKwernent he spiang forward to tnr hearth 
w'here Nero, who had taken no notiee of their deprfidure or'" 
retuiji, was still sitting in a humped position, looking egoist,’"^ 
and ^ull, caught the disg up by the .^ruff of h>s neet, and 
l^d tfrft'at arm’s length towards Dolores. 

‘ This is all we ’ve got I Docs this make a home /or a 
i|^an t ’ he said/ almost with violence. 
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Nero stjmjfgled, wythed» couphed,fl>linl^x], gnd shed drops 
of sticky moisture from liis bulgint^ eyes. 

^ Look at it ! All we ’ve got, y< >ii and I, to nyike a homt^ — 
aftgr te^ years I i 

drftppeef the now shrieking^ dog to t^e carptA. 

'?A.»d ea#h^>ther, Then? Arid our lo\'c ? ’^almost \vhis-% 
per(?d*J3f)lores. 

va^r her white face a Ihish, that was like ?i Hush ^ shgna^ 
had spreiwl. Her hiisl):iiid ^lar* d at the e;g’p( t. 

‘ Lorgive me A F^^rgiv*' me ! ’ ho '-aid at last, slowly and 
without^ looking yit his wif<‘. ' But -I Aa.^ been do Deiizars 
t^d-daf^,* and . 

! -said i>dores. ^ I knew it ! ’ 


CHABTKB III 

FRANaas Df.xzil had born Sii' Tlioodoreks le st man when he 
and y^sloros \‘o're married, and h;id him':^‘lf been i»arri(.‘d six 
weedcs later to lAlna M.issmgham, a girl of whom it had born 
S^fljn said by^ior^ri'. nds and ao< jiiainl ;i la'os, ' tidna ought to 
get*a g^»od husband. Sho would mab'o suofi a perfe(‘t wife 
and imdlior.’ Sla* had le ovtfullill^ I ler dostin^a Sho had 
;veddr‘L}% t he i»an sho lo\%‘d uikJ lied !■ <‘ome the mother of 
tltVf'e ehydron, a boy and t ws . girb.. Sir Lle odore ^vas the 
eldest child’s, tla^ iffo 's, godfathoM, and this adored lirstborn 
lia(Lbe<:'n#<Mllo<i bv his namo. 

Frangas Deii/il, hko^Sir 'I'h' odore, ha(l ent^ red the* dip|(»- 
ser\'i(S^ l‘Ut, unlik<‘ friend, la* had remained lu it, 
aral was *it*the aig,' of forty, Ciaineillor of tla* Biitish 

Fml^ssy in Juai^^', aftgr nods of seiwuee at Berlin, Paris, 
*Beljgi'adfi; and Either pku'os. Although apparently a satis- 
factory and certainly a clever and industrSous diplomatist, 
Denzil lae lieal , or was thought tjy some to lack, more than 
Sue of the r^ualilications for er)mplete success in the profession 
lie Jja?l adopted. cared little for soeiety, and Iw 

^lature \Yhat the English sfimctimes call ' a home biren’ 
Simple and direct in niamicr he was unc;ompromis^g in 
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opinion. He rvfis sfip])le or adaptable, never ^retende^ 
to care for anything he did not like, however fashionably it 
m^ht chanco.to be at the moment, and was so honest and 
pehuine that the soiaully insincere thbiiglit ^^im brusque. 
He hated (sirds, had gi\^en up (Janeing when he married, 
and never dr(‘anc‘d of llirting with his neighbour’s' ^ifc.^ 
Alth< »iigh he (lid ip >t wear glasses/ and his gre}" eyes, s<j t wide 
kpart. in -!iis large le ad, t^ok'd as if th^v saw yerv well •c-.ll 
that was going oneii< »un<l liini, h^' w as in reality *rt -sighted. 
This fa(‘t, \vhi<‘h was iinkno\vii (o ne>^t pfs.ple^ caused hiiii to 
stare sometimes at tlcoe about him in <imiianndr^ whieh 
dis(a aicerted tle iii, and whH'h had earned fo^^diirn the nariie 
of ‘the b;Lsilid<d In fullillmg vdiat he rggarr*j(d 
diplornatig duM' S hi' as indefat igabl(n but b-; did last seem 
t<') consider t hat am< aig t Ic'm as nund )ered t l^e dii ly u^f bcirj^ 
seaually charming t<> those f( a' \'.hem he eared n<<"nTng, er of 
w'heim he aeti\'(Iv ( 1 1 sa ppr* o f r h ()n'‘ fascariating wssmaa,* 

half Polish, half Sieihan, wl'ieii the ip'W (VuiK'illor \Vhs r>ne6 
l>eing disi'ussed m h' r pr- s-aa'e by a eotei ie of Ivogians, had 
dismisse(J him w ith li\'e w<»rds of mmgl' d , French • and 
Itah an, ‘ C\'::t nn . r 

Mrs. I)('n7il as ('.harnims’’ for bo1 h hersdf and her husband. 
She had 1 o\'e(l aial niarrh<l him for his stp*ng lemesty'and 
his abs(>luts* smeeriteu and h;id e\'er siia'e laid 'Aers(df oii<^ tJS 
make u[) for his soeial short e. aiiing. w hn'li she s(‘ldom hinted 
at to him, an<l whieli sho-r^^MTi biv' adored. 

She Hut ln'.iUi ifiil, a. 1(1 \sli( ii Ix sidc a Woman liko' 

Dol ores l(M)ked plain, but e\eryl)odv thought her, and called 
h(T, a charming woman. On Ict mother’s sale she was 
Ibdian aiel she was ratla r dark than fair, ^^lth a gs^ >d figure, 
pretty hair, and g'ra<a fill mosenierus. Hut hrT features 
were irr<‘gular and iiid< fmil e, and she had < >ne deeid(ed ^^Tcgt, 
a east in the lef^^ < y*'. Somehow- — f a ('aniea ^!.e eharrning 
wairnan ac'hiew' tlu* miraeulous at vv ilf V— ^trs. Lenzil became 
additionally attraetixa* by reason of this dejeetive'^'eyc. 
appealed, and not in vain, to the hearts of both wsernen and 
men. ^ It gave to her faee a fsok of e>;_cr'ptional, aftd tenderly’ 
odd naturalness, as if she gazed at you like that^, leavers,, 
bgcausfe knew you wutc really her friend and wouldn’t 
mind. It established a sort of contiaential relation with 
yem, a told stcret may. Very few could resist it, but of 
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•that fact/Mrs. Den^l seemed quit^ una^prarek She had no 
gelf-consciousiiess, and lived genuinely for, and in, others. 

l)ei\x\\ vnle aivd \\\s e\\\\d^eY\, \)\al 

doiabth^ V’h^^th^r he realised ho*\v much the former was 
perpetually cnjing, without ostejitation, to furtlau Ins career. 

airrt^ifaous, and meant To rise to the ts'p (d his pro-^ 
fes|iom, *and ty be a sueeAsfiil amlsassador. And he^knew 
ttet his brains and his talents entitled Inm To sueegtal \^heTl." 
others, far less cleser than Inmsrlf, had •laujigrd to a\'oid 
failure. But, with •his natur<^ hr e(.rild n()t prreeive his^ 
shortcpfiiings (n\ tlie social sid<‘ of lifr, and thrT^‘f(_ue etsuld 
rfot see ^learlj^ how vifr, without er aeknowIiMlging 
thwv> strof'e tTj c'ovef them up. If he* del a hn]s(|ue thing 
tr) sc>me ore? sl^e* did som< ynng eharming to the same.prrson. 

he .j^^aTle aj^az/Je, a.'^ hr orca a* >iia!ly did, shr aetrd 4hr 
jepintanc^ which srldrni dawnrd in 1ji> mind or heart. #If 
Ije, being short-sightej, pa- #^1 s<>mr one \shom fir did not 
specialR" a])pr<j\X‘^of, and N'>h'> had falk iT among tliie\'es, hv 
onHhe^)yirr^side, slie ])layr(l thr part of tlir g( lod Samaritan 
i?nd-was liberal \s^th the oil an<l wmr and tie/ inoia v for tlie 
landli ird. 

IV' 1).' 117 ils Were Hot vri’y \v< ll oft f. .r g )1(‘ in ftipk iimnwg 
tm^ therefor^s h^\ ing thrre ang^' ls, tie y \srre ohligrd to lj(‘ 
aap'ful Ami h' re again Mrs. It' ii/il did wonders without 
letting thrill hr kies win , Slir [uart d an rronoiny that w^as 
as secret as if it had t)'-< n efimin;^. And this \artir* in her 
wvas thfti* mofe graeious^^ lx (■a»ir-,<; slir-^ was naturally open- 
handed;* So wans I^'T hushand. But wle.assis lie oftrn ga\ad 
w^ay to h^s impuls(‘, and for tha^ wats praised and admired, 
Mrs. Deftzil usually did s* ria t \aolrnre to lens, and, but f()r 
^ her cburm and elrvei* j *ri\sa(‘y,^might have been eoiisidered 
('[r^t?^«and esHitriving. As tt was she just esisaprd, and was 
only dubl:f^l 1.)y a few English ' an admirable manager,' 

^ nndT)y some tta aiis binnui (hnxna di casad 

She ^as alw^ays well though (juietly dressed, and always 
perfectly coiffie ; but no one ever saw^ h^^ in a really ex- 
jjensive g^'^vn, exccqit perhaps msw and thru at a Court ball ; 
,and h^d never ,::j^orn a hat that cost as much as five 
po\jinas, unless some rtdation had given it to her. 

Of the three children who had increased and fortified 
DenziU’ love, Theodore, the eldest, was eight years ^ome 
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months old, I#is was sfe, and Viola three. ^Theodortf 
resembled his rnotlicr in one important respect. He 
pl^n, but so olianiiing that no one ever thought coldly about 
his looks, or " pick(‘d them to pieces.’ ^Hfs little n^ise 'vyas 
pot very well formed, but it .looked so innoceni, and tuVned 
"up sliefhtly ab(>\e sueh a kind and trustfiil sm^Jl mouthT^nd^ 
below a pair of sueh sinerre andT friendly brown eyei, that 
hiost of the Ix-y Thenks friends would ha\o.‘ been shocked ac^d 
grieved had it aijiuptly be(s>me (rreeian. l/is nair'^was 
brown and <|uite straight, and nung down near his 

eyes. He Vas \aTy slight, a rner<- wis[) of a b«»y, bht ftghe, 
gentle but jdiK'ky, and extremely e. )ie^id< isat'^of the feelings 
of others. Indeed in a (diild his th< night fuineat, for, ttijse 
arouncL him was almo^^ urKsumy. It was,^ p(.‘rhaps, this 
'{;n^it in her little ,s( .n I hat Mrs. ] )en/.il m< )M I- to li^ 

bruins they were ahu"st as good as hi> hearVf^^^TIe 
epiiek-w itted, \'ery ardent and imagunati V(‘, and full of hrc. 
And he had a marked sense of what was dramatic. 

Iris was a serioijs ehil<l, sh- 'rt-.M^dit^ d like h, r a, And 

staring sornewliat in his inaiiie r. She was-kinoh^ but rating 
deliberate, and liked to sum people up before she fidmittc'd 
them withui the golgh u (‘iis'le of h<T eonlideiKoj. When^avMh 
tlasse sh<.‘ did n* U care ahoip she sene tinges had an ah’ of 
boredom that \s'a- (‘<ani(e Her fatle r call. d ' the fentalj* 

diplomatist/ and dee/n^d that Ic' <-ften teok ler opinion 
when he was d< mbtful a!) vjt anV f>' enl e<‘)iineete( i \s ith foreign 
p(jhe\g and that slieMil w a\''^ gnid^bl him anglit. She W'as- 
jirettv and fair, rather ma--.iv'e, arid had a will of iis^i, W'hieh 
cuulddn ea r \ (T, he made almost a.s wax I )\^ mil e t • | vs hi eh she 
woLs fervaaitlv deveged. As wax melts Iseft.re a Imt lire so 
wxnild the irsui will <»f Ire. iiielt i)ff<)U‘ a time. Shc'^lways 
l^Hsked the j letiire of health, and had nr v er had a 
illness. 

Little V i(da wets more like her hret her, tl)ut she woes less 
iien' and dramatic than he was, and oeeasionally Vridulge.^ 
in languors that" seemed wilful. Her father said that she 
gave herself airs, but he lowal her ^irs. She h^d less wall 
than fris, but more (jmekness of mind ^nd more qhamj. By 
a^ornrtic/d^ding herself to pec)plr she attraeded them tofher,^ 
and cstahlished an ascendancy over 'them, whereas Iris 
appcafcd to wisii for a worthy circle of friends who w^'ould 
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Ihiit theiiselves tocher without giving hrr* trouble. Iris 
had something of the judge in her composition. Viola much 
of the siren. 

tf-^ise tlyee*chi1dri-n, Theodore had been bctfn in Paris, 
Iris m Beip^ade, V\o\a in Miv^ivs. Tive-odore already spuVn* 
•threetlariguag^— Englisli, J-'roneti, and Italian; the la^t not 
we ll. *Ard li ("•and his sisturs ivcrc (|nit(; co^nopulit^in. 

T^lthoiigli^rs. l)(jnzil uiuJcrsf . m m 1 flic art of efross, and 
was full ]f)f natural ohann, slu" was luit a* wttfuan <)f much 
knoWled^S arid had smuu tliinrf (»f the averaL^- ftalian’.s 
carel^mess arid ii^ujorancr in all matters (‘omudctrd with 
houses^ ^01/ (.1«C( siaiti'^^i and arranu^ ru'Uit. She did ir>t put 
up <.vAite Iflce cuidains in front <>f Iwr iviraiows, and pm 
photo^u’aplis afld piutur** f#>st(sards oiiMluan, or s< > J;fyLanrsr^ 
i'a/is iirafctc mat#, hut shw had hitia of lhat s(Tisa of lha haaut# 
antl^omfon: d'^sirahla in h\inu rtwaiis whndi is ch:ura(darist*ic 
of most modarn F^iuli^iwonu.Tl in har al.s^s of lifo. 

Althougli IcT fatluT had l^aaii an Jhii^Iislunan she was on 
t^e VluJ^imfYe Italian tha^i IsiiLdish, and sha shrwvad this in 
mai?5" ways, anKsi^a tlcun m Ihi^Iaak of tin* Tsrn^dish sense 
of h'sust'la /Id eosin(‘ss aial haaiity. She was (saraful tsi have 
a gvri^jrl cook, and was naicr untidy. IJiTt sho did not mind 
QC^ii^iinations of cthliUiT t hat woiild ha\a? randar-s] lifa hideous 
t I '!( g’as, ahd ari arrange rnaiit of fiirriitms* so f(.>rnial as to 
chill hbT t() the hole*. Francis l)on/,il had hettar taste in 
tliesa raspaets than hi^ ^«^if<s, hut fia was itia type of man 
\'v{ 7 o k avas thas“ thmy'' to tha*woman if ha has one in tiis 
life. ir(,'^al\N ays toijv I thia's ad\'ja(^ wlu ri tha\' had t() ehf'iose 
a IK'W alriiil'a And as ha h.dt to har tlia an gating (>f siTisints, 
the^ak ating of alotlu-s for ttia ^dnldren, and tlu' laasung of 
..i'ards, ?o he left to lifr the arranyuanant of furniturts the 
plaem|j of cushioys, and th?‘ d(‘eoration of rooms. Only in 
his ojvm sitfTTi^room die allow himsalf a free hanrl. And 
bis free l^uui m^aTit plafity of nawspap(Ts, h(Bsks, and eiyars, 
a' very large waiting-table, capacious ehair^, and a window 
throwm ***virle opera 

« Sir Thcirdore and Qenzil had been friends from .their 
youth, ^lth«ugh ther>.ivas a differenee of ten years i^. their 
gge^f Their families lived iij the same county, Werccstef- 
shire^ The fact that both had chosen the same profession 
jjiad perhaps drawn them more closely toijether. But y; 
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hiKl also oftefJ pu? leagues of space between thcM, 
since their respective marriages had they been accreditee 
t(^ the same^ embassy. And so it had chanced that til 
Sir Theodvre retired the intercourse ‘between thr friends 
,ari(l their wi\T‘s tiad bern rare, and had taken place in 
England dnnnp^ pcricals of leH\aa 

Dolores hadjne\‘er rr^o’rttetl this. Shf* adniireih F^ina 
l^ehzibs a:‘harart(T. She rrspectrd h^ r. Sla* vven felt Her 
charm and l,'k( (h hv r ; but slir wisfxd to be far away from 
her. For Mrs. Drn/jl was the fruitful and she was the 
baiTen \uhr. It tortured D(F)r< s to srr the ha[)py.,Dcnzil 
household, to return from it t'd IhT'owii (URpty Q-^-d silent 
interior. It t« *rl urcil h(T still m< ►rs* to know tiiat lier hH*i+Tand 
saw it; e()[Fi[>ar(“d tin* < ih‘ hoiiw \s<th the (hhr^r, compared his 
f — 'ihe barren — ^^lth bis fie nd’< xinc tlAt wm^^uitfula 
’^Mrs. I)(‘ri7,il fiad tic* boy Thco, Ins, and tiola. 'Slic, 
D<slor'‘s, had - None' fioH. 

AVh'Ti, a year ayo. Sir 'Fedwlore bad rrlired, he and his 
wife had eorne t* - I\oim‘ f<a Iji'* winter, partly , because 
KF)me was a ddiyhtfiil eh v to winter in, l)i:t partly^^also 


because I)('n7il \wis t’oufi<‘illor (*f the Fntish Embassy. 
Dbilorcn' had riot bked to resnt her husbaiid’s su^^cstion 
that they should pa>o six m< mills m Iveane. She w<^s..a 
VijTV sensitive Wf'maii, but she was also, debjifis; hef althntt 
cliii^im; femminily, a pioinl U(Fii;Ln. And she thought 
that jeak'Usv was the ih’-rt himujE'iting (rt tlie mental and 
affeetiorial allhetions (»f pt.or humanity. To feel ji'alopfV' 
was to feel as if idm* w<Te bFiiig rolled mdlu' dust. ‘ To show 
jealousy! TIuit was to sTinmion the world to \(^>k at your 
degradation. 

So the Carinynges came to Komc atid stayed in th^ (dmni^ 
IIot<‘l fb»r tic* winter. ^ 

From the first we-'k of t h' ir ar^i i \ al DoTviVs date^^l the 
beginning for her of a p<‘r)od af seerM misery, whahi seemed 
to increase day by day till it held her in a (‘old grip that wm5 
like a grip of iron. 

Naj.ural]y Sir d’heodorc, now rcl<>ased from \^^ork, saw‘ 
great^ deal of his friend. Denzil. I^turallv' he wa^, ofteit 
in Deitzibs flat in the Via Venti Settembre. And theft 
wa3 greeted by little voices, was made a slave by jittle 



There he found the family, which at the r^ran(;| 
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hotel VtCii represented by Apache, a bi^ tefrier, the pre- 
decessor of Nero. Sir Theodore was one of tliose men in 
whom the natural instinct of niar^ to reproduce his spocYs 
w'aS^lnipst a^:)assioTi. lie loved eliildreg, and^beeause of 
that, children lb)\^ed him. went to him ^it unae, as a# 

^upj^ gxs 1:0 « dog \^ith perfcet <‘onfidFnce and almost 

in a^hifrry, intt^it on s}'mj*:ith\' and ji' tting. , And, of CMurse. 
tfffy got be^h. He und<Tst(H)d vliildr' n. And he mfanr 

with all his soul to have children of hR own. And Sir 

• ♦ 

TheOdo^e^s meaning was no slight thing. In his nature 
there»^wa^ mueh* intensity. l^A eii his hands showed that to 
the kev^ ol^sei»a;r. It- had ('^11 le and halm blood in his 
veii>s;^lri silvan cl C<»rnish strains, and Id' iieh tilood thrttugh 
his mother. 

o^oA'et k^ifid ivMt man y iill h<‘ uas fiudy. 

• ?^is dt'la^ was caused by his str< )iig h( *ld up- ai tli^* genuiriR, 
central things of kf'*. \Nas ne>t man who ^ssuld 

many' merely in (-rdor to havr childoai. Porfijct children, 
such oajh^ d(:^ired, could <-yily spring, he believed, frran tic 
s^roTTg love cA a rhari and a u<auan, must b</ the boautiful 
effect of a beautiful camso. In his y-ailh he ](»vcd, and la* 
lovcdf tragi(‘ally. His liaiiec'o was bui^it to (hsdh at a 
(d ^^tnnis-trec pi^ty thi’c'e ^^e<'ks bcf-»ro Iho day lix-d for 
Ks^Vei^ding.^ b^'iirto-ai y<ars parsed by bcforo 1)(‘ again 
lighted his t(.)reh at th<' s.KTcal ]ir('. H^* ne t Doharrs, then a 

mere girl, in Pans, \\ hero ^le-^was jRs mg a few weoks of tie' 
5pjing with hcT parents, and vtiero he \vas attaehc'd to the 
British Hmbassy. Jle f< ]l <lo( p|y m love ^vith h< r. 

Sir Theidijre was one of lleoo nnreunal warm-blooded 
and^highfy intelligont ne n \'de^ romain always y<mng and 
g'lrdent.^ At thirty-ninf he was niori' faseinating than ne*st 
of *tlie «gay yreith^ wdio w'eif daneing, llirtmg and proposing 
in r^ris. flTe^Vomph't-ly^ captivated ])->loros, and, when 
§he was ^ust und<^ twenty and Ir' \\as just forty, they wrtc 
E xarried. Both tliought tliat they were oii^ering a Paradise 
W'hich was the anteroom to lb ‘avern x\nd for a time they 
4 welt in P^radi se. But when they sought to pass on, they 
lound ^hat*the door w^iieh opt'iied to the Denzils ren"(^iried 
closed against them. ^For a long time the^*0eat 
thut^door. Then at last they recoiled. And wero they 
gtill in Paradise? Neither ever staked the other. # And 
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their silence g^.adtAlly became like a cl«ud which ^<invelope# 
them. 

^e\T"r had' it been brykcn until that evening when Sir 
Tneodore, ^‘eturnirig from a \'isit to the Dei^vzils yhere<^he 
4iad been pl/iying with th<' ■ ehih-lren, found D^jlores alone 
with Nero in their uniinisfird apartment. rTIiat ef?nin^ 
the cToud Wcks \i)Iit asundb-r ils 1)\' liLrhtiiiiia r 

r f - o ‘ 

fa 11 an (dutburst from Iht husband \s a.s un^nreeedentfd. 
''let it did n(ii' surprise I)ol(>re‘s. On the (‘‘^aitrary, it seemed 
to Jier iriovitable. It se< rnrd to h< r as if the previous 
winter thry had passi d in R-nir, as if tho days of tKi^^bse- 
epient autumn, had Ixsai l>uf a [irstl* aig' d preparatie^o, fQj* 
husband s cry^ as h(‘ held tie* urithirig doy towiiilus lie>Fm 

I <.)r fourteen es'ars Tleo had foasgora* the ehance (sf having 
whMdren beeauso ( »f his srrret rianaiasy had curbed Jjis grc^V 
(h sire Irs.t hr should stumbh; blindly into the ^teoiid itst, 
whieh IS thr sha<low .d Kiioaio^r ffp, ardour of his* 

trmpcranaiii l),d>res kno\s- vdiat thal 'pe riod of waiting 
must h a \'e (_■( t - 1 him. 

And since tlwn Iw liad \^altrd Pai \s‘ars. 

So htiig as h'' had rrmainrd m dipl<>ma<‘y lie had main* ' 
tain(‘d a strong b.Sal on thr zest iind tie* yfay of life.^ For 
he WbkS a man \‘.ifli ambifr-n, and had a^ijuiek int<;lle\ j^ as 
well as an <-ay. r In art. F\'en \s h<‘ii he had left the diplorrj^- 
sereaee, m a lit of irntalrm and dieappoint inent brought on 
by his n(»t reroK iny tfie ])'» t a( \ iiTina wtiK'h he considered 
his due, he had not seen punV' <‘k'ai'l\y [icrhaps, tlu* failure of 
his life. Rut Dolores liad known that Ig' would src' it, that 
a (lay must csaiie when the last co\a ring wsjuld be strippe-d 
n\vay and the naked truth appear. She had beeat dreading 
th(‘ dawning (d tliat day, sfie had mhdo d(‘Spcrate effort-S to 
delay its arrival, had striven to bill ddieo’s lifis^to ocem^^ his 
mind, to entertain his intelhs-t, to Ihsd food ffy tris atteriti(uu 
But when he was riot wath her, aIld^.he knew' he was at the 
BenziJs , she felt the u(lvauce (:>f the rnruncid she feared, apd 
she tried to bra\X‘ herself to encounter it. Women often 
kiHjw w'hat must (aime wdum men do rest, and Women who 
lo\ e deeply know best of all. Dolorvs lov ed her husband 
dyepl\^ ^nd she had long realised what effect the interct^urs^ 
wnth the Denzils must have upon him. Nevertheless the 
c^is^n of his cry had cut her to the quick. 
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Her hAirt Beeme^ to be laid bare, abruptly, rwtlrlcBsly , 
Sbe gazed at it and shuddered. And that vision had drawn 
from her the munniu’, almost a si^h, in whieh^for a inomAit 
prifh? Vt%6 sul^ierg< d by love. I'lion as her husisand asked 
^pjC|^aniv}aHjr" fin forgiveixess, *^uid almost si4nuItaneously| 
Eceijiod set4f justilieatiii^^ !)y his naadion of the D^nzils, 
Dolores spr»ke ta r three words, t(M»k up la r hat and ^a il, an^ 
w?nt qui^tl)*out of the roraii. 

‘Forgive nu^ I Fyiguve me!' Ih r.hiTshaftd’s exelarna- 
tionkstil^ rang in her ears. Ihit she kia-w that v^iat he was' 
ti^dn^tx3 d(s in In'! la art was this : he was tr\aiig to forgiN'e 
her for^tev:^ li^vine t/une him a eliild. 

TTTfft was what t(.*ii y<‘ars of de\a»tiori to Ikt husband had 
ended in, ^'bhat the r^v.ard of In i’ has-. 

she o^^en^sl tlie do<^r and (‘arne into their big lx m 1 room—* 
rtc 1 aane of their married life — she fell ] •liwsashl}' niiml). 
‘'S^e put/Lway the ^Tt ifnd \'( i)*and i'emai*ied standing in the 
middle of the ro(.)rn. 

\s4iat di fr<Ter)<a> e< iiild words make between Theo 
and lier ? The silems'^ fiad bern*^, peaking for eaerrs. 

Dol ores said that to la.rsolf. liul die knew thatjhe w^ords 
ju^,^3oken had made an immense di ff<TTn('‘e. Xiwst again 
h( r relation with Thes) be exaetly what it had been 
’inrff rai^v. 

A small s(»und made Iter .-^tart. ^Slie turned sharf»]y and 
listened^ vShf^had shut tiie b(dro(an d^»<*r liehind la r. The 
scgind had deemed to eeinie from there. 

After Ti pause it^eame again. ^And this time she kneov 
what it w^. Nero was serat(‘hing at the door. 


CHAPTER IV 

¥iiat night the Cann5uiges wsae dining out with some 
Enghsk fri?nds in thV Via Gregoriana, and they cJitl not 
fueet til] the carriage waa at4he door. When SirTTlieodofe 
cam® out of his dressing-room, arranging a white silk hand- 
kerchief round his dark throat, and carrying a soft%Iact 



44 


THE FRUITFUL VLVE 


hat, Dolores rnet him as if nothing had happened fo disturlf^ 
their usual relations. He touched her shoulder gently. * 
WIiHt a pfctty cl(uik, Dolorctf^ ! ' sajd. 

* Do you ^.hink so ? ’ 

^ One of the prettiest voii hare e^’cr had. You s^Quld^ 
always wT^ar the (Ueji c<»lcurs tlu-t one can Ii^ok doj^m iuto. 
Thev secin to c^nw <^n voiir heautv, to complete a scheme. 
Nothing shallow’ beleaig. to you. I W’orider w'}r>m we shall 
meet to-nighb’ 

He hel[)<^‘d her carefully into the carriage. 

So the long sileneo that, like a cloud, had lifted'cJor 
moment, closed rs)und them again. 

Dolores had felt sure that it wsaild he so. if-T hu?Pand 
cv^s es^'cntially W(‘ll-l)r(“d. She hkd known, as s^^.e though^ 
hv’er their situation ^vhllo she was dre^vjng, tftht \^en he 
alone and'grew cairn, he would eonsah r liu sudden outbTi^S' 
as a kipse from bib' idral <d conduct. S’u^* harl bee© almo t 
certain that he wsaild try to atone f(.>r it. 

As the earriago d' se- ndod (laohiH to the Piazz#^ t.he^j\^s 
thankful sic* had marritd a subtle man. A bh'mderer might 
ha\'c entrp'd into a^>ologn^‘S and explanations. She could not 
have endured that. In Ic i’ prosent condition (.»f ncrv'^;^ she 
must have unfast<aiod th<‘ eerriagc do(sr anfl jumped outMii^r 
anv such pr(d)r been insrrt'd into la r w’rcmd. 

Put thoiigli in tli.it nr^Cfemt ^D' -T >res weis thankful, as she 
entered once more inj-o the silenec.^ ha.g afterivards, ^remem- 
bering that short dri\''.‘ o\'er (he pavements of Rome, &he 
thought it w’ould ha\ (' hern far Iwtter she and Thco had 
acted at that crisis in tlaur lives as more vulgat^ and less 
sensitive pec)ple w’ouM pr(J)Hbly ha^ve aet( d, if they had 
opened tie ir hearts to each otlmr, had said r^rxl sho^ alb 
that there was to be said and shown. 

But they had had to a('t aei^u^ing to titeir characters 
and their traditions, she supposed, ^heir !rii edoin t^id beer> 
as the freedom those animals in the open-air menagerie Tit 
Hamburg, greater than that of the creatures in the Age, but * 
how far less than that of the creatures in the forest. She 
longtx^ to go away at once from R(yTfic. If shf hail acted 
Acordirtg to impulse she w’ouU have tried to persuade he> 
husband to let their apartment, and she wasuld have taken 
^|ira ftavelling oVer the world to wonderful lands he had not 
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•yet seeiif She wmild, perhaps, Tiave •played a comedy, 
swch as is easily played by the cle\'er, not too scrupulous 
'wonian^ have prutended t<> \>ruak down Ui health, i^nd 
ptr^ua^ed a^doctof to order her away.^ But there was a 
certain native sincci’ity iy he? elKiraelei’. It added t(.) h(^r 
charpi in fIieiff>piui(arLd many jie* ipKa amonjrr whom was he? 
hiV5bAn4. Bwt it ueeasinnallv fought ag.yiibt her wtyrldly 
dflterests. ^he n^aij^iu'd hers<-lf to li\ang in lii’ine* aftd 
resolv'ed^ in that lirst rnonu nt of t)itt( r^(‘( 'nj:ri\ang, to use 
her woman s arts inori' earnestiv to make The() forin t the 
trut^^. which he had so ahni|)tlv pihM'Iainr d ,• tliat their 
marrij||j^RTe \^s a faiiure hrt'anse it had not lierai hlesscd by 
chjWven, ^Ne^t day she e.iyc Xcro a wav, and sh<‘ wrrde a 
note to Lad\^Sarali ask^^ig le r to e^aiie and see tlk' apart- 
.'flaent in tllo P#1 az7j > Ihirbenni. • ^ 

• *But Iva*^y Sarah haii beiai rsalk'd to \apk s hv the ilhti ss 
jjf a littk/ It ah;uiito p^'ol eg( ( • t here, ^vllom she had found 
aband'Sned, and on the jp,. Jjf^. ahvss, and 

whom#^4^ ii^d set up in lymn<’ss as a laiuidress. Slu^ Nvrote • 
!i^ she hoj#(*(l h) be baek in Ih^iu"’ ori the fol]( )\\'ijig I'riday 
morning, and would e< »nu.* in the afterin 'ori of that day. 
Dr>l^es, wh'S was in th.it eoiiditi-ai < nfc ner\'ons*cxe]t'mient 
^\^Teh demand^ inip< re Jiisly to lx; fed with aetioii, was 
(Ti^sris^iortu Mial ely di -.i pp* >int( d, wa'^ bweii ahsiird (aiongti 
to feel almost angry wUh L;idy Sarah. And now that slie 
kns'W the latter (‘ouM d )iii(‘ ^xfore Irida}’' slie risalised 
^that she half espeeiall}' svanS^l, rws rf n''edMk to see her by 
Thurschiy, tie; d^y of C(»uritess lkie(‘ar;ks dinner at the 
Grand Ij^otel. Ibwve\'er, IheriA was nothing to be done. 
Slfb WTotc lixing I nday alicriuKUi for Lady Sarah’s \'isit, 
and rtien sh b' S( t ai^ix blv^ to svoi'k to get the apartment 
th^^iiglily hrri^iged and tn perfect oriha. 

Ijito tlThs J^isiness she^thnwv lierself with an energw^ that 
w^as almost fevefish, afid slie involved Sir Tlu'odore in it, too. 
.That was not dithcult, feir he was a man who reallv cared 
about^beauty in his lionie, and understo^^l how^ it could be 
created. *And that r^sire of tlie giaitleman within liim to 
aton^forjiis lapse from his long silence persisted, and made 
hifh very gentle, very gallant w ith Dolores, anxioy^ ple^e, 
perhaps to comfort her in the days that immediately followed 
that revelation of his bitterness. 
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She thoiighf he'^wai reaiiy interest?^ in all ^ey wert* 
doing, and her heart grew a little lighter, and she said 
herself that fcrhaps her , fears had been exaggerated, her 
anxiety, aJrnest terror, about tlie future unf#unde^. J>ut 
>here is a sopnd in a man’s voie<;; at certain moments that 
CAnnoJ; be inisintrrprrfrd l)y a 'iVi anan — tlic’^'soimc} oT^his 
inmost hyart. Dolores had heard it. She wiiiJd nether, be 
able tri f( a grt it. 

By I’hursdey riKmning the apnrtment had brm trans- 
foma?d and \s'as, ^us Itolnr* ( X pressed it, ‘ li\'able,' thistigh 
there W(T*.‘ still many last tnu<“li< s to l)e addfO, and n('»de)ubt 
by d< gr« es Tlieo and sho would pic"': up ii.any bfautiful 
things to make it mor(‘ attra('ti\e. So busy tuuf thi'y^een 
yiat Sir Tle‘''dore had -appan.ntlx' kyosT found*time to notice 
the disapprarance of Xcro. At any rate h(‘ h:iM nr\-er allude^f 
todt. Do);)r'‘s tlioiiLdit at first that la* ^^as not fiware tb^t 

the dog had tx'on got nd of, th^n tliatMof,a< w it but did no^ 

^ •* 

care to sjosak of it, for f* ;o' of rcn dlmg that Irirriblc e\'ening. 
l.Ujt on Thurs(ka\', \\lif'n they felt J hat tlaw might leit frbj^ 
thoir lalxsiirs, Sir Th«*odMre said : ' ^ 

Wdiat \s l.)(a.*ome of the Isgoist, l.)(»loretta ’ 

^ Tho Egoist ’ 

^ Nero ’ ’ 

I’ve given liirn away, t-' Etta Albanok aiiiwertd,' 
looking down. NSfio was lonaiug^f,. have him, and the 
serv'ants didn’t lika^ him.* EIh ^•^ud la* was spoiling the 
furniture and tlw eurtams. 'I didn’t want to liave*' a fu^ 
with nevr' scTvants, so 1 tlaeight it best [<4 g(d rid ofMiim.’ 

She sps)ke (jude naturafly, and her tigure loiiked very 
(‘aim as she stood near oia? oj the tall windows lit up by the 
bright sun of the November morning.* A tmder, and yet a 
V'crv^ sad look raine into her husband’s brorff eyes, blit* 1>? 
only said : 

‘I think you were wise, Doloistta* LeT i^s look-out for 
a dog less rare ^and less couscaous of his rarity ; shaK 
we ? ’ 

‘ Oh, I don’t know, Theo. I think perhaps wt ’ d better 
do Vrdtbout a dog at all. \Vc ’ll see Uter. Thei^ ’s j^Ienty 
ofktimc. *And there ’s so much^ to do in Rome that reJlly 
a dog might be rather a nuisance here. You know Ijow 
tireaow it was about Apache at the Grand/ 
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, ‘Yes, here are at home. • Anc^ I l^ow you love 
do^.’ 

'm not sure that I do. But there ’s plenty of time to 
thijik about it. By#the way, did*I tell you t ’ve arran^^ed 
to dtne Vith ftadeleine Bocearrj tM-iiiij;ht fis yeiu^re going to 
ithe Smbas:^.’^ 

S4r*inieodore slightly t\fi.strd his faeu, ratluT as ht liad 
v.;iien, coming in lr<ua the Den/ils, he hai! seen Xer(^ eik- 
throned before the lire. 

‘ The little Boeeam ! Do y<»u r< ally^kt‘ he!*, Dohaes ? ’ 
Yes.« Slu' ^unusrs me, and she \s a kind littlf^ thing.' 
iMeai't d'aiht it. Who 's to be tie re ? 

‘ ?<H mV 

'Not her hysband, 1 imagined said Sir Tlaa alm'e, \vith 
y'j livht sai^asrn^ 

he%s not e«»niiiig.' 

. • ' P()<>r Tb)(> mr;^! ! [<■ \ a and has moa i' dirTie a stiajke 

ui honest W(»rk m«rr life. But I pit\' hifn.' 
dWhv ? ’ 

♦ ■^'tmagnne ^ got^d, lionesT, mamal, if stii[)id, man married 
to a human being that h\Ld s,»l<dy f».»r its diabulnad 
waist.’ 

H^dh, I speak advis<ally. Tleaa* 's yrvy little laf the true 
she-doiTi we men ad'Te in the \saist W()rshi[>j)< r, who immo- 
lates — immolates (an the lyifraiU’^nt altar ereeted t(a the 
great g%7d V;t#iity.’ 

' Wh^t does Madfsleine ]h>eeara mmedat*' ? ’ 

‘ Dolores, you kft<>w as \\<ll asj dm' 

Dolors:? sligtitly r(.'ddencd, and there was a niunient id 
silence^ 

‘'dB^H?eara'k' pceeadilh k:s ysre manyd Sir Thei'dijre said at 
last. ' But ]^ sins are^ever fnrgi\'en, I think his will be. 
He ^houldn’t^iaye goiys tt> Paris fe)r a wife.’ 

Ther« the c^nversatiuii eiidisJ. 

In t^e evening, just before Dolores \\*ent to dress, her 
husband s^iid to her : 

‘ WTiat do you say^to asking the Denzils in to dine on 
Su^d^ night to bless our roof-tree ? ’ 

He spoke as if halt jocosely, to cover — she fhlt sure— a 
note of doubt in his deep and m^dious v(^ice. 
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'Of course,’, she*ansvfercd quicklv, ‘J want to aee* 

all we have done.’ 

She slightly^ hesitated. Then she added : 

‘ Do you want to have (hem alone ? 

‘ Have yiai any on«‘ else in ;nind ? ’ 

' I only tluAigtit we rniadit Usk l!ady Sarah 

' OttJ Lady Sall\^ ? (Jf eoiir.L' ! She ’s yi good* s6rt. 
Her 4 hat 'i/iav be^in tht' wTong, but her heart ’s in the rigkt 
place. We ’ll aak^her blessing too.’ 

‘ Thank you\ Tlcn>k 

She wt ntraway rather slowly to dress. 

Sir Theodore had start<sl for the IJjitish ^mbassjf 6om% 
time before Dolores wnis ready. His vlinner* wii; at ei^ht. 
As she tyanie into th(‘ ilrawing-roorji instinetiv*ily she hsoked 
t^iwards the lire, and sh<‘ fmind luTs^If missing Ni^ro. Neiw^ 
thijt the apartiiimt was linished, ru.iw' that slu'/'w'as quicte^ 
aJone in it^at night, she hnd tyie* t<» Perhaps, 

after rrtk she wssjkf ha\'e to g- t yiriother .f.g, The !;eTvant 
came to sa\' the (sarriagr was at the door. 

' I wall eoine in the niiniitex/ sfie said. . 

It w^as tune to go. \k-t she hng<‘r<’d. All day long a 
faint disir> 'linatikCi ,to go to this diniuT had beset Jkt. 
With the falling of darkless it had gro\yn Astro ngero ^It 
was no longer faint. Suppose sIk* sent the eawiage watVa 
note to sav she felt ill, had a eo]d^ a headai'he, aneT coirld 
not come? Madelume le'ceani w^iild be furious. But 
wasuld that iiiatt<T ve-fv niuek ? Slie ws'ut to* the writing- 
table, sat down and to<^k u[) a pen. I/('aning her eU)ow on 
the table, and keeping the ^m u in lier hand, she turned her 
httlc head and looked jigain towaisls tlu* hearth. ORly 
there had been a dog wilting tAdore it, ske would have written 
that note, and stav ed at home t»i-night. But ^he hadTlo^ 
the courage to remain (juite alone. Deiizil dining 

at the Embassy. P('rhaps Thee^ w^aiid go Jiaelc to the *Hat 
in the Via Venti Settembre after the dinnt^ to siTioke o 
cigar. Perhaps hfe w'ould go softly into certain rooji-is, to 
look at three little sleepers, to listen t^» the soft and regular 
breathing that stirred through the happy night t^iree little 
innoeeifli bosoms. 

l^olores’ dropped the pen, dr«A^ her cloak round her, and 
went down to the;, carriage. 
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The Counter was waiting for hA in#the white hall 

nyrounded by several people, nearly all of them Sicilians 
vho had come to spend part of the season in liome, and who 
V9iyd y turn^ to Ptfterino for the late spring. ^Iler figure, 
incased in a’^white and gold g»»\vn ef some fragile rmiteri^ij^ 
thaE^fitteJ, seene-d, rather* el >.s(T than a skin, ](;)ok( d 
mcjre fislonisli^ng thai:i ever. As, taking tiyy stey)S, for her 
skirt was tied closely in belund, and a]g>ear' d N* be^pef- 
sistently enmracing lier high httl' lads, •^he /*ame to me< t 
Dolores, all the worm n in the ronm regarded lar waist, « 
that^y^vellous watiA to which Iwr existrnee waf dedicated. 
Tlieir Lices sl\ywaMl (vn(*eiiti'at( d mt-Trst, (‘onibined surely 
witb*reluclP^nt*adniirTition. One of tleaii, a beautiful dark 


W'oman, •Aith 4iea\'V eve:^ W'hieh lo(Je< (l full (»f suUr\' and 
brooding ftiing#, as slie^ ga/.ed, )>ut u|) her right hand to Ti'j* 
, waist, "^and, drawing herself up, sbu.d very (T'jet. Ib r 
IfUsband, a Ikai-^ with a keen and w'andrring 

eye, w^a^ just confupg into tjie r<‘oni. She had given him a 


sjjlrndi^l^on^ te) Ixsur his t^itle in due tiiTie, and to carry on 
hT:^ hne, but-r-he had a k< (ai and^ warnl ring eye. 



Cara.' said Countess II >(•(>. 
h^entle persistence, aial 


ig 1 lie tiand of Doleres 
a W li<T fa(‘e^ IcT liair. 


her gowm, wi 


r< (1 knowledge 


the feariul e< 1. 


PaT-n.i'-ma 


think 


you would e^jine touiglit, so now I thank lie- Padre 
Eterno.’ 


‘ But^ W'hy ^should I riot e^rne ?' •said Dolores, f(‘eling 
Ttlm ost guilty as ^he remembsTsd Iwr le sitation at the 
writing-taj"/le, 

do^aat known But I searoelv thought you wx*uld.’ 
She k't go tla; haiaktsf Dolaes. 

Aie wm tbiiii^^ with aH these iierg.le Y ’ Dole>res asked, 
IcKaking tmv^^ijOs the g^sup of Si(ahans. ' I thought you 

said^^ ’ 


No, lio. \S\ are only f(Uir. A man for you and a man 
for me^ Ecco ! C(*me, let us sit down.' 

* And w'ho arc our ng:*n ? ’ asko d Dolores, w hen they were 
ensconced,^ in an armchair, tanntess Ik.^ecara in g, hard 
chair ^ which she sat^l^olt upright. 

‘ Mine is MontebrunoC * 

‘ Do Jipu mean Marcheie Giorgio Montebnmo who-^ — 
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" Has only one fftistr^^s — the gaming table,’ i/^^erposed * 
the ODuntess. ‘ Yes, it is he. Do you like him ? ' 

‘ I scarcely Ifnow him. And mine ? ’ 

‘ Guess ! ' 

‘ I cannot.’ 

‘ WTiom r>f all the men in'Rome would yoi^ like best to • 
meet; to-iiiyht V ’ 

^Ucriore^Hslightly moved her slender shoulders, and her sok 
lips lodked faintlyi^irroyant. 

' Rarring your bea*utiful husband/ Added the Countess 
with m.ahc**. 

' Why all this mystery about a mere plan ? ’^asked l}u1 orcS 
with serene indiffereihvj. 

Countess iJoccara hsi^ked at hei^ in silence Jor a minute, 
'I^<fn she said : 

Vlt is Cesare Carelli.’ 

‘ Oh/ ' 

TheYnmeaning word was absolutely essiouriess qs It came 
from th(‘ lips < d I '!< >res. 

‘ Here he is/ added tlic (^'ountess. ' And there is Sloi^W^- 
bruno in the kjbby.’ 

A strongly built %biit man of abmit tliirty w^as 

coming (juietly towards them, with the c<_jjnph.te ease^nd 
lack of self-ci inseioiisriess eha !’aet< a rstic of w ell-Ured ItaliMi?T 
Neither tall iier sla-rt he was mteres^ly masculine in appear- 
ance. S(sme nien seem f.fr niort male than others, as some 
W'omen S(ajm far m<^r(^ fennh* tfian other •wt^mcni. An « 
atmosphere* of sex surrounds them. Cesare Carelli ivas on^ ’ 
of these alnaast violently rtiale men. \ et he often looked 
gentle and kind, wais what Italians call very ' himpuMico,' and 
had not a trace of ‘swagg< i^’ or of e#nsei(sus conceit. His 
complexion waas eh air and colon rh*;s. He had rf round ^vhite 
forehead, a sphualidly shaped and saiall hefid^ eej^CTcd with 
black and curly hair which, though cut v^' short, w'is so 
thick that it IcH^kcd almost unnatural, dense Slack c^r^djrow^i, 
and a pair of the shining and intense black eyc^ wl^ch are 
seen so often in Rome ; eyes w^hich cjnnot look dull, cannot 
look inexpressive, but w^hich, perhaps,, often seeiji to mean 
ra^ire tttan^they really do mean, more of passion, of /Melan- 
choly, of violence or of reverse. He hod a rather large 
moutl^closely shwt when his face was in repose, with ^pleirtlid, 



THE FRUITFUL VINE 


51 


'not smaJT teeth> a?id a fimily modelled chki with a cltft 
d< 5 wn the middle. In the shape ui his forehead and in his 
eyes there w^as sometlhng that sii^^yested inteileetuality, yet 
hrt iaccfas a i^hole \Tas the fare of a man^of aetipn, who was 
intelligent, liither than nf ja thhik^ r or a stiidcpt. He e(.ailij| 
loo}v .very ga^ even impiaJ^Tit, \)Ut oftrn looked eahn, with 
inUsn^ity behind the <ailin. His jiyiire wa^ that of a very 
sBpple and^ athlrtie man, and Iw wore ek »thrs ♦that* laid 
certainly been eut London. 

As he came up ho smilod ^\ith an air rd content, araU 
mee^'.vnieally sbio()tli< <l his l)l:iek moiisl a<di(' w ith a str(3ng 
and Wfil-sh^ipf^l handt sliglil ly In’owiicd bv tic sun. 

IH greo-ff^l fla* Coiintoss m tie* usual Italian \\ay, bonding 


and touching, •or ai>po:iri#g t'> t<niolo Ict 1< ft haj^id with his 
as he^iold^t gontly in he. Elion Ic- tiirnod {<> l).il(?r(^s 
saluto?! hor in tie* .oanc' maiuior. 

‘ Bni in a^'df, but sijstng toiior \’oiee. 

‘ But I ha\'(' born in Ibaiv* smuio time,’ said Dolores. 

Tn eicdtllent Isnolish tie j'epliod : 

T did riotr kratw it. I }ia\a‘ b<-<'n in the eouniry, at my 
father’s place in Lombardy, and at tlio l.akos.’ 

e^this moment the Coiintbssts ^ mairf' Abaitebfuno, came 


fie ^as; nftieh oldor than Lo,^:u'o Cart Hi, an<l very much 
jilainer. Tliiii, ^vlth sloping shouldors, and a tall and br»ny 
frame, he had a face t hak stf aigly \orrmblod that r>f a weary 
hlo(>dhound, with bliMMlsbot, *traino(T e\ os, und dr(MS|)ing, 
puckerAl cheoks ai^l lips. His doniod forohoad \vas e<>vereal 
with line,^ ^vhi(‘h kept nawing uTion le* talkod, almost as if 
eaA one wawe endowed witli a^s<'parat<‘ arid fe\wrish life r)f 
its owfi. His lirad \?as partially bald, and he had large, 
j^dlo’^ash wfiito^ ears, wtfl(‘h always looked fatignud arid 
pcndulou^ jt(' lead noTi:yron lusfa(‘e. Itosjiite Ins strange, 
and alryost repuNi\a‘ a]>pearanee he was aristocratic looking 
tffld dominating. In his expression there^^wars that lurking 
Badnesf peculiar to men who are the bond slaves to some vice, 
a sadness* as of the #oul ee)ntemplating itself inipotently 
within the^ dark shad\w' of its temple. 

Ittotmebruno w'as never ^nowm to smile, but he coi*ld 
ma^e others smile. He was a true fatalist, and would 
follow l^s star to the dark or the devil, 
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Countes^s B<9ccaf^, wfio would probafl.)ly have ^(tined andT 
died if she had not been perpetually cn vm, had engaged a 
table in the mickhe of tln^ restaurant, which could be raked 
by the glances of fvery one. Here luY tigiire^eoulc} be^scen 
^fo the \t‘Yy best ad\'antag<\ vvhilc she nibbled^^at a sole and 
some pciiis pou\ sipped sonic Vichy water, afxl enter tain ecf 
her guests, f(sr y horn she liad tal:en care to order a ()erfect 
little (linner. Montebruno sat at her left harjd, and crHi- 
teiuplated her wi4h his yellow^ eves which seldom changed 
in ex[)ression. He was a great frurid of the Countess, 'and 
indeed of dearly every smart woman in Rome. Why ^?:;^actly 
they found him attra(dive no one r knew, r He Cii'iild be 
amusing, but often was not. He never entertdincd, being 
separat'd fr(»m his wih- and for \vcr in mohey dilTiculties. 
’)l(^ had the reputation of Ix'ing mauvaice Y.inpiu\ and 
ex'tremely^ s' His In Ne\'rrthele,ss he had nufi titiides rd 
friends. Possiblv his Lsambln^g feats,. v4#^.- k-.i.Td a Euriipedn 

J ' « ' _ , t . 0 ^ 

notoriety, made a h:ilo ar"Uiid him. To-night he seemed 
drearva He l)egan to eat his (|inn( r with cL' derrnuiatit )n, 
but for a time said \'<‘rv lifRe, (except wheli hemriticised^ie 
fo^Ki. Countess }to(‘eara did red appear at first to notice 
his depression. Slo* ratthd on, keeping the cr»nver^tion 
gmeral ; but [)r(‘seiil I\' ehe de\sd(‘d laa'seV entirely to\jjp. 
His Voice was thin and harsh. She hovered teas, cyid ^jyin 
thev were talking earii''sllv in uiahTtoiies. For a moment 
she hsokf’d across to Itol^res ar' 1 (’arelli and said : 

' He \s explaining a s\'steifi to nee I hn g'Vng td Montdl 
Carlo for Christmas.’ 

Then she spgied her \dchv water, cast a quick glance 
round the restaurant to see who was watching her, And a^ain 
devoted herself to Mont<‘bruno. 

r)(dorcs felt secretly ill at ea.V‘, but sl^e w'os to(3 'Tnuch 
accustomed to the world to show if: There yas’^omething 
in Montehruno which she disliked, tlfoiigh «he scarcely knew 
what it was. Possibly it was his appearance whi^ ma'ie 
her shrink from him. When she looked away fron^^him to 
Cnrelli she realised how great is the dominion of*a woman’^ 
eyes over her mind. Carelh’s face and figure, -bis strongs 
ndanJy Expression and completely natural manner, ^leAsed, 
nearly all women. His mother w'as English, and thouj^h in 
appeofance he was thoroughly, even strikingly It^flian, the 
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Latin t«*Speramenf inherited from his Ather wa5 modified 
to a certain extent by the Anylo-Saxon strain in his t»l(K)d. 
Indeed Princess Cnrelli often sajd that C<.\'#ire was moru 
Eiiglish| tharb she A naturally indjslrnt \i'( )rnan, ^Mlh 

nctne of. the^nylish sporJ:iriy •in.stiiKds, aft^-r^lua inamaryi 
she Jia4 rajirUy bfcornu lfa*l laiiis^d 1. 11 (T laneiioj’, h(U 

grgeefut indificTuncr had inereasud. She hgd snou gi\ en up 
visiting England, and ru-ver went fiuSher away frMn Ifonie, 
or her husband's eoyntry^ placty th;in l^^ari^. n her point 

of ^iew had become almost eornph ti Iv Italian. Efx.n morel 
que:^iw)ns she Rad, or aff<‘ot<‘d to ha\s‘, tie* Ronffin (Outlook. 
And Biiglijh •esp<a't*bility and r<\s(a've — tluiuyht by most 
Italians tvfbe eitlu'r a national h\^[>oerisy, or a funny man- 
nerism unsu}:^3orted by^vts of abro gation — iiy\’ar^ably, if 
►brought to hrr^iotiee, ^hew fr<»m Iut some languidly eyiAegl 
tfcfhark. ^hth such a mother, and with a futh'T^i'ouiplcl^-Iy 
Eoman, Ces?r^^»*i«^si(*nee i^aild hardly' lx* English. And 
it certainly was not. Vet^iusw nnd tlwn he* snggrsfrd tlu-* 
Eilglisinnan# A t<sueh alr^uhst of hluffru ss fortihi'd his graias 
ease of*maAner wa.s tempered liy a passing hauthur. 
Or a eloud that had surely boated fi-orn the other side* of 
the^'hannel obseui'ia.l for an mstaug the sliiiTing fire of 
l^s/i'yes. 

JDoliyes, \fho had kieoMi Carelli m Houk^ during the* pre- 
vious winter, ha\nng rwet him out hunting and at msny 
parties, and who also k{g<‘\^his nfothor, liked these English 
suggesfions. Although she IRid ruaer seen very muf'h of 
CairclliRshe had f.jt friendly towards him, had even f<*lt a 
curious tjrmfidenee in him. IhR towards tie* close of the 

R(5man^ seivson this eoniidi ik'i* luul been disturl)ed, this 

^ * 

friendly feeling had iTeen not destr^syed luit slightly shaken. 
For Carelli Sad^coine to kRiow* (_>f Sir The<)dore\s assiduity in 
msi^ing The ^Tjenzils, had drawn from it coiu'lusions 

wholly Italian. •And these conolusious had led him to show 
Dolores the fact that she meant something to him that 
the o#her wmmen in Rome did neit mean. He had said 
nothing. ^ For the (^dinarv^ o< an[)liments considered by 
Italics to be due to^all charming women of course ^did not 
ootinCT But — she knew, .^nd he had intended h^Ao kngiw. 
*At firAt, though she had been suri^rised, she had not really 
cared either way. She had been too indifferent, too^ntirely 
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free of all fceltag f^r CarcHi oven to be ^ingn^ for rflore than 
a few minutes. But in the Mimmer, during her absence from 
Rome with hev husband, strangely this indifference had been 
replaced by, an un(‘asiness, a d< (inite anxiety, \\^ich ( reoM'ttp, 

seemed, nMraculou-.ly within her, like a plant grovang^ 
withnpt r(»ots, she Icaird rg)thing of Ct^elli ; had no 

ce)mniunication from him. lie might be dead'and she might 
not knou'’, w<>uld not t)e di-^t rested if she did <know. Sl^e 
said that to horsrri, arid coiild not ac(‘ount fr)r her change in 
'feeling about liim. Sometimes she almost felt as pf, Vvath 
the force of'ari unusual strength, he Hung influence upx^ her 
from afar. If ^\as not that now she hk<‘d hkn better. All 
her power of affe^gion was eentr<‘d upon her husband, and 
!^he was- not tlie sort of' Wijrnan wh^ could evi^V hi}ve a mere^ 
phv^ieal caprice. ' ^ 

What troubled her \\as this. She gTiiduallv. in absenee; 
began nivsteriou dy to kmav^’ that might Jiave a 

C(Ttain effect I'pou licr lif'c Wh' iiee this kii-avledge came 
she could not t(‘!k and, f-a this r'ris<*n, it iiifected Ki-! spmt 
with Something tliat \s'as /rlinost akin to fear.* When the 
littl<‘ Countess ha<l asked Ik r to diiuier sla* liad known at 
once it was to t t'arelh. The C'.'Untess had gaiety 
instead of morals, lo\'((l intrigue, and quit light -heart 
amused herself b\' ^^ll;lt she called ' causing^ ereSii^'.Tidcs.^ 
She delighted m rim.el iie\ < .ud\' fiirllcTing a naughty love 
affair so long as it did notdn an\’ way interfi.o; with herself. 
Though vain sic had no r^al tenq^eraruent. That wa^ 
poor B(''eeara looked so k/yeysA every' o le said. And she 
rather liked Dolores. So she tliought she w<:>ul(^ cause a 
crescendo in the lives of Dolores and Cesare. And now she 
talked in an under-voice to Montebruno, and peacefully 
hoped for th(‘ w<>rst. 

‘ Of course you are going to hugt’again this* season, bsaid 
Cesare. He was ha)king bold and strong, ""^pid hea[th was 
enthroned in the clear Roman pallor of his firm chcek^. 

‘ Can I help you at all in picking up your horses ? Why not 
come out with the Rraceiano staghounds as well as the fox- 
hounds this winter ? Or are two ds^^s a week Chough for 
yoc r 

‘Too much/ said Dolores, holding firm to the abrypt 
rcsolvecshe had cOme to that day at the Excelsior. 
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* Too tWTich ? ’ 

His black eyes fixed themselves upon her, but tlieir 
expression did not alter. 

i J^es^ nm«not giltng to hunt this seas^)n.’ 

Cesare diff not look .^iirpnsud or annoyuil. Without^ 
spealving h*e ^ntiniied to ^raz<‘*at DoImi’cs. And slie^ as if 
he Jiaii put a <^uestioip continiu d : 

Mo\dDg ^in to our apartniunt li;n. hcrai \'rry •xpui^oivP, 
We have had to do j^o nineli. S<» 1 luu d •j)ra(;tisc ectsnoinv. 
And hunting is not eeon< aiii<‘ak is it ? ’ 

‘ ijpgnomy horridd roinarked Cesare, ‘ ei^ujeialU in 
itome.’^ 

‘Rut I*haCe another reason,’ said Dolores, turniiiL" 
towards him little nesri^ 

^ ‘ I thought y^u had.\ 
t deadt^iiink you eouM gia s^ what it is/ 

^ ‘ I never guess ♦ hat ar<.‘ tl^s ThsiSoiis ()f ladles. 

They are t(.)o npwsferi* eis/ 

‘•ThWi^vinieT I want to ]viuov ni'-re (d the intelleetual and 
Stic side •of Itouie. It ail ^ 'Ty \sell fi.ir Roinans to 
hunt and })lay hridg<‘ and daius' all tie.- time. Thev ha\m 
seem^werything— or if th<’\' ha\< n't, Wu y don’t want to. 
Riiii%ve foreigner^ — it is folly f<>r us to (‘ouie- to Rom--, and to 
liv^ thej’e ext etly as if We wei’e in Cannes (»r 'lit'.' t'arlo, ur 

any other giiy ptuo.' that ha . a haiial s<awon. iLoine must 
'be so wajiiderfuld 

‘ MiL?t- he ! Don’t you knofy its wond* as ? 

‘ Not^ ixatlly. P^it as we are g^'ing to settle down here 
more or l^ss I mean to know tie iTi.’ 

‘•\\illV»)U let me help you ? 

‘I eJaresay you are^ a wry good had out hunting, hut I 
(ijn>know ^?heLher you w^aild he a good Cicerone. Resides, 

I hti^ve oiHx’ 

‘ Ah, your huai)and,*no douht ! ’ 

Oh no.’ 

Cesate’s face slightly darkened and his eyes looked heavy 
^and morose. Rut lie ^aid nothing, only lifted his glass and 
► sipped hia champague. Then, putting his glass down, lie 
^ rerfleirSled, with a stiffness that suggested England : 

‘Take CAre not to catch cold in the churches and museums. 
^They aj^ dangerous in the winter-time.’ 
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‘ And the Cftld the Canipagna when one *i» waiting 
about for hounds to throw off ? ’ 

Suddenly Corelli’s face^ became animated and his eves 
shone. 

f- 

‘ Ah ! CarnpagTiH ! ' If* saijL 

That WiiN all ; but his c\ t:*s, Jiis vuiae, tW gestiii;e he 
made, told a hisjory. ' 

Aud you,' h<‘ addvd, ‘ will yv>u give up the Ciywpagna fdr 
the Cataeonibs, for tie* (irottos decorated with the bones of 
^Icad Cappiiccini ? ’ 

He h esitebed, gazing at h<T : thou just as she was aboj^'t to 
spt ak, as if inovetl bv sone thing irrosii^tilile, be qdded : 

' Hut perhaps tho t'ieerone of Uorue is rhucli clevxrer, 
much more entertaiuinry than the*^f)oor jackasses who love 
winds and the s{)a(‘es, and the SQund r.f Y,'alloj>ing hoois*« 
aewss the grass. Is it so ? ' 

Dt.dort'S thought ^of L'id\^ S.^zah, w gauze anci 

her t( Hjue pushtd aw ry. 

^ C'hi lit sa ? \ oil rna\' hH\'e rinj; hor.' 

' IbT ! ' said Ch'saro. 

There -was something idmost ehildish in the enipliasis 
he put on f hr w* >rd. 4^ 

Lady Sarah td'sd _ 

* I have nrvrr ne t leT. Hut what dises that^mat^r ?*, I 
feel tliat she* will br a good ('no ria^*, qmfr perfeet, one to 
be tnisted, and f* -11< »w rd t-^ t le^ (h at^i < »r tie' Loh »sseum.’ 

M\'hat 's that ahortt tie' V’' Tssseum ? ’ interrupf^'d the 
little CV*unt ess. * It alwav^s intrrests me l^*eause I never 
seen it. I only know it hybill the poling one hear^ about it 
from the pinar dears with mt roduetions who are*passfhg 
tlirough Roinr. It is in casn to them cbx'rv' day.’ * 

She had apparently grasped Mf >ntebruno^’s ‘‘system,*^ fo/ 
she now^ once more made eonv ersati^drf general. ^^loTitebryno, 
on whom food and wine, extremely fa^tidioits though he was 
about both, never^seemed to make any effect^ and wlio wuh 
therefore quite as likely to he amusing before dinner as he 
was to be dull after it, had perhaps received a hinf from the 
Countess that she wished him to exert himself. F«r he now 
hazarded several shots at the reputations of Rome. f ^ 

It seemed that he had reccnJly been in Paris, and had 
there cync acrosa more than one pretty woman wcl)(|knoVD 
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*in RomefT^uying which woulTl not^iavt been supplied 

had not long-standing accounts been settled just in the 
nick of time, that is to say. just i\hcn the la^w ni«>drs were 
ce^i^ng|^. Tkc settling of thcsi' a<‘C(.unts ga\'e ^I< )n(:( bri]no 
the opportiAiity for his ^hot^. l\)V the hin^bands (d iliti 

^pretty" \ton^e%liad n<>t h.sos^‘n<'( fill, . ir [mrsu striiiLf^. 

little <iouiit <‘ss enter<'d <sig' riy intf^ the docussion 
o4 the subject, which was »uic :)ft< r her own iK^aid. She 
never had any conipuiah e >n in slnoMrtg ti^T total lack 
of moral sense, arul t‘(jnally e<*nipl< t(‘ lack of hypr»ensy,. 
She ^^tfieved that all rcaN'aiaht' luinian bciifly^ dcvcjtcd 
ftieir efforts t^ srciir^ng th' insrh cs a gooil time, and 
directed t)ft^ shafts of hci’ (ialla; ir<aiy against llmsc only 
who endea\a)iired to conceal those (dforts and j^refeiid t<^ 
lything ?lse. 

, Dohf^es listened to tie; <s >n\a:rsat i<an in^whieh file 

f^id Cesare enongl^ jsart lo Ly\(‘ the otlcTS the 

iiceessafv' em s, site fell str.|^ig< ly r-<'Iale(i m tliat de<'p has? 
wlm?h li^^re to her hijs])and. Such a h'oa* \vas surely 

ni^re than nkfashionahh? in I\oni<s it v.as alnnot ridieuh_ais. 
Were shr^ to fall in Irme \vith (’(" are Cal? Ill la'arly all tie? 
wonmn she knew in 1 o »me v, oiild think h^ adnii ralTly m »rnial, 
v'jilm e\’eii fei h^jx i haps, a sort <d si derly syrnpalliy with 
,herT S^ic W(«ild riot bi? is(.Fat<d then. lint. aftsT tin y(?ar.s 
of manded life at (dosi^ (piarters, to Ije in htxs' with her 
husband I To be se(U<?tI^ t^*rtlire(7 bi'callse he liked to \n.sit 
'and plftv wifli another W(>in?uds ('irddrcn ! Who would 
sympathise with si^di iionseuse as that ? 

Dolores^had lived mueh and uUmiatsly in what is ealled 
the*gTeaf world, and was aeenst<'ined tn the moilern leibit of 
speakiag franklv of aff sorts of things \vhieh used riot to lie 
p^ibliiilv disdliss^d in niit'd ccinpanies. She kmov that 
women w^oSiL^Y^’i'^'^^b: lif^es were imjxo'eahh* were riftrn the 
most startlingly# outsUisf^en. Nevt rtheh'ss this cisilised 
bwtalit^ nearlj^always grated upon her, he^eause it gave her, 
despite^iher knowledge, a stupid feeling as if almost every- 
one who wBl 5 any one \^is more r)r less a ' bad hstd Secretly 
ihe was seiisitive enough to feel as if speech and actmfi were 
alm^st^the same thing. And she Avas a natiu;^lly puK- 
minded, .though a clinging anS passionate woman. To-night, 
niddcnli while Countess Buccara chatteped, Mont^bruno 
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fired at the iilinian pjt^r'ons he car( fiill\" rcleaseJ^froni his 
trap^, and sh<‘ arid C‘‘sare siiiiind and apjrcarad to appro’ve, 
she flit as if ^i (s-ld wavi; iloat^^d over her. She longed to 
(‘sonpe fr< aij om'I' aJid tie' pros|;)r(‘t the l^nrnaji SF^*(>ri 
Ulniost npp:i4« d Ift. IL r iiTner ^‘iiiotion;/] life rendered hejj^ 
unlit ^or llie lif<' ' 'f hi r A\orld. knew and slje^feJt 

as if s( w HI e \ (,Ty« ' HI' ' nin^t Iniow it. In Ins htrsh thirt vgiee 
]\*Ioil*i ( '1 tnfiio pi’oji' •iiiicrd a sareasin at the expm^se of a will- 
Lnown woiiF'un, AfhoR(‘ ]ovri\ faitliful [or ifianv years, had 
Middenlv sliLOvn a strong iia'li nat i<.ni to he frei'd frrinT his 
li.nrk. ^ 

' vSliL- is surpris'd, latt that Is' Irr. sia\apl long, Ijiit 
tliat hr wants to gn now. Ihil shr* has al\'-avs ItiM'Ti alllieted 
^Aitli aiT insjdi'ns nialad v.' 

A\diat malady ? ' a do d t la • (.’"Uid 'sss, emu eisly, 

' ddir h';-art-paralysis railed ]>y some lidelity.'^ 

^ ])o V''ij think lid elite a nrnladv ? V 

All the Iih'o m Aha iti'hrimri'.s high ferelesad Avere hiisily 
at A\ ( .rl:, 

' 'Jdir paralysrd l)od\^ o inmat mo\ e fi^oiii one rr>S)ni^ tri 
nnothrr. d'hr paral\ .e,l h'sart <simio1 narva' from rtne lo\ e 
to afi'ithdr. It t end. limed to one lo\’r as the jiaiydvsed 
})(sd\^ is eoiid' lulled ti » < nr' is nii.' 

' ddi'm snrrly it is to hr jiitie,] V ’ s;iid lielerv's. 

' ddrrr is ird murh ismimi in life f .r pit\ d rrtnnrsd Monte- 
brijiio, jixing his l>lo(M]shot e\'rs' nj^i m Ir r. 

Slir ,shl\ rl’ed. 

‘ Is tlvrr a draught whrrr yu arr sitting, (S/rn ' ask' d 
h' amt ''ss Id .(‘rara. 

T tlimk th'-rr must Ixa Ihit I don't know whrre it e'snies 

f O n 1 I , ' S 1 1 r ; m ~ w . 1 . d . 

Lrt ns go and nt in tlr’ hall. We will have coffee anal 
smoke our eigarrtt'w thiTr.' 

Slir g' d 11JV 

W hen they A\rjs‘ in the liall shr said to Alontebruno : 

‘Do order the coffee, and you, (dsarr-, light vijur cigar, 
r.ady Cannyiig's and I arr going to(Jiave ti\aj dreadful dull 
mimiiess all hiy ourselves, a-> the w<,yien do afto dinners in 
England. . Come, earn, to l>e bored.’ 

She led Dolores away to a little distance, and jthey sat 
doAvafpn a sofa. Then she said confidentially : 
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‘Did notice that Curclli sai(t not*iiiig,\vhen Monte- 
bruno was speaking about Anna Marsina and Poalo 
Cilfia ? ’ 

‘^Yes. He didn’t at'Cin much int* TeNted.’ 

' J\Torit?bru»:) is niaJiehiii';, .Tliat is why iie tis])] us • 

• • i 

fr-niuht abc^utihc* u;i(Ji//y- (aT lliut In c. It \v;i.s nil meant lor 
Cart^IhV 

i^\ hat lias Cats Hi to do \Mtli it Y 
' IFu lias Lftoly dono uliat (Hlia is tr\'itii.%to do/ 

Thu b<-untrss\s rrd-l)ro\\n evus ware [.utziiiy at Dulores. 

^ I ^loi/t urid( rstaiid/ 

d You know t^iat (’ai;^Hi is tlnrtv years (/d ? ’ 

^ Is he ? 

‘ Just over tyirt\a And liu hus ludVkr inurried. 'JJie old 
Princess foflnd ■*‘\'eral peojT^ f. u' Inni wildi (.'Xisllunt dots/ 
TiiirUtwo weik,' (juitu pasuiMe l.xikiiiy iiiL-d the baixaun. But 
^In^Wk.iild not^^ivY;r'y/ ^ 

^ \Vhy should het^ ’ 

' U is^iisualyn Italy, <'sp(n‘ially f<>r an only son/ 

‘ ‘ik-rli.-ips he as. n- d in h a e/ s^i*! 1 )i T .r- s, with a j)urp( )se- 

^ fill s'aaudaiuss, ylaiieiny .-ih.iut Ihel.iy r-'eni. 

Shu frit thu koiin1''^.'s small, bijl. ail.yrary haifrj on h(‘r 


arnn 

' w;us in^ovu. d'h.it was who/ 

‘ Iveall^. Ifow pr<ttv^ IVinues^ lru(..ldi is! I thinls 
’Sicilians ' 

• 'So d^ I. ^’arelh iia s Tm T »nif< d f''r*iv\r|vr \a.'ai’s, snjuu 
h'^ was (‘i^diferii, to the i\fanuelh. And In- ha > hn>ken with 
her, as Cillia wislao 1 " kidak \<^jth Anna /larsina. All 
Ronu^‘ kne^fs it/ 

The epuntuss’s handrfelt niore*ai I )d rai-y upeu thu arm of 
ijoloru;^. 

' What c^n^<^ Hiu reas-^n, caru I am full of curiosity/ 
'I iTm not. com^)lhTat( d h)\a‘ affairs of Jvoniu suuni 

to \^ry unntlurestiny/ said Dohues, wjlh a touch of 

^^cmiine (^syust m her v(tieu. But thu Counters was m»t to be 
jnut off thus.» 

^ ' In Ronit^ such thin^w do not happen without some ^ood 
reasck*!, * they do in PJris/ she went on. ' The meA her^ 
Ifaye a r\rtain tradition. Cifrulli must be deeply in Jove 
with tuioAier womurp or he would never ha^^T bothered to 
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break with Mlnerllf. A Roman dc^s not ea?iJy get rid 
of a habit which ha^ lasted for twelve years.’ 

' Ver\^ likely he i fit' aid.-^ to marry/ said Dolores carelessly. 

She l<jiig'^d alneyt li-aas^ly t<> st^p tilts Conversation, ^l^ut 
%^he knew th^t any sliow of feeling l)y her woftld only rouse 
the gayest siispieions in tH*- byas t (.f As Boceara"; 

She nnist ' I'^'kV 'ip ’ ^ fri\'Ml..ns friend. ♦ But hbw*she 

foni?'‘d t<^ be natui’al at that neanrjit ! 

VdU think it ts that ! ’ said lie- Cr)unt<‘ss (juieklv. 

1 ds) not think about it. 1 siigg' P that it iiiav be 

that; ■ . 

I won..._x li iL i->. ^ M C'surse you hgiew ali^ut the ManeCAli 

and barelli — about th'-ir eonneet ion, I meait? 

‘ Whrat (J(‘>es cjiie la^t know l)y l^^< ar.say in Ibniie ? ’ 

But you }ia\'o seen th< in t^g^ th'U out Inintiitg ? ’ 

Js tha^ so \'cry sti’aiigo ? 

The rupture ^a[)prnc(l k. the sin vnii.i.:v-wt^ry S(Sun atleTs 
y(')U left B- ane, 

Snddenh' Doloff 's romcinbored the euiT >ns nhiapgo wdiieh 
had taken pla(‘- within livi '' If ; the passing of indifference 
towai’ds Cei’elli froin h'-r inind, lie- n iW'^t' re lus gojwth of 
un<'asine;5s, of an\At\^ viUiin h' r. dhin> ehenge had taken 
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jMiglishrnan, with sallow rnoin^taehes, and handseme grey 
e\a_‘S drasving near to the eirele. 

' D/yy<»u want to join the croud, cam ? ’ she ^aid, ' Verj' 
\.ell — \nT a little while.’ 

She beckeined to Montebruno and Carelli, who wtTe stand- 
ing ^little uay off looking about the room. 
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As she«5hd Dolores went towards the Princess she whis- 
pered : 

‘ Perhaps you are right, earn. ^Perhaps Carelli is going 
Byt who^an it bu ? ' 

Dolores shrfigg' J her slmuldets. 

Bul^ as she^a^v thu str^inu<f uyco of Montebruno ^hxed 
upon ifer she .shivered unee mure. 


CfVAPTPR V 

SaraM Ir>Es, wlh . as uiu^'rfaiii in is gard to plans 
as^lm was ceftam in I’n^ai’d ] •iiiuiph-s, in niainrd^.d (aairse, 
unexpw't^'dly, in ?vapl<'s arrangitig f<a' flic fiitui’c iff her 
pi’()'U‘gc(^ ^infi^ Saturday cvciung ; tait sha let gra'[thc(i, in 
repK a imsjsagit fr< oil 1 )' •!< as •>, » pronii^' [hat ^he auiild 

b( ‘ in U( line a it liMiif fa il for 1 h* * bl« ■ - i i iv < d 1 1c * rcuf-l is c on 
Si Mil lay niglil. .\nd clic diil'>' upii'ai'iii a I. lli(‘ liarberini 
Paj^a^ a f'W inuyifi^ b-durc IIk; l)< ii/ib. \v< aiTng a guite 
blacl^go\vn, she [jail stain Il'W niana''‘' <l to 

jiut on all ]r<»w > simple a g< av n ceiiM be win. ugly 

])ut on, or in what cx;i,-l ly 1 !»■ wreitgru-w ('..nosled, ])crlia[)s 
<^vcn a inaniHN^nin ueuld Tiardlf lia\ c 1 xpl., iij< ,1. iPit fp,. 
least observant eye ynig lia\(‘ luarl-a'd Iht' fat'f, aiid marked 
also that Uw bbaej. aigr-dt's \\lii(^h J.ad\' Sarali W(tre as a 
hair fNrnamcnt, had been niieiTingb/ neonted m flie only pilace 
from wl'i^eh it eeiil-l pre^mt a e. .jiipht elv drunk'm uppearanee 
tgjlie M'lal wT.rld. IijeiieWiaiid leid\ Sa ral i ea rn ed a siiial I 
bag. ^Thl;nbal^^ ■vas mer-h,' a habil, lila- the lihie gauze a ml 
tjie ttsqiies. Isxat^ly what* it csaiitained, Ixuid* s a pooket- 
haa<tk(^rflmd, f'‘^' people knewv. ]>ut every taiie wdm knew 
Lady Sa^Eih waa awaire that it wais geiierallv overhlled with 
something. •For it freouently burst open at unexpeeted 
lyio merits, if the ubev'jy pa<*keel eontents were suffocj^ting, 
and weril determined at*aU rust to have air. And^ on thesj 
^ccasionAa handkerchief alw^ays appeared on the summit 
Btnig^lin^ tow'ards freedom. 
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When Lady^Sarlih wtfs shown in Dol<ires was aijne in the 
second drawing-room standing before the Diytiii-ci ^xi-UTcl-ciTxdo- 
il mare," It^ilian seia^ants seldom announced visitors. 
Lady Sarah ha.i tinie to fait law bag (ji^ a tabha the bag had 
l];ime to lairst ( •pen* and Lady Sarah to close it #sith mechani- 
cal d' gerrninat]( an bef(jre D^t-Ues^ loe>ked roui^. 

'■ Lady Sarah^! 

She c^ftie to greet her. 

‘ Tleoj (aight t4J be Iktc. That he earne in Very late to 
dress. Wdiat a beautifully made gown*! But 

Wdth a pretty air of gentle intiniaey she did som^thyig to 
it deftly, and a(.lded : 

' I do love your hair. Will \ * >u let me putnn V'-'ur aigrette 
where ihey are worn ip Paris now ? 

But, my d^ ar eliild, what does it matter^ Ny)body looks 
aW me.’ 

‘Bend *s)ur Iwrai a littV mor<e . ^ddere ! ^ See what- a 
differ^nee ! ‘ She led L.idy Sarah a mirror. ' Now eaou 
are eZ/a.' ^ ’ 

Ns) hniger envelopf'd in veil^ Lady Sarah sh(;W''d a clu^^m- 
ing head, es)\ered with silhy hair, in eoloiir amber mingled 
with whhe. She >vore it lo..,. ly ari'ang'sl, and it made a 
eharaeteristie fraim^ f-a' Ir-r bhmt, hut attraeti\’e f(r\jurt's, 
and larg's kind gi’-'V e\a s. Sle- \’. a> s|\t y, lajt i lid n- g Migg<-st 
any s[)eeial ag^a f^a- si>rr<e.\ b.id g i-.bhed hm’ bf a \ei’y 
{(aninire" bn-e, ;iii(W' thato'.a'. an os-,^ nti;d ]>art of leas And 
theugli sle.^ AVI-; sonjr-l imos eaeu's ^he gericT'alI\' neaa’d in a 
verv pel’s* aial atmosph' a - ■ of L i nd I ammati' ai, the lYnimation 
whi'di s])rmg^ fr<an tie' eonli”*' ''f lie; le'ai't. 

New she put up hei hand towai'ds leu hea<.l. 

' N'S ie». Yoii ar*' Mot to t-aieh ltd 

Ladv Sarah laugh'd. d’le n m her eharar t 'a lo le^. vaniyyi 
Vfjic'; sle' sad : 

' I shall ne\ajr b(' e///e. I iie\a'f was as a \aanig W'jrnam’ 

She sat d'»AN n, A\ith a eareh ssh^ suf'fJe m (Veiie'nd elayAcd 
lur hands T'amd ou'- lifl'‘(l kiK'e and looked abou^t^ the l.iig 
room. 

' \du have done it d< liglitfully — just tie' right red and 
freeli." 

Her eyes came to the heartii. 

' That d a delicious frieze. Those dear little bova are 

1" 
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Tiling life. I can alqiost hear thAn skouting. But 
>fre *8 the wonderful doggie ? Is he banished when you 
v^e people ? ’ 

J[ ’ve ^ot ri^i of him.’ 

'^ready ? ♦ What a short rei^ui.’ 

Thee didn’^Jike him, e-aildriT: lx ar him ! ’ 

Dok'd'es gat ^Inwii h\' Lady Sjii'ah. Wit!^ a sudden im- 
?tuosity she tuuk her fri< ikTs hand, and said in a ksw^ \t:)ice 
id hurri( dlf : 

' TJlis is eur first real lK)nie since w e \ e been married, 
do \iant Theo to like it. I w'ant liim to grt te l<t\'e it. So 
ftmstn't liave ^inythi yg in it he dishlo s. And such little 
iings’mak<«a]l*ttie diTf'-r^ nee. Nei'u just spoilt everything 
■re fpr The<s. •So h<‘ 's g-yiie and I \V(aft have aipolhrr dog. 
ddv Saral:^ ye»u^lo like ne*, d-ai't \e»i] ? ' ^ 

;ijrely Sar<-fli imj >iild\a'ly elasp/'(l tie* liand that^tr ld hi^s 
ifh both h'':Mia]ids. 

^ Then iiolp me fn male" TImfs lif<‘ happy hero in Borne 
iis^vii4<^- H' lp nv to nniko him f<>rg' t tlwt his ‘career \s 
ifri end, and he S » »ut of harn''S'y Do m kno^v that tliis 
nn<T is t(s blfss our is r<'r V 'Die(> said o). Of course 
’s a jdirasr*. Pml \'<>u — a^k tied it may Ije blessfd ! ’ 
/^l^i]')tly shf r< j< ao (l h<.T hand from I.ady Saralih. 

‘ 'ShiO) I ' h-lai said, g* tting u]>. ' Lad\' .Sarah \ lo'en here 

n minu^^s.' 

Her \a.ice had e..imph tj>® ehan^i!f<d. sounded g-uitlv 
Hiafhng. • 

' Has'e^yiaii yoni' hair, or— \' liat a \V(aid' rful 

flowvT ! 

Si> Th^lodore was criming towards tlie hearth. In liis 
buttonhole Iw ^^ai^ earing a Miiall rtoi; that was extra - 
Ci^Jinaiwlv beafltifuh It w:i^ no loiigrr a bial, \a | scarceh^ 
a full n ow'#r. ^hyly it s<<med to lawaT on the thresliold of 
lo\'cly life. In sitnpe it wars cxajuisite, and in colour it 
sha4»d ffl^)m pale*\allr*w to a (hep orange lu 4 s in whieh there 
eeemed t^ be undernotes of reddish brown. 

Doksres ptit up her hgnd as if she wa re going to touch it 
gfntly, l^fysn, hesitatijig, she adrlcd : 

‘ Wie|t did you get it^^ ’ 

Sir TlV(>dorc greeted Lady Sarah, turned towards his 
wife And ^nswnred, with a tender ring in his*deep voice; 
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‘Little Th^ it^o me “ to be grand witJf*’ to-night 
in honoiiT of this important occasion,’ 

Dolores let^hvr h:ind drop. 

‘You know how d('liHli1 fully Inu^ oliildjen q^e of^ an 
^occasion, tady Sally,’ Sir T1 icodore (‘(jiitinuei!!, standing by 
the liearth, and lookiny^ dofMi at tlie little rt^e ' how theV 
leap at an <^vcnt, wla tlier it b a ('hristrnas 'ekini^n ^r bnh^ 
T) a/sy or Diukie made ru'W by the muinj^s I Little "rtieo 
Deti/.il leape^ atrthis e\'ent, witli a llower for f\is important 
gutdfather who has ya^t a hom<‘ ami is yiving a feaat in it/ 

And he^ouclied tho ll<jwer wliic’h Dolores had ik •ftoyehed. 

' I w'onder where the Dermals are^ sai<l Ij.Lsres., ' Thf o, 
1 bclivw'e you havr Ixam tlu re ami m:i 5 le theTn Ifcte ! ’ 

Sliersp. liyhlhs 

' I did look in to have a gaim* \\ilh thi^ rhil<*iren, Thf^v^ 
were in yu’eat spirits to-mpht.’ ]fe broke hdf-as the ^ak(»r 
opened. ' Here eome Hue f^tlKT anjuju»th('r f’ 

Mik. Denzil earne in rather puiekl\e f<^lowed ld\* her hus- 
baiak wrut 11 ]) t'S Delores and, puUme her fi^ee iieyr tw the 
face r»f the [utsmh she \vas^s[>ea long to — ahal)itof hers \\4iieh 
was ratlier (mgaging — beeg.^d her jvardon f'sr being lathe 

'1 kiiew it wa'^Lheo’s fault,' said D<Leres. ' IL* kept 
\ 'jU by plavang with the eliiklia n.' 

She turn'd and shoid: liamb with Denzih was ks^king 
Cisrdial in hi> stony way. 

‘ ].et us e, » in at onee' an<l \v will show' \asu all the rcMsins 
. > " ^ 
afterwards, if y(.u i^all'z (’;r.e to see Ihem. '"Edna^ you and 

1 must shais; v'our husbaiuk A\e <lidyd ask another man. 

^Ve w'ant' <1 t<» be (juite ua fdtnilh to-night.' 

‘ Lh'd way slie s:iid that won't be forgotten in laswv'eip 
thrnight Lady Sai'ah, as sfie j)Ushe(Hu'r aigrette slightly out 
r)f its plaee aiul to,.]., Sii’ 'J’l ieo( k »red arm. 

iMrs. Denzil was a very happy \W)man, I’^ainly one of the 
happiest women in the work!, ?ind simply and eharfningly 
she show'ed it. (jiffusing abMiit her an atmwg)here (j4j')ywJ:hat 
ha(d something (d the radiant (piahty of light. Slyt waa not 
brilliant and never tried tr» s])arkle in words. Eut h(‘r hear^t 
sparkled and dr(wv pe(g)le towards its rays. Deiizil, too, 
^^iapp\k and was too strong and sincere, t(')o compl^wly him- 
self, ever to dream of concealrtig it. But neither cf d he ev^r 
obtrude his felicity. He and his wife were rnraapkably 
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[JBturaJ p^^fe, and, Jbciug quite free*fr(jrn*foo]^hness, never 
:)ored others with their blessedness, and verv" seldom roused 
others to active en\y. To-niyht, Ixsing with g(^nuine friends 
IS they both sujyjosect they wurr in the mood for delightful 
loiir^, anft thc^ dinner Ix^gan witJi spirit. DnnziFvas no\ er 
ife^oluble man, but he had j>lont;y*in his mind, anti, tliemfore, 
plenty* to say To those who^ wero eong</nial to him. Tady 
Sai^h was very hiiinan and r( sp( »nsive. And Sir Thec'ckjref 
talked well a^d was full of life, e\( n when ii(? chanced to be 
sad. . In depress^ )ii la was nover ])hl< gniatie. I'h c lirst part 
jf the ee^ning scemssl to g< > gaily. The cook pr(*.wd to be 

a »uccess, and cvervb<sdv admired thr* dmmg-rorini. And 

• e • ‘ 

possibly as t^ie e\a;nin^ lu gan so it might have ended but 
Lur two reas(jns,^eaeh iipjsus utly trilling. 

•The first thei^; was tlT rai'.ing by D' lizil of las glass iti 
a tri^st to hi^f ri<.' nds’ haj^pinr'ss in their new Ic'me. dU 

po^ of cojiirse^iake a s^.-<:eh, bn^ at the end of diiuier \sheu 
de?sert \s\is br(jugl%t round, he loohed, (U rather sttired, 
abouj: him v^th his s1range|y expressionless eyes, and, 
speaAiiiig ift a slightiy Ik airse^voiee, said : 

' Dohsres — The<.>, (jt.l b< *y — we \*vish you well here.’ 

There was nothing m the W(*rds. Ifiitji' nzil sj^ike with 
sucl^ staple crnpliaMs, and laid Mieh an etMjUout stress (sn the 
penultimate W(^i(l,Vnd tie* gesliiri' \’, ith vlin'h he lifted bis 
glass*^was manly, and \n't s<*mehow so full (>f hreirt, that 
Iff:* struck into the Ic arts of l^s eouipanions. Each one felt 
that here^was if man who g- nuiip ly lo^F^d his friends, and 
with a stj;ong natui’e was \\illiiig all goMd things touai'ds 
tleau. Even the staTing eyos and the slightly hoarse voice 
aided, the 4>e ji’essioii he made. 

‘ Thank y< >u, Eraix-is, •said Sir Tl KM m 1( .re. 

Dtshjy-s opeiKF^l Ik'I’ lipM, biij (T>scd th' in witlcsut speaking. 
L^y Saral^and JTlna 1 )er^,il ( chot'd Denziks ' we wish you 
Well ’ sruiling, afid shrank tlK*to;ist. 

*AiY| tl^n fisr tlM_‘ first tiuK' during that evening there was 
4\ pause, a silence which kiad in it sr)methmg frig’id. Sir 
Theodore looked across the table at Dolores. She w'as locik- 
iitg dowm. She was weating a dress whi<‘h waas exactly the 
csjloui^of «garette smoke ?ern in bright sunsliine. He^long,^ 
akght nec% her little dark head! Ik r extraorelinarily sensitive 
nostrUs, tlV great curling lashes which showijd against her 

c 
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still garlish c4ieek%, at fliat moment see^ied to h(il^usDana<o 
stand i>ut frnm thrir cireiri mment tragically. Often he had 
th. oiLI'lit tJujJ: liis was \vi.stful, was ev^cn mysterious look- 
ing. Nuw, fnr thr first tirnr, und #n]y fnr a moment, be 
tlu Miyht that ttu re was King actiiallj.^ tr%ic In her 

bcautv, traga* evrn in h^T snftness. Thu ifiipressioii ‘^he 
rec(a\aal was so iiainful that aVish, which was almf)^t*like a 
s^to^(h ♦ til. it shu Would glance up cut through his i^ind. 
Instantly s^<‘ d^^l glaneo n]>, and met his eyas. ^ And he found 
himself thinking : ' ^\ hat is sh<“ ? ^Vhat am I ? Qh, the 

cairse— Hu‘ eiirs(; of my igiuaaner, of the uneuasinj ignorance 
ctf ns all ! 

^ Th L'of said Dolores, ' 1 dn g<»ing ts) sin i^^nainst Roman 
eti»|i^‘ttu. Stay and smoke with hd’anei^ and we women 
*will ha\s‘ a talk t< 'g' 1 1 1 < r. I ha\s' been st? bnsv lately that I 
4iave Seen nothing Idlna. Conw in wherioyou hav^;* had 
eoffco, and rinish vsair eig'O’s with ny’ 

As sh<" S|a iko sIt' gsd !][). 

‘ Do'nT gi\s^ Ihsinzi one oi yisiir Isig eigiirs, ))leas(^' said 
Mrs. ] )'.‘n7il t< > Sir T1 a ■' dh 'T' a 

• f 

' \\ liy not, Idln.a ? ' said Dmizih |dainti\a_‘ly. ' You know 
tlu'V afe the l.a.st eigars T ever g<‘t in ]v<ane.' 

' lie sniok' S too mueh. It makes him hoarse. should 
like my hnsliand to be as naTMljous as wairs, Dolores/ 

'It isnd smoking. I ha\'e (sanght a e* *ld, die Roman 
sunsrt (‘ohl. I insist .ai a bi'^ eig.ar (Ui siu’h an eiceasion.’ 

' Dive it him then 1 ' said Mrs. Diae/ik siAiling.,, 

And die went out after J.adv Sarah. 

' Wdaas' is your law litth; d< -g, Dolores ? ’ asked Mrs. 
Denzil, r< ])eating Lady Sarah's riuestion as thr^’three women 
came into th<“ <lra wing-fo< am, ' I haven't sei n him vet.’ 

‘ He was not ft siK'cess. I 've given him away.’ 

Mrs. Denzil looke(l sincerely simprised! 

‘ Vi will be awfully disappointed,’ sly* said. 

She often uyal htlle hat s r>t inoffensive clang in i^c^ Fnglish, 
which w^as spoken with a certain delicate precisiuii that was 
slightly foreign. 

)Vill she ? But w hv ? ’ 

‘ She heard there was a live tiog from Ctincv h^jre, and 
has been expecting to see aX’hina dog, barking elid walking. 
She wUl be quite crushed wRen she finds it is naf to be seen,’ 



67 


JHE FRUITFUL VINE 

** Poor liktfe Vi ! 'fheo shouldn’t have told h^r.’ 

‘Qh, your husband can’t keep anythirn^' from the children. 
They were lon/;ing to dine here tg-night. Ik- told them 
you^ joof-^ree ^eis to he blessed, and theu imagii^ed extra- 
ordinary" ceren^inies. Iris was desta’ibing therii in bed to 
Marianpa whence came away, tsho tliouglit a roof-tree^was 
a Chris^rnas-tre^ gisiwing among the elumn^ys, an^l that 
we were g'»irlg to climb ladders aftor dinner for the btessingd 

‘ Let us at the ^oof-tr(’e/ said Lady t7aridi. ' I love 
to be^shown (sver houses. I want to see everything you 
have dgne^ Dolores/ 

well. ^V<‘ w<.»i/i wait for the (others. Do you care 
for this rooif?, Edna?* D<) you think we have made a 
success of it ? ’ 

Sirs. Denzif looked hastily round. 

seems me delightful. I d'c/t believe it i'oidd b^ 
Kdtt^.' 

stie continued to E)ok about^ th^ai added na'us'ly : 

' Hi*t n^\'^\'er«liet is all bos^j, of eoin’s<e ] have rn* feeling 
for dfcoration. • Fr^tn/i'says my t;uFt<‘ is that of an Italian 
^gine6T. Y'SU kiusw the mod rn Italian has a passion for 
machinery and no sense of art at all. Th^ only thing that 
^yeall'# ffirnishes a lyeise for me is tlus ])e..ple in it. 1 am 
noj:^ aiimrtist. lU am anything, I siipp-oc I am a humanist.’ 

Lady Sarali had mo\a‘d i^vay and was standing in front 
of^he picture of the villa by>+u‘ sea.* 

^What 'i:^tliat. Lady Sally ? ’ astfed Mrs.*r)en7.il. 

She wenh to stand I4V Lady Sar.'di, and put her face very 
near to tlie pi(‘ture. ddien slu* sigle’d. 

‘ Wing what is the matt- r ? Wdiat a gust ! ’ said Lady 
S^rah, ahB'‘'St as if stalled, and swaying round in lier 
i«i{44lsi\'^ way to^look at her (nnipanion. 

' I coi^dii^ live*with thal*j)icture in my room.’ 

* Why n(jt ? ’ said Dol^^rf s. 

‘abOlrifl eliness T.f that poor thing would •make me too 
sad. She k longing for a companion, and only that black 
st^n is comidg to her. Jt is one of the saddest pictures I 
ev^ saw. Tl^ae ought V> be no sadness in art, I think^’» 

^ TliA isi’t art to relleet^life ?^’ said Lady Sarah. 

She glanVd at Dolores and regretted her rpiestion sud- 
denly. •StiU ga/dng at the canvas Mrs. Denzil answered : 
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‘ I daresaf I talk n'jnsenst'. I on]\" meau flTat I don’t 
6k6‘ pc<»plc (.If-'liljcTiitflv to create sadness, I have beeh 
awfully fortniiatc. x\llMiiy life I have been what children 
call as lui^tpv as* a king — which incims mut^i Iu»pj)ier* Cihan 
a king. .Vi»l iu»w I aiii^ pvaff ctly coiitcii^cd^ I hate J:o 
tliirJv lusw many jxsor things ar*“ sad, and I fton't wi^t,tkcir 
sadic'N^s t(j be 4n(drb‘as( ‘d by art.' 

^ rurfii ij>s smuk' ( »f th'Tii n<*rd the sorrow art,’ L%dy 
Sarah an <^r< d m luT xs ilcd^ ratluTij^athutic v< )icc. ' I go 
iinarly every day t<> look at tlie '' Iheta ” in Peder’s. 
Dol()ros, wijidt you sluav us the rooms ? 

Dolofos replied ].>y a g' sturu, anti lepl t^ieiy on, shoving 
them all that ha<l bcpui dome and listening to their Cism- 
yient^. Put wluTi thoy r< a<ie_td the dko.f of^ her and !^ir 
iTluddlore’s iM'dr.H.iu she lu'sjtatkd. She f<dt an almost In- 
t'iiK'ible Feiuetaneo to bt the happv u < an; in — t/i(.‘ fruit fuf \ine 
—cross its tliF'-diold. AlTiIi'- e\'en1fig ^he lead bt’cn S(‘eretly 
waging a combat, and m av, abruptl\n the c ijouiv within her 
sei.nu'd to g.ain in strofigih and <.!< lerminatu ai, to begin to 
get the U[)p'T h.and. 

MJur^ bedr-Miin is in llh isn and Thetis dredsing-rocand 
she said. ' Ihit i in siirs' y<ai've se<dn bnoiigli, E^lna. I 
feel I ’\'e Ix'-ai vi<diniiong yoii. Viai deidt botlwr Lueh 
about all th' do tiling'. - lie; tidippingu — I ki/<_)\v. , ,Y(du'i — yeu 
have so minii el-.c 0> jUl up v<Mjr life with.’ 

‘ Ikit I neglect tie; trajiping'-. far too gnueh. I am ‘‘‘ 
Philistine.’ 

She p.ailsed, tle.ai add<‘d : 

‘ I I’o.'illv am \'erv mmii interested in seeing, ever^dhing. 
But p< rh;ip- \e .11 are siek of showing.’ 

‘No I N..'!’ ^ 


Dolores op<ae;<l tie’ bedrooni' d< ndr. 

I must ex.ammr this M;id(.nh;i,’ Lady Sarah exclaimed, 

‘ Is it a \asry got .d (d.py i .f h Luini, <.>r ^^l'l;lt ? ’ 

She was bending, and shoved no intention of ei^ei^g the 
b< d lr< d .m. 

' Th' t) thinks it a g<amine Lninid 

Tlijp twr> wtanen vd nt into tie* ^sdroom together, leaving 
^Lady Sarah in the boudoir yliieh adjoined. Diji^eetlt^ th^y 
had disappeared she eeastdl t«) be interested in( the Luini, 
Nevertheless r^hc did no follow them. She picked up a 
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book with •a ver>^ beautiful Florentine binding, and sank 
into great soft armchair. Murmuring voices came to her 
for a little, then ceased. Her friends had gon^ on into the 
furtkejr rc^m. •That Evening she felt clRir\ oyacite, and, 
because of h(^r Jlairv< »yance, melajich* »ly. They Jmd met to 
bless fi r^of-tret^ in Sir TheexVae's phrase ; they had wi.^ed 
well,, and genuirA‘l}y not formally. But vssuld their wishes, 
like^the righteous man's prayer, avail ? Lady Sarah had 
been smitten by terriljie sorrows. She had* lost an adored 
husbahd i^ter only three years of nian iage, and |)oth her 
children, /arin girls, one at the age <•!, twelve, the other at 
the age of seven^?en. These girls had been h»vely in ap- 
pearance and 'in character, as angelic iis human beingN can 
be. gay and sermetin tlwir inrr.>een('e, yrV thrjlliriji^ 

with the springtide of What they had been t(.) their 

motl^er no oriL^hut herself ereild realise. W hat eha+ige their 
wttkdrawal behind the^eil haiUvr^ught i« her existence 
she had whisptTed s( amdinirs 4:< > G<m], and ts) the Mojther of 
many* soTl‘(iws, ^)ut never y<'i^ to a lu ing fri(‘nd. She had 
been made, nof marred, by le r niTs< ry, and she often felt 
4 ^ if it had eiesnm »usly iner<Ms<'d le t natural intelli^mce. 

She felt Se) te)-night, Avlieii the \'oiee s e>T L)t 'le>rcs and of 
■Cdnifr eiizil dieei a».say. 

«She*was^igid^e>f Iri.lna Diaizih Edna wivs \'erv" near to 
Lfgiy Sarah's ideal ')f what* a g« ». .d woman sliould be. But 
for Dolores she ^had what *^night be galled a faihlrsse. 
Deplores faScinated her. And at any ag*- a t< rnperament 
like Lady^Saralbs n-tfist l)e .subj* et^ to fascination. As a 
delicate mist half-re\eahng, halfoa aicralmg, a landsi'ape 
charmS the^-yes of a painter, Dolores eliarmed this middle- 
aged and highly ^se usil i \ e w<»mam But sonietimes she put 
ft?a^^int(5 Lady Sgo^ih's still ^gtswing heart. To-niglit she 
did so. . 

\Vhen the voices 'Soun<leel again in the- distance, as the 
.twx) wflhien evere returning. Lady Sarah gofu[), and went 
^Ibne to thh drawing-room of the saei picture. 

^he found the twm m^n just comiog into it from the 
diming-rooip, €tiU smeEing^ their cigars. Tlc y hasked^^ if 
th^ h5d bten having a good tiipe together. Sir The^^dore's 
face was fijLl of animatieui. Den::il's w'as not. He seldom 
looked IfuU of animation. But he Aiad a robust air as of a 
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man in strong health, not in the leas^ bucolic, ^6lever, self- 
controlled, and stirred by the current of a serenely flooring 
happiness. 4Ie ^^as a •<quiet man, not mercurial like liis 
friend. Now, as Jie came in he was sifliling acid br^yiglvt *\dth 
^ him an atnu-^ple re <d g* rmfrie cordiality and Contentnierit,^ 

' All alone, l.ady Sally ? ^ he J^iid. 

He (;l< arcd iiis throat. 

^^VlJ;^ }na\s^ they drsrrted you ? ’ 

‘ Tle y iir& jiis^ corning. I like warnhaing about beautiful 
rooms by mys< If. And l)ol(.rrs is showing your ^afe ?\^cry- 
thing, f can’t le lp fastening on tics special tliing that 
app'-als to me and gi\dng it too imc'h tiise. . That is wdiy 
I generally sight-sec al<»n<a ILu’e thry are 'I 
^ The (h^^'r had oix^n.-d, but iitd,* ad of I^olrires and Mrs. 
Denzil the //aasy/rc di ('usa apjiwared showing in Ces&re 
rarelh. 

For a rnonnad Sir Tlc‘ofiorc look^al surprised, but he did 
not slcpv ^ur|)tisr in hw menjcT to thi'. uic-xp^ ctcd guest. 
IF- sh'M.k t'ais 111 by lie hand cordially and skid :e ’ 

'It’s \'.ry g<i..d id y-oi to come and sce*us in our new 
abode. Do yen kti'Cv L;uly Sarah Tdes ? ’ 

Carelli did not/and bowed to Lady Sarah. 

' Mv frieii*! D'Ui/.il \S)U krc>w.’ 

' Oh yes; 

' My wife will b(‘ Ic t’e ill a nioacait. She ’s showing MfS. 
Dcnzal the rooms. lta\a‘ a (‘lAur.’ 

Carelli aeeepP'd (juc. 

' I heard you wlT(^ tn be in casa te -night,’ he remarked, 

‘ and was very gl;id to krc»w it, so that I miglit be one of the 
first to wish you a haig aud h;i[‘py life in K'jine; 

H'' spolce almost like a man \\ishing you a deliglitful visi^ 
tc) his own house, with a tomdi of proud {^*r<jprietorst‘iip. ' 

'Thank you,’ said Sir Thepdtjrc, ' (Jf <ijll eltiea. that I 
have Seen I feel most at lome here. I atways think of Rome 
as a glorious and beautiful village. But you must Amder- 
stand when I say that I mean l.iccause of its intimate chiimi, 
wdiieh no other town p< ► s s T' s S f “ S . 

' i fike to hear that,’ said CarelJi: as if a splendidly kiRd 
and sincere personality had been addressed to himselr. ^ Ji 
Roman likes to hear such sayings as that. Thert are some 
who come hete and onh^ see faults, that oar roadj^ 
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ineven, p^i^aps, or ^at we sometimes overlo^Td the mules. 
Foi\ are different. Thank you.' 

His pride in his ('ity was charniiiA^^ in its boM sim}')licity. 
Deiv^jJ st^^pd ai him li^'dly, and said ^Inwiy : 

‘ I rnnstnd^ (fare to s])rak of the \ha Nornentarwn eh ? ’ 

^y intor\^].>n an obse^w ant p^-rsMii csaild have h.^tirnt 

that he liked tfarelli. Most men did like him. He was 

* • 

certeiinly a popular man in Jvouk.-. 

‘ That I ' exelaimed^C\ar<‘lli, ‘ it is a r|i]Tirr\» ruie great 
luinkci: — to use a simd<‘ of Atapia Sarita ! It is a shame to 
Rome.* w'c ha\'e murh to do heis* yet. But we shall do 

it. * Give U3 tinie# Whs a young nation, renaanbrr, in our 
vdllage.’ 

' If Rome W(. r<% all (juarr;^ and bunkL^ I should Jike to bt; 

Yjn (jff into it affd k ft tjjrrr/ <.'X<'lainird ].;idy Sarah. 

J^uVldenly e^aivlli th lt <juits“ int^'O '-.t<.‘d in ' la mvcrrjila, 
[le^iade a ni<'>vement, a?^f to sit (iT»wn lx sideJier, wlam IGlna 
Denzil eaiiTe into the room aviIJi D'>lores el<sse lahiiiaL 

Ihi^ jre^ ^was^ si ai'tlrd by^tho sight < »f Carelli. For a 
rnomTait she forget fhat it is a eMiriBem )M’aetiee in Ibjme to 
^ay calls in the suening, an<l s1h‘ tie eight that he hr^l c< 'me 
for Some special reason, to make s<»mc arifiouiu'ement, give 
^ornc^e.^ceptiorial p4‘ce of news. moment later she kne\v 
tl'y.it tj;r sujy X >n had be<ai < |Ui1c abuird, and wasnderod 
how it coukTTiax'e (s.>nie intv la-r niind. She had just j'axsed 
tlirough a few minutes <xf na/'^al syeh as only women 

can underhand and suffer. While she had been shs'wing 
Edna Deii/til her IxxniWful l)edr''oin and the room beyond it, 
quietly discussing their arrangement, drawing atteiitirai to 
the gr^en damask bed coverings, t'j the lairlains whieh had 
come fron>a palace in Siefia, to n w<ai<lerful <‘ru(ahx of i\an’y 
toi^lapfs lazuli, ^vJli(dl Sir Theod'U-r had 1 'ought from a 
tascally prerk pi^^^st in Jen^ylem who had had no business 
to possess it, she had* lx en*lo( Ting at h<T lifig and had seen 
it like ff'tWng that staiais out terribly, more than dislnadly, 
wrth unnatAiroI fierceness, and then shrivels m a fire. The 
wgrds she uttered had S'^ined to sear her li[)s with their 
bitper nullity.# She believed that she had shown n* 'tiling of 
her paiti to*Edna Denzil, and thy effort to conceal had made 
hflf feel ftlr.^ost hysterical. For a moment the unexpected 
light pfC^ehi threw her off her gn^d, and conquered in her 
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the long habit outward scdf-contrc^ acqiiire4#by contact 
the wr)rld. She stepped for an instant, and, her 
expressive i*i(‘e was niiirked by a look of almost alarmed 
inquiry. , Then jhe came forward afid gTe(J:ed ^rel^ .with 
her usual ci^se <)f manner, while Uere/il bcgan^alking to Lady 
Sarph, and Sir T[ie< xL^rr a*nd ^^rs. Deiizil sa4 dJwn j)p a sofa 
at a distiller. 

'Carrlli had scan Dohaes’ astonishment ana ror thcofirst 
time won(i(V’od cvle-thcr the Cannyngvs had im?ant to receive 
that evening. Jhit the D< iizils were Jiere, and 'la vgcchia,^ 
Surelv if was all right ? Still he felt slightly do^l^tjul, and 
almost immediately he said to Dol( 4 r(‘S : 

‘ I wsas told you were in casa te>mfght. 'Wih it true ? 

Doh ires srnih d. . 

V O 

' But vou (ran s<‘e for yourself ! are tiere; with frieniisd 

' But, f«:>rgive me, jx rhaps thev hawz dined^ with yoit ^ 

‘ Yes.' ‘ ^ 

‘dVere yrni exfxetmg pe<q)le to dr(.»p in after dinner 
to-night ? 

' But why (h I y* m a^k 'J 

' I see. Y( Ml wer< ‘ la d.' 

He did not triiiiblrd or ill at ease, but he added : 

' I really ough1 to go. I had no idoa./ 

' Theodore and T are d< light'‘d to wclernnA" you.' 

' But I must <'X[ilairi my iiiiNtr^ko.' 

Ib‘ 1 called forward,' erossiu,-^ one I g (‘varr the other, and 
resting one arm oil his kn'er. 

' Countess Boceara told mo to-day J hat you were at home 
tins evening and that Slir mrant to drop in. She even gave 
me a rende/.vous hrre.' 

^ She {irobably mistook somrthhig I said. No^doubt she 
will turn up presontly.' 

But the little Cnuntess nevec came, an'd Dolores did not 
really expect her. 

A sense < if. relief had come to Uolsiles. ShC-ljad been 
seized almost witli fear at the unexpected sight of Carelh, 
The explanation he had just given showed her how absurd ^he 
had^een, what an unreasonable ijieiital eom^ition she tjad 
allowec^ herself to fall into. And in relief she felt unusually 
cordial. 

‘ I hope wie shall see ymu here veiy^ often. Large roouu 
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lilte tbese made entertaining, aTid wl me^n to receive 
a good deal.’ 

She went on quickly to develop to Carolli % scheme for 
creating a saloij in Ro^ie. For since she had shown Edna 
Denxif the^oonTjS her fluating and vague thoughts of making 
Ttfeo’s l^e irfte^sting had ci'mcciftrated themselves, formed 
themselves into. that. Carerti listened with his black eves 
fixe^ upon her. Italians oftun stare without any iikfentifm 
of being rude.^ DcJore.^ spoke of clever and intellectual men, 
of arcbicologists, vvritejs, painters, rnusieians, even of actors. 

‘ Yoij Ate going to have thhin here at partiet ? ’ said 
Carolli. 

‘ I wish W.'# 

‘ With the Bo^'caras, the Monteverd^is, Princess Morula, 
diplomatic* set C 

‘ V.diy not 

She spoke iflmost defj^ntlv. Jiad not Edna Denzil said 
thaf evenijtg tliat orrf}" jie.-.pf^furnishcd r<M)ins ? Sudd^ily, 
divining ^^[losit.ion, le .!< a t s *felt as if she cared fer her 
scheme, as if it^w< re something of great inorneait in her life. 

' That may be all ver\^ well in Lend<>n. hut it would never 
do here in our Koine,' said Car<dli with eon^K'lion. 

‘ can you tell ? ' 

‘ It Jias been t^riecT. An ambassadress tried it.’ 

lie fnenti^^flC'd a name ovM'r verv \\<11 known in K<sme. 

•Mamma hiis ofthui dksseri!»(^l to na^what a terrihli* failure 
it was. .it first the arehrcologiists, wiht< rs, musicians — • 
actors thein were none^werc \'(Ty ptsisrd, and tlud princesses 
were very" much surprised and ratiun’ frightened. Somr- e)f 
them ^\Tn nftme in high dresses! Then tlie arctuee'logists 
and comp|iny tried to bc^frivolous *and the princesses to be 
profound. d’his^ — mamma s^id — made tie* arclurrih »gists 
quite hystej^caJ, AiiTl th<‘ pivK‘essrs became bored. Finally 
the arclueolognsts wep:- rcY afid angr\a and the princesses— 
weil, s^i^yiy there wrre none, not cvaai in hig^i dresses ! So 
i'1^ ended I x\nd the amtiassadress took to charity — and 
parrots.’ 

^ I shall never take to parrsts ! ' 

Thfn yt)U will take to* hunting again, and that wTu be 
e'^r so muzh better.’ 

He glanced across the room to th^ sofa wher^Sir Theodore 
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was sitting \^th Mrs. L)erizil. At that ^TQomenti>f>th of them 
were looking very animated Mrs. Denzil was telling Sir 
Theo(l(:>re escapade ^of her childre n. He was listening 
and sometimes breaking in. And h^had th^t urymst^l^able 
expression of a man whose nttentism is oeaii^ietely grasped 
by the matter in hand. Cardli believed tlg^t Sir Theodora 
was in love ^with Mrs. Drnzii, and was pj^obablv, indeed 
alrtiost .certainly, la-r l«jvei\ This was a {x rfeetly natural 
cctnelusion Italian to (Iraw fropi Sir THrridorets great 

intimacy with the Denzils and incessant \ isits to tladr hr.usta 
It did not arisr because Carelli's mind was nastv but merely 
because it ^vavs Italian. Why shojild a pnarried man' go 
perpetually to a flat inhal)ited by a still yohngeind charming 
woman if he is nr)t m love with }.ier ? It w^aild be waste ot 
time. Denzibs attitude did not tronbb; Uarclli! lie did dot 
V‘other alesiit it. He knew Iksw strangrK' blhid or ac.f^im- 
modating Rom^jn husbaiah sone'tiiw^^'s AVcrc, and he had j)aid 
e)Cca'i^ional \usits t<> Lond'Ci, and sta\'< <1 in langli^h country 
houses during th^* ^hooting season. There wjre husbands — 
and husbands, in lengland as well as in Kahn 

Now his e\a‘s turn<'<l fr>au tli^j eMU])le on the sofa to the, 
face of Dolores, ^h<“ r< ad hi> tie eight in his eyes. 

He did not underet.ind tie; truth at all. H<t confnlsuice 
in her intuition was m no wis*.- aff^ett d by his misreading 
of tie; situation — a misreading so eliaraett.rislTT of a man. 
But she longed to [)ut him iiLji>b And the strength rd lier 
longing startl' d her. Why shniild she eare rshat Carelli 
tlasught ? Tie* sense rd anae ty, alneyst (d fear, rvdiieh had 
assailed her so mysteriously in the summer came upe>n her 
again. An mtluere/e touelesl h<‘r, like a fuigi r laid upen her 
in tl lo dark. And S()iie thing wialim le;r recssiRd. And 
something within le'r wait'-d, ’mstionless. 

' I am md g'>ing to hunt. Uarn tired r^f himting. If I 
ennnot have a salon, at h ast I can get t‘» kneov interesting 
people anei have them la ‘re. Th^y musPa;ome ah.rwS<»i!f the 
uninteresting people are afraid tr) meet them. B^t, in spite 
of the ambassadress, I mean to trv" to mix thtan.’ 

of her uneasiness she spoke almost with crossness. 

' Afid you will ask me ? * said Ckrelli. 

' You ! Why not ? I shall invite nearly eyery one *I 
know. These, rooms are zarge.' 
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* And w^^re to fik’nish them for \^iu ? ^ 

Ilis quiet in \\liirli tlurc sccnied to h'"' a sniilt, 

made Dolores realise that her ners'cs were playing serious 
tricks with her to-nigl^, and that sTic must ried give way to 
thcfnT STTh kyow she had heen alniMst 1 m[)iilitf'. It was 
tUat thi^uglit of Carelli's, *that stwpid Ix lief ed IjIs ahemt the 
two iri^^ple on^he s^fa "jspiTsite, wlneh had driven hei*into 
irrigation., Ruf now that she rreo|j;iiisrd lhat h^ct j^he» 
would not hf^h' travrd hv it ai^aiii. 

frieiah Mr^. l^vii/.ih says it is (snly paopt,^ who furnish 
roEHUsd rkniarlo (f. 

-Ara^ slie triad to throw^ Cordiality int(j law voice as she 
said the waari^ ' ffi<aid.« 

Carelli star' d at Isdna Dmi/iI, wIds, virldiiiL^^ t^a law hat'it, 
wys puttinL^ 4 it*r f*E'(- lEUir fo Sir 'ricfMfi »]’<■ s \\ liilk'^shE' talkt^i 
tc) fdin. Ilcjiad little (io*ii])t thal Sii’ Tdi' opt tre had imposed^ 
Mil?. Danzar"^ eoTiipaitv rai his 1 hat niylft, and he 

cofisidered thal Su'^'rh^TTrd^^vas quite wiftiin his riy^its in 
rloing so. At^l Ladv CannViig'‘ was trying to ('arr\^ the 
n'iaW:cr off with a hivh IiaiaT aial t** 1 hro\v dust in his c\a\s. 
IIow^ could sh<‘ feal that Mrs, ])< ii/il was Idt friiaid ? But 
' she had ts) inako' thn Iwst rd ihing-, as sm many wi*.ajs have 
to ifi Roiir' and clsiwharc. l)( opito his strong filing for 
Doto’cs he did ii'sT ])it\' la r \a-r\^ muah Ixcaiise of tho fate 
fie si 1 pp(ssr>+M.E) be Ira'^. d’lc' Iv«aiian tiaditmn warn against 
s^ch J'ity, esp' E'ialh^ su<’ir|'^l\^ in a*nian. And Barrlli wais 
reallv Ibdinan at laarl, not la^didn He was confiaaiited, 
he hi’iiexash bv tlw \< rv ordinary situation of an un- 
faithful husband bringing th^* olU i' wouiiin to his wifots 
hous^a 14 ^^he was a woman of .smricty, not tliscaidrd by her 
husband^ that was iiotiiing out of tie- E'vay. It was done 
g^’erw" day, not<»nlv in liona^but in many othiR cities. But 
though CVelli dhf ii-t spc^aallv pity Dolms s he w^as begin- 
ning teflove luat niort‘ tluirfi liad owa yet Ikwa.d. And that 
f^ct the supposed situation of \a ly vital ccinsequence 

to him. 

‘ Interesting people ? ’ he said, looking fissm Mrs. Denzil 
to Sir Theodore. 

‘ P^opl^ one likes, whether they arc interesting 8r not^ 
ihsuppose*’ 

Gftuld you like some one whojwos uninteresting T ' 
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‘ VVhy not ? Ldon’O think one’s he^rt is or pej- 

Itaps even general] v, led by one’s brain,’ 

‘ It is difficult for a man to know by what a womhn*8 
heart is Icdd ' 

‘Besides,’ said Dnlores, ignr)riug tfiis rern^rk,^ the' rlicre 
fact of your caring for some one makes him,, op^her, hi- 
teresting to you. Evenffiody ‘is interesting to soA^body* 
rbi4 everybodV is not int< Testing to a company.’ 

‘To your salon!’ he rejoined, smiling an^ showing*^‘his 
large even yhite teeth. ‘ Do tell me, when y(ju open your 
salon, if ^ am pennitted to come, in wftjeh set will you place 
me ? Shall I be expected by you to be interesting dr o,nly 
interested ? ’ 

He leaned forward. Though he was still smiling, his large 
^yes lookcvl almost sh-riouslv inqil.ring, as^d^ie really wished 
to know. And as he asko’d his (juestion Dolores a^ked 
a question of herself. l)id she think Cesaee Carelli an 
interesting nianb 

"ioiL must l_)e both,’ she rr-plied, alse smijjng ; and still 
asking that question of herself. ' Tlie linking df" the, two 
powers makes the perfec't man, s<>eiallv speaking.’ 

And then she dr(;w Lady Sarah and Denzil into the con- 
versation. M rs. l!)enzil and Sir Thci^dori' alsc) came n<^arer 
and joined in. And f^r tlu^ last quartet of an hour l^efore 
they separated the conversation was geiierab 

Neverthek'ss it was ry)t really gay. Nor did it flow quite 
easily. And the second ^'•'hy this evening of tty? 

blessing of the roctf-tree was not quite a success wa^ supphed 
by the unexpected prese[ice of Carelli. 

He infected Dolores with anxiety, and with' something 
else, irritation, caused by his misreading of her situation 
which she divined. And what a hostess feels, her gipsts, if 
they are few, however faintly, however igoorantly, echo. 

That festival of the blessing enSed wth twt) conversations. 
One was in the red and green draving-r/)om betjj^^ Sir 
Theodore and Dolores, the other in the hired caup^ in which 
the Denzils were returning home to the Via Venti !^ettembre. 

When their guests were gone Su Theodore stood by the 
ked stretched himself a little, as tall raitn oftfxi do 
when they are relieved of some social burden. 

‘ A pleasant evening— patches, Doloretta/ he^ aaid. 
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■ But, alasj^cfnly in patches. Was i# Ladr Sally, or was it 
some fault of mine, do you think ? or wa,s it Corelli coming’ 
in The Denzils I put out of tfiis court of inquiry. I think 
probably they were ur^'unscious tluft all w;rs I'ffjt going hke 
a n'ffifriag^bcllT’ 

^is \^Me Ikftod h kT eyebrows. 

’ ‘ Ycyi^don’t fTiink it went <tff well ? 

* Yes, but as 1 say — in patches. Now you c^nd I owyht^to^ 
manage ihin|^ better than that with our exp' rieiiee aud 
savoir-faire. Yet Lad\' Sally (‘and Ije respi m^hle. She’s 
a briek, ^nd a channing and intelhgeiit briek into the 
basgaili.'* 

He pulled {jis fointe^^ieard gently. 

‘ I suppose it must have Ix t-n (kirelli. By the wav, who 
(a^a earth coijd Lr^ve told Mm tie.* he that we were in cas^ 
to^T-iight ? ’ ^ 

NRome is :hill oi nonsensir'ai runienrs.’ 

•If he i^uc'k t<) I'l^s le* must I^ve thought our 

friends were s^newhat relueMint in their emiiing.’ 

mofed his lij)s two (»t thre(‘ tunes sideways, causing 
his bk'ard to sfiift in a way that sfiygm^t' d an alert restless- 
ness and dissati^fac-t ion. 

‘ put who cares what he, or any oie.*^ of those outside, 
things ? ’ 

‘ What meaid liy tho^f* <bntsid<‘d' Tleas ? ’ 

* AH the cr(:)wd of C'arelhs eutNide^)nr le arts arid our lives, 
Dol oretta ; tho<se who are never cemiyg m, tie.* eniintlk'ss 
multitude's wUo will lexer matter. L< t us g( >, you to your 
beauty sleep, I to a* Russian no\aJ, and forget our patchy 
evening.’ 

Dolores did^ot speateor move.- She was looking into the 

Ike. 

‘ Doloretta I \ 

‘ YeS, yes ! ’•she said, ^turning, ‘ let us forget our patchy 
evenimgd 

^ ‘ AjkT I will put this little rose into water. It is to' ) lo\ ely 
to be alli^e^l to fa(ie before its time.’ 

He drew little Theo’sigift carefully out of his coat. 

M(JaJa^^ihife the Den^ibs cmipS wai5 slowly mountic^ the 
to the Via Venti Setten^jre. It was a narrow ooupa, 
they sat in it, they touch'jd each other. 
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^ They ’re verv-^ cosily settled, old ThAj and t)p]ores, arenT 
they, Ed ? ’ said Denzil. 

He ck*ared his throat. 

‘ The cigar doesn't seem to have done my cold much good. 
I believe you \veVi_‘ right.’ 

‘ You really do sm(>ke rather too much, h’ranra.’ ^ 

. Denzil t<)()k h(dd of his wife's hand, as if ^le were tdking 
thold oHiis owh. 

' I ’ll kiK^ck ofi one or two a day.’ 

‘ I belie\'e you (juglit to. Yes, they are cosily s<ittled, 
and it ’s 5 luvely apartuamt. But I don't want K) be in it.’ 

‘ No more do I. And yet it would really suit us be’M:er 
than it suits them, be^rause we are IH^c to the t two. Poor 
old Ttieo ! It is hard on him never having had a child. I 
don't kno\y' that Dolores minds.’'' 

' If she did she would never say s<e’ 

' She ’s so fond of all sorts rd tilings — dog? and hoi^:^es, 
c»i t, pmsic, furiiiture, I (hail^c ir she’s one of the women 
who need (‘hildren.’ 

Mrs. Denzil thouglit she knew better, but she did^ not 
think it necessary to say s<». And she h^d something else 
that she«Avanted t<.^ say to her <sther half, who held her hand 
as if it ws;re his own. 

' Franzi, do you tfiink DMl(as‘s reall}' lij;es me ? ’ 

‘Likes you I Of cmuf^o slie dors. Wliy, ^oat greater 
friends ha\'e we in tlir \sk »rkl than 'J'he(j and DcTsres ? I wSs 
Th e(.)'s best man.’ 

‘ Yes, but I wasn’t. And Sir Tleaxlore isn’t Dchores.’ 

‘ \Miat can [lossjbly have put it into your head that 
Dolores dislikes you ? ’ ^ 

* I didn’t say that. I dr)n't Ixaheve I am thg sort of 
woman to rouse aidn e ])ersonaDlislike in a \’?^sman somatuy- 
aUy sw'cet-natured as Dolores. Jlut to-mght 

‘ Well, what wars it ? ’ 

‘ Dolores w^as showing me over the apariment. \tlfc5n we 
CflJiie to her bedroom, which is really rpiite lo\'ely, a show 
bedroom, the sort you and I could never endure, I don’t^ 
believe she wished to let me into it. ' I know' she didn’t.’ 

‘ Diifryou go into it ? ’ 

^ Yes.’ 

^ WeU then ? ’ 
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I didn’I-^jish to 4iow that I thought sbe wanted to keep 
fne out. And she didn't wsh to show that ’vfos what sbe 
i,vanl:ed.’ 

‘ Merciful heavens I ^What suhtlt^ties I WlAt hedging I ' 

‘Irfi t^.i^how women are, Fraiizi. So she askcil me to go 
in and ^^eift ind 

‘ Arta then \'fliat happened, you numljer one absurdiW ? ’ 

‘^She showeci me everything. But how 5he hated ^ly^ 
being tlaire ! ^ 

‘ \Vasn’t Lady Sally there too ? ’ 

' No, she wtLS looking at a picture outside. You know, 
Faenzi, there are some women who hate to sh^^p in a room 
with anotheii^V(^nan, i^owever intimat'; a fri< nd she may be. 
When she was showing me tlu* bedroom Dolores wii5 feeling 

e one of tiiose women — ff she lual t</d 

SJcnzil saij nothing for a minutes He was aeee])ting hiw 
wife's intuirton slowly. His nynd \v:ls transniriting tliTit 
fragile tl’Hing, a W(jman^*"ir?rapfl, into what*ivas to stand to 
hinyvs ^solid/aet. 

‘•I caiA. imagii'k:^ any oi^ disliking you, Edd he said at 
length. ' You never irderfiue with otle r wssnuii, d^s you ? 
You like th^in, which many of your s(‘X d<idt, aei^^i'ding to 
thch* own account. You neva r go f<u a man, because I 
nevifcf let you liav? the ehanei' ' — a hand S(jue(.z<'d his — ' and 
*theil‘fore i^wwiien wiiC) ar<.^ r<»bbers fe( 1 saf^- with you. Besides, 
Bolores is a swvet and gentle ei’< atyre, ludt she ? I ahvavs 
thought 1 ^ 0 , After you I look jipou h^r aa one (jf the best 
wajmen I known' 

' Say before me, and you wa addict be out of the course.’ 

' J'akej^ftre— slang ! 

^ That isn’t slang, l^ut all tha< has nothing to do with it.’ 

' Htfisn't it, mystitier Y ’ 

‘ Frai^i, grejit^hapjiiness creates envy, and sorindimes in 
very Iweet w^'^tnen. I V'‘.gin to think that our ha})piness is 

h D o lor e s . • 

^Ica^’t see that.’ 

‘ No, yoiA old dear. But only I knrwv hrav short-sighted 
^you are, and that ’s w^hy you stare with those two eyes like 
twe^^torte^, and frighten people.’ 

‘ Aad even if you are righi we can do nothing. • We can’t 
happy I ’ 
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‘ No, no I ^ GrAzie — ^razie a Dio, can’t <»help bein^ 

h^py I ’ 

They had reached the top of the hill. The nishing of 
water in the fountain sounded in tfeeir ear^s. The spray 
almost touched tluir cheeks through the openiU'inSow of ^he 
carriage. And the horses trotted, as if in a Jiui’Ty ndp reacD 
the ohly eartliJy Paradise — a happy home. 


OTAPTER VP 

*A‘ FORTNToftT before C'hristrnas M^irehesa Verosti began 
' "piiiirsdays ’ ; that is h) say sIk’ wds at h<»ine in the Pulafzo 
Antei fri.uA five to se\s‘n cv'ery Th^sd.ay aft(Arii»on. The 
Marcl^'sa was ( :id but full vitsihty,^ and still eagerly 
interested in all that vas gMing'on in the world. t^iree 

daughters were all niarri<al. l\er only ‘son ^had fourai a 
fortune with a pisity wif<.‘ atfaelual [(» it in America. And 
her joviat husband^ who was a s<-nat<>r, a sjx atsrrian, and a 
viveur, at ths* ag<.‘ of seventy was still healthy enough to 
revel in the f' Jlies ( d life. 

Rome is full of the faifhful, and Marehesr-'^Tt'rosti ‘still 
comniand(‘d a large fol)»)Wmg (^f adherents, drawn ehie nf 
from the Qiiirinal anti <‘osm< »litan Worlds. Tier father had 
been a Rsirnan, Ikt rnotlu r an Amerie^m fnan tiui South. 
From her childhood slie <liad s[)oken English lluently, and 
some of the eruTgw and swiftiu’ss of America, shyue cjf its 
freedom from the prejudices which «still prevail in^the old 
lands of Europe, mingled wiUi her aristiTeratie Rfomai^ 
characteristics, and made her an ^‘xeellent^ lr)stes.s, So her 
Thursdays were always well attfaickd b<4th f)y women and 
men, and those \yhieh fell before Christmtts^vere cro^«l^ by 
people eager to describe the events of the villcggiatuyi and to* 
hear the prospects for the winter. 

On^ her first Thursday the Mal*bhesa was assisted in^ 
it?cei\ditg by twm of her daughters* tountess Benftatacand 
Countess Flivei, small, graceftil young wmmen, with blue-^ 
black hair and likely dark ^es. They remained in the third 
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whe^e tea was sprefid outf on a huge round 
table, The Marehtsa sat in the room beyoncf, in the midst 
of red damask, bibelots, and (lowers. 

Like her daughters^he was sind-ll. Unlike^them she was 
wfte^ned,^TyTii^^le^, yellow, and shrunken.* Her shrewd and 
iliquis'^tje^e •little face was tliisLd with paint* whieh r)nh^ 
empliasised tlTe eobeir of natural <•< >nii>loxion. lle^ eyes 
sj^rkled under tuft( d ey(‘brows, abo\e whfoh ros# a tiigh 
forehead, lig^itly dustod with powder, and surmounted by a 
festiye-looking bhu'k ^vig^ tho eiirls e»f whieh Aere threaeled 
by a sea^et riband of watere d silk, with a fat hanging pearl 
afctaelietl to it exaetly in tie' iniildlo of hor head. 

In l\omeu|^eo^)le aiy^^e punetually, and by a ejuarter past 

five the Marc'hesa’s rooms were throiierd. Most of the 

♦ . • 

•ir^irte^st ai^l prettiest nfarri' d woin^n of the ^uirinal 

were there, ^mny girls •^ai the eve of entering the worlds 
ami plenty ^f men l;M.)th middle-ag<;d and young, ♦among flie 
latter numerous dif^lomansb^e7?^h<'d te) the spurious embassies. 
Twy aijilsassiidors also tnsKed in, and oaiversed. ffiniably 
wi4h the^Mareliesu, and sefi(.*usly witli three or four Italian 
politieians, wTio turned uj> for a shbrt time, prfdeiided t(.) have 
tea, surveyed the debutantes (.aatiealhe spoke in •(‘orners — 
no#doubt on affairs of moment — and ne lted mysteriously 
awi^n 

The geo'-^^if e('>mpany discaissed affairs important rather 
^ individuals, or to seetions of Jashionaljle humanity in 
Rome, tljan toHh^^ eountrv^ or \V(»rl(kat large. And three 
topies ^‘emed to be upp< rmost in minds and on lipis ; a 
rupture, a new laastess and ^vhat ^le vas likrly to do in the 
wa^ of y^fttertaining during the eoniing scascjn, and the 
immense losses of a givnbler. The rupture took first plaee 
JJI tke conyereations of t^e smart marri(‘d women. The 
girls we^ able»tf> join in yvhrn the new^ hostess was on the 
tapis.* And t'rt'erv was ,v:*aK‘ely a man present whr» wa.s not 
thoi;Q^hly inteitsted in the losses of the gambler. ‘ The 
Mancell^' and Cesare Carelli were the heroine and here) of 
the rupture ; De)lores was the new hostess; and the un- 
^fortunate gambler wa5#Marchese Montebruno. 

I^pnie* was genuinefy* disturbed about Princess Mftncel^. 
'In Itely husbands are yer^^ •faithless, but lovers are very 
taiJJjfuL Many a liaison becon^s consecrated by usage in 
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of fiFtrict moraliVy, but which has a decided feeling for romance, 
and a strong sense of the obligations of lovers. Such' a 
liaison had beeh that exisfing between J^rineess Mancelli and 
Cesare Carevli. the Princess was now^ fojty-tfltee ^d 

Carelli only *just thirty, aii;l when the affair kad-^pegurf 
Carellrhad been a boy of but eiglfceen. 

• Ii\ those earfy days, twelve years b(dore, the Fnneess 
had been severely blamed, and, for a slaut tim# , had been 
in danger of losing her social prestige. People said, ^nd 
thought, it was a shame to break up the life of a boy and 
impair his freedom. Many mothers were indignant ori bedudf 
of their biuhling daiiglrters ; and hpsare's pi^rents were 
furious, ^and made efforts to detach their son from a w^oman 
tiivy chose to call ' old.'" Of course fiie Prince was^n abomin-* 
t#jle husband. Every one kiewv tlnit. lie wa^ forever m 
Paris li\nng an ‘impossible^’ life. Fre»m the ftrst he had 
treated his wife afr< m‘j< )U sly, aif:yrti'ier reinf ining with her fdr 
a Couple of years had praeheally \h\s<'rt< ( 1 her. *Ne vertheless 
she had done ver}' wrong in spoiling the lady's lifd, anefein 
kec^ping one of the h(\st yur/ev in K(ane from matrimony. 

Why di^^ lhane forgive le r V Because she had great force 
of w'ill, w'as a ^nuhlc (bum, an accomplished rnonduinf, was 
conneeted with sewaal of tie* \a‘ry great«*st* families of It^ly, 
and knew' how to he d< t<*rmined \Mth discretei^^^^ And ^she 
genuinely ailored Carelli, «iuel ne\'er looked at any one else^ 
Rome loves romance Andc the loiig(‘r it lusts tjie irmre 
Rome loV('S it. So, as time [)assed e)n, Rome not e^dy for- 
gave Prin(‘ess M aneelli fe>riier lapse from virtue, hut actually 
came to think of the lapse itself as a sort of virtiK^^- — on^the 
left hand; s<»methiiig that must be*exf)ected to continue 
indetinitelv, and that must not Ix^ interfered ^^^^th. 

The Prii leess and Carelli did n^^t advertlst^ their^ connec- 
tion unduly. The proprieties w'lre.scrupulortsly observed. 
But Carelli generally happened to be wdicre Wie Prinee^ijyivas/ 
Whenever she had a party he dropped in. In the jjunting- 
field it was an understood thing that he W'as heft lead. He 
was her partner in every cotillon. •And in the summer 
w^en was in Paris, in London,, ih Aix, at 5t.» Moritz, 
C^enabbia, or Varese, »o w'aa ke, though not always in the 
same hotel. 
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' But dyivg th<‘ liinimer just uvA tlie •Princess had gone 
to Sveitzerland alone, and Carelli had remained in Italy \rith 
his family. 

Rome wa5 ^iistressitl at such a^change in the established 
oi?lei;of*Fliir\'^. It could only mean a Rupture! Wlio was 
fhe w^aiT ? 

NaVnes w(^y whispered. Ihit nobody really knewT The 
^J^rcheea Verosti was among tla* ni<»st anxious to^tirri^e at 
the truth. %^ge had not witlra-od h<T intrr( st in the affairs 
of 1 :ult neighbours, ipid she eag<Tlv S( eight amVng her many 
guests f^^ Sstmrbohy who eould inform her. 

‘ XhCTe is the little Roecara ! Sir* may be a1)le to tell 
US I ’ she siWldtmly e:s^laimed, as she perei.iAxal the Ceauitess, 
in a ver\" tight^blaek \’ol\a:‘t dis.ss, with an iinna iise^phiriK'd 
fiat, coining witti tiny sfe]>s into the tea-ro‘.anT and givMi||; 
htjT h'ft haml, in a whit(* kid ghive, to man aft' r man to^lfb 
ktssed, ^ 

* ^ Hr)W extraorcMnary neh'Taist is ! ' said Mrs. Ah hille 
Pryigh;^ a htrge woman, hAlf Ameriisin, half Faig^lsh, who « 
w^As sitting ^ath Hhe Mar<.*b(.-sa. ' I remember her in Paris 

when she w^as sixteen, and she was raie (d the fatt('st and 
awkw^ardest girls I e\'er saw. We always caltrl her the 
L}^)ns dumpling.' 

^Madeleine^I ' cried the Marehesa, Iwrke.mng and msdding 
till*the fai'^^fN^rl quivered in front of her wig. 

^ In the distanee the Coi^ntess 1>k\v a ki^s to her hostess, 
made a fiiteoift fuee, and held «i]i a te,^-cup. 

* Tea* and lemor^ to make her ima'e slender! ' said the 
Marehesa. 

‘.Whai n canT understand is how all that starving do<;sn’t 
affect her face,' said Mrs. M' h ifle Pringle. ‘ I tried it, and 
.got micm a dcc^gj^ed look tUit I had to give it up and eat like 

other fi^ople.’^ 

‘ Vou and 1 needn't 4iofher, my dear,' said tlw Marehesa 
conoWtably. ‘^Ve are long past all tjiat ! Madeleine ! 
Come lyid sit dowm. ITow nice to sec yr)U again after all 
these months. You know Mrs. Melville Pringle ? 

The Countess nodeftd to that lady wdth an indifference 
that bofdered on insolence, and sat down on a strai^t ch^r. 
Nevet yet had she been seen to^sit in an armchair, or to lie 
on a sofa. 
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' You've heon iii«Swit 2 ^tr]and this siimrAer, you ? ^ 

cou^inued th*' -h, rarnostly. 

‘ I was at Lucerne iM-fore I went to Aixd 

‘ Lu ciiTiie ! *Did }'i'U hiC the i^Ianec^i ! I heard she was 
there.’ 

* ‘ Lisetta — i^h v she was at th<' Natii'iiah’ 

The^ Cc iiintcss spoke eareh’sslY and ylanrsY ab(suf the 
i^isony t>j sts^diow many men were looking at her. 

OVws sfie alone ? ’ 

USht^ arriwd ulrme and joined tlv‘ Dnko and Duchess de 
Vandoiso, i^\\d sonw otle rs, all I'roneh, I holi'vu:’.’ 

'I knsiw the Duke and ] )uehoss dr* VauJoise,’ observed 
Mrs. M<d\'ilk‘ Pringlo, wri^r),tily. 

' ViniTilUid ]>iis / ^ ask' d tlio Countoss, witfi impertinence. 

^Irs. M' K illo Prinele boml h'T, areT to ‘diosorvlio bored 
laT she Avas mereiless. \Vhen she e<:*uld not cut them sbe 
erushh'd them. 


' Ponw li< r<', Piinei[d(‘d bh< d ( tr) an aristocratic 

looking, ^!nii idlo-ag' d man, wlr* was nio\'ing canticaisly 
forward not far off. And slio* tiirre d dwr sli-duldt^r 
Mrs. Melviltd Pi'inglo avIio g( »t u]) with a lowering 
glance. 

^ We alwaA's rsall' d Ict tho Lyons duTnitling in Panis, 
always. Slie was so /n^ge,' Mrs. M- hilk^ Lnngl'/ murmujed 
acridly to tho Mar^’hosa. 

Thon stie rranod h.iiigkply towards tlih* tea-room. 

' That woman \s tie* gicat'" t bois’ in Koniog exclaimed the 
C('>nntess as Prineo Itai-oto eamo up arul kissed her hand. 
'I never discuss things Ivforo h'sr. She rej)oats them to 
the wrong poigdle to mak<" an off(M‘t and re isos orio up hosts 
of eiwmi' S. W hat \s all tin -, about 'Jd' lu uno ? 

' lie has lost ew’rything,’ said the Prince,’ sitting down 
with a sunny smile. 

‘ Ah, Carlo ! ' cooed tlic Coimttss, Carlo, huona .fern ! ' 

A handsome young man with tiny bLnek mou abAc bes 
obeyed the cr)o, and sat d<»wn on her other side. 

‘ Well, but that 's nothing new,' continued the (oAuntess, 
‘ Montebnano had lost everadhing bevore I crime to Rome, 
Besides he never had anything.' 

* He had all Teresa’s dotd olxierv^ed the Ma#?h«4H. 

‘ Two million lire/ »aid Perreto. 
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. The yOul^man’sVexpressive eyes •hiehrtill now had been 
soft and mming, suddenly looked hard and gteedy. 

t^hat-’s nothing if one plays. I dem't suppose it lasted 
Mrmtebruno two seasri^is,’ said tlie/C'i nintess. • 

“•Ifot ft4arh^ SO r)l)srr\N:‘< 1 tli(‘ Pfincc, jprc.ssin^r 

httnds'Vs^i'Ui^, then sudd<-nly S|,'|>arnting tlierm 

Th»Voung-*nan, Carlo Vttali, loi.kcd rrspcctful. >kiiite- 
bmno was greatly admired and lo(.k< (l up to' bv thw ari^tc** 
critic lininu on aoc'rnint of his nMt<tri<)iis vo<*e. 

Did he really Irtse two mill ions ? ’ a^<Ml* \"itah\ in a 
soft tenot voice, ns who should suy — ' W^iat a man 1 ’ 

^ B^fo^e they ’d been* married a year/ said tfie Prince, 
cheerily. 

' Teresa always toh.l me it was a year and a lialf/ said the 
^andiesa, lyovfng her tufe<d (‘y(bro\'^s u]) andtlown. 

^Poveretti^ ! ’ said tlu'^Princf' rv'^heciitly. ‘ That was t(^ 
d^iepd MonW‘bnin<s. She lovfss him desperately this d;f\p 
aitd wou/d never o. ... '^^^rated if iPhadiiT been for 

lier mother.’ 

'^The^ft( )ttier ’s ^ horrid hard ANommi/ said tlu.^ Countess. 
I can’t bear her. She was alwads so down on Moutcl.iruno. 
So uncliaritable 1 W’hat ’s M- >n1 el.)ruiio p-'iny to ^]^) ? ’ 

‘^h! he will manatee/ sai<l \asunijf * Vitali, jaittincf a 
monocle o'vacr his ieft (‘ye, and lsl.uiic; at the Coiint' ss fisiin 
•top^ss toe,,,t]^i tixine: liis eyt^s ..n her waist. ' Montebrurio 
i^a parent man. lie can alwavs liuj m<inm\a’ 

'They say it’s the Man?‘<dli ^this tiryia’ said the' Prince, 
with a slTpht smirk and a sid<‘ plaiaa.' at the Marehe^a. 

' The ^lancelli ! ’ ^aid the Marely sa, 

‘ Who h'is helped him out.’ 

‘ ftiit w^iy should she ? ’ 

At iMs morcent <piit<‘ a stream rd rmw arrivals claimed 
th e attentiisn oj the unf< >rtunate Marehesa, wla > wms f( >rced 
to bridlf^her cfiriosity, ryiXto be amiablt* in frustration. 

' Doj^arai reall\^ib‘li(‘ve it? ’ murmured the Ciaiutess. 

‘ That ’s what they say/ returned Perrelo, witli a lively 
air. ‘ m^v be a poiin,' 

It ’s a very good (sgie at any rate. Ah, rny dear boy! 
A'Vhi^re Oft ifarth have yqu been hiding all this time » ’ wy 
didn t you come to play bi^jdge with u? at the Ttodons 
yeaterday ? Come and sit do^Tn^ and explain yourself 1 ’ 
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She added th« Eiig^hshnian wth tiie ^ho 

had joint^d thV circle aroiiriel Princa^ss Part^ldi after the little 
dinner at the (irand Hotel to her court. Till she had at 
least six rnen' sjttins^ rra^nd her she ^vas inisyrable and felt 
abandoned by the world. 

‘ I was at^th*' Cannyriyc-od said the Enylisliinan/<^ yourtg 
attach(^‘ fr(»in tics British Knib.i^sy, called Ilcff.ward ATi?oId. 

With a coinde of nods to the t»ther men he touk a chair 
exa<'tl\^ o|)])osile t<) tic- (b »iintrss, at \v'lioTn Ic'^yazed firmlv. 

‘ Mu che bvlla'donna ! C'h(‘ (h'nna simyctieu ! ’ exe*laimed 

Prince P'UTeto, thre»wine up his hands and mekiny^ his \c)ice 
hiseious. 

ITrreward Arrcsld tuned and b;yar<le‘: tym steadily, 
witlc cit expr(‘ssi< an 

Jjn y<_)inadmire Dc.lor^ s Cann\’^iLe- ' tLe Covint'ws asked 
iiim. 

'Altlcsnyh scuiawsliat imp;i '^>i\'e, lliTe\var<l Arnold was vio 
fooh He raise. Phis sh< eikk m 

' Do'(_ .> Lrcly (fannynyc set up to he a beaidy V ' he said. 

' 1 Wiisn't nw a re . d itd 

" Ytci doiiT admire h< r ! ' exclaimed tli<‘ Coimtess. ' Well, 

I d'->. I think Ic r tlie nc'st b.-autiful pi rson in l\ome.' 

' Cduirssti mid ! ' prete^f^'P y..nny ^kl;^li. ' And yrai !C 

He ayain loi.lcsl at her \'v,in,t and nylVd yenllv. Plan 
sitting ic'ar'T t.. Icr Ic* mnrniiir(.k nitli a sA^^ d Icsthand' 
open seiitimeiitalil y \vhi(Ji inad'- Arnold twist eonlemptica^ 
lips : 

' There is only one is-ally beaut ifni person in Konna' 

' Then she is Lady Canji\rige.' 

Slu; smiled into his hands, cue eyes. 

'Yes, yes, she is! And Lad\' C<vmynge is g'*ing ts) do 
great things this season. \\ h..^^t was it likr- yesteiakyv ? 
she added, turning t<‘>wards Hereward Aric^ld. ' I nieant to 
eseme ljut Leila Teodori made me^)liy\a So feA of the Aomen 
here play really well, and she had Count Kreiiz cua^mg.^ 

' Yes, what was it like ? ’ eelnx'd the Marehesa, suddenly, 
emerging from her duties s.s hostess. ' Extraradinary, I 
suppose, with this new' idea of mixing people up like the 
presents one draw^s for in a Charity Tea/ 

‘ Oh, it was all right/ said Arnold, remembering he was 
a diplomat, ' I couldn’t st&y very long/ 
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‘ Wer^t4j»fre an/ archaenlogists ? * chirfted ^le Countess. 

‘ I believe there was one. But lie was in the tea-roon/all 
"The time I was thorr, with Miss llop/town/ 

tfll the- itinbassador is drterrninrd she shall be 
\eiTw^ tlK tableaux at tie* (icTtnan* Isrnba^s}^ fnr the 
$uffer^^fiV>m tla; Jvliine ijimid.1ti< ais/ said th^^ Marehesa. 

‘•Ilie Ib oan .i!;irl ! ’ cried out the Countess, ttirning 
sl^arply, ‘ JJut slie is perf^ etly square ean^^he we^tr 

draperit^ ? •And avIio e\s r le ard of a daije ^dTUls ? 

'She eeidainly ^\\\\ not Im- the M^.tlicr of llannoiua,' 
wuunnur^i Prince Pen'etu to Arnold, with a line i^nile. 

• ‘ She is as s(jyare as^niv jt'Webeas(a’ said tli(‘ Couritess. 

An aninaJ-iopi of tc^np'a' lit up Ir r face, almost as if with 
a green light, 

' She' inig^it d'.^bsr Jhdloiia — was it i>ell<aia whC had seine^ 
t^Kng ts) do fsith ap]>I<‘ ti>'es, in th<*s(‘ tine s y 

•Sli<‘ bsoked U[i at \dbali ho-^s pli< d : 

"‘Chih^sat’ 

'/.)r ^oniebody of that kiild, rustic and awkward.^ Put as 
fo> Venus ! ,\\ hT e\'rn Jl-'lorcs Canii\aigf- would be b(‘tt(a\ 

though she l<M)k's almost lilo' a (hsMAs’ 

‘ And so tic Cannvuigo is to do great ^things thhs season/ 
sai?l Prince JtTrebe to eh;ing<' lli<' eoiw d sation. 

' iVhat is slie' going to d<»V' said a l.inoihd pornan 
priileess, w auburn hair, who (‘aiiie slowh' u[') at th:it 

fTiona nt, and stood h'anmg^on an he// cesv with a beautiful 
•jade hai^lle. 

' IIaW‘ all tile clever proph* at her [larties as w'ell as us/ 
sna]>pc(l the Coiint' ss d< (au\< Iv. t 

'•\ren]»t^vc elevcT ? ’ a^ko'd tic Pi'imu'ss. 

Slie loolvOjd vaigia lynt th- lIo..r, and nio\ed the point of 
.the mi idut e/ev’'g< ntly to and fi’o. 

The 1^ th^ C< n] nirss, whojicd tlw h'refM'hwonianks contempt 
for sfow^ wits, themgh Aie ''posed as a lo\w^l\^ little frivolity 
who liad becoim^ thoroughly Italianised, made a grimace at 
Herew'a^l Arnold. 

'Not as* archaeologists and writers, Minietta/ she said 
sharfdy. 

‘JsS)?' Fut in anr wary I ’ murmured the Princ'it'ss, sWll 
looking at the floor, and tur?iing’^ her line profile tow^ards the 
thr^ men. ' Aren’t we clever in anr way ? ’ 
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She glanced up at vaAincv. 

^Th rre arc so vumy ways/ she almost whispered. 

And she moved slow'ly towards the tea-room, gazing before 
her, and holding her head slightly on cwie side.^ ^ 

' Since tlTe Duea told Mimutta she looked hke^a limy 
slie has beet )nV? a bore numtrT) an/ said the Countess r^ftdsliJy-. 

‘ W hat Duea ? ’ asl:rd Arnold. 

^ ‘ My d^aar boy ! when one says '' the Duea ” ever}^ ope 
know^s, or oii^^lit knovr. Napoli l>ella ! 

Prince Perreto smiled and murmured, something into the 
Countess's /oar. 

' I kiunv/ sh(‘ answTred. ‘ I wars at Naples at the time. 
It was very foolish r.f tlauLi br»th to rnapage so Ixldly.’ 

She lo<'>ke(i r<sund her, and said to the c<:unpany generally : 
^ M3ne thihg they e.ab do in Fr.'lnets Ihe^'V dan manage^ 
their affairs better than they are managed here.\ • 

At that nloment a vtTV \ :\\^ and eh‘an-sha\'en m‘an of abotit 
thirty, an Itah;in,Vame up, btawfTTo^T the Marehesw’s hanei, 
and said’. 

' Pri nci'ss Manerlh is in tie* n<‘xt rcnsm. She tofd me *to 
say she was corning in tt» y‘»u, but ('ontcssa Maria made her 
stop and have tea limt. hr I la ! ' 

lie ki ssed Coufite-.s Poutsii’ab hand \\ith an air of profoi/iid 
adoration, w'hi»'h alni'>st anuemtcd tt» passion. 

' The Maneslh ! ’ exDainieil the M,Lr>'h' sa. 

Again the fat pfoarl slws»k m t/u' front of her wig, as i^ 
it had Ix'eoiiie treniuDus in sympathy \'uth hor exevtemcnt. 

Her tufted (‘yel)ro\os sprang uj) and rhpsn. 

' I think I ’ll go into the tea-rMoui. T amII have a cup of 
tea too.' 

Sh<* got up, HTTanging the rnan\' rMigs on her rncumatic 
hands. 

'How amusing if Car-lli wsae U) come •she sagl, in a 
happily privatt* but audible voice'tojthe Cpunfe' 

'Oh, Cesare lU'Ver goes to an afternoon^ said the iittle 
Boccara. 

' He came to one of mine once, wuth her.' 

The Marchesa wadked into the tea-rborn. 

iSit down, Marcantonio/ said • the Countess! ‘ t)h, 
Barone, are you back from Vieirma ? Come and tell us ail 

* V 

about Kinsky’s shoot.’ 
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She s»il^ swuetly on a fair anS bal(? yoking man, who 
hastened to join her court. 

Secretly she was longing tu accMUupany tla^Marchesa into 

S i -JO urn# 

rv ?Tiu ws>nian in l\.<>m(‘ wa^ at tins rnoinent keenly 
rriiiecs^ MniMN lli, Vim hud n<it as*yet apj)eared_ 
in publio sinc(_^hur rdurn frmn tlu* and Countess 

Ii:)ccara w'as as curious as a soiihr< tNs But sli^* di(t n6t 
chouse to sI!o\v it just now. And sh^- h;i^1 li\ss men sitting 
around her, and adjuring that wai^t f*>r whudi slie lived. 

N(yi.r fhe tea-tal)l(\ sipping a cu[> <»[ t< a aiui^ nibbling a 
ttnv cake cs)Vurrd w^th ])inlv sugar, tli<‘ Man'husa found 
Prii icess MciSietTli, st.aJiding m a gr^uj) of wsanun. 

Lisetta Maiijs lln })orn Insutta d'* >r< |Uenia ra, the -^‘hild of 
Prince Toftpu nffira aiuf Anna, < )d< .^t daiigliTiT c>f Lorfl 
.^’dran, an Irish pc^T, w^is a grueu/a (Uiiou > and a tinis|u.^ 

\^V)man rd w<u’ld. .^Stu- h:i^\iitliin le r deptlis cif pride, 
but she ^< Id(iin sIFons d th'an, d<'p1 lis of passiiui wdiich rinly 
Ce:^rrc*(^arelli had sounded, d< ptlis of the devof^ing and 
fltfrne-like j^^Q,lons*\' \\liic|i is 1 lio^ sli.ido w of siicli pride and 
such passion as Iuts. B< f<»iv all tilings slu- was dominating. 
Eveiw' one felt her inlhu iuss ^\ li< ii sis' ^sainr ]nt< ••’any roi.im, 
hotvever coovdud, sh<' inad<‘ p''(>|d'‘ ts hisus iiis that she, a 
perionality, \'^as (rirls wIjo asgirud 1o sinas ss in the 

wofld madL‘>^ lu r a fetish. She \\;i thsir ideal rnondain-ey 
;Tnd they wssrshipped Iut Li’'Cn afal". h< >r she w'oiild ludt be 
bothered w ith gh rls at (‘t oe < gia ♦I eio. t he married wa aneii of 
Rome ffjr years luu Um,,i ^(■(1 uj)on h< r a . perhaps the leader in 
all things conne(‘t<dl with the wsiddl\ life. As a w'oman of 
the* ws srlil^and a grcsat lad\' she had a is putation that w'ent 
beyoric^ the braders Italw ^Men, Ixith old and young, 
spolF:ing and iiltelh etual, a t'S aiu 1 aspn ing, waiUe delighted, 
and ev(^ grattduT, if she a^Covcd them to be in her special set. 

Neverthelcs^s shg hai Wailed t*) hold hiT hiisliand, and now 
it w^as wdiispereCi^everAWvhere had Ix/en des(^rted by her lover. 

Was J^hcTC then siane broken link in the chain rif her 
influence, tfome secret weakness or failure in her character, 
which only those discoVered whom she allroved to dnyw^ near 
to ker real self, or whom she deliberately drew^ to her b\^a 
conscious exertion of the will ? , If there w^as, no sign of it 
was discoverable in her face. 
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The first injpressioji Ikt was that she was Kill of subtle- 
tit^, and that iraprrssion ip’rw, Slia was not a beauty. 
She was an wi^h ccrlnin physieal attractions for 

iiitai ; a pcrf<'ct iiLnirc of the voluptuous tyi^v not e'vC('|;tion- 
^illy tall, cxtraoi'< lifuirily <‘X[)rrssivc and bt^mtiful^^atids 
and wr]^ts, a lo\s_'ly skin, 'cyca not spc(‘i;illy lar/f^dpit so 
bright and s< > I'ktv that tla v startled, souirtinies troubled, 
c w'i^o f(sr thr lirst tinie sufr<Tcd tlaar ^a/,r, elouds,>^jf 
dark hair that h^>ko-d vK'tMrioijsly \'itah hko 'ih^* hair of a 
Victory adwuieiny in (h‘sj>ite of nil the o|)pnsititjn of the 
Ilt averis ink! the Winds. And sho was iriois* than* piah-'ctly 
self-pf.)SsesssMh Tlwro vas smui* tinny in la r cxi^i’i'ssion ahd 
manner quietly defiant of (.»pina»n, \uitliont haVdness, as if 
laT inivr self kncov so absolutely that it (Siuldai'.)t l)e ehanyed, 
^nlust remain for <‘ver just what ft was, that it' was unable 
tvyrn to try to hid<' its Icrau-v lcdy(‘ from a world that asKS 
wax from us on vhieli it iea\^ set d-s erudr^ anil its varidys 
impres^^.irms. ^ ' 

Of tlif^ wsaman, at this moni' fit, all Jbm'ie \vas jisginning 
to whisper not trium[»hs but liuniihati( an Of course ‘she 
knew it. No liiiny ^'.''man lua w her Jtoine bUtiU’ than did 
Lisetta Aianeclh. Areciy awe by being law uiiAUaldiny self 
she had iwaily suffered th- last e< uidemnation <d Ro^ue. 
She liad known what she lasloul wlaai ehiqsia/ed (srr the 
youth aial thi‘ his* of C’esa]-o (\iolli. Rut ii**^had ne/'ded 
them and sla‘ had bakrai ihem. And sla' had lixa^d to 
See the hands (>f ^ | p ,^1, •-*_]), •]■ Rome I- almesti piouslv 
raised as in lilesany aboi** liej- la ad yud tla- Inad of her 
lover. N<wv ^la- saw' dho^.e hands w'averiny, as if, in 
suiqirised hori'Mr, Rome began to susp^‘et tlada wuiS^ nei 
bsnger any I'ne to fdi'ss. 

And she looked very piereiuy and serene as she* now* 
faced Rome for tlw hrsi tiim/ sinm- tlar rumoftred rigsture. 

It waa (’hara<‘terisl i(‘ of h^r flna/ sIm jallowid herself at 
sueh a moment to be snrroimded not by mfli but by w'omen. 
She w'as not a coward. If pain had to l^e, she vr^s of the 
kind that goes to meet it. As yet she was ignorftn^ who the 
womao w'as who had displaced herefrom the heart of her^ 
Idver. She had been ti>ld by the owe man,- the only pennon 
to wdiom she had spoken of Jiereatastrophe, who the woman 
waa. She had been told that the woman was Dolatea, 
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]rfut she herself ignorant. For in such, matters she 

did jiot believe in the intuitions of men, and she had nbt 
con\'inced herself of the truth of \vhat she lyid been told. 

ci^itraur, she hfld some suspicion ^tliat evhat Cesare 
htjtl wa.s |if< »t);il)ly a prdudb' to some project ol marriage* 
His my^li^r^aiKl fatlu r had jierliaps at last persuaded him 
to seek a and, uiihk<‘ many Roman men, he had 

^hbiught it honourable lirst to end what had beer^ almtisf 
like a marriaifld, only mueh more |>assionate#i:in(^romantie* 
She sttnad among rjiins, witli th<d dust of ttu ir fall rising 
like a ^‘h;uTl alusut Iut, and sip[)('d hur tea in tie; mulst of the 
gri^up of woTiuae^whib ■hjn r h osthss now eagta'lv j(>mcd. 

Although to irieii lh’ine<'ss M aneelli (jften seemed ex- 
quisitely f<'minir4e, to sorne^women she showed a^side*of her 
efiaracter that, to1:h<‘m, soiuiicd almost mastsiliiie, and tluA 
hiij^-alarmed tv Ini'; it subjiTgattd th'.iin wShe \\as clever, aiyl 
int^'lleetual, and there ^^ere when ^Jie intimated a 

contempt t)f gMssijtthat res'-niM'al a marrs. And in her 
natuie t4i; *re was also a loye o[ sport not oftern^^i^md in 
Roifian women. They sonu timrs, app'har to like a sport if 
it is fashir»nabh‘. Priies ^s M aiieclh lik' d s])(trt for its own 
sake^ She had bemi kruavn t<.) go du< Jv-shontin^ in the 
Pontine marslurs, ^And sh'‘ vas a hard rid- r to hounds, 
AsN:he Mare} 4 i'sa came u|) tlu* Ihimobss ^vais talking of the 
sporting side e'^^he winter season in Rome, arid tlu; Marchesa 
caught the W(*rd 'pity/ sf^okrai with a toiK'h of smiling 
contempt.* 

‘ WhaPis a pity, Li*'‘tta ? ’ she ask'-d, gr'a ting the Princess 
with the warmth of an ardnit curAsitva 

Tli^ Princess le>r)k< d round h<;r to tho group of women with 
her strai^wlv piercing efes. 

• ‘ I Tvas only saving it \\a^ a pity so few of the Roman 
women, ^ 1 ) out^Vith the h^inds. Whthout the Amerieans 
eiijd the Austrians, and t\V<> or thr' e English —sia^h as Lady 
Cannynge — there would be no women at^ all who really 
follow, ai»l who tirend afraid of the obstaek s.’ 

‘You are^talking aliout hunting!' said the Marchesa, 
with ob\dpi:^ disappointment. 

‘ Why not ? ' 

The Princess put down her !ea-cup. 

Remember I have been away from Rome for a long time, 
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ana Have losj our habft of gossip. But I shaflKMon find l\ 
a^iin no doubt/ 

‘ You tallv J^nglishwomea nuntmg m Home/ 

observed Dunna ^Alice Metardi, a S^ery y«UD^ 

Recently married to a Beaman. ‘ And Larfy Caojmmgp. 
Well, I can tell you Lady C^^nnynge ’s just tire^ of ff. ^ She ’s 
not buying any horses this scasuii/ 

• ‘‘Isn’Ushe ? ’ said the Princess, with indifference, ' Tkat 
is one woniap th^* less in cur little band then.^ But why is 
she giving it up ? ’ 

* She scrys it \s too expensive/ 

‘ But her husband t)as r<*iiir int(S^any arfoimt of monA%’ 
said the Mareliesa. 'That is \\hy<he retirlal from the 
diphenmtie ser\iec h(‘fnr<* he breanie an arul>assadr)r. She 
w^as furii'us about it. She wanted t*) be Itl' r rxe ellency/’*’ 

/ Well, that ’s what ^h(‘ says/ 

‘ But wtjat \v_* want is^ nevuT h'^o expensive/ said ^le 
Princess ie'glig< ritly. 

Donna -Alice’s new-England face expanded in a i^mile.^ 

‘That’s so!’ 

‘ Ptuliaps Lady Cannyngr can't (hs the two things at one<%’ 
obserw'ecr a j)r( tty^] )i]toh oman w h(.) was sitting near the 
tea-table placidly and hU<aiiiig to the tall^. 

'What two things, Maclaine de Ifedf i;.? ’ askec^ the^ 
March esa. 

‘Hunting and lion-hhnt i ng. < I.ady ('annynge is getting 
to know all th(- iittcrc-.tinv people we never iiieet ; th6 
areler. )1( fgists, tie- ]]i'>t< aiaia, I lie yw)ung painfl-rs, the 
inusieians ; that woi'ld'^we <lordt touch, excrpt perhaps 
with the tj[)s of (»ur tiiig'T on«-(' or t\viee in a M-asfceii — ivhen 
wa" want to g« t soincthiiig out of* it. F<jr benefyenza of 
course ! va SiUh'^ dire ! ’ 

Calinly tie- I )ut<“h \v ' enan rreuK 1 ^le^ w ithshf^r light 

and sincere < yes, in whieli there wu's a llivker of satire. 

‘Perhaps tliL^ euIti\ation of that w'^Trld leaws Lady 
Cannynge no time for liunting/ she eonelujifci rathef 
drily. 

‘ I Tear the Cannynge's apartrnenf is lovely, s^ia v'rinces^ 
Mancelli. * No doubt slie wants to^how it to eveiy^ oik^.’ 

‘ Well, but — to archffiobiigi.sfs and historians ! ’ exclaimed 
the Marchesa, who had a holy horror of antiquities, which 
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Indeed otuy tbings that sfemed thojoughly obiec- 

tionable to her in her beloved Rome. 

•'Bettina, cava, I know a liistorian here in Jiome who ha 3 
heau^\ and iiKjre sense of romance, than 
air^^o]tit‘n^)ut together havo/ said Princess^ ^lanct lli. 

her eyes because tiL^y, and her diiak face tilled 
Vyith expres.?1T)j;i. ^ 

We commit a great mistake in igre »ring so nwich thal 
makc^ our ]fr)Tne grand and uni(|ur. I airways theught 
so, she added. -Vijd so Pa(l\" (_ann\ iig<' is g<*iiig t<j gie^e us 
Romans fc lead, and rest in the hnnting-lield 1 ’ 

♦There was a sound of pride in her hj\y voice as she said 
the last worJLs. • 

Many Romaics secretly resent the p<sssessive mann^'rs and 
Actions of rtie Fl^'glish aTid ^\in<_Tieans who swarm in tfie^ 
s^wds of R#me, who (.atn many <d the linest Inaises iyal 
a^rtments, giw' th(‘ u^ost (dalj^ate j>arties, an^ permeate 
society, pt.Thaps j^'rnhtinws rmlier aggre,ssi\a_“Iy. Princess 
Mai4C(‘l]j wws one of these loanans. As a rule shc^^f^nc'ealed 
th<» fact. Fof she knew h er \V'o rJO and knew what it was 
wise to conceal from it. To-day, sndd' iily a llarne leapt up 
within h(.T and shot out t<>\\ards RtPa’i^s. l'"( ir rnonient 
D(.>lt)res bore tlie sins of a multitude df fnrfwHcri in tie/ mind 
of this Risinanjacfy, for a inonK nt she deser\’ed punishment 
for rtiem all. 

•And yet not long ago ^Prinees^ Maneelli had listened 
ralmly, i^lnnsst* inerednlously, 4^ a s^LteriK.nt of Mh»nte- 
bruno s *nv(jl\ang D^Jores Pami\mg<‘. l)e^pite h< r a])[)arent 
Serenity the nierital atinosphery/ iir which .sli<‘ found herself 
WTisJiavig^a eumulati\(‘ effect up<*ii her. SIk* knew what 
all tliese wssmen were blinking alxeit as the\' .stood around 
iier. ♦And thoilgli her eon#|)lete self-possession d(aninated 
them, a^cl to a*(‘asiial spei;iat<*r it ws»uld h a\’e Sf'eiJied as if 
she was the ruling, spirits aificTig thorn, slie h it all tlo' time 
Irke one gTasping^ags in the frantic endeu^^^jur tn eu\'er Iwr 
oakedne;^. 

At tliis nKirnent, unahh- tij endure a linger suspensidn of 
her curiosity, although it was mitigated hy live men, Cowntess 
Boc(^ra Stepped slowly <jnto the tea-rouin followed by hef 
train. 

Shf and the Princess disliked each other, for woman’s 
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rfasons. The position Af the Princess m HomeSsrritated th^ 
CotJitess, who wishi il to be not only the smartest, but also 
the most inllueniial, woman in their small, but ver}' complex 
and c<ssm<ipolitan, world. UnfortunaV'lv thrii^gh sl|c .wij^s jyp 
yltra-smart' Woman she was iKit a gresit la<ly. ^nd whft<?\^ 
she was where Princess M .Tnu< jli was, someho'Jv^sne was 
suhtly niadu to foci it. In supreme elegance, fliore is sohie- 
tiiing rne.ntal whieh is laeking in supreme smartness. T.Iie 
Prineess was supremely elrgant, the Counteks was only 
supremely smart, lu hiiid her the Princess had the great- 
ness ()t arittocratie ]v<>me, and tlu* solid traditions^e)f a^risto- 
cratic England. Whereas the Cb)ur^tess, hehind her, h«a:l 
only the wealth and tlie laisiness ea])aeity (y.l sueeessful 
enmmeiNdal FrarK'e, her fatluT having beei\ an immensely 
H(^h Lyons silk merehant. ♦ v. . ^ 

Xl^ereh-ire she dl^hk''d the Maijcelh. And vhe Princess 
disliked her, for hei' pr< t'/isious, f^>r her nuuK'Tous sm^Jl 
affectations, which grated upon the ess.Oit rally nuaffected, 
though (.evata'dingl V seereti\ac nature whieh is eharynteristio 
of the aristocTatie lhairin, and perhaps bceaiisc of the grkat 
success of her srnartrie.ss. 

Nevertlich ‘ss thegwc) \V(»men were vci’y intiruatc acquaint- 
ances, played tirii.lg^' together, sat in the same biax Vwry 
often at the (apera, arid e-ant innallv dined i^r^ each other’s 
apartments. 

Pourqiioi / 

‘ Ptnirquoi pus / ' "as tne vounte.ss would probably have 
said. 

Lisetta I dins is our Reane mdei d now you are back 
to lead us,’ she dropped out languidl}^ in Italian, ksxslie crime 
up. 'Wc otIuT eosmoj aoliians, we can never really^ lead in 
Rome, even if we seem t(r I ahvays say that. \Vc ai^e te>o 
essentially modern. W^‘ have withiii lis that^deep — 

silly pee)ple call it stagnant —sidiousness which belongs to 
every true Roman.’ 

Her voice and maimer were threadi'd with delicate malice, 
as the Marehesa’s wig was threaded vnth th«3 riband of 
watered silk. 

^ Princess Mancelli looked c|uietly «t the little Roccarai 

‘ Our Rome I ’ she said, c 

Then she turned carelessly to Prince Perreto, and began 
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fo spMeAk^to/iim about a new bookt)n the et^al, but eter- 
nally interesting, subject of the Riser pimento, 

feut Countess J^»ecara had phnty of spirit — some called 
^^^pii^nce-jraiid alwcsst imna'diatelv she glided into their 
COf^l^^rs^lt^n, ^'ind with reiiiarkabb- adroitness sueeeed'd ly 
lnadir^^>t •from Garil>aMi yind •Cavour, from *Caprera and^ 
Marsaht> baT^^to the mod< i'n IbaiU' and United Itab" which, 
wjth Paris, Monte Carlo, an(.l two or three other pijrees witT:i 
Ca^nos, Wert all the world to hear 

\ e^u are hunting this season, (d course, Lisetta ? ’ she - 
said, soo^. 

of eoiime ! said the l^rinr'ess. ' When have I not 
hunts d ? ]fiir('Pn (nrivlias |)i<de'd up two capital hunters for 
me, b(.)th of them Irish bis'dd 

• ' I sludl l^ftk (sfit for yftu at the nabd e>n Thursday,’ said' 
tl^:-* Cr>untessi ' I am goi>ig to motor out rvith the Palacei/ ' 
^^he paus'd, then, lo< .kiiig ^ra isdit into the* Princess's 
piercing she j^Mcd ; 

^ It lie vour first dav out this srasop, won’t^''? ’ 
fcWs.'* 

* 

\ ou are sure to rnj(»y it. Tie* meet is at thr* Divine 
A mere.' 

S^ie dr<s|->pi:d her (‘ves and turiwd t*) sp<‘ak t^s IL.reward 
Arnold. As she ^did so shh* saw ])o|(.res in the distance, 
coming slowh^i wards the tea-r(w»Tii. 

•There is tliat perfrs'tl^^ susm t* IskT/ ('aimyngi* ! 'said 
Oonna A^jee Mi^tardi, who was .'^wsaohifiper of Di.tkjres. 

An Usglishw'oinai^, wlio was just putting down a tea-cup, 
remarked ; 

‘ Sihe }yr« a very sw'cet fa(‘e. Put I must say latelv I 
think she 's g(‘)ne off. ^In* ’s tseginning to loisk rather hard 
^boi.j^ the mouth.’ 

‘ Har^ ! Lady* Cannvng^* ! Oh no ! She ’s ever so 
swTwt r ’ {iroteSted^ Donna •Alice, almost na if personally 
attacked. 

' think she's getting to look hard,’ returned the 

Englishwonifin, an inflexibh.‘ banker's wife called Mrs. Craw^- 
bridge, wTo was severr^ spending the winter in Rome. 

CcjjinteSs* Boccara darted an almost cruelly searching 
glance at Dolores, who came up at, this moment and began to 
greet, pr acquaintances. 
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realised that Mrs. Crawhrid^" g'as righl 

Ttv^re was a slight, but definite, change in the ' most beauti- 
ful person in Rnmed The wistfulness and the mystery^ ^Tre 
still in the eyes and on the lips, li^t there^was also some-^- 
thing fix' d and cold in the small face, a ruiiir^tfbesjjjir^iat 
vaguely altered it, as the toueh of frost alters a J^ip^scaffe, 

Do'mres greet' d the Marehesa and C< >untess^Loceara, then 
<:urHied fp Princess M an cell I . 

‘I heard yoiphad just coine back to Ro^ye,' she saidT" 
' .Aly hus}>an(i and I have been la re for ages. We arrived in 
Oct<d)er k\> see ab(»ut (air new apartment.' 

" I hoar it is rpiiti' ho'elyf said tho Pnneoss. 

Sho hold the hand of ])o|or<‘S fof poi'haf.s a^ brief instant 
Ionger,than was uomh 

‘ Mv hu sbaiid thinks it is ah right. v And he is vexy 
^dinicult to j)lonse, in that wa\a' 

' And ill all tho othor ^^a\^ ? ' askod the Prir"iCess, ligb^Iy. 

A smile playa-d ab'-ut li>r lips, ljut her eyes Jooked hn- 
smilingv^ . 

' The oth(A ways ? ’ 

' Men are so oxig' iit as a rnh‘ — arerft they ? ’ 

Therti^was a hint of niali<‘e in the \aace. ^Vhy she scarcely 
knew; it imrnediat'dy roused in Dolores a defensive feeling 
that was tiery. ^ 

‘ Perhaps they are Rut my husband isn^' she said. 

The Princess turned * wa\^ to speak to an (jld Senator who 
was <.'nf of Ikt do\'*,ut admeiTs. 

‘ That Woman ’s in lo\'e witli hi.T husband 1 ’ sht; thought. 


ciiArTeih vn 

i 

V 

One afternoon, just lx fore Cliristmas, Den/dl came in froiyi 
the Embassv after a busy day’s work, and fyun^d his wife 
dressed to g(> out. The children were taking an airing id 
the Rorghese gardens, but would (|oubtless venf soon return 
home. For the hour of ‘twilight w^as not far off, an(i they 
w'ere always hungry at tea-time. 
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I Hullo, Ed^ Wh^re are you off ? ’ Aid Denzd, in a 
husky \^nicP. 

- He came close to his wife, and, staring at her, he added : 

‘ What a sniai't hat, you worldly creature ! ’ 

Doesn’t it look (■xi)rn<;ive ? •And how 
it \¥oulaAlj(^dysjjfr^rd if all the W(»in;‘n I am going to meet this 
afteriio(.)ri what it cost V 


^ An 

d how' m\ft“h w 
ver miiK^, you < 

as that ? ’ 

old Franzi. Such krr 

ow ledge is 

not for 

lien.’ 

He 

1( over! ‘d his r; 

tfli'T biilldikc h'-ad. 

she raise 

d hers 

amidb 

a«iegusly, aid r 

L kiss \\ ;is. ()n<‘ c< '111 

d hardly say they 

kiss^^i, 

S' > natural > 

untkought ab'jut, S'> 

iiH'Vitable 

seemed 

the m< 

■e'tirig ' their L 

ips: 




‘ W licri* aro^yi.fti going, ii.i ? ’ asked Denzil. '-Aiust you# 
be cd( at < >ncc V 

' fQo you w;vit me ? ^ 

i thouglit I wou^d Ir^ve a c*Aii', ard tlitit yrci might 
enjoy a 1 elf hour of ecstasy by sitting near me and wzjtching 
ric snf')kL*lit/ 

' h^amzn how rould that l.>c reslast' ? 


^ * I didn't sni'oke even ore' yesterday, and I \a:* hi^l a lot 

of W(^’k. I feel as I must. ]]<;sidrs, ffora stly, I don’t 
Relieve the sTimkin^ has anything t<» de) with mv \S)ice. 
liurt(')rj, the Am^’iisin na\ad f< Ilow \Nho\s just conic here, 
is t\ycc as hoars'i^as I am, an<l he n<^\'er smokes at all. It 
seems to V)e a sort^of rjud. uiK^ goi ng :d)out lu'mc, due to all 
this dust frs^u the lanlding opoi-;i tiou^y 

' W(dl, l^don’t wantfto lx- a Ijrutc.^ But let it be one of 
tlnsse terny, l^dit-csjlourod ones.’ 

' Rig^:it yitn arc.’ 

# Denzjl t^(»k his^svife by the arm, and they wxmt down the 
Iftoad passago t<‘ ^li* study. 

It \vas4:+ic cosi«^t isnan in tC- tlat cxc' pt the nursery, and 
at tiiis moment it as D' nzil sometimes said, ' lla\s aired 

.with nurseiwy’ for a small, but very^ finis*lied gollywog 
bef<»nging tft Vicala was s<‘ated in Denzil’s special anri-chair, 
IcfOking askance at the boyks and papers, and a Teddy bear 
la^^on its b^yzk near the hearth with its head reposing on\he 
la^t Liftrar}^ Supplement o^ the^Tzm^^. 

- Neither husband nor \yife mad^ any remark on these 


D 
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tenants. Mrs. ^DeuzH sat down on a‘worn r-pfa which was 
placed at Lght angles to the fireplace, anc^ Denzil, after 
carefully cutting, lighting, and drawing at a small and pale 
cigar, went over tn his chair, very gently mpved the g'jlhwvo^ 
into one' of its tingles, and then tonk his seat hAidc'I'‘U'I\ith 
a comfortable sigh of satisf.aetion. 

“'AVhat a blessing a cigar fs ! ’ he said, cwissing his feet. 

I do^i’t know how I got thoiugh yesteriiay without one, 
Ed. Only rny holy fear of you kejtt me- straights ^ut 
to-day I niust have sinned whatever vour WTath.’ 

' \Vhy tk)-day, Franzi ? 

‘ Bocaiisu I have huuii bothured a bit/ 

He pulb'd liMppily at thu littl/ arai watched the 

smoh-C go \i[) in tla^ rnoin wheru tliu light was growing vague 
as the^ aftVnuxui w<>ru nii towar/iS thu tY^.ilighb 

' Has soiiudhiiig g<»nu off thu T^ails ? ’ 

Mrs, Dunzil luuiiud against thu arm of thu' 6(»fa, locicing 
towairds laT rnisljand. Iiur v<siuu was vury qui'd and even. 
But s?v‘ (fdt siiru Franzi had buun making a gafft\ 

'Oh, it's lU'thing uf inip(..rtancu. Only it seems I’ve 
put a silly w< *man » uit/ 

' Of eoursu ! ' saikl Mrs. Dunzibs mind, while her voice 
said, ' Have you V 

'You know when wu had that Embassy dinner for the 
Prince and Frineuss he mentioned tlife names of t\/o 
English ruyaltius — and thum was all that row abou^ the 
Tomtit buing sunt in by riistakt^ with a muru Mrs/ 

Thu T<aiitit vas thu ambassador who reprusuntud one of 
the great powers in lv>me. 

' Of (sHirse I do. But it is all right. The Tomtit himself 
was laughing about it ^vlth mu only yesterday at the Wol- 
konskys/ 

' Yes, the Tomtit 's got over it. But that isn't the point,’ 

Mrs. Denzil quietly lit a u'igarettu. Wuiat had thu dear 
old blunderer J)uuii up to now Y It wt.s she who had made 
the ambassador laugh. But now there were other cop,6e- 
quences of the affair to be dealt with. 

‘ No ? ’ she said, dropping the raateh. 

‘ It is the mere Mrs. who is up in arms. 

‘ Mrs. Slin^by ? ’ ^ 

" I didn't know it was ehe who had been palmed ofl 
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oft the amya^j^bdor — at least 1 had utterly (e)rgotten if I ever 
did know— and so I told her the whole story at tlie Bulgarian 
minrster'ff lunch.’ 

‘ Franzi t ’ 

*''f^no^+ I tr. Id her the Tomtit hail said It was an 
afft'ontio^i^ empuror his brin^r v^ nt in at an officia] dinner 
in honoiif o^^^npdish royaltirs with a noliodvp and fieing 
expeeted to walk in ht hind nnr <>f liis own secTetarie^’ 

You said tiiat to Mrs. Slirewbv ! ' 

^ - • 

' Well, Ed, I was treating her as a real pal, 5nd I hadn’t 
the faintest idea— — ’ 

'old wh'-n do vnu have — in such matters ? ’ 

‘ It seems jhe^s eiit tip awfiillv r<>ngli about thv^ whole 
business, and l)een ci im|ilaiiiiMg alMiiit it to I.ady (■ij'\asc. 
Tfcis sort (d ^liing^i.s tli'' fiuisoner of tli [»1< »nia(‘\n Ed. A14 
this, svieial rubiush, all this k4^<-rl.ist ing fuss about [ircw drnee, 
is u^i W( >rt li V any one with a genuine mind. AiTd yid one 
has tv) botker abtiiik it bueausc priipli* are sti tiresome and 

And s^^Mrs. Slingsby ’s iTeen cr'iiiplainiiig ! 

Yes.’ • - ■ 

What did she sav Y 

If uaven knows. Ihit the aml')assad» >r spiEf 
me. e was ratha jait niit aliMiit S'liiKahiny. 
been »tW'o or tl^i’e otlcT Idtt’ ml^lalo■^ lati-l 
Th^^ are as parneular abouj: <‘ti<|U(itu luTr as 
Vienna. IJ nld •Theo had got A a nna die 'd ha\W‘ had a 
terrible t^ne.’ 

Mrs. Ddi/il kiuav tfiat Sir Theodor^' was rjuit'- ineapable of 
makii^ suek soeial mistakes ns those e(inimitt(‘d by her 
husband, kbit sh*:* did n 4 »t say S(d. • She was tliinkmg busily. 

^ I fAialf pr(:)bahly meet ]\it.iy Slingsby this afternoon,’ she 
said presently. 

WTidVe ? ’ 

At the Cann}Tig^s.’ 

Is that wdiere you are going in the hat ? 

Yes, Whf,^ d‘:»nT you eome too ? ’ 

“ No, Ed, not even Did ores and Theo eould tempt rr^e to 
sfTow in the afternooi^. Do you kno\v I begin to pity 


abr.nt it to 
ddiere have 
it serms. 
thev are in 


Theo.’ 


Why;? 
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Always peojilc in ^he house. A man caV’t «?jke it. *A 
nvin wants nis home to be his owm. He likes to have gome 
privacy in it^ some peace.’ 

As he spr>ke he ^^hanced about tho room, ijien at hi^ 
and hea\^<„M a sliglit sigh (d satisfaction at t^e 
int<‘nor. 

r)<^l')res is pitting t>>p< thrr some v(Ty irdt.Festing people, 

I believe,’ (jbsrrved Mrs. Dcnzil mildly. 

‘ I dare say ."^he is. But it \s everlasting r espceiaTly in 
the afternoon when everv^ man likes ttebe free.’ 

' Theovk>re isn’t oblig' d t(s bo always there, I Pappose.’ 

' Of Course not, Jhit th' re alwavs seems to be s<:me 
special intorrsting l)or(‘ la^ must meet eoafc r/ae coutr. Oh, 
Ed, h*ov doliglitful it is to put one’s fr-et in pne's fender, and 
t(.) know that 11 ' d a kingk' int'a' •sting pots^n bill got inside 
one’s door for a g"< »d t w onty-f'.)UV houre at t lee very least^j 

She laukhod happily. 

‘ Yr)u and I wori* born to 1 m“ f''gi'‘s, Ffanzi.' 

‘ Th:K'b ( ;( .d f< a it.’ 

‘ Let ’s try t-s be diploniati<‘ h'gi'rs, eh*? .Shall wTj ? 

'Wasp! Would V'ju plant a sting in your faithful 
husband ? 

l[o t< eiehod le r leind. 

‘ Rut seriously Ed, I can’t think \\haL's come t'S Dr 'lores 
lately. Sho usod to l>o s(S simplo and nakuab And now* 
she seems to be jM-rpotuallv st^reining to somothing* she 
isn’t, aiming at wiR siip' rtk-aal bnlliaies*, add all t^ie rubbisM 
the real women — won ion like you — ^^riever bother about. 
Surolv V' *u mu A have ledieod it.’ 

' Slio wants to mako Tlieodore’s life intdrvsting and 
amuu iig.’ 

' Thoo?s ! ’ 

‘ N'ov that he has nrdhing sjyeeial to do. 

‘ You think she does it all fe)f Theo ? 

‘ I expect so.h 

‘ Then she forgets, or d'sesn’t know\ that at tyttom old 
Theo ?s just a p>nniitive man with a longing f'srdhe piriniitivg, 
thingN. lie ’s got more world- varnfeh thnn I have, but he ’s 
no more wx>rldly, in the aect'pted yense of the (erm, tjian *1 
am. What he really like^ is just to daop in here and smoke 
a cigar with me, talk over things quietly, and have a good 
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rolrip \vitl:k#th^ children. He W do it every if Dolores 
didn't cram their rooms with the inteHectual salt cd the cartel. 
But as it is hr comes much seldomer than, he used ts*. 
'ti^vei'^'twa^u not#^-ed it ? 

‘ \>,v the^ 're^ Settling down, prahaj^s they Ve^getting to 
twig 

' Slang ! 

' J h^a^ may be g'dting to know pe.jpb,* najre intimately.'* 

‘ \ini(>m lias^- they g-d. to-day ? ’ 

I don't know. But th^ re 's to Ije music, I believe. 
Franzi ] ' ' 

• ‘ wdi ?*’ 

I suppose eh^^fe really is a g<Hid ohance <)[ y^ur getting 
Munich e\a‘ntually, after uhat Sir Allan t<*ld \'ou iij Lotfdon.’ 

• JcemTaribei^ it 's d< ad^seias t ! koVn old Flco knows* 
ntstning. Vd'S^thore stccihUn' a go(Kl ehanee.' 

A| he sp^ »ko Denzihs i^dlcT iic^. pr< ssive f^ice showed a 
certain brigtii ness, ahnost an eag<Tn' ss. 

' LgJ: ’sil)e careful not to sp"il it.' 

' il^tw, w^iat ^r*' Aou up to, l^id ? 

' W^dh Kittv Slingsbv 's a gr«-at pal ' 

^Pei:' 

Friend — friend of Sir AllanS. And sic; \ a cousin of 
the mwiisterS 

* ‘ Fot J^'oreign Si^airs ! By Ji)\a.a so sic; is ! 1 'd fiirgottiai 

all aT»out that.' 

^ The 1110^0 yi>u* rrirc inbrr tlc‘ iti<as‘ likely you are to get 
Munich, It U(;ss.' 

She inad<; the remark s<'( an light alcl casual bv tin* little 
Anieriwanisi^i^svith whieh sic- ehiscd it. Sic g* >t up from tic; 
sofa. 

^ ♦ I riTust go. iTavr y< 'll anc'^ic -^sag* - for Kittv Slingsl)V ? 

• KSay I^^m (:>vef\vlc'lnc‘d w ih cmdriti^n, Ed. Tic- truth 
is all these silly outmh; tliTng^';, the social thinga that mean 
dotfiing really, nevtr hold nc- for a moment.* The genuine 
biftiriess c»f ^^lipk •rnacy, f<a( ign affairs, the intricate- relations 
tj^dwa-en our c-^untry and the rest ed the nations, the under- 
currents of political opint(.)n and prditical intrigue — that ’s 
a man^ business, that aicj anything to do with his home. 
But '—suddenly he pulKd up witti a laugh—' no, I wasn’t 
defend myself. The fact is I 'm too EngUsh, right through 
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all the gtair|. And tlfere is a touch of the bait^arhtn in evrfty 
tr;ue and thorough Anglo-Saxon, I suppose.’ 

He took hold of his wife's hand and drew her down 
towards him. ♦ 

' Be Latin for me, as you know how be, EiV^wth 
Mrs. Sli[igU)y t<»-day,' he said, with a very unij>’uii' Hash of 
perception of his wife's j)art in his dipl( )maly(^(‘areer. 

' She'anit her face agiiiiisf- his for an iubtant, looked in a 

^ . . tr rTt' 

glass, settled t(w wondrrful hat with a lights and intelligent 
touch, and went out of tlw room smiling. 

She loved to be at work for h\‘anzi. But she^ared Kitty 
Sling^by would be more dillieult to ^eal with than<> the 
ambassador wh-sse niekname was fointit. 

Lt/t alone D'Uizil lay baek in his great arm-chair. The 
'vdnd<.)W WHS op^si behind him, Ijht tlcTebvas a small fire, and 
the room was ph-a-anlly warm^ Tie* little eyrar was not yet 
smoked out. He hmb;md<‘d it With a (‘herLshnig care.' As 
the evening cLew on th ' I'ght from tlci^ flames grew in ^ailue 
and beuj'^'y, mad'" him thin Is for an instant ( »f wint(g r^ynings 
in England. At any mone n'r he might hear fine voi:e of 
the returning children, Imr tlwir feet running down the 
passagi , their speall hands foiling at the handle of the door. ^ 
He forgttt all about Mrs. Shngsby and his maladroitness. 
The good 'sf lif(‘ toiL hold up<sn him, Ihc sane beauty and 
glor\" of ('rod's gr< at gift. Lasilv, too (sisily perhaps, he had 
aceepte'l :dl his happu.iess, treating it as men treat thrf air, 
breatliiTig it in end seth ea or ne\'er thinking about it. Ncav, 
for a little wliile, h'' loMtool l‘>a<‘k. and^then, being, still young 
— is not a man with a fareer still young at forty ? — he looked 
forward. And in tic* foreground of both pr-sspects there 
was ha])pinerss. Inderd tie' future glowed \vith an even 
clearer radiance than the pas^. For if la' was promoted, t,o 
Munich, as seemed probable, ii<;) very' long time he would 
be a minister, and his own rna^tor under (fiuTrnm'^nt. And 
from minister some day he evould no ^loubt take the great 
step to the rank e)f ambassador. IBs thought ^witched 4rff 
that track and went to his fnend, Theodore. --Always Denzi) 
had regretted his friend's retirement, but never so much aa 
this evening, wh(m his own prospwt wideneci and t^s oVn 
life seemed vcr\" g'xxi. Poor old Tbeo I What a mistake he 
had made in retiring ! Such a clever dilf^omat to be so im- 
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pulsiv^ in ft pA’Sonal matter 1 It was all over fcr him, and 
it was all beginning for Francis Dunzil 1 In his happiness 
Denzil found room for s\nnpathy witfi his frie»d. Indeed, 
SrW-hai mo 4 ^ienUtie felt, Ss many another gtV)d maij has felt, 
as ^ his hap{Tine*;s were a strong li^dit hy means c^f which he 
saw clcf^fhsi^o the heart otanotlu r. DenziTs atfeetjons 
were not v^r}" v^dely distributed. They were concentrated 
ar[[^L\^er\^ strong, lie 1 ()\n d Sir Thc(Ml()r<" w ith a cert^lin fine 
reser\*e, with ascertain cl< >s<‘-fil)rcd str< ngl;h. • Aiid as he sat 
by the fire resting, and finishing his cig.ir, lu" wistu d with a 
ver\^ uiyisuft velif niuncu that ^ old Th< o ’ had lujt fiis luck, 
he 'Vfould not hav^n part.r^l with that f'sr anything, but as 
much luck tte had. 

He heard a step in tlu*' i)assag'\ a krioyk at his 

*Avani{ ! ’ Iw said hmkily. 

I^e cleared jits tliroat. 

T^e door opened and SiftTlwodo^^ came in, , 

‘ Theo 1 I was just thinking about you, but as to CA'pcct- 
ing ytEi t#-^lay — well ! 

Hs^held out lus hand witlueit C' tting up. Sir Thei.ul-sre 
grasped it, turm d and shut Ih-' d'Hir. 

' ' Are the ehildi’' n still out ? ' lu' ados], (•aniiig up to the 

fire. 

‘ Ye^. They unusually lato iM-dav. So you 've ilcd ! 
\^ou cdukln’t starj anv inois' (d it V 

Sir The odore loidos.l do\vii»at liis tricnd ^vith a hint of 
sutpi^isc in eyes and l)earing. 

Fled — hnm what ?• 

The Barbcrini music combined wilh hats. Ed has just 
gone t<j list<*iT*to the former and add a rsinarkable monster 
to the latt(yr.’ 

^'AI forg(stten alj^about it.' 

Sir Th^dore locked ahnos>startled, and then decidedly 

vexed. * - ■ 

tVhat a bore ! ' he ad<lcd. 

He took (i^it his ■vvuteh and glanced at it. 

I ought to ^o at once.’ 

kept the watch in ^is hand for a moment. Deftzil 
stored *ip at £im. Denzil Rad just finished Ihe cigar, and 
now, reluctantly, let the end of It f&ll into the fender. He 
longed to ^hght another, and to see his friend sit down in the 
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big chair n(jp.r his and light up too. But he >iidf^iot say %o. 
He only stared with his short-sighted eyes. 

Sir Theodore put the watch back slowly into his pocket. 

' The music is g<’ing to be good/ Franzi,the s^id, piovj^ 
his chin so that his pointed beard shifted sidtSVays. ‘ ^nd 
you ’ve finished your ciga'r.' 

■ ‘ 'Ehu ! ’ 

Them was a pause. Then Denzil said : 

' Very much -^♦‘grets that a pre\'ious engagiAaient 1 ’ 

' \Miat previous eng.igfunont ? ’ 

' A dr,mestic oiks Tlieo. I 've seen nothing^f the brats 
to-day.’ 

' Rut they ’re last in.' 

' They will be diis etlw' 

'Directly your door shuts fjchind rhe, ilb doubt,’ jfaid 
.Sir Tli<‘<s(b »rc. 

His dee[) bass \'oiee s^uieb'd almost harsh for an instant. 

Still Di'ii/il did not a'^k him to slay. He was very^ loyal 
t<') Dolmes. She \vas the wife rd his friend and a, sweet 
woman. 

Sir Tlnwidore turned, bent do\Mu and ^varmed his hands 
at the fire. Du^i/il sat sik nt. Ag:iin by the light of his*' 
own ha])piness he saw into the dark ^jlaees of liis friend’s 
apparently f< )rtuna1 e fife. 

Sudd<uily Sir I'lieodoi’e straigliteiiei^^ himself iip afid 
wheeled round. 

' I must stay a'l‘e^^ niuuit<-s,’ he said. geiiuinely forgot 
about this affair at home.’ 

Even as he s])oke the last two words he seemed to feel 
that they wercs full of us my, and he addsd : ,, 

‘ If one can call an a])artmenf^ in a palace that doesn’t 
belong to one, haunted by svraiigers a home. Cr aficis.o V;t 
me lui\'e one e>f tlmse cigurs of wonS 

take me long to smoke, niid "1 Oari jump liito a tiacre after- 
wards. It ’s no distaiiC'-. I should bClate anyhow.’ 

Denzil handi d his friend the eigar box in sih nce ; then, 
as Sir Theodore took one and cut it, he stared into the bqx, 
heritated. and said .slowly with a fialf smile : 

‘ I didn’t promise I wouldn’t.’. 

’ Wouldn’t what ? ’ *• 

* Smoke two, but ’ 
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Sir Theodore made a dive at the box, took tint a eigar, 
clipped it, gave it to Denzil, lit a match. 

Stick it iiit(j \ujur m<_>jith.’ 

Dcnfih ^i^h *a }n< tnu'c of rclmdanee, Tus it c^xrbome, 
ob(^^ed. ^ Sir^Th":iah.rc lu ld tlic m^^tcii to the eig^r, tlicn sat 
down in a^S^rm-chair, strrB-lird dut his I(aig gs, •and 
breathed vait a Tlccp and fervent ' Thank God I ’ ^^nd jn 
si+W!et^lhe two^friends smoked. 

' I absolutely ne( <l this,' Sir Tluoddre saaf at kist. 

I darest^^^ you do,' foj.»ined [)< [i7,il. 

' Tht* fasT is, Fraueis, tluit wli^ n a man g' ts to my age 
if he hr inestly is :\*7fian, .>M'a< ty (‘an’t bu niu<-h more than a 
distraeti'jn Tt may lia\'.' b(,(S*riu' a halat, it may 

be^a duty 

damned ^diplranalie duty,' gr<.»aned Ib nzil from his 

hear]:. 

' Inch yjsu rirglcrt, ri^ son I ^bit it cart no iongrr be 
an excitement, (sr a pasisure with any \S'rv k<'rn edge. • No\n\ 
if you*im(f I had ne\N; hats to dispL-tv - - ' 

They joined in a laugh. 

And yet I hate to hurt I )ol( us lta's f(;<,hifgs,' Sir l'he<sdore 
^lid. 

He ^Va.s gi’ava* .Bgain. 

I^reetly I \a/'Knished this - — he t^>ok tiu' cigar frr>rn his 
mraith, looked at^it with affcTdion, tlien yiit it between his 
lijis once m<^re. 

' Ed says you have^ome very intej’esting people.' 

Do we ? ' 

^ ThTit 's Something an^diow,' rei^iarks-d Denzil. 

■? He plight criticise D<. (lores ^' iitly t< ) his wife, but never 

her h u s 1 j a n d . 

‘ Then^hy do#'t you comevdt^ner to meet them ? 

‘.You know how tjiany efuty dinners one has. And I am 
a liear. I can t help it. The worst of it is I fiate sitting up, 
and never flaii^t the spectators to pitch me a bun. So even 

a bear I ’m a failure/ 

sent up%a ring of smoke and followed it with his eyes, 

Frincis, this does me ^good/ exclaimed Sir Theodore, 
sitting lower in his chair and streTehing out his legs still 
fu^her^ / If only Doloretta could smoke cigars I Her 
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activity ha^ become terrific lately. They sa/R(Vme induces 
languor. That 's one of the many lies.* 

‘ You *re Hctlvx^ enough yourself.* 

‘ I useej to think so. Doloretta 'has sho\V>n me, my^^flac^ 
laziness. Sir* ’s at it from morniiii? till ni^hf'. She nev^r 
seei^is to tire.' 

Shows she ’s well,* said Denzil laconicafiy. 

Sir Ths'odore glanced with his keen bright eyes atjiis 
friend. There was: a reserve twtween them, "^ne felt it, and 
at this moment he had a leaiging te) be unreserved. Yet he 
knew will lirov honourable a mutual reserv^e (tan be, ev^en 
between the most intimate friends Sonv^ one has said dhat 
his silences make the grr-at gentleman. Sir Theodore 
thought of that at this mmnent. .‘^nd he changed the 
conversation. 

V ‘ I don't like tla^ k'ok (»f t^bigs in the Bailnans,' he said. 

‘ D* yr)u remenibi.T the (ijr‘Vru I gave \'ou of Ferdinand’s 
character ? 

‘ I shield think I (he It ^h<ov< d the lining.' 

‘ I believe I was right. Of emirse I had special hieans 
of judging during tie- elwc't time I was at S('>ria. I wonder 
how they are g'*uig to hamile things at Vienna.* 

Th(^ Sound of the la.st ws.)rd seem<'d to startle him, although 
he had spoken it. And neov th<‘ outburst came. In this 
matter at least r( ser\'e was red necessary He must hav^e 
the reli' f of franl:n< ss in sonn_ dii’eetioii. 

' I'raneis, what' a f(M)l, Avhat a damned fool J- was to ^et 
out of the servici' ! ' Iw exelaiiin'd. 

^ You were,’ D- nzil ;^aid sobt rly. 

‘ The dee il enters irito us at times. That *s certain. But 
that all my training sh<eild go f<»r nothing ! I ca^ say that 
in my career I never made a * 

' Wish I Could ! ' muttei^ xl Denzil, thinking^ of Mrs. 
Slingsby. 

* And to go and ruin the whole thing in a moment of 
temper. For that was what it was. I lost mydemper atid 
threw the w'hole tlnng away. After Stockholfii I w^as b<3und 
to get an embassy. I ought to hive had Vienna of coin^e. 
But still — we human v»Tetches act instinctively sometimes, 
and the instinct may chance to be wrong. But never, after 
what I *ve done myself, could I blame the poor sinner by 
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inftinct wbo, iti a moment of madnes^ oeill it injpulse if you 
like, puts the rope round his neek, pulls it, and pheugh ! \ 

He made a gesture. Denzil seemed to s^e some one 

'^It was ^^ri^piendous mistake. I was thinking about it 
to-day you cyeme.’ 

‘Were Vou^ • x\ strung man w<»uld reisaieile himsc7f, I 
si^ yp ose. Of c^jurse he ^^ol]]d. l>ut I eaii't. It :^ems« I 
am a* weakling. That 's imt a f)leasaiit tla^ight for a man 
either.' 

He oJlowW a profound melaneholy to aj>]H ar in bis face. 

‘i ’ve never tli'Higlit you a weak man,’ said Denzil slosvly. 

‘The most ‘f’eaf nioeal sti'<ngtli, howovor, e( rtainly is to 
Ix' aide to endure^withunt gnjuibling inevitable catastrophe.' 

You ’re ri on he tight.’ 

‘"J ’m tlioruifghly ashanie-kjjiat I liu\'eiiT g' d it, and that 
I cryi’t get it. 'Jdie leas^ I onght^to d(^ is to paV for my 
folly with a*good fac^.’ 

‘ I ^iH')f)ose that is so. (he; duesn't want to ,be a had 
loseit' said Den/il, dory (junily aieUmp' i'sonall y. 

‘You wssuldii’t be that!’ his friend said, with a strong 
conviction. 

‘ Chi lo sa / ’ 

‘ Yrwi couldn’t l)eT Y<.)U w<aildn’t know how.’ 

‘ N(5 credit t(.) ny.* then. Rut 1 ha\sadt an i(hei. I haven't 
beeil^ested. I ’ve had a \vo^^l( rrnl i^in (A luek.’ 

And yoy desdve it, and Ldna«il< s<Tvt^ it.’ 

‘ Ah, s/r does.’ 

‘ I treated Doloretta badly, tor), by resigning witlaeut a 
Vr'ord to hef.^ Do yuii know, li'aneis, I sone tinea think all 
this almost unnatural r^wrgy of liers comes partly from 
^disappointment. VShe may Ifivc been srsa* tly much more 
'ambitious than P ever suppo'^rh wShe would have made a 
perfect ambassetdress. SMnbtimes I think — -it may be 
aVjsurd — that she 'k trying to f)lay tlie r6le this winter 
wfthout — l^ut no, she woulrlnT do that. And yet, really, 
jve might alml)st be in an embassy with all the people who 
o^e and go. But it \ my fault. A w^oman must do 
•omet^ing.* ^he can’t sit for ever in empty rooms. And if® 
we go out we must return civilities. Besides, we 've taken 
5uoh a apartoeut. I often wish to heaven we hadn’t,’ 
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He gazed g]o<*/miIy mto the fire, and for a^ioment there 
was silence. ♦ Then looking up he added : 

I 'd rather be here a thousand times/ 

My dear "chap, this does vers^ well in(^eed, but jt 's 
hole in ccempariso’n wth your rooms/ 

' A hole ' IVeJJ, it \s a Jr'»melv hole/ saffl Sir Theodohe, 
with^corivietion. 

His M'igar finished. r\eliictn ntly he moved in his 

chair, putting liis hands on its Iratle r anns. 

I snp[)os-e J ought to go now and give Doloretta a helping 
hand vatli the hats, eh ? 

i T ^ ’ 

J sn}>p(ss(‘‘ s»). 

Sir Tlv'odorc v\as about t<> /g t up \vh(‘na'. new atmosphere 
invaded the tlat in the \ha \^'nti Sottrnihre. Uneven jmnp- 
mg patt'a’Fug and tod<lling stc]>s 'V(‘r»/ la-aVu, and small, high 
voices raised in a coii \'ers;Lt mn ss> anirnat<‘(] phat a mis rn- 
hnrope nrgfit ha\a‘ Ixsai moved ts» misname if a row, *Sir 
Theodore spra/ig up vithUpiite y<»iithfid agilitv. 

' IIn''/i, UraiM’is ! ])ond. let \.‘m know ! ‘ hr wliispered. 

And m<t\'irig liglillv aeross the room le* glidr-d, ajTuost 
melodramatieally, iH-hind (sne of the \\ind<ov curtains, just 
as there carir/ a battering cf littt' lists upon the door. 

Deiizil, who had snatched np a hook, after a pause replied : 

' Come in ! ’ 

But there wais no immediate ( iitry. Jhs/'aeii whisperings, 
apparently of a liortytoi-y nature, took he place the 
former joyous interrw )urse. T() thes<‘ was presently added a 
peculiar s<jund as of what Henzil ealls'd ' scrahhljrig ’ — but 
ver\" furtive scral)hljn,i: upon 1h'‘ dohr. Then the handle 
moved slightly, d'li'- hoitatory wliisperings peearne more 
sibilant, and were repln d to by iMidil>l(‘ breathings. The 
handle was motionless; then ther(‘ was more scraljljling, 
it niisved again, shook, but did not tivru. During these 
mysteri< »us pr(»cesses Denzibs b aj;dly stony vace had become 
strangely expressive, as iie sat holding \^s book upside dosvn 
and staring towards the door. He was not exactly smiling, 
but a soft humanity that was almost like a light ifliiminated, 
changing his featnr(ss, and espeeiaVy his prominent almosf 
bull-like forehead. The effetd was as if the soutorf the father 
woke and set love, as a lightpTiay''be set in a Vrdndow, Vn the 
face of the man. 
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»Suddenlv there was a sliding tattf* as df booted feet on 

the door, owed by a bump, and a small cr}\ ^ 

Deiml sprang np and wuvvt rpiuddy to open tVve d'/:)T, 
while Sir Theod^.re stuc^ an anxK.ais heael out? from behind 
tlie nTiKb+^^ 4 "uftain. 

' Now it ’s all right ! , You ’re not a* bit hurt I ^ 

exclaimed 

The door was <»ppn. Sir Tlua»d.>ru r|iii(‘klv withdraw, hk(^ 
iITTViaJi in a fierce, and a grdup of thi'<'b- small childT- n was 
revealed; one on its facs* and almost in • tlu< att jtn< le of 
swimming, ^with a coii\'ulsi\'<‘ back ; tlie ssmsukI, a boy in a 
saij^sr ?^u?t, bent almost double in the <‘ae(‘r end'Tax'rair to 
reverse tlu^ s^vumfc^e^ ; the third, a <nrl, lirmlv planted, with 
a tr^sy facr-»that looked alne^'t stran, staring tixedly at the 
other two in jiRlihal attitmhn 

♦ She wamte^ to do it leTs< lf, so T lift-d her. Iris helped, 
exH aimed hoy, raiong a itlislied face. 

‘T helpful/ rem.'^rk<*(l^ the ju^fle];d <’hildf as if giving 
confirmat' >ry evidence. 

‘ JfTiit squirnu'.l t "0 nnwh.' ndd' d the boy. 

‘ She did s( juirm,’ Iris supple d. 

By this time tho iin f- a 1 1 mat<‘* one was richt sir^e up in 
her father’s arms, rovcalmg ;lii (■vtidiiiol\’*small and pis tty 
oval face, twisted ♦witli distress and outrae-‘d inpxsrtanee, 
•and except^for the tin\' n^^r, fid an whe h, p' rhaps, the 

had hn ii iTlone nta I'l 1 droon bv tie- mil- xible js-sist- 
cnee to it ( )f tle,^ iJ- h )r. ddii '. tiny n< ro' w .a^ iimi.atiira 11 v u lute. 
Tie: sigli^ bf it riais'-d all B'-nril^s trui !< rie ss. IL- del not 
kn(sw Viola was his jfl t. but lews rt hyl-'ss sh<‘ was. And now 
he kissed the poor rc'scas In as- it^ owimt to tie* arnio'hair. 

It ’s all right, Vi^ Lo'>k ! ^Ib re ’s Augmtiis been 
sitting beside rni» all this tirn^' watidniig the dDor.’ 

He lifted the.f*,llvuM^ fr- an its juiglo, aiel placed it in 
the maPT*rnal awns wlneh jieiclianieally opt ie‘d t-a ree(: i\ad it. 

He is pleased }'^u ’ve Ctane back and nearly opened the 
door yourself.’ 

Vitda Id'sk^d at the gollywtag. Her small face wvas still 
working, but alreadv ^te* nose was resuming its natural 
#bmplexi(an,» and a certain inrpiiry app-eus ii in her 'eyes. 
Jt w^s obvious that her mind waa beginmiig to occupy itself 
with the sensations of Augustus. 
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‘ Is he pleased*? ’ sh§ lisped. 

‘ Of ojurs^ he is ! ’ said small Theo, who waa planted OH 
th^ hearthrug, his mobile face as eloquently expressive of 
anxiety for hfs little sister's cunditiijn as if 1« were asystlnif 
at the crisis uf ^ome dangerous illness. *Lo^ now he^’s 
‘smiling I ’ * 

Hif thick dark hair fell over Viis forehend ^ ffe bent down 
turi^ied upwards the face of Augustus, which certain^ 
wore a ^utesque smi]e. 

' JI(' S' alnT()st ^laughing/ 

‘ Is he ? ’ murmurrd \h()Ia, l(d()king si(5eways at ker^rother, 
and then very^ earnest) v at her father, 

‘ Yes/ promdumsai Iris. 

' Ye;^, Yi/ added iJcfi/.il, firmly. 

The matffT was settled, and surldenly Vifh h gesture anti 
Jook of Coaxing ahmgation, su^h aa <.>nly a/ittle child«is 
ci^^iable of^ \ inhi hid her faer against Denziks^ shouJder**as 
if to conceal tlft* naughty ^aot that she becoining quite 
happy agaui. ^ 

All this Sir ThofNlnre watehdi from K-hind th^ cur^in. 
Denzil had forgotten abo/it him. lie could see that. How 
natural ihat wasj hsov your children must teach you to 
forget. When the litth' \ iola hihl Iwr face, that was begin- 
ning t(d sijiilhs against Ict faller, Sir IdieoJore felt a sen^ition 
of yearning that was lilcc a surgr^^r/s knife^exploring 43oth ' 
b(xly and soul. Why, >liy c<ju[d he ri<»t have HenziTs jify ? 
Was he never to possess ^the only gift he really Ionized' 
for ? ' ^ 

M f 

At this moment, for first time, he contemplated the 
possibility of being unfaithful to Dolores. , 

CYnvorsation of a liighW animate 1 kind was now joined 
upon the hearthrug. The fact, of Augustus’s plca^^ire-had , 
apparently been fully cstablishf^i to the saflstaction of Viola, 
who saw in that rcunarkable sRiih' new mc^inings Sll of a 
nature complinnyitary to hrrself. She fHt herself a eourde 
of pleasure, even of exultant admiration. And [orgetting 
with the facility of extreme youth that she hod failed to 
open ^he door, she began to revel, wd^h Augustus, in the fact ' 
tjiat she had nearly succeeded in opening it. * I coiddn'f 
Open the door/ waa turned info, ‘ I nearly opened thedoor 
myself ! ’ and all was well. 
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^ But- are yoi^so late home^^brats’? Isn’t it past 
your ttftie for tea ? ’ exolaiined Denzil at lengtfi. 

'' ‘ Marianna allowed us to go home for a little with liifris 
and Afi^tschk^kexplaintd Theo, ‘ They was dn the Pincio.’ 
‘ Weife oD'the.Pi ncio,’ 

* Wei^ ’-^e'^correctod him^self with great earaeBtness 
‘ Didfyou ha'^e tea with them ? ’ 

‘ No/and we are hungry' now.’ 

^Pwint to^-at,’ said Iris weightily. 

She paused, seemed^ to reHect, and add( d Arinbr : 

‘ I want to drink too.’ 

‘•I wahts to dwink ! ’ came a little gentle voice from 
Denzil’s waisCtojft. 

‘ Come along 1 I ’ll come and have tea with you.’ 

•Denzil gut'up* with Vie4a in his arms, and sflddenly rew' 
cotlected old Theo behind the curtain.* 

Jo''^ ’ h e ex(‘laimr(l, pau'^ing. 

‘ What ’a it ? ’ erkd little Th.*..,* 

Hy 8is sharp as a nredh^. N<av lie cast a qiiick glance 
roufid, foflowirig hi^ fathrr's t‘yes. 

‘ There 's a bulge ! I see a bulge’ ! ’ he criktl rtut. ' It 
Uncle Theo ! ' 

He darted at the curtain, and laid holif of the bulge with 
ardeiit hands. TRe bulge set up a {xiwerful bass shout. 
Littlci Theo shrTeked, littleViola shrieked ; even Iris, like a 
left the Bench and cu yd escenjrd to a joyous surprised 

^tqueal. 

‘ Com# out, Unelt^TIieo I Cnrne out ! ’ Vkllcd little Theo, 
adways going for the bulg(% whirh# w rithed as if in agony 
undt;r his^ imperative hands. ‘ Look, Iris, look, Vi, how 
I otakin’ Uncle Ther^stpiirm ! • 

I* DenziT sh(X)k Vith laught<ir, and Viola opened her mouth, 
and held it wide Ttpen, while'^her eyes almost fell out of hej 
head as they watched thf^se truly 01}Tnpie games. 

'^Vith a roar Sir Theodore burst from ln hintl the curtain. 
The ohil(;lren fled screaming with laughter. He pursued 
them, caught them, held them fast. The music and the hats 
m the Barberini Palace«were forgotten. A joyous procession 
lit strict time down the passage to tea in tb# 

nuriely ’with Marianna. 
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Early in the New Year, when the * season ’ df Rome w.aa 
about to sut in, Dolon s ItrarL^ a rumour thatj^artled her 
fnjm ‘the lips of Pnneess Hi. 

Dulot^'S aru] th(‘ Princess had till now never been anythi^ig 
more to eaeh (.)tlj<T than slight acquaintances ♦not specially 
interested in^ each other, and me( ting, only in the hunting 
field and ^n gent^ral sooirty. But with this Ne\/ Yei^r had 
come reasr>ns wh\' their relations must b^ changed. 
to the Prii iccss Dolores offered a pr< »blem* tlmt had to be 
studied and diq>'ord of. And to Dolores the Princess 
cappeared in an atne^phere (d and se>rrow, YickeS 

^10 doubt, and cv(‘n hifrnili;i tiij^ but ne\wrtht 4 »?^i^arrestiijg. 

The Pnrteess’s call to pjgde had Ijeen successful, and or*ly 
two persons had witnessed srariething tif the bttter truth 
of h(T na'tufc ; of h-T ontrag-sl winity » d a faseinatin^voman, 
her despair of a loving woman, her restliss and gnawing 
misery" of a sensual woman. These two persons were men. 
One was^Cesare (. qr<dli, the other Mont< bruno, To the rest 
of the world the Priia’^ ss was an enignna. People of course 
made statements, eireulat<.‘d rumours, and t^ild downright 
hes about her and her feelings. But if di\ i^itory they \vere 
uninformed, and their ^trenusaih; effoids to arrive at tffith 
by rushing al'Uig the patlwvay of faIs( hoori availed them* 
nr)thirjg. 1 PriiKS'ss was far ten) ele\'<|f, (jr tisj incflfferent, 
to dcaiy. Slu^ v ent abont*jLs usual, or perhaps e\'en more than 
she usually did, and did led f« 'I'get ()ne <jf her ru^^nal c*ccU“ 
pations. And luw piei(‘irig eyes wer# for ever on tln^ watch. 
She meant to find <jut for her.^df whetlu^r tluTc was ""any^ 
truth in vhat Montsbrune) ha<^said. She Rad told^erself 
that it was lad true, and when i?Iie*had c^ine^so she had not 
been tiwuiig to tliri)W dust in her own eyes. But a jealous 
woman may deny that a thing is a hundred time* withoutf 
censing to watch for it, may say that she believt^ in another 

womap even to herself without ceasfng secretly to distrust 

her. • • i 

The fact that MontebniRO kad Verted that Cesare waa 
attra<rt€d by Dolorea Cannynge had .made Dolores new to 
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Fnnkess Wancell^. Hitherto Dolores had hc<9n one of the 
crowcl of forcsii^ri that invaded Rome in the winter, to i^ikc 
it gay and banal, ' Jjke a second-rate waterin^place/ as the 
•prinifess ts^jm^^iines afnarst bitt^ rly s<aiJ ly-r Roman 
imtimates. (yv Dolorrs st"<»d out from the (yrowd. And* 
the Piince^s fait ini]H to firaw neare r t' > her. 

One or twsT recmt (‘ireumstanees had made Rrineea^ 
uneasy. The hunting season had |)ro\'ided a great 
surprise for ftome. It was annouiKaal in •/.a J'rilnina that 
Cesare Carelli had soRI his hunters and woiihi not be seen in 
the VVs he alw ays hunt' d l»oth with the foxhounds 

anfl with Marel^'se Cdysati's stagliounds, and as hunting 
was note)rjy)iAly Ins prin<*j[)al |)loasur<a his fri<ai<ls had some 
reason to be^a^J:or^shed. ^ Ihit \'ery sp^n the aaiise^of h^s 
(^efeetion wais rumoured. IL had been Pnrieess Mancelli’s^ 
‘ an^ii^ifice the chango their r< lations he dj,i not ciire 

t') r)e in her companv. Slie stueb»t.o Iut hunting, so he gave 
up his. iPwas veiw^ simple. 

T# th? rine(ess\'j subtle nynd it seemed almi.)stl:oo simple. 
Sh^ knew Cesare \s passion for hunting, a jiassion with two 
strains in it, man’s normal and brutal joy in tl^e chase, 
and a Roman’s adoration of his ennip^gna. There was 
romance in Cesare’^ hunting. Had she not shared it once ? 
It w^i^ in the li'Jd that she liad lirst fallen in ho'e with the 
handsome boy vi^ose fate sht' had nithlessly gTaspe(l with 
her experienced jiands. Xo one in ifouie knew, as she knew, 
what the r4L‘signation (>f this phei^ure must mean to Cesare. 

Lady rannynge lu#d gi\'en up hunting also. Montebruno 
had assured tlie Prince, ss that Cesaro h.id intended to hunt, 
and hael vtjf, eated to her the conversation at the Countess 
Boccara’^ dinner^ when^io]. »res announced that she would 
•ffot out with t^e hounds fhat winter. Cesare’s decision, 
he said^ must ^ave been p^^^npted by Lady Cannyngt‘’s. 
Al]:hough he had be>^n (explaining a gambling system to the 
httle Boccara it seemed he had rnisseci little* of Cesare's talk 
vi^th his ^mpanion. Princess Mancelli began to wonder 
i^vhether Lady Cannyn^^ w^as a cleverer woman than she 
Imd suppoy-^, whether beneath the mask of wistful sindferity^ 
was Qpneealed an aptitude for subterranean intrigue. 

Although princess Mancelli w\s rSore brilliant, and far more 
fihe shared r'^os ’ o* w - - - * ■ 
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and even more markedly than he had th(/ItaHai» po}(it ^ 
view. WTien she became interested in Lady Cannyn|e »he 
begJii to exaijiine, as much as she could, into the state ol 
tilings in the Canr^imge mi^nage, A^d she ftry sfon ^ew'- 
pf Sir Theodore’s perpetual visits to the DCn^ils. Qp 
Xhese n'sifcs *she put exaetb' t^i* same consfru^^sn as did 
Cesare. She wondered verx'’ much what I^dy Cann\mge 
ftirfughtVjf them, and longed to find out. If, as she believej^ 
Lad V Cannyrige joved ht r husband, she musiP be suffe4dng 
keenly. But jxdssibly the Cannyngr' jmfnage was one of 
those eyr^al unions, common enough in certain cir(^es of 
society, in v^hich the only real link is a i^dutual hypoci^sy 
designed to dective the world. Possibly Laiy^ Cannynge, 
like Si? Tlit-j)dore, had her ' little distraetionsb 

Then the Priiieess^ mind werfi to Cesare, 'and she wffe 
^jailed by doubts. 

About tliis tirno fate pyt into n^ir possession a mean^of 
applying a te.^t to Dolores. At the B^itish Embassy she 
chanced tr^ overhear Francis Dt rizil make this rcwaijc in 
a hdw voico to his uif<‘ : ' I wonder if Mihiich has a clintete 
that is good f(:>r young ehildrm/ Mrs. Dtaizil merely looked 
at her hrtsband wj/h raised eyebrows, and Piinecss ManceUi 
spoke to Ilorcward Arnold about hunting. Early the next 
morning she sent Dolores a note a.sking lier to come ir^ that 
afterruMsn to nc-rt a few p<’«>pk’ rn And thefi she' 

forg(»t to in\ite thr f(‘ vv'*{d('o[)Ic.«^ 

The Pri neess hf( d in <he Palazzo Urdino ^on Mont6 
Savello, not far from the ani'c-nt Glietti^of Rome, ^o reach 
it Dolores had to drive through a section of the old and 
mysterious part of tho city. She had, of course^ yften.done 
this before. 

Nevertheless, on this oocasi( ti— she did not know 
she seemed to tic awar^’ (»f <sl<i Itome as sHb had never yet 
been aware of it, to be struck with^ sael force, to draw 

the impression (4 it into her verv^ soul. 

It was rather late in the day when she left thc^Barberirti 
PaLaee in an open \dctoria. All day there had^been sirocco,^ 
and it still persisted. The sicEly trdnd that blew through 
^he streets had not fallen with pe approach* of evi^n^. 
The fading away of the light made th« warmth that prevailed 
through the city seem more than erv'er unnaturaJ in this 
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of#«dnter\ Dolores loved heaT, but this heat repelled, 
almodt frightened her. She had known this sensation akin 
to fear iTiore than once on winter days of sirocco. Ak^iost 
imm^iat^ly j^Jler she tiad started she began to wish that 
ij^ead of <inving in an open carriage she bad ^ut herself 
up in the^ofor. But she^ had wanted to get some aii;^ 
She had imagir^d it w'ould refresh Iht. That was a mfstake. 

How^ lad Rome seemed t<:) her just tleai, mysteriously sad*l 
PeoI)le^^ere itilling the streets, as tle-y ahvavs do towards 
evening. The paveijients VrST<^ thi’<)ng('d witlT pedestrians. 
At ever^" ftmment the la-rns of motors sr)undeck By the 
Via Iritone the carriage descended in to the C<.>rso Umberto 
Primo and f^llotved it for some distmiee. Here the crowri 
was immense, and the lines of earriages and ni(.)t(jr« could 
cfhlv^ move oA sfow^v. NAw and th<;n*in some spacious c4r* 
D^l ores c^giit sight of a fa^'e slie knew, of gazing eyes^ 
sn^rt hat, a buiich of yarualion^ or lilac; beality in her 
moving and scented room watelnng to see w^liether she w^as 
beirig vwitched. The men on tlie pa\'(anente: u^taVed and 
maifie their comments. Tourists jind citizens pushed their 
way tow^ards the Cuff^ Aragno \vlii«'h many Italians use 
almost as a club. Young girls })rom( graded wdth their 
mothers, loc'king modrstly down, yet not altogether un- 
hapjHly conscious*that they were Ix-ing elosely and con- 
stanfly regrardeS b}^ the many studmls who passed slowiy 
by,’?Pnd by the oi^ and the v^.mtlifnHlanmrs wlio neva:r mi.ss 
*heir ev'cn^g C(jrso. Boys erird#pa|)' ‘rs,*an( 1 liere and there 
old seated w'omen, -^ith wrinkl< d and aj^.allietie faces, sold 
them. And ovx^r and through all tlfis crowd, up the narrow 
and famoy.'* street with its tall houses and ancient palaces, 
its brilliantly lij^htrd slt\)ps, its rr-staurants and caffes, the 
jWarrfi and unnatural wiiu^ went gustily, intrusive and 
depressing, NeVer had any [^UK^rama of humanity, mr)\hng 
amid lights anef the^sounds Af traHie, soeimsl so artificial to 
Dolores as did the parmrama of the Cor^^j that evening. 
But presei^tly the carriage turned aside, and for a brief space 
.traversed another w'orld, old, dark, mysterious and sad on 
this windy evening, but^sad with a dignity, a romance^ that 
ifem^ded reverence rather than pity. Very brief wa^lthi# 
glimpse of old Rome which D^Iorts had. It was almost as 
if, in paJising through a room, she glanced at two or three 
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wondcrfur etching. corner of a darJ^palaccQ to\vering 
towards the '^ky where the night w'as unfolding her dusky 
gar\ent^ and trailing them over the world ; huge barred 
windows ; an^irnnicnse arch gaping^o show^^he sbadq^s of 
a courtyarvl, with faint silhouettes of growing things; a 
^la-sh of yellow light fnen a plater’s lod|e filing on a 
spra\"^of water ; more barred windows and ^ewcring blocks 

^-tone^' a church ^^^th a slerping beggar huddled on its 
deserted ste[)s ; gaunt housrs of pi>or pes)|||lo with • 
facades stain^‘d with innumerable shadys of ydlow, orange, 
browns, ^revs ; an anti«|uity stuep with dusky draperies 
pinned and nailed at {h<‘ jambs of its d(»ors, scraps ot pottery 
showing strang'* fudhds, a l)rnnzc faun darning in semi- 
darkness. And tlu' warm and gusty wind 'penetrated 
eo^^epywvhcrci and the dull roll of tri the on unevcgi pavementf., 
«ind tie* CTif.'s <jf humanitv, sounded always. Bv the lignt 
of*a gidtrrhig (.'endh* 1 )< d a* s saw the keeper ( >f t he antifppty 
shop bending ahd s[)(‘aking tn a woman arapjonl in a shawl. 
Their (odloguy seemed mystei’ious, alm<.»st terriblQ> 'J'hey 
moved and \eanislu d anusng dim sha})es of furniture GiUd 
hanging antiipie lamy>s. 

The carriage turned into tlu‘ Via di Monte Sav'ello out of a 
sort of marketg )la(‘<‘, now <;mptv, and suddenly the wheels 
were crunching (»n gra\'eb and the soiuid rt a fountain 
for an instant salut(‘d, tlum dud away fr<.)m the ears of 
Dolores. Trees wure ikfound h'T insteaiJ^ of houses. ■•She 
had passed unexp< ctedly i^^to one of the stnall but aristo- 
cratic gardens (d Koine. As the earri;^u' dr<*w upounder a 
cobjnnade she lu ard tlw ereaking of a palm in the wand. 
She sliiverod. And it seemed t<.> her as if it ^as th^ sad 
wannth whieh made her •shiver. In imagination she still 
saw the antupinra^ and the \%»man WTapped in *a stawh 
vanishing among the half-see^ furiiiture^Mid the antique 
hanging lamps, g'niig into <limty# darknes:^ Woufd they 
ever return, secutlie sun? They soenmd to her sjanboRc 
shapes, horribly expressive, horribly suggestive oLthe fate* 
of the many wdio go dowm into blackness, 

Hojv absurd she w^as this evening k The sadness of Rome 
fbsessed her. 

There was no porter. The^ootitiap got down and r^g a 
bell on the left of the entrance, where there was a door 
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stained black, ^fter a long pause fce rang a second time. 
Two or tnree mirrutes passed ; then the dc>oi^ was slightly 
opened, and the lined, dark faw of a very sad and/'dis- 
tinguished-lookyig old gentleman appeared, lit up by the 
ray frona a Randle. The footman asked for the Principessa 
M^neelli, 

‘ She orj the first foor,' said the old gentlemarf, in a 

hollow voice. ‘ This is Priner I /rhino’s ajeirtment.^ 
clased tjie door. It was tin- Ihinr-r hynsrlf. 

As Dolores mounted the broad Ihgfit of stom^ steps w'hich 
led to the ^rst llo(_>r of the pakn^e she longed to 2^e among 
pe(^ltf irt brilliantly lighted ro< ans, and w hen the Maestro di 
Cas;a showaa.l jter»hi she liNtened ex[M etantly for the murmur 
of voices. •But she heard no smind as slie wadked forward 
through dra^¥ing“r.^( an af^r drawing-room, tilF she carn^ 
inV) a smaller jDoud^sir, wnth a splendid anti<pie blue and gold^ 
ceiling. If^e tea w^as laid. Ifit tin-re was no ofie. 

^ic w^a,s ^urprisec^ arnf wonder^sl if sla- le-u^ mistaken the 
day as slje sat d<)W'n on a sofa to wait. 

ro<^i v;as skilfull}' bit. ken up, and vers' handsomely 
furnished. It was irg. cosy in tin* English sense, but for the 
room r>f an Italian it waaa \n‘ry eomf<.rtabk\ and eren sug- 
gested a WT)man who was f»>nd of luxury. The colours in it 
Vere dim and soft,¥deep reds and warm red-browns. There 
^as a great dea^ of very dark w'ood, that seerned to hold a 
w’ond^*rful bloom W hoary ag'^ Tdiei^* we re high bureau-hke 
>4Titing-tables, })iled with pin -t- 'i^faphs a*nl bMoks. Heavy 
vases of ^)iTental china wer- lifted up on stands shaped like 
columns. The sofas we re d<-< p uikI low, with immense 
cushions scattered over them. Sonn- of the chairs were tall, 
with arms fnade of strap^'sf magnikc^-nt (.Id leather attached 
•to iipj’ights of oak carved wikli the heads of lions. Pdt-etric 
,^ghts wuue corKir-.tled in toridi-like eontri\ ariees of ftnely 
WToughtt but h#Hvy ironv<>i^. Nearly cveryThing in the 
room was on a rathr^ large scale. There w^re corners, half 
hidden by damask screens, into which people might retire 
and be los^in^ warm dimness. 

A door, concealed b}% a red hanging, opened, an(i the 
I^ncess cam^ towards Dolores, holding out her hands int 
greetit;£^ She had a ma^flq^nt^ carriage, a magnificent, 
yet quite simple^ way of walking, such as is still characteristio 
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of high-bred Roman ladies, and is inimitalp^. It ii a move- 
ment which ‘looks almost imperial, not trampling or 
arrojifant. 

‘ Ben Pcriu^a she said, with a*delightRilly and 

junstudied Cordiality. 

'Then yoTi did uxpcct nTe ! I was afraid lor^^ m raent I 
nrul mistaken the dayd 

Becfwise there is ias yt t no one ? 

The Pn ncess S^Lt down in front of the tea-table. 

‘ Benedetto ! ' she called. 

The ol(i Mai\^tro di Casa reappeared, and tbc Princess, 
speaking to him with familiarity, almost as to a friend of 
years with whom no ceremony was nccessaV}e/<isked him to 
alter tke liaditirar (»f the ro<;)m. As he went about from one 

^ _ c. c 

'ttdl torch to aii<»th<T* turning liglTts off and oh, he spoke to 
•tt^e Princess in Italian and slu; replied. 

‘ Bens she saitl at Jast. 

The old man — he lo^kod like an oW gentleman — went 
aw^ay thror^gh the \nsta of eni^)ty draw ing-ra<')ms^ •satisfied 
apparently tliat he w’^aild red be wnntbd again, and ^'the 
Pri ncess poured (_>ut tea. 

‘ We Bave had ^ad luek t^-dav,' she said. ' I only asked 
three or four, and they couldnT come. The beautiful 
Verona — — ’ 

‘ Oh, how' I admire her ! ' said Dk>lores, me she almost 

incarnates Iv •me.’ 

‘ How^ miieti moil? to us#Romans ! She had g^ine to Cis- 
terna for the night. Maria Carpacei is^playing bridge at the 
Austrian EmleLssxa it one or tw'o men will drop in 
presently. Meanwhih* I cannot be sorrsa Wht^^do I get a 
little talk with you V — a rfal talk, I^nean ? ’ 

‘ Very seldom,’ said Dolores. 

She felt a sudden slight tl^rill of sofn^tliing that waf 
almost suspicious, and wonderf'd nvhet^cr the Princess hac 
really invited any one to meet her. 

‘ In Rome one seldom gets much beyond acquaintan(N> 
ship,’ she added. ‘ Unless one plays bridge,’ 

‘ Why don’t you play ? ’ ^ 

' I can, of course. But I don’t care much aoout It^’ ^ 

’ No T I play a great d^al, ^Bridge has one supretw 

merit,' 
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Wliat^ii that!^’ 

It takes posseffS(pn of the mind. While one is playing 
one is absorbed and can think of nothing else.’, / 

• Ihslore* looked at thi Princess in silence. For a moment 
tbe latter hJtd surely been off her guard, and ha^ spok<m out 
of her jheajt. Perhaps sh* realised this, for she 
rather Quickly*: 

‘ It obliges one to collect the wandering thonghte, fb 
con^enfrate. • And without Cdneentratinn we c^n d(j nothitig 
worth doing, be nothing worth being. Isn't it s<> ? ’ 

‘I,dare*3ay it is. Put I think lots of people are con- 
cefitrated on thii^ thaj are ver\" absurd.’ 

The Princifc smiled, rather evnicullv. 

‘ Of course tl;ey^\r<o po<;>r tliin^rs ! Your friepd, the little 
Boccara, for instance, tlifnks only b)f her waist. Still, one* 
n^ust say.^t^af she achieves lu’j object. She has the srnallfs^ 
WMst in Rome. And wtat in<*rc^‘an any wt^rnan want ? ’ 

‘ Do yoil despise^women ? 

! '^Lit I am a womar^ ! Would you have^me despise 
mfseU ? ’ * 

‘ I think a good many rtf us 

Dolores stopped. 

‘ You are quite right, and I agree with von/ said the 
Prin tess, laugliing. 

Dhlores laugnr^l too, hut without any genuine mirth. 

‘ r do not apologise,’ sht* said. • ‘ I fei 1 with you it is 
Ainnecessary. Let us hope ineif are secretly mraiest in 
regard R) themselvc# as you and I seem to be.’ 

‘ They are not, believe me.’ 

Siiting^aione with this Roman lady Drilores felt almost 
like a cliild, and oddly ftiexperienecd. She was conscious of 
i4>eirf^ in an atmosphere of power. Beneath the apparently 
unconscious coj^diality of thr^Prineess she divined subtlety, 
and something elsf> thaf sfie surely did not pnissess. She 
could not perhaps have said exactly whatr it w^vs, but she 
Rnew it vios something strong, vital, and not cold. She felt 
both attraeftd by, and repelled by, this woman ; keenly 
^terested^in her, and y?t unwilling to draw very^ near K) her, 
lUl |bc timV that she sat with the Princess Cesare Car^ 
boverrid, like a shade,* oA the%thfeshold of her noincL She 
dialiked thlciring of Cesare while she was with the Prince 
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As she was not at all prurient-minded sucb^ thought, which 
was a link, distressed her interior purity Yet she could not 
bani^ it, and «hc felt as if the Princess must-be aware of it. 

And while Dolorts was mentally linking the’Princes3''with‘ 
€esafM, the J’rineess wjis jnentally linking Jiirrj with h6i' 
v1?itc)r* Could what Montebruflei had said be true ? Now 
tjpit sh(^ was isolated with Lady Cann\Tigc tiTe Princess felt 
almost sfernly esjnscious e>f the power of her owm nature. 
This gentle *\'onTan was ecrtainly not wax.* The firmly 
closed lips showed tl)ut. But neitlnfr was she granite. 
And wa.s iTot Li Miuic'/Hi, j.H’anite ? perhaps 

that very softness rni^hit draw a inan^iway U, Sl^e could seem 
soft, could be passionatrly tender, yielding wi^i the almost 
^gsperal:c aWind<ai gi't'd. natur- s Jiweli iruloj^e. But she 
conscious that she had within her much of the strong 
fibre of thevuler. The wc.anarrfaeing her \vas surely born to 
}deld, and to br»cherished,^hrlterc‘dt perhaps worshipped by 
strengths 

As til ese'*th< Mights slip}V(I thorough the Princeas^s nAind 
she was invaded by a cohbs^ ns.aticin of impotence. 

If onl]^ she kncov win tlc.r Mont^ bruno had got at the 
truth, or a pert of the truth 1 

‘ And we do iwt want theni to he modest. The modest 
man is the last man to triiim]>h over a woman And we'dong 
to be triumphed ovrvS she ^aid. 

‘ Do you ? 

As tlie Princt.'ss conyidercbl the softness of Dnslores, so 
Dolores Considered the sc‘dueti\^o cneiL’'f* so ajiparcnt in her 
hostcess. And she found it (liHicailt t(> imagine the greatest 
failure in life emerging in, withered bheTness ffc^i subh a 
soil. 

^ Why not ? ’ askesj the Princess. 

'Somehow I cannot imagVig* any one, or any • thing, 
triumphing over^you/ said Dnh>res, sloVly and apparently 
"with great sincentv. 

' That is a compliment wdhch I appreciate, ^But is i^ 
always wise to judge by the physique ? ’ 

^ ‘ But was I doing that ? ’ 

‘ WTrenT you ? ’ 

As she spoke the Princess leaned slowly forward on the 
iofa towards the tea-table. The Mattiro di Casa had 
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manlpul^jt^ th\ lights until no sft-ong ray felf upon his 
mistress, as she placed while he w^as in th^ room. 

Now, however, roe deliberately entered the circle of 
radi^ce that yteiS prodirced by a lamp on the feft of Dolores ; 
moved, perhaps, by an inij)nlse nut free from iiK^rbidity. 

‘ I think»you were/ she at^ded.^ 

Both’, these .w^omen w^ere secretly being prornptecf by a 
common desire, and both were being krpt ba(‘k 4l*c>m any 
open attempt at its gratitieat i< >11 by a furtively warning voice. 
Now Dolores looked at h(T hostess for a nioin(Vit in silence ; 
and as sh^ looked, in despite <;d herself, she thr^ugVit with 
in4eai?ity of that rumoured past whieh Cesare Carelli had 
shared. 

‘ Have ? judged wrongly then ? ’ she said at hist. , 

• ‘Why no^?*I^ain tl#; Ivoman type. And that type? 
often looks n^sre conquering than it is. The great days ui 
Rejne are long past, you Tiiud reineinber.’ 

‘ And the lii sorgi/ru^nlo ? 

The tace of the Princess softened strangely^ Her eyes 
lost theit piercing qualit\'t and for a nioineiit regarded 
Dolores with alrn<_>st a melting l<M)k. Tla n the sw'cetne^s 
died out of them, and she answered : ^ ♦ 

‘ Do you believe in Resurrection ? I don't know that I do. 
But J 'm quite srfre that nothing rises again exactly as it 
fom:kerly w'as. •xAnd as t<_> the ikwv Rome -evell ! ’ 

Siw leaned ba^, sj)r<aidiyg out k^ r ( X(juisit(‘ hands in a 
gesture that ser^med to ward otf from 4ier soinefliing that 
sought to appr(saeh^ And Dolor<‘s laid the feeling that as 
she withdrew^ her face at that moment from the circle of 
lighe so sh^‘ withdrew her real s<if, retiring into the dark- 
ness. From out of thi^ darkness ♦she said : 

. ‘We Were tallving (»f bridif’ just nowa I wacs playing last 
night at the Bnltsh Ernlaiss^^, and I heard a go<xl deal of 
Embassy gossijf.' 

Did you ? Anything amusing ? ’ 

• The vo^ce of Dolores suddenly sounded almost sharply 
alert. 

‘ It seems young MyWs-Anson is desperately in lov^ with 
llrs^oomTs^the American widow beloved of Count BoccarSl^ 

‘ Imor boy I * 

The alertness was gone from the voice. 
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‘He even, takes the youngest child /lit roUcf-skating 
while the mamma is at the Excelsior gyimg — well, not into 
spacA No Italian wouTd do that.’ 

‘ Do you admire,or condemn such 5 proof (^.affectiorih ? 

'Rankly, I don’t admire it at oil. I thinkdt serv^ile ip 

A bov/ 

‘*At tn’enty-three I Our boys are men long before that 
age.’ 

She said t^iis with a strong deeisii'eness, as if almost 
defiantly stating a fact th.at cannot be controverted, bn^ that 
may not be readily aecrpt^d. 

‘ By the way, I met tliat g(‘)od doincsticafc(i^Denzil at the 
Embassy,’ ^he addi d. ‘ IIow delightft^ly.Engfish he is ! 
*\.^ou don’t mind inv saving tliat ?^‘ *' 

;of course nut. \es, Fraiiijis Dcnzil is very foglish.’^, 

‘ I shouJcl tlyiik he rni^t be much liked by ^outh 
Germans.’ 

‘ By SouWi Germans ? ’ 


' On account of his dins^tnoss and simpFicity of mannefi.’ 

I daresay. But I don t quite see what South Germans 
havy to do with tli*.’ question of Mr. Denzil’s character.’ 

‘ hmean if he goes to Munich.’ 

‘ T\i Munich I Mr. Dcnzil 1 ’ 

ThJ rre was a startled sound in the \'(:)ice i^*Dolores. 

‘ Mr. Dcnzil is going ft) Muniffii ? ’ 

Process Manccllf sceiiicfl to hesitate. She pyt out hef 
hancu and nnjvcd the china in front of her, lookiifg down. 
The;/! she said ; — ‘ 

I m afraid I \e bcha\'(.'d as thev sav Mr. Elgnzihdoes 


sometimes. I ’m afraid I'’\'c m.adeSa gafji’.’ 

Dolores hiul had time to rcj^ain the outward self-eo\itrof 
which she felt she had lost for a.moment. ^He w-as frightened 
by the violent shock of joy wliSclf the unexpected words of 
her hostess had‘ given her. She felt almost as if she had 


just been stabbed by joy, and longed to put ou^ her harW 
to her breast as if to cover a wound. But she* succeeded in, 
looking and seeming quite calm, jferhaps almost exagger* 
BtedJy calm, as she said, not without languor : ‘ ' 

^ ^ But why ? * B^imoilrs'of this sort arc aTwavs 

fixating aboat Book/ ^ 
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‘ You had i]ea:>i nothing of it ? ’ 

‘ Nothing at alJ.>I don’t think it can be true.’ 

‘ WTiy not ? ’ ^ 

‘ Ifiit ’^ere Llfiink I nTust have heard ofit/ 

Perh^s it ia a diplomatie secret/ 

Dolorei v^ondered very iiieaL‘h fruni whom the PrineejT^'Trd 
heard it, but sbc ditl not choose to a,sk. 

* Is Mr; Denzil to be ma(h‘ a minister then ? ’ tilie sa*id! 

’ At1east| is tihat the rumour ? 

* I understand so/ * 

The Princess leaned sliyhtlv forward. 

•' ‘*I suppose it is^nearly^time, isi/t it ? And quite Ix tween 
ourselves, I s^'ioct your Embassy people wouldi/t be alto- 
gether sorr}^ to vet ^Ir. Denzil (Mit of Rome/ 

But why f He ’s verv* clever/ 

'Oh well '-•often when tie, Prine(’ss w'as asked a direct 
qur^tion the seeretivenes^ eharaet‘iristi<^ of t\\: Roman race 
took possession of IAt. ' TIkto may have been littlt* tilings 
— I don't knowa Does he ahvavs g(‘t on witli^ the other 
diplomats ? I had an idea there Jiad been some fuss with 
a certain ambassador/ 

Dolores, like everv^ ore" else, had heard cddhe Tomtit affair. 

‘ There was/ she said. 

‘ Wfll then ? • 

There was a panse. Tlirn Dolores repoated, 

‘ I ^hink I musr have h(aPrd of if. My husband know^s 
die Denzils^so wa^l/ * 

Not by the souncUof her voice, but by the turn of her 
phrase, the Princess knew that Doluri s was jealous of the 
DenzUs. ^ • 

‘ Yes, of course you Are w ry intimate with them/ she 
^^pliai, including Dolores wifh a touch of d< lieate malice. 
‘Still things oft(^n get out in^Rorne w'ithout any definite 
revelations by tfie pt^ons^most interested. And besides — 
for^ve me ! I don't think the English are Specially clever 
at^keeping /heir secrets.' 

I She spoke Hghtly, smiling. 

‘ Don’t you ? But we%re said to be so reserved.’ 

^ So^ou often are, in manner. But it wants more than 
mere m^ner tp keep a secret fe^t/* 

‘ A famoui Aw^oan once told me he thoujjht^^ English 
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the subtlest.nation in Europe, the clev^est in Qiplomacy, 
and the most insincere in public affairj^ 

‘ Certainly *700 have general! y ^^it wlmt you wanted. 
And that is perh.ips the greatrst test of ability in life;* 

^Fo get ^nd — to keep/ niurniurcd Dolores. 

Sl\s really said this to Fiersi^f, and almost unconsciously. 
But itJ:ouehed the Princess on the raw. 

‘ YoiT English know how to keep. Nobody doubts that,’ 
she said. 

She longed to speak fiercely so she*spr>ke quietly, and as 
she lcH:)kAl at Dolor('s slie strove ddiberatelv to^^ vgil the fire 
in her eyes. At this moment sla^ hat(‘(i^ Dolores, because 
Dolores had hurt la-r, and she ]<aig<'d to shj>ftc\back. But 
JhoiigTi hei^ seerct ang'T partially snbm^rgejl fier intelligence 
it did not affect her nativ(‘ eaniion. She was; inclined now 
t« believi;:* ill of la r \'isitoiv t(.> l)elie\a‘ that Jiolores ^was 
perliajrs nrif c//e 7 /cA wh<‘S(‘ sharj) claws W(Te genr^ally 

padded witli \sl\'rt, hut who was ca[)ahle of pla\ung a d( aible 
part, (sf IxPh stroking and woiiriPifi^r, IjiP she oi^lV allowed 
herself a light iro[iy, as .^h'- ad(h d : 

* Ara^ perhaps yeir Anv riean was right. Perhaps ycai 
are past masters<^and mistresses in that art.’ 

‘ What art ? ’ 

Perhaps you know low tn joner Ic ynora^^ far bette.r than 
we Latins do, despite/ oiir ap[)ar< rit sup] r jiess r>f mind.’ 

She ^vas going Jto s.ay more, hut shr‘ shopped. STie was 
sitting with h< r faee turrted towards the sustao^sf drawing- 
rooms, and at thi^ nom. nt she sww ^l< taeh itself from the 
farthest gloc.rn the sliort, s< |uare-l)uilt figure of a man 
walking sl()wly, almost nushtativelv, to\sards hrtf'. 

‘Here comes some (HK' wh<^ nra^ he aljje to tell us, if he 
chooses.’ 

Dol ores turned Ict head. 

‘ Who ? ’ she asked. 

' Pacci,’ sairf the Princess. 

Still walking slowly and meditatively the fquare-bQilt 
figure approached, and entered the rexam \lhcre the two 
^on^en sat, with a tread that sofinde^d heavily even upK)n 
the thick carpet which covered tt^e whole of th? floor. 0 ^ 

' Pacci, buorux sera,' sa^id Irhe Prirrpess. 

As as she held out hey hand to the newcotner. 
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she was thangeo^ To Dolores she seemed leuddenly to 
become more foreigl^ more delinitely Italian, and gentler. 
Something that ainmst like tenderness ap^ieared irf her 
dark tece. It was ob\ious to D«jl(>res tl?at the, man who 
nctfv ver>^‘ seriously, and alnn^st h(‘;i\'il\\ bowed o^^er thev^ym- ^ 
stretehed^liand, wws regarded %vit)i affection by the Princess. 

Giosu^ Pacei »was a man wt 11 known in, yet noL reayy 3 
well kno^m by, Rome. He wws a Ibanan, and not an 
aristcfcrat, yctf he had cornpiered a p^ntioTi in^ the aristo- 
cratic world. Such an aelnevenient is rare in Rome, where 
the mi(jdle-c1a.9F lun er mixes in society with the arfstoeratic 
clasf. Perhaps it^had l^een aeeornphslied partly by the 
curious powe iV,f indifference. l\ae('i was indifferent to 
social distinction^, indeed Ik* si'are^ ly socrned* to know, 
wtfat they \vere. J\r was efndite ;ind li\'ed often in dreams, j 
An^ he did notfrnind dr^'amingin [)iibhe, at dinners, and at 
rece;^ions. He ^was rpiit^ nnworli’iy. Coin] >h'teness often 
has an alim'^t mysttVions aUraeli..n, (‘s[>eeially for the in- 
compU'te, ^The th(>ronglin< (<f Paeca's indiffefenee ana^ 
unw(trldlincss Inid eertainly made nn impression upon the 
worldly R(_'me. And P;i<s‘i (s.nibincd these rare (jpalities 
jxith great kindness of heart and gissit romftres' of s])irit. 

• He was probably ^th(.‘ nmst roally romantic person in all 
Rome, •but not ir^ eorme<‘ti < >11 ^vlth human beings. He had 

deep and a stror^ passion f(a beauty, but often sear(‘ely 
knew 'Aether he was being talked to1)y a^lovcl}^ or a plain 
VrSman. 

Nature Vas his mi-^ress, and all the old and inanimate 
glories and beauties of the world. 11'* ])lanted Ik overs to 
mark hiie siic^ of buried tem[)les, and a dead city na ant 
more to him thai^ any \fomay laid out for l)urial, with 
li^itccf candles abo^it her, and mourners praenng for the 
|5eace of soul. 

He bowed very lowyalmoCt with a simple reverence, over 
the t^rincess’s hand, till his short, thick, blaVk beard wavs 
prei^ed agaifist his broad chest. Then, lifting himself up, 
h# looked with* his small almost childlike blue-grey eyes at 

Dolores. 

**Sur^ly you^know Lady Cannemge, Pacoi I 
' No, only my husband; I thinl*,’ Dolores said, giving him 
her handi 
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He took bowed again, and sat doT^^with tfee air of a 
child well satisfied to find itself at homg^ 

‘ ^;jiall we him ? ' inquired the Princess of Dolores, as 
she handed to P^cci a plate of \9ng ancP sticky dainties, 
ma^* of pastry and currant jam. 

did not offer him tcTi. never took it. 

‘ I don’t think Sign<»r Pacci would give vis an answer to 
^uhh a Sjuestiond said Dohn'rs. 

Paeei beg^^n U) eat one of the pastry cakes with relish. 

He did not ]rH)k interrsted. Nor, did he ask wdiat the 
question • was. And his gentle indifference fascinated 
Dolores, 

' Let us find out/ rejoined the PrificGL’s. Pacci ! — 
Paeei < ’ 

Paeei looked up. 

* Ehheiie ! ’ lie ol)Ser\'ed in^i muflled \'oice, 

‘ N )W, we going t<^tellc Lnejoln’ 

^ \ eiw^ Well/ fit' said Cafinl}', sp<‘akkig Fngdish woth an 

^xtraord i iKiry ae<e_-nt whic/i n<s system <>f spelling ^could 
convev to the mind. 

‘ W c wash you t<.> tell us ^vl^ ther yr>u consider the Anglo- 
Saxon ^r the Lat^n raee the most subths’ 

Paeei h'H.iked at the r<»(*m, not at his es>mpanions. He had 
finished the pastrv. 

‘ Subtle/ he said ; ' and by that — you Aean ? ’ 

He paused. 

‘ \\ell, we wert:^ speakifig of lx ing subtle in the sense of 
being al)le t<» deceive oth< rs, to joiur l(^?nond-e.^ 

Paeei 1 o( )ked thoiiglftful and grave. 

Those who de(Vi\a‘ easily in small things are usually 
shallow-brained/ he said, ' like tlit curious and the gossips. 
A oil reiiK'inber Nit‘tzs(‘hi‘’s Ear big as *a man — in 

perched (>n a sh nd'j’ stalk, its Ir^nuneulus, with a 
small envious C( Minteiiance. /Vnd aga/nst the stalk dangled 
a bloated soiilh t — shallow-brained I Shallow^-brained 1 And 
shallow-souled ! ’ 

His cunc>usl\ muflled voice, which somc“^imes soundc^ 
j[jke^the voice of a child, seemed to stray among the words 
vaguely. It was wandering almost as the voieVof a streafci, 
and at moments was so \fitb^lrawh th^t it nearly disap^ared! 

‘ Arabs to^triok tliose about ^em in trifling mattexi^ 
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but very^IdomMo they bring any ^eat matter to a satis- 
factory conclusion^^^The Chinese— as we know' from II Too 
di Laoisen, or iy:>ad \f virtue, \\Titten by the piiilosopher 
Laoty some five hundrfd years before Cljrist- ’ 

Do] oret be^an to smile. 

Nevei mind Chinese philosophers, caro Pacci,*inteiTuJ^i:^d 
the Princess atj^his point. ‘ Le^ave thrm to their bird s-nest 
soup. Vou are with women, tr>^ to remember. Consider 
us a*nong thg number of thr shallow-brawled, if you like, 
but tell us whether the English or the Italian ls the subtler 
nation.’ p, 

‘^Iifctdiiavelli/ murmured Pacei, ' fourteen sixty-nine — 
fiftceh twent \j^e^En— \ oltaire — sixteen niru ty-fiiur — seven- 
teen seVenU^-ri^t — — ’ 

•‘Pacei, yol fire^vagiie:^ than e\a r to-dav. I am sure 
V(fltaire was r^^^ver an haiglishinan at any time in his varied 
anflj^multuous career.’ 

For the first time,Paeei look- d steadily at her. 

‘ I w^as going to Phigland, Priiieipessa.’ 

‘ i?y w^fty of Frfiia'e ! Eticn I beg your pardon. But 
never mind historical personages.* B<‘ neulern, Pacei, for 
once, and lexik at the nations us tie v are to-day.’ 

Pacei held out his hand fur another of the sticky cakes 
Vhich^he specially ^ived. 

‘ And the sex<^, Prineipessa ? ’ he said, still in his extra- 
ordins^^ English #hieh was. as a new language invented 
Uy himself. ‘ Tlfc sexes ? 

‘ We kiioV about ^hern. ^Vomen art* much more subtle 
than mend 

Pacei slow^ly shook his head. 

* You thmk: not ? ’ askg^d l)ole»res. 

.^AlU this time • she had lyeeii listening intently. The 
entrance of this miftisual man Ijad brought to her a strange 
feeling oT calm, if ^she brame conscious of the profound 
rept)se of inanimate things in the immense spaces of the 
world. 

^ Men — merb are the deceivers. I am not taking it from 
Weininger — a genius with germs of madness. Look into 
h^tory * , 

^ We shall do nothing of £he l^nd,^ my dear Pacci>’ said the 
iVijoces# with firmness. ' Nothing ol UiflkhwL' 
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She tuftied towards Dolores. 

‘ Pacci is •always like this,’ she said^talking about her 
guest as if he were not there. ‘ You for an opinion and 
he t^es to gif^e you a history of nuankind.vj We had better 
give it up.« You biust have your cup <>f milk, Paeei.’ 

pouixd s(ane milk into a tea-cup, put in dhree lurries 
(jf sugar, and handed it te) him. 

J'he^jnental atriC' ple rr in the room was completely 
changod siiu'o Paeei's untram^r. Sul)Hv, without (^oing 
anythuip, ht* had for thu moment unitud the t^vo women 
who had boon, who wsmiM 1>c again, V* ry far aj^iart. Tht*y 
wTre now' fcoling alike. They wstu feeling maternal.* Pacci 
sipped his milk, with almost as •muclm^'■lu^h as a baby 
displays when the tube of ita bottle is int^duced into its 
O of a moiTth. Tie n, setting do^vn tle'^vup, he remarked^: 

' I have been all day m th'‘ (kimpagna.’ 

' What te^^>V.u^uT‘eri dou^g there ? ’ 

Walking ^flone — watlf sirocco !* 

Iiis eyes becaire/ full of reverie. As she regarded him the 
Priricc'ss had again the soft l«tok in th« eyes wkieh trans- 
formed her usually ratle'V imperious, though often seductive 
face. This lo(»k sing Tiled her aj.)j)earanee wonderfully. 

' Lo so—lo so she said. 

For a moment tlcTe was a silence. In it Dolores thought 
of Cesare Carelli, and s)f his almost viiTent have for the 
strange and exa piisite^ eoiintry in the ji^ndst (»f W'h^‘h lies 
Rome; Rome with its jiistor\' of gh»r\> and crime, apd 
decadence and ruin: Rome with its secrets, i^s Jvisses, its 
knife thrusts, and it> ars : Rome w ifli its newv aspirations, 
its lures for the gold-bug and the waanen who scatter, its 
charms and its banalitius of a seiy.nd-rate w'rftt ring-place : 
Rome with its jsalace \shere ^^^(ll^, s<a millions believe, thp 
Holy Spirit of tlod : Rome with its poec pttle Dolores, aflfl 
her tremble of a wajinan, whiiji i^eeined to^er sometimes as 
great as the wa^rld. 

In that moment of silence Dolores, through the si^nt 
woman and man she was with, began for ^ thb first time 
fainj:ly to reahse the wonder the Campagna, whosfe 
ytbepherds decreed Rome, to think of it almost^ one thinks 
of a great personality. 

‘ Tieniti pure nella quiAe Non lasciarti turbare dal la 
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tempMta. • Piu cl'e tu sentirai di essere uomoj^iu ti asso- 
miglierai agli Dei.’ 

It wai the voi^ ofwacci, speaking to hims^f. as he^had 
spokerfc to himscTf throu the long day ifi the ^ey Cam- 
pagna, ^-hcre, towards sunset the isolated pine-trecsVhad 
floated like fliystcrious vcsse U for^a riiument on* the bj-east 
of a golden sea. • 

‘ Tieniti puro nella qniete — nell.a qniete.’ 

As Dolores i*’ent away, and w.-is lust in thu vista of fainth 
lit rooms, the Prineess.said tu her euinpaniun : 

‘ Pacci,^I ^i'ant you tu t' ll me. \Vli,at do you thinJc of that 
Iad}% or L*adv C.annvnge ? 

Pacci lookctl rather (^stressed. F.vidently he did not 
think almosf an^liin^', either good or bad. 

'*She is not— R believe — aflisturbing in'lluern/e,’ he dreipped 
out* at length* 'At least— not to-day. Yesterday— t^v 
monV ^ — chi lo sa ? ’ 

‘ A'es, but (didn’t yi.wi get any irnfiressjon as to ^er nature ? 

It ^a.s S(.id(sm that ^^Ith h<'r spoilt Pacci the Prwrccss was 
so porsistcnt. 

' Nero undoubtedly had a du.d nature. Once when I was 
at Sublaqueum with Antieelli ' 

Phe Princess lay back (m hcT sc>fa and closed her eves. 


CHAPTER IX' 

As Dolores slowly descended thi' staircase of the Palazzo 
^^bin# she was stilt, .so it secmitl tii her, alrnf;(st mvstenously 
aware of Pacci. tflfc personality' of this short and bearded 
man, who loved sficky^'‘ake.T aiM sugared milk, had enfokled 
the ’Suspicions, the miseries, the sc'cret hostility and the 
.raisendersta^iding of the Princess Maneelli and her.self with 
i^p peculiar and beautiful calm and simplicity, almost as 
the Campagna enfolds thc*cries, the crimes, ami the sorrows 
of iiRor^ w'itli* its strange and romantic tranquillity. But' 
when me emerged from the pr^lacA, and saw the misty 
darkne^ of the Bta^less sky above her, she forgot Giosu^ 
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Pacci. Aso she drove back through Rome she was 
conscious that she was a different from the Dolores 

wh(^ had so «adly, so almost fcarfi^U^ regarded the mysteri- 
ous city l^ut a little while before. She knew it when she agairf 
pa.s/ed the fuiti<iuar>-'s sdiup. By the faint hght of an,old 
lamp she sa\s the owner sent^.d, leeaiiing forward, in a large 
chair^ surr'juia.h-'d I'ly shujas and silhetuet5.es of mysteries. 
Rut sITi’ thought Ilf him letw as a ceunh.trtuble citizen, resting 
after the :^ice,^sful laliours (tf the day. 'Hie wanri w'ind 
stilt blew gustily through the narrow and tortuous streets, 
but it \f:is m.i hmg.T unnatural and sieklv ; it» was just the 
siroce<i that si >iru tiiiirs ^ t- Jtaly, ^ikI that soon *^ivcs 

placu t') tlu' t''iii(‘ and hlithu 

Pefhaps tlw l.).n/ils t .4 le^ve Rome! Only 

- ' ’ ’ • “ • She 


now kiih'W how h 

^as 
honno 


- inn'll s hf- liad bunn suffering. 

grasjitd ,ijMp ru >t qm.'stion it tliiring the (Jrive 

ihit^^wln n slu' #'anie iritki* tlu'ir ajiartinent, saw 


hysband rrading niuh r a shad' d T luetric light, she feJt 
uncurtaiifry within her, and l^iiuw she jnust lay^t tf>%rest if 
possible. 

' IhbW late you are, r)'>l>rrtta ! 

Sir l^heodore*laid down liis Ixiok on his knee and pullei^ 


to him and t^^ok the 
arc reading iiTin the 


his point' d bk 

‘ard < »n<‘r. 

Aim dlik'r b 

taVjle besidr* 

him. Do 

loTh'S wont 

volume up. 



^ Gogol ! ’ 

dm said. 

' Ajifl you 

original ! 




' Trying tri with the translation at kand.' 

‘ You Tiur^t ha\s/ gdt <>n s) thaididly." 

‘ Oin* has a lot of tinih^ In ro. But where voci been, 

and whv d'l you hM,k s<.) oninint'.'fl V 

He ga/aal up nt her, and his eyes^were britrht Vith.a 
genuine euri"sity. 

‘ I don't know when I 've S(?cn look so full of life,’’ 
he added, alnfo.st with suspieion. 

A faint embaiTassmeiit clouded the face of Bolores, 

She turned away and sat down. * 

^1 ’ve only been having tea with Princess {ilancelli. 

Sir Theodore looked rather surprised, and* not ol^ogetber 
pleasantly surprised. 

; . ‘ A tea-party, I suppose ? ’ 
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‘No/ 

‘ I didn’t kno\t ttiN^rincess and yon were so friendly.’ 

‘ Prietidly ! Spe me and I thought* I woul(^ go. 

She h6d invited some people, I lalieve, • But i^one ^ame 
ex»ept, ftt tlje*cnd, Commendatorc/\ejei.’ 

* Paccji I The histurian I ’ 

Sir Tl^eodore’5 keen face softened. 

‘ He ’j a good little fellow. Could you get anything out 
of him ?f’ 

Not Very much — that is in \sorils. But 

She Jicjititted. She liardly eais <! t<> say to an\’*one how 
strcff^g and peculjar ha^l been I’aeei's inllueiiee in the 
Prin cessVs 

I know. is t)cT\ ;isi\s‘ inuans v^eiy T^nich.’ 

^^You know him, Thuo, m >irt \s»n ? ’ 

‘ to l/ririg him lirrcy 
' Another fion fur salon/ 

Thire w^s a touch sli;;ht^sarcasi-n in his vr>i(o:^ Dolores 
fainfly reddened. Cuuld n<»t s<‘<‘ tliat it was for him 

she W£iS tiying to makr their lu/nu' intere^linao attractive ? 
X'ould he not see tliat all she was ihsing wfts hring d</nc for 
liirn ? A sort of d(‘spair s< i/ed Iut at the Mindia ss uf men. 
But slfV shr)r»k it yff as sh<‘ thuiight ot the news uf that day. 

‘ Is he a lion ? ’ 

' Of ?<3urso.’ 

‘ Well, I was thinking of him oiily as an unusual man.’ 
' He is, verv^ unusi^il. He 's a small rnan, but Iw makes 
small things seem nothings b\^ his interior greatness.’ 

‘ Yes/ 

‘ You felt that I ’ 

g^^^She* was rather j!j:artled by liis emphasis, by the way he 
Tnoyed, leaning ^to\vards her^^and sh<‘ fult immediately 
inclined to shrink bacl? into*resrrve. 

‘ I was taking it trorn you, Tlieo. I scarcely kneov Signor 
Pacci. But I think I should like to.’ 

Very^ well, iDoloretta. I wall try to get Iiim here.’ 

Thank you/ 

Sh^ is pf Roman breed at I believe,’ 


Ar^ how fvos the Princess ? 
Very pleasaht/^ 
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said Sir Th^iodore, rather thoughtfuUv, a wtoian to be 
trifled with.’ 

Ihhe was 'thinking about the IJfrficess’^ connection with 
CarcMi he^did nut say so. 

‘ 0h, by^the way,’ said^ Dolisres, as if suddefllv remember- 
ing ^smething. ’ The Princess surprised me very much by 
one tlung she told me. I don’t think it can be true ’ 

What wasit ? ’ 

‘ It wjas i^lxjirt the Ds'nzils.’ 

‘ The Denzils ! ’ said Sir Ths-rulore.* 

With A quick iiiMVcment la- lifted the book frbnx Ins knees 
and laiil it en the tabh.* beside linn, 

‘ What about the Denzils ? ’ he added. 

Tfie PuiH.s ss said she had h- ard tUd FnTjpcis W'on’t stay 
here inueh longer, that he is pfobably going to Municl;t'’as 
Biinister.^ Du yi.iu think thiTis can be anything in,,oit ? 
Surely we niust luue l»axrd of ib. But perhaps yoiWliave 
heard gf it V ’ " 

‘ Franeh— going to Muniehj ' said TJieodore. ‘ AljMird ! 
What will thev sav n< xt ? ’ * 

’ You mean that you kne.w it isn’t true ? ’ 

‘ Of course It i«n’t true. I ’ve never heard a word of it ’ 

‘ WDl, but ’ 

My elear 1 )ol< >r('tt.a, ask yourself, does ^xny one irr Rome 
know Francis as I do ? 

His deep Voice soilnded almost angry. She locked at 
him, aiiil it secim.sl to heb that she saw rescnteient shiniiiff 
in his eyes, 

‘ Can you conceive Francis telling sneh a thing to Princess 
Mancelli befisre he told jt to me ? ’ he contimsed. ’’^Let us 
be reasonablis, cweii in Itoine.’ 

‘ But, Theo — I iies’er s.aid-^ 

‘ No, no 1 But yon evidently thought i'^ possible.’ 

Scarcely ever before had rfolsfrcs If^ard him speak to her 
with such almost shaqs irritation. 

‘Of course if it had really been settled Fmneis wobld 
have told you before any one. He always 'puts you firsfei 
ftnd'he is such a loyal friend,’ she®said. 

Sir Theodore made no answer. He pulled" at hispbeafd, 
^d stared before him for » monIfeiTt, Then he got up from' 
pis chair. 
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' We 'rt dining Kf home to-night,’ he said,® ‘ Do you 
mind saying hal^asCi^ight instead of eight for dinner ? ’ 
‘Of course nof^ 

‘ DiS 'the Princess say how she liud lieard this absurd 
niftiour ? ’ 


‘ No.’, 

‘ Did ^he appear to believe it ? ’ 

‘ I fhihk she did.’ 

Sir Tfieodore uttered a half-miilllfd exelnination of con- 
temptuou.s impatienee'and went nut of tlw rnntti. 

Deili^^C!* knew very widl wIktc/ lie \vas gnir)g. He was 
going to the fiat ii>tlje Via Venti S. ttnnibre to find out the 
truth — andJor iihr, f<_)r her, as W( II as for hitnself. 

ghc rang tht bf il find jiyt off diniien till li:df-])ast eight. 
Th^n she went^to her iiedmnnn tnnk nff her liat and veil, 
an(h^^*r jacket, and rntumed tn tlv' dra\s’ing-rnniirt^ tn wa^ 
for Tiren’s rid:urn. ^he fn, ,k up iTie vnlunm'of Gngn] he 
had been studying, and sat d'0\'n \\her(.‘ h</ h.ati Ijern Gttirn^. 
She ^^It highly nerwnis and Imt sIk- fureed herself 

to sit still. 0[ij)nsite tn her \s:is tie* Li nb.ieh Jinrtrait of the 
old man with the heavily \ l ined faee and the jiinreinglv 
intelligent eyes. Tn-night t.hns.; cy, s seemed tn lie full id a 
tfialicious scrutiny they regard'd leT. Tin- original of 
^he portrait wu;* hing since dead, and Dnlnres knew it. 
Nevertheless she fe’-4 as if his,^aente n^nd, snuiewhere, must 
kriow all that wsks [>assing tlimue-h Ihts. this ew-ning, all 
of agitatii^n, •desire, nppnsiiiniu and fear. 

How she wished, '‘'■iiat Princess ManceUi 

had said about Detizil being remi)\-i.'d tn Mimieh might liie 
tnic 1 * Anc? l^et sornethiiyg within Jut fnnght against that 
■\}ish, strove to prevent that prayer. For she ln\ed Then 
^■nd hated to see Jiim suffer, even though his suffering was 
necessary* if she ^'cre to be r*-ricved nf her burden. And 
what a hea\y, almost crushing burden it had been 1 Then 
she^was selfish, she forgot to pity Then, and again she prayed 
that the Dertzi^ might go away, soon, very soon. 

It was just striking eij^ht o’clock when Sir Theodor^ re- 
entered the r<^m. Dolores cast a s\sift glance at his fac? 
and ki|^w. ^ 

‘ Have you bten out, Theo ? Ht ’s nearly time to dress.* 
Eidht o’clock;* 
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He looke<i mechanically towards th^locfc. Its delicrite 
chime died away. 

‘ "lies, I hae’e been out.’ 

Hd camo up to‘the hearth. She thought he looked 'almost 
defiant, and his voice wa*; unusually hard as he continue : 

‘ I^’ve been to the flat to ask Francis whether there was 
«nKy tfpth in that report about Munich. fedna was away 
at Frascati for the night with her mother/ 

There wa5 a dulihcrate carelessness in his way of speaking. 

‘ Was Francis in ? ’ 

‘ Yes.’" 


‘ And is there any truth in the Report V ^ 

‘ It^ca’ms th<T(‘ is/ 

There wits a pause. Th' ri D<.^l<ires sfad v 
‘ I-Lov vur}" odd (A Francis n<»t to let y<>u know/ 

‘ Old F¥anei^’ can keep a thing dark even ^rom liis ^md/ 
He st'vid frioking str, fight liefnVe hiyi at tlig frieze of the 
dan'‘/rg lx)ys. Tluai. turning, he said : 

' Princess Maner||i ga\'e yeft no hint <it all as do h(5^v she 
knew about this —this j^rojrrt ? 

' Nr>«e at all. She said sIf- luid tu rn playing bridge at 
the British Enil ViSSV. ' 


‘ She certainly <.*ai/t ha\s‘ heard of there. The reaaon 
I ask is that LVaiaas sbsaiu'd— in fact hu \N'as — verV much 
surprised and disgust^*^! at tlio j:hing havii^g got out. ^"’obody 
knew it, except, uf course, J/lua, aec<:»rdir^ to him/ 

Nob( )d\^ ! 

‘Except two or tjire<' in the iiiRer eirole who would 
never dream of talking. Not tluit the matter 's of particular 
importance. But hdaiivis didi/t ^vish anythiiTg^saidTilT the 
affair wjis settled.’ 


' And isn’t it settled ? ’ 

.Igain he glanced at her akmxt with si^picion.*' But she 
managed to ktok quite uneoncerne(^, controlling her ^eyes 
though she had perhaps not controlled her voice. 

‘ I ttiink Francis will go to Munich/ 

4s he spoke gloom oversprear^ liis face. For a momerft: 
fie had been thinking of his wife, obsening ^her, perhaps 
wondering about her. *Now he^ was concentrated ^ him- 
self. 

M^ey wiu pa ft amt IP« to Kom#/ Dolor^^ told: 
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, WLy'sh* said af^dhing so weak, so banal, ft) impotent, 
she didjnot kno\« V’^hout any volition of hj?rs it seemed 
as if th4 words fefl out of her mouth preposterously. 

‘ I cuDh’t know' about Rome. They will\)e a tt*rribl4 loss 
totis.’ \ 

Ther4 w'ere liyes now in his dark hjiehend, above \Thich 
the thiej^, silvered hair lay straiyhtly, almnst in slabsjt* 

‘ Fi^vi^is is my oldest friend. I can di ejp jn on him when 
LUke, talk to tiini as I can talk to no man.’ , 

' I know. Francis is such a ^<»o(l frllrov.’ 

• - 

There rt'al sympathy in tu'r \a>iee now. Never had 
she l3ecn secreytly •jeat of Drnzih Taitflv. indeed, slie 
had seen in»hini^i Imman harriisade ayamst a threaUning 
Jaqger. Agair#aftd .Tgam, ivluai she had lusai altaeked by 
the^cruel weapons (d jralousy, thk* thought of Denzil had 
a shield which she had la hi heforr h< T, afid whiicfl 
had defendecClier. ^ow wmld slu^^w genuincTy jealous of 
Edna Denzil when Denzil uas alwa\ss th'-re to be ^dofed by 
his w^e ar^ to be K'lved and^resprotksl by his friimd ? If 
Denzil were not there! D<*l<)r<'S had sonadimes imagdned 
a great change — Denzil rmiov* d. And tla n laT rnii^d had 
j^huddered. Emerging fr^m tla* spall of ttait imagination 
she had felt almost a*; if she ]o\wd Denzil simply laovTUSe he 
fisted* and couhimake la r fe< l by hi-^ iiau’e existence the 
absurdil^ of her jeal'^isy. 

‘ If he goes Rk>me will semi ve^^v diffcKiit to me,' said 
Sir Theod(^e* with a sort of drrj) almost morose mclaneholy 
that Dolores had ne\'(‘r before s<'en in kirn. 

‘ I know, I know. But, Theo, remumlier that it is only 

quit? laTiely have had i^daneis near you. For years 

My dear DoloreKa ! I had nn^ work then. Do remember 
t^t I And be6ideA\®I hadn't formed the habit r>f dropping 
in perpetirtilly on^raii^is. ^Ihrfiai^s you don't realise how 
much habit — especially happy habit — means do a man of 
I don’t know how I shall get on in Rome without 
bdancisd ^ ^ 

^Francis ! Francis ! Francis t Why did he not say ihe 
ruth ? Why* ^d he not say Francis, Edna, the childrea ?'^ 
That what he meant., ,That wa^ why he showed &uch 

jealous;? burned at the heart of 
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blighted b/ the words, more by the maR^er of her husband ; 
and yet her feeling of miscr}% of mipotnnee, and of tacit 
rejettion wa.s complicated by a J^satioii of genuine and 
Rlrnost nTaternat pity for the sorrow of the man she loved. 
She longed to put her arm round her husbanci's neck, to kiss 
himi to say, ‘ I kimw I I know I Ihit I Ti here. Can’t I 
^makekup ? Let me tr^n and oh, Thco, F t me— let me 
succeed 1 ’ How usrk.ss that would be. Her cjuick im- 
aginatir)n iiad visualised tlc^ situation, and had seen her 
husband gently — ( > 1 } yes, he wouM <]o it geiitlv — take her 
arm from his nsek vitli et patient air ; the j>atien^ air of the 
superior lieing wliosi^ cenii)lex fe<'lings aee b*‘ing compietciy 
misunderstood by tie; btang \\'ho is infen^w^ 

‘What did we c-sme ts) settje in Rxsnre f er ? ’ continued 
Sir Theodsae, ‘if not ts) be ^vithin reaeh of Franeis and 
^Ina ? 

‘ Prssple itre always R' iiig ehangecl aga.ut in, diplomacy/ 

W ifh all hor \m 1I Dolores stro\'e to speak naturally, quietly, 
icapers* tiially. 

Of Courses And I Van only wish this advaneement for 
Frances. I do wish it. Hut the chanees were that he would 
remain on here very riUK'h longer. He is ver\" happy in 
Rome. He 's still yimng. 'J'lisTr was (plenty of time. And 
Edna likes being leeir t" her nii’ther, ■\\'i'io is pernlanentlv 
settled, remember, at^Fr.-ise.-itj, Still, ^ course, allj?’rancis’s 
friends ought to. wish t^at h<‘ may get this step. Munich, 
too ! ’ 

Dolores knew tliat Jic w.as l>r< Kxling^'at this moment on the 
abrupt ending of liis own diplomatic career. He put both 
his hands on the stone .d tlw higli mantelpic6e‘' takfrig’'hold 
of the Ci'hiinns. His (.‘hm ik’ojipetl a little. For an instapt 

he looked almost nM. 

‘What a sslfish brute I <imj ’ he exdaimed,' lifting his 
head and letUng go of the stone. 

For a moment Dolores was tricked into belieUng th^t he 
was going to say something tender, unselfish Vo her, some- 
thing that would show a consciousness on his part of tfbr 
bitter pain of the woman— left out. But he added, ‘ I ought 
to rejoice in this prospect for pancis, and '1 simp^" can’t. 
My own loss dominates nfe, Wc0 1 ’ 

With a gesture which seemed to indicate profound aeM- 
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contempt, t)ut which had absolutely no referenco^to his wife, 
which might, inched, have been made by a man entirely 
alone, h^ abruptly wen^tit of the room. 

Dolores clenched her thin hands, pressed ^er lip:^ togRher 
and, aftier a, fnomeiit of stillness, during whick she was 
mentally staring at herself in* her life, as one might «tare 
through ’ a wandTjw at a w'oinan al>;ind( 'ned beginn^ig 
staiw^e^in an unfurnibhed ro(uii, sho went away to dress for 
the iete-a-tetr dfrtner witli d’lioo. 

Huw" plainly, hocv brlitally aliuobt, Theo wars beginning to 
show' hur lys feelings. Formerly either be had frit differently, 
or h^had been iar ^irore r<^^Jt/Kb‘nt, far nr >rr (airefub Perhaps 
since that oiitlru^t over 'Sevo h<- had b( < n eonscious of a 
sense of releas^n •It mas truo that tier, sil^aiee had closed 
again, that Theo had never restated the truth rd their 
mar?i^ life, ifut had he not bdcii moir- nlv iudifferenf 

in action ? ^,^ns lie not br-t'orning gitnlualh' eaitless, almost 

cruel in his behaviour? \\'as rr»t his jx-rpetual intereourse 
wRh trfie Dtnzils blunting liis *iative delicacy ? 

At this rnmnent the pri(h/ of ])(»lMfrs wars up m arms, and 
she began almost to hate Edna iJenzil. 

* My ow'n loss dominates me ! ' 

'She had pitied Th^sr^ she had felt tender over him. But 
now sh^ knew a sensation very strange to her, of hardness. 
!?he had met hard w'^anen in hca life ary.1 had uhvays secretly 
shrunk fTora them,. They had seemed to h<^ unsexed beings. 
Now she beg£Mr to understand tlwm.^ ddiey were w'omen who 
had suffered. They hSd the right to b^‘ hard, bitterly merci- 
less. In Marchesa Veirrsti’s drawing-room the attentive eyes 
of won^ften haiF detected a developna iit in Dolores of wdiich 
she herself W'as only conscious a,t this moment. And almost 
imlnedTiately she ^(^‘oiled from that conseiousncss. The 
^ softness within hej^ loved itself^ did not want to be hurt by 
change. She clung tolhe new' knowledge that the Denzils 
were going away from Rome. Once they were g()ne Thee^ 
VouTd be released from wdiat was becoming a thraldom, and^ 
she would be refeased from an obsession of jealousy that n^ust 
otherwise ruin her life. 

woulft soon be well. The I^enzils were going away 
from Rpme. Rc?jolutely" ste hugged that thought- She 
dared inoiutnt to rclv on life. 
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Sir Theo4ore made no further allusion to the Uenzils and 
Munich that evening. At dinner h^ Gainfully and kindly 
mt^e ’ eoiAersation to DCilores. ' 

T^ev had conie to that, to the ‘ making ' of conversation. 
She felt as if she sa-vv,J:he first stoius of a ‘wall, very low 
as y^X, but solid, between them. 

^ But the Den/.ils were going away, and then all would be 
as it had been. That eendition of things was imperfect. 
For there vas tne terrible gap iir their married, life caused by 
childl ussness. 13ut n^w, looking back, it seemed to Dolores 
as if she and The<d liad Ix^m wondkofully happy in t/?ie days 
before they eaine to live in Ibane.i 

Once the Denzils \vfr<‘ gonu they \sould/kmew that happi- 
ness. For ^hk‘ lovt'd Th(‘o, and she be-'ievd> indeed she felt 
sure, that he still kos tl Iut ; not as he had once loved her, 
ki eager lu'ipe, in a glorious uxp<-<'tati<>n, but nevertheless as 
he lo\s:‘d no otlu.T \v< )man. 

And tliat was trur, d<‘spite tlu' traitorccis thought which 
had conu' into hi^ niind at tvilight, when he saw' tic, little 
Viola nestlr Il.t fau.j tliat was beginning to smile against her 
fathcr'^s shoiili.k.-r. 


CHAPTF.R X 

Three weeks later a tall, eb an-shavon, middle-aged man, 
with a ruldieund, lait njttu i’ sad face, and snav-wiiioe hair, 
was opening a letter reeuixpd by that .morning s post at 
Ills se>htarv liri akfast-table in a house in Cavendish SqutCIP:?, 
lyondon. The lk‘tt(T was 'rom Lady Sig^jah Ides, and the 
middle-aged man was her firother-lndaw', Doctor Merv^yn 
Ides, one of the best-knowm throat specialists in England. 
In > 'ears gone by, before he had devoted himse^ exclusively 
to the treatment of the throat, Doctor Ides had been -a 
.general practitioner among the "English colony in Rome, 
and, like most people,^ had succumbed to the spai of the 
city of fountains. Perhapg he whiild never have folloVed his 
Ral bent, and established himseR in gloomy London, par* 
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haps he ’wuld have been kept for ever by the fascination of 
Itdy, and bty|p contented in e< aaparative obscurity, if 
it had. npt been for a'yyat son'(ov wliich ovi^rtook him in 
Rome? He fell deeply in love vith one t)f his ;^atie'^ts, a 
young gi^l beljiiging to a great Italinn family, and she fell^ 
in love ^tith him. Ibr ])art‘ifts would imt consent t<^ their 
marriage^ forbarie Doetur Id<\s t() eomc t<> the house, ^and in 
a very ^ort time rnarrird their danglitor to a di.^sipatt?(T 
youn';^ Keap<;)litan, vith a ti1Io and a fortiiiie which he was 
rapidJy gambling away. So lie* doctor was still a bachelor, 
his ha^r was prematurely ulnt'O and he worked® as some 
of liis cofleagues halt envir.usly said, ' like ono ])ossessed by 
a devil.’ Butrhe^iad neear forg<dt< n Uoine, and his few 
months of KaTyiT^’e by a glrbs dark eyrs. AnJ evmi now, 
in Jiiis middle age. he coukt never tliink of Rone' vitliout a 
thrjll at tin; In^irt \vhieh made luin fe( 1 strangely V'Cing ; ^a 
thrifi^in whicli the renn iiibrane** o^ intense joy was united 
with the ren\fnibrai?s? yf sorrow nr»t less intense. 

Oi^ this^morning Jie ha<l t<> go out at ten o’eWck to per- 
forirt a difficult operation, lie lo(ffi( d at his watch, as lie 
laid down Lady Sarah’s letter. LIc.m he ate a Vat (A toast, 
^Llien he tn(sk up the letter one<' more. Ai^l as he r-^-read it 
he dreamed. And in his di^ am he walk< d beiuath tall 
pine ti'ces, and do\toi ('ypr< ss aveimes. And he heard the 
^nusic that was fo him as in* other ninsw, the soft s<jng of 
the foiIfTtains of R(s?lie rising np m th? golden sumnn.'r, when 
Italy at noojiday sleeps under a ra^)ture of ffiue. 

He wa? geang to a short holiday. ITis sister-indaw' 

pressed him to spend it with Ict in Rome. 

Sin«e hc^ Und left Italy, aft<‘r his sr»rrow, he had never 
had the courage ty) obef his longing and to return to it; 
'^rhtfps he would yot liave had ttie eeairage now, but for a 
•tTifling c^cumst.^Lce whieh oeewrred as Iw left his house to 
perform the operatioii? IirtliTs fog two Italians were passing 
by with a piano organ. When tiny saw tlie doetor they 
st(!f^ped, ar*d, snuling, liegan to play. And the tune they 
♦played was cfrie which he had perpetually lieard in the 
streets of Rpme, 

Hc^ausecl by his motor car and listened. Then 
gave Italians a shdljing, 'into his car, and drove 
aA^ay to the tLUf$^g home in Henrietta Street where hii 
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patient ■^eis anxiously waiting for him. He hod decided 
to ‘ take his courage in bolh hands,’ and to spend his holiday 
in Rome. T]iie dark-cycd girl was mother of a family 
now, (and probably no longer slim and intense, with a'glance 
to WiU;e ifp all the sleeping romance and degire of a man. 
And his hafr was white ! " should he not go* to Rome ? 

Not many morninjL,^s later he saw the acqueducts against 
S.he pate sunshine of dawn in the Campagma, the shepherds 
in their sheepslons and hea\w cloaks, with their white dogs 
beside them, staring at the pas’-ing tniin, the snow-crowned 
Sabine noiuntains. As he walked aeross the -Piazza delle 
Tcrme to the Grand lintel he heard the song of the' fountain. 
And he said t'd himself the word \vhieh 'stilt meant to him 
how mueh mnre than any nthur wnrd— ‘ rjdme ! Rome ! ’ 

Lady Sarah and hu weve grett fnends. Each knew of, 
and comprehend' d, tlie snri;(.)ws bravelv" borre of the otlier. 
fh e doetdr had im int'‘nti<ai sd g-^^ng into sneiety dunb^ his 
short, stay i;? Italy, lb’ meant t<.) spn/id hisS^ime quietly, 
seeing ( urv7 mnre sniic’ nf the many things hr harl cared 
abo’hc in former daws, quid i'h the cnmj)aninnship of his 
Sister-indaw, and two nr threw nid Italian acquaintances. 
The pafiorania n( tdie gaudy and social life of the city would 
be spread nut lief-a’e him ua<;h eveiiiiig in the restaurant 
and hall nf tlie (irand ILde], if he ‘(‘hose to go down 
t:»r.k at it. If hr did imt choose he' could go off in 
morning elntlu s and eline w r[h Ladv^kSarah at ar certain 
restaurant in tie Ada <l<lla'krner, uIutc thn'ioo<i was excellent 
though the He*nr was sanded, and w he^fc an old waiter, with 
the manners of an aff- etie aiate ambassador, dealt tenderly 
\dth every whim. ^ 

On his first ew ening in i\nme he ir.vited Lady Sarah to dine 
wdth him at the (iraiieh 

She was imt spe cially feuidgjf Rome's tbdi smart hotels, the 
Grand and the Excelsior, btd, -nevevthel?ss, she was not 
averse from having now and tlu n what she called ‘ a peep 
at the twentieth centunvg’ and as this particulijg p>eep was 
to be shared by her broth(/r-indaw, she felt certain she woul4> 
enjoy it. 

‘ Would you believe it, Sarah, if I told you, 1 feel almost 
nerv^ous ? ’ said Doctor Lies, as t^jiey sat down at tJh^^ table 
against the VralL ‘ Fifteeii yesi^ since I was here, yon 
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know. And even perpetual glanng down^ humanity’s 
throats hasn’t quite killed the romanee in me.’ 

He upfolded iis naj^n. As he did so band struck 
up a <feke-walk. lie wrinkled liis foreheack 

* I ’npa little afraid,’ he conf< ssrd. 

He l(X>ked round over the rtirong (»f diners. 

‘ No one I •knrov, exempt —is that Princess M:^nce]li ? 
Yes, it . must he, aral still verv' attractive. Her fyes 
unm^sti^ablci’ 

‘ In that curious red gown ! \h s, it is shea If you Te 
afraid of R#me, Mer\'vn, you ought t<) de) as I do.l 

WWhat is that ? ’ 

' Live chietL^ in tlie by-wavs. I very seldom come here.’ 

‘ Too rntTch^xi^ewyillv about it ? 

For me. I heard a^ -^rnart y- aifig married English-’ 
wqman the other day saying towi Ivoman — You have (‘oy^n^ 
on out here. If \'ou k(‘' |^ it ujy in |hree or four years people 
will be as relldy to ^onc* to R<.>nio in spring as they are to go 
to ALonte Carlo.” ’ 

‘•And w'hat wvas the reply ? ’ 

Madame, croyrz moi, rasus e(jmnKTieons A peine I ’ 

The doctor sighed. 

‘ Yet y(.)U ad\ is<.(l me to come.’ 

‘ I.’rn afraid I \v.^s a little bit selfish, Merywm.’ 

His face softefi' d. 

‘ AiiS besides R^me can +)e so nlanv things,’ continued 
Lady Saral^. ‘ To you aiel nn* it.^’Aill mTe.r bf* Monte Carlo. 
And we^>hall not Ijt^lea’e wle n tie* world l)e(‘onn.'S one va.st 
casino and factory^ r(jlh d into one. •R<>me is ad'sralde stilJ, 
and gloriqu;^, and tomiiing and intimat*.^ still. And then 
there is alwaays the Canf[»;igiia.' 

Y' ‘ Pacci’s eabbai^? patch, as I heard a Yankee once call it. 

• Is Paoci^just the^same as ever ^ 

‘Just as deep, arfl ju.^t ;ts incoherent — not in mind of 
course. I met him three days ago.’ 

^ On th# Via Collatina ? Or under one of the Fede 
cypresses ? ’ 

‘ In a drawing-room 'm Palazzo Barbcrini.’ 

‘ hjot placing the lion wdio is roared after ? 

‘ N^t playing anything^ Drinkihg his milk and sugar, and 
rfuxsihg on CinAco d’Ancona, Khagavad-Gita, and goodness 
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knows what^ besides* as he did when you felt pilses and 
looked at tongues from Porta Pinciana to Monte Savello/ 

‘ Thank heaven I can enjoy Ror^i^^ln pe^ce now. This is 
the fi^t time I hm'e ever had a lioliday here.’ 

' That will make it new to you* Merv}m.’ 

Mofe people (eirne in and m,ide tlu ir way to their tables* 
conseipnsly, while tlajse aheauiy seat^o,! stared at them in 
ftie pechliarly savage ^vay of whieh only the highly civilised 
have the secret. ^ 

' Do you know many of them ? ' a^ked the doctor of Lady 
Sarah. 

She glanced rieund the l)ig white room. 

‘ A few — and more by sigtit.’ 

' \Mle) ’s the man eitting next tn Prit^oes/Af^incelli ? ’ 

' I dr)n’t kiirtw liiin, or wle> Iw 
He looks as if ho h:id* Ix'on steadily ;tnd jX)werfully 
squeezed* un^l all the kipdly juicer of hninanity had ruh out 
of him.^ And now ho is ns dn^ as a /ev/?^v/e eAs/i^'do’ 

‘Yes. Ll^t^'i'e is soinelhing ahnost alarming in lus apcjcar- 

anceg • 

At this rneariont Monteluaiia e for it was he, slowly turned 
Ids strange eves upon T>ady Sarah and tho doctor. 

‘He felt Wo Were sp- along of him,’ o})S(Tved the latter. 
‘He’s evidoiitly ])resor\ad soinething sCmitive, one. spark 
perhaps in tho imdst of tin- eslirsd 

‘ It ’s a t<‘rriblo faeo/' said Itidv Saraft. 

Princess Mamo lh s[)ok<*1o M( nlebrfiias, who ceased fronT 
regarding thorn. 

‘ Have you nolieed, Alan watehing a crowd like this, how^ 
the sad faces outnumb< r tla^ lia}')py ones ? ’ said the doctor. 

'I think we see by oiir own light. If it’s a flickering 
taper it gives ewsrytliing rathm a ghastly^ look/ 

‘ And yours, Sally ? 

‘ It ’s inclined to Ihekor, but Ptry \o keep it steady and 

bright.’ 

‘ I ’m sure you do. But I don't know^ that I quite agfee 
with your definition of human observation. A doctor at* 
fate ought to train himself tiR he possesses the seeing 

> 

* That perceives what you c^tean, Othout beifig in- 
fluenced by his oyn tenipexam^t and predlspositipo'’? 
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Well, I ’ll grant you this : I believe if >*ou and I 

were obliged to deduce the characters and circumstances 
of these people aibout i^^rom their faces you ■j'ould be right 
* in mofe oases than I.’ 

‘ Well, but-^wuiiiairs iiitiiiti'dii ? 

She shiiled. 

‘ I \V(:juld ba(4: mysulf Mgainst most mun. But you spend 
your days in summing puoplr ujd, and I think you \v(fre bcfrfl 
cleat^sighted. ♦ My Dnd: always said -o/ 

' Dicli thouglit too jiiu<‘h <*f im d 

‘ I 1m: had livud t(> set- yowr siao'cssos. 

music ceasfd f<>r a momrnt, and tlm peculiar roar — it 
was ud^ore thaifn lium— of talking humanity seemed suddenly 
to spread ftito^g^ th^j; restaurant like a ] •< aa’ohiti yg tsde. 

‘Here's a l)jg party e<«ming ml’ oaid tlu' doctor, who 
\va^ amused b^ the show, tie ai wit, as he watelied it, he felt^ 
very Tar awaiy from tie- B^ane h'.* ha^l known and f>\’(’d. 

Alnadst in'1:he middle of fh<^ I’estaiira nt, amf not fur from 
theri^, wv^s a gre.it o\'al tahk- de(’orat< d wUlk masses of 
daf^tdils, am<»ng whieh were eoncei^k (.1 eleeti’ie lights covered 
with pale yellow' silk. A stis am of ]»<■(. ph; llowcd in towards 
it, talking and smiling, and nodding t'd a^a jyaintanec? as they 
passed slow'ly kietwccii tlie ia]»h.s. 

Twv) or tliree of them gi' ctcd Lady Sar.di. Tliey ar- 
ranged themseh\‘S round tie’ daffodils, ftsrming a human 
chain, seemed, tVimprisoirtlie sprhig, k st it slasuld lightly 
laugh and evade them. 

‘ Who^are they alV ’ asked th<; doetur. ' Tlie face of that 
vety tall man seems familiar to me.’ • 

‘ He ’s Theodore Caimynge.’ 

‘To be sure. I attend'd hiiu once when he was an 
fitadie at the British Ihubas^y here. Is his wife tliere ? ’ 

Lady Sarah pfafited out iJo^ires. Doctor Ides looked at 
her but made no ori^iment. • The giver of the dinner was 
Counteas Boccara, w ho had let her misehiev'cnis temperament 
its f^ng. She had gathered t<,>gether tlie ('annynges, 
the Denzils, Gesore Carelli, liis iiirdheT, Princess Carelli ; tw^o 
striking, but rather stariling wmmen who had recent]}^ come 
over^^o conquer Rome from Monte Video, and who wer^ 
report^ to be richer than the richt:st heiresses of the United 
buL’stgOf ,uxU^ wAre married ; bhree or four 
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smart youpa Italian aristocrats of highly inimmmatory 
icnij>cramenL, especially when exotic good looks were framed 
in a golden fmreole ; her husban<^l,/Bnd d Scotch woman, 
whom she thought as absurd as a wild boar, but ‘whose 
jgranite-like beauty he professed to admire. r And at the 
last nioment — why, perhaps, rdie herself hardly knew — she 
had added GiosuC Paeei t* ) her caravansery^. She had met 
Kifn at 'che Caiiiiyiiges. Perhaps she th*>ught him different 
enough from her usual intimates to be chic ‘A’hen in their 
midst, like the touch of black that makes of an ordinary 
coloured gowm a ' creation.' 

Why Pacci had a(Ma |)ted her i mutation she could ^ot 
conceive. Put in (cir (.lis ams do \vc not accept all manner 
of prefKvstepous pr< )pr>siti< »ns ? { 

' Pacci in that guhAe I ' murmn>ed Doet^sr Ides, perceiving 
^the histisrian who was goring at th<‘ pog'-ant cA daffodils ^yith 
his inn<:>ceht-l(')( »king eves. ' And fhis is the Tiisoroim-cnio ! ^ 

‘ If you want to understand it still meVi’e eompletsdy,’ said 
Lady Sarah,, smihng good-liumouredly, }'et speakyjg W'dh a 
touch of satire, 'you should go to-morrow morning to'the 
Sala Piehetti.’ 

' WhaV happen^ there, Sally ? ’ 

‘ Princes and senators tumble dow n. They are all learning 
to skate on rollers. Lat<T vw tlwre are* going to be ^roller 
skating parties in soirje of the <jld [)ala<’es.’ 

' Autres temps, autreS vioeiin ! ' said^the doctor, **takmg 
refuge in a piatitdde. ' Suppress me, Sally, rf I become 
bromide.' 

He devoted himself t<s his dinner. 

After a moment he said : 

‘ The daffsahl party interests me.'^ 

‘ Does it ? Jubt now' you spoke of seeing many sad faces 
in such [)Iaces at this. Can you pick me out the tjvo faces 
of perfectly hajjpy people in the daffodil party. There are 
tw'o ? ' 

‘ Perfectly happy ? ' said Doctor Ides, with ar.gentle iLi- 
creduhty. 

‘ It seems impossible. And yet Ic really believe 1 am not 
ctaggerating.’ 

Doctor Ides looked slcNvIy roui^d'the circle of taUang 
people, 
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‘ Pacci perhaps is Number One,’ 

‘ Oh, Pacci I I had forgotten him. He may be perfectly 
liappy , but 1 cannot oi him. He is too evasive tot me.’ 

‘ Tli^e are two otiiers I ’ 

Aftei a np'rmite or two he said : 

‘ That lady in green and uliite, perhaps ? ’ 

‘ Yesj she is tne. Edna Dcn/.il, is her name. Noj\’ — the 

O t f • • 

uincr : > 

There was A Inng pause. Then Doctur Ides ^aid : 

* I cannot find him.’* 

' ‘ Hc^w doVou know it is a man ? ’ 

‘< 3 ecause it^is rod any (.me of th<,‘ women.’ 

' x\nd the little hxiy in y(.Ho\v?' said Lady Sarah, in- 
iicating Coimt^b^ 

^ No woman can be p<‘rf<^tly li;ip])y with such a waist. It ' 
s fi^^iolh'gieiflly impossible. A\’hi(.'h man is it? One 
.hose Italian \S)uths, n<d d<>ubt. Ihit \\hieh ? ’ 

Jt is that man with the big fortdK.aidd said Lady Sarah, 
Jpa^^ng l^cr br<jth(^r-in-la\v att'mti* >11 t(d Franris Denzil. 

I?oet(.>r Ides looked steadily at Limzil. 

‘ Are you astonished ? ' asked Lady Sarah at length. . 

‘ WhJ is he ? ’ 

■^The husband of the perfectly happy woman.’ 

‘ IFrn ! ' ^ * 

The doctor contmued ti> l)(..k at Denzil fixedly. Appar- 
ently tffe happy ^rnm interested him* As he did imt speak 
Thady Sarat^went on talking, and®ga\ e hnn a brief but yery 
sympatlictic sketch #f the Denzil v/th/eee. 

‘And now, to crown e\'er\ thing/ she concluded, ‘he is 
goin^to Atmich as Minister. It was made public yesterday. 
And he is only al^out fefty.' 

A^ain there wa^a silence. Then Doctor Ides said : 

‘ Why, does 1 :^’ put his lips^so close to the faces of the 
v^omen on each side'^of 111111^/ They surely can't both be 
deaf.’ 

' Oh no,« That is only because he ’s had a bad cold. It 
has almost tdken away his voice.’ 

'Ime doetpr withdrew Sis eyes from Denzil and fixeef thfm 
upon^Jps sisk^r-in-law. 

* CMIds are going abon^ in Rome this year/ she added. 

^ ‘ Ah 1 * saiti th€^: doctor. 
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* What^s the matter, Mervyn ? ' 

‘ Nothing, Sally/ 

He paused, tthcn, as if speaking^\yth a slight effort, and 
not quite naturallfr^ he continued : 

‘ It was* always so. When the spring coBies in Rome 
greets her wth a sneeze. Yhat^sneeze at least is not banished 
amid all the changes. What do you think Of this plat ? I 
cft'flere(5ht specially. Can you guess what it has in it ? ’ 

‘ There seems suggestirai — it is as if a fairy oystef had 

glided by wlien it was being eex^ked.' 

‘ And had been [)'‘rsuaded to je.in the company ^of in- 
gredients. You might have been an epicure, Sally. ¥ou 
have a sensitive palate.’ ^ 

The doctor k< [,t up th<^ conver. . l^it^it had ceased 
to be quite intimate', (piiti.' eass^^oing. Lady Sarah woji- 
Me^ed why the sight (.d lYaneis L)< nzil hart affeetc^ ^^ler 
brother-inriaw's s])ir]t..^ Th<“ t\'^) ni<;M \wTe ij<»t even 
acquaintances. hJnt pallia] )s she \\a^ astrSy. Perhaps 
Denzil had Scathing to do withjthe aluujd depressjon ^ylioh 
she Ti^'ined beneath the d<'etor's iiow rather unusual 
animation. 

' When^hey hady inislwd dinner he said : 

' Shall we have eadfee in the hall ! 

‘ I never take it. I ’m afraid of lyiiig*awake at niglit.’ 

He looked at her with sympathy. 

‘ I know. The besirf;'ing mefnories. to-nighW must 

ave it. And we ban loo^ at the cr(swd. I be^^eve I have 
le boy in me still. It quite amuses n^ .’ 

* L<.‘t us go and take fip a good pijsition/ 

They went out, and sat down at a little tablt; yi thti hall, 
on the left just below tlie st' ps. ♦The doctor ordered his 
coffee aifd lit a cigar, 

' Tliis is holiday-making wideed,’ he saVl, leanyig back* 
in his deep annehair. ' lint Pam so flnaccustomed to holi- 
days that I haVei/t quite got into the right frame of mind 
yet. I don’t feel desultory enough.’ 

‘ Wait till you ’ve had a day in the Campagifa.' 

‘ I "U get a motor, Sally. We ’1> go to Capr^rola, or by 
iMtano and Velletri to beautiful Ninfa, vath its^tower above 
the water, and on to Serthoneta. ^Trat do you say f * 

I fihould iQve it/ ^ 
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‘ Since, biiey had left the dining-room he had rAurned to 
his former manner. Nevertheless Lady Saralf had a con- 
Wetion that he was on w^ateli, that liis mir\^ was working 
on a itn^ of thought not connected with w^at he was saving. 

A little wegnan in a tight mauve gown, and ts^earing au^ 
immenSie l^aok hat, \Mth it pailaehe of mai_fsT feathers 
which i^rountec^ t' wards llic ending, as if dr-sirous of transla- 
tion, ampeared at tla* t<*p of tlu' str|>s fallowed by 
men* oi)\hous4y Jews, Vrry slowly, walkmg from the hips 
and looking insolent, and dull, she dese<[i(lrd*and moved, 
like oye in a proeessiMii, t<.> a table nr)t far off. 

‘•Grand M arnier ! ' she observed to (»ne < J the men, as if 
speaking to aVla\vs 

Tlum sittin|f ^ow^^,„^^id dra^ving tie* tail oj liur gown 
ayound her fe- J, she l>e(“;ane absoliit- ty exjiressionless and« 

rey^ah^d silent. 

‘ Dhricult to believe t^<_re is a soul beneath That hat*! 
said the doctor. ILae e<aia s \i K.- M ajao.Tli ! What a 
diffyeno(^ ! ’ 

"^Betw'cen the hat an<l ilu* tiramje Darned 

The Princess passed willeait serinfr tli' in. Slie w'As talk- 
ing to Montebruno and sonu' Russians w 1^.. belong*^! to^ker 
party. She put up <*u<.‘ hand t<) ilie vehag strap wdiiei^ 
coveied her w'hite ?h'>ulder, and gesticulat'd with the other, 
which held a snndl painted fan. 

‘ HoT^ beautifufV slie wdks!' sflid the doetisr. ‘After 
*all these y^arrs f remenilaw her “.Nav of'walkiiig. She is a 
wonderftillv attracWve w'()nian, though, of eoursfc she has 
aged. And her expression lias (‘haiig'd a gs^od deal, I 
think.’ ^ , 

‘ Htus it ? In w hat \^av V 

« 

‘ It seems to me full of dnillusion. She us( d toJook like 
u. conqueror, buf a very thorou^^b-bred on^s' 

Over the bright i/>s<'-0)loflred <‘arpet there was a rustle i 
of trailing gowms. Groups formed about Hie many tables, 
VTomen^ siieathed in their clothes, with their hair arranged 
in hea\^ ma^es that looked like caps pulled dowm over their 
ears as if tp shield them from frost-bitu, gazed into the eyes 
of tlj^jQQen ^ho accompanied them, searching for admiratioi^ 
comment, the discrirain^ing praiSe of the ardent masculine 
. wth whift) beards, sat dpvyn to a game 
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of 6ca.rt4'in a corner. As they examined their o'..,rds, with 
pursed lips they pushed up their big cigars, looking at the 
aame time wi^^' and morose. An ,p^Timensely stout German 
lady, with a topknot of straw-coloured hair that seefned to 
be trained o\'cr a hidden mushroom, uttered cS loud ‘ es ist 
VrirkJiuh v.Tind'‘rschV)n ’ a red-necked man, wh(.)se 

head was the crikjur of ash, as she thr^'w cisuftplacent glances 
Atinind her. A large group of South Americans, wath 
lustrous, unmeaning ey<‘s, and conipk.^xions douched with 
yellowy looked like perfectly self-possessed exiles as they 
stared atyill these people, wh(»se names even w^tire unjenown 
to them. Then tle^y glanecd at their own fine jewels, 
elaborate gowms, and sjuarkling rings, ana sp('ke tr»gether in 
Spanislu On(‘ of thean said, in a '''d^nd^vct sleepy voice : 

^ No hay qiu* d' eir, liijita, mas siaermosas son las ChilenapS.’ 

A Persian frrirn thr* Ministry in the \ha Vf.rese lce;^e^(^i, at 
her wath seereti\'e eyos, as he wauitj^y tsovards the outer hall, 
walking genlly and <jui(‘kly in his patent leather shoes. 
Presently a^, crowd of mm, nearly all ef them elderly^ and 
expressive, some v<.‘ry rPJ anel almost tragieally thoughtful- 
looking, ajge.-ared at the top of the steps, where they stood 
for a nvinutc* talking together, aiui glaneing down at the 
“butterflies wii(»S(^ bright eyes were turned curiously tow^ards 
them. A murmur r>f : ' Th<.‘ Belgian I^Iission ! Mactizclli 
has been giving a dinner f<:>r thmi ! ’ went through the room, 
as the grey and whitediaired diplomats, Courtiers, pilhticians 
and litterateurs ratliur h ‘sitatingly descunded and made 
their w^ay to a great eireh' «>f em[)t\' chaTs arranged round a 
circle of coffee cups aiid liqu<‘ur glasses. They sat down, 
perhaps with the int^ nti'sn of diseussing great fiff^irs. , But 
the presence of the biitterlhes evid'Xitly distracted them not 
a little. They hxTed distrait, and yvt intent, almost libe^ 
boys gazing through the biafs of a grill^ into a garden of' 
Paradise. When they had finlshod thVir cu*ffee twaa or three 
of them got up wiguely. Others followed their example. 

A handsome young under-seerttarv' spoke into the ear' of 
one of them, a veiw^ old bald-headed man, ^ who nodded* 
emphutically in response. The secretary took him gently 
Jpy the arm, led him up to a beautiful Roinan a,nd preji^nted 
him. Tlien the spell wa5 broken,^ and the butterflie^^came 
into their own, Wliite-hefired aryd wrinkled difltinctioh, 
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learning, t^nd power devoted themselves to the C<er\dce of 
charm, and the two vanities of the intellect^ and of the 
epidermis — or w^as it of the soul ?— softly flattered 

» each ^tfler. ^ 

‘ Theidaffo(^ils are th<* la^t to come,’ said the doctor. 

' Do yoif‘ care to know aiyy of them, Mer\yn ? ’ asketf 
Lady S(irah. 

She looked at him with a CfTtain <.|M-n (Oiriosity. d^erlnrpJ^ 
it wae that Iriok whi(‘h determined him to : 

‘ \ es* Sally. If Vjjii ha\'e an < .pportunite^ you might 
introduce n^ to the hap|\yVnan.’ 

jy^e tlfought she deteetr'd a nuaiu'r- of almost sad irony in 
his voice as h(-!>sp(fke the^linal words. 

‘ D() y o u* rn c^i i W: 1 1 at d(^uht- ’ slu' began. 

‘No, no. But, if yr>u i^ant anothei bromide, remember^ 

the “ G^ll thou no man happy till ” ’ he broke oUr 

‘ xAm iherc they C(.»me ! ’ Jie said. 

A table etese to#where they wete sitting h?id been kept 
for the Cc»untess B<)(;*eara’s j')artv, whieh now^ c?4^,ie down the 
step^ ancf n'iiiigl<*d with grt^iips in the inmirdiate vicinity. 

Countess Boecara wars in gay spirits. (_)nl\' that morning 
her dressmaker had iriformed her that h ( t waist %\as still 
shrinking. Sevente<‘n in(‘h< s s<‘rm<al to ulnajst witliiiC 
her r^ach and luT^misehi^wa .us dinri'T had Ixmui a success. 
She knew' well tliat evcrylxsdy had born talking ab<sut her, 
and it.-^x\nd the ^^inorlli Juid born^sitting just o[)posite to 
KTesare, who had bc-en plaeaal b<“si(^:‘ Ladv Cannwjgo. Neither 
the Princes? nor Ces^re had slwovn a tra<‘‘e of < rnbaiTa^sment, 
but the Countess had a ctsmfe.rtablr and tlaaough knowledge 
of h^ sex^ ^ She knew' very well what ‘ Cara Lisrtta ’ must 
have been feeling. As Cesare, \he wavs ol)lig('d to confess 
t^) herself that she did not (juite understand him. So far 
this season he hAc?not made hynsulf <‘orjspieuous with Lady 
Cannynge or waTh aiat one c>^e. Since the day of her little- 
diAner for the most beautiful pers(,»n in Uome she was not 
a\tare of ^ny crescendo. And at this moment Cesare was 
sitting down Ly one of the suIti:w'deX)kiiig w'omen from Monte 
Video, while Lady Can^^iynge was talking to the ‘old lady 
who knows^ Rome.’ Countess Bocca,ra acknowledged*' t^ 
hersQf that the old lady managt'd to look quite passable, 
ifrtn father dktinguisheS, in tAe evening, Th^ mixture of 
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amber artd white in her curiously arranged, or disarranged, 
hair was cih'tainlv novel and effective. But why should 
Dolores Cannyngu— — ? 

At this [)( )ifit jrj, the Countess's reffeetions she was edeireled 
by ys)Uiiy iiu/n and bryan t<t think of herself. 

Me anwluie, Ladv Sarah Ir'ai introduced Jier brother-in-Jaw 
to the C'annvny' s and tlie D<'nzils. Sir Theodore rernem- 
txo'f'd Kim at oiu'e, and kept liim f(sr a few minutes in a 
CL»n\a.Tsation th;^ took llmm l^aele t<> ' tie- old days ’ of a few 
years ayo. Then Lndv Sarali dohb^'ratoly br(»ke in, and 
engaged §ir Thoodor<‘\s atte ntion. Den/il \vaSp<drese to the* 
dewtor, and at tie* moment was speaking te> no onc.^ A 
waiter came uj) vil li a pih* of ei g i r l.t )xes oii a sfd\'er aiiel lifted 
the lid of the box oil 1 he top < t (hrg^^a;-, ing a row of 

: fat yeltsw-tirown ]ra\;innas. w en/Tlstai’ed at them ftjr a 
cmom(‘nt, th< n slm..]: hw liesil. The w;i iteV' w a.a wlj^>ut te) 
ojSen anotlier box when 1 )- n/il eai(j_ almost in a wliisper : 

' Pas de ciSarrs ! ' * 

d'e‘j,iot a sniolaa’ '? ' s.iid l)oet>a' Id-'S, 

They ws-re standing. Tli<io'\\(Te t\No arriK'hairs clos»e to 
th<*m. As lie sp. .ko tlio (k wl , a* sat down and 1 imzil followed 
hi^ example, \vli^ilt‘ tie* w;iit<T ^^<nt off. gliding with a 
■'pra(dis(al agiliiv among tie* mult itinh's of poMjjle and table's. 

In soUh' liiddmi pke*r n-sar tie- t<»p of the steps a jiewly 
arrived Ifimgarian ( as •! i- sf m brgan to p*iay. (due \de)lin 
soared abo\(‘ tlw Tost, eh‘li\ <'1 ie,g with ^eoi(mate S^itimelit 
a melody that sngg ‘lod natno' ravag'd by bom. ManV 
leads turia'd towards tie* stairs, and ^many convArsations 
ceased f( )r a na ate'iit. ‘ 

A foiiiiiiine' \e iie(‘ saiel : 

' IIow’ (b ligditfiil ! Soinr (sne ks given Seliizzi a bottle of 
champagne. \l< \ beginning really to phi\a De)nT you fci/1^ 
how it geM'S to til* s])me Y 

‘ I 'in afraid I ge nerallv' snaSee J:oo VnmdiV Dciizil said, in 
reply to the doctor's (gaol a. n. 

lie prv'sscd his fe( t on the* carpet and moved his chhir 
close to the doctor's. 

' Yhu must forgive my croaki n|t- I ’ve caught a cold 
it 's settled in my throat.’ 

* A nuisance ! 

‘ Yesd 
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He leafted to the doctor to make himself heajd. 

‘ I shall get off to Frascati for a change in three days. It \s 
extra^rdinanr" air up th^ij^. It ought to Mowfill this le ^arse- 
ness aAvky. I should go to-n\orro\v, laatmiy little son has 
his birthd;jy •on Thursday, and uo arc going to havig 
festi^dti^s.'’ 

He smiled, htsing Ins lix< d l<»ok. 

' IF )\V old IS he ? 

' On Thursday lie uill he niu'*/ 

'At that period #)f ]if<' hnilidays are alniosl t'.rrilic 
occasi^aijp. •You ha\<'nT s. rn a doeOn' for y-.iir e^ld ? 

'•Oil n<j. It wasn't Avo ith uiiii.',’ 

' You hate h's pr-shahha Is td.-it it ? 

' I ha\^e n(‘ ni dodges/ 

' Pr idueps y( Ml know \ < I't Ii1 1 !'■ akoiil n ^ ! ' 
iJ^^p^rTsi eofff*\ss I hr iM.'rii Incky s< . f;o'. Siner I was :T 
brat I hw' ne\au luiown ^*li;it it \'>;^s tr [<■. 1 ;in^a(dir or pain. 
By Jcua.a I wish I (tnild lia\'e a <‘ig:ii’/ 

Wgit<T \NitUtlio pilr ls( \cs w;i. a ga 1 ]') 0 S S 1 [1 g Il'jt^ir 

for*off. 

' l)oetord Deiizil 3id<I< d lindal\a dwll \ ou allow nie to 
call y«.»u in ? 

The waiter stopjad l.trf,.rr n |Mhy 'k Anirnrann 
YVs a thi’fsit s[)rcialis| io a grn'.ral |)raeliti(tner V ’ 
asked D<setr.r Ides 

' A t'ffloat spe(‘i:i!lst. Ar(‘^\'ou ono : 

' To be syre.’ 

' All Fhe 1 letter t^^eli. W < >nh \ < >}\ LU\a‘ nir prv] I li^si^.n te) 
smoke to-night? If you rlen me dr!e_e.n of a wife eaikt say 
a Avord.’ 

' You can ha\g‘ a tag, he' 

' Capital ! ’ ^ 

DerizU held u^) his hand to ^r>iinion the wait'Ue 
' But on one condition/ ad<l< d tlie doetor. 

What is it ? ’ 

' That ^)U let me examine your throat and pr<weribe for 
you to-morr(?w morning. I ’ve come out lieTe fwr a holiday. 
But I may.be able to c>) something for yeai — possibly.’ 

I\f:T;zil turned slightly in his chair, and looked ver}^ haKi 
^t tlfe doctor. ^ . 

It/s v^ry kind of you together about me/ he said, 
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Jmost in^a whisper. ' Mv thp-j' 

)Ut to-night? ' seems to be qihte giving 

‘ Come to the hotel at half- 1 ' 

mve a look at you.’ ' Past.^n to-morrow, ar^d I ’ll 

‘ I will, if you really thiuk- 
‘ And oliligc’ inc ky not tolli-'^^ 

^ee me pr* dassionally, not rvnf/'- craning to 

:hh crowd in Ivomc tln rc’ u, * ^^ifr. You .bco with all 

hoarse. My name is pr< tty V !'?| otlicrs who are 

among Amrraeins as ws’U as F^- ^fc.»wn as a throat doctor 
a holiday, as I tcFl you.’ I ni here to take 

‘ I w’otht say a word. It \ 

‘ Not at all. Now rnj<>y y / r\^g().Ml uf 

‘I rei-Ily d)elio\'c Sohizzi ^ 

champagne/ said the frmale bottles of 
tffeet oi Iluiigarian miisie up ■"'ps>ken of the 

heard him ^)lav with nieh iia '* y^na?. ^^pinver 

br’ha-. It 's too lovely 
^^ant I d<ef t kiioF what ! ’ 
d froui fli,. plienoiiivna from 
h'ausclves on Jjidores. DsYizil 
/'♦ 'bhr gl:,ner of the doctor 
yuan to his wife, the perfectly 


and affecting/ It makes mim 
C esarek bl-tek oyes tnri 
Monte Video and lix'd t 
looked straight IwfMri; hii 
travellecF from thj’ hap[>y 
"diappy w'oman. In lIc’ ( 


H'^tanee, atliw.art the crowd 


chattering and laughing pc ' 

n ,.^ i 1 u .. oT^.a /***’ 

^^^^t<‘hing^the jiagrant about 

^ '^to a mm^MT of the IF? 

^ yd been h 


turned her head, as if earr^ ^ j // Main elJi, whe^ had 

1-1 1 I ■ 1 < I .^11 ‘ ’ 


f 


which she was lightly hdk^ 
Mission, saw the man W) 
Ladv Cannyiigca M' uitcruiy 
sh<?t eves, h.-oked fr<?m (»i v 


igian 

ler lover gazing at 
.d"uiy ^ jinvirig liis' blood- 
to another, Oth his striit.g ’^1' r, from une man 

Edna Dcnzil watcla d ' '‘'g ^''"yntging mdancholy. 
But she was nvt shocked. ,.| eigar. 

Let him have Ins httle pie’''’- ; Dear old Fraiiz,^ 

c' And Sehizzi, insjiired p '."'V*'' 

He had come out frean l)is, Z ni|.)agne, jila}'ed on. 

near the top <:)f the stc'})s * pace now, and he stood 
just below him. With the h'tle world 

And some of its dreams, thO''f, / mug he touched it. 
tkat drifts over dew, trem) | tl^e mist 

some of its hopes aw'oke, ari^ 


d into a fragile being, ^nd 


iome of its mysterious itter regrets, and 

(Prehensions, and some of its' 
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definite f?ars. Behind many of the masks couy seen for 
a moment, like a shadow, a far*r that was surely the face of 
truth |in many r^f thr a liedit tluit was suit^ly a relleetion 

of a marvellous Iiyht at a dnianee. 

Giosu(^ ](K)l:cd round him^slnwly^ and murmured t^ 

himself the W()rds h)f Leonard'*' da \ jnei : 

‘ Pill ^ grand'^ la sonuhihta, juu d f-atc il dolore. idrande 
Martne ! Grande Martire ! ' ’ 


( IT tP'J'CP XI * 

The next mornina, vilii.eit ■..■lyiny a w.srd t^ lus wffe, 
Denzil went* to t\t(- (ir.-md Il'del nnd adoo'l for Doetor 
tt ^s;is Inlf-^tasl ten, and lie shown u|y 

at ..nee into the d'.(‘1..]''s siH my-r< »< 'in, uliieli was tlooded 
with suTi'diine. and ya>^ with Ihovoi-s arrani^edl l)v Lady 
S/irah, who \Nas h;i|.].y to lia\<‘ s.irne (.nc^to h.iX ffftsT and 
think alxait. As l)h'n/.il eiit' i( <1 at one (]()(>r l)ont()r Ides 
cami^in frs.m his 1 m (In.om hy an.'ile r, sifiiliny. 

‘ You are a punctual man/ he said, h"]<liny out liis liand. 

Xow' 1(^, me have \Io(A at Voiir tin*.. at and s. e if I can ^e-t 
rid of this hoarsenoss/ 

‘ If you can l)ani^4l it, or diminiali it hv Thursday, Denzil 
almost whispered, ' I sliall 1 m‘ \' I'v rfrat. fill t'S you. I want 
to b(*up U) the mark (.n my hoe's l.irthday/ 

'Thursday! ^'o he ^ur.- ! Sil down in this chair wall 

The d^setor went' to^<T.'>'' tlw^Miidow'. 

^leanw'hile in a e-a-tairr llat in the \ha \t'nti Sctternbrc^ 
exjT'itement was rising in a er^oarnd.a such* as migfit ha\^e 
satisfied i^wn the (’(.unt. ss P>e,C(sira. The Tiy after to- 
morrow^ Thcd wavs t<s Ije nine ! Tim fact, and the cireinn- 
stances w'hudi wxtc to gK)rify it, obsessed tlw tliree children. 
Thej^ of, spoke of, lived for, notliing else, Tlief) 

v^as HlH of the legitimate pride of one wdio by length of da\"B 
ia eutitle-d to tribute. His littfe sisters' souls danced with 
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proud pleajsure in the generous power of giving^ in two 
days Tht^o wa^ to sit in a special chair, dressed in a new and 
ver}" gr()^vn-up suit, and to he rcvcvr^vntly approached Jjv his 
father and ncjtlier, Mariannii, Concetta, and theniselves — 
,a trib'‘ of par<“('l carrirrs.^ In faia'v tle'V ali’Cudv beheld his 
aatoijished deliyht at tlie r^;salt'^ (*f tlirir eogdations, and 
leng agd s''ei‘( t ] h I’an il a ilal lor s of tlir lvoine\liat is oeeiipied 
lay shops. The time lapW"' <b ;sjt not a nioiiicat waa without 
its tlirill. Ill tlfs im»st (h adl e mysterv, and with clab<)rate 
prcemit ions, perctls wrrr tad uj) (»nl\^ t(.» l.ie untied. Iris 
inllexjbly' krpt tla.‘ Intrlun d»M>r \shile ^ io]a was initiated 
intc) th(^ rites eMnne<*b (l wdh tli<‘ pr<‘]>;iratit »n of a Ijirthday 
cak<a TlisTi the tiny A a 'la, \^ilh a pun\^ attci'npt at wairrmr- 
llke hm. S'l.ess, st<iod (.11 aiiard la'i^>p^ 1 y hanked by 
Marianna, anIhI'' Ins Oirrid a iiess \vhi<'h C'Sricetta, tTe 
COpk, faith fi ill}” proiiiis^'d, ' ai tin' le ad <d h' a"^ iiid v 

Avith a la;a\ }' nionst a< ‘le w ho h. p^ a sp( (a< s (>f wine-sh('p in 
Traste\yr(a ^ aild fwa iitnall} .1 aie 1 linn rapped in a mantle 
(af ghtt' 'I'ine'' -nya r. Tleo \\a' a ha]ip\', }a i at ^-UKjnrents 
eTiy]( >11 s (axiha p' i p' t nall \' b^ I no put dul < .f is m »nis, and firnily 
excliKh'd fis»ni pa rl ha| lal |. >n in < xl ise »i'dinar\” proceodinys 
closel}" C(anieet((t \\itli him 'll. lb- was 'not to seek h'j 
was tc) turn his lead ' tie' >*tle i’ wa\a' If le? t.anergf.'d un<sx- 
pectrdly into tli*' pa'-ay*' b'- \\as o]’< < t<'d with shi’i< ks (sf 
})rotest, and a -Iroppino of (»bj((‘ts tie- nature of whieh he 
str(a\as to (h t( rmiie- b\' th • s.)im<l <d l^feir im[)aet ^vith the 
ll'a(”>r. If he \'.ent iniiois nll\” t<>A\ards a (‘<)ne‘r a cry laf 
"you mustn’t yo ther(a dh'-')!' waneol him of presences 
Avlnsse id'-ntil}” <)nl\” d'hnr-da\” mint re\”eal t(‘) him. He 
suffered d- ‘liee >us pa i lys. 

Fortnnately le- had matfers e>f the pray(-st importance on 
hand hims< If. whe-h I* ff him but htlle tone to cejncentrrrtn 
on his mart \T< loin. Ife \\:Y^ ])reparmy a ^ ^surprise for his 
"" father, wath the earefnl assistance^ of his mother as coach. 

Mrs. Denzil was n>a fond of " show’ing off' her children, 
but she behe\a‘d in de\ >'lo])ir]g any budding t:flents little 
human beings displayed, ddno, at this time, gaye e^delcnce ' 
of a elramatic instinct unusual in child of his age. He 
had a good memory, anel e^ijoycd learning bits o&Shakespeare 
and short poems by heart, and was hot ashamed to fepeat 
them with a boyish attempt at giving them what he sup- 
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posed to hTe their real emotional vuluc. Till now his hearers 
had been fit but few — his mother, sisters, Marianna, and onee 
or twi^e Signor Caroi, Italian teacher gave him 

Wessons ill rudina ntarv Latin. 

Denzil htid^laard <>f tliese eff^g'ts, with a ynile. But* 
Edna, who believs^d in an aim, laal laid in elji ek the [Mirhaps 
faint curiosity uf Iet Inn.band, witli a Toit< j’at<‘d ‘ 
when Lheo s c<)m<‘ (Ci najo* ! xVikI llm same " s<>nih‘ daw ’ 
had been put before 'I’Ik u as a g<';d 1" Im^ \V(^i b\^ effi »rt. 
Now it had bven sc*^* s<-1tl<d Iw iwcmn Lli< (> and his 
m< dh-ST^ tVat^:lie g'*al should b-‘ \Mai <ai ho, l.ntlida\V and 1 he 
t\s'v»^)ih'ees ch« .^('U fyr tli<' ;^r' at < M'ea .a 'ii \\ ere b« my anxi< 'Usly 
pre[tared b^Jnnd ek>o'd d mu’s. ()ia_‘ \\as lh'‘ - jwmeli 1)\' 1he 
King at tie-* 1 b'f tie I bird ayt of Sli,tlv('*p<aus‘\s 

7''///// : mois' into llio bioaeli, d'-ar 

frief;#! ^m»nee nmre ’ ; th*' <>1 Ina" 1'<'nnys< n\s ' Lrj*ssiny lit*/ 
Bar,' wliich wgs <>n<' of IdlTia's fa\ oni'il<‘ pomis. » dda s(‘ were 
not to l_)e reptat-'d ju ih*' e\eiiuig, \\l)''n lla re \\as t<.> be a 
paid^^ of Wie h'liildi^'u's fi'i'iijo lad in 111 *' inifTiiaey of the 
family ('irole aft<r tia; ] iia. u1 -yi \ i Ih^Ioto ihe (adting of 
the larthday cak^a 

So Tlau; studl'd a- if ho. Id'' d< )>< fidmd Tijx.n d, atai had 
his imprtrtarit r'saoji f.-r le'yany p'<.pk' out (d r'M.ms and 
t'-lliny* tlaun lad Int.n. 'kh*' .s| la k* yx a iv li.; li.id tafau tv) 
with all J^is soul. vMlh<aigh lo' ^^a■^yo eoijit'sais and con- 
siderate of others. aiVthing hrry and pugi^aeioiis ^voke up in 
him som^thwjg r* spousi^vc. that set ho bh><,d l- aping and lit 
up his brown eyes. 1>ut tie* niiys* ai had at hrst kia.x'ked 
at his door and had but a [< < Id an a\<t. 

On the nforning whrnl)rn/il v iulv'd ]).-(dor Idf s, Edna and 
^ittle Theo wane ckorted 1:og( lie r. dia' Shalvespeare sp<‘eeh 
3 elivered wa^ht int(vnsr ( arnrstraox, and passrd with a 
^Capital k Father wilVl>e suryro«‘d ! ’ Ihit wlan ' Crossing 
the. Bar ' had been spoken *]d.liia sat f'a' a nijnutr in silenee. 
Sln^ thought that perhaps shr had mad'' a inidalce in claMxsing 
it for a bo/ of nine to reeit's Sla^ had \ i' kk xl to her owai 
^preference wathout thinking enough of d'luse Batri^d.ism 
roused up Hie male in ^ler son, but d( ath perhaps orWy 
confuted hint. For a moment she rebuked herself, and* 
considered wdiether it would not jierhaps be best to bo con- 
tent 'sfith the Shakespeare and to let the Tennyson gen 
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‘ \Vl3at ’sihe matter, mums ? Don’t I do it right ? ’ said 
Theo anxiously. 

H is mother looked up nt him. 

' Not scvwell RS the other/ 

‘ Let mu try ug.iin/ • He eh’ii^j'hed his Ifands, and his 
mwer^jaw tr^e ihlhd sliglitlv. ^ I ret'// ge t it, Init it is dillieult/ 

‘ I er^jx’ct yuu don't (juite;’ under. staiul it,' 

The que stion rising in her mino' \sas, ‘ Do I wish him to 
imderstand rit ? ' 

‘ Wait a inone nt, T'heo ! ’ slir aeildc'd. 

He st'M.d, go/.ing at lea ^^lth In^ hriglit and eeg^rr eyes, 
full of eonreh ne'' in lis r po\', < r aiaUxill tn^ \\< ]y him. Affer a 
]>ause sir; e< eitime'd : 

‘ It 's [\lfr Ihio. WIe ii aro s'ailW \s<' xelnt a lot oi help 
from ])eopl(s Ai^la is Mnoll' r Nian you, aiK T^a uits imsre 
hf Ip than ,y( hi d* 

I should- ratli'T thit<#k she <Jo^^ s, mums ! ’ d'h'Mj interpo- 
lated, ^A'ith a e(in\a<‘tion tliat s' >u [ alrn<tst injure’d. 

' ]5ut how'eve.T hig aixl how.as'f .T1 we- get We ahvays uecd 
help, ev(‘iy e»ne of us, f do, fat'h- r do< s, f(»r instanee/ 

' Doqs fai h'T ? ’ 

Yes. \\ <’ n<'t d tie* pit »t. :^shi ) \e ni know, must have a 
pilot to bring tle ni saf'* iiito p' di , s(»nM.* <,ae‘ w}e > uret rstands 
the cuns'iit-^, tie* <‘h;ime h wl^V r'^ tie* san/hanks art*, and 
where tle'r(' 's /<*< }>, ^^^'><,<1 w.ntcr that/%vill tak(* the shi]) 
safely. We all nvho* a \py;irrs. t liih .ugd( lihe Ihit that isn'^ 
everything, ^\le■n \\(* gr<.)W .-tl e- rtainlv, and it may be 
l(>ng Ijefor** that, w<‘ Jiav<‘ t u mal.s* rhi'dher \s)\aigi‘. \\ e 
don't live down here for eyri'-y 

I ses* ! ’ inb rj('<‘b'd Tle'o gra\o‘l\a 

Arid wle n tli'* neiinent e(b]nrs bt start- well, Nve do want 
a helping hand tie n, most aw fully.' 

' I should think so ! ' sai^ /I'le o, abll wrth solemnity but 
with' )ut any f( ;ir. 

^ W e can't tak'^ ai'iy one <br anything with us. We uist 
have to nip off alone. T>ut ilu’ross tie* t)ar tliert 'll be some 
one to look after us, take chlirge of us, guide us across the 
water to the port we Te bound} for. ^ You know' who that is ? ’ 

^ Is it God ? ’ ^ 

' That ’fi what w'e believe ^ and that 's what Tennyson 
believed when he wTote thi4 piece. He was an old man 
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then, but^you see he wkntcd the helping han^l, just as I 
should, or fathtT would, iff we hud to be off.’ 

The<g stood in sihuiee a niinute. Then h^ said : 

' I sav, mums 1 ’ 

‘ Well ? ’ 

I do jolly well hope ni^ne of us ’ll ha\'e to go for so 
long.’ 

‘ So do I ! ’ 

Alr^. Deiizil was not highly iniuginati vt^, slv was very 
happy and she sp< »ko *1 ju if,- s(Tj<iusl\a ovon oariicstly ; but 
sh v‘ \^ a gp\ ( a '( 1 by a f < ■< ^ 1 1 1 g, u n r< sis, a i al >1 <_■ < • 1 1 « »u gl * y < t very 
pre\*al<ait m tlje r;yik. o^ tlio h ippy, a fr. ling that things 
must last as^thfy \\<^rr vith h-r. As the miserable and un- 
fortunate fr. l (f<'J^^at^V to (listivss, so^ do tlo' ygVous feel 
decji > Site d to 1 < >v . bslna F^' n/il was eoiiseii'us (>f a warm 
senvW:i.^mJ^aff^g and of tiu-.tln the (hoat Soiijr,aie (»ut- 
side, le_‘y()nd, who ha<l ] M * w ( ■ t< » surr>aui^l her ^^ith 

blessed s(o‘urity. 

’ U^hoo, oH lh.\a tr^' again!' she aibled. 'And 

thin^ vd what wa 'xs- b< ( ii talking nboiit, that eva n a man 
like father becomes alne'st litik' \h<ka m Wir neap- nt (sf 
^wossing the bar. Think of whal le- re , nnd what lie 
believes he ^^ill ha\ w' 

' It •says "I fpi-iwb' mums!' ..b^riwad d'heo, with a 

questiemin^ hiok in^iis eyes. 

^ ' \\ hat lie kteqvsXjir w ill ha\ e,' Yis peither e<)rreeted 
herself. 

And Theo tried agfin and did vaav mu<‘h bi tt'-r. 

In the Deii/il h»ais,h'>ld tley Ime'le'd at half-past 
twelvt* buW that day, w le n tie' half-leair struck, Deilzil 
had not return<al,. ladn;T wait^al ten minute's, wauidering 
• •Irttfe what had^^e(s>me of her husband. She was just 
i^etting uji* to g(^ ahaij^; int<> tfle dimng-r<tom, supposing 
that^ he must have Ixcb detained l>v s<,me sudden 

busyiess at the Embassv A\len tleT<‘ waas a ring at the 

bell. In a fn onii-iit till- iiians'T\ ;U[t. carjii- Jii with 

Kn.-t-'. It wars from Deiizil. 

Di^i^est Kd, — I shan't be baek ^or luneh — kept by some 
busines(^. I ’m sonw" I ce'uldn’t lej you know sooner. Bless- 
ings on you and the brats, Yr Franzl’ 
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Edna held this note very close /to her face, tiftn took it 
away and looked at Beppo, who st ood n^ar the door, with a 
calmly serious expression on hi:^^ather large and|much- 
sh a L‘ d count'* n a u ee . 

' Who brought it, Be])po ? ’ 

' Cxrlire >, Sigie /rnd 

(’arluio was a pag'* in Sir Theod >re’s Sf ryfee. 

' Dav\aTo ! ^^>u c‘an ]>i-jng in luneh.' 

Again sli'^ field the no1e near to per e\e‘s. 

How awfully illegil/h' dear oaj lA'anzi is getting,’ she 
thought,^ as sle: examui'ol lus 'blr-^sings /ai V‘.)y void the 
brats/ 

Beppo left the rotaii. with hi eharp turn pn the heels 
ami sllglifl} strntiing gait, but 'not f(.‘ll(.>w him 

imrir 'di;i tely. Slie kie'W n-'t why ieil. es sheoazed at diet 
liusliand's (l<a^I[^\ard tendiiig ^er;j^\t,]^ ;,i,(l /a 1 1 a { gy^^^ i ^,t ure , 
a ]H‘euliar snd almost li/ r<a- rn/ 'S tilled her leairt. 

Suddenly le r imngmafion a\v-'fj\ afid the meaning <»f 

poss(‘ssi('n ^\n(l the ni'sining < f sprang u]) <}<^nverj,ng in 
her mind. Ibr (s »n \ er ‘a t n >11 \'nlh hlile Fleo isame fh her 
rneniorv and le r e^ .mf' >r 1 ehle * S'* do T ! ' in response to his 
briyish expo s ^n 1 of hop< 1 To ^ d 1 mxo h si e* had hie/ai tlisno! 
Edan/.i and tlie bi’ats! Whet Aoiild lij-' 1 without theruY 
What wsMild slic be if they \\e;r to efoss ^h(* bar bef'^'To her, 
with' eit pel’ t 

' Lunep IS rea<]\a sigH'a'a,' '/b.^eiw ect/jp, pp/s, putting in his 
liead. 

Edna Derizil -lerted. 

' T d'l I «s /n il I ig.’ 

Shs' went slo\‘dy to 1 h<^ din ng-roorn earrying Inr husbandts 
serawl in her hand. And -h'* or* ipp<.d it ig) against a p<:pper- 
p<it and loMpod at il ^^■hIle spf iP>^ 

That morning SirArh./id«t,’e wei^t oiif, riding- with tlie 
Freiieh Amhassad')r and sawwoiue living at bentoeielle. The 
weatlier was brilliant, the h >rses wswe in gre.at spirits,. A 
good gallo}), and the sight of i man winging hisbvay tr»wards 
the Alban mountains, wliib the swarthy carrcilitrl dA 
CaMelli in the wine (‘arts stared Trorn their hooded rooms 
with half-eontemptuous. halhindignant eyes, then lay dowm 
to sleep again on their j:‘loiks and their sacks, had put 
Sir Theodore into unusuall-^ gooei-hvmrour, He was still 
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young en(*ugh, and still Vicalthy enough, to know l:he sheer 
joy of the body, just no^y and tlicn in a favounrljl'" h'sur, to 
be don^inated by it, and ti^snap his hugr-rs at tile nielancholy 
•claims of the mind and ripe stsul. Sueh an>hour la had just 
had in the Canyiegna, aiajl as he walle d lightly to lu.s hbraiw^ 
he humniccf the d' li(‘i' ais uia.'^ of a \ iennrse vvalTz, wjthr)ut 
thinking, as so*r.ft<-n, ^ T-j I-.st \hrnna.’ reeling jdeasantly 
inclined for a few minut- sl (d r< '.t, he set down in a big ehaib, 
strete+ied out his hand, aind laid la-Id ,»[ th'‘ lasarest bookn 
It chanced to be 'r<‘b.iw»\' J ( ’e.v/w/e/,' a and he (>])en(el it at the 
cha]»t<T wh<re Ihiele ,rei/(.shl^a takes (Jlvuni fi.r'liis lirst 
hunting cx]Helition in tld^' forc'-t of Ihe (kiueasus. As h** 
read he S'eanes ftM sT e tie- Al<e\' 1\ ing on til'- h< I'bage, 1 ( i smell 
the lowdyufg s#ie^e from' Ik- <‘limiieys of the aakage, to 
he^jr the barl: sd tTi- < ag^ r ^ f],^, hunter's in\'oeaf ion, 

111- s< d|i ! ' a 1 Ii- gun as li ft^il to the 
shoulder aiisl tie: ling''r f-i^uiel the Iringei’. And acain an 
unusually sik'll s-n^# of tl)S‘’ge/e de mme b^oi t him. Jl was 
alrie'ist as^f a A\md,f]saii 'eguf- (k'sert plaeia (ir e(iine rolling 
oee.’rtT, ])k_av on his fae-. <Ml|l[ng him fomi iieditalion, and 
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with a cft%c-err»[)])<'<^le ad. i i ^it i\ e ^fea tins s, an(l hoiemt, 
Rut rather ginxious dark eyes. " Slaiafing bv the d-usr 


he said 

‘ II Signor Deiizili ! 

' Sirvear ^)enzil ? 

SissignoTe.’ 

►‘Jdfing him at once, (tarlimu 

' SissigQored 

'What an aiWious ' ex|»^a-ohon that little chap has!' 
tlasiight Sir Tlieod-re, not feU’ the Jlrst lime, as (tarlnio dis- 
appeared. 

In a mometit he returned with Dcnzil coming slowly 
behind him. ^ 

‘ Good moyiing, Francis. Stop to luneh, wajn’t you ? 
It ’s nt^irly time.’ 

beiizil gave his hand and gri|)ped Sir Theodore’s, and 
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there was a sort of fierceness in his grasp which almost 
startled his' friend. 

‘ If I stay S must write a note Ed.’ 

‘ Of Course. Ccirliiio will tuke Write it bore.’ 

Carlino^ rornninod by the d'Mor, seizing at ^Sigtmr Denzili, 
while Deuzil b t Ininscli d<>v, n in' to th<‘ revolving chair in 
front ’of tie* writing-table. ^ 

‘ Fr.'Ineis, in}' boy, your voieo i^s shorFung this morning,’ 
added Sir Tlevidore. '\ou r< a lly must be treated and 
kn oek r»ff all .smoking for a time.\ I agroc with Edna, and 
I shan't tvni[)t you any more.’ 

‘ No,’ said Ds'iizil, huskily. 

He 1 caus'd his k ft t<au]>l<' ng.'/uist hN hde hand, t»»ok a 
pen, and dr<wv a slv' t o[ lo »t' p- ipcr t'^vards him. Thon 
he stared at his friend, and ad<l'(i I, ahuosldn a whisper : 

‘ I ’rn g' 'ing to Ix' tisvil > J 

Bending s'ery t o\ o\ (.t tie' tomk' he Ix-gan to WTit<‘. He 
ehangod the p'^'^iti'-n of hi> k'ft'j han<L ledlmg tho fingers 
tiglitly ag.'iinst his fiadioed ;i^yd tlw thumb (sut •-tri 'tele d 
against his rh^ck. Tip- ling' 'rd vii;h1c f^r tlo' nasment a sort 
of prmth'SUoe she Id abtoc his ,<'}■'>. Sir Tie 'sdore Irx'ker] 
at him Yiarrow ly, tle n looked a\mi\'. 

’ Is thrae anything up with kd'anois ? ’ Iw thought. 

H is mind went to tlw Mipnioh appointment. ^Surely 
nothing could ha\ <■ g^re- wr* mg in (smficetiori with that. 
He di^miss(al tie id' a as absimd. Ih’i^iabkz tlvu^ had been 
some business at'tle' Er^b;l^^}' \\hi<'h had ^vearivd Fraieh.s, 
or w'orrivd him. Fmmh, a talk, a — rp), not a t-^moke I — 
wmuld pait him right. 

Denzil thrust his note unnyrnly into an en\'elopo, tjded to 
close it, faih'd ; than with an old rldiberatirm took the 
paper out, smootle'd it wath saro, adjustt'd it neatly ur^the 
envelope, shut, addrcsscet^ Yud h<sld t*ie' envelopr' out ba 
Carlino, W'ho apja-oadiod witE staring^ eyes' to reeeivo it. As 
scion as he had g< mv out Dcuyil, Ivanmg forw ard in his chair 
against the writing-table, witl'i his arms lying upon it, tulncd 
his head towairds Sir Theodor-e, and said : 

' Iheo, come here, will yoL I ’ 

Sir Theodore came. 

' \^TLat is it ? What "s up ^ with you, Francis ? ’ 

' Sit do^vnd 
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Sir Tlu^odore sat doVrTi in a chair besid^ his friend. 
Denzil leaned forward fe^r a nnanent, staring down at the 
blettir^^-pad across whieh>liis anus were laid.^ 

‘ WEit the deuce cah be tlie niattet ? ’ thought Sir 
The< »dore. 

An unpleasant convirlion that i^ was Sisnn^thing .%Tious, 
desperately serTous, t<»«'k hold <*n him. Denzil kU 
up. 

' Theo^ I ’ve come here- t<» tell y<su somethiriy.’ 

.Again he stared el<^vii at tie- bl .1 1 1 ng-[)apex , v^n wliich 
was tliem)attf“rn of his not*' t*> his wife. 

‘Vrs'C 

' Ed is imt terVnow— -till after Thursday.’ 


' \Vliat is it ? ''cdliing bad, 1 lio[»e y 

Jjir Tlieoelore drew liis el^^iir el**'^*'!' loins friend. 

' Jt pfeVId'^ad — for im.', atTi*l Id, aid the — my — tl^e 

brats.’ 

Sir Theiidore lai<lfL li:md (sii l)ei W # ] 

" What LS it, ldal^ds y ' Ir? 3 ^ 

l>nzil put up his hand and t*H»k JkTI of his thre)^., fnijb < 
kejit his hand tliere. S ^ j 

dSomething s('rie»usly \s'ie mg tlere, Francis?’ a p 

Denzil IK sld- al. ^ 41 ^ 

‘ G<si)d God ! Bid — not — md. the wenat ? ’ 1 ^ ' 

'The vosrst,' wTii^yx r<'d Den/il. Ik, 5 ^ ' 

Sir Th(fTd(»re s])rau^ up aixl t urn< 'd* a\s a\a - 

‘ No, no ! he‘ muttk'red. ' No,*im ! jf^dn to * 

hclil'N'i' tliat ! ’ ^ 1 r 

He wead towards tlie window, st(M)d still for a iwiWJ'^nel 1 
came back.o ^ 

‘ H(jw' Can you kpeav ? ’1ie asked, svith an odd roughness in 
ifi*;*4n*anner, and an almost threatening sound in his deep 
t^jice. * 

' Ties ! ’ said Denzil. 

‘ iSleiwyn Lies ? ’ 

Sir Theod**re felt Si iini tliiiig (•iiM run through him, almost 
4)ke a quii'k trP:kle cif icy watiT. 


4 i « 

« 5 5 : 

a?-!* 


‘ You d'e been to Meryyn Ides ? This morning ? ’ 

yie examined you ? ’ ' 

‘ Yes. It ’s — ^^ancer of the larj'fix.’ 
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There ^.vas a long silence. Sir Theodore br^ke it by 
6a\hng : 

‘ What is leys ang to do ? ’ 

‘ 0[)rrat'‘ — Ih'iday morning/ 

Again tho silrnc'* f<T. At length Denzil said : 

' lol L not t<j know till Thursday ’s over/ 

^ Why ? ^ 

' Theo \s hirthday/ 

' Oh, FraiKSs -Idaneis ! 

Sir Tho<*ci( ire's faer work'-d. 

Ihit you cai/t— it 's im]e> dlL- ! Ne), Fraiieis — no ! ’ 

‘ One last day with the brats haypy/ 

‘ Oil, Fram.as, < FI ehap ! 

Sir Thee (hire put one arm almost av kw'irdly round his 
friend’s sheuldi-r, toek it a\ve\^ aui^ w nt out of the 

roeiii. As he shut the d (tf h<‘ (suiie Up aes. ^She 

liad just T(‘turned frem a walk, with Lady Sarah on the 
Pincirt 

‘ T)( )loret ta ! ’ he* e\( Fu 1 1 m d. 

‘ Theo ! ' ;die lM Z'S 1 ilil o hl^ faer. ' ( )h, Theo ! \\diat is it ? 
II e made an eff^irl o i painful that it seemed te) dri\'e the 
blocid Fway fr* ae his la art . 

* N> ithllig. Lecli ^^alkulg ? 

W ith Lady Sarah/ 

'I've had a g.dh-p. Sa\"ia was tbriiO, Old Leoiiaislo 
(aught te> have bei.ii tie re to sre hiio- light a\Fay to the 
Alban meiintains/ 

ir e turned and went back into tlie I'brarw 
' Fraiiias/ la' said/ ' Mav ])<Firetta tuiow ? 

‘ Leh.r.' LdU 

' lie dl save you. hi- s will s;we you. Ile’s the best 
man th<‘r(' is. ^ hai ’\< l-aig years la fure you.’ 

' Wit la Hit a larynx ? ’ ^ 

‘ But — the opi ration is for'eomplele reiPioval ? ’ 

' I de^n't know yet.' 

Sir Theexhire sat la'avily down. 

Outside in the distanei: a Japanese gong sounde'd delicately 
‘ ^Vhat are wt geang to do ? ’ saxi Sir Theodore. 

The gong meant tliat lunch was rerndy. Dolores would 
be waiting. At any moment she might come into the room 
with a ‘ Theo, aren't you coming ? ' 
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‘ I 'll Imve lunch,' whispered Den/.u, gettingpijf from the 

VrTiting-tablc. 

^ Wyh us ? Witli D(^liirctta ? ’ 

‘ It ^3 the <aily thing. k<‘''p on, stie+: to the everyday 
uiatters, eateli^htild nf all I can.' 

' (df said Sii' I'lc <>(l..r(‘^ 

TL‘ dreV Dsir/ihs arm through lii^ niid lh< y l-dt tliii' rexeu 
t' >g( ther. 

' J> 'le»r<;tta \m 11 gU' ^s tlca*' is s< eni thin^u' Sir T'l r )dr)re 
sai<l in a Inw, uie.ns n a Mins ;i-; th* y .tM^ul m tlc^ n< \t roi irn. 

' T(‘1J hr-r* inv this 'at 's a hit smT'- tla n. Afl^rwaisls — 
w<“ yi lalTe alsiiit hi'itla\' - I niU'.t CMn ailt \asi.’ 

Tlcy fMiind AVIS'S iiilh'' faitlc-r cmmiii. 

Slis- gr-aded •!)- V''' g< iiHc CMisiialil v'. Sir f< It for 

hiyi almost an nTf''<'tiMn Ihat '.h'*kii' w Ic was g''iiig‘ 

a^^ to Mu 1 1 e N <> ( mt * 1 1 mg 'io< ( I s t his ' st< p as sj a -• 
di(h Rut she krpt 1 hi^ r^'-t tM ,, If. 

' 1 \’e l.)r(_‘n*hii\a r^g a pro^< nt rMi'litlh- 'riwo/ sla- said, as 
tle v ws'ii^ int< » tle'*tlimng-is >' 'in. 

' iM( 1 ( d y( HI ! ' sal< 1 1 )' n/ i k 

Sla ' k )' da si is )nia I . 

' ^k>ul’ throat ! ’ sliM ^.ai'k ‘ rca!I\' n^m.t do soTnsthing 

f'sr it.' 

' I dn going to^ It IS rath''!’ 'oTo. W lia1 dal \ mU g' t to 
sp' )il Tkioo wi1 h V 

' A whi[). V'" ['is^LV^ I sa\v him lasaidly "U a ("aiv' in the 
B'srgle's.^. [le \s got yiiito a g'n^l^sMal alo ady. 1 h wv he dl 
en]<»v hinr>''lf in I Ic' ^siieln.ehs' (iarl( n at Mnni'di. 

Sir Ties )di ire fis )W le d. 

D'lltircs «diang' d tho (s ai\ ovsati'y i. Sho lead not ire ant 
to igoot IvT hndeind. ^l)'>uhfk^^ ho \\as thinking of tho 
/'dinlv Ivoino \\hopJ:ho l)<n;nV \voro gMUM. p,iif ihoiigh sle‘ 
quie'klv iMsaight ji[> ai^'lle r tM[if!^, lea lip^ tight' nod f. a a 
naamont, and an alniost hatd f >• d: oane- ml" li' i' fais-. 

lint wleai the 1). n/aK woro g'mo, wleai lIio\' wois- safely 
a\va\g she tva)uld make Ties) forg- t. th^' Iimuis in tho A ia 
Veiiti S(dtomlu'e. Soiie how sler wouM toaoh him t'l ^i'rgot. 
She wssuld tmd the rn* aiisf Does m 't k gi\ <• \‘v < aie n alne^ist 
inira(^ilw»us risourees ? She ws)ul4 hack to le rT 

Ouce fl essr' children anrl their inotle r were gasne' she woukl 
reconcile Theo t/j a charming, nitellectual, cultivated life 
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in which children would not be missed. How many middle 
ag^^d men tle re were who were quite contented in such , 
life 1 And suTely a man (cin f<ag<'t in time liis (^?ares 
d'Mrr if only it is not j)rovok(‘d ^)iT[)<.tually by the con 
f.cinplation <jf aiiotluT’s pMssrssion of that which he lacks 
iritlicrhe as l)ol(»r<‘S knew, her <‘ff<>rts had been in vain 
The i ! it< I'cst 1 ng [)(‘o|>l(^, tlio sat'U, bilsFits, pictures 
books, horsrs, h'^bbios — nothing had bi'cn e>f any avail, 
But — once the l''><'n7ih were g^iu; ! ( )ne<_‘ tla-y were gone 1 

Ah ! 1 low s\\iftl\^ tie 'll wonKl she siiiooth away the frown 
frsirn Tli<i>'s for< lio;i(l. c 

She soft'SK d agaifi, ne lt<'d as sic.' (“aught at tliis b ape 
with resoluto haiid^. Arid, irr< si^t ibly inqiolled to be 
specially (.'( rdial to 1). ai/il, sle- [Hit forth hei Soft and sweet 
'prnvers of a \rfv s' liatiar ane! feminine wiauian, quite 
•uig^el fe( aoeioir 1 \', aetllig 'Uidc^'d ini[iuld\’ ! >" ( 'Ut (‘'if the 
proiiipting^ of li'T h'-art. \\ leai dio had uiiexpi M’tedly met 
her lin'd land Infi .r*' line.'li dw bad at < awo a'< n that something 
, unusual had oe(‘uia<d, tlna)\\iiig him into an uni^sual eon-' 
dition. ll< r <]Uiek woman's (ajr iosit\' had boori rou sal. 
Now she lliiiig it a’vvav (‘ar< lossly, intont on Ikt own breath 
af life. But t li< < • UK n w ore ahie »s| starth d l.iy her gmst ( d 
sweetiK'ss and o\<ai <d tond' tic ' ss. 1) (ai/al stared across at 
his friond. Suro|\a m that moui'ait td abseraao Th(‘o had 
nrit gi’vO'U l)ol()res a hint <d his d<‘sp< rid-''' nord. And Sir 
Theodore looked at nis wife, wond'uang whetuor some 
intuition (d tti(' dreadful i.ruth — whieh had alrnr>st stunned 
him, and wliieh now made the hoiin unnatural, like an 
hour ticked out bv a ’ clock in sonic frigditfnJ dream — had 
turned her heart towards hdancis, made liini new ip her eyes, 
aa men bec' ^me t< > sweet W( ^ne n wlc u theirpi' iw^ rs fail tViem, 
and the ehild in th< in appears stretching hands for suecoi^r 
to the eaithly Pro\nd( ■!](“(' , f- tlwir s* r. 

" Wmild it bt‘ best to g<‘t her^o tell Ed ? 

The thought shot tlir<>ugli Deiizibs mind. 

‘ One ws)man to anotlier ! 

inspnetively he had rejected Theo's alirupf suggestion to 
tell Dolort^ of the tragedy under w'iiich he was now striving 
X^ath a sort of bcnurnbed^effort, sickening and lethargic, but 
persistent, not to bend, cower, ^nk down. Heats apd 
chills were shooting throtfgh his body. His eyehds and 
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hands /ingled at moments, and he felt as if #only by an 
exf^usting effort of the ^viH he prevented pefspirati* >0 fn .in 
bix'iking rmt u[)on him. In th': (rrand Hot^l he h:ul reesivt d 
the rruth witl) a ealm\hieh had aTiia/(a[ hims(df, though iit.t 
Doctor Id'-s. Wle II thing" had Ij' cn tahv' il ova l.ir t\ve<.ri him 
aihl the\Ioetor h<' ha<l gi>t#i\va\* with a (piir-t^that was iTlve 
soreiiitvo Ilb th<' hall <d tie- led* I II-* had mv t rtvo ladies 
whom he kiM'W, and cn'' of Ins (>\\ii o. .] t : 1 gnos. ID' lead 4teo[i« 
;dt^ to spisak to tta'in, to sniilo at sonic joke. He had said 
a Word to tie hall p-et^ la As Iw went awav'^he had lookej 
at the ff^iiitain, the h- s'caia k)niignig Ix -nde jt, a yellrwv 
lyotor* passing diivon 1)\ a \<aing la-ddiaiia d man vvith a 
III' an X ‘1< a 

' \V(‘llg li* 1*0 i^ is ! ’ soiie l liitig lilo; tliat lie had said to 
hi rim If, ;is h'‘ (“r* xvoal tli^' r* sid, hcmang lie - diniiiiishing la ►^t 

cd the ylt'^^ motor. ^ II re jJ n dint (‘lose in rny this^it 

wfia t thoiisanda of na n jiiid \\ on a n < 1 1 la 1 1 at t la '•vcj’y 1 lionght 
of ! The i^i>- dci^- to s<*l\e whi^h mnltitnd'^ of seaaitifie 
men arc gu'ing.all tia' vorla'ng laairs of fla ir h\a‘s I The 
>r V h leh has eosf t ho T-m .I - not s of animals i n numerate 
— US'T'Sslv ! 1 earr'S it along \'otli na‘ riow' as I \valk, part 

of nio, just U] ) la a'o, eloso to 1 1 a air and t lio sun a lai tha t 1 >1 iie. 
And ia)no ()f thoo' ix -.p!- know. And tlaaigh 1 Iniow, hcTe 
1 am walking as ^ itaigK^ as nmah f<'oling no shai'p paim pist 
a bit hoarse a^id \o)(‘o|-os. but ab|o ft. d(> iriy work, to })e 
ab(>ut,^o kxtk e\aotl\' as mnal. •d'horo goes that Ibisnan 
ehape KarmsslA' I ^gi -s na* h^ la-aiah smilmg ^^'ag the 
head,*iike*a jolly^ehild. If lio had tinio )ir '(i e(ams U]') and 
talk to me ahont (duki, aral raw-i- know'. Sam ‘AJe vmus 
ai Jit <pir' vsius fnmoz hop." mim! I la n more (dtrkn Es'erv 
instant^ jaa-- jx oplr.^ Tol . of Up m look at nan Ihit not 
^>r 0 ‘ knows. "\h>l oia' ( \ < n -ng»<'(ds what I am, what I am 
(‘arryiiig along*\fifh ^ne.’ 

He fiad o\(fi lx « n eo^ise^.ns ad a faint srmsation (d iroi^v 
fhat WTis not nnploa.ant to him Asia n tfv' saw' a dandifiod 
Italian y^nth stare al his tic, in Avliieh was a eiirions old paste 
pin given tc him })y Ihlna. 

‘ Dsges think he ^an see it ? ’ he had tlionghtA 

And at that moment he had felt as if a di' adfiU srftile 
hc^ksdippe^ over his face. SurelT^ a sort <d still madness had 
taken liim just at first. It w^s like lunacy to feel so cidm, 
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to be able think of other peojile's, strangrrs’, frehngs in 
such a niornenf;' to find amusement even in the thijuglit^ of 
their ignorance ofthe thing he knew. ^ Ih had deseended^he 
hill which leads to the Palazzo Ikirlx ehii quite cornfortarjlv, 
enjoying the warmth of the sun on his back. But when he 
had entered tiie palace, wfem he had sven Carlino at tlie 
well-knoVr'n door, wlwu h<“ ha<l Irsaial Sir Tie <«-lore's ‘ Stop 
to rtmeh, tvonT ye»u ? ' above all w h< n he had \v'ritt<ai the 
note t'j his wife, ' It ' had l>rgiin to stand o\a r him. So it 
s>‘emed to him. lh‘ w;ls down in a pit and It was towering 
above him.. With r\erv^ monent now It srcuicvh to grows 
enveloping ev'ei'ytlnng about hum Tlwo, his old and traql 
friend, wars in its shadow' and utt-a'lv' ehangi j. D^Tass, 
toc), wars difftriuit. He heard all that sIk' said, kaiew' (‘xaelly 
wTiat it imetnt, wars able to answei^ and br<tik in huskily, 
w^ats conscious of her animat roi, and peeuliarl\a,.w arml\^ kind 
manner. And yet she secned at ne^nents to be a gabbling 
and shrieking bionk^}', wdh cyrs auvl ii.'W^vs ink-nt on his 
thj'sat. He beg.'Lii tv') woiidei'. With a (‘oldn- ss of the inner- 
most fear, whether he \vas g^ang to play the (‘oward. Nevta- 
had he thought to do that. All tiis tradileais were against 
that. IAa.li Ivina surel\^ ws-uld disown him if he ^ funked.’ 
He — the real he hidden sianewle i'e within him, like a red 
tpark in a mas.s (»f idaek p' ot- -would '( lisowm liirnsylf. 
Ne\'ertheless he felt as if something \sas l.)eg!rmiiig to shiver 
within him, t<'> open lips in E>rd' r to \<-t outghrieks of protest, 
ter search \aolcntly foi a way^ d es(‘apc, to elaifiour for safety, 
careless of the eyes or ears of jiny one hying. He wante<l 
to strike that thing down at once. Its destriietioii W'as a 
necessity. But he felt its strength, its power, its recklessness 
of opinion, its indep-.ndeius* of evcrytbmg exaagst its gnsswing 
terror and relx llion. How was he g-ang te. dorninati' it 
It w^as as if he held a dreadf”’ lire seoiyl i!i ihv* (‘age ef liis 
hands, and f(dt it stneggling to g(^t a^\a}', to burst its prison, 
to show itself to (.'Very one. 

If it did that ! 

He began to be afraid (sf his owm fear. 

^ One woman to anotlea* ! 

He stared at Didores. Why was she being so almost 
tenderly kind to him to-day ? But, mo, he must telBEd 
himself, wBen the moment came. 
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Sir Theodore searcely said a word, llis understanding of 
thV meaning of what Denzil had just tolcf him waa with 
moriit nt beeom^ig more terrihly c^mplute. In the 
librarv" he had know\littlu (d it. Ihit now— his beautiful 
room had ljuenme fiiglitful to fiirn. Evurv^ object his (^ves 
rested upon lo()ked stark, tis if It had been stripped of that 
which had fifniUTly made it attractive, or beautifuT^ and now 
appeared in a native diaaidfiilness, like a sk(‘leton ds 
of«thc tk‘sh that once made* it a body ; yviry object, except 
1 )( )lr)res. 

Cpuldi* t she lu Ip V 

t AliAost for the lirst tinu- in Ins life, perhaps for the lirst 
time, lie tluVigliT of lub for a nu>in<Tit as shdt'a’. 

\Vh^ n*tluy g'^t u|) from Inneli li<‘ x;iid to le r : 
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grasped llis frff'^id's hand (juieldy. 

‘ Fi’c^Kas ! ’ hc^ said. ' 1 'in begi n i j 1 1 ig to 

He dr<^)ped*l )< Ti/il's hand. 

" \^hy do suehj^liing'^ eoine U|M>n us ? ' he exelaiincd. 

His voice was harsh and hi I hr. 

• Never on you, Tlu‘o h t 's hepr.'' 

Sir Tlieod(sre at his fru nd. He \s anted to be able 

say, with truth, ' leather on hk^ than you ! ' thinking (sf 
Denziys life afi<T 111 “^; ainbi1e«n still to be gratified, {lerfeet 
hornediappirubs, ehildisyi, fhe mother who \vas the \Mfe — Hie 
tnded career, the eliildless hearth. Ihit his soul was saying, 
‘ RathcD^you than me.’ And, even in tliat ni' anent, he w^as 
unable to rtnagune such a catastrophe occurring to hhnself. 

‘ Francys — sit dowr^’ 

A ^manserv^ant br<iught in uoffec. When he had g^ane 
Df^zil said : 

You must come very close^to me/ 
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Sir Theod6re^uanie. 

' I must try to aiTange things, not to forget anything t[,at 
concerns — them.*^ 

‘ Ides can do anything. lie ’s in.'^vullou.s. He ca^ uu 
whfit no other surgeon can do. He dl save you.\ 

‘ Perha;)S, at any rate, for a tinie. I trust him thorougldy. 
But let li e sprak about arrangeanents.’ 

Sir Theodore marxs lhal at the^ ap[)aront s< r( nity e)f his 
friend. It seeineel to him ine*r<‘dit)lo. yd-t there it was. He 
did not thorouglily realise that l)on/il, with a sort of alnusst 
dull fixity (/ purpose, was trying to fa-.t<‘n his ni'ind ipoon 
things, t> gri() subjects with his thoughts, to d'sluu' hiC 
demon, 

'Give me tmu; ! I dl as- rt mys'lf if \ can gain a 

liftl e time ! 

a yaas a sort of <lunib ])rak<‘r tlinurt u[) to \tliatev'er lua) 
set It in liis tlir- )at. 

' I dl be true t'> in\ -.-if and tradit i< eV -» mly ludp me 
tivraigh this l)it of tini<e ju-t this bit I dn in luos, I dn 
hard pressed jmd. iu»w. (ivs* me a hand o\a r this r'tugh 
piece of ground, and 1 \\s>nd fah. I dl stand and faee it.’ 

' I 've made me vill, <d eMm\s<a ddu rr 's n(»t \a_Ty mueh 
to leave — 

x\nd so on, ahiu>>t in a \vhisp/ r. And as th<_ whispt.rmg 
continued Sir ddi' * >d' »r<' b' gau at la -d, fully to grasp the 
whole meaning of tlu/ matti'r. I'ratieis ;vas j )( Tha^})S, he 
clung on to that perhaps g<iing t«» dna[»p<.'ar. JvJiia might 
soon be a wid<jw, the little ones, the brats, l'‘■LtlJerle.ss, and he 
without his friend. He hooked at Idaiuas. The truth 
seemed incredihle. There was no (“hang'' in Ib’aneis’s 
appearaiiee. He did not 1< >< >k ill. VJnly the whispering 
sounds hetravad his (“ondition, A ua\a: of ii^tsiisf^ sympathy* 
went thrisugh Sir Ttieod(are, a iier(“<.‘ desiK to Ije ps»tent, 

" Will you, Then ? Will you Iriok uftui' thum — if it comes 
to that ? ’ 

' Can’t you sue that 1 will.’ 

‘ Yes. You know rny ideas about la ov a boy should be 

brought up. The little girls ’ he enpjicd. ' Ed knows 

better than we do all they need. But Thco will want, a 
man to see to him. May I constitute' you liis guardian' in 

case of the worst ? ’ 
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IFrjtnf'i*?, I ' he looked at the tall j\Mftdo-w8 fur a 

nliroeiit. ‘ Francis, put everything, ever^dhjng you carets 
int'f my hands. My liic is pretty ernjity itow. If — well, it 
may be ^uch emptii’V presetitly, thofigh God grant not. 
Fill it iy> fi^r me as much us y<yi can with duties that v'iH 
be ol some use and l)'/iie|'it*to Ihi-m. I love ^en^ That’s 
all I need to^uy.’ 

‘That says ev(uy thing. That 's uhat I wanted,’ 

Pros' Titly Drii/il u liio|)( IT <1 : 

* That sc<‘ms all, r< y;U(ls tlu ir future/ 

n <Te a I'Uiu silciiu.’ lx t\\<x II two friuiR/s. At last 
Theodore hml^e it hy .sayiny ; 

* Yrui eaiiT, k<er) it to your.self till Thuri-day is ever, you 
eai/t/ 

' 1 aiu g'niio'to. Id< k ru )\\ s that/ and ayiTo s/ 

» Yb)U caTi\®d< ► it/ 

' Db'iny it \\ill lu ll') \mr tiTTiu’udou Ke It 's s< -uicl (uug t<_) 

grip ( 'll t< e li\'r‘ ' 

' Bu^ Edna-- .^le iiiiyl Ijnd <'Ut. Sly is .set one with 

aiK'is. And wonu-n ha\a; ;in 4duM>'-t iny-t ieu 1 knowl(‘dge 
r.f things soiuetinu's/ 

llis mind ^vas fixed <'ntir<-ly on lolna# 1 tm/il as he said 
that. 

‘And the slm^’F: to Ij-r. Sh<' will have lu.) tinu.’ tn ju’r^pare. 
She will 1 ( )se tie Hs<' da\'s/ 

‘ Losf^l (kain tl'^nn if I hold out* T\\m m<»r<‘ hap|')V days/ 
But to ha\a‘ to fae*’ I'rulax' instantly ! 

‘I 1)elie\'e it h^lSl’. I kn<a\ sln dl fnrgi\ (‘ me for 
drjing it. l'< 11 lur -an<l all tho hraK are l<H>king forward 
to tar TJiursday mus1 go. I (T.ijldi/t ask a woman trt help 
through \\ith i^, kno\fmg. E\en Ed e(*u]di/t c<»me up to 
scrateh. 

I nd^ist go ai Hi sccrikh s/ 

‘ I wish you w< )uld/ 

.Sir Theodore ehared his throat rnspingly twice, then 
suddeiily^.’ursed himself for liaving done it. An acute pang 
of ncurfdgia*scemcd to impale his brain. 

‘ \Vhere»— where is tke operati(dn going t<» take place Z ’ he 
gotoyt. ^ 

^ don't know yet/ There 's been no time to think. I 
daresay Idea — — ' 
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* It must plsLoe here/ Sir Theodore aajd, Wi,.ri ou^ip 
decisiveness. 

‘ No, Theo.’ 

' It must 1 ' 

VI couldn't —D< ►lores I Think or ]v r ! ’ 

At thaV rnona lit the distant s<hund of a piano was audible. 
Sir Theol/)re turned his head and hstoned fdr a moment. 
""Dolrires \\'as j)ractisinir an rhisiva^ and ultra-modern (5tude, 
c< >mplic7itcd, didieuit, and full of elal)<)rate deliiaicics. Iletird 
ka such a moment, and in the i^nesiaiee (d his friend, it pro- 
duced uporeSir Theodore an eff( 0 ‘t tliet surpris(‘d himsrjf. 

‘Dolores ! ’ he said, and his was resonant w ikh 

feeling. ' It will do her good to look thnigs''in the face I 
You have to |,’o through- that ! Aud canA shi' endure that 
if should happen in her apart n a nt ? Is she to he afraid 
of ' t^ie interrnption in onr b’A<* useless eottof\-wool live^,? 
What ? Is it siK'h a trae^ d\' t > k< <o) the pian<.> silent for a 
few^ days, to go (piietly, not to reeciw ‘ interesfing ’ people 
ai^d gossip o\'e'r tlic tea-cu{)s ? I <lo think of Dr)hsretta, and 
I say that slu^ and I a ill h' ’p you througli, Francis, and help 
Edna through — she and I ! 

In the silence the souial of the piaie*) was again audible 
in the room. Dcnzal le;inrd forward. 

‘ Theo, don't wrong Dolores ! ’ he whispered. 

‘ No, no I Perhaps - - ' Sir Theodore g< f up. ' Such a 
thing as this casts a man keese from his » ii i [ ig>,d 

Dcnzal got up t . »< >. 

' Yrai 're Hot geiug, Ih'alieis ? 

‘ Yes.' 

‘ Where to ? 

Horne.' 

Sir Thcserlore gazed at him. 

' You 're ready to faee , 

‘ ‘ I think so. I must b<‘gin on something. I can't ’ 

‘ I know. I know. Put — if Ides e'onsents to the opera- 
tion talking place here I must liuve your perrnissbon to toll 
Doloretta.' 

‘ Before Ed knows ? That is anofdier reason against its 
taking place here,’ 

* It can't be done in your flat, bccaiise of the children.^ 

‘ I think the Anglo-American Hospital ’ 
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iFr^fiicis, if Ides consents, let us give yoi^ af home to go 
though it in. It 's bad enough. ^Vith us — here — at L ast 
yoij’U feel, and Ivina frill frob you ’ro witi^ those who eare. 
I have a horror of ni^singdiornes. Artd ve have so much 
useless ipac^e' 

He st( »pp<'d. 

^ Irks Aiair d< eidv’ la? add-d. 

'Yes, Lb.v vill know Iwst. Ikit -anyhow — thank-you," 
ol(f follow. I ehand forge t all tliat ^ 

He bi’oke off. Lik<‘ a stal) there seeiival efriven into liiin 
the ihpiig^it ; 

^ ' How niupli 1< aig' r s^iall I bo abt' to roinoniber anything ? ’ 

'Shall we Si'* JJohwetta for a iiionient ? r.r would you 
rather ii< )t ? * 

Denzil hesiratod. 

^ I should i1k(‘ t's say goo(hb\a' to hor.' 

' And then shall I \\'a^h back with \s.u ^ 

I think t nunf go ak'jio. 1 - ] \\aiit to got I'eady." 

J' I kmov, I knbw.’ 

A crushing sens*; of human •inipotonce came down^on 
Sir Yhet m]. ae. 

If I e< cjIi 1 holp ! ' ho tie eight. 

For an iustaut Iw f< it liko a man suddoulv doori\aal of his 
arms, and bo-.(_d by the iusl iuol i\ o d' iro ti > stroteh thorn out 
ts) one in sore m-d of aff< eliou. And again he said to him- 
self : * 

' Cr^uldyA I)< »1< as tta holp ? 

' C<sm(‘', Fi’a I lei'll ' ho s;u(]. 

Gontly ho tr»()k Dou/.il by thr‘ arm and he] him r)ut of the 
rorfin. •Ho\e strango, how ahjiost toriibhe boeause nn- 
natnral, it sooiwod t ha f 1 )onzal A\alkrd with liis usud hrmness 
Of a strong aiaj #.lhletie man ! 


CHArTER XII 

'DErTziL only stayed ^two or ^rce minutes with Dolores, 
who stopped her practising, aira sat on the music seat with 
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one hand re^tin^ on the keys while she talked to him. j/-ist 
as he was going a\vay she said : 

‘ I had a nnte from Edna. Do you really wish me to djm« 
to the first c^T^Inony on Thursday / Of eourse, Theo ’s a 
g'aifather. dliat is differei't. I hn geang to look iii on the 
children \n the evening. But Edna has in\'itcd me to the 
pre:^(;nt-givhng too/ 

Oh, d(.) ceane and jjreesont the whip/ said ])' iizil in a 
whisper. ♦ 

^ Those were his last words t<‘> D<*lores, * Sii' dde‘(jd()re went 
to let his frnend out. \\ hon he reiTics leu'lc l)(»l(»r('^ wasr-still 
at the piano, but she was not playing. Directly her husbaiAJ 
waa in tlw rex.an she sai<l : 

‘ Theo, wh.^t is the mattor with l/ainois > ’ 

The matter I ' said Sir ddicodois/ startled. 

^ \ es. I de>n t mean lu.s c<_>l(l. But pvThapV I am inrks" 
creet te> ask. ^ No\asr mind.' 

She arrang<‘(l the music on the {daneostifnd, turning back 
scg^ie h oaves. 

‘This Ivavel is foarfully ‘klillicijll . M<ot (.d these rnoderh 
composers are. And <^‘ven when (Ck* has mastered their 
works, I don t kn<>\r — the isoult often svM.nis unsatisfact(sr\^.^ 
Ils allurnai<‘nt l.)i<‘n hair I'letito lanteric'/ rpiotcd Sir 
Th cisdore, trying to soern int< rest<'d and to smile. ‘ Seale- 
mont e'etait coniine cclle des vers luisamts. Elle ne 
r(:chauffait rien et <^clairait A peine.’’ J(v>lland is*not far 
from the mark.’ 

‘ No, perhaps not.’ 

H I' htoi'n] hy th'.' piaijii, Inuking on her ft'i.'in }ii'> great 

height. II'.' es'.'is dreading th'.' ini'iniTit wle n ehf' eveaild l.x'gin 
O play again. Mu.sic, any niiiM'', at Ih.-it inMneTit winild be 
like ail f.iitrag'- in the room iJenzil had jKs]- h ft. Dolon^ 
could nut know that, yet sTTe eeddeatty hesitateel to begin 
plaOng. As her liusband saiel notiiing more, however, she 
lifted her hand.s, and was just gieing to strike the keys when 
he bent suddenly and took them in his. 

' Don’t play any more to-dav, DoloretU 1 ’ 

‘ Of course not if you don't wish it.* 

‘^Just for to-day.’ 

’ There ’s nothing wrong witli the cliildren ? 

‘ No.’ * 
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Sonieyimg in her eyes, and perhaps something in his 
heaV made him long to sincere with LVdtfres at this 
monl'nt. 

‘ ITut there is S(tm<dtnngd ho said. ‘I want to tell \s ni 
what it is. But it is iiMtiny soer-t.’ 

‘ I see* I ^m afraid it ’s V‘'ry ^ad. But I (Joiht wish io 
know it.’ 

lie: let go of Ir-r hands, mikI sli^ g^eitlv shut up tJif piays), 
and^ put away the mu see Tlii> d^nes sho hcsitatod. She 
did n<:)t know what she* was going to do sin<;^ she was met 
g( »ing te) pj'aelisr. 

; ifiite you anything to do tliis afternoon, Tlieo ? ’ she 
asked. 

' Yes. •! Ui^ going t'.) s( (/ |)<»eto]' Lies.’ 

' Lady Sarali*N'^»rotli''i^-inda w ! 

' I know hiyi ages ago wlaai I^o w;us ])ra(‘tising h'TC and 1 
was a Secretary r»f Eml»assy. ll^'s an intoresting 
We must goi: himjioro whils* ho 's^n Bouay' 

Ho saw^ l>y li'W eyes that sho had irnniodi:Lt( ly Ooimected 
H^.'tor Idos with th<‘ lliingiio Ij.-kI n<g t^Ll laae /ind lio frills 
if it wars liis strong (h-siro to L lf it to Ii<t wliiidi ma<le her 
So almost unoannily intoHigonl nt that inorie nt. 

' Yt^s. I should like to know him. •Well, I will wTite 
some letters.’ 

Slif wa. rit sl#wly to tho writ i ng-t alL a sat dow'n, took a 
pen, anih' gan ?o writo. Sir ddi' ^'^l'Uo lookod for a moment 
at the dolioato tino>.f hor kaig i^odg wiili tlio soft dark liair 
again^ it 5 whitiaioss, and al lau Loauliful 111 Ik' laaid bent 
oyer the wwiting gii do. Sho at loa^t was not suffering, \vfiS 
not^ drKjmed. A\ hat it must be to stand by and w^ateh a 
gentle woman suffor l4uril)l\^ ' 

^ And tlieii suddenly E<lna J )enzil rose U]) before him. And 
her face was h.<l|^»y. ^ Ndw er hjjJ he seen her loolc unhappy. 
Y hat Was bef<^e them a^ ?♦ Like r)t'n 7 al ho felt that hr mi^st 
a grip on the things of the day, coneont^rate himself on the 
fnoment.^ Ides ! Ho must go and see Ides. 

He wwnt* out of the room without speaking ag^ain to 
Dolores, and the last sound that he heard before Iw^shut the 
door was the slow scratching of her pen on the notepaper she 
wrfs*coverilig. 

Doctor Ides was m the ho|eh Through the glass door 
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Sir Th<-odcire saw him sitting alone reading the Tpnes in a 
quiet Corner rj.f the lag hall in whiidi Schiz/a had plA'ed. 
He vvH,s \vr,Trj;ig g' >hl-rirnrnu(l cyuglassus, and his /rcsli- 
cohsiin d, cluaii-Eha'sun fauu lot tkud^vcry sorioUN, and rathur 
iifdpassivo as hu rrad. Ihit Sir I’li' odoih y oycs fix-'d tlu nn 
sulvt'S on las h.inds. 'I'h y holh holding t\\<: paper, 

largo, vv-rll-shajx d, p' oi fij], and yot di liual <slooking )i:jnd>, 
jayik irw.' iheir, \Njth oval li ngi r-l jjo,. \\\>nld they be aljlo to 
sava^ bVaneis ? 

, t 

DorPir 1(1- s looto'd np snddciilv o\'cr his (^y< glasst^s, 
wrinkling his high f<>rohcad and slightlv' tni'iniig his huad 
witludul iiEoing his body. llu laid down the Time's ^vl^yu 
he saw Sir dka'i >d< asn 
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Munich/ , ^ , 

' I doiiljt \sTy much \\lu ^l^er he dl Imj alXo to take nn th-.f 
app( a’ntincnt.’ 

^ ^ But 

‘ I hope to saw- hi^ lifo/ 

‘ Isr/t there a great danger of pnounionia after such an 
Operation ? ’ 

* Not to my patients/ 

^ But shock to the systertx ? ’ 

‘ Any shock to the system wiU not depend on the 
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openng the larynx, but on the manipulations rerpiired 
in ill 

‘ .41.(1 — exeisic ai ? 

‘ It may be re e- s^ary. I 'm sp<'aking to you with absolute 
frankness, as I did to li^ii. In my lontr (‘xpiTivnee 1 have 
found tleit wiTh nuot pate nt^ p'aC< et si ne* rity.is the wisei^t 
p<sliey, even sp( akiny ne di'silly. It ei-rates that^pleiidid 
b(jnd betwr( n do(‘tor and p.ithait, trust. Tlisre^niay ^e 
casej wh'Te one mud, hold b:iek tho truth. Mi’. Denzil \s 
is not one of tli' in.' 

' You ar^‘ riLflit. lint aliout Ins poor wir<‘ ? 

' talked that o\'rr. [ off(n ,l to iin hom(‘ N\*ith him to 
her and to telp thiouyh «.Mt h tin- 1< limy. Hut he is set upon 
ha vine emtaiu bn I h< la\' f<- t n it i< s hrd.’ 

' Is it I'iyht ? • it fair to ler ? ’ 

Dr)Ct(»r Id^'^lifted his (yxs ylas>( s, h<'ld tle iu t)i-t\v< en twO 
of Ins finyers for a Tienmait. laid th- m do\\[i ay.ym 

' She gains — [)e^ia[>s — a eiuiph' days (d he i 4 jtiness. 

' Perhaps ? 

•^•ManV woiner. not (fasv to d< <*' i\'e, some eanriot^be 

dcceis'ed.' 

' Hut is it right e\a n to tr\' ? 

^ My p. )sition vas thi-. I was obliged to ])ronounce a 
terrible verdict. t< »i d: it, as s< » man v ( i< e with \n Irat srianed 
almost inhumaii <‘ahnmos. Ihit Ih; el:imied twsi days. In 
his eesiMWion, from my point <d 4’4wv, th<re is little reason 
wliy he should ^i(»tMia\<* theni.^ I oxpLuned matters medi- 
cally. ^ Ild stiielc to those two days, \ did Hot (‘o!isid<T it 
within my provinee to enter iid.h> Igs doimwtie relations. I 
Sai^ so. And tie re it eiiikd.’ 

^ It woiikl have to (jid tli' i’e^ eoiirse. Hut I knewv his 
\^ite So Well.' 

Sir Theodorir ^tud^ed the enjjKd. for a miiiutt' or tw'o. 
T1 len, 4eavn ig*ti lat subjped^ h<‘ bi’oaihied hi> plan that the 
Cf^:)eration should take ]daee in the Pala/,/(.>d>ai berini. 

'If — wjiieh God forbid — he has to dirs let it be in the 
home of thr^se wdio care for him at least,’ he said. ' I know 
all the advantages of hospitals and mirsmgdiornes. • Hvery^- 
thing ready, everything hsreseen and arranged for. There 
^3 AnjIlo-'Americiui Hospital here. I’ve been over* it. 
It’s splendidly managed. Bui — well, Doctor Ides, this is a 
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matter of sentiment witli me. I ^m not asliamed to crvitess 
it. Deiizfi my best friend. Let Kirn bring Iris troimo to 
me, I ^vill do^ the be^t for liiin I can. I know, of c/eirse, 
the rjuesfinn of expanse arises. If he lives he anc 1 will 
arrange it h< f\vrr\i us. If he di<^ — pheise r-Tnemoer it ’s 
splely my affair. T ’m b' tte^ off at pr(\sen*L than he is. 
Nnrsos, ;‘\'(Tytliiiig tliat can b<‘ \\ant<‘(l. Vou^shall crane and 
d<^ wh;H.,y()U lilc*' in rny apartncait, 1« ar aii\'thing down, turn 
anything out, strip walls, lloors ; riotlung matters but 
P'rancisd 

< 

' Dill vuu rni ntiiiri this idi-a ti> him ?” 

‘ Yi s. Of (soiirse ho b(‘g:iii about a I lursi ng-htsme. ^But ' — 
Sir Tlcaxhae laid a t\vif<‘hing br<»\vn har^l o^^ Doctor Ides’ 
sleeve — 'I know him. and in liis hoart hh' wgs koging that 
it shrcild b(‘'in my hymo. His wif*- t '.><_» she will wash 

It, wLen :dih' lac -w s ! ' * 

^ *J should jchfer the nursing-h* »mo.’ 

‘ Do you jj.bs( »Iul <Iy \'eJ-<» th<‘ <>(h<'r id'Ci ? 

After H paiis's during wlii<‘h I)MePa' Lies sat with his blue 
eyes tixed on Sir Thootl^ats he swid : 

iSo. 

Irnpulsivrly Sir Tlieod'»re gof ujn 

‘Come and shCMiiy a[)aitni<iO and gi\a‘' anv directions 
yrai like. You arc ma' t< r in d 

The d('et(»r t<to!: n[» his r\'( g|a'l^<'e, and foyixvotl Sir Tlieo- 
dorc^'s <‘xaniple. Wlmi je* had found his skft grey^liat, and 
they Were g<cng cuk through tlc' rrxs'hmg tltM_.r, he said : 

Falazzo Farljerini, is it ? ’ 

" \ esd 

If it is t<s be th<Te, keep it absolutrD' quiet beforehand. 
You kiDOv Idov fussy ]dcopl(^ an' about ever\'th1'ng that 
hapje-ns in a building tlwy inhabit, liowa ver immense it .is*’ 

' Of Course.’ 

Abrujdly the thought of*l)olpres came tochim. ^All this 
tmre he had not p nwmlKa-cd Idt, 

‘ Mv wife ! ’ he said. ' She is at home this afternooti. 
She will have to knr»wa’ 

* But haven’t you talked over your suggestion with her ? 

* No. She knows nothing, Deiizil Linehed wdtii us to-day, 
but he did not tell her,’ 

‘ Well, if the operation is jjLrranged to take place in your 
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apartment she must be told. Purhaps she will ^lot wish 

it.’ Y 

The^octor sent a glance^ at his uoni[>aninn. 

'She will be oaih' tv) aiiylhins,^ that* can help Denzil 
throuyh. She is \'rr\^ f<>iid of Inni Aiu.l ahs ady .shr sus- 
pects soinfdhing. Sh<‘ ;i'd:rd rte- a 1 1 ' r liiia*h wh?it wjis the 
matter with hinf*t<>-d;i\'/ 

'I darusay wu sliall ha\a‘ Mrs. Dcnzil dciny that t(.)0,’ 
observ^il Dodr^r Lhs pi he live • 

‘ I doiht kjiow. I tlgiih I'ranuis- -Dc nzil I nuaiii — meant 
to yet liimsidi absnliilcly in li;ind. And he 's a stro^y man/ 

‘ I^rrspA't him foi- tlu‘ wa\ lie if. JPit \s(‘ spceialists 

learn t<s r' sprut*# yr^at m;fii\^ <'Ur pali< iits.’ 

The d< M;t ( tf i< ■(] . 

' Tliat is a (OHiip^imituHi t^r curtain di^lllusionsd he added, 
as to cc'vcr tlu' *iyh. 

‘ fh^ten wonder how a yiZ'ut siiry< oii can undiirt' liis life,’ 
said Sir Thuod^ru. ^ ulany, as h<^ mud, pui'p^ ii.ylly m 
the midst of duspi-raitc human aiixl' l\'.' 

learns to diMiiiw Ins (sasoa fi'ojii his mind dii’uctly hi.'/ 
*<p1ati'Tds are hioyond hi- siyl‘h b» ^hiit them out shaipjy till 
the time cisinus to w<ch (<•!’ tli'Tii.' * 

• ' Can yriu d< » that V ' 

'As a rule, vu.>. ^hsai’s ayo I found thst unhs^ I could 
mamiye to do it I •;|jould umph have to ywa* up practisiny 
as a this )at asalid/ 

' D'S you nwan tlTat lTii. afb ri i< >• uf f»>r iiu*lan<N\ you cmild 
go, say, f(^ an*exp< dit 1 . ill in tho (’am|iayna and 'nj-*}' it V 

'I daresay I coijhh <Mi<‘ lliiny mg pri»f<s-ion toaches. 

It teaolius a man to fauc hf'- an<l (h aMi, not only for himself 

• ■ < 

but frir iithtrs, ^vil|| (’muI witli stiuuh' i ' ' S.' 

lifted up one li;^d. 

^ ♦ This harid rnusf nwr#' tromhh'dSir Idioodoru. I have 
to bear thAt in rnTnd. l>ut.flif^ fact that a .oirycoji must 
posse.?s comt)lete sdf-conti'ol does n«»t uxoludo ttiu possi- 
bility of his J34>ssessing a (‘ortain amount' — tlw do(d-»r put a 
faintly ironic stress on the last tws:> wmds — ' of human 
sympathy. I ^now^ persenially w^hat thrisat trmiblc is. ^ 
was once thought to be dying of a disease of the throat 
mysi^f> .. ^ 

‘ You 1 ’ 
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was 


‘ Yes, I tliroat eonsiimption. For nearly a y§ar 
away on t/?e Cotswold Hills and never once spoke^ 

‘ Do you rt^aUy mean thnt yon^did imt utter one ’ 

' Not oiH\’ returned the doetor^ri his lazy voice. 

At this* na )nr rit tla.a; reaeh' d the eiitranee to die rearden 
in frr.nl (.rile' Pahizzo IkirlxA'ini. 

‘ H 1 lat \s to be done abmit riiv wife ? ’ sraid Sir Theodore 
as th< v 1 urned in. 

‘ Perhaps sli<i will have gon*; out/ ^ 

'If sheMiasnd? Tlir triilh i-. dhat Ddizil evidently 
thinks Mr^, Denzil should riot hr ke[)t in igii.syiuietpand my 
\dfe kiisov.' 

' Lady Cannvny ecrtainly \viiriia\s‘<o l^lnw if the opera- 
tion is to Sake place in h' r ;i [)artnienf/ 

'Perhaps 1 needn't t<ll Icr t^l I lia'^a‘'‘o en D-nv/il aeain, 
and r'xolsined. Tien he euri d. <’jde wIf'IIiit it w.^nld not be 
best to ted his \\ ir(‘ at <aieed , 

Th(‘V ^er<-‘ at the fcAt <.f the ie’g -t^av* stairesse. 

‘ He will not tell M r>. 1 )einnl till :i fl < a' Th 1 1 rsd:iy\s festi vityd 

' laid 1 )' )et' fdes. ' jU ean V i ke n ly w ^ as 1 for t fiat.' 

' And ean he eoriie in on the \ day < d the < '[)erati' *n ‘D 
' It'is n<.t deyral)l(e and I fold him s(». Put in the sper-ial 
cireiimstaiiees, and as it only ne ans a f<'\v minutes l»v motor, 

I will permit it at his iiry. nf d. sipod 

As the doctor said the l;u.t \^.a'ds was tile sound of 

deseeiiding light feof on th<' stoies and hidna«D(-nzil e;im<? 
round the angle'of the Vtaireaso ujxffi t Ite two rurai. Win ■(T 
she saw' tlmm -he stop[)((h 
' Oh, d'he. )(!( )re I ' * 

She held (ait her harsl tr> Dorgor bh s, with the elparming, 
slight smile which <‘ame so nal ma lly to her rather pale lips, 
turning th< in up a htth- at tho eormu's. 

' I 've been n[) to s( 'c^ )oloi-< s fo^; a moTieait. 1 thought it 
just prrssible I migtit lind i'^ranzi Insre toV), RuPhe es gsaie. 
That doesn’tdnatli r. W hat [ wanted was to maki! sure 
Dol ores Would C'cm' to tie.* pr< s<ait-givung as^w'ell as 'to tig? 
chilrlreii’s/es/u xm Thursday/ 

She put her fae(s near to Docto]^ Idesk 

‘ It 's only my little son's birthday. Rut w'e 're in quite 
a turmoil over it, a hai»py turmbil bien cni^ndu. . J r^ither 
encourage a fuss on su^ occasions. Don’t you tliiiik I’m 
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right 7- Children do so revel in a fuss. But it musj be ^^nly 
now aiVl then.’ 

‘It (^X‘s them g< »..(]/ sa^d Deetor Ides, ‘A hapjn' fuss 
f^cts as a tonic.’ 

‘I)<M."snd it? If \a.u stand s<<ing the eff'^et of the 

tonic, wc sJiall be \ ery haj>py h* \\< lei^nc- yon cm* Thursday 
evening. Lady ^ai'ah is e<miing. I>nt dordt reply. «,] ust 
see vhedher \'()U f' * 1 inelm.'d . .r not csli-ai Tliursda\^ arriwes. 
Oh, Tl^ec^lorr ! ' — sh^ tniae'd to lilni ynieldy — ' sv hat 's the 
exact thing in riding g^nhas for a l>o\ ? T (‘an*t lind out 

from Id'an/i be<‘ause 1 mns<d him (‘ofning Imre. .\jid Ida 

# ' 

on n^jy^ ^^1v to ihe C’or.^* now. Do forgice me, Doctor 

Ides ‘ ' 

She desc‘einled*a s1 ep or t\\o with Sir The- >dorc> and held 
a brief c< '11< >puy ^^'irtl ftim. 

' trown, of ! \'es - - jlr\it)lc‘. T know the exact 

thing no\v. ddiank yoii, djieod.we.' 

She looked b^ek ht s fis ^n hi low. In*^nc»tieed 

the (‘ast in her (‘ye and tli'Mighf. as learly all nc n did, how 
attra4‘^i\ (‘ it w a a * 

* '"'^\h^‘n my old J‘'ran/i fails nm I alwaws come to Sir 
The( )(.]( c'e. Ik has an in-.linet alxait elii|dr(.ii. IA)rgi\'(.^ 

nT(o pleas(‘, for slopping yai an<l ini <rnipting voiir s<rh'Us 

talk ^^it^l rn\' lillle '-•nd g.iil-aw. l>ijl |j(‘ cl< >< s think them 

10 ' 

of su(‘h suj'>rcine in^porl alien’d 

‘I’m gen^g in t< II m\' wife, d^^eloiy' Sir ddi< odore said, 
almost sternly, wliTn .1\rs. D( n/,il Jiad g'mT‘. 'It can’t be 
hcl[>(_'d wffc'tlidr D'Ci/^I \'.i Ims il or lad. Mrs. !)< n/.il wall 
forgive it because' (>f ibc' is ;ison our g' Mmg tilings ready 
tc) — for^ Friday Ir i'ca And b' <id'''S His face was 

dra.wn and wajrking. 

•B^'sides my \\ iTey^dr'sadv knows something is wiamg, 
an^ she wall stm— tlTe trul^i is Ix'st.’ 

Yes, I believe 

Sir ’The od ore put his key into th(‘ d(Har. ITc' was ang’ry 
^ith himself what he coiisidt'red his lack of self-vontrol, 
]J: seemed that ke had ned h arnt, like Doctor Ides, to face 
death for othei^s. Ilis wai^n affection fur Edna Denzil and 
the ehildrtm tortured him. He felt like a coward — for them, 
and ^g^fclt guilty of insiiAa'rity to^airds one transparently 
sincere. This last feeling had re^ly decided him to be 



frank wjth l)oloreg at once. He needed, almost^phiEsicaUy, 
that outbiaVst. / 

* You shah see the bedrooms ^nd decide what is test,’ he 
said, as he let the doctor in. hH'^'f’^ember you have on^' 
to say. Nothing 
iinpi isbil.ile. ’ 


wi]| be inconvenient, notliing will be 


Th oy [lassrcl thronyh tlv‘ sittiny-r< x >niii without finding 
Dolnres, and presently iMdorr tlir door of her and 

Sir Thrn(](>rr\\ ht drui^iii, in front of the {ficture attributed 
to Liiiiii. ' 


‘ My \rife is probably \n rr. I dl just saii^ Sir Theodore. 
DtM'tor Lh‘s put on his ♦-‘‘yrgh^ses and examined the 
picturt' eari.'fullv. 

M)olnrws ! ' 


Sir Theodori' tryyird. 

' Are yoi.i hrr(‘ 

\ rs, vonif* in. Th's» ! ' answe'^rd a \'oice frt'm within, 

' One* minute, D- »(U or ! ' ^ * 

Sir ThrodoiN^ won! jiUo thb‘ r<unn andsshul tln^ dor>r. 

T Dolores was .^tari<Iiiiy bofi-ro a h*iiy mirror let ih^o tlie 
door \Nhirh dixid^d th<‘ bcdr^nari fr<*rii Sir TheodorT^b 
driesNi,'iy-ro( »m, tiyung <>11 hals. With h« t was a short, stout, 
and alm<)st unnaturidly swarthy woman, with a lieaey nose, 
and large, but sunk<u'\ cyos, whs) was standing \ip, gesticulat- 
ing, and tall:ing in th'.‘ hsud and ugl\'ooice ss) often tb) be 
heard among tha l(<ws‘r ala^'.* s in Italy. Td>iai the fisior 
wai-s a numbar of larg-^ eardl>o;ird bo\r^. siinjo open and 
sr^ma lint. Three hats wrr<‘ ranged on chairs, vjne lay on 
the damask (‘ovrring (tf one of ttia In ds. ] JoLsras had just 
put a fiflli, pala y(d)<(w in colour witli sa lbjw plumes, on 
her dark little head, iiiid still liml Ikt liands raised holding 
it whan her husband (sina^ in. N(d turning she looked at 
him in the inirroi' and 'aid : ; ' » 

‘ You can help ma, Thao, ii you havx a mdment. Do 
you think yellow IxsN.ming to — — ? 

Her \ oiee died away. She turned ra>und to look into the 
living face at ^vhose ri-Jlaction she had been gazing. 

' Ma, caro sigimre, I keep telling the signora that in all 
Rome — and may the Madonna send me sorrow if I say the 
thing that is untrue — all Rolne there 'b not .aoprinci- 
pessa ’ 
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The stf de»it voice broke off. then ^ebly oddei^ math a 
ote as cf protest, ‘ ??w, caro signore ! ’ and brok^e off again. 
‘ Dolorfs, get rid of all lhis> I want ti:i spi/uk to you.’ 

Th ere 'Kas an alinrtst fierc^Jy iroiiirnl sounfl in his voice, 
/hirh Drnore^ ha4 nrvor before hcardlin if. She li/t^d the 
flh ov hat from h<T lir-ad and h;nid(’d if to thr fat woijian, 
^vh CbSc features loolv<’d hcaw^ with siilk\' indienati<:»n. 

\sith a epsture towards one of 


said 


• ra ? 
>m. 


\ ‘ Another day ! ' sir; 

the l^oxei^ 

I am to C(sm< eyain, ^^yn 
The voi(^'^ (1 in fho ro 
‘ Yes*’ Dolores rlams'd af h'-r husband. ' Sh ! ’ 

The wsjman beymi t<Tr(>lt-ef th-' liafs, ea'-iiny side ylances 
of sluttish eorid*rmiTat io^i at tla- tall man who ha<l dafed thus 
to brt^k into w'omards pro\hiii*e, and .seatfer jih asures and 
gains tpj:he wands •with a look and a s<ait( nee she had injt 
understood. Sir Th«'<Ml<>re .s4<*od waiting in sit nee till at 
length she had fint-.h< 'df and was stnngurg her be)xes t'sg'.'ther 
preparatory ^o departure. 

‘ Wlftli shall 1- 
1 dl let yh)u kraswe’ 

^ ' ^Binsn giorries — 

She did not get oiil ft' signora.’ 

' Buon gioriio/ sai<l l*)ot)r(‘s. 

Tie- fat W'oman g^tt away unnar.^ed in 
waiddling side\Tays, \wthJho t.ail id la r T»la 


behind her, and^her larg-' liip 


eardbi.ard and 
k giO\'n lea])ing 
\'vinging li'a'i’i'ly, walk a sort 
of surging motieai. \Ve‘n a1 last slia ^vas g^ )ne, D( Tares 
liioked at hi'^r hnsliand. And h'T hig < \s s W(T(‘ a question. 
But tliough they w-re ataa' lie did ^"t T-ply to it. His 
pointed beard shift<;d ns 1^‘ iimvfd his lips, wdiich wvtc 
tightly tog< ■II, y H.. I.,.. k'd at and away from his 
wufe*two or tUrec tinges, aiaf it Sisaiaarto Di)li>res that m his 
glance there weis a sort i)f (+^ a<ny appraisi nieait, such as 
might in the glance of a eniel, or haastile, strung< r. 

A.t last he opfned his lips. 

I ’m 6orr>" to iTiterrupt you/ he began. 

'What doe^ 4t rnattf^r ?• It wees only hats/ she said, 
rather wearily, and in a little veaee ahn^'st like a child’s. 

‘ Bift^ Hi alreldy interrupted your practising. You will 
thinkyl have ucjchiag to do but to curmudgeon. 
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But— ’ hu hesitated. ‘ But the fact is, I>:eet<yr Ides is 
here, aiul ' 

'Doutor Tdrs ! ' she snid, <irj hjiigur in a eliild^s voice, 

' Tlu o ! ;;ir(‘ ill ? ' 

Sh<" \vas hrside lur^i ahn<>st before he l^riew^she was guing 
tr» iiu )\ e. 

jFTfeetly Well. But I Want y«Tu to cr»me ana see 
L)( )(‘t< U Idesg 

She ga7.(‘(bat liiin. 

‘ \Vhn is ill? What is it*? What is the matter? L)o 
you >:liink — surely yisu don’t imagiiu* tli^^re ^ anything 
wrong with nu' ? 

II(T small fare had suddenly bre.fdie mil of suspieion. 

Of Course Tuat. Ihit come with ifnd sjx.aik to Doctor 
Idmsd 

H<* < -p-aied tlu' d< )< >r. 

^ WhVre is he : ’ 

pr)i<>r('s eanie fi'dfn the bedro. uiif and ' found the doet^sr 
before the Luini. She lu‘ld out h<T hand, w|th an evident 
effort to eoiiecal tuT. surprise at linding liim tiu-re. ' 

'I'm So glad yrui ha\'e eoine. Is my husband showWg 
vou' the apav^ merit ? ’ 

^ Vesd 

' I su[)pose \'o‘ ha\'e got I'alleT a bedror»m, perhaps. 

You Were e(sining to sfs* it ? Did T.ad{'‘ Sarah tell vsai about 
it ? ' ^ ^ 

' Doctor Ids's has a^s]M-eial jau’pose in corning here, Dolo- 
retta,' int<‘rrnpte(l Sir ddu'()d()re. ^ 

Direelly tiu y w'er<> \Mth this (silm, elderly man, with the 
(pii* t blue eyes, and f! he (piict [)ink hands, Sir Thoasdore felt 
aV»h- to tell the truth t<» D<*lor<‘*. 

Yes ? Shan't we go soni'ovlu repaid sit down 7 

Let us eorne in liY’<e' sai<l IrV' husband. , 

She led the^ way into tht‘ great bedroom, ancf the two men 
followv'd. 

Sir Theodore shut the door. 

' Ydiat is it ? ’ 

Dolores spoke to Doctor Lies. She sat down on the 
damask of her low byd and took hold of the carved wooden 
rail. 

May I sit dow n ? ’ f^ked the doctor. 
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He torA a fhair. 

‘ Your |iusband has a proposition t<| lay bef(ye you. I 
am con(?cnied in it. So he br^aiyht inrhrre/ 

'Doloretta, you kra)W ho\,-\l);id Francis's \^oice has been 
for some time.? ’ % I 

^ She turned towards hifii, Jcaniiig her i^la r haruf on^the 
bed, whieh creaked slightly. 

' Of course.’ 

She st(^ped. In a moment sir' had gras]^fd the truth 
wdiieh liad s(* far eh]<led h(_i‘. 

' Francises ilh! Ifis Ihissat ! 

' Yesf tliat 's it/ 

‘ Very ill ? ’ 

Her glance traveled swifth^ to the doctor. He \vVis sur- 
prise( u >y the ardiait lighi ha sh< aiegin her ess’S, and e< add 
not inttir^ret its merming. 

'I’m sorry^ to say Mis l.iT n/d is in a very dan^aTiais 
condition.' ' • 


'What are»y<su going to do ? ^ \\'h\ did \s.u \vi>h t<:) go 
througfllhe apartment ? ’ 

shall have to operate on Mr. Drn/il's tliroat next 
Friijay. Y(.)ur husicand wanted to consult you 4 is to whaii.T 
it is fiaasilde f(sr the operaticui to lak<' placi' h' rc.’ 

IL re !/ 

She lifted the ITaiiu^ that had rcOo,l nu the bed and in- 
elieatcd the room. ^ ^ ^ 

' Dolorettiji, I,f< lt siirr' \'ou woiiM agrer with me that 
we Could gi\ e Fraiaas j^shoIt'T in Ins greaf ( r* id^h’/ In gan 
Sir Thtsjdore hastily, and with a s^at strmig d< cjmvc 
earnestness quite diffcr<‘nt from his nlanmr hith<rto. 'It 
is a platter of life or (hsdh, .Vid 

'-istsmlo/ ^.he intern /»te< 1 him. ' Vou doi/t understand, 
The<T. Wail u meauent, [»1( ase.' 

-I » * ^ 

She got up gently from the bed and walk* d across the 
ro<sm, cVasvirig down Ikt (‘sa bi-ows and knitting her br(wvs. 
Tl?e doctor wat^^ied her, and took no notice of Sir ddie*.*d*ae. 

turned just where there wuis an armchair, and sat down 
in it, wdth her thin arms or> her knees, leaning \ er\^ much 
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' Oiv— ^riday ! ’ she said, in a low voice. 

Sir Thco^lore was ItiJl standing. 

‘ Francis wishes toUa? at lil-^c Theo\ birthday festivities/ 
he said. ^ 

' Edna — she d<;»esntt know. No, she ch.sesn't know.’ 

'/no ( )np knr>ws Isnt r»urs< ■1\'( s, ar'id Francis of course,’ 

JTe is not ,Lt<>in(^^ to Ir]] Edna ? 

' Not til] after Thursday.' 

She looked ut the two nim, end neither of tlysm could 
understand what was jsas^ing th^ouoh lea’ niind. But her 
face ieerred t<j both of tlean t(t hold for'^a rs^ornent an 
expression of sexarity whi<’h made ler lor)k s^iddenly 
older. 

' Po(./T ' she paused, tie n add^d, ''Eraiieis ! ’ 

' Would you eofisenf to tljM > •[)‘a'a t e >n taking })laee here ? ’ 
^ said Do<;‘tor Id<‘s. 

Y(.‘s' oil \ < s, ' 

Thelook of sr\( r1t\' left her face slat spoke, and there 
was a reav e;Lg(‘rno,ss that was alnio-t vi< Fait ^in her voice. 
Sir Thco<]<»ro ne >\a-d, durning towards Doefor bJes. * * 

Ah ! ’ he said. 

Blit tie* intsaiatioii (sf his \'oier (‘ou\cV';d a ' Tle re ! 
T1 lat ’s the wa)uia[i who's ni\' \ ' as clearly as wasrds 

ceaild ha\'e (h aes 

' Doedor hh's,’ Doloi’cs a<]d'.(i. '•t'S] wd] save him? 

Y< >11 wasn’t hd liiih die ? 

Suddordv sle’ seemed to realise the absiird^ity of such 
apfx als to a great surg<'oii, aiel she i^dd- d (piietlv : 

'Tell us what to do. Whieli roofii. or rooms, will \aau 
need? How^ oiightf they to be prepared? Alh our ser- 
seuits, <exee]d niv maid, aie Italhiiis. J/ut I will see to every- 
thing. Y oil lead net b(‘ afraid lh\t vour oi'dcrs be 

carrad out. There wMl b*.' a niiKe, I su[)pose ? ‘ ' 

' Yes, T shall haw* to g^d a traineil nurse. If it w^ere in 
London I should need a skilled assistant to stay, wdthin 
call for the lirst twenty-fe>ur laaiirs. But d vvill take his 
place here.’ ' ^ 

‘ .\nd if I can do anythingoyou have #nly to tell me. 
Perhaps I don’t look^vprx' stroijg, but I am. I We got more 
resisting power than any one would suppo/e.’ ^ ^ ^ 

As Dolores said th% last wolfds a look, of almo^ bard 
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defiance firossed her small face, and ^er eyes shon« with 
determination. 

' Come, come, l)hH‘tor 1 ' ske add<‘d,^ getting up swifilv. 
'■ Yc^u haven’t seen all Mie rex^is. T ’lljsliow ftiem to \e)U— 
eveiything. e \e g.>1 h>f sj>a(‘e fuel air. And we ’ll 
^ake care of him le re -‘wMti’t wr, d’h< <> V as h<‘ coiifd n^oaT 
be takeii caiv of aifloa^r \V<“ 'll In Ip you to 

him, Doctor. \\c ’ll lalj) \s>n Im ,sa\<' lnni.' 

She transform'd. YIp' lanaoiid, cxfdic lo(»kmg 

woman was gone. Eiioi’gy, d'-eision, almost feverish 
determinati>ui vvkjre aliv'e, and eliovo'd in la r. Sir Tti< *»disrc 
ihoughUof the hats, tlw vvsan.m before Ih'' mirror with up- 
lift (‘d hands. lie laTtisDIie raT li< j- dawdling, alne ot jYainl ive 
' You can help Ti'cs I'hce. Do \s»u Ihinlv reltav betojiOing ? ’ 
And lui marvah'sl -aial wa rn lituldnl. 

ir e w^is.proud of Delores at llial moiic nt. 

Ik-rhaps he veaiM have mams'll< '.1 more an hour la^er had 
he Seen his wife. 'Slie iay st ]( -( e| e < j <.iihli(‘ damask o? Jier 
lied, the }')(‘dr^>otn diMP’ tteled. ^Jhl' bead Was Iii)t on th(^ 
}alb.)WS,»nul was eii tlf sauc' bwol a^ b'-r fe<-t. Jfer hands 
gra’?^.‘d the l.)ed-(.‘lol bes uiid'a tbe (bimask (‘oV'ering. And 
she was ciying wifb a s'Ul of d' ^peratrai, jvid siAhing. 
Her tall, slim body was sbaleai by eonvulsivs* sbuiid' ro. In 
her^attil ude, and in tla^soundN tbal eanio frojn bur tlivri* 
was expressed net onlE despair, lait alse a smjI of I'ag'S 

Before Sir TbTs xb as- went a\va\^ wifdi I asd (.^r ]dos be bail 

1m'(‘1i for a few mimiles abaie witb bis wife, Teutbasl and 
^ * • 
d< lighted by her ' rKW^w (b eispci, nnsslbsbn' ss — as be 

snjvposed— and deop anxi' tv fer I'ranew,' find longing for 

sympathy,* he liad nnhnr.b ii'd bi > Ic alt. lie bad speksm 

with unreserve of his iip'Tvievt with b'raneis, and rd Idaiieis’s 

wi slips'* i IV ease (d his (b a^^. 

' Fi'tincis is not going ts> difs’ she had'Aaid ; ' Doctor Ides, 
you and I — we wsjn’t fet l^danei,-: dils’ 

Then, '^fter an instant of sib rieta .she iiad added : 

' Do you behe\»e in faith healing ? ’ 

* Chis is a oa^se fsfr surgery.’ 

' And after the i»j.)eratie)n ? 

' Afterwards ? Do you thijrfk , 

‘ I ’ll 1 you t<|-mght, when we arc quiet, what we cati 
do foi 
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Thw Sir Th(.ndoi£ had gone away with Doctor tides, and 


D<:>lores g< Tne to 

Faith ! \\^hure w 


»uier room to weep. 

*vs it ? Knd she faith who had talked 
of it with such quiet eonvieti<|^i })ut a moiurnt ago ? ^ 

Destiny ! Dcstin;\l ! That was the t^Trib][e word which 
cnvcluped her mind like a'grcat ebrnd aa bhe lay and wept. 


CIIADJlsF XIII 

TiirRsViAY csinc and lalna D'Uizil liaiFresf penetrated the 
secret cf li< r liushand. Sliii \s.t^, leav^-ve]’, g<;tiini 4 , really 
anxi<>us alxcii llic (N>n<lili<'n (-»f his llii^at, and li^ic} spoken 
ab' cij^it t'> him more than <>n^ <.‘. 

\\ <)\i h’(? right, Isdh lu: had an"*vered. ' I ’in going to 
att'aid to it directl}' Th<-o\ birthday is o\'er. Meanwhile 
I \a.‘ gi\s ai up snu tk^ngh * ^ 

That had satidhd lev f< a th<‘ nuuiuait, and during^The 
tw<^) days b( ii<>ro the l_>irthda\' tlu^ ne'tluT in tier had aset-aid- 
aiiey over the wife, D^nzil s;l\\ lhat, I’ealiscd luav it helju.d 
him, and was thankful, d’he three ehildreii reigned f.nd 
W(.Te j(»yous as iieva,'!' beftue. Their* 'Uily g]ae\'anee — and 
tie y thought of i^ but httke Ix iny far too exultantly aetive 
— as that " t I) ele d le o was n < • t I ( > 1 le seen . Sir d heodore 
dar( <l not go to' the \ha Vraiti Sytteinbre. lie had none 
< »f l)(ar/irs facial ini] »assi \a‘n<‘ss, and I'oukl not trust himself 
in the pres< net' (d Jl.tlna. (dn tie' lurtlelay he w^juld make 
a might V effort , and carry thiif-gs through s<)mehoW. There 
would be bustle, excitement. b)tl)^^ ])x'o])le we add ^)3e‘ tthere. 
But h e must taa'p assay till then, Ih* thre\v himself with 
a sort of sK'k eie vgy intd the arra ng< inents made necessary" 
in the apaiiment by tie; (q)erati'in lai Iriday. TJut in all 
th ese it wees Dolores who took the b ad, uikL-I' the direction 
of Doctor Ides. Sir Theodore waa 'astonished by 'her 
practiced sense, iier coolness ♦and her nckivity. Although, 
till now, she had had but l^tle experience of illness, she 
behaved as one fearlessly exercising tale|»ts longVcterfected 
by familiarity. 



‘ Your |\vik ’s a rrmarkably practkai] and ynttgi^tic 
woman/ l3(3ctor IJis said to Sir Th(‘ 0 (l(>’c. 

Dolores rcrnarkaljly praetital ! Vet it was true. No 
doiiV^t the hidden woinaii weie^e< ani ng » iit in The clny’ming 
w'oman of the ivorli^, that we)nKin who <'onis like a (jelieate 
liowe:T, rir a deheieiiis h^ttrrll\e till she is go.eu the 
tunity to mchher a fnan in Ins nionient of nerd. Sir TIn'O- 
(hue h arnt a new' r<‘sp<'et for his wife, [diih'^t a in \v lo\a‘ for 
her. lie' l^id not susj xs'l ( d that slio was s- » d'S'^lly ajtaihird 
to the Den/als as InT [jis oi j.*t OMndiiet s(w ne'd to show. But 
with his nef’ re^jeet foi' Ira’ tlei’e had eoua^ also a*ncw' 
sense ofjier hi\' .tor\'. ][<■ frit sonirl lines that though he 

had lisaal with Dolnias'for tiai y<am, she (reaped hini, 
wdietlier voluntaVilv^ or in\'t 'hintarils' he esaild lah decide. 
Nsov al^l tlaai, siins' fie* iii'antnl v'de n she had hemi t'sld 
(sf Denzi]'.^ eondihisn* Sir Thefidore had besai (‘oiiseious of 
an almost eold peeiiliarity in In'^’ d< nieaienir, w'hieh troii^hxl 
him s'agueU' e\en lleeifh hr^ was (loinifial ed, wsas almost 
(•bsesse(_h bv lys gii'd f'a’ his frayid. Spe(aally straiig(‘ t(» 
him hadf^he se- am d on I he iiiedil afl( i' 1 )(^(.‘tor Lies’ lirsf \usit 
to tiT^talazzo Ihaiix rim. 

Sir The()dore had bis n \sith Di'etiw Lh s at>the (iraiid 
Hot. I after dinrnm, and ri turned to 1 he pala.'e ralher late. 
Alm^'st diia^'tlv he had l^t hinoelf in he leafil ih'.' \'(>ie(‘ of 
Itohns.'S ealhiig in the distanee : 

‘Theo! Theif! ’ 

' I am corning I ’ he answered. 

‘ Then 1 Theo ! ’* repeat^sl the voice insistf ntly. 

Hastily he shut tlie front door, pii( dovui his hat, and 
want tow'arjs the sound. 

He wars feeling tir.al, yt rmig*u[e on the edg'' of his ner\aas, 
and t^VaUW d(g)rcss( d. would ha\a' Im ' n glad to see 

no one* just th.yi. Solitude ^^as alnirot a necessity I e» Ins 
(jverw'roiight nnnd. iTc fouiel DoBu’es in a rlresy ng-go\\ n 
waiiting f't^ him in the doorwa\' of a smal] si 1 1 ing-risum \vhich 
thcy*^S(ddom used^ and which Avas ealh'd the moss-r.jom on 
acco^snt of the nnass'^grceii e<alour of its hangings, its carpet, 
and its furniture. - ^ 

' Come in htjre for a ininutey^Theo, p^ciise/ she said. ‘ I 
heard yio/yk^y.’ | 

Fron^ere ! ’ he|exclaimed in sheer mriazemeat. 
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to the ^lopr anol oliolt S( oiiiutfiinpo Tliu haf idka^icliRf dis- 
appeared. "JIk'H she ^ent to a bureau, opeiad it, and took 
fr(»ni it a sNinp, h< r pr^oaif f<»r Kttlr Thcr). Slie stood still, 
lookiriLf at thu Vhip. ML; sauythu Laip (oirling ey<daslw*:'S 
f against lu r (‘li' < Vo Sh-' di’< \v t’u; A\kip Uvo or tlirv^e 

tiiiius cd ' I ' u igli lu'i' iiiig' F^, as if n u ( i- 1 ;il i \ i 1 \a t( »ok some 
^tissia;€ pap' T, (‘aisfullv wisapp'd I lu; whip up iii it, enuk oud 
thu tis'.iu; pap( r in l)r«»wii pup- ia ood fu d ths' whoh; paruul 
with narrow Hr<s\sn riLL'ai. As li- r lui Land waPWioil, at 
first ragiu ]\a th'Si gradnalK^ \vdh the uoi 1 1 j L t '; uiidur- 
staiidufg of <;ntiro w al .< fill lu ■ lu‘ liahsl tlu‘*trik^i <*f t liat 
dav with .a (h sidl\M la I 1' d. 

IL )W W( )uld I'idlia 1 m;i 1 ’ I Ik' I '•lima Y ^ W liat a s to bu done 
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Ida J(ainmas. \.ov liu bisauati*, lo-r jmIIi him. Doligs's 
was with th'in for a duat Imu;. \ ly n slu; camt-^ a'vN-uy 
from tiu' int-TS'iaw wSir^flu ■< m f )ru said to |ut ; 

^ ill Isdii.'i u\aT La alL' f' > fr.rgn <' t raiuas fra' this ? ’ 

' ILa\ can I kn<>w ? ’ slu‘ an .urrcd. 

' Think ! Could you forgivr it ? ' 

' I think I Could foigw u anything liiat t\aas done sirnplS" 
and sohslv out of love for me. d wondur iLthe carriage is 
here. The nurse seeyu very I don't think yhe is 

going to be dihicult. liave you got your prrjfcent frfr ? ’ 

She began quickly tt> draw on her gloe^^s. The\^were 
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I ii<;'-oTeen^y 

•dorr shr had 


I 


lit she looked like a 


white. • Ske was dress?d in a j)al 
ho glanced at her criti<\a]ly Sir Th 
pnt (^n S( >rn( ‘tiling darker.# It*- tie 
wTinian wh<j was g'>iiig te) foweddiiij 
^Do you Jike ij, TU:n ? 

' It \s a pretty e<>t/jr.’ 

' Ihit you don't liar it ? ' 

'1 was only thinking that |)(‘rha|)". something rather 
darker— — ’ 

‘ This is a yis7ud sin? i^t< laaiptr'd. 

'I kn(^v. Jhit — think of t < .-uioiaa )\\ / 

Sh' 4 ])Ut hor hand on his arm. 


I’h'am'is is gi iing f (V get W( !h IhaieanlnT that.’ 
ITor fiiigi‘is*e}(a^,cd on hia aim hghlha 
' V(‘]j) hkaamas, i?s f^am hdpmg him, IVv' kiaoMiie' 


lat it 


is all /iiijlit, tha’ Ij*^ i- 


^ 5Tav 


r ’vasu said S' 


g' ling to r' ■ 
t'^ ] )'Kd.T 


' OS'IS 


'l)MCt'jr Id' s ks a s:)irg' ■( an 11'' li'‘l[')k \iith tli'-knit'o, 
nm'.t kidp J^'ith our s'aiN. 'J'leas' ai'c man\' i nsf rimn nts.’ 

• ' T'h’i^ earriag'? is at the d'>or, siLniiaad "^aid Cai'Iino, eoiniij^ 

im\ ith his anxi' ais h >• -k . 

Sir Th'‘ 0 'l"rr put hi tk- d'h- '»\ m his^pi.ek'T. 

(’onie, 1 )' ik trctta ! ' h'‘ ^aid. 


, ' The /ier\'e rif W'aW' n!’ h'- thoijghl. ' Wdiss sli(‘\s grg 
a will that I maa f* siisj x (g. d. Sh<‘ shatin.'s ru'o tkin slm 
haes' one of 'I'hoso strang'- insimets jirehliar t(» wouk/u tliat 
tells her hh’aneis will la e'iver ' 

II<‘ resolved to let J )ok »r< N eariw him with h' r. He re- 
S'>l\aal if jx's^ihk' t'» gU'' him ' If l'» le r h' li' f as a s\^Jmme^ 
gives hkrisjf t'» a wars. T'l'hap, 'di'_‘ kii'sv. Hr kwTed 
into her dark mas, .sisai^iing in lie an for sianr strang'; truth 
ca^meoiird with tlw ])^i7,ik. Sir' k'Wrred li'T le axv lids, 
'•-There ’s ^karrlh ! ' said ssir Th''''(kT(a as th<“ earriagr xvas 
passing the^Iinistry of Finamas. ’ 

I)' >lr^aes look' d up, aii'l saw (7 saia- t'ar' lli nesimted < ai a 
l^gdjoned risai.' mare, bis'd in Ireland, and verv (de\asr over 
S^ine W'alls. He? had hunted her the prexaons seas* an He 
to'sk off Iris hat with a shg^it smile, showing for an instant,, 
his round urhite foiehead, i^fid thick ggirly black hair. His 
steadj^nd shining eyes gazed gravely at the husband and 
wife ^nder his ||lerise brows, eeemiirg almost to contradict 
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smiling ^ps. The mare plunged violently, 
switching t(^nd fro hlr short, broad tail, and looking side- 
w^ays w'ith her largo eyjs, sliifty and very f<.aninine, A tram 
passed and hid mare alid rid<T. ^ ^ 

c 'How' stmng and woll tie; follow ’ ■^aid Sir Thoo- 

dr»r(\ alm^)>( as if with csaKhaiinati* >n. ^ ' IFo \s ki pt a hi»rso 
. or tw( though he isn't hunting.' 

I dais say lio wall hunt aLC'iin.' 

' Whon a e»/rtain lad\^ it up, perhaps,' said Sir 

Tlieodor^a Thon, with a sigh, ho eliaugod tla/ ctjuvsTsa- 
ti(.>m Tlo' sight of Iho strong, o jiiaro-shouM* rod and lithe 
y(.)ung foll.iw niountod oii tlio tag, <‘l<‘\'or-lo( >king niai s had 
op])ros>('(] him. All tlc oo loalthv In s — and his fi’if iah 
Now Jor it ! ’ ho multoiN d, as Iho onrriago drow' up befsire 
tho houso in win oil t lo' l)of i/als h /od. 

‘ It 's Undo Thoo ! ' 

'Jdicre was a slirill pipo from SMun whoro alasve. Sir Tlioo- 

' ■f" O i-i * * 

d'sro tookod up) (puok‘i\s and saw tho .dsy fjoo of Ins at a 
windfsw, iH) loijgoi’ judioiak but mdbd 1»\' oxoii' iiiont into 
. (ssimtonaiioo that might ;i p[»ropi mtoly ha\s‘ l)olong;oo to a 
sma ssfiil plaintiff who had jint boon awaislod ononuoirs 
damagos. Tlu h' ad littlo ddioo j<anod loTS with a erv, 
and Vi. lodkmg rogmdhly domuro, and t\si ding laa tiny rv'se, 
wais visiblo for an instant in tho baokgis )und, ujdiftod m th? 
th<‘ lai'go arms of fho amplo Marianna, who noddod and 
smihol at tie- \ iotors with th'* unsolfodiisoious wmrmth and 
intimai'V of a \mluod Italian domosti(‘. 

Sir Thoodoi’o wsn od his hand. Ami as lo* mad'" the livoly 
goAiiro he also mad'* a dot< rminod off^rt, and forood him- 
self out of th'* blaok rogion of s'srrowful ap[)n honsioii. 

^ Those duldr(‘n ! ' h'* said. ^ ^ 

lie turned to hn \vifo, wh') wms mw'^ going up tho Sl 6()S 
int(S the Imiiso. 

'It ouin't bo I It shan'r bo!' ho said. ' I*)oloretta, I 
belieom you are right. I will boli<was you knows Francis 
wall never be the same again. That 's ingjodsible. But be 
will recover. He will hvo.’ 

* Send that to him/ she answa^i 3 ed, ' send it to-night, w'hen 
you To asleep/ 
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CHAPTER XIV 

the-, pr^'scTil -rn\ iiiLf i\\ ^'iily ])1<»|)1^" imntrd ^frorn owt- 
b]{h\ I)rtl<H'(r ufid SiJ’/riu ' m 1. »rc, watc' T^.'icly Saralt 

I<l< s, who was ijrvflcil to the* rliildrrii, SiLaior Carpi^ ]jtt]<* 
ldiCo\ Italian t<'a<‘Ii<T, and ('avali'T’<‘ ( d i J^rdardn 

dca Maralirsi di na. ]ir('a'U<‘c mF this lattfT 
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Ha had ai^VL'd before tli<' (’aiinynaa s. disosrd in a long 
^roak coat, and* carrving in his sincwvy and brri.addingered 
hand a tieatly ‘folded pair •;f >w' kiil gloves, and was ci> 

'^gagiyig Detizil in conversation whili* rtie ehildrcn, in another 
roony watche(| for the rest of their expected visitors. 
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huvc reniilined solidly with the men, attriitive 
lO the tri*mi'iid' ins pren<mneoiiierits (if great truths hv the 
hps of liis do'ify, had ii'tf hn Imv-'iI heart feared to cast a 
sraTniiiy slight t’ lele Th'‘o if lie (dniitted a welcome 

from tlc' \:, iiid< 'W. 

Edna J)''ii/,il was laj'.y tyi;jy n[> a la , 4 j»arcf‘l and givin/:^ 
OTit' tir dir'd liMiis Im 111'- s( rvnanls. ^]\\t as ties eliildren 

fell iijaci Sir Til'd »<I. ,r<', aid' r m< »re quadly and formally 
gretCing ])Ml(»r' d. sh'‘ eanic in snnling and ha[)|)\o jo}adus in 
the ehil( Insi/s j« »y. a 

‘l)(T‘res, T am glnd y< -u \<[ rie’ [xaou.iilc ymiS said. 
‘ It wr.uld TO Iia\'c l)(wn h.ilf a f, i mi ly /e. /a \mI li- ail, yoiid 

Sli'"' g' ntl\ 1 V). ik tie' hands <d i>'»th of Ikts. 

Snddenl}' l)iTirt s Iwnl (ka\n, and. \Mlh an igir('a'T\'e selthsin 
sho\N n in yulthe 1 )\' mie' \W'maii hasaial'- an<»llir]’. ga\td Idliia 
n snf and ra f le t kmc 1: i i e C ( a i h' i' 1 1 [ > , hut < m her cheek 
’ ramr Iwr haii-. And aliiE'd a-, jmi I td 11e‘ loss sIes lifteulied 
d^'Vh^jdina ! ' 
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and Cri )-sing lie' 1 kar 

* '' CrMsang tli-' Ear ! ” ' said D^kea 
‘ 'renn\'s< m's. ])ond V<aU llke.^t ? 

‘Aesd 

‘ rerhajh> yoii Ihink it ’s nyt very snilaUk* t'* a aliildd 
‘Yes, }S'd, lhaf \ it,’ r)i»i'>res said hadily. ‘ Doidf let 
him say that, Jdlna, to-day. Don’t let him say “ Crsosing 
the Ear.” ' 

‘ Oh, but it ’s too late to change imw. And he liaa learnt 
ti# say it not at all Ividlv. IE redo Ladv Sallyd 

Lady Sarah came ih with her charnctenstic impa-'i^jve 
paovemeut, as unselfconsciuus and, for the rapnieut, annost 



T H R f n rrr i? 'ti 

^ r - 

as buoyant as a wave. Shr^ kn<‘w a^tliirig. With a w'ici; 
gesture, tli.'it only ore* who liad lew n a mother eould hav(; 
rnede, she took p( osr ssj. > 1 * of the jhiMreii for a greeting, 
then, all disanra nge, gt wil li hangiiiy|\e'il atid lloating searf, 
law bag biji'stin^^ liaie? and wleaeo-ring (iiit it^ 

eeiit'iits, ale' hirnyi to tie- gT, .vm i - 1 ips, (|uile *seeyndar\u 

aiiil ju'oud o[ if, {i--d:i\. Tn th'' ].le;i^;mt tiinn lit ^eausfa^ 
by her entry th^‘ })r<'(<".l of l)olor(o \\,i^ s\MdlieA< d iij), and 
as if it had le \ cr ie •, n. I Ii 1 1 Sir d1i< oi I. *re, aid' rs d almost 
erU' ■llv\li \ < ■ by the (a r<K im .lane. in ahieh ^ le \\ * , m\nshaa], 
had o\a\h' a^l it in tie' mn! ! of hi ■ gi v < '-a i id- 1 a ! a ■ •vith the 
ehi!it('n, and \\:\d long' d S' eiaid it. The mans of bdna’s 
ehoiee ninst be siir. t.' ii nfe ai al >!< ■ to I), laih V't ho\v to 
make a tin eT’aoTi Y 

TJiere vaw a bn 1“ h ■ , r ronl. nt w ( .T F.ady Sarah’s bay, 

whieji jiearly ejitl.d m minor traa:''ly; for Tle -a in l^i s 
ardour i^f politiae'S, yol |^>Id of hw o\',[i droyp^d yresci^ 
and had dillieirll}' leY f<<lifig llefl it v a s som.iiyny m 
the form an anmiar'^ Ie ad. lb' Ia-a\e|y Iri' d ti> triel; hiw 
int^ hiVr(mr-a, and, as Is' hale! d the jeare('l haek to 
S'abah, said earii' S 1\' : 

'I ha\aaih f' It vliat it is, I ha\a n’t jeallm ft onl\' 

Seemed a tiny li! 1 le bit hl.e s. .ne 1 Inny's head v> ith ears.’ 

‘ Sniy|siny's h-ad 1*^ ]a|e (1 \’e.la, \',ith sfarmy eg. s. 

What s head d ' ■ i n a 1 1 d < d trie, a h 1 1 » > I s I < • 1 1 1 1 y . 

‘ C<:aie.‘, Ilto Voiild \on Illa- me t(t pla\^ \a)ii a tniii; ? ' 

said Dnlore-., kno\Mtiy the weakre s^ of Iris, and anxions to 
make a di\'ei-U' -n. ^ 

For she iVlt that l)eM/,il was eomiify towards the rrjom 
thoiiylkshe did not S' e him. And she dreaded unspeakably 
to see him, and, st^ll [• a r< d h* r own di'ead. 

e is g' )iny to la < uva in He is yoiny ( o r* e< omr,’ she kept 

repeating t'^ herojlf, a^ s;it do\'v i T b( f( aa- the jdaiio, with 
Iris standing at le r side, and. gating int<‘ntlv at her. 

‘ WJw do you look like that Y ’ “ • 

A firm voie* startled her. It came from Iris. 

‘ Like what, you little iinjuisitor ? ’ she asked, callinff up 
quick smile t-o her li])s. ^ 

' A^ ff you wanted to ri/ake soif (^J)ody go and do some- ' 
hinyy-and he didn’t want.’ 

‘ ^hat shaHjl play to stop her ? 
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The th-'^nght riLshed flir»»ugh the mind of Dolores^, and 

without conseir)Usly knowing what slw was going to play, 

she b(;gan Iho Barear'die from tho Contes d' Hoffinawu 

Instantly tlir eou'ntf narf ’< ■ of Iri^gdai ngod, ‘ wrnt to pieces ^ 

gs La(]\^ S;ir;ih exf tr< vsr,Pif , melting into^^ lion,' ‘V' d expression 

fd lax p1( asnro, nnd sliie-st w<ak g* n I !< ity .s, that was comic 

yi its abrupt, abandon. Slc' ds'-w elt'-srr and closer to 

Dolores, li)obing fr<*m tlio |>la\rr\s fa(‘c to her handstand 

ba(‘k again and again, twisf mg and jxaitiug lips that .'ieenied 

to be sa\a au'ing soiiie (h liea aia b«)[il»^'n. and dowlv shifting 

her left h g in a languid ex-Teiso thal alni<»st gr bes(pjelv in- 

diaat'sl eoluphde si l bj( el i. .| i. So. ai she was nestled ag'Uimt 

the jdayer, as if she ne. ded to feel .a-' w iiii i)..i ores, and 

tliat sli(‘ 1 ia(l sienolhing to do walli I he pr^ 'du'dion (,>f the 

sounds tliat .subdm d li' r to rapture. Sii^' >]ghed. The leg 

w;^s la x (T st d I. I lolois s f< 1 1 la rg' ' e \ < s li\< d a* h )ri ngbg u j)! m 

her, Slri\'in"‘ to give la ixclf wladK' to tho task, she r>Iaved 
nan i . 

the sigrar\' and h]o-|o,is uahMly nior<- rh\ rlimi'xally, ssith 

more [U’oia euie. .[ and s\\a\n[ig languor, looking ds>wn at 

lipr long ling* m. 

\i\C, sudd' nly she felt lliat D^'ii'/.il was entering thr- room. 

She tiad not o,ai him suas' sho had known (.>f his fate, 
lie had of eoiirae been told of I a a* kiiowlnlge of it. IL)W 
W('»uld tliey gis < t <ea‘ aiiotlai'V 1 ru pls^s(•d more closely 
against laT. Jf onl\' ! ho child \\oi]ld lo\\a r those staring 
and w or dll ppi ng eves : If onl \' I 'd na w oidd lea xe the room ! 
If onlv 

' No ! no ! ^ 

Iris \vas pisgosting as the musi(‘ rad< d. 

' But, In > -- 

' N< ), no ! 1 w ant aiie na u’e.' ^ 

' But it Vs lime for I ho pro^enis. I (‘gp<'et.' 

Denzil was bendo her. She luria d on the seat and felt 
"his hand on ta rs, and li( :ir<l lii> ’yliispering \ ()ie(‘ sayings : 

‘ Iris is a t\uant to a plaver like ymid i 

It was over — tho nioeiing. Slie got up, saying to herself 

* You are g^eing to i'ceo\ er ! Y(Hi aro going to recover ! ’ 
,Shc did not look into Denzibs faCiC as she am^vered lightly 

" She must come to tho Barberini. I wall play to h r ioi 
an hour. I seldom get such an audience.' 

' Here 's Sigmm Carpi I * 
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The^ master, hiu;, mercurial, with turned up fueustaele s 
and cver-m()\ iny hands, came in with a laii^di, as if d( ter- 
mined to shew h<j was not^iin^^ nf a Ix dai^n^riir when pleasure 
"xas iii the \\iiMh AJ^ittleWTlas >, f-elirn^ liiniself the h.-sf, 
ran to-sahite ITim end S' 1 h:^ii at his ( a>e in Wiis gracieiH 
company. 

‘ We d’c all hsT<“ laov ! ’ was IIp' (aau 

And a suddsii hush d- e'n.j. d up'»n t Iw Prai ri y. In it 
Didnr'^ st<i](^‘ her lir,[ ytmee ;l( D ai/il, ^ii<l Marled. He 
look(‘d\ slie tlii'Uyhl, (svaelhr ;i^ uuial, (‘aim, ri^lla r ini- 
passi\'e, ^tr<)!iel\' siiaarre, l>ull-Iik<‘ 'till. What had she 
exjieet^'d ? 

C' »m'.‘ aUu I el 1 ild is a 1 ! ’ said I M 1 la LSI 1 1 \ . ‘ A1 1 < > w I is (he 
wav to the J''i,i:i/u ' ''U l.ihe ^rhary'' < 'f \ i. It 's 

ycair da\e Theo.^ \h,ai h a^l m. 

' Yos, iniimsd 

Theo lo"t:ed r<auid \‘>ilh s. ,h nin^ eX(at( naait. ^-v'^s 

rested rai his hero, lli( Ca'. .dr I’e, \'dio \s:is staiidifiy h-ilt 
upriyjit \'fil h hn a^Il^ al hi •suh ilc' \<!lo\-, hrnil\' 

^^dd in lii.^ hsit hand. I Is n le' yl.iu<((i (i* 1 1 ; d u i; d yylr^flis 
moth(T. 

• ‘ Ouyht 1 to ' lie Iteyaii. ahle>^t m a \\^iiy*ei', and dre\s' 

in his under lip. 

' Lerid the uay^Vyitli lie; ('a’caliere,' -ai(l Mdua (jUieklv. 

' ih'eyu, C^sahel’e!' she ad(h d, ilii a ys .(ilie. 

The CaWiliel’e h*(<'la(l iiiueh sur|uio(h tad le' suhmitted 
with a f^Tuat Imov to Ihn e \ M'aordi i la i^' ml'i luys ineid (d the 
rules of eti( jiK 1 1<,' and , iiio\ my w lih a hold supj)leness 
which nev<‘r (h'^ei't'd liim, stepj>'^l forward, while Ttua* 
kept c^ose at his side^ii^icav ounny, wilh e\'es fastened on 
hxS h^^s, t(j ernulalV Isw ytaioiis heaiiny and d< ])(atin( nt. 
^^Vhe dininy-is )m had 4 )een s- t impart f(»r tier funetioiu 
The tnble*^ 'as j)i lull'd U[» a ya 141st the wall at (Uer ( lel, aie^ 
on it in ylory st<»<>d the birtlela}' cake, mutieuk »usl\^ Jii rii, 
a5 it secnaad^to Iris and ^l<da wle> had stirn d d. Wine, 
vermouth, andJenKsnade in juy>, with maia, ylasses tlanked 
it. At the other end r)f the ralher louy room was placed the 

* birthday^chair/ one of tlfdlarye uyriyht chairs with straiglit 
annd C(jvered with red damask, wfuch urc so often to be* 
seen^n Roman drawng-rooms. Beside it was a table. In 
frriift of it vr^re some chairs carelcsaly arranged for the 
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present-giv<yrs. Edna wanted the little affair to an 

important lunctiuu to the children, hut slie did not wish it 
to be formal. If it^ wi-re.tthe brats'would be chilled and the 
growTi-ups vMiild be b(.)rerl. 

*' CVimr, Eid\' Sully ! Win rr rtre yr^i tc) sit? 

Dolort's, llo vmu know Siynor Curpi ? turning Theo 

inV<) a cI^iLssiid at ' xiirc u sixnd. Mv <t\vn cliiM stunips iidc 
over gennuls arn^i siipnHs. Iiuf 1 am perf's-t in intuisa. 
^Don't laugfo Sigpor (':ir[)i. \i, 'ut l)\' fafteT close tp the 

taldlda ^"(>11 h;L\'o [(> 1 m pnt. Ifate \^<»u g, y ]f r<;ul\^ 

‘ Y<'s/ whispm<dl \h'>la, sliulilly (lro<.[)iiig Iwt le ad and 
blushing as sIt' ga/s d af a '-iii:ill ]■har<‘<■l, m /i il! \' rapped 
in sih'er pyoer, \vlii<‘h slie was le *lding^ 1 igl;t 1 v \vith both 
(liands. 

Shr nesll^a 1 against I )<‘ii/il. 

‘SVill 1 h‘ I[_ko it ? ' sh<‘ iiiuriiiiir* d eane sllv. 

dYtUg"';'' was iM-giniiiijg f,, wake in her. !)< n/il put hi^ 
arm r> sun 1 her. 

' dhs'iii' Iid* >U I vk It' ans\-o Ted. 

'' c^h, my 111 1 1'* < 'iH's ! ' li<- 1 Ir eight. 

lit' s^. tr-al b^f, ,ro him. Talll'' d'liao had rmw' taken his 
seat (»n the is d dam.a'l-: eliair \‘oth a sort (tf niodmg, jtridrs, 
trying not 1o l^o.k t<M. cxp.-ePanl, bul ( p i i \’eri i lu i'.ilh antiei- 
patioii. Ki'^ br<-wn hair f'll his bis evv.^ llm vtas dressed 

in a new smk lisgis' i''., mi bdai |aek< t, an Idou (‘(.llais 

and a small blael< tea Thi ^ anl <'m|)liao d his slimness, 
lie ^^'as a 111' re wu.]> .a 1 m. \ g (hoiigh not shoi* r._»r>his ag". 
Ihlt he ^^;lS a wup fi.ill -d 11 is a \'d 1 1 e i i '^k . \^ < < 1 tluSMIgll his 
ha])])\^ inih e' nee, and serein d f' d b\' it. Imahii lie ('avaliere, 
sr-areh(:r <»f the learts (d iinai though In- v a s - hdia'raeter 
comes out wlnai a man jiiils ou tfn^ • aaslv in my selieol !k 
was a fa\s)uiate saying of his -e\aa’i Ins oloeiw'ed his f'utuK^ 
pupil with a fa\ ourabhs, though instiueti\ e«b^ apipiCusing c\a", 
and by a slight nod indieat'sd that he was salisiled with his 
bearing. 

There was a rustle. Tlie seiw^ants came in.Vsmiling and 
quite nnembarrasserl, b< hind the assembly rd Vhairs, greeted 
}^y eager nods fie an th(‘ InTo rd theTlay, who tRen held nn to 
the arms of tiis throne, daid tried not to stare at Viola’s attle 
parcel. 

‘ Now then, Vi 1 ’ whispered her father, makir^^^ one of trtoie 
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strange ttttnits ^vlllelr teaeli a man Iras gTeatiw:‘SS, as sveW 
as smallness, witlii]) liim, some of tlir ress>urces of the divine 
as nelj as the frailfies (jf f]je Junnan bein,^. 

‘ Yoti come too ! 

Eenzil teH)k icT i/imufc h;ir^l and U]e Ayd tliO t<iU(*h 
ni that tiny ha^id .u lliai m<aii( nt f<^l( him !il:e Hit toueli 
of life, and of all tnat a m:in cliniz-^ h) m this ^^(>rlih 

Viola's present vas a ] loclvi ‘t d x k - ko and had an immense 
siicecj^, all a}')plaudin;z \ ijz* as .nsl\^ uleai its y< d morr)een 
beauti\s em<Tyad fr<a*i Ih-' silvs r j^ap^vf led and incited' 
thereto^ Ijy ad V Sai’ah, ilnsw h' l'-' lf jni(» Th-' spirit 

of khe O(aoas]( it h a S')ft e\nh<‘raiMS' lliat miyht ha\ e 
induced tie* sl.ii's i^) danec m Hi' ir eonrsrs, Ihr C' nial 

• i 9 

and heartfelt neae-tv sr-aii's! to undnlat'’ in Vra\( s llns)neli 
the rr)om, and |o s^‘l (O ^ryl -< m] e. a nd (O'eio'l hi ny llMatiny 
(ssnkeitt.rdl}' from all nceany^ of (»rdinar\^ life, Mlie^ 

lielped Denzil as he lead ie»t tlaeiyh^ it p( 0 'a]»lr he 
heljied thr-aiyli 11e^ord<ah Tl a. if sin- knew', Vnd let 

lo<sse^^H torrent of pure and# spai Idi ny linmamlx^ tliat was 
irresistible even hv ay^nv of the s-nh |)mI,.i-. s m ihat l>viir 

came realhz to hme le r. And Sir p ■< x |. ir. ■ l)l< -^''d the 

pistinct wliedi had bsl the l)( ii/.il^ t-* jn^it'- ]\< r on that 
day. ])Ut e\'rn laa^ mlln<aie<‘ l;iy tiinnh wh-n the luisiient 
•arrived wlneh It.^kax n had lx < n dioidiny (Wei' siias^ lew 
conversation ^^lth Idlna. 

The tableT)\^ tlh;j’cd daina d. eliayr was e%^m[ def ( ■] \' e(i\s,‘r'’d 
at last. % Tin; y-'M wateh <d O-ir ddi^M,k.re tiek^l in the 
shachov of tlie hiilhi^ >y‘x h< ad. w 1 1 1 1 a i y i nh - 1 a n< I in draid of a 
brain, wdiieli ].ad\' Sarali had lliiny^ npMH (he ]l(xir at her 
jd >y<su^ entry. dda w iiM > of 1 T as -> w ;i s (a 1 1 k d in a s] x >rt iny 
Uianner rtsimd Jadna’^^iafr 'd nksal ridiny yaiS aw. A ratln-r 
^Adf j )in, rejnssseyl iny tli^' Ih il i di Ij^isn th'- lribiit(‘ of Siyinu 
Carpi, defi;^l battVs and ])isa /s‘ m Th<-«»\s re eklie. A feiiejmj^ 
mask given by the Cawdiere re|)MS(_‘d nji'ai. an illiisl i'at( d 
Shakespeare ',froni yr)ur loxiny fathsT.' Irisks s(I(ctnay an 
'air-gnm, p( anfed its mii//le at t In' <*' aiipanxn Ainl little gifts 
from the servants, with ' mala '-weights ’ from Edna, br»xea 
of chocolates, and several^bandsomc presents from relatiorts^ 
and fldent^s at a distance, comple^pfl a brave showy rvhich 
fillecVrheo's heart wdth inexjircssible pride and pleasure, and 
affection for ajl humanity. It seeiiied that the rvholc world 
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was dcvot<sd to him, and thankful to see him rKne^’ In 
return he loved the ^vhole world. 

Denzil, under the impression th^t the ceremony was now 
at an end, ,t up. 

Sli;dl \V(‘^eut tlv e;dn‘ ? ’ h;, \\MiN[»eoY. 

M')ne fiiioiiicnt, Fraiizi ! ’ said Ivina. 'We have a little 

n > ^ ' 

SKrpriseU* )r \a lu. 

l)o]ores hrp;ni to ariaiipi' the wil on Ikt liat. 

' A siirpi'isc ? 

Dm/.il \s a ^ si ill^ on his f<o‘t. 

' Wdnitha fnphl fill <‘^10 Ik- has ! ' LeOy haisali tt\- niyFit, with 
CoinjiMs^ ii an ‘ I reall\^ nm .1 p- t Ah rv yn te>^s(;e him.’ 

E(»r a in'’'ni'‘nt Iwr nniiil yl,in<s',l Id th'' (O'und Hdtrl 

and th'* ' iKTfdclK' li;ipp\ iiiain’ Sli-' I'lola d aLS'iin at 
and lh'‘ aiiini.'iiidu de d <;nt of lev liie d and Mi int-f' n tul rd 
^fa<^', whis'h inmi'‘di;i I ' I V slid\V( <l th<‘ sti^nny impixss vl 

A ' , 

S' >rr< ov. 

( S’, ’ s:i a 1 1 M na. 

Then sp''ahiny lo IIm' e.iiii|)anv y H' I'nlly, sla* added : 
yTls'd i p'-iny t** 'p' ek tv** shdit pircs s vliieli he 's Hr^n 
sluddivy n[> fta- td-da\e as a siirpri'.'' f(>r Ins fathein I 
Ihonpht \s 111 \s<Taldn I nnnd h<'arinp tlaain p' l'haps. The 
lirst is tie' sp< 'S( '1 1 (if j \ 1 np I h wvv lie* tilth, " k)ne( ‘ more ii 1 1 o 
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to him, but int(.) \\liieh he p<>es fearlessly, ,yiid with the 
full intention of bearinp himself in a thorOnphly suitable' 
manner. 

‘ Si 1 — Si I ’ he said, ^^rid apain, ‘ Si ! — Si I ’ 

And he drew himself up a little more, squared hisplargc 
shoulders, placed his glOves ofi his left kne^, and directed 
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his and iinswendng <_‘yfjs towards the red deniask 

ohaii^ The servants list'ae-d aKo while tln ir mistress sjioke. 
And tliey whispered to e:^_*}i 

' Ia:iok at the sif IK )rin' ) ! ITe stands^ jiwt lik^" a little 
‘^)Idiet ! 
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had' been said^ he leaned forward wa little, st^iring at his hoy 
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with an intentness that wx)uld have astonished TheQ, ha^d he 
noticed it. He lifted his hands twice and dropped tliein. 
Then he once nv)re totjk pnsscssi'ca of \ i(>l:i, sat Ijack and 
gazed straight heffa'c him, as Tli< o , prepared to recite 
^ (grossing flic Har.^ NeithtT >t ires^uasr Sir Thcndctr^ 
had joined ili tlc' a}g)lai]sc. Tedna iiMlicNol that, and feared 
lebt 1 h< perha[)e liafcd r''(‘n;Lli< *ns h\^ a elelo, even on such 
an (jcc’asion. HiC’ InishaiKl sihieN* sle_- tie eight she un(h''r- 
stood. Il was (aJl'^<■d, sli'^ 1 (e I, h\' ptaoire, and p<T- 
tiaps by faUirrly, pride, earefully ^s's^inined in te'peeil 
Jintish fashion. Jhit she le gaii lo \\<j a liflh* any louo ii I e lut 
the Cannynges, and t< • ^vlsh ?h'"‘ had emitted dt/nnvsnibs 
poem frtan the pi ograi i in le. lb >\\ (oa it was t'so lat<.‘ to 
changt' anyiliing imw. ddi^ o was b^ ennning. 

\\le'n he finish' d Isdna was cpnlirire^d in her siispica^m 
^hat her (dioier had a nirhal-.o, (h-,pi[i ddieo’s spec ss 

w^ h the porm att'T her r^idmali m al tie' r' lwarsal. I'lic 
boy, eaiaaed a\Tay liy fhe pr<' . fes' (>f f he f \a\ aiiere--Mnrs in 
a frock eoat — tlie (‘X'atcmont <d hf<‘ and its joys, whiidi 
he was at that \'(.tv irione.Tit e\[)ori'aa‘in_e and 1»\^ tlio strong 
effor^^g^ hieh Iw had jn t niad'‘ f*> b.‘ palri'stu, and ev(^i 
pngnacioiia coiil;) not riihr inlo the spirit of ‘ Cisjssing 
th<: Ear.’ ddc' winr of life was lairsting out of tlie w’ine- 
press. To-niorrow^ tie woiiM put (sn his (ewv leggings, would 
craelv his nrwv whip as he b^'Or'sh; his gonv. To-inori'<sw he 
Would S(>l<'mnl\' assume ma^l: uiid gtas's, unev stand up, 
rapier in hand, bef<a‘c the (tavalcass 1’r\' as lie would he 
Could Hot i’e;di '■ lie; need (»r ( h<‘ pih'i, the lelpa ssic'ss that 
overtakes cceii I he stiongcy man in I he hour (d traiisiti'sn 
from life to ttia uiiluiowm. So he said the words ch arly, 
earnestly, but not what neot would have called 

nio\ungly.’ 

And jnst b. 'Cause of that lie rrio^aul Denzjl to fhe core of 
die Soul. Tie- 1m»v did not understand dealli. 

‘ He Won't understand mine!’ thought^ the fat/uer. 
‘None ui my children wnll unde rstand. Tf I diy ppear they 
must soon forget me in the joys of life. I oughtn’t even to 
wi^h them to rcrnemlser, to lie a little sad because of me.’ 

And an extraordinary ^sonsation 'of bitterness, and e\e. n of' 
humiliation, went through him. He tried to strive ags^init 
it, as agairuit a strong tid(i. But he felt that he went down 
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bcfrf*e it, that if llowe^ over him, that for the moment it 
him. 

There Avas a stir in the r<j<»m. Vi piilh^d at her father's 
hand. People sp.Te. ]*ittle M Was eommg away fivm 
liisnwcl dama'-h <T: Ir. i''ar'((l himself, put his hand 

on his b'U^'s sti-'iiMma Ihil Jie did not say /iTjAdliiiiLa He 
only k'-pt his^hajid llsi’e for a loii;r mmiieiih sUiiie Tlieo 
looked esy ily at him. 

And so tlial stranye ord'S'd, pi'epared iynorantly by the 
himnui Ijejiiy who l<w(.*d Itim l)est m tlie \^''rjd 1 j'>ass<:'d as 
( , ery\iiny | ':i s.( -s. 

The tVmnxmy' s dro\a- a\'.ay fr< >m the /hv/// in sil^aice. 

/)(doivs h:M^ if:\v\d lej.ii-w lir-isoK in ih- last heiir, and 
she Av;is ft'UhU'ned.^ Slie f.'HS'd si ranye, and surely drraidful 
p(^)'' U h 1 1 1 i 1 ' ' ■ 111 tei"^ir. 1 !;h 1 h'T )iiisj)and ''Wer sUSpeet<'d 
them : A‘. Is n I I ' at m 1 He ns • - ''- 1 *^ >om, foi- m I :i nee, i )]’ when 
she s I H 1 M III e o n h ' t eU \ , • . 1 .> y o ( . 1 1 1 t ! i a t n i o i’ [ i i n g ? 

\\di<ai llie ]^d e afd iii'M.ii eaiie- sl^(‘ .said to limi : 

Hhnverv s(.rr\^ Tlieojuit ] eaii I g( ► tri tlisH )en^ls again 
to-vlayh 

' J hit - - fer 1 le- el II Id r< 'ids pari y ? ’ 

‘ I e : i n d , I s 1 III p I e ; 1 1 1 I / 

There \',;is a hi lie bi’eiLk in her Sir Theodore 

1 . s Ted d< .w n. 

' If 's pieii\Ti^ird to ha\(‘ 1<» g >d le- said. 'For any one 
\vh< ) kn<»w:^^ Jhit if FraiH’i '. eaii g^ > Ijiroiigh wilh it ’ 

' I'raru'is is ♦' 
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Several bi^ hildreii had been ins it* d. He h:id called them 
‘ ffiquits,’ but that kam was onlv mt- nded lo d( Jine their 
status AS compared w'ith the status of tlie (diA/diere. Vi^ 
no ^ioul^t, would t<fT)ed earjy. But the guest-6 weru^d 
stay c^Ttainly till nine o'clock, am? probably till later. 

Dolores ordered her dinner to be brought in to her on a 
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tray. WTien she had finished it f/ie sat alone wondering 
how Franeis Deiizil would pet thronph the evening. Now 
that slie had scrn Fraric‘is\s and Edna's * inteiFjr ' on a great 
domestie oerasiran l)r>l()res had, as it W(To, returned to her 
hurnanit^e h'^d dis<'*ard' d for tle^-nii »na[nf her warped sedf. 
Far, \s ry far, shr had d(‘\ iat^ d fr^m h<T traa (ST^ianle ^ad 
unrl' r iht strrss of a pneaitr troiiMr-. So sh'- heli'waal now, 
a^" she sat aloiao and rcisillesl laov Ivinas chs'ak had felt 
urvlrr h<T kr^uny li[»s. 

Frosrnlls eje' r- u k tiiS* a’< d Hiat Nurse Jiaminy"', tla^ Irish 
*gii'l wlioni sho Ii;U s(sn for tie' lirsf tiin<‘ that (la;\ vas 

sleepiny if( tPr :i pai't n e -n t, 

viaid^'r a list Nnivi' J^aininy'; is (i iag ? ' Dekaes 
thought. ' T 'll go and see.' 

Eut lirst she viiiiiUhaied a S(i'\;\ig ;iii,| in.|i]ir'(l ssliei’p 
tie; nurse wa . F!i<' man I'j^le d' tliaf 1li<‘ ' signorma ' laid 

hnivkied suj)|-sr end had gen^ [ct her h^'dfSMa/n Uok-res 
wfitj‘ al tho (kwau 

‘ Yrs V ' said a 0)0 \s 

' May I Come in for a minut(.‘ ? 

(h '( ir opmed. 

' (jhgFady (’ann}uig<a is it you ? Ho \s »u uant me ? ’ 

'I’m aleiie. klay I Coins and sit yiju for a few 

rninutos ? 

' Oil, do please crane in.’ 

The nurse vas a talOjatlwr Ijuxom, and radia]illy strong- 
looking girl of perhaps t\\'ait y-li\ e years of age, vith Irish 
blue cyass, [ind r<'ddishd)ro\Mi hair. She had a beautiful 
cranf)lexion but ^\'as frrcldol. Ib r r-xpi ssir)!! ^va.s lamest, 
straight, mst at all ign<a-ant. 1 I<t manner was srlf-rrliant. 
Dolores — she kiaov lad whv — felt ra her shv aa she looked 
at her. 

' Were yon rr-ading ? \sho said, sseing an open book lying''’ 
op a table to vhieh a eliair had l)een drawn* up. 

‘ Yes.’ 

The nurse closed tho d**or. 

* What is it ? May I lo' )k ? ’ asked D<_>lores, 

She took the book up. It was Handy Ayidy by Samuel 
fxysTr. She put it down, ^hesitated, then sat on t^e o^oir, 
!^urse Jennings sat dowYi composedly opposite to hef. 

‘ I hadn’t read it for years/ sl^e observed,^ ' ^ 
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mfii^bci^'d Irnit^iiuiL; ovi-i'il: till I m-ailv crii-d. I caiin; iipun 
it at^I iss in the Ihe/za <li S|t:iL(na/ 

' I ^ve never rcHi] it. > t<‘ll the — ai’E you happy in your 
profEjsion ? ’ * 

^ ' Ws, Why ihI, I.ah^^Va nnynp'^ ? ' 

^ It seo-iiis to ni' -Ufh a I ‘mtA »!'■ \ < M';i f ionP 
' Ttrrilila ! ' •^^aijl IIe' nnr-(‘. v-'Mihl" valiheily niHlcr 

her frtoeklEs, an< I 3 ' I tinp h< i’ hi ■ ^ li p^ h 'V f le r. 

‘I naan t^aa'iloh; Fmi' \ .ii]. ( )f c^tiira' li a splcjjdjd aJid 

bojirlvent pr* >f' ■ v,i. »n, ;nid p''’[)h‘ arc (haiydiil fi * IIe'se who 

enter V. ljut I<*i- x.aj, p( |•-.<Hlall\ ! 

'^h)le J sac ! ' said Xnre- .h nniii'O. I'claxiny. ‘ liiil no, I 
hire it. ()lhcf\sro' 1 \v..iTMihl sla\^ in ifd 

She Icrik^d sl'cadiTv a1 f.iids haniiviiV'' ^^i^h Ip'l’ lilTil (.'Vcs 
fuy r»f kncwlrdc,# ;ii.4 nna.dia IIK d. 

' Y'^u will nie^'ry, 1 llunl:, and ijv <• if np [ ire'.ci i f |yd 
The niiT’' r‘ ]-cd< l''ii<'d sIilJi^ 

' Wh'd X to%]aE^v'? Ikd 1 lila t niuNiny. ]hjt are waj 

VvSdrrxdnp ahnuf tM-naarew ? 

ji*.>td(trcs hc^itatf d. Sir laid a I<*npinp to a. pen licr Imart 
{<_. this pi^^^^ktdin sla.- lad s<< n Had day for tile lirs1 Hine. 
She was not y'Siie; lo d.» il. hut ,la- ima t talk to h^ia kn<aw 
•her a little Ik U. r. dda- fact llaal she vas a liuras sceineil 
just then to la 1[) I)#lo]a S. 

^ Yeas, I aiu : ’ # 

' That ’s MO yaai )d, is it ? ' 

‘ Doiht \a ill ( aa f \va htv ? 

^ Ver^ S(d<!oni. 1 dn e^ai'TalK' too r»ii'-.vd 
* And y<d I suppose s^^ a yreat pleal of traa'’ d\a’ 

^ I /h > idow. 1 u ed h » Pila‘ nair<a-nit\^ (‘ases \Nhen Jiivt 1 
bepuiu. But lately T ’^^lad a lo| cf l»ad < *p(;rat ions. Many 
p^tiii^its reeo\aar thoULdu I s' t tlatse off apainst the ones 
''^ho don’t. I tre’^to lo(»k at if tliat fvay.' 

" I *m jTraid lYie\er eould.# But — I want you t(') tell riTt' 
soiT>^thing.’ 

‘ ^rtainlfi^ Lady Cannynp'a' 

‘ Do you believe in faith healinp ? 

‘ Oh’^ I, ' exclaimed Nur^e JcnninL,'', with a suddon 
acc(^ oltro^e. ‘ You (fdn’t mcm^that \ uu 're dne of thos« 
ChrtetitUjSSpii^niTfita ? If you ’d been in the hospitals like 
ibc, tl\^m at ^11.’ 
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I 'm riot c>nc. All I want t</ know "is Ikis, ^ voii 
think tlio st''H(ly Ix ln-f tliat som^i (aKi is (l;:]ig(‘fous]\^ 

ill is going to gt t ^vrll lisips thorn— kini or lirr — ts» grt 
well ? ^ 

Oh, I rlarosay it d.M S no f.'irni. Jhit I ‘m one tlrnt 
belic\s‘s in <‘lc\'rr snrg' <)ns/ 

\vf) 4 t do ydi] think T(k -. ? ’ | 

‘ Jle ks a rnar\'ok Ihd ho;ir h<o// ]\i g, .f fho Omwhpin 
out of that \\<'n.an at 1 d' ‘1 n i k .ik 1 with lknIllno-^' 1 o]( s( ■< .pi<- 
tube and the for('yj)s ? ' ^ 

She dv-ew U]) le r (‘hair and launoh'd f-asli \Mtn Tri^h 
volubillt^^ into 1 la ■ r<lal a )ii . g a ^'a a of a ^ aid' afi , I ^ (aa/^'o/ 
Sho was still r'lahngaiid o\ p];i 1 1 1 iVig v'vljon a dnlaiit (‘ku.'k in 
the apartUioiit stmok loudly ton. HoImjvs g. 1 up, as if 
ulniost staid led. 

‘ It ks t(an' 

/ Dear nir ! Is if roally ? ’ 

‘ 111 ]' band <aiLdi( f > !).■ b;i<-k diroolly.’ 

Sho ladd ( ait la r ha nd. 

You ’\a_‘ d( .la- iia' g- ^ ,dd 

‘ Ila\a_' I, I.ady ('ann\aigo Ifow ’ 

‘ By *10111110 ni<^' of fho iiiar\< b <d -(a' n^'o, and by — I don't 
kiKON. But if 1 am o\rr ill I lliink I sh-aild like to ha\'(: 
\Tai to niirs(.‘ iraa’ 

Nurse Jon fling ; bo;inio(]. 

I slaajld bo \,‘]'y gbid 1'' coiias T kii siu'o. dkil doikt be 
ilk And if you ever aro.bkakt bo baaiglil <a.a'." 

She laugla'd, 

‘ N( said l)ok»r<s'. 'But- -I lliink faith iadps. Gsm sd 

night, Nurse/ 

Half an hour aft'Tuards, vdion sJaN^va-. till sitting up. she 
heard a fo<.t^toj>. It amist lie Tlao ks. She was soizpd l,i^y 
a sickening oaisataai < n<Tvou'>noss as she ]< naked towauls 
the doorway l»y ^^hleh ho w# uld probably (saue ju. What 
would ho have to tell laT ? Did Ikdna kriow^now' ? 

‘How will it affeot I/dm/s fodings taovards>ae ? ’ 

Swiftly Dolnros strove to juit herself iigaginativcly in : 
H)e place of I/dna, t<:> put Edna in Ik r place. , It seemed to 
her that she succeeded hi that effort, and again site wac^ 
afraid of herself. 

Sir Theodore, coming i/i sluwdy two or threg minutes after 
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she die* te)Mtst</j,)s, touiid her sitting upright, and 

staring towards 'linn 
' Still ujj ! ' ,,'11(1. 

^Yes*. I (S'lildiih go te> ^)ed till you Came. Jiesides it 

is IK )t Verv late> 

^\od 

Slit' felt SUIS^ tha^ le- ^^l le d slir lud g. ai<‘ t() le d, jterliap.S* 
that she \vas a".!'*!). l!uf t(»-niedtt sh* e<>i]](l luit aao'ern 

" o 

hil’s^df 1)V In', (lesiir'^, 

ddK:\ehildren ? l)id*tli<'V slav \ er\^ ^ 

' Fill alv »uT nine. 

Mhily till Ihe^y TIkh^ yn .la\<d <ai after they had 

geme ? ’ 

Ves, for a little Fra i mm-. \si'di< <1 it.’ 

# ^ % 

rhe< ), sit d« as n f^r a niiifnt' .’ 

Reluctantly, sIk.- Ihoiiglil, he oleas d lier. 

' Aren't you g"iiy^ to ded ? ' he ;r>L< d. 

‘SeHiii. Dims — ( fn's Idliia Iniov/ ? 

‘ Ady,’ Ite* ai ^as'< red. 

,\i id he s^t vith his le ad di’ocipcd a litlle foiasai’d, staring 
before him. ^^fiere \sas a taiy sit nec. 

* 'Tell me,' l)il(ires said at lag. ' I k i a » s'# \a )U--— \'(ju hat'? 

it, Tlico, but I 'niist ^k IK av. I Ihink I liae-' a -it is natural, 

after ah haa? (^oH'? t'-g' (hs-r to get rea'kr fia tsemorreiw, 
that I shoiild^sswli to kiioss.' 

Yes, I (iareSiy. , W hat is it \ou^\si li ni^‘ ts) tell es ,u ? ’ 

" HaW'^how 'li'l Kdna he.-ir il ? 

Sir TlK'odrae turn# 1 in hi . eleni' end lift' d his e\a?s. 

* Doloretta, it was hl.c this.' 

He fo(jk Ik. r IuikI aiK^i^' Id il, and it was hot within his. 

' How^ hot ssjuf haieC i-^ ! ' 1 k‘ said, surprised. ' Ye>U 

l^iVerCt got fewer ?• 

No, IKV* I an^pel’feel |\^ Well. d'<'ll TlK'd 
‘There’s Vi'ix lifil'- t-' dll* d'le- ]>art\^«--T snpjiose it 
W'ent fsff ACelk^^' Ids’ elilldis li enj< .\a-d it, r sUjSp' iO‘. I seareS'Iy 
kneav W'hat Y a, as doing. Jhit \vs‘ ]»la\a-d. danced, pulled 
crackers, acteri* eharade>, <lumd laeamdo. \< s, I delie\x 
^t_ey wereyiuke ha])jyy. ♦ Tie y iiyist lias'e deon. At la:^ 
they began to go. Vi wais already^in hed. I thought of 
going then. But Francis stoppicd me. Wc were left alohe, 
Edna^ he and*I. I didn’t Ivnow \fhat he wanted, what he 
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meant t(7 do. Stay here ! he said. His voioe was 

nearly gone. Come, Ed, you 'must be t:red. Say good 

night to Theodore. I hi come back in a lainute and ’’ 

his voice rj.iiite \\( nt. I saw E<U\a look at .sirn then in a ni?w 
>eay. It \v,as at tliat moment tliat sfie ‘;i]a(l^m]y knew some- 
t]iirjg^'vN\*.s eorfjing nj)(»n le r, I think. ]h t ske only came to 
one* and said g* md night/' aial w<'nt aw^v vith him,’ 

Tlieod ore st(>]»p('(l sp'-aking f(,r a minujo 
H don't IviioAv ]e»w ]<»ng he was avay — Francis. It 

seemed to me a^Say kaig time. Ihtwsw' r, at last tie eame 

back. i (lidnk ImmI: at him. lb- just saal, '' It 's ail right. 

Sh(^ send, lier l^oa^ — ld< .ing-. f'C-.a!! yor (a d'Cie, arid’ this 
for Dok C’esd' 

D- d' >res im >\ ' 'd. 

‘I meant -to gi\(_‘ it to \a »ii' I n-n e -r s -w morning/ said 
Sir-TheMdore. ' ‘ " • 

^ lie drew a note fr- mi^ t he p. n-k' f of luh ‘oa j and gave it to 
Dolorc>. She ('peie-sl jt and r< ad, in is Ina Denzihs large 
handvN riting : 

‘ Thardv mm, dear I)<.dor( s, for all \'oU arC/'/mig for fijy 
Franzi.^ Jd )N 

4 

Dohc'es sat still for a hcig time l^o, /dii^f t(avards the 
meriting. Ihil she (Sily saw it faint l\a ^ Th "re ^vere tears' 
l)etw een lev and jt , ^ 

I eoiildf/t lia.-'e (hms that ! ' she Was saving to herself. 

No, I C'.mldi/t ha\'e> d* MIS' that ! ’ 


CIIArTER XV 

Very early on the morrow' ])olores and Sir ^V^e^sdore tad a 
brief, but anxious consultation. Franeis Deazil and Edna, 
W'cre expected at the Palazzo Parherini at aalf-past nine, 
^aid as the time fr»r their arrivaHlrcw' near the Cani>jmge^. 
had abruptly realised Edna's position, and their, o^vn in 
regard to her, now' that she knew* the truth. ^ It might be 
almost intolerable to her^'to feel herself a guept, to have to 
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ae^t the closest friends, in such n moment oj emotion 

nd drc^. 

‘ We ought to Iiave thnfight of it s<_)oneT,’ Drilorcs said. 
\\e ourht — at any I uuylit to have left the aja'irtna nt* 
t shoiiUl l>el(jiiy%to E<lna. taiyht to be mistress here^ 

[iiriny these da^; 

' Perhaps it \Soul*l hnvo be< n b< ll'-r. 1 h;i\ri‘ h:id time,^ 
o think of that. Ple re hns 1 m. < n so nnieh/ said Sir Tlie<j- 
lore, aoxi'dii dy. 

' Shal\ I ) IK i\v ? 

‘ (to I \\ Ifr -re t( > ? ’ 

‘ T^> a hotel.’ . 

‘ But you ean^t %!oii(‘. Aiid T h;ii<lly lilv 

He hesitath'd. |b' f<lt ihal he m m t y 1 1 la 1 1 1 , hat if le- 
eft^the jtalac'e e\s ii ierii put ej^ly ch'lieat</ nastivee, i1 

vouW sf'eni like a^l<':o rlion (»f his fiiMud. 

‘ Pheu/ l)(>l.tr(_^s .said, \'.Vh <t<‘i eei. 'In aft hour lik<w 
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think it 

Id'dst for 111'* 
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> 11 1 \ . * 1 

mint sf 

ay ; 1 

see that.’ 









^ ‘ Tliat 

will set. 

111 very sir; 

ni^ 

r< ' ^ 

I tl 

link. 1 

'idiia 111 I 

.iv m >t 

understand.’ 








' Such 

a tiling 

wpn't trouble 

her 
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sui'li^a 

UK 'UK lit 

. L.t 

me go.’ 









She g'S 

t up, as 

if vddi th'e 

iiC 

lout 

i< >11 

mill. 

iiig immediate 

preparati 

ions for 

dep;i rtliro. 







' It Vill be mneli m</^ d 

• II 

' ‘at <■ 

s 

he s;nd 

' And 

. Edna 


iiUs always treated me p^^rfeefKa’ 

^Sla^ thought of iliat iK^e vliK'h ^he had not destrry ed. 
f shall 1 e 4 ¥C a leUer for her, of (‘Mursc/ 

She was about to go away, Tmt li 'T husbaijd st<»p})ed her. 

I flond like fliis id' a/ Ix' said. 

‘ Why nof^! ’ 

‘I don’t like your gving awav while I remain here/ 

‘ No, poloretta. That really can*t be. "i ou have — it is' 

you who have supervised, arranged ’ 

‘ What has that to do with it ? ’ she interrupted. 



210 


THlg FRUITFUL \1NE 


' A great deal, everything filmost. You htve been 

wonderful. I didn't know * 

‘ Please don't bether about all that, Theo,’ she said, 
rather coldly. "'Any woman naturally superintends things 
yi h(T‘ own* h< )ine.’ 

‘ Stiy irf your Ironic. I /eel I must stay. If I went it 
Would Seem almost like a (k '.'■rliou id I'l^ineis.’ 

' ddiat IS just what I think leovk 

‘ And you must stay too. You no<'d not S(‘e Edna. You 
can remain in y^ur own room. Aiid if Edna f<‘els ^qual te) 
Seeing }\>u, asks Tmt y<m, tie n you will he her^a • I feel j)retty 
sure she will widi to s<'e vmu. Shr lias '^leli a ^va^m hsart, 
sueh a groat seiuo (,f gmtitude'. I ^vieov she will never 

forgot leov roady yon wrro ' 

Oh, ploasc rl'skt, d'le’o ! ’ 

JIo A\as silent. 

‘Very ^v\\\. I suppo-,<- I had‘hett<a’ stay, Put it must 
DC as [f I woro Hot lea^, pk';uo, imt' -s fk Ina' strongly insists 
on sof ing mek 

^ 1 hrhove sho will.' 

‘Tle’o, womeu me k I’sl a nd <';i<di oihop nim/k r)ett(.‘r tlTan 
men e\k r iiielor. I •'■id Ih^iii. I (teid Ihmk Johia oaii really 
wish to see ne* at siioh a tme.s YleTof(.r': ])leaso try te) 
rnanago ^,o that I am lo'l '^<'( n. d’h n* 1 shall not ivind Se> 
miueh ha\ung sta\'od (»n le r-s’ 

She want out of tlioha m 'im 

Sir dke ocku'' ^^a)ndols■d at the mixture of doep ,-niotion, 
of praohoal oieTgax of fe\a■l'I^ll aiixiot y,^and of almost petu- 
lant irnlahility wdiioh'she* liad '^leo.*, n during tho kist ditlieult 
da\ss and just now. Hiit le- lead iv'lo tiino t<s dwell ^ju the 
mental condition (»f his wife. Tli'-^ tl>i ug yas s< ttled. The'*, 

wane to remain in lie- anaitment,d)o[li -.f lle nu Thoj»e wefe 

V, ^ ' 

an end of that. Ik areas — fiaan this nioni^ent tillUie e>pei^- 
fion was o\nr, he imwl think fnly of Eraieas ! 

Dolores wa nt to spral; to leT ft e ta I, NSj rse Jennings, 
The nurse greeted lea e\ilh a eheerfu!, ^aailldei^t' smile. 

* Do you wisli to see tie* room ? ' ale' aaked.* 

No, not nowa k ou liave foupjJ tie' serwatits ready ats^ 
vvilling to do e\aTything heeessaiwx tn get anyttulig that is ^ 
tvanted immediately ? ’ , ^ 

* Oh yes, indeed. I kn£>w how to manage with anybody.’ 
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' 'Hk^i ^ will goT I ain\r'>in[^ Im ^hnt niysielf up in my 

iji iin o Hs t. , 1 u‘ ‘(-u! of flip- way till^ -till it is oytT.' 

Nui'Nt ■ Juiiiii ^iii]l< <1 Hy.yii. 

‘Nowylijift \vo]TV, l.iitlv (t'lnnv iiy' ■/ sh(\said. 

‘ f am IT >t y' 'lay t < >/ 

T(» luTS'lf l)ofa''-. was s1 ill TrjM'a I iny, 'He i^^ going to* 
’(•(‘ovor. * 1 To is y^'i 1 1 y I o F' 'Oou ( r/ 

Sliu wont a\‘.ay !»» 1 u a 1 ( 1 1 oi a 1 1 , • Imt lior-,rlf in, and to<sk 
ip a IxHsk. ]t was I ji (i^nrir ci hi Jhiir oj dtilstiwn Sir 
riioodor*^- imwt lia\a- lai^I it down in Iho k^drooyi with its 
sonipanion sa^Innie in Jtn'-'.ian. Ho wa-i y^iny < ai with his 
^tudvwd Ivlr— ian. ' d'o whal (aid V ’ oft' n Ik; a sfaal liimsolt 
that. But lie (Bntinuod stialy, as Ik; (saitiniKKl to fill 
11]) his cnij'itvhoiTrs wdh oIIkt ociaipal khis, for wlyuli he f^jlt 
li til(#(‘nthusiasm. • ^ 

l)olor(>, ojK'iiin^ tlu' v'oIuiFK' near TtTo (aid. hoyan t'S read 
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Liiu t. ^ 

tf • Sll4.»uld T 1 K-ooino hlo- 1 hat , if - - ’ I IkkioI i I 1 )> il« uus 

^>he sa t w ] 1 1 ) ( a i o *1 1 a n d ( a i 1 1 1 e pa oo r k 1 n 1 1 1 - 1 1 . 

‘ And w I'luld Bho( t lo\ (‘ UK ‘ ] I i^)ro lila ihal 


Slx^huard a <t»ua' shut in tlio dulanc . 

- ‘ But Edi^", — she is not liln* tliat. 1 . ■ Ik‘ 

And sIk; Vjugan to C(aupare Ik rs< ir v ii h l idaa ] e a/ih eare- 
fyky, almost Ciildlv, ^^dls Edna nioua "T t eliaiminy, as 
tne of a family thSd she had h' un f-m the ehildrtm^ 

came ? •Certainly she still had cdiarnn Dolors knew^ that, 
^and was stri(;J:ly fair in acknowh^dginy it. But did that 
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charaa proceed frr>m her mot^v^ood^Vr did 1^ persist in 
spite of^that ? Girl, Tvife, mother — EQna was alwaw charm- 
ing, And— as widow ? 

' How hatcfuj I am, Imw hateful, ajid how false to my own 
detennir,iati' »ii I Framas will^rr* a cr, he will recover 
Tlwre was a krax'k nu tlr' (]<K>r. T)<»l(»rrs sfarted up. 

SA .T}h'( )(]( )r<‘ opciKMl th(‘ d'M*r. Ih* loihird as if -^ind^r the 
broWii Ins r(uii]F \'r ai la* had bsasaiie dreadfully pale. 
1’la‘v ha\a' (s ai]< s k)' Fsr( s/ 

‘ Thry V > 

k'raiu'is am Mhlftak 
‘ Yak V ' 
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t()war<ls eaeh otlar, k'ai<liiie a liMl-a was ennuyh^ Poor 
bodis'S, that lo\'e so niia>)], jMincd uVjhr rnsstcr}^ of the lies}) 
Put when she looked into Ivina’s fae<a tlam she mffo’y^d 
indeed, and was neo (\ 1 in the Atv dej'.tlis of that woiieiu- 
^hood w^hich a(F now Icdc' v itself pari <»f a yreat company 
of sisters. Wv Edna Denzi*! was changed.^ 

Never a prtOty woman, but nearly alw'^vs a radian,}: 
woman, the shock she had endured had withered the ehami> 
that w^a,s made, perha[>s, out of sunbeams.^ iler irregi^lar 
features, no longer lighdod up," f^e^aued to thrust torwax^:^ 
into notice their plainness. The defect in her eye Wi^ become 
s blemish now tliat the sweet light of joy had crone out oK 
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her ey^, the ^^sctvct she would have hxikcd a 

meagre, Ipfcjil, and oven perhuj)s nnattraetivc woman at 

fliat T-nonK^Tif TlMlrtr^V- co-tv if ic-i 


that niohiciit. Dolr.irus saw' it, r 
inonient|she felt as if 
ah ifjthai her 


iii-'d it all. But at that 
['■ in Kdiia's heart, and almost 


heart wrro le r owai. And sip- went to h^dna, put 
s about •lu'j', aii(l 111 ]•. And as she did so^ 


both arhis 

she heapj Kdna'^ \oi« 

‘ Th:nik V' »u — for ev<4i'\ 
in hers for a monimt 
did U' *t Knmv. J hit sh 
I shab pray f* 'r \s m 
Voiers Wore ^uidjl )li‘ 

' E<^na, hat do ;A»i 
( »n ? ’ ])' dra'i saij < ] u i ^d . 

' I will sit lu i'c' \Np lull l'c;u 


\\Iioporiiie aLS'-unst her sliviJIdor, 
lUeod Sh'^ 111 Id I 1 l<‘ hand of Ffaneis 
Biidiap. ho said s- anof hiriy. She 
hoard h'-i '-.olf .sa ving t* * liny : 

.*ra[M‘]s. 1 shall piaifs' fisr e'ou.' 

tho ns-xl riKini. A door opdicd. 

w lull 


I - 


lo d^ 


it is going 


Sfiall I——? Nil, \*on \\^adt \sai’^ 
' ddpinff Vo 11 , I )i »T tr(‘sd 
Do] orrs kissi (1 la r again, (d.a 'pod tli 


inn <sf IdTineis, and 
ry, shut and locked (lie ds^or, 


Went away. 

Sho r<din«iod to hor bod 
kiiolt^di^vn bogsn t • » |)i a \ , 

' N^’ot foi' ni\’Xiki , leil f.ii' I'.dna's smKo ! ' 
jShe re[Mjatid tluso* \-.'>rds in h<w pra\ir ae*nn and ngain, 
with a jMsi’si.w eraiKs ■ [ImI !>< o;inio at Iasi alI^o^t monoti »nouc. 

For •Edna and Tho ehddroii ! Ik a' Jediia and the 
(diildren ! ’ 

Jiriijlit cir<'Ii* fi-nycd S. f. .r,- h.-r >JiiiT , .ly.iiiisf wliiUi 
her hand,-? wi-ry pr.-. d. Siir hni U lli;is f, ir a l,,ny time. 
13ut presmilly sh.' .v a^-'d fr.im pray r. It m-d ti. hn- that 
a decision had hoon ('(fnu; t<^~far off, j hat it was irro\ < iisahha 
and tFal:, theiefore it was^-^oloss f(>r Ift (o pra\^ anv longer, 
^^l■te did not know what iftis iloci^ii.n was. Il might ho in 
cotiTontiarjee with Uv inioif^^', her alymst d( spi rate d( siro, 
or not. (idiei ease furl her supplioation eoidd a\' 

nothing. AfterwaJ iF sho ( .ft' ii \T<aidoi (d w Liy ;>uoh a strange 
idea Olid e<aiie t's hor, and, slid nior<-, why she had enter- 
taiiicd it so ^ifihesilahnglv, with .siadi ahsuliite ei ailidonee. 
r^he f^Jt that sht simply knew. Vrt sh^' did imt rise from 
had no detire to mhj\'e, and se' she reniuined 

os she 

When at kaagth she did move her eyes ached from contact 
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with her pressing hands. How jTung had she been ki;:eeling ? 
She looked at her wuteh. ^ 

It was eleven. Had tlie doctors' begun their dreadful 
task punctually? She w* )rid<red. And sht^ wondered what 


Thrn 

wgs (L 

' >iog, 

wh 

( re h 

c was. 

^ V 

F 


.bahly 

he \v7vs 

sitting 

with 

Edigi in 111 . 

at r* 

o( )m ' 

( b )se t( 

► w 

h 

ere Fra 

rieis was 

being 

6a\ mI 

r or no 

t sav 

(d. 









on Do 

1< )r(‘S 

to(( 

k up 

La (ia< 

'777 


la r 

air. Sh 

e read 

it ste; 

idily f< 

>r tw 

(Uity 

' mi nu t(‘S, w i 

iftu 

• 1 

it einol 

Ion. It 

meant 

searw 

■ly any 

tliiiiL 

r t< ) 

her. 

Never 

f lu 

T 

■ss she 

did rud 

nii^s a 

W( ird, 

and si 

le )rai 

cw what ‘ 

^lic \\a> 

re; 

1 < 

ling alu 

ait. Ite 

r head 

was e 

|ljit o rl 

car, 1 

her 

fUT\'e 

s v\rrc 

MU 

w 

1 ' ) I] 1 1 < 

‘ sd ad\7 

' The 

feelin. 

g t liat 

a ('Latain 

mat : 

( < v u as 

(b 

ei 

(4 d bri 

ujght a ' 

ojrt (.)f 

^e*la< 

' to luT 










Put \\ lu 1 e 

■ wasHi' 

■o ? 

^^’ll;it \\as 

1 

le, <b 'ing all tliis 

time ? 

Pr( or 

n 1 1 y 1 1 1 ] s (pi 

cst-f^ 

-u rce 

UI-I'.-.l 1. 

> ll 

el 

r mind, 

JxTsiati.i 

1 in it, 

rnd 1 

j.'gon 1 

tn 

ak'c 

her 

f.a r. s 

ll. ■ 

> o 

. She 

Jaiil ]!.■; 

ho(.>k 

b )wn 

, and ^ 

-:il f, 

>r s< 

: HllC 

titlH' <1' 

'ill. 

g 

lu »t liin 

g. There wa-s 

lUd M 

s( aind 

1 

ae li 

ueird 

ill tla- 

ap 

a 

. t III e n t. , 

sill' ir 

ot up. 

Went 

to the 

door, arid sc 

■ft'v nil 


t. 

ed it. 

Tll'I-r V 

y a s no 


reason leav \\h\' it should h'* loekod. She d^ t>oI opij^^ tlie 
doer^hnt returned to luT c|i;iii-. sal d<oM) av-^\\aited. 

W'liil e she d,as (Hi her knees llie tiuu' had passed like a 
lliish. Now it dragged. W'ky did not soiiu^ (sne couk' ? 
Siiialk' t h(.‘ ( »[)era 1 ion rnu'>f be over. Ptahnps everyone hod 
ferg-ifteri about her. Perliaps no one vould think sd corning 
to tell her tljo., result.^, Put T 1 1 e(-) - - s 1 a'-'l V lic would CoUie. 
He kn e\v V hel'c sho was. 

lie did not Conus No one carnc. daid at last Dolores got 
u\) and Vent to Ifu* door. Slu partially opened it, held it, 
and listeiu'd. Dh' ii she opened iV+vide, went out, and, walk- 
ing gently, made luT May tn the room where she had te^' 
Fulna. The door of t'Vi> room vas shut;- She waited ouhside 
it for a minute. Now that she was so near to*the chamber 


in whieh tlie /ate (sf Francis was being decided, she felt more 
strongly tlian (‘ver befor(' the mystery^ and the terror that 
had taken possession so abruptly of her home, and of those 
wh<> were in it. * 

At last she made up jitr mind not to hesitat^ an'/ lonjcr. 


And she opened the door and looked into the r-gom. -She^ 
t>aw Edna Denzil and her husband in it. They were sittirw 


\ 
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still, unnaUirally stfll ;;s itV^'anaa.l to T)>»Iores. Edna was 
facing h5r in a (Tair < to tin- (L'or \vhi(‘li coniniiliiicritfL'd 


with tho ro(jrn in ''Fd.-'li h'-u/il. 
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eoverydT wdth J>e)X(^s and bottle^ of eiit ylass. Hr stood still, 
pic^tt'd yp a boWle, looked aj. it, put it deovn, 
dYou wfe here ? ’ he asleed. 

didrnot wait for a reply, but took up another bottle 
^nd ^{)liUed outihe stopper. 


if' at t( > la r. She must 
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‘There is nothing so hideous as waiting, he continued. 
‘ Nothing. Anything is better than suspense.’ He*put the 
stopper l)aek. ‘ But of course we can't know yet.’ He 
withdrew the st'ii)per. ‘ He luvs regained consciousness, and 
,the ^opi ratiiin lias been su(^ef<sfu! in that^tln' — the trdiible 

h:is l"yri b'ik( ;i tint i>f ci'Ursi' ' He tisisk (>ut Ills 

hiUhlkrrcln'cf iiinl j>"uri\l smiic <vin-(/e-(^n/< ignc un jt. 

DmIkV' S was suT'' I hat he did unt Isuow what he waus doing. 

He ] HI t 1 1 le 1 la; idlserehief 1 1 1 1 1 1 his | n leki - t . put the s t ( Ipper 1 llto 

the tjdtti < \ St ■ t t |it ‘ i )' 1 1 1 1 1 ‘ ( 1 < 1 \\ F f , ; 1 1 K }♦ j 1 1 < ‘ I\ ( ■( 1 up n pi ► wcltiT-l )t 'X . 

‘ Id^s \\ill lie f<> tell US stiiiK tliuiL'’ (lir< vdllv-~-))(:rlLdps. 

I d'sn’t think — - — ’ 1L‘ r(‘iU(t\'<'d tli<‘ hi^ff^thu [Buvds’n d)ox. 

' \Vhat Iliad'’ V'tu suv ''all ovrr!^' like that, 1 )( tharetta, 

just n< Ih'l \s ai think — did y^u Mip[H up' tliat ? 

‘ I oiilv^ want'd <‘Xa<;ll\^ N/’.iat y »u lupantd 

Jin put 1 lip lid ha'‘l:, :uid tiii'li'd VoUIkI S<> h' T, 

' 1 Fas'k' T ai d' ‘UP h;i t \ < >u i u \ '.'iid' d ' !• a ul’' all this tuii'* ? 
‘Dp ’^1 nipan — - a Y 

‘ You mncTuhpr ^^hat y<>uyaid ahmit faith laplinyd 
‘ Last night I did itd 

'Ltd us go "ii-lpt us go on. I am syj!*^ihat Fil^iads 
will rta/ovnr.’ ^ 

' [ have bru'U praying Miat h<' may.' 

' Praying, hut ' 

H(‘ was ahoiit to say that to pray tdat sMuipthing fhay 
happpii sliows a doiidt as to wh' fh' r it is goLig ts) happ' n, 
But he did not linish lus siait'-rip'-. 

‘ I wondpT wla tlipf pravr is of aiiv'^gosid cxpk-jtt to tin op 
wdo pray/ he said. 'Do you V'shly suppost* — y'ai, Dolor- 
^tta — that a ppfition t'» ( h »d fr>s^ \aai, or F t us suy from 
me, e< >uld possihlv l<‘a<l t') anv (‘h;*,ngp m die fate of Lranci^^ 
If he werp dpstinral ts' dip, do \a )v,', hdi'a c wp, hy our praviVs, 
^puld cause that dpuismn, if it is a d''pisii ji, t'j Up changed ? 

‘ Not now/ sIh’ answ'Tpd.' 

Sir Theodorp cam'' aw;iv from tlip <lr' sdrig-tahle, ' 

‘Not now! What do \a.ii mean hy that Y ’ hep a^ked, 
looking dowm into lipr (‘yps. 

‘ While I wins praying —after, f^unie time-^^there ^annS^to 
me the conviction, it seemed like knowledge, that ijic ma^cr 
of Francis's living, or dying, Iiari been decided irr^vocabl\._^ 

‘ That was only a fancy, of course/ 
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* Perhaps, But f oould V>t pray any more/ 

' Ancftpat other tht:ig ? The exertion of the mind, of the 
will ? ’ I 

‘ Theo,{I ^^e d'Uie art I can. And I feel t4iat to try to do 

anyuiingmore we^iild hr 

lie eaid notliiny f"r a iniuuhr Ihr vrarls, (W chaps'" 
something in licr^nnnuh'!-, Ii:\d rvee.e//r ni.'ulr Jijh^irjinn :j 

painful inipressir.n, agriri 1 w hiclr sir- lli'>iir;hy \ir wa^ li\ing 

to strueAde. At l;i t h'* ^ald : 

' All tlies^' tliHir'^ ai'c .111 <1 ( .iir Ii um I .. \ 'apt lil 1 — 

his V(>i(‘r bee 4 iir' ^irl'Iiih/ l-'.IO i 'i. iii^'Or h.'iirJ^. \\ r 
are pM^uiiirs* lilt '< |^ w i I li<' d- ii i I m !)'• r'aul .. ^ >r <' \ <ii g' mI ,/ 
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‘But lia\'C*\'MU an\^^ f' ' 1 1 n ;i^ t-i alial iiiay h« to 

lj;ip}fan, one \vay <<f V 
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‘ And h‘ a a 

I,.r 11. ■■ li, 1 1 
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‘ Have v< Ml s( - 1 1 iT . 't . >r h I- t 
' { >]\W f'sr an in .1 ant ^ 

* ‘ T ^nj'pooj I r. .1^1(1 n't Nni ■ ■ .1 
rion’t kia)\N. ^Vv -nyy!’ 

^ I like Ih^l In di an 1/ 

How freekl' d n ’A 
‘ L^^ha Y ' UoKfiao said. 

I dyn't T^r^in to sav sha A had Islang.’ 

‘ J^rs a^ajC'e I should Ije \'rrv glad to lia\'' hv nr* if I was 
ve:y il>^ 

/ She V Jin excellrni luusr, x IHU^ve. I 11 go now and, 
how things are/ 

He went to the door. 
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‘ Wliat are you to do/^DolooTta ? ' hc*.^aid, as he 

was abTii to g(_) away. ' Wouldn’t itUe best if you went out 
and gr)t soius* air ? You hsok v ery paled 

' \\hen am 1 ‘anything else ? ’ , 

‘ Vdliere are diffsTcnt kinjU^af [Nilenoss., But just as you 
like) I (laresay you feel yoii would rather be on the spot, 
as I (Jod 

He withdrew his hands fisan his jaekd pockets, plunged 
them in agair<oind went <Mit. 

Thomews of dang<assus ilh]("^^ of the Ca:uii(allor of the 
British Eml)assy spread rapidl\^ this^gh Itoinan society, 
and eausrd great ast( >ni 1 me nt.' ^ 

‘ Ihit Usaw him out (Cilv' th^' day la.-forc se strrday, looking 
a-s \vrll as <‘\'er he di<Jmn his life^’ ’ 

' Most ('v| t'a, y thing ts) kee|-) it s^ <pnf.’t ! 

‘ thvre w'as a part\ at the Dcn/ils only yesterday! 

I knrav it, ber.nio' nivo‘hil(Ir< n wrrr tlins‘d 

‘ Evm his own ambassador kii<av nothing till , a few^ hours 
before tl'ie opera 1 1 on d 

‘ He ahways smoked iiu) much, poor ehaij^ *^ 

Su(hi r< ifiar[cs N'o^r*' mad<' in the jMighsh and American 
sets. In llalian <'irelcs a gr< :;t de;il of atUmti'sn weas devoted 
to tlie fa<‘t tli;it tho o|Mra 1 ion np-m It'Ci/il had tak/m plare 
in the P;il;i/./o Barboriiii. 'J'liis was gfhe.rally condemned, 
and uni\'eT 'o'llly tihtught !•» Iw* an extraoisVmary circum- 
stance. Prlne<■■s^ Man<b||i <li,l not say an\thing against it, 
but slic Could not und< r>tan<l the matter. If Sir Theodore 
wsas the lowr (d Mrs. Jtcn/ih an sic- and many other Italian 
ladies had conic to b(‘ii(‘\aa wh\vh< .iild lie «ssrry hx p^scrisy 
to such unneecssarv lengths ? A*ad w hy should Mrs. D^mztfT 
whom orm did rest wash te> cot\ haiin too uiicharitjiKdy 'Vor 
Jijsai/ig such a handsome and attraetivr n;an as S^ir Theodore 
— wdiy should sir' take her nusband to l)e oprasated upon in 
the house of lar lo\Tr ? And then Lady Car7riyngf‘'sva tlitude I 
That, too, wms extraordinary. \Vhy should she t irn her 
Ijeautiful apartment into a hospital to suit the convcK^ence 
of people wEom she must sureb;ydislikc, if not hater in her 
heart ? 

The Princess spoke of the matter with Montebruno, who 
had reaiently returned tccRom# from the French Riviera. 
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‘ I shajl ^ever leariv to u^erstand the En^t^lish/ she said 
to him, ‘ Altliniigli I^avc English blood in my own V( ins. 
Of course they arr eall^al tin? “ mad English.” But that is 
merely a saying. They arc diff<Tcnt, so 1:hev arr imid. 
That docs for tln‘ inaii who S(d^ 4ot <’lifst nuts, or tin- woman 
\vho eats jn;as7(i sci^itta under Queen MargleTiia's pMi't^'att in 
the den of tin- conejcrge. But of eour-.o it is rot f«*r us. 
Do you think Lady Eanns^ua- knows ? 

' Oaru Li o-tta^wlia t 7 ' said »nt < -bruno in^is harsh end 
wearv voiei-, wIiaT had ]\t> resi )n:i i n‘e, lo s^ftie-^s. 

' About her Kusband and Mrs. D< ii7il ? 

nen ahsays '^ir>\v sin'h things, nan seare^ ly ever 
know therm’ 

' Yet she roe( i\'os MrsT Den/.il at su<'h a nnain rit. If'- iriav 
die^ in^her apartni'-nt, a^d tuive Mrs. Tluieul and Sir Tle-ri- 
dore friL-e do alr-fl- \<t Uoy lik'-.’ ,, 

' Free ! Lady Eannyng'/ \rill still exist e\ eii if-?^Irr+Trn/,il 
^In >uld die.’ 

T do iioUtliuik Doloros Caiyi\uige is the S( at of w-nnan 
\sh<s TloffldTglit in a (Saso liln- that. Slio \sould yrobablv 
not e(_)unt. Tl<a^r< ngth \'>'»uld ne\er he in lighting.’ 

' Wheri- eild it ho, uii<i euru ? * 

‘ In beinig eMuyuored, I think.’ 

• Ah ! ’• said Moll N bPuiK a 

He looLod at tho Brinecss steadily f-a nn >re than n minute, 
'rin-n he said ; * 

' I am ge tting 'Ll and dull uitUd 

‘ Don’t bo 1 i( lieiiloi^s, (horgio ! 

‘ No, but toll me oxaetlv ^lat you mean Isy thi^ r-nigma.’ 

' I me?an that if Dolcr^ ^’annyngo were o\a'r ('onyuered, 
eeinrjiior'tr would j)rMi»a^»b/ beeline her sla\’e.’ 

>ntebrum^ sptsko .fgain, whiQi he w^as in no hurry 
to effa he saij#: 

'Shall I, go this evening and inquire Mr. Denzdl 

is ? ’ 

** Yes, iCo.y P should like to kia^w. Peior fellowU And 
i?ist go^ wdmt he wanted, Munadn’ 

' That/is ^hovC things aydn thij we)rld. And there ig, 
. noybther|ftr us. Even the Americans har« found ouk 

The Amoricffns 1 * 
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‘ Thei^ great Edison has sard ft.’ 

‘ Tlien that is settled I ’ < ►hsrrved ^ the Princess, Vv’ith a 
smile not devoid of (‘( )nteiri]>t. 

‘ l^t is ict only fnan tlir United States that I get it/<said 
ore <‘brnno, 

‘ r<on \\ Ik re th<‘n ? 
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M( tntrljnnK e in suitalE' trains, cxpri s ^cd ^ Ir^^ r^gr'l. 
No diniht tie' sli'M'k < »f tier operation liad^ivatly tried tie' 
strength < »f 1 lio pa( i<‘nt. 


' Si, Signor Marcle^se. It is his h' ail, I tliinl:. But h<‘)\v 
sh(.»uld I know ? 

Again hr Jift'-d tijs hands, and raised his large and 
f>ri»niinent e\'eN , 

'What a pity! ;'vhat a |>ity ! Let us hepe all will go 
well ! ’ obsria ed Mont< bruno. 


'And why should we not le^e ? ’ rrsp^nded the mnestro 
di cdsa. ^ 

. lie steM)d r<;sp(_ ct fulK' at thr dosa*^ while MontebnjfTJT 
turned and (h seendeddhe \^lde s^aireasea 

^^'And why should wr not bopr V ' he repssatecEtu hirnsellf, as 
at length he eS>sed tie* d* >or softly. 

Early the next inorning, desjutr lwu'iw' efiort of Bsje 'doctors 
to combat the shock to the system caused bV tde oj^-ratiori^ 
Francis Denzil succumbed to heart failure. '' 


* In the evening of tl^‘ same^dxiv, in the first edition of 
La Tribmia, his death was annoimced, and a shr^ acvo\nt 
was given of liis career in diplomacy, followed by the gracefV 
eitpreasioas of regret at*his loSs, and s\Tnpathy for wi 7 <m 
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and younf children, ivhichStalian journalists know so well 
how to lure. I 

Among the many wVo vcM tliis nnfioo waa Cesare Carelli. 
He ^jok in-Xu Tribuna, arid always glanced fhr<_»ugh it before 
he went to bed. »()n tins occ^i^n, lh)\\(-\rr, lee had bifighU 
a (O'lpy in the riitrwncc li;ill < .f 1 Ik- S;iI< nic Margin i-ita, licr 

he had gone with i Inp-- I'l kimIs, \s mug rii< ii f< )n<l of sjx and 

with eyes ever ^^arll\' "H 1lic t'oK (»iit fi.i’ new prettv^ women 
on the ^aai'icty stngea Flp'y <m‘ciij*I' (1 tie 1 hi\ lai the h-ft 
of llic scenc^ and as s< h m a^ \s< re in bcsair* (>|)ened 

his jiapia wid'«ly and beg.m t«> r'sel, nmUk. at c:islnig hven a 
gl;inc'#;it tin; iicrhn i:Hfcr » d t lie nn me nt. ib; r* ad mi stcndily, 
sitting WiH in ili*' fr< siL < d tr... im c'-a <•!< -s^- to i h'* (Ti ovd in tiie 
P( )ltri 'lie, [ o win ii 1 1 In- [s‘i id I n ► al I < ii t n n i, ai^d of w In an In ■ did 
nrit once think. flu ^•oriif aim ais eajj^ily slarcd at the 
wrigglii ig^irid hair^plf ading, ha lf-( k 1 lant, young’ woman 
the stage, who s\Mnig h<'r sliced, pnfffd-out skr^ s/ ifflTa al 
to and fro, sln»Acd#hcr r<'ws ()f <xctll<-nt I's th bctwts.-n 
heavily p^ii^tcd |i[>s, and oec;^a< nia lly — Nsith a nnadianieal 
gcstift’e-^t(,^^L‘hed mie of Inr dalle and (-yebrows, as she 
laitln.T sj'nnke tli^i sarig a |»opij|ar sli’ect S(aig. \\di<;n, as 
liajtpened alnioNt irnni* diat< l\\ I In; \a»nng i«' n had made 
up their minds that as a 1 -dy -- tin -y dn 1 md think (d her as 
a finger r-sh<; wsas moforthy <•[ lh< ir att< nlnai. 1 In-y turned 
away and to()k lorn^ and d- lilx rate slo(d: <d tin- audn-jicc. 
To Cesare tin pani^ no all'-nti'-n. ^wTicri L' fr-id iinisJasi 
what he was \\<aild this os a\^ay his paper, and 

exist. 


Presently the gnrl, with swing of tn-r skirts, and a 

pecnliarV’aggl' , alnio t cn-i ^ar, of In-r riylit k g, disa[>[)cao d, 
IT+th out a sound < d# a ppo (^al im i fi'oui e\ r-n oiii; speetutor. 
Th^^2ur^ains drew together, (^e-md ag;i>n, and amid ela]>ping 
Anifa di Lan^ki w allg-d on, k *• ding st^-adily, Lihnost threaH^^ 
irigly, at the hun^<‘ds of fae<w*before h<‘r, ai^d up at the 
circle ^fh^e the smoke wreaths mounted and disje rsL'd. 
She sanofsoujg flfter s<‘)ng, and ev(Ty song wsas gr<-eti;d with 
c^ies Bftsl. ' and still (Jesare read <'alnilv on, sitting 


well for\MCrd in his chair. lengtli^the singer indicated by 
ge.d^res t^t she did npt yvant to sing any more. She put 
OL^ her pretty hand, and, smiling but looking determined, 


etendeef to push the shouting nien^way from her with its 
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delicate, pink-flushed palm. Sl/"^ shook lier headland drew 
dovrTi hei^ cyrhfMws, making a fa(‘e ex^rc,ssi\x‘ r.f fatTgu*-. 

‘ Zarnpugnar»» ! Za]iipugii;us > ! •Zani[’iignar< » ! ’ sheiitad the 
young neaa aiaknot a of the old <ai' s [mo. 

Ceiarr gleiievd up f< u tlepiiT^.t time. 

‘ Zliipi e ig[ laiss ! ' hr t<M> (‘I'e d in a Iriid, lirm \s.iee. 


Anita di T. 

mida sont 

Iiiiii ; 

1 sil 

lo ol.ll 

|0,., '^^|uoh 

w’as like a 

glaner- of obi 

iko, shrugs 

:• a 1,. 

r ,1 

ioi 1 M. 

I'a, a 1 p [ mat 

le a signal 

to th'‘ eoiidie 

:>or. d'ho 

•M’I'I 

an 

■ 1 ■ O ; 1 ' . ' 

■d, and tho 

< a’chi stra 

[)laved the o] 

• ' n^^ieg bars 

of II 

11 ' s< 

III;/ CN 

'■ry < mo w anted. 

CesaSo, sal 

e Ai ' ‘o’ 1 1 o w' 

1 ii.ii 

his 

lollll 

and d < ; 1 i \ 

'<_■ (-rv had 

ticcm ol)ov( (h 

t ’ 1 mod 

lo III 

S IP 

■V,-.|i:l[ 

^T, alpl 111 

. eyvs f, II 

on the w'orii 

1 Luili). 

AihI 

4 

as 

Anita 

di r>anda 

sang 1 he 

deli(‘i( ms (d luntry s< mg. 

\M 1 1 1 

its ^ 

-.ii/g 

■ lion of 

Is, and its 


imitation (»f ihf pip'^ ’»f Arr.idy, t'^ > i r- ■ V' '.k 1 fhr amiofinc- ■- 
nv'Ot of tho d' at li of Fraiiri^ I u/il in tla a j .a 1 1 n cm it of fh'‘ 

Fan 1 1 ’yVt v,' I [' • had a is a I h » \ ( x .f lip- < 'd* 1 and r 1 la i artcn d i a 

little ^^h]ell .ailv Anita di F.aiida ^'MnV'iiig as it should 

be sung. T1 i<T(‘ \^as (saught in it s-aie lliing ‘d t^i'‘ ojx.ai air, 
of Italian ei )nntry sccH' O, oli'va‘-<‘o\ < r< d sh \anrs^ip%ning 
on hills slrrtidiing d-e/.n fis-m lms y hill d^iis,"^ w it h ^»ugh 
walls And Cam i^sui i h , 1 o h >i ig pla i n eo \ ( rod with w a\’i ng c an, 
dottod with mnlk 'rry iro(W, and thisa<hd by whito roalk 
dc-cp in dust, along whieh tho w a g"’' 'ii'^ < 1 rawn k\' (hg loanii^g 
oxen pas-^, whilo tho dri\a rs lio nnd sh-^ [>, with tlowers, or 
bits of grocij, b( liindh iM.'ir ears. And 1 !e r<‘ wlis <‘anght in it, 
trx'), a S(.)ijnd of rust lo tas' m tho o]»cn air, far from 

cities, far fisan social tramne ls, far from tho prying eyes <d 
those- who ehatlor in draw i ngu'oom ; of lo\e under silver 
green olives, of love by stis am \. (1 lo grasses : 


CoWare 
while lie 


Na Z:ini[Migii:ti'() ’c an jM-'-i- e for-a 

a’ liLdi;?tiza la iai*o]iera, 
tsM paitt'Ur j)e N.aitiilr 'c tH*a 
SuiiHuan allrro .tihao • ii Il<a o, igUcra ! 
’aia ana era a\azro 
o Zaiii jH] oaaro 
pensa\a ’a Tniigllera, 
e hir-pi laoM , 

a z.ainpa^aifi e siispirif s’abtiutavaZ 


read, 

read. 


and heard 
And f(5r evep 


Anita^^di 


lamda’s 
afterwards tSie 


. p 

voice singn 
song of th(^ 


:h\ 



ZHnipi^;narQ was ^)nrirctr(-^ in his mind with the freedom 
r)f Mrs. .rfT'nzil — he tieeii^dit of InT husbaiurs deaUi as her 
frcedrjni — -and with tlej in< )\n'‘in<‘Tit of liis ossn strong life 
onMard in a dn’< (‘tion Vvhieh miglit lead him to his greatest 
desiit^ ; ^ ^ 

' f] ullcrn, ull<_TO I ^ 
i trli.i l.irrolla, 

( 1 m‘] l,i 1 r-r] i a 

I n cr ^ a 1 1 a - 1 1 
pOi mao 'a \I ail. aiaa 
raaOi', ,1 rnr^ riii*a ta iioiina nean^!' 

lie ynt d<^wn In -. p.'On r at la>t, b'aia d for\\ard on the ledge 
r)f tie' 1 M )x and I'Mitosl at ."fiiila di lainda. llnj^le' s:iw a 
httlr ost<'i-ia Ml •le' n \ni il a i : r \\i(li \’iies t'aning ahf»ve 
its d'oee And he li^arJJaiKs siiigmg y,,. mjiAt (jf a great 

S'jlitudc. 


< HAhldd; XVI 

At tile beginning i\^ar<‘li, abi.iil a nesnlli nfbr 1 le' doalh 
of d^d'aiK.V. l)on/il, was a gr-al 'd.aling ]>ai't\’ in lie' 

]»alaee 61 tie' l^)neliia. Miia\anln [e-i ia r IriSii lli*' ('or.so. 
The h)u(‘le"'S was a*.Mdi>wa rieli, cli^mw, labd - 1 e ari' d, bv' 
les means old. ♦Sh*' bad two som., of < i'*lib‘' n and lw<'iil\g 
and a pretty dai]glil#r, i-iaeiiLlw marre(i I" t'eimt lAinlio 
B'M'eara, a yonnger bi '^.1 1 1 < i' ^ a int ^Bocs -a ra ; and ]>artlv 
for tie an , partly p'-rl lap . foc |i. rself, t le 'Ugl i sli< • dal not sa v eo, 
slie ^aitertn iried perpe! i :a IKa ^|)nring tlm aaai befois- la nt 
slei ^lad gnan tw<> l^ilB, and s' • ral Xinall danees. Xigsv 
that Lent h:pir begnti, an<l ^.o(‘i,y^y made u j)reteiiee (sf md 
daneing^ tBraigh si ill daie’ed a\ li(ae‘'\'<T abd wle rever 
it ^conld, Byelews ga\e liinehes, coneeido, and dinners. 

Ajid slii^t s^s wdio had made roll<T-skating (jiiee meire not 
merely chyvogia^^ but tlie passir»n in Bene'. In her niagni- 
liceiit patae^dlene was a lo^g* picturd gallersa with a ceiling 
^ pa^ed by Tiepislo and a marble lloor. One day the 
lyTchesSj in a moment of inspiration^ glanced down at thia 
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floor. Her handsome eyes beeame fixed^ and dreamy, tlicn 
sudd''Tily viva<aous and twinkling. Slie raised 'flier head* 
clapped her hands— she was still ai gay and almost aa 
buoyant <'is a child — and hurried awa^' tn lind her secretar^a 
TlieYesulJ: ni Iks- ins]nrati«ai was Umuk/ on rnlh rs. ^ 

Alj lirst^all til'- SI I cut ' b^\'s ' aiel ' gnU ’ < >f Tvr)me began 
to tuiuhlr (havn t‘» the Sound of nnwie. d'h- n tli<‘y began to 
g(‘t up, anil their plnec^ on 1 li< ' n earblr gt m )rs of the palaces 
\verr taken bv tin* young marrii'd wona n and the yuiing 
rneru seeaeterw^ of rinbns-.\g scions of tie' gi'isat Ihanan 
houses, travelh.^r fori ign^ i's \\ifh good introductions. And 
insw, ulcn Lueh' vs Miraxaiiti gas-- lea lir t-i.as ning ]»arty 
for skating on a grand scaha i.g < n neddl' agi‘d pcispbe the 
intelh'et u , d, tie* <rudil<‘ \M I h bi'eri^ amh renutations, and 
thiSM* wles had hi'de rto l). < n wholly add',etcd to bridge. Weis.' 
earnestly t a lung h sV>ns at t h** Aala l^ic'hctti. A wclbkiiow n 
sfeoUer had broken his k g onl\' lie* d:i\' bcff»re. A buiutiful 
princi.ess, it h a faec like ;i niU'C ;ind a cloud ■/ denst' l)kaek 
hair, 'boast cd ()f p.»^U.snlg Isso ' h* an^niaii ks kns't.'sd Mrs. 
Teeirus- — at k*ab ^Ir* said eo--\v;i> biaek aieV blue, and 
had t(.) br* ('ar< fulK' ' made up ' by aii < \pcrt <Athfl theatre 
before app' aring in jiublea A is*\;i| lad'^iad 'ricked le.'r 
ankle.’ And tt was rune am d that Mi'". Faraway, W'ho had 
liAaul in Uoiiic to tie* ccrlain luiow’lcdg-- of \ arious truth- 
telling ])cmon ^ for th'* last lis c-and-fort}' years, sind Irhd 
certainly teiii in exp"b'ncc in some otie r guar ter of the globe 
sriine thirt\' x'oirs lx f<,^rc that, wa^ ' tkinlung of l)cginning.’ 

Rr»me loW'S anything that gis'es a spii'c .J Teaa'lty to an 
cntr'idainniciit, and tie* l)ueh'‘^s had therefore d'aas'(al that 
all ladies who intend'd t'» sln'ism at her ])arty niU't n)gxsar 
€71 iiirhan. This eomniand was li'vely in ( '.'ipis ‘ted Isy x'snauus 
]'>retty wa)n:ivn t-a ne an w hate\a ;r sui [< d iTesm l>est. Founti'^ 
Br)ceara, for instane«^, arrieed ni a (.do-^'-jitting \'e^yet 

"^\vn, i‘ut yery low, wit h two jaatehes, ar^l a sort ■ )f Phrygian 
cap, wdiieh k»oke<l as if it lead strayedyfroni tkj worxjs of 
Theocritus into Maxim's and ehang''d most ofVits' nature 
there. Her pretty sistia'-in-la\v, thv Duenesyds ij^aughter, 
had powdered her hair and w ore on it a soarP t ca D,biot ud^ 
'' like Pierrot’s, only smaTer. A kandse)me, but discontented- 
looking, American gfrl, Miss Phoebe Critchit, wLo w^a^re- 
ported to have thice millions of dollars, had managed 
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make look ^oi;:^ni(‘ly T^iirkish, iinr dtsenchanih^ ^chapph' 

(In Hafon^ns Prim‘</ P<Tr(?f<‘) wliisprrod to P^iriC<:f^^ Cnrt:Hi, 
tii'" mother of C<-^ar\ Ary:i 'Mim^tla/ (dhcrnase Princess 
GiarnarchT rcuK mlw i iny a <‘(‘rt:Lin o marl'? about a sj^'iinx, 
hai.Harrangcd Ic r sil\< r * tur'^in ' in a manncL’ tlifit rrvalbvl 
memories ed tic:* nins< nni al t" tlc)^<: wh^ ha(/ laasn 

there, atid that *a ff' c’d'd ' 'rie- 'r<cntit' an npj-xsrtuyily C)f 
sh'.o\'ing his krco\l< 41 y<' bv cliri'.t 'aiifiy lea ' llattor the lady 
of the uiciri \\s )rl(l/ 

The Hir ae aiiii It'iL'c*' niinc:te^(e l)nt t[i(‘ I )fi e hi ss had 

invit':(l all U'CiC' 1li;d wax Miiarl, aiid by e^\'(ai 'tet^k 'Wcu 
Ic^r gri ‘;i t • IS H )nis biL^eni e» ImA w an c c'talsl v lilt'd. In 
Mareli the lv<aican a .-it ' i- al ils Iciylik :md E'aur 
thisaiyed wiUi |)t'<'])t'yf < 1 1 , i 1 1 ic I i( a i . aid |M(>|)t^wliM think 
themsehes so, fisali d^pari 'd lh<- Hiidc^s Mira- 

vanti h:'#i traxsltd. and lia<l a at' and (*< .si i c a x 'I ita ii 
ae(]uaintane':. S< . Ic r par'll' . w<ri- rrally ; i n n ^ i 1 1 1 

her pala<‘c penpi-' dP' (<> j'r..iii tlial -nidi aid 

W'':aris' aiC' IS a 1 1 d < d i j i ( n i lal • ■ I y. a i la n 1 1 M t -( a M t ■, w I iidi has 
gus^'ii t:i^aic^ a had tiaiii'' f<a’ a'’'^ap, iiit<» an atnessphere 
rresrea \ itaToa IK 1 no. ly a'a I iny. d'li<' hiidi-'ss shinne d <atlv 
anyressi vidx as's’^aily:i r aid ill-laxd [>< •< .[st a < m Id 1 1 e franlcs, 
ahd tlmse vdc), by tie- arret id <>[ ^Ideiie del led happen 
to be of di'-r worthii dde- ]<_-! sle: n- nially wdriaied, in- 
cTusling Mrs. Par;*wa\n \\h", ha\iny moai le t rst.Kxl lea 


invatatinii, anil 
female gie-sts W' 
pissligioiis sizd, 1 

and the ama/sd ; 

' Elti \ a pati 
iJie Duchess to h 
oriV nlle to 

dai^ la maisoii ! ’ 
N<a omJ TieS'de 


■ini;ij'- fri< I 

(‘’est /ini ! 


I I lial all the 
ns'd in raie (_d 
>f the lexstess, 


aur<ais un cada\'re 


Vk was meal 


ure gallery, 
ais, co\s?red 


No omJ neioled to ask wh<4 was meant liy tile. The 
frien^d^ oythe Dufle ss lloedn-d towaisls the pa'ture gallery, 
dager, i^eeimW, to be ' in at the (taithd ()n a dais, co\s?red 
rj/th, a string Isand was ])laying a le yro rnctedy 
wdth SoiAliern \i?gour. The^scrapmg lesise of the multitude 
of j^ates, w^tln^y rolled pe]*[setually the marble, rningle^f 
the music, wuth the loud taizz (d \ <*ices and the tinkle 
of laughter. Borne beconie cosqiopolis, a strange play- 
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ground for the nations. Tis-n ght the ^lecrv Dueliess had 
pre)\id(.d til' in ^vith a game that sireined nt'W. Tiieir \’igisur 
and tlv iv oiitrain in jilaying it w ercyevidently n delight to 
the,J arg‘‘ e<*Tji]^aiy of' dowag'^rs^ niarrird woman wlio did 
^not fan/T* )r hard rx<-rris(‘s, aaid inon dd gnd ( dhiTwist , who 
s<at itigl st< 1(1(1 l(ti)lvmg <>]i. Anmiig llirsc wci’l' Mrs. ]hii'a\\aiy, 
whom (■\aayhdMdy ox] i-ctad— ( ai atdtd'imt of thr^ tmhan— 
to sr I forth ]')]'< sent I\^ upon tlr* marhl^- tni a short \ oyage 
ft) tho oth- r ‘ , irld ; ^lai'ehosa Void »s( i ; dhdiiress Cai'olli ; 

Ti ■jiiec.ss ihar[<ildn lie- l'»<'aiitifnl Srahaii vslh' laid li^r evairt 
at thoidxilid Ih S 1 ; Mix. M- 1 \ illc Ih iiiglo ; Madams da Ih del’ ; 
Draina Alieo M* tardi, and many naads d'ja' men numbered 
Prinee Ponp to ; { \ .unt Ih aara ra on t hs look out f< U’ Mrs. Toidms ; 
a Spanish nohhanan oallmd \d\(.-., who wvoli; plays and 
alw'ays staaie'd st'‘'-' 0 ( d m n lol.apch' >1 ; l1i<' S\V('dn,h Minister, 
ryid othors. M<ist of ih'' y'Ming mon r.cr''' slrating^ ^^e^e 
^l.at's, or \\'iv pulling on Iho slmtcs of the 

wonjsn. 

I 

Juat in fi'ont of tliitse who W(‘re (sagcriv i ng, under 

the tall ju’elm'o ut a jwjMa 1 ho I<>\a |y Prinoos^relio said 
slh' had Ml' 'Uscniaid's Lui'csd l)<'.pit'_' |gT aillietion she 
was to skaf<'. I h r gio.'P cyr-s wawe sparivimg ^vith 

ant loipatioii, a^ di'- sli'ctMi'd oiv' small foot out from 
beie'alh Iwr 'di'*rt \.'l\(t dis -s tdw.xisl. an ad'uung young 
nian, a N' ap' A t a n. w la > lu a 'U < >n 1 la ■ n lai lA ■ 1 »sf,drx }jer a nd 
\Mt h mn oil la r and Ain'' 'i' hr* ox n ha nd'^. pid xau a hal to fix (an her 
slv'afos. ddaa miiU(' mad-' an aliii'' f fo\ orish erosiomdia A 
litU(' Polish prinock.s, la r liaiuln Itoliiiid hor, hor laeid llnrirr 

O _ X 

bat'k in a sort of oa>tas\ o, ol< j'uiro, w- nt s wiiiLniiL!' be, 

r L * ' ’ C' V 

takif ig imnioiisa (auaa s av it h a mot i* ai ahia ot lilo' nviiig. 

'Pi’est')! Presto! ' era d the lovolv nrm(‘o.s.s t() tht* Kr..- 
politan. 

Md’ovu'rly he s|arang up, ts.ok laar twaa tiauds. ,A movenamt, 
and they wa ro g(Uio oii tia t alo <»f the mjuie. And the rafani- 
lo(jkod down (»n an om|'lv oliair. 

Is yiaur Ct'saro here Y ’ asln d Princess Bagtoldi of 
Princoss Carelli. 

' Nod returned Princess Carijli, in a weary, lackdustre 
voice, that yet was net disagreeable. ' But he said he nkght 
come. Probably he won't. He seems to go nowBere tojs 
yeard 
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Wliaty^loes he dn all fhe^ime ? ’ 

Whfit dues any laie de) ? I never know. He Monies in, 
goes out, Stes his friYeK, 1 suyynsr^ visits the club, dinci 
and chi sa ? The time [masses. hat should he 
do :V 

Princess Car* Hi, p( rlmps bceain.<- she was Ivsrti En^hsh, 
was mote ItaUa*n Ilian almost any Paliaii. She .spoke 
English with a s!r<^ng a«‘cf iit, and made niistak' S in the 
construction of h^‘r J aiyloh s( uteri*'* s. c in* iNTanents 

and poses wer^.^ It alien. Slie had in(re(hieed itn Italian 
timtu'e into 4^er \S'i<‘e. She \\a> <‘enf *'^yla( i\ e, cjiis'less, 
rigid in etir[U< 11*.' with lei' ecjuals, fainiliarl}^ at heme with 
her servants, as ar* ‘ ^ I aliaifs. Pul sli<- was ni'^e like the 
ItHlion ladv \fh*>Moes lra\ol Ihaii lilo: the smart Italian 
W( inirin who alPher *1 i n Pans, r/ms < ) \ er to L* aidon 

in June, find lakcC'. the isire ai Aiv in Alienist. Princ(:^s 
Carelh, when she wanfed sfa air, \'i-.ik d \h;i£^‘Y'y. ■ ^ 
must have a eur*» wept to Sal .* emigs^n’ops, for an aft* r-eure to 
tl\e Abet* Tie. She dr**\e in a slnil brongham, or a ('l**s*.‘d 
mot*«r, ^ghlom or n*'\*a’ Nvallnd, an*l was in erata esaa’y day 
t*a hei'-efrienTis after six oh-1* **‘k. At night .-^li*‘ eat up \aTy late. 
In the morning sfr* exiO* d (TiI\^ f-*r h* r niaei^ ari*l f*>r*a few 
vsTv in^Tiiiate Italian fri' iids, vom<‘n of (‘oiirva SIk' was 
short, very sroiil, an(ky<'‘t eh gaTit, iimTinling, and managed 
s*Tn*di*.)W to I'Sok \cTv mu*'h darker than she rmdly Vyas. 
One w'oman nwW ^\\c di-lilmd in lv<*me, And that woman was 
Princess Maiasdli. 

' When is he teing to niarrv, mv dear ?* in* i aired Marehesa 
Yerosti. ' • 

^ Chi %h ^ r<'tiy'n* *l lTme< ss \’ar* lli, svith growing 

lariguor. l''ud*T the n^a i*', the nmr*' ra[)id tlie skating, 

thr^norc Avearv and * 1' taeh* < 'A he manag*'*! to lo<*k. 

' Vsr are aldexpeeling it,' p* rsisted the Marehesa. ‘ 

— w'ell we >tre all exp<'etmg il / 

I 'me af/ai(l that \m 11 imt help matters,’ 

, The Prineess sighed. 

' I sliouldAiot be surprmed if Cesare never married,’ she 
addmi. , 

* />ut evetV one in Cesarf’s positi« Turnarries ! ’ cxelaimed 
tly Marehesa. ‘ The only son, and saeh a property to 
inherit { ’ 
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' Cesare bej^an life like a fool, Airily observed tlit Frinccss. 
‘ Perhaps Ik thinks he has (‘Jirnnd his cn]il)acy.' 

‘Aerofslniy to Mantrya/za — « — * b(^o-an an elderly man 
:>tniyl iny }>y. 

, ' i[ht*"''p'‘;i]; of {li;it o]d Jire-mr io ni*' ! '^said the s-^, 

not efMpzIiiz' ho]' huieuid toHf'. ' IT.' i-., (Zi ni\^ index/ 

' Arid win,', if one iii;)\^ ;isk, ]h'in(‘(-^ V 

^ It is ho who \\ro1.' that Lit m ydrl in c I'ueicti e vera 
sorycftfc (Ifir Sireh a saeial- ye ai nh-urdit} ! And 

brsidos, I diato )ji . si ylr/ 

' J)if< iny <lw'y Adolaida ' iM p.m pho Marehesa 

(aiory 1 hoall \'. ^ 

"It <;ul\' i ho Isiiyli^li wfio pr. I.nd io l)ehe\(' sik/i 
iionsoiiso, le earn ■ ilioy ward !<• //'ws/' So.'-, j.. nialvc it 

Tf. s[ )oa| ahlo. Iditvwe I h z 1 1 , 1 1 1 y dv ii < \w Idilcr/ ' 

y Phoi'c n I ho \l:n'iie'Ma d'''.'Oi nysm ! *■ 

A iTi \ n la |o piek'niy; lior up -ayain 1 ’ 

" I w i aidof h< >\v Ma vna hla o it ? 

' Mai’ia is in le d \'t J' h a o. -Id/ 

"Ibovdiill!’ 

Uie nnisia ehany< d io a e;iko wslk. Tlio mnsicians mad(‘ 
eu<-h h' W^ thiny i ho\ |.|;i \ ^d s. . an hk<' f ho bi a, ]nrve rlndhni 
and aea( lit io yi\o an inipnl'O t-. ih- skaters. A po\vd<'rv 

lilin ll^'wv 11]) fi'an 1 lie inarlilo ll.Ma’, aiiX I'lod ]iyhtly"(an t))e 
liair, tho turbans, tho y.)wn'. and Iho^e^.ats of tin.' l]\a[iy 
con pi < as tl loy s\m/i ly n e > 11 ' 'b a P aj J \ ]>v w i ili linlo d hands, 
snnliny, ialkiny, ' e’ m 1< nih iM.kiny aL ono aiiolhor, joined in 
till- siroiiy s\ni])afri\ of aefi^e plcasiiro. I.oiider and e\er 
louder ]’osr‘ tho s<Tapiny s.)un.bundor Ikoo.il.ks ronf as now 
skaters joined the ihi'aiy. ddn erowri wafehiny at^thc end 
of tlie yall'TV bet'anje more (h [isfj, iiioren’oii ipaet. In (.dlu-r 
rooms the 1 in dye pkavei's war<‘^itfiny bs the t'llih.V. 

>Ilas slie \cntui’od ? 

The 1) ueh- ss liad li ft the first drav'^ny-i’oonV^ and iiow^ 
was anxiously h)okmy with her round and biiVldike eves 
towards the skaters. 

" No, ne», she is ila re, by the Ameriean ami )aSsadress/ 

The Duehess breatlaa] a s%^h of relieta She pereyived 
the large green turbiin of Mrs. Paraway noddifig viohNtly 
as she talked to a handsome fair woman covered with jewels, 
who w^as serenely suniing and looking on. 
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Sh^ djngs to life aftr-r 'JU. It is a natural instinct. But 
I wish sl^e would take off Ikt turhsiu dear souf Thun I 


should kitow' she luui res* 

.ir 

ed lu d t 

.. die 

in rny house.' 

The Duchess turnod ami 

saw a 

Kill. 

dark and deWisate- 

looking man c<^niny slo 

w ly^ t4»w ai 

lis h. 

or. Slur we]^( * 111^1 

him wi^th tho puuiuiiM- ' 
popular luistoss. 

'i\ : j 

imlh w 

IlK'h 

made lirji such a 

OIr. Verr;ill : it^w ^1, 
Rome ? ’ « 

h1 

I am 1 

Wli. 

u (lid vou arri\’e in 

* Only yesllasiay. I 

Embassy. k 

f. 

*11 lid \a 

'iir 1 

.ipd earii at the 

' 1 luud jiro^ciit ^you 

t. 

* all Ih 

'■ nil 

]H‘' *phs dhoUS 1 

There IS Lade uvng' ' ' 

‘Notat^fi; y V 

i-i ii 

mug ill ' 

: 1). 

• \ ' >11 IwM >w^ hs r Y 

‘ 1 will JU'eM'Ut y« >1 a' 

' 4 ' 

ho |)uo| 

Im . ' 

lowoi'od If r voiee. 

' ITel> husband w?i ^ tlu- ; 

J T' 

at frioii 

>\ -f 

l»o'*r ])oii7ik y#m 

prodeeesSF)r. Tfo is guar* 

h* 

M fo 11,0 

I'liili 

l]’om—^*"‘nv^ o, and 

IS lo( )king afl or* 1 hrm all 
Maintoiiaift il < Imhi peis 

■ .1 

(hi' 1 lo 

o/amilh 

'V ' 

o( . hm 1 an wv'. lu n s 


Tltlu^l^d sic; spnhr < Ii) rUlEdi^fl slc' nflfSi hfiTu jiitn 

l'l'rni‘h. 


'That \\a> a vlVV uad husiiu'^s/ .said M 4 '. ^u^ralT souu- 
jutthutiually. 

'Mr.* W'lTall, tliu* n'ov ( '• >u 1 .< a It >r at \«air ]^a i il );a - 

Lady CaunyiiL’’' said IIf* 1)u<‘1f M am ylad you aru u/i 
turban and nu'an 1(i^sLato/ 

And shu tuyad a^^ay to ypccl I ho Lrinu' -s Maiaa Hi, wlw) 
came iij) ataio, not ^\a'ariiiy a,^^nirhau. 

Eric Vurralk whot as h “^iino ai^ amlatious diytarnat — - 
^^as a keen ol .s* aa ( ■rA'^a\‘. , or m that lir-.t mom. ut hohovud 
lu^ saw, in Lad\' •( 'aunyfiL^' a y-L}' ‘’oid porhaps hrilliant 
ws a naif of the wa )rh ii Tho r. >s< --(s .lour j n Ic u' hair < ni| »hasisud 
tlu* darkij^^^? of Wr ovos. whiuh loohod tui tho diplomat 
alnuast nhilici* ais. Tho hps li^ul thu sliyht, suyy< ol ii >n (_»f 
hardifess wdiieh esaru^s to tliu li[)S of so many wonu ti who 
aru much in c^jiitact with souial lifo, a hardiu ss which im- 
plies a soul o>ri Jhe dofrnsive, a heart that has taarnt to be 
of an^busfi. A lightdi^any tTn^crod surely r.n this face. 
And yet — the diplomat oegan to r(falise that malice and' 
irony could not be natural expressiems of the talk slim, and 
still almost gfrlish woman H\'ho s1:ood before him. They 
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spoke for a moment of Rome, of <’he skating. ThcF, V'errall 
said : 

‘ My coming here must give pain tfo some people I ’m 
*frai(i’ 

• ‘ M t y ? asked Lady Cann/i'ige, \vith a oliglit lift of'fier 
eyebrows 

r ‘ My '^iredcecssor was such a good fellow, I have hearcl, 
and had stauiK-h frieials Ik re.’ 

‘ Oh — ye^. ’Rut y<dU ran not siippr>sr ary one will be 
<prejudieed \a»u on tliaf arf'orint.’ 

‘ Pr('/udier« ha\^< th-ar roots in str.inrr i^oimd. Will 
you be kind an<l trll rn<‘ wlv^vr Mrs. I’\a‘s ? Sho will 

be tlif' first /yicrson (»n \\lioni I sliall l<.'a\'e ,a card, ^vlth an 
expression of my syin[»athv/ 

‘ Y(.»u will have ► ,,ut to Vvt siatbd 

lb ano V ' 

' irsr ..i.v .s IniiJk^^ at bVaseati with her mother. But 
one ea:i ye t (liere in twenty minutes v jfli a yrded motor. 
WTiat did w'c all de w itf out no •b *rs ? TJiev ha\'e annihilated 
space. l’das(‘ati is pra<;ti(.‘ally Koine nowy is,' uf 

course, ^delightful for the peopl(.‘ uho |ivr at^Krascsati. 'iTow^ 
bsvely the \new< is frpan thr* lasiglit alxoe Tiiseuluin. You 
have never seen it ? 

w ^ 

iN< a 

\ rai must, ^fy husV)an<l thinks it (^fie ()f viewss of 
the ws)rld. I am goiny^ to skat<‘, l)o^ e-jme and see us. 
We are in tlir Palazzo IPu’b-Tini/ 

A young Italian sp-^ke to h-'-. PoopJ.^ came up. Verrall 
saw^ her dark aiai graerdul heau^ <'‘r< >\Me d with the cleverly 
arranged twnsts of l)right ros(‘-e( »lour, Ano\nrig townnttls the 
music and the seraping sound of fine skatss, ter lips smiling 
as she talked to her (smipanion br to the manv who tre^ fisl 
her on her way. 

‘Surely/ lie thought, ' I Heard that Eknzil wa.'^ operated 
upon, and died, in her apartment. It wnis in the BartJerini, 
I know.’ 

There emme to him, as more than once there had come to' 
him before, a sensation of unpleastyit wonder at what seeibed 
' the hardness inherent m many, perhaps in most,'women^ 

‘ And why, in Heaven s name, <.lo we need softness in 
them ? ’ he asked himseH, ‘ aUvays softness f ' 
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‘ ¥erTun, let me presVnt you to Princess MijnerlH.’ 

The Due'hess 'vvas, le ojiitahlv (h i eT’iaincel that the new- 
conirr shouM n<>t j‘»hss a <liTll < 

Mcan^vl^ilE \vhs joining tin' >I;atErs. 

lYr a for^]ii;j;St aft<]' <>[ Ddizil sh^ hacf gnfif 

nciwln^rc. ^ia»l alfciMl'ti tlah finaTal iu*the Pro- 

^'■astant ceniht* ry oul id'' lu*nic, \\Iht<- jiilyians go tc^ htaraf 
at the tooL ’of sad p'K't’s gra\(‘. SliC' si'Cii the sun 
shining^ through tlir t]-mms u[)on the Uirec sinall 

children dressed in ht-i*l:, ami, wilh new., asked 

herself \\h^thi'r ever ag.iiii Avmild hay:' fadli and «s>uram 
eiiou;^h ts) t.ta 1 1 e^ 1 1 1 < I'K ais ( 1* id. Sir' liad r< 'll a 1 nk' Tt.'d 

the ^^<ards ( d a <s^llr(y : ' (d ( d m I, \s ho decla r< I 1 . y Aliiiigl ity 
pruver most eha'lU^ in ^aiwing merry aiaPpily, mid '-liv had 
rsprated them menially e.gf^m aial avsiit. ' Ari' they trus' ! 
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DenziTs funeral audlhe 1 )r m ss'e skating party, kid on tin 
many days that f<»ll-\< d theiiu :die' said to herself, ' I elond 
kry»w. dVe nevt'r feallv IdiH^sd 

nor A fentniglit f:>\v had seen her, a^^d no (sne in the,^ocia 
Vvaarid. ^he had ^'appeared at a dinner gi\'en ky tla 

Countess Roeeara,'do evhieh Sir Thenelore hwd betn askei 
but hAd not been able to eoine. 

‘ Theo ’s in danglandd she had said, in repl\^ to inejuiries 
' lie had some Is^isiness m London/ 

yhat settled* natural ej|obgh. Bolores did not say tha 
Sir Theodore was in London on a^dead man's business 
Two or three people began to sprak tr» her of the sad happen 
ings in her apaHment, TheV did ifjt continue. There ha^ 
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been an e-xpros^ion in her eye,{ \'ihieh had stopp'ed thorn. 
It was repLll' iit. It was ]ik<j the d'lelsive shutting of a 
door. 

' Slie s not (‘aro to talk it/ said. 

' hu{ thry did n<dt iind' rstand \vli\' sla; di<^i not care to talk 
of it, 

'She's an odd s()rt of a woman/ (an' ( a’ twsj (jf ilicui 
aeldrd. 

And ind. ( (i from tins dio l<‘clmg gro\ uj) and spread 

in tlio* I ' ■ kmw, or tnp'W of Dol^rto, that sha was 

' an < mI( 1 S( ii't » >f a ' , Mm;i n/ 

Sir 'J la '< 'd' n'( ' had r'tiirn<'d fr;nn L'/iaha, twsa days'" aftrT 
tho (oamhA-; |',M(a‘ara\ <limar, a nd^ from A 1 la t tma: it was 
an malmwiM.Ml thmy tlial h- woidd h'jk'o no part ui the 
Saas' »i 1 . 

d. ' .\nd ^^e 

She’ did lad ad«l ^^nv ]’' asoii, hut V-\a'i’\^ (iiic uf couisa 

und' 'r>t' M k1. 

This wa. a marl, of P‘sp< d hi h)< 1 1 /iks in^ in.' dvO d'hat 
Lady d'aimyiig ' \‘o nt out was ako mid'>nt''od. It^v^aiM 
br \'( T\^ odd f' tf a w Ml] la n I m an \ • c \ < i". I hm e up ( m aeaoimt 
of tla- d. atli <d a man who .sOk)/ m uo i’( lati< mship to laas 
G' M )d f< a I my a I id < ■{ a pa ■! I < ■ \s < o both -at i di' d. A n( 1 Lk T •j‘ s 
^^as ma<la mia'h of Uy r\a'ry on -a 'kla' Jhmians felt tliat she 
had pas'^<(l thu'uyh a#sa<l tmaa and <nm-t hr jatt'si and 
help'd t<> f'ay't it. Jvoiiiaro. can bo \('r\' skaimeh friends. 
Dolor es W'as liked, and now f A . yneis'k^ liking was markedlv 
sla )wn. 

She sei'iiad to r(‘sp<*nd, and alinos^"^ with ard'aur, 'clisj)lay- 
ing s'laial (piahties na>re \u\>rdua, nlore brilliant, lyare 
detig^nm a d than an\'Sla‘ had showai befnre. ^ ^ 

'It’s a ]a!\u’ [lie htlle Doeeara Junarkr,;.^ ' Dokjres 
Caiinyiig'' is ('ommg out of laT g<‘nre. told lier long ago 
w'hat it Avas. lAary woman who i>n’t a frx.'l shoutd know^ 
what her g( nre is, aial rnnain in it.' ^ 

The little Boeeara was lad in th(‘ best (y*f humours. For 
‘she w^as— seeretly, or so she Il^syglit — coming^ out her 
own genre. She was Leginning to be jealous of her husband 
with Mrs. Tooms. Mrs. Toems was certainly the plainest 
of all the ladies w^hom Nino Kelierv'ed himself to have loved. 


shall la »t (1< 


tv/ D' 


■lit <“rt a 



THE FRUITFUL VINE 

# 


'\\ X ' 111 ^^ :i 


J luT TllHul ('Xclu^\'<vl\', and 
li< tilled I slu-' thfft 

I'l j >; ( ‘1 ;il '1' L Tftd' L vl, if 
^ 1 u-u;ir;L \\ < '111 J liavc-* 
Iilj .. kinav llii>, biif she 


This was, perhaps# the reason Avliy the Countess began to be 
jcalou*; ^nd Nino had cea\d from talking to his yde nl.uut 
Mrs. Too'h'is. Ilis rcticeiiee was a symptom which mailc 
all the Fp nehw.iiaan V.ristte. Even the- (_brninishmg sw- nf 
her ^vaist ceased fr-an 
she beyah t<) hui* Mr 
the AllTeriean \v;is ^ iid i < e ik'i i' ,|y 
Mrs. Tounis liad b.,rn VvL*k< d ('.ni 
been less jeMkuis <>[ Ic r. i In; k'-ni 
did not kinav c^iv h v.n^s. 

When sic left V. riMll h-l-r-s u 
ran paralk 4 v\Tth tlu' [eelurc yeilt iN 
settc'c whit' th* y'>'tii'_^ Iti^lnii 'vdi 
Mnrche'su Al^riiib lioi'ir d '>ff iiit'' 1 
( )f si ates. V' .]• th ' ^11 i"iii< 1 1 1 I lu re- 
oi'i.' ^^h'• n^' iiiil 1 > •k;if'' 
bridye plav' i's h;id ni;id'‘ ny 
(jiiit't e< )n\'er-at]' >11 \N''r'‘ su; 

of innnens'' di’a\'v ir^y-r- >< >nis 
biitkd. Ttie iv-t '>f t Ic en»\':^l r 


lit into n uorno' 


that 


ii i< 


a ' 


1 # ,;i I < k >c n Mil a k 'ny 

•ni ]‘: li lib'd hf'i’, 

iiid her a pair 
1 I Ins c >rri' 1 < ^r. 

1 my. dd 1 ' ' 

mho 

iMiiy Mai<'S 
b. t.fi'<‘ the 
Im sl.nters» 
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whM'eiSi'I>lh- rMiTid-r a. a pr. aienad- v.li.-n th - hand wws 
sih-nt. .\larim *4.1 n-.l <■ " a- ha.-k imiii'dial'ly as lores 
laid cxi-a-ted. sh.- le.naal lea'I. an<l lid*.t.-,l With lea 
'on • 

' Wh*' deekin 'L'hy Mmiahl s' iM.w.-r iii' -t rhi'dlv ii 
sliMV/iny nienyy ;ind pit\'. 

Wdiy sliMiild tliM.f' Words Ffunr {'•lur nntid now? 

The' noise .ff th'' ninllilnd'-sy .f slvmt'j.o on Urn marble Avas 
very kaid in her emii. It ym^ 'h'T an impr. emn 'd vir.lriH'e 
rnther^than of ]>l>';iVr<'. .Me imaynu'd tlu' slnat'a’S, wdu .se 
vomesdie eoiikl Imar V'-akiny in disjMint- 'dly up'.n t he heavily 
a'*jented inusie, l^iirniny a jK tnally n[)on their stmps, 
cscycgriny jcrji' t nair\' th-- snine yr'aniTl, ]'>v>nsly adv^inemy 
only to otreat. •Jlwir biiMX ;^nt niovaaiients snL’'y' st<'d a 
St d tiiy^ (sut on Some vk >ri' 'Hs jon lau 'y tM an emthany unknown. 
j 3 ut at the epd of the yallery there were onlv yossipmy 
, d'jwagers, stariny and eomnientiny nu n. Aial tlwre the 
ska Mrs miisA tjirn and eoine just aa hm'yaiitly Idaek, She 
heArd a fearful scrape, aln|)st like A e^iya and a erash* wSomc^ 
one — two or . fafar ee people perhaps — liad ecrtainly fallen. 
But t{ie rhusic not stop foj a mcanent, And the \dolinii 3 t 8 
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acemed to dwell morc‘ hea\ily on accent^i like tire/1 people 
leaning. She w'oiidercd why site had come. She dfd not 
want to skate. But she would skate, and already she 
skated Well. And perhaps later she would plav bridge. 
She had i[ti[)i'o\a<l wunderfujlp in her play evej-y one s/iid. 
Tficrc\vns auni to he a \^e^^ ^mart hridgr h >\iinnmcnt in 
one of the j)alaers, Sle.^ w;is g'»ing in for it. She often 
played in the afteriKM.n ieo\. Perhaps whe would if 

she drew a gowd partiier. The woman's ])rise was a jewxd. 
It wsjuld be a triumph to win that jew<d. 

She d and looked down at h- r fan, turning it slowly 

round and round iiV le i- liand^. Bi a niom'ait, vvhily she 
made this usrlrss mos i'ue iit and ,,s u < hbsslv watehs'd it, she 
kn ew that srane (>nr was lootung rit |^j -r intenliv. She did 
not look up. Sh'‘ aako'd le r-clf wjio it was,' And the answer 
came at S)n(‘e, 'It is (h'-aio (.'ar< Ih.' (juict knowledge 

i n-ge ukant fact wa ^ willim le r. Shs- l(ioked up and 
met Carslli s eyes. And iinni<_'<Jnj t o|\' she kmwv I he faet was 
not unini[)o]-t ant . Tlt/Ve was s[-a<l\^ int< ntiou expri'ssed 
in thsise blaek eV' s. ' d1i<>ug[i it di'd out, or ly^reLHed 
instantly as she tH.lo'd up. ^o s\\iri|y indeed I hab th(3^<lis- 
apjteangnee ahmtst eoin<ad< d with the shf^it hfling r»f Ivt 
head, Dolor's had [)'ie(i\<.l it as (satainK^ as she W'oiild 
have }iere(a\cd a gr<sat and oh.linato sshi'di planted 

itself in h'.-r juith. That the lluiire shyped swiftly aside, 
vanished in for<st d'dth-, <*ould n,>f ah<r th'“ faet of its 
appearance before her, or the inipr<tsion it left with 
her. 

Cesare hehl in his left handV\v> paitk < ,[ slvOites. AVhen 
Dol(»res lo< Tad up le- eania tow ai'ds li- I'/ muling. 

' \Vh\' are _\<iu all alone, La<l\' l' 'nn\ng'' ? ’ h<s asked. 

He bent, took her hand, hftaffdt to liis hps, and with throe 
li[)s totiehed it. Dolores felt his linn mouth through D r 
gluvc. ^ ^ ' 

'I am waiting for Eniilio Alarini. lb- has g.jne k> get 
my skates.’ 

‘ I saw^ liim hunting for sona tiring in a distant hall. But 
these are the la^t tsvo pairs.’ 

^ * He held up the four skatea, whijh knocked together wtth 
a dry little sound, 
y Did you tell Mm ? ^ 
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‘ No.^ He did^iot tell D|e what he was searching for* It 
anything.’ 

' Uon*t you think you oiiglit to go now^ and let liim know, 
poor boy ? ’ 

JJcr face had changed. St<‘^was sniiling, and’lookcd ^ay 
and rather ironical. 

‘ Eniilio is \a:Ty d<“t<Tnhnod. Ih- fi;ie been aT X)xford, 
you know, and h;ir^ gr^iffed the cold ^l\i^y of purpose of the 
Englioiimaii u^)on tho UKT^sirial Mc igy ^f*th<‘ Nortliern 
Italian. It \v''uld b<' a.]>ily t^ st<>p 
his energw is ihoving. lJ<‘si(h s, chi I 
act of bri>Jan(Yage. la l nc' put 

‘ Arc they fer me 7 

‘ Of (ssiir^j.' 


>n y< 


p tho ehaiiftel in \vhich 
.s'j, he may coaimit an 
ur^skates.’ 


He knelt down bef<^rr 
‘ Whcifn W(/re Wiey for ? ' Dot >res a^l 
She had mit slj’etchrd .^ut a f< 


his strc'ne, ])r<*a<l-eho^l < (1 


awmy from her as h<‘ ]< 


ind Ih 
k^'d ink 
f( ae^ie !•< 


ot. one 

!1< o\ -haekeil body leaning 
hrj' faee wall) his unself- 


co? eyes, paii^'oi tn i(>r<.“ lie i-cpi.ed ; 

' 7 saw' th( re ^^ere only two pairs k.ft. 
to take Ijoth. ^ne ney^T kmo‘>s h<sw s* 
?nay ansr. And here it is alread\a' 

^^Vell then ' 

She str<'tehed #ut lea hdt f'M.t. 
his hand and* drew' it (hovn into ore 
he did this hr was silml. So |•ll 
Dolores he was silmt, and ^o a s 


I tie eight it wise 
msji an eiiArgency 


Hr t(Sok it gently in 
♦of tlie skatrs. While 
g as 1e^ was triaiiing 
7he. Aftrrwards she 


Jit tie' 1 ^iinent this mutual silence waas 


rii he got up, and sat 
iH. And immediatelv^ 


thought of that. 

instimitiye. WhenVoth skako wro 
beside her on the^ S(Atee*to^)ut on 
tlwy tjegan to tall^. 

i Do yc^u fare for tliis rage ? ' li<' .said, as hr threw'Tme Irg 
across his knee, anj bent side\*ays to fast( n a skate. 

‘It is a good exercise and it gn\ e:^ us all something 
to do.^ 

‘ yea.’ 

^^<8 put hls fclot down sburply, ^<1 tried tb# akat# am Ikm 

’ ‘ But there semrthing awdully artificial about it/ he 
contiiiued^ begmaing to atteiid to tjie other skate, ' Skating 





iriJi;, rnuiirLi^ 


by electric light between popes and cat^inals ox^ mosetio 
floors under Tiejwlo ceOings ! ’ ^ 

tVHe tried the other skate, pushing his foot ..to and 

^ ■-e 

' We ar(_^incongru( *us here But no one seen^ to 
notice it. iVnd I suppose it would be ridR‘ulous to tn^ to 
live up^tV) (siir palcccs. I fc( 1 ukrc at my case in the open 
air. I (sft' ii RoiidiT ' — li(“ looked into hrr face, which 
always had Ir it soinrtliini^^ exotic — ' whctl^er any ivoman 
can cave f'R' beiny (Hit in the open^s a man can. I don't 

SU( >p' '''4i it i ^ P' »ssil )h‘d 

Itnliaps y<ai d'ckt wish it t<> 1k‘ ])ossible.’ 

Altheiiyh the\ sdtiny \sielj thetr skates (')n, am^ felt 

unnatnrak as th'' d^aler does \\ I a [i^/Ta »t ifi rwaacnent, or 
poisod, ii'itli'T 'M'- vi' d iiielued to join the crowd in'^ the 

LmIJ' VV jllsl h-'lillid f h' 111 . 

' r till n !: n leii li ' je I h.' id'S'i Mia t t h'"'}' fia\’e rs ass a’s of ei'iji ►y- 
melit A', lijell ^^'e d. ai'l f/ 

' do \'on thin^f eii|.a''life m<e.t, irien nr women ‘Jd 

^ Mend 

' I (st]'»eet Von are rivhf. I should li.-ite^f", l.xs a \\oman.’ 

Th(.‘ apparent ealniiioss w iMi \'diie}i (Mrelli niadcd hat sta h"- 
rrient killed l)ok)i'( s wiMi a sudd' H irrikdlion. 

' Wliv ? ’ she ;isked, \Mth a hint of '^hav|aioss. 

‘IVohal'lv beeansc I e.inh imagine whaf^jt is like/ he 
nnsusTed periMv, and tmiline ;is if at )linl^e|f, 'I ha\'e 
not eiioiiph ini;ie|[i;U i< >11. W|(l all iii\' inUinet is against 
what I su|>])o^r' appeals l<* woOl^sid ^ 

'And what is that ; ’ said 1 )oloreyf diviiiiKd and with 
genuine eurio-ity. , ^ 

lie turned a littl.y m< are towards h- r. 

^ iXudt yon want to 1 m‘ protect* d 

. I ? , 

‘ W<)men, 1 mean, to be vahdicd o\rr, waited (an^Ao be 
given things ? 

' Perhaps we dod 

‘ I want to take things for myself. I should hate t\^ be 
protected, waited on, rt-xcept byti servant. I ^loulcl hfatc 
to be looked after. My idea of life is freedom, and I don't 
think women are ever jrec. eCcsidcs, I don't even think 
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they ou^t to be. # It seems to me against the nature of things 
for a to be quite frea’ 

Tht: iffitation of Dolores tad quite died away. 

‘ I daiT say you ar<‘ right,’ shr* said. ‘ !• don’t believe we 
e\'er^oni for freadorn nior<‘ly id^ al state, as*I siU)pose 

men do, ? We may l(»iie to bo froe from s^mr partirular ihiiig, 
or porsoh. Rut tln rc \[ <Tids. F<»m]»lrto freed(jm* would 
s<‘(‘m to me a vsrv Joip ly o< ahliti* >ii, T flunk.' 

For a ms.m'U J lur - x < ^ r< -.t' d on luin am Mi mu expression 
of coritenii)lati4Ui that w s' uo-liing :ii',| ;ilnio,-.t jJtofoiirid. 

And o\ Ml for a niun lik'' \'Ui/ di- ;i'ld< d. 

At till- iTi'Uia nt ojlh a kui<l cli'ad I 1 m 1 1 ii' i' “ st-'])])U(k and 
pe(ipl(‘ ].-gei tM lr*])r.k’ nil»» llu' e.inuts, kinglniig, tulkiiig, 
stumbling. ff^n< rinig 1^^'“ wulb., bMug 1. d ut'iig. Many 
sat down with abrupt n* - - lliat Ind la'lliing *7 graee. 
Sojiu; Inr.^'U'd aw;#\', lifTing Ineli fin ir f< ct and tatnng sln^rt 
sbgo, in scereli <7 r<'li'< >lim^iif '. 

^ Ibov abs,nd,ur all I.mA ! ' oaid DM.U'.o. 

Her faec had broXMyi'p into Sh<‘ ruMlrkal to 

S' a <c»ra 1 ^ tl n • ;'J.;d<r^. ('<uniU Ro.n-;ir;i pa-s* <1 ]»\, sf u])- 
pi' Jaiinihx and In'ldmg <ui to a fall X'aniw I’dMielinian. 
Shn WXM a X'niw^ ff^d kaOi’. and hat'd it. bn1 dn' wi^lnd to 
1^' in the fadil'Ui. \\ Inn sin- had e- u n - by. :m if suddMily 
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ship out and fc 4 a moment >ln.‘ pre^eiit- d In to the eom- 
pahy almr^t in the form an arch. ^ Rnt though no skate?* 
she was as lithe as a monkey aial mad<‘ a clever rccoveigyx 
' A new figvre 1 No one |Oan c^p it but me 1 ’ she said, 
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standing suddenly rigid. ‘ Ary you goihg to pl;'y in the 
tournanunt, Eejlorcs ? ’ 

‘ I believe S'). Ari* von ? ’ 

‘ Of Course. TIje (rr;ui(l T)uk<"^ insists on my boin^ his 
partnor. '’Sia^li a bor^ ! ]J<f ploy.s liln- -a r(*yalty. ^Trais 
ces (rraiKki ])ucs mk nmii' nt t^'lloridtait ! 1)V thf' ^vay is it 

really true that you aro g*»ing to spend all the summer near 

Risme ? ' 

‘ The fiurn^.a^r I Of e()urs(‘ not. W<* al;va}'s go uway in 
the sumnftT. What eould nEal:e you thinl: so ? 

‘ I k<“ard Sir Tli^'"<)dore was {lerpctnally at Trascati trying 
to find a \ illad 

‘ Absurd ! aro going to I'emdonU f-a’ thr-* snndmer.’ 

I felt snro it \Nas a /lod’//. T i^iiehl \'.;is e'U'fairi Sir Theo- 
dore didn't gi-> t(. kVas(‘;iti t\Ni(‘e m Mio ar. It's tle'^ Sfsrt 
of^ plaee where \iiie> r' iiics witli Mis. V'oi.ms [\) sjicnd a 
7]Thar lieinj^g'-^ang at tie' lires.Sny ol,] (tone of St. Paul's 
— or do I mean Sf. Peer's''' lhl[^> nr'A Juko ! Ah \ 
Mareantonio, take niy otla r arm.' 

She step]'»ed c*;! ]'< fi jb V a\\a\, l.illoiii: r;ipidl\' t(';^ 1 1 le* t W(d 
young men, and glaiH-ing ab..iit li< r admlr< I’s. 

^ Ildw }»r<dty .sho is!' ])Moi'<^ sa id, ‘a’oo], iiig :o 
‘ That lo\ ely red h:iir.' 

'Certainly sIe' j> prefly,' ('(o.ire aiiEwr'i'od. ^ 

Their ey( s net F-'r an mslanf. :md ^)'T'res felt certain 
that the .same fleoii^nf k.id p;isv<d ' miiill :i iiVoi]d\' through 
both tlear minds. )sr/iilio Alarini eome huia'\ mg up with 
a pair of .skates in Ais liaiidy lb' |(M*ked angr\^ but as if he 
were tr\'ing not t<> show Ins \'(V-.;ileon 

‘ Impos.sible to lire! two jiaiio ! ’ h/ exidaimcd in^a gruff 
but boyish ^'oiea. ' I manae^d ot kbb ’ his eyes went to 
the feet of Dolores. ^ ' ^d>u 've got a pair ! You \yt been 
skatifig.’ 

^ I ha\ enT liegun yet. N »w it 's all wght. We shall each 
have a pair.’ 

* But ’—he stared hard at CeEnre, who^met his fieiva 
boyish glance with the calm and determined eyes of a mart 
who was not accustomex^ to yield to other j^cn. 

Th« orchwtra began to play ^ee more. Aifd ii piayea 
the Barcarolle from the Cani'\9 iVHoffman, wdiich that 
season was the best beloved tjuno of smart Eome. Instinc- 
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tively Dolores hur lirad. Cusare lixed his eyes on 

tliu uiirvu of hur 1< uiy whitu lu \k. II idriKjst exaggurat''dly 
feminine it was! \\r had J;ii<.nvn, he had been sonu.thiny 
like (lie prey of, a p;o:-.n >nat<‘ woman f' -r nvniy y'_ai's. Y^t 
ns lH;^oobed at Dibe'S:. lu' f< l^liko tie- man whoJias never 
enti Ted w^'Jie seerc? ii m ^^^li<'h woiiuin roea^ils to li'fL' 

appointed cnnijianiMn the !< emd.it i"n iriilli (»f life. 

' Tlieip shall 1 ppt oo my shales?’ ehii<«st stciiiiin^xv,v* 
y(.»nny Alarini, tuYiny «nit of the- tail, his eye at 

Carelli. 

‘ Of (Tinr-.e? 

Alarin; shoika d‘ il.ml jinnee at t’''s;i^e end sat qniekiy 
d'ewn. 

' T W( md b -4 a rt liiiul o^/ 

pOan'o sto-^d up tiid lu Id oiit his handdb D'dsres. 

' It hs (kiilieiill y'*! I iny^np.^ le t iiu' lu Ip \'oii/ 

Sho ylaiu'' d up at him. I41I did lu'f i 1 1 1 1 1 u d la t^l puf 
haiul hi his. At'irmi ahiu>.t fm'i-»iid\' bn<‘hT(i on n sl.nto. 
Cesare lotiloel st' adiK' d'U/vii at Slu' yass; hfiii her 

limij. ^ . 

l^t Teuke ('.iiMiyiiy'' ! ' (‘\<‘l;i inud Alarini. 

lie Was b< td <eu‘ font, lbs forfheial wu^ timlwd 

V)ihnv liis ihiel: and ^Innmy blaia. h;iir, wliu^i "-hone almost 
l;kt‘ a variiislu d Imx^^ lb. hand, woida d qnieklv, bnt luj 
longer udlieumlly, 0^1 [he i^liu r skaba 

C<sme and Und nu' jns'scnlly. 1 \\;tit to sk.ets with Voin 
\eui sknato ui w< llh l^'>^•rl . said to Irtm \'y ilh*yuTitle kindness. 

‘ I shall be in ttu' y.alk ry.’ 

' Oh, 1 hank y m !• Ihit - 

She Y^riu'd and, 1' >kniy ahiu-st niTnatnrally slim nnd tall 
raised up on her skalAx, s^e sb pped sk.nvly a\\a\^ lielpeal by 
CdA'lli. " 

‘J 3 amn J ’ muttered Alarini t(» him, .elf. 

Ib^ had lAe manP^for thmv. \‘h'khsh, and this ult' raner' r)f 
an Ki^^rlisli land wrad soinsuhat relieved his finiuk but he 
longed to ehaH^aiye Cesare t<» a dia l. Aral at tlu' same time 
he suddenly admired him immonsohy and w islu d he wxTe 
his/J’iend. d\h|t eonque]’'q’s of w-.men tlu-v would be I 

As Do 1 o 5 ^s stepjprd into|the yalleryyhe f( It \ajr\" unhappy/^ 
because she had \nrdded tin beesa re’s wish that sho slmnld skate 
first with him,. Not that su^h a tyl1c mattered ! And yet 
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she could not help feclini:^ that it ilid fnatter vorv' niueli, 

because it was a syrrij)fnin of uluirackT, E\a:‘n ufav Ifu re 
was liiuL. Slu‘ ru'h'd uoi t<.> skaf'U But she would 

b'yaiu Sliu kti'W that. Sli<' could not jx^smIiIv help bccjfi- 
liing^. Aikl bar< Hi yav o li< - I is haral, and. oxehanyi ny^tlaar 
Careful st< i-piny nio\a nu nt f< >r the swincinc tliUi tludf is a joy 
to HwHtliy 1 >' mHu s, 111' y st ruck uut 1 "W I lu t o\aT the siiu xsth 
marble. 

Not ina nvyan ,plr as yet had rolurii' d lo the callrry. But 
the Id lie ith.li pi'inecss ^vas alihndN' flier' j and as usual 
was stjntiny al'Ci' . Slu- was alnio I a elnlib yot tall, S' dtly 
rsiuri'icd, p!iini[a a'-HIi a I’a'*'' lik<- a j-'X-ais ;ind varv intelli- 
gent bai>\n A[id. b* li'S’, '-l.aliny was pi, I an ''eotasN'. She 
yaxa' (o il will) e<aii|'l' !'■ alaiiatai (lia't was almost 

sf a I’l 1 1 1 1 y . N ' \ ' r 'Sv o 1 1 1. ( d i ■ ■ 1 1 - ' l< J any « > n ■ ■ s 1 1 ; u m j , She (Nsukl 
not brar fo bo f< ll' ih'l, and - Ir' no oiu'- in Braue 

.sl::ilc -v ole- del. II; 1 1 b u1i 1 1 1 ny, Nv I i h la r little roll ml 
head, thiel.d\ eM\,ip,| wilb xl ih aiy bi -a i* Ha'.r, tlinewi kiaek, 
she shot ouf. in a yi’' :J< eiiiae fo fb^' t tt, in a yi't'af curve t(.> 
ilio riylit, a> if -lu' '.a\V bef^.r'' la r tlu- sliininy lee^.S^aekk (sf 
a \nryin W'-rld. Marble, eaidinals, p'>p's, pi'iiaso, d^ejsol'a 
eeiliMy'^, they (hd not e\i -y for la r. I'l ' f' I yiyl it tyass wave 
nearl\' el'ase.]. ddieir liyld seeiucl dii'cl' <1 inward. Dolofips 
and Cesar(‘ followed la r and l.eyf (Ium’ ey s ujion Iwr, ai^d 
alna ot inini'diaf > ' Iv l)..|..r. , |mP le v f. . i.ti;: ,,t nnliappiuess. 
It was as if ,sla' ena-rN d fidan a black r-'orn. " IHit tlu* d'Sor 
remain'd '-p' ii b( liiii'l Iwr. And sJu' wa> awnai’e of that, and 
kiawv tlial .die w oi Hd 'pr- 's. id^- letiuai t') flu* room. 

M'sanw Ink howe\''r, .^Iw was out 'd jt, and holding 
(’e,sar''’s et ]■' my band .^la d' HI' »w ( d lie - Id' b- jainc' ss. 

Aiiiony those \', bo W'S’e yalhyrec’ at ^(h<- end of the galbwy 
were the Pi iiaa ss .M anedli and the lau' hoiMKall' 'Uof tliid 
British Faiib;is^\a Afr. \ d laall had laaial < >f fh'* Princes^^ as 
one of the b ad'a’s of Ihmas > 1 ha tlioiiyh^t. it Avoijld be to his 
ad\yintage if lie mad<.‘ a good impression ujujn her. She 
might ‘ put him up t'> the rojx s ' if slu' (du'se. 'W-\nd he found 
her xery agreealde. lie km.wv notlhny of hem long conneution‘ 
with Cesare Carelli, and .'lowy as the mnsic degan again^ he 
said to her : 

‘ How \vell Lady Cannynge skates ! Can you tell me who 
that man is with her ? ’ 
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* His jame is (iarelli, Cesare ('arclli. That is his mutJirr 
6itti}p*ovor tla rr hy Priiy''ss Barti.lJi. She ;s talking 
to a his old man, du you '^•r ? ’ 

‘ I reiii' inluT now I have h'.ard of thorn. The 

is Engli di.’ 

‘ \Uy’'Englixli.’ 

^T■rT^]l liH ikod ml' I'l'- 'oo'itu'i'. 

‘ Slu^' is fur iii'^f' iKiliiin iim\v lliun uriv of ns/ sunt 
tliu Pi^it'Ess ^\jlh ;i liolil ]i''Ui\n ' iJiil if 4 ^ Uior (/ tli<^ 

Prtdtustari lli*' (_’;illh»lh‘ (’Imrt'li. •Vtui know 

w/iat I nu'in kv^ili.'ik </ UMinof* V 

^ yrrftrf V. \^\nii 1lim : ’ 

P"l''r<'S Mid ( I male kv, Inrii'dk and svi iit aAMiv 

wi (. li a n 1 a 1 1 f 1 I Ti ' • ;_;a 1 1,1 ' n 1 1 o < a < > \v » 1 < • f 1 1 1 ( ■ ^ k : 1 1 - a’i'x . 

'nf'o'irc?' aid^tlif Idinr' ss, wild aiyi-asv^ falndiaritv in 
\slji(‘h llRiS' \.'as#n'k a liinf o[ < inkarraosnuait. 'Ik' is [i 
/to/ tiifdJtt. N"l \a'rv nni''!^ in liini, p'sk i]o^l>nf th< as >in*!Yi\" 
hon enjiint. A[»iai Ijk*' him, T krlicwa Lad\^ Cannsnigu is a 
cliarniiiiL,^ uid ti f ms ■/ <• 

"•I slu^ild think, \ < r\'/ 

Ajtd sIf' is (sailin'^ "iit < auhadnll v/ 

‘ In what \sa\'*.«TTrTll\' do \sai nu an, rianus-ss ? ’ 

• ‘ \\ ( Ih she was al\\ays (k liuioii >. ]>ii} sh? was rather like 
an cxotiu lloWer tlu^t had a si tas t desiro to ]ic in liidinii^n 
She waas ua ry is srT^eih I think, m a s<>rt <•[ ye ntlia myslerious 
way. ]]nt tf^v she is nmis' rcsc .|iit<F ^if ai; (hdinitclv fcuiiiie 
dn ititjnd<\ She shdws iiior<‘ mark' it soeial qualities than she 
Used to. Loi/lv how sIf' skato'y Andf^ho ks d<‘\adoj)my mtta 
a capital bi’idyey pl;^rr too. She ks altogether iimre brilliant 
lately,* It] \'en in tlu .last few Wh't'ksAIu' sci ins t's liavt^ coinc 
orwpn an extraor^liifiLny^ .wa^n She ma\^ l.ceMriF^ rphte a 
h^der of tlu- youn^u'r cosmojM .litan sot if sho likes, I should 
thifik. IVit^ this s'dison unte>rtuna tolv sho ean't entertain 
on acctdunt rd If'f li^sband/ 

' TJ*at trayie bnsiiu'ss of mv jiredoeo.'.sor ? ' 

'ies. It .vains that Sir Theodorr' was \ erv desa-ted to 
* his//rierid, and that as th<‘ doatli to(>k pkict' nelu.jlkv' m his 
ap/rtrnent Tie ]>^olved te) clvse it fe^ tlie season to all gaieties* 
Lady Carrtiynge receive:4 of courst;, but only in a verj; 
small way, and never at flight.’ 

‘ I^.understaiid Sir Theodoje Canjiynge’s feeling/ 
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Yes, of course. So Lady Cann;^Tit^e cui:;)es out ty anii>^ 
herself; . 

Verrall thought of the hardness of worneru IL did 
not, h<)\ve\er, tlniT tie* PriiKv ss M ancelli liard. Sciielinw 
she had rnaoa;:;* d e'>ri\a v tt^\liirn an ini|»i’essi' -n tint she 
agreed With jiis secret fe(diiiLn that slae too, was wei ylerine 
a little at, if ii"t nclually ceiideii i ai ny Ladv Caiinvnyo 

'It v,'as a vevv aad affair/ thr* Ih'iiasss adihih There 
are three small "hil. lr< ii, and tlie\ < nwd ;l \eie ijiidsd 
family. Luleed I'm afraid e n.* / fo maL - it dm<>st a 
icpreael^ to Mr. T)i ii/,il m Kom^ that he was too tsmestie. 
You srw in di[tl' 'ma(‘;. - — 

‘ Yes, T km ov w hat \ > >11 mean.' 

s\nd they (lrifte<l itilo a ioali<m in w nie.: they were 

both \'er\' mueh al Me ir <a -a lo-r \eiia!i '.'.O'* d'Woted te) 
his |')rof( - ^i(Jm and I’linec.. Maiieilh' (smld hi\e f ' 1 11 the 
wife (oa eisal di|Tmia(. > 

' I mm.t shade with Alarim n^ •’/>,’ oaid l)-h'r's to t,^^are. 

' He is siaiidiny in the () Mcavay, and ItMAmy a^ if I had done 
him a deadl\^ wi'Miip; 

Immediat(d\' (t oiiS' h' Leiii le m-W' sImwIc. 

' Do V )li want me 0i hr Icin ' Iw i^i.oh 

‘ (*)li no. T.eat e me .-m- \‘di' le and he will eome to me; 

‘ Aim my I tw <1< »w ae^ iw ? 

' \\diy la >t V 

‘ I w ill t ake \a m I . • 111 r iia 'thei-; 

At that nioinerT (’e'.ar ''s \..ie(‘ S(snnd« d exactly as if it 
Were simliny. Put "hen la; sp''ke ayain the smile was 

Certainly C' 'lie. 

'You remember our e'm\ersation about freedom'^’ he 
said. 

' Yes.’ 

' I think jauhaps T yave you a wrony im]m<osioix; 

She turiaol lam <wes t'Caapls his. Aj.al ayaili she saw 
in his the steadi}^ inteiilion I hat \sas almost lik<' a yreat 
and obstinat<‘ liyure standiny in lasr j)ath. T];w time, hosv- 
ever, it did ii' T retreat. 

‘ I told you I l< »ve(l freedom. But I am pot ‘free. A' id 
^^douT even wish to be frre. I wilj yo and tell Alarini.' 

He left Dolores by his rmsther. 

Cesare might be bo7i enfant y as Princess Mancelli affirmed, 
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he ^ad a ^<#)d deal of tli^ astuteness, by S' -me called^ 

(O irhiiriy, w li a ‘li ! - a i s’’ i < > i.'W 'st 1 ! al laais. 

Anl so liu lilt Lady Ca^nynys IjL.adc Ills mother. 


cuAPrisi! xvn 

On th<^ nh:ht <sf ss "\rii-a\ anl ds -.Utitiny party Priueess 

MaiK'flli kii'O’, t halM '< ■ ,a docd 1 )( P a'- ^ ( 'a lii a She 
cr>uld hav(‘^)\''^i fi'» a* »' »d T''ST'..it f^.r lea Ini' -wli’da's p-a’liaj'S 
indl-ed R'j reas< at all. M - .id h a a;. . M< .i 1 )niii. . had t< LI h<T 
that it Wfis so. a‘ ha?1 T 1 >< ) i < • jk ,r had sin" d' aihted 

him.* TTis slat-maad !iadJiardl\ aff.'(‘t( (1 Iht. She 
mat tah'e a mag\ \'s< ,]'d in sijrh ;i niall'a\ f it is s, . J shall 

Se'e fetr inys<H. ' ?>iieh had Imcii la ' lie a add. Si I as ‘ then 
t^^*') ( irthres 1 iTii< s si a li id ■ .^'11 L< ais \mI In .a' m - t fai’ fr<an, 
Lady» t^innyiieo. L|i ’/ -a.-ro t..y. Mi-r at tla- Lountes.s 
IL )(S‘ara's dihia « id.aiid ll'.i'h Td a 1 1' ' .1 1 1 ' r 'kiieel i nym 

had heoii e(ji]:dly forlnd-ais. At tla' (.I'.^al Ih.dl. when 
Schi/./.i was playiii;^ th- Priias'ss ha(| l.eonic aware that 
nd'sare admiTs d T#id\' (\anh\atye- \a r\ Iniieh. Sho lia<l sern 
a str<iiiy a' 1 1 1 1 a f I. a 1 in hi> <ws lid it da* k laws' ytaine 
Italians \i r_\ wdh^ A <hiiii' a nda • .r tws» <.f rdiani- 

payn'W Selii/Pds way < .f p(a’f. .j^niiiLa .'»^al the la-arest pistty 
andysaii ly w . .man ^nyld suis-ly— tla' 1 daias ss had t - LI herstdf 
— lia\i/ ■ ea Ik (1 up 1 1 1 , j e\] )is osi( .n in "-.are. \\ la > k ra w\' as w ell 
as yhe what r* s-j c a ik s t^) s.^isiial iidlia;ne(;s there were in 
L-’.sare s nature V Pridiaps sla- had Iws-n anxaais to triek 
h'tf'self, ajthouyli she was a W'.man fad at all yiswai'to self- 
tTaekery. Tdut ia^>' that sla' Jiad ssen Ladv (daniwuiye ami 
jisiued teyethei- in an ex(aei^.‘ th' hkiias-w ha.] mt 
longer any dyiibts. Had th<;‘V railv niade <)iic round ad the 
Dy'yliess's pieture gulk-ry sla- waaild hara‘ liecn certain. 
N<w just lilec tLat eould Ceyarc have skated with any woman 
he did not lovj. Not ju^t like thot^eould he have held 
hand, not just like thatmave been <.n the alert to respond 
to her mowmrri^nta, to protect her from any chance of collision, 
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to support hor, firm but not iron-IiandfKl, if she sli^?^)ed. 
There was n«>thini^^ in C(‘sarets lee to t( 11 th'‘ Princess, He 
had the self-eonimand of th(‘ ws.ll-hred, and ne^or shy 
Italian. His body had told her. an<] ho\e she herstif could 
not have said. ^ronte})runo find cither been riyht, o: he had 
somehow an! i(M[)ab‘d a eoiiiiny fact:. She knew, pro- 

bably she ^vas file only person in all Ivona^ who kiaov. Fcjr 
M ontebnino bad yoiM/ awa\^ ayain to yanible at Monte Carlo. 
And as to Dolorrs Cann\niye— W(dl, the Priiwess did not feel 
sure of her kia ovledye. 

That was absuid j>erliaps. " A \\oman always knows such 
a thing.’ 

Neeartle k ' n ft. 1' saying lied to hersrtf— the Princess 
still did not f' el sure :ib. eit I/id\' ( 'ann \ ng'*'. 

A w<anan d'»i‘dnot al\\a\s kn<ov omli a thing, ^rhe 
Princess was ele\.T enough lo .Csti'nU eZ/et'/.v, and to oadise 
th'ir very ])ur<.' w.cin n, as if by ’ as-.n of tbeir \ irlue, some- 
times ha\a“ to hki’ego e. rtain m<ntal [na\ ileg, s suj^poseel to 
belongdo the win T* set. 

As she dr.e, ( Ir >ni<‘ 1 . ) f In ■ Palaz/o Th'biiM •file Prim 'ess hated 
a man, and tha( man wa> Sir d1i< od. u’e Cannyiige. Sl>'' had 
last the f( ininine joy of b. iny able lo k him a fool, fs»r 

she snppos.'d him in baa- ith. ami hnppy in th' e( aiijiany of, 
Edna Denzik 1’lie hi fie lkM>eara, whose snddmi jeaIoUs\' 
of her husband aiid Mio, 'bo..nis o rimd ^o ha\ e N'nirml tier 
whole nature, bad ali'iiptly bee<am‘ la^sfile ' f he nard 
beautiful ])erson in Ihnae.’ Hie peffibg 1 ). )t )rL's had re- 
eei\ (‘d at the hands rf Korn ‘ — synipa I la f le sinee tlie death 
(sf Francis Dem/iF and flie sudden \igoer ami smss ss with 
which she had resp. »mk de sla >\s ing -eial *Z|Uidities w Inch ^eere 
d<‘cisiye, as Avell as those as Inch sveo^ ineri ly gra(‘eful and 
charming, had (jnit«‘ changed (hamtsss Poeearats feelings 
towards, her. She had felt almost fmid of the Dolores who 
wms really imliff. rent to social success. Bid a challenging 
woman, a woman sslio eared to succeed, would find hi her 
an instinetiye (aiemy. 

Countess ItMreaia, who heard of cYery trifle conne ded 
wdth the doings of society in Ri.ime, and of ^he"' pcciple ihe 
Jihought smart enough to krawv, lyul discos ered that since 
the return of Sir Theodore from England he motored out 
perpetually to Frascati. ^ ‘ Twee and three times a day/ 



«45 


THE FRUITFUI. \INE 

onv^. had sai^l. And the? Cuuntrss had sent this piece 
)f ne ofi its travels tine lUani Rome, with a small additicm of 
ler owu,!tliat Sir 'J'heoJorf; naaint to sprnd the summer at 
"rascatl,? and was tryinsT h> rent one of hi.i? villas svith 
yirdms there : ^ W'liv, no onr asws I ’ She h^icL spoken of 
t to^iiie- ss MaTes 111, \\ho had shown iio intrr<^t, and tmd 
laTely repln d : ' h'ra^aati is not at all had after the' middle 
af SeptV'+nV»er, and^rvrn in tie* h' iedit of sunmier it Avoiihi^ 
be puih? hearaMe in Villa Aldol)r;ni(lnii, or \ jll;^ La la'elh »ttiS 
' I dr.ilht if^toloi'es Ayill lilw t ho idra,' tho Ci'iinteSS had 
saiel, with niomiiny. 

And to flii'. Ihiia'. s. ^taiH'' Hi had aiis^ovcd n(dhmi:t f^t all. 
Sta' Tiad uiid'ah 0(1(1 1 hat f^r s-aie' rwao.n nnt''ss lk*aeara 
NNas rojoioiii'* o\'er tie' snppi i .( (1 huiniliat e ai of i aio whom she 
called hor freaid. ifud had r< h a faint e'oi^i nipt, as sho offer 

did for eT^rtain ^^ninie^ <n^M i< s. 

Nsiw’ as sho drovo h-ant t hiouyli thr' dai'Ie and narrow' 
streets t(') Pala/*:* > I d'laje > sho romond*' r- d (^^lnl ess Ih >eeara\s 
W(a?ls, and sho hatfil Sir d'ho(Mlorr. J'^^r she still helier'ed 
th.^t 1 )?V as s 1( .\-o( 1 Innn * 

' dUv[i\s at t'raos'iti !' ^^dlat \\.a'so than foc.ls man WTrc ! 
As tha canaaya* ^iT^^'d 111 at tlp' y.itc of tlr; dry.a?, and 
moiintod tha short hill to tie' ais'ailo (-f t le/ |»alaa' ■, tlc' Prin- 
Ce'SS felt the hot, hl^Mul stir round ler le art. Sle- Vairnod 
with tlie desire' tojx- nhh' to rnh' Sir ddiood(a'o, to 1 )(‘ able to 
ordar his goi:^y-. out and his (‘oniniya^in. As sha pist out it 
see'Cnad to hor that* sle* saw a trae^llina clPaid (»f wliite dust 
moviny^ swiftfy aaisos tho (’an^)ayMia. • \nd it wa> th(' Com- 
panion of a inot-a’^iat was riidnny to Lb.'o.onti. 

wSho waait sl(.\\l\' u]) ties yraat s 1 ;iii’(':i c. \vith hi'T ye>wn 
trailing l.F'hind her. ^ Sle^ aware' that the sense* and the 
t((^or^of lonelino-s liad yrown within hor, that tei-night they 
w'^e alnms^ unh( arahh s ir' rle'art sank as sir? st<tod Isy tlie 
great eloorVhieh Tod into law ;4]>artna nt, and thought (d the 
emppy^ rooms Vieyond. ' No wasinan is neeant tr> hea* alone/ 
she thought.# Tlia door was ripened anel she passed in. 
'Jvesare Laves Lady Cannyngc.' 

Her niafd, •an elderly, , corrugated, and hroad-bosomed 
Italian, w*ha L|id been ^ath her sinj^e she wa-s a cliild, an^ 
who lived re,spectfully, cwvotedly, and intimately in her life, 
took a^ray her wirap. 
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' In a f^-w minutes, Nanna — -Naniiina/ rFe said. 

EcerllciiZa, si ! 

' call me Eceelleiiza' — eu-iiigut, the Princess ex- 

claiiieal. 

‘ Ma 

'^rhe Princess put iier cheek against the \vrinkled^<^emple 
(sf Naiiiia. 

' 'I dl come almecst dir* <;tly, I woikt cp you up 
long/ 

Nanna vS'ciit a\Nav, ..naluiig Ic r le ad. Nic had no real 
moral S' n^r kul that of In her cy* s h'-r piincess stood 

abo\'r ainl ap.irl fi an all ctli'-r h\ nig ei'' at iir' s. N(‘ such 
thing as \ace (s .uid he jii h' r pri n'*' ss. ^ She hi! ( < rly resent'ol 
the def'ski-ai of tie' ' 1 hi nei pi U( >/ And yt sie' was tlie»r- 
oughly is ep' '(■ I a hi t \''r\ d''. 'ail. and slhetly in')ral in her 
(.ovn l.)eha\'iour. Sho a - evSdi c\l r< 1 1 oi'l v sc\ ege on any 
lapse aiieaig jwi' in le r eo', n ela e^ <»[ hfc. 'People 

shouldn't d' > aieh 1 1 1 1 1 1 ^ ! ' \n a . a fa \ oi u'j k_' say i ng, and often 
(jii her li]o. Pei’s^aial d'oedi-.n d<'^hro\ed in | - r all r(‘a-Son. 

Lo\'e made sueh ha\ f jcs'pri'dy in Nanna tha^ she 'had 

ri'peat'dly iM-ieg.d 1 he MaTama with prayers the 

return h* In r [)iinc<'^. of tie' ' Pnie'ipsr'^^ 

When N .LiiieL \\a> g'-ie', Ih’inc- Maiicelli sat down on one 
n[ tie' imne iis'; sofas in lie r^'orn \'de ;v sh'‘ laid tallnal one 
dav with Uokiiso. ITow hoii'ilhy large and lon< ly it seemed 
to-nighl, and leov sih-iit ! Aiel lon< liie'ss was hefe>re her 
in the long and dark ld»urs of the night. She was sick at 
heart. Jhit s-»ne1hh’ig else\was si(de wilhin her — -h';'r pride. 

Again aiM.l ;igain sle' saw the tws) slsj'^'rs pass h(:f(»re ht'r. 
She saw ths- hodv of Vesare which in soTue straiig*:' and subtle 
way ha<l told her a dr('adful\truth. 'Nhe heard the pi^tty 
Barcai'ollf' fntui C>>uft's (V Iloljinmi. To her — f'»r she Was 
veiw^ Icahan in most of her tastes — it secirK'd y‘Xpre?siv€ of 
sentiment, even of th'* laiagimrs of genuine passion. It 
made scein s rise up before her. 

Was Dolois's bannynge nn^ petite chattels The Prkneesr 
had w^ondered. But no, she did not really believe iU It* 
itrangc that Dolort.s almost attracted, her, that wTcn 
dAhe looked at Dolorea ^he was neArly always conscious of a 
feeling of pity, such as one may ifeel for a cliild who is des- 
tined to sorrow. There ^as sotnething grotesque in the idea 
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)f her pitying Dejores Cunn\^ii^^e. What must be Dolores 
.'"amiyiT^c’s ft eling iuv her ? 

Through all th (JS( ' T#, )Tith'^ C^io Pi'iiua-ss had Ijern holding 
n quiescenrr the tiirbnlont di pljis cf h^ r isature. She had 
jaen making a and ais cffMrt. At the end 

if her^aison ^vit^t C' -aiS' I’ar^ lli there liad bc^ai terriWe 
>eeneS. The Prine^a^ had Te^l alle'.',,.l h. r le\ajr te^^go with- 
out desprasate efforts to k's-p him. Aft' rw ards she knew 
that shr* had hitiibled h' i - If te lie' dii^t. Vii^at 1 he Ih 





she had aeted i^tineti vel^e had -ai \ < n the r< ins to A 
had been careless of (oaa'slhmg h-fMrc ('e'.aiaa Sti^- had 
been ^ke a hnad ereature and sh^' had le »t/'oaa 1 1 »!( d t' ► let liiin 
kie >w it. If, u hen h<e* lina 11 f h ft le 'le le ■ had g< me t< . rue »ther 


woman the P finee ' ^ m e d 1 1 ha\ e e< m m 1 1 1 I ' <1 a 


i 


■t of \-i< ilem 


And she knew it.* Uit 1^ ha<I led d'^e tied. IL- had 
^irnply (dAe^^m to^resnim' 1^ (sanplete fr^ < dom. He had 
realisml that he \\'as in ser\*ilnde, jind le- lead lead the cTTI 


strength to h>i'<*<ik (Cit of il. Age Prme'^^ and 


nad 


measured tja ir \s'ilhe and (V ais ' h'ld e(>ie|ie red. 

Stnc‘e U'lat Irinmph lie- Ih'inU. s had s<'er< ll\^ toad Uesare 
nesre ^p^ssioiead ly, and dilf' i'( nf I\ . Sle' heel t^'S'd him as 
('Ue o\aa’ whom 'de- had demmiMn, but wko now 

hdd dominirm (wnm ter. Sle- hie-\v lhat imw she w'as in 
s^^iil Ce-are‘s (a’eatur*a in s<ail lii.‘ eisature of a man who 
h 'Ved am die r \n ' m l 4U t. 

All tleof.' nfimths ^la' hail le-ld li#t Af in. Wien the 
ru})ture wars an aces aiiplmh-'*! faet.^when she Iiad no neu-e 
hope, then she had relurn''d l^le r-Afi, had smmnened the 
jmeha she had nmie^olhe \\inds, had tri^ d t o m it I'eneh le.r- 
self in* it. Sh<“ had Woli'' off ateA t<t S w 1 ! /.' ria leh liatl 
joi^d a partv o f. lAcUrji f;^ mb, had kept hero lf well 
She had, it were^ run u[) tie' Ikig to the mast- 
hri.ni. * 


And ever simas slfe nad k< ■n it ll\ing. Sle* had b]m\e<l 
tile pity of Re)me. And [e>t one woman hadl beijn kg intr) 
uer wonfi.denc^;^ Not one woman had bi cn allowed to see 
*anymimg of what she was feeling —unkrss it were Htdoms on 
that day juH before Pacei ♦cameu ^ Then, perliaps, by acci- 
dent, for a*mon:pnt the PAneess had;shown a shadow' of tho, 
truthpwhen she spuke ablut bridg^n Put she had doubted 
at the; time, amd doubted noiv, wln^ther Lady Canny nge hftd 
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bought anything of it. All these mon^s she had held 
lerself in.^ But— now ? 

While she hrul l)*'en standn^^ with^ie new Crtuncillor of 
,he British Enl^.;l'-^\^ and talking gaily ahxsuf diplomacy, she 
lad for a mona iit onvis:igo(t a future in A\hi(‘h she might 
36 tus sho hed iicv':t h'cn, might act as sho had never l^hoiight 
;o act. ohe e]ivi-;ig<'d tliet tiilnro now as she sat alsme, 
sjrgetfiil <)i Nanmn vho in tie- hig l)< dr<>oin (“hese by was 
^e'ec^ing tliin-w "’o;idv f«»r th<‘ night, and fluttering male- 
iictiofC nguinst tlw ^ BnneipiiM »/ 

If Sir Tle‘od( a'e E.i nnyng' ■ <e cil i nu< d g^ii ig to Ikaseati, and 
[t Dolores raiinyngeo‘hang' (1 -vdi.it tie n ? 

Chang' d ! Priie'' e Maiea Hi, Lde- ;ill'v<eiien who succeed 
in her world, \s'as ;i ke'Si r' .ad' r of eli;ir;i<‘1 an instinctive 
psycho!' 'gist . ILF <“on<‘Iusi"ns elxnit p' opl^ Averc ra[)idly 
cssme trs and ^ver'‘ -eld'Cn igse as roe g. But DoLsres 
remained oddly m\'‘ f 'ai")]-, f.) hur. B'lh.g'S th'* truth was 
that the BruKs.'s^ \ss'is [>u//l<''h ' Sen I'iilltd. b\' the natural 
sinceritv and innoecner ss liK'h h't'ng'xl !(» |)M|<a'S, and 
whieti sometini'V hed tr^tuLl' d, e\eei almost ang'S'' d l)ol',i'es 
herself, bceause tlwy hed s'Cie 1im< > med'- Ic i' !'■' 1 pej;'ful1y 
apart from tie' asotM --he O' le veil;/ \ \\< end then 

the Priiaess \s a's on lie- 'dv < k di\ ining llie- nelui’e, the-ii 
again sle^ said to ic r-' If. 'lt\ imp- 'snlL ■. \\ e wonien 

aren't like tlial, eenn"l r' lnain lik-' lliakjn "ur way of lifsE 
And slie feais'd to he wliat sic- ealt d kir DdoreS. It 

was so dangerous to lx liO\'- in ans’' oic. 

The rupture \s it h- ( Csaro had med'.- Prims ss Mancelli 
secretlv uneertain of Ic r-.' If, and ret e/dy vith nc-n hnt 
idso with Avomen. It laid struck a dea'ilv hloAv at hs*r self- 
esteem, and, So, had AVs-akeiivil Ic r. d- ' 'f slc' Avas ic't i'ne 
to build a templ<A on tics riiiu'-d foundations of a Icnse tfgit 
had been d'-di'S-ited to sc(‘ret plea-ures. Slc' fio longer 
trusted her intellect . because she had v'-asxd to trust her 
heart. How Cesar'-'s desi rtiou had ASeakeurd her I Slie 
wished she kiieAv Icav t'> liat'^ him. 

Nanna lor)ked round the do(>r with tic:- ey( s (if a soroceess^ 
yet anxiously. The Princess did lot hear Iit^r, but ft-lt 
tfiat she Avas there. Naimia, and all she wo ild do, Avere the 
prelude to the long hours of the lonWy night. 

When the Princess got up fxopi the sofa, ancLturned round, 
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Nann^^^s quite^aJarmed by her pallor, (he expression of 

inistry alj^ut hur uy^s* and tiV exhaustion in hef nwvcments, 

‘ Ma^ — (^hUiTia ! ’ Nauna ?aia, layiny^ an almost terrified 
sti upon tliu first, 

Sli'Xjiurri' '-l ard, with li^^cspi Ttf ul gait. 

'rio\oretta ! ' sIm' aliii<)-.t l)I<‘aO'd. ' You are^oo tireef ! 

* 

‘ \Vs,N.’ 1 n n ina , 1 am \a r\ 1 1 1 < fi f < >-] ii^fi 1 1 / ^:i a 1 the Princess. 
She longed to erg. Pul sIc' In aw t<,i, wdl what crying 
\v<duld naan fir lur ; a P inp' st ia ais (iiifhuTst in ^iitfeh 
rage waaild hsmiiiiien'd 1 1 h s-aasow And sh<‘ (iTd/ffet dare 
to ery. 

' Ho\^■ I hat'‘Vall j.ailio ! I haJ^' tlaan I ’ she 

said, wiaai di-' a; as ju 1 la' hVfis aii. 

ifiit it i. ila r< w.ii g. . 0. tala- xa.iir pleasure ! ' juotested 
Nanna. ^'Aial v,fial '^«a5^^lh'y d* > in Iv0aii<‘ witlaait my 
Pnn^ij )< 's .a V 

'N'iPimIv xsants ni< ! N<*Ihm|\ wants m.^; ! ^ the Princess 
arLSWer('<h 

Again s4a‘ sa.w tie- 'd.aP I's yass hy. fifije fraCs I'Usfird intc) 
hei’ ev('^> 

‘ M^nv ha st . ai^a ! ' sh'' saah 'All lla.sr horrihle silly 
thiiiLfs ! ' ^ " 

Sh'j threw' la r j' wa Is d* o\ n ahii' s-.t \ i' A.ntlv e'U the di'essing- 
tAihle,* 

' Leave tla'iii— ]Ail th' m a'vax l'»maa'r<cAfi 
‘ M;t Krrarn/,.', ' ' • 

To-n a 'rro^v-- t' '-n i- 'i r* w\ ! 1'iirn out i la- liglit. rpiiekl vfi 

xAs Nanna \vent off P* le i’ P '.li'' was in a staP- of strong 
agitation. Sla eir^''d ila.' Pri i m ' i oi t io. \\ Iimui (saild he ever 
find 'Vjual to h'l' Pi^n - '1 pi '".'.a Sh-' ri -.ofised t( » make one 
la'^atti'iiipt to s(»fP ii t1^' h-^itt of ili(‘ Madonna. Perhaps 
she, Ntnina, had n^t put for\vard t h* 'fsadta a.s < »f her mistress 
Mith sufia^i^nt d'#t;Mh ^ulliea 'ut < I- ty m ■n<a a She lifted her 
lieamjx^ wined and Pig-joint^d hand, signybl herself, and 
made a vow to tr\' onee more. ( )ra' nexa r kia wv ! 

If the morning the l^riiwess wrote to M stntehruno w'ho 
'vvaa^taying in lodgings m iNu'e. 

Tne ctarmecrikjii between the Prifieess and Montebruno w^as 
a not imusual |ne in Ita|\n but in < i^de respect it w'as exce;^ 
tionoJt The iMontebruno family were, it might almost bt 
said, friends of» the family of Torquetnara U 
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which the Princess b« ‘longed. For inor(!; years R.an most 
Romans V cmild rfonemher T<^'r|ucinaras and Montebriira js 
had sto<Ml by I ai'Ii ^jtla r, :ind shxjii np f(*r ^-ach other, s<jnie- 
times against nit reasori, tsaiH-fn'in's (:vr][ aeaifot all right. 

Thsy hre onr friends ! ^ 'That was , red b^( ither 

faniilv i<> b(‘ an all-snlliei^ait i* i>lv to anv (‘harg**, ta.fvr^vpr 
well-fourahab against tic otlrr. And indmidiials were 
co\(T(‘d lyv a similar eloak of etianly. The fatla/r of the 
ih mer^s, Pi'hie' 'hi a'« j 1 c ii i a ra , a man < d the s'^ietest rectitude, 
put hr.pahiKapt s in his pocka t \Titheu! h'^itati'sn for the 
sake v-f a .d 'tit* hruno. <Jn on*' oeea'^i' m lAineo Moutebruno, 
a cousin of " p. the Prine* s.->’s all\a \sh'* had bei^aved 

abmninahly in a inom y matter, iVad ('leal < <1 his wife's family, 
and had b'sai puhhelv exposed in a r'S(,miding j>ro^essn. 
piaoeiited him elf at Priiiec yieinar.Vs pala<‘e when the 
Prince was gi\ing a hiiH'le oh’ party. All pome hail cut 
him owing to h' ' dugfaxcfiil e«tnduet. Jhit the ITince, as 
soon as \\\<: nam<‘ was annoiineeih orihaed another place 
to bc' laid at the t abk.a and I'eccr. ed [hi* unexpeeted visiteir 
with perfe(‘t Cordiality. An lAiglcliman id Ingh rank Vho 
was lu'eseiit, a n< ar il lation of Piine<o,s d’on |uemar.-t^ after- 
ward AVeiiturei^i to express his aniad''hi' h t that a swdndler 

was made Welei.iiie in Pala//o dt a'« | n <‘ 1 1 1 a ra . 

' know noMiing about thald wa^ lie' Ih’ine’e's repl^jx 

' He is a Moiilebnino and oiii' friend.' 

Th us anv Aloiilebrhiio wa^^ hla be to br a fri' nd of Princess 
Mancelli. Rul tier*' was anyth' r is a .on, a me. re strange 
and re.mantie ..ne, for t h</ ^^^at mi;ie\' b. twom her and this 

u ^ , 

riiiiii (1 r. ‘ 

M. mt'd.rune., wlca now loidmd as if no g< nth; fr'(Aing of 
huniaiiitv ('ould oxaa’ ha\e b'l.m h aisrd in his bos.jmyhad 
had a pas-ion fo]- Ihane- s-; Main'eHi. It hael bee n the orilv 
p.ossion of his life cxe. j.t the mania fe.r J'lay. Tile PriiA'ess 
had ne.t returned it, and had icacr permitted Montebruno 
to hope fe.r any return. Although not a woman ed any" high 
moral sense she was a woman who kiawv how to respect her 
owm power of losing. xr )art from her husband Cesare 
C-arclli w'as the only man who •iiad been irrimatelv in her 
life. But she had knc\'.Ti how to keep Moutebruno by her 
refusal. Egotist, cynic, pitilessly selfish though he was, 
and concentrated on thaA driest and most ufian^lHjble of all 
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the vices^the pa^ion for gainiia^ money without giving any- 
thing ifi return — he had a bidden shrine. And in it wa.s 
cherished 'a curious dovotioif l%r Prirns ss Mancelli. He was 
the Prince‘ss\s conlidante. He liad stood* aside and, not 
unchiyalrously, Ir^d been pat’^i#t diiring tfie yu.irs of her 
love {(sr Cesare. If he wero jeal'Uis li^‘ Imd no^ sluuvn it. 
When that conneeti^ai end'd in duadiT for the T^i’incess, 


only he had known*tlu‘ d< s[)air and fir- fur\' that consumed 
her. Atid it v^s tlien, vdi'n Ce' ar<s Idt lu^r, that 
bnino awctke ^ a ^'ct slow biii’ning liatred fify^^fesare. 
He did rust sluev it, H'“ sfkkun, < iv lu vi r, slu ar_ 4 ^ real 

feeling. And ha<i n<‘ siispi(‘i''n it. ^iit it wouM 

have been a s;Pida<‘litm t'T mtrbrnii'S t' » kill in a diuh tlu* 
marmwho had dured to br- ak awav f I’oiii Lisrlla Manedli. 


Such a rd' ction s^ 'amd 4m^l'-a\c a .^(‘a’r— was it on his 
pride,. or on the ctiri<>us, luir mi|>laeabl<' affection that lyrd 
6U<'e< eded his ])asaii.ii ? • ^ 

The Princess relied on tliis afr<<'tiMn nu ue than slje was 
even awart^ It ^^;^s like a (s»Id r(M‘k t<> whieh slu* eoiild 
(TmJ^, and^svhieh slu - knew wmiM iie\s loa umble. She trusted 
Ms )nt<'^uno as slu* lrus((‘d lu^ «>ther human V>eing, unless it 
^ \vere perhaps ])odf^dt[f^ Xanna with lu_a' ]setitions th'/ 
Mfielonna. 


M'ar— was 


it on hi" 


J[n tlys frien<lshi[') Wiere were strange reeipr* uaties. Tevo 
prides had melt'.d ^n the dull gl<>w of its ( inl)ers. Pv its 
light two passToiis had Imsti (h'<'ko,i'(r in tluar iiaka si ties 
Moiits'l)runo knew all thal lh<‘ Priite. ^,s hail sufft red frisin 
her love f(>r (t sare. Tls' Pis^eess kdiew all the miserv" 
brought upon f\bar?Cbruno by his insatiable mania for the 
tables. • So deep did lu r kneos led^r,- p-au frate, so eMinph tely 
had#Me*ntebruno\s yrii^e HbU' iT that oih- rumour at h ast of 
Home \vas true. Py'ineess Mancelh h^d on more than one 
oeaafsion pTiyl up ^lontebrimod hisses. There was *surelv 
httle nusre that either eiaild^do for the other in j)ro(jf 
of fridrcHliip I Each had gi\ en the sa(‘red hostage of 
degra|].ation— t^e Princess when she let Moiitehrnno Imsk 
Vpon her as she lay humbled in the verv duet, Moiitebruno 
wherrtTe perinitred n woman <<_> fill the pnrv^ that was empty^ 
The link bet! Ten thesi' two per^muhtus wars strongA 
It had been tempered by rfisury and tested by shame. And 
it had be^me^much strong<^ sine^^ the Princess had been 
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encompassed by loneliness. MontebnincVnew that he was 
a slave. '^Sinre the Princr-ss’s O’lipture with Cesare he knew 
that she, too, was a slave. Saediad entered his community. 
He was a cle\'er fiian. lie was even a decid' dly intellectual 
m,an. But for liis vir. hc'.iViplit have Ixs-n of value, to his 
countr\o^ But his e ieo uas with<Tiny his mind as a disease 
withers a body. Ho w^es iM-eMniiny like a s;i[tless leaf. All 
Hie energies of his life were (stueentrat d upon one tliiny, 
aiTfb when by eii eunislanecs h<‘ was sopar.ilod from that 
thing a fort of r<■l;lp^<‘, that almost resombkvl a dying, took 
plaee^ \N it fiio hini. Ai);irt from gambling, only m relation 
to tho affair.^ (d Ii’iin'ess M alas 111 did he show any. \atal 
interest, any dot* rminatii »n aial str*aig a('fi\ity. At her 
call there resicnah-d within this la*ll*ov <-aV( lai of a soul an 
answer, d'o the summons <d a^y' oile-r Iheis* was no reply, 
exes’pt the deep sik nee whieh is k ss hum'.in than refusal. 

At Ni(‘e, ira his urasaii f* »r1 abk • kslgings, M. •nt'-kuuno 
reeoive(l the k tter in \^hi*•h Hi*- Ikine*^ - fold him that he 
had lieen right, that (^•^ar(‘ k o'ed Lady Cann\ ng's 

It was a long k tt<-r. an outpouring from ono w)io haa no 
other esnilidantc. \\hik‘ th*; Ihinocss had l)oen wficing it 
Nanna had b«a“n <>n la r kia <0 I h ■ n i'lU Vi <‘ortain Madrmna 
in the Cliuroh of tho (i<‘su. So, in lla ir diff(a’( nt vays, two 
woira.ai kxikod in Pro\'id*'ne'‘. , 

M onteljruia*, in a dir( \' **kl dr<osiiig-g, wvn, sitting laatr 
the viia.kov whioh k'ok-d into a lead: sfro<r of Nu'e, ro;id 
earefullv ever\' word <*f Iky Priias Sho had a habit of 

joining W(»rds and kttors e.ta* to aiiotla r bv lines, whi<di 
res»anblod the crossing of t's ]u**longbl. ddiis nnide her 
WTiting look unu-ually symna lTioal and s! roi igly 'eharae- 
teristie, but made it dillieult tb roade d no eun as shinin'^^but 
Montebruiio had to gd his cyoglassos b diue he‘ eoiild nUake 
out all tliat she liad put down <ai i\yr gis y crinkly pdpor, 
with the little e(.»ronot in g*^d, and the mon<*gram L. M. at 
the top. As he sat tlnae, without a eollar, and wath his lean 
and yello\v neck exp-ord, he was naae hk<^Vi weaiw bkH>d- 
hound than even when he had sat at Countess Boccara’s 
dinner-table. In his lohg-naikAl lingers, wiiieh w^ere dried 
up and tliin, and whiedi looked predatory, lb held the paper 
high. Slowly he turned the she^'t. His tall forehead was 
alive >vith shifting lines,' although he was not talking. The 
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big of his^arge and pendulous ears showed almost 

transparent tie* sun frll ur them. IL' moved hi^ lips with 
a faint, piunehing sound, mueli alone he l(M_)k<;(], as 

n<'j huma^i being ean ev<‘r lodk ulirn tie reds anotluT vithin 
his view. Hie straiie-d .md kl^<'d,IiMl (.-ves luat a piteetus 
and yet a ruthh expis ssiun as li< rrad and 4’e-read Flie 
long letter. 

On a table iiear^ his tumbk d brd st<MKl his Ijlaek Coffe^ 
getting* Cold, \\lth a li( pa ur-Ldess full of bfandv besiTxlU 
At last he rci^nibei'cd,.(aiipthd tie* es'Utents e*f ^ife glass 
into the eup, and sip])ed. If<- made an ugly^Kee as the^ 
te] »i(UnixlTire t'pade d liis hmsi^Ii, dra\s4iig b;iyK his Mexiljle 
li[>s and sh' using In^ haig* ?* 11* uv tc<dh. l>v natur(‘ h</ was 
an ej)i(‘i ns ■. ^ )i i fy h v d< a 1 1 1 1 lal i n v ^ !<*( • i ndy e( (1 him t< > liw* in 
sneti ledgiiig-, to tirink (sdf<'e. (ddie braiidv was his 

own aij(M\as ge.^.) iTc Ti^ led e\'en a \-al< t. Pr-ss^'ytly 
les lael the h tier (k»wn, [^illctl the grey and bhie-striped 
di'(sssing-g< uvn, ANliwh lead f;ill<n op<'n, nesdia niealh' about 
luon leld |t t ighl I \ , and '-at t leas- in 1 Mind line, \Mt li the 
his*? darting alHait m his f<>is h''a<l aied his (s\ess staling at 
the ll<^. 

Li sett a bad le \'. il h ne ae y to indulge in Ifis vice. 

Itiw was he g<»ing 1<> le Ip le r Y ^ 

tn’l ;n I ily not by [^I'.i'Mug to lb'' Mad'aina. Montcbniiio 
had no belief in a i*e oaful (esl . a' a future bfr. Ifr did ie>t 
e\^eri desire lehe\a' m <ille']\ Ilo was iiitir<sted in 

seirntitie jus.gr' s*. far as hr erntl be inf.m ^t<■d in any- 
thing that was iH.t gambling,/ Hilt h(‘ saw no reason in 
man for a futiiFe d ' nec. jo >r liUTiianit'v' hr bad a gr(‘at 
e<aiteninst. ls\rn in bis ],.\a' b-' Imd m.t disrov. rrd a iir( d of 
Teli^^n, or a third l^w^i^.mr^Hiiiig Isees.nd the wsirnaii he 
had loved. 

• • • 

T*i her k;t^rr, whieh was a \'eiafal)h‘ outjeairing ^almost 

the erjuivalent r.f t1i<1se trars ii^\vlii(‘h she had led iielnlgr'd 
■ the Jhiiieess had <'Xj)''srd the raw' of h<‘r sr.nl, Sli.; eould 
Hevei^f(»rgive, ^eaigh she might adore, C<‘sar(s for ahandon- 
•ing her. Hut if the break bidween tle in A\as f'.llowed by 
his jifTtering^inKj some suitable ei^gagene nt with a young 
girl, who w&s int good pixsition and diad a eojiious dot, her'* 
pride 'vypuld be ol least pamially safeguarded. In time, with 
her irif|ue]Oce *nd hr-'r st]r-{y)i;sess*:d cleverness, she would 
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be able to create and diffuse the legend th^t she had ‘ made 
Ce^are m^ny.’ In time, if that were to happen, an im- 
pression might follow, and gr< A\up, that she had done this 
because shr had gut tii’cd of C^-sare. IftT e\a*r smarting 
pride haig-el d' sp' rat^dy f( •vy>^^ii<yene;‘iit, tlmiigh it sho^ved 
no"tr<ace 'jfdts gaping \'vMinid rxr(;pt tn MmhI i ■] )runo. And 
what she iiad seen at Duchess Mirax aiitTs had terrified her 
pride. 

‘ Tf'Cesare marries I can bear it ' vie- wr^V''"- ‘ Ihit if — 

I can'd l)e,‘r, that. T should !).■ th'- l.itiLdnng- -ek ( *f Runic. 
E\a.r\'l) (0 peeis him to niai'i \a 1 Innlw he niearu to marry. 

I feel it, 1 kn* )W it. Nob' uly s;l\ s .iiix lliiiig to nee hut it is in 
the air. ITJ^ horri))le nioth-r of e<mr','‘ ^a\'. he lias nu 

tlioiight of marrying. Ihil 1 liat yn<':i ns nothing. Siie and 
his father are hipli Imieiiig f''mninj t -s trim* a wife. You 
know h'T eo well, (f.iift it lx • maiiai:' <I ? han't vmi do 
anything Y Dh, (lioreio, I will not endnr*- that it should 
l)e Iviiown in Roiiie thsl he f ft ni<‘ for another irregular 
r(hation. 'J'hat wouM -iiiiply pi^e, <■ g, (w- ryhody that he 
tlirew' im.^ away, got rid of nis* Lie ((a M;i neelli J —that 
he had les (h‘sire (o innrry. hut tlm^ j.j pf sj ras siek and tired 
of me. If he man ms I eaii si ill sa\ e I he situation, llennmt 
marry. He muR. 1 ha\e- nol st-pt all night. Ry the wav, 
when he h:id linide'd skafing wilh her hg h ft her heside Ins 
mother. Whiat do y-,n think of tliat? l^'oi a mr>Tnerit it 
almost mad'- me famw^ diat p'‘rha[)S he didn't rrall\^— but 
it IIS) Use. In ii a Woman a thing of I hat kind it is 

so. N//a is deecloping ama/ingly. Rnl y annot understand 
her. My instinct tells na- she is a good httle thing Uim 
fortunate! V she is int< resl iik; toy i’low rare that '^>rn- 
bination is ! So rare^tliat i)erhaps I ani wT<mg and she is 
really ace pefifr rjitiiic. I ha\'e Uionght that too. She 
puzzles me. Reoplo in R('n;e sire 1>< giiiiniig to say she is 

an raid sort rti W(mi:m." Hut I think slie is more adjuired 
than before. La petite jaloiise esi tnid honm iie'ui furi<^esf ! - 
Tell me svhat can hr dom-, what y<sn ean d^.). Or, bedter still, 
come to Rome. Cannot. you le;uv‘ yuur demon for or 
otliree days to help with mine ? You jenoAv Baronessa 
Vitragli, the Bostonian. She ha^ a reeep ion to which I 
Avent twm nights ago to jneet a Rmldhist monk. He gave 
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, Icctui^^on thejoys of Nirvana. And what do you think^ 
lis deftn|tion of Nirvana w;^ ? Nirvana mcai^s the ex- 
inction ^ of individual ripii an tie night, sensation — the 
Liinihilafion of cosavthing that can he iul^^Tidid under the 
erm ' Id the hie'^ di'^inl <'gi ;i t <‘<»ns<a«)Us pefsona iit^e 

' hat a joy to .^ cL efl'-r ! in iin Dm ! 

'Her hushaiid is f<»r (ocr a 1 IVaseati. ai know why. 
Vnd can yui In le^N^; li ? tliat poop !)< ir/il — s<'> ever\h 3 od 
s beginning toVay — aelually t fl the ehiMf*n ?ti his eai><<as 
niardian. Aij/ not the Ihigli .li /////s;//a/de V 


' Gi(a‘gio, can \esu — can \sni (sane Y 


r^' 


usi:#rA. 


And that ni^O, hut nirlv after a long strjd^gle with him- 
e'lf, Moni t‘l ki-i It I • f.awMol; ho d' neei. left t Ue dingv lodgings 
n the liack street of Nn;^', and starddi in the express for 

Rome. 




*-mAPTld( XVHI 

The slioek of h-'r Ivi'-.bajahs d' -lli ehangid Edn/i Denzih 
(5n<^ p:ni of Ic r n: 4 tiir(‘, Ihe 1 1 cH 1 e r-pa I't , it dr.( pnc'd, iriade 
rieher, iiie r, Partner thnn it h:id h<M ft before. ILt tt'iidcr- 
ness, lier lo\a- f.a- Ifer children inei-fa^ed, 1* catni' a jsassiidig 
now^ that til'* ('are of a fath'''r^\as Mfitidiod f< »r e\aT fr<arn 
them. Tl le p<^W(^^(»f de\<»tion in Ict whi<di liad bren dis- 
perserk whi(di had done so niueli W(nk in the Avoiid (guietly 
forJli^LT J^Tan/i. as^wtil ^in h oine f(a’ her ehildrein was 
ru^v almost ti' re. l\^j;i^i(d ntrat< (h S^io was tlie rnother-bird 
wiUi ontskrh tehed w mgs hr* 'ding ovst the nost in w hreh Av<Te 
her young ones. Tht no won^an is all mother. The Edna 
DenziJ the litanan 3V(3rld had knowai and been charmed by 
ovas jiot softeiwtb not imprr.ved |-»y suffering. She was even, 
perhaps, a little warped. And yet tlis* change waas not 
un^^f^ral, almost inevitable. • She had been an excep- 
t^nat worfian, fcxccptionally swe3et-1;empered, free from al 
jealoilsies, froirl feminincl pettinesses, and feminine arts of 
attacS: aud defence. But\h^ had ]3cen exceptionally happy* 
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And she had always been conscious of< wearing, the pro 
tcctive aiTTnour in w^hich a strong man's complrto lov(^ clothes 
the W'oman ho loves. For y<ar:. she had envied no w'oman. 
P()ssess^ d of a n.'Uiire whieh ehing instiiMdivrl y to the essen- 
tial things of lif<' sh'‘ car(;«' ..othing for hfe'b trappings, and 
w'as ineapr hlr rif the- small jealousies of woiiaai, jealousies 
(s‘>nneete<l viUi mon^'V m;i(.t<Ts, eloLh' s, good looks, wajrldly 
su(ao‘ss, moll. Ihit sho \Nas eai>al)lo <»f ' iiwa and ttow^ that 
Hen'iy^l was vioad sh'' know it. Fittorhe ho (s ly, she envied 
e\aTV Apinan who had at lea' side a si I’oiig f van to love and 
prote ‘t ms*'. In tie- (he p vat. rs of lea’ soul strange W'eeds 
fl^aatod up a\al sh'S.vod thoiiis( 1\ (O soinotimos like shado^vs. 

The (‘liangi" Jii Faina l)' n7ih\sas sharj^ly traced in the 
transformation ’of her f- < ling to\\aTds llMtu’es. One thing 
she had to forgr.s* hor Fran /a, ^k' '■ ko< plug from iicT of the 
kii^ow'ledgo (.f his fatal iHiiosn nnhl tho e^^■ of i he operatiom 
She forgavo hi]n. Ihit sho (suild not ftagw o Dtshares for 

having kno^vn (d it hoforo di</ did, for lia\mg prepared 
evervthing for tho ill man's opmfcit ^^llll•‘ she, his wife, did 
mst know^ he was ill, f^r having <‘onsultod with doctor'^and 
nurse, diseiiS'.L'd possilalitios, hop. fears, whik* " ,^he, in 
blank ignoranoo, (‘.aio.rnod h'.rsolf kiiVi tho preparations 
for a ehildroiks p.-n-t w So |. .ng a . h'ran/,i wa- ali\'<: tlu' whole 
matter s^'einod subtly difforout. An 1 sho ei.iild |.)ear it. 
Sh'i eoiild wi'ito that no(o thanhing Fotaos, ooiild allow 
D(il(sr( s to kiss hor, eould be moxa d by hor kiss. If Fraiizi 
had reeo\ei’ed /rom tlw o))or;itioii sho e<.nld ha\’o horm? it. 
But whoii tho eollin eontainmg his lx.dy wsiit down into the 
the pit br'ieath tho (‘ypro-.s ti'of.s li. r U'sait (‘ried, 'I can’t 
bear it ! ’ Undo]’ her \'oil sIk' l(M.k'sd across the open grave 
at Doloi'os, and sho folt as if s.io h.m sliior. She was sh'‘' ‘ked 
at horself, (‘ondsiiinod la rsolf, tdmose katod hors* If f(>r'dhe 
feeling. Sir* fought with it, but sho eljd no^ (yvereoiAe it 
entirely. There remained ^.ith her a dreadful distaste for 
Dolores. 

That dista-ste threw’ a shads>w’ upon theiife of D>lores. 
From distant Frascati far across the Campagna it fell, and 
lay upon a palace in Rotne, 

Immediately after the death o| her hus^;and "^IrsyjDenzIl 
and her children left the flat inpthe Via /enti Settembre, 
home of the happy days, a^d removed to-Fragwti, The 
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hustle of a city luid lieceiine tcrritile to the 
widow.* founds fleit hud hitherto hdli.n ehecrfullv ujiou her 
ears were'now hidoous to t^^e^. Tie- shock she luid uudor- 
geiue had. ahL'clcd le-r IxkIv as wi |l .is h«r uiiial, and feir 
a h'ljg wjiile — SI I she aftei'w^Js ln.heci.'d — sh'* ^sas icjt 

physically iiorinar 

She tied across tlir (.'aiii) maiia. Al\s;i\'s ni i ci w n id is that 
rcnii »\Til rcifiai r 1 ' '(1 in h* r iieiim as a lliL^lil fr<»ni a (‘ity that* 
had cleuiged, fi^iin a dn adfnl eily. lii t\si e»i h«' and it ■'h^ 
put the great^ilain tli.J was aliiH'st Iilv*' a stwi'kf'ii sea 
dividing Iht hcnn a li>st li;L].[.in< ss. 

Mrs. M ns^ingliann Inina's \\i(l'*\v<d n I t r, j/i d for srane 
time T)e<ri est.*ihlish<d] m KKl^r:^|| m a eonif^a .ii)l(‘ |)<nsion 
- — she liked •^x iiAioiis- l(»oking towards ^oni<'. Jhil ' It; 
Ilew diaaterih'd to ■io\c ima> an m ] ):i i I n i' nt hig < f < ) 

Contain hrt, her d^^nghl afft^ gr;i ndehildr' n. S\\r sc], cl,;,! 
the upper part of a houst* in^ho \ lelo (dm'^po Ikai/i as the 
Mh \v home. 

This viah' is reaelicd Ity a lligdit of stops (iosociafing at 
thejoft of the l.iroad troo-shaTlod walk Nsliieh runs parallo] 
to the j^id by whiidi eari'iagos wain tin* lha//a Ivoinana. It 
is quiet, alna >st (h#f' in a]>jih‘aran(‘e, aiid <‘onsis 1 »> (if a 
"br^aid terrace with two or three houses (.n^ho right. (_)n 
the left tile gr-jiind dr^»ps sharjily beyond a well to Iho open 
spfice before tht' siyall rall^^ay station. The toi'raeo turns 
at riglit aiiglo:*, and is hidden b<hin^ a gaiirit and nglv 
‘ Magazzino di barbolie/ wlneh is th^ last hoiisc m tlie rows 
Beyond the eAd (if I hr' t errae'.r^lo. >i 1 1 ^ up ;i gre;d \'ellow^ 
building wuth a^tri^is aid ting tin' \ n w fidsn I hat jioint. 
But Mtifci, M assingham, though not eialhe < nanioured of 
natujp^ had — I m caiioe^ r-ylyiius *rvver(‘ ''Ulln‘i< id Iv spsaii uis, 
and^ not too — si^leeted an abodi; from the 

wiiK^'i^vs (V ^whieh a great pis oped was to be* sisai. 
The upper part (^ ^tlrs leaio.^ whieh now la long^ d to 
her aijd laa’ daughtiun was eiimpiised (if* t\\<i stiirexs. 
The r^oms in ^le top stiU’ev <ipened on to a terraets ( ir 
hanging garden, whieh W’as the isiof of a larg' I<-ggia with 
pilIajpj^H*>elowf This loggia, the wails and fsdling of which 
tinted *a dti^p red, wais ohdsed ig at the two ends by ' 
towers c^^ntainin^CHams. |)ther chambers opened by French 
windowg^^i^tp tii^ loggia, ^hich arranged as a sort oi 
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family and general sitting-room. Here, when th^ weathe 
was not foo cold, the children could play. Here Ednt 
Denzil could work, aftend to l//rj)usiness, or sit looking oui 
over the Carnpagna towards ttiat Ri>mc wdiich had seen hei 
great happiness and the cik) vd it. And hor(‘, too, Mrs. Mas- 
singham co\]ld read light ]iteratur<a riiil)r< adcr, play patienee 
sing s!r>r)i}lli and .M ay SMiigs to the gnandehildren, or talk t(' 
Ua ng th e s<.T\aants, or anv \'isitors wlio soiirrht her out in 
wdnit she e:kdrddiei’ euaa di At tirst she missed 

the pensi<*ai, wdeae sle' ha<I (an'oiint ( i-od good many 
'/orcsii^ri A'ho had sometine s amus'd la r. Rut she wars 
soon tak'ai te;>rougl;Iv hv tlio now d' an'ot ieitv. She k-arnt, 
a.s good grai a tf g dlirrs learn witJ\out dillleultv, to eiuawn- 
trate on h'.T Idtr^ d' se. aidants. W’-am n log'" t'S hr' neoiied. 
Mrs. M.'Lssingliani had the joy pi’cs^'Utlv rcalning 'that 
'Nonna’ c<.)uld still be of i hue i^‘ tie* w .rid, Avas 

sometimes weiiited, tilled a sf^aial plac's and was even of 
impr)rt/inee. \\arml\^ she Ifirrw le If the task of 

qualif\ang as a ftrst-elass la eessity. 

Mrs. ^^as-^inghan^ was riot a remai’kahle wom.in^ but,yhe 
WciS a wa.iman who had always horai lik'd, kad Ii:gl warm 
friends’r ami desrrv<‘d tla in t>y la r kiMd-U'ms and e.y.ai nature. 
Sh<‘ belong'd tk a go. .d old family "f laanbardAS 1 he family 
of Villaferalo, who liad a seat m ar \^gr( o‘, and a house in 
Mil an. Ihit la r dof had not b' (Ui a Igi’gc . .ne wTaai she 
married Ibairy Mas^uiglram, ami Ins laugh di estate and 
most r)f his nionl y had it'Ca' to a son of his by a former wife. 
On his (h ath his Avid ov haV’.rduriaal at oiie<; t-a her native 
land. Sh'‘ was I’al her bronehiab a ral ythought hers. If far 
more broiaiiial than sho was. iiie ehuiate (.f Edigland, 
tlauefore, mad'‘ no strong apy. al l^ r. And when J^hcnzil 
wvis given the post of aimallor t<a\k^^‘ l^rilish Embaasyyhc 
had reino\a‘d from Eadeiiabbia, w'h'T(' sir' had Ireefi hying, 
to Fraseati. Koine mad'' jra f' '‘l bloV.dless, ' she alweaA^s 
declared. Otlierwise she would ha\s.* settled there.' Fras- 
cati had gi)od air, ami its jnae. s waTe mmii sn^aller thar^those 
of Rome. Mrs. Mossineliam, therefore, had made the best- 
of things on the hill ab >V(‘ the Fampagna.- And Dv>vy^ she 
ghad her reward. At a/uitical moment, a momeift of trag^iy 
and sorrow, four human beings tlf d to her. (■ She rose to the 
. task and the occasion. 
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Ii> ^J^eafance she was not unlike a liandsome owl of tfie 
bro^^i speeies. She had a rath'T roniul face, thiek brown 
eyebrows which ^U'ched tJa^nseUe s (oer round and s'elksw- 
bn»wn eyes, ash* at noso, small fnll-l]| ►pej mouth, and round 
eornfortable l<M»kmy e Ilin. ;ip|.r;,P'J tM pr^sess a yreat 

deal of hair, bro\sii m (mIouf, \^J^h a f<'W lleeti^^^ suyyeskions 
of grey hsae and tie Tf, end ste- \sor<' it in sueh^a, way as t^ 
make her head lo^k Img'' and r<'Und. If<T hands wt^ 
l>jauUful, aiit^ >lie h:id laeo', 11 1 li;it th' \' \\* re*-\sT since she 
had known .^^i\'thiny. ^Sle' li:id ;ui ;igis ■< -n ble, sli^htK' multled 
Voice, and a habit <d blmlang aiel Midd' iii\' eiilai^ung Itt-r 
eyes wliF^n sh<^ was talking. Wleil le^r ag- nas she did not 
hapjien t'> ne nlion to h\ mg p'aotm^ Sli'- li*ol;ed not 

me)re thari«si\Ty, ;ind u;i. gl'M^^ing t-eily/ Ihii this fa(‘t did 
nek <l' tras“t from le r eh.^psii mid ral lea ndd' si te) her dignity^ 
for she bore hei^i lf a^^oiTi • If ' d' liboratelv intend'sl not to 
remain slight, e< msid<Ting*sueh a (.smdihon of }M)d\" ae wledl^# 
unsuitrd'Ie ti; a g' nl t"/. < mian of nii(l(ff(.' nge. She wa-S 
singularly unlike h< i' daught^ i’ Isdna. 

o Having abandaiod tli*' j‘\vs of [he jirnsjon, and taken to 
a nes^esay of life. Mi',. M:i-sinvhmn >et, hene ]f ts) make a 
success ( »f it. SI 1 -^Jhov ( ( 1 unw<Hited (^[(‘rgv ift gidtirig 
khings intei ( 'rder and neiking \ lie im >>,[ ^ •[ tite ae<‘( »n iinodatie)ii 
at the disposal ()f l^'T'olf him! th<' l)e[i/ils. Ide' death of her 
^son-indaw had eyrprised and shocked her \'ery much. She 
ha<J been v< fy foml of thaiien. Ihit (allc'r she was a ])hilo- 
sevj)her, C)!' els,' ,sh(’ had kmovn <ai^ugh of*the (‘hanees of hfe 
tc) be^in-pafed f(ir any (s\n nt.^lVu 4e' slnoved in this pain- 
ful time a es 1 f-p< o ,( ssioii :ind a Sort e)f soft resig- 

natiewi which were no doiild of 1 f1[i to her daughter, but 
wjjiikh nevertheh ss |ni/ye I't^na fee] that she eisuld never 
Ift her mother svhat havoi^ gi’inf works m strung 

natures. • 

‘ Mamnnr woufdfht und<Tstandd 

Ejlna said this to the only person wh<k she felt, indeed 
she^knew, could undersland, t<s Franzi's friend of friends. 
Sir Theodore. She bore no ill-will to Sir Theodore because 
^ hud kftowTL from the tirst of* Franzi's condition. Mys- 
^terious st^ spoke in her, and proel^iimed that fact natur^ * 
Of colirse Fraizd told hi| greatest chum. Of course the two 
men ^fconsulU^d togethei| about the woman. Nor did 
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(Edna Denzil ever think of visiting up(>n Sir The^^lpre her 
secret jeaL:)usy — f'*r it earne to that — at the thought vd her 
days of ignoranee, Delore^s' da w^j^.kuewl^'dg^e Yet Sir Theo- 
dore had tolil I)(L >res. Siie 1 (lanital IV) (>ne, hilt she Ct a.ild 
not endure Uje theught ta f IM tart's having known, and she 
could eiidurt; the tleniglit of Sir d’luaadt u’e's ha\ing known. 
^\nd after her husband's d( ath, side by sidf with the dawn- 
i^.g of hor dta[) <ljslast(‘ f(»r Dolt^res, there grew in her a 
rnlieli de(g)er*ecgi‘.rd ft)r Sir Tleaadore than shf had ever felt 
beftue. M ^ 

'^Tlaur aetinns s< ene d to prove Iwr riglif, not that she eared 
about that eonsei' an oiu' wav t .r the tgler. Edna was 

V ‘ - ' f. 

veiw" rnueh a g> >nian and kritavdiow to bi‘ unr(\as( triable. 
And sht' did nt>t*-s*e h'>w h<r diff-Tciit nienU\l attitudes 
^towards the husbaiitl and wif*.* waaij^t be liht ly tt» affect their 
mental attitudes t<a\;irds Ik r. ^l\n<.b tlie tuioral \bas over, 
^tand Uie l)en/ak renio\(_(l f.) I'ra^-ati, Delores was the first 
woman friend t(» ori\'e (»u( f]''tni lb cue and eall upon them. 
She w^asYecei ved. It (’haiieed that little Tiro nyt her at 
the door. She sat \*ulh Jblna and ^frs. Mas^ingliam in the 
confusion of the not y<g arranged legei;^^ yji,* f, jf- gemdnely 
full of d%ep syniftathy, and IcTl 1 \'e ),<*^w’row s, la r sonss^v for 
Edna, her pr<»plbdic sorrow f(»r <'ne not l^alna, Slie tried- 
to be natural, Minpl's to slewv what s^- f<]t. Ihit almost 
instantly she kic'w that \\(aild 1 h' inip"ssipie. Edna woubi 
not ha\'e it so. The \f-»nian Dolores ha<l kisswl, had ’heard 
whispering against Ikt shoiikh r, tlie waanaii wh(» had written 
the note she herself eocdd neV.T hav<' ^^ritlen, was rcadonger 
there. Tnst(‘ad there was sui'ely tin' ws ev; vii d)( dores <‘( iuld, 
nay, must ha\w be<ai. had Iwr cireumstanees been as Edna’s 
wa^re. D«abar('S understood tlrct w^gia/a. As slie sat <<juth 
her tiying to talk genlly, naturally, (Aging haid Uj jae li^r 
best self; she was hideously conscious of irre\'o(-ible tilings. 
The weeds in tlie rleep wat<'rs !, The weeds m the deep dark 
waters 1 Like shadows sIk,^ saw' thwii rising and with- 
drawing. ^ And mine ! ' slw thought. ' And^mine ! ’ ^ 

• Mrs. Massingham, blinking and then enlarging her hand- 
some eyes, earnestly tlianked her. for all that whe’^ had 
t^wisting and turning tjie sword round in her daughter'^ 
wound. And a sort of darknes^s cnAre into tke white cheeks 
qI Dolotea. She wa^ co^cious kind of despair €uad a 
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Kind ay^cr. Nnvrr would she* forgot thr asjMod ol* 

the Id^^gia oil th;)1 day, a ^^nrnl, still, but ruelaiicholy day, 
cdoudj' and gr(yy and full •( ■^^)resay<'. Soino browii b;i4o't' 
Work chairs stoi )(1 ab.tiit. ddiesr wcit c<J^^T<'d with rliill red 
cudiiyiis. Soiiie^pots ultli plmits \v< re ranged ih a ro^v not 
far fr(‘nn an aiiL'lo. Ido a' were to ' y,, S( am w her^ ’ present ly. 
Meanwliih* they \S( re in dangerou. jtroviniity t<) a French 
windoy . DoTres^ \nms '-nre some one \\()iild op(_ai tlir^t 
window brusrjUely and do damage to p'Tts. And SO 

indeed it haj)j^aied. Anltahaii In aiscmaid sndd<^nly pushed 
the window wiili \nol(nef‘ oiiluai'ds. Tw-* |s.t^. fcU oyer 
and ^tiie ^*as siviashcd 1<> pieces. Mrs# ktassingha m, in her 
pleasant, mull!' ( | \'oiee, * pr» >1 .ol •■( g u liil< yd )< F wes looked 
away o\a_T the gr( y Campagna. Ivoine \s;A bul a blur in the 
far distaiaay m^sl of it*-^(ail off from li< r ULdil by tla^ 
yellojv tr)Wer. he *bhir. near a trail (d \^liitr‘ 

smoke, tw<.) or three li\id 1 at. ( eges stood She woiak red 

what they wei’r* tr^\ing lo drdraet her mind, m \'diieh ariose 
a sense of ^mrea^' aiing misciy^becanse wlrat s|i<* liad forrsseen 
had ooeurred with the wimtav and tlie pots. 

llov-rv luld balna 1 )eii/il b^'a r 1 he bm'<len V TT^sw C( add she 

coiifrr)nt life, uitli its a'^angement> ef dra\'v^<‘Iia]rs Aith I’od 
chshions, its plants m ])ols to lie pnl li< I'e or tliere, with its 
caidles^ sueeessK 111 optmeab, with ils gis}' days? And oh! 
to gaze out o\'er tl^il rani|>aLUia te tic blur whieli had heam 
the city of haj^piuess ! A sok sf niggled uj) in ItiFues' hmg 
throat. But jt \\as for herself pTaliaj)s, as nnmh as for 
Edna IFfnzih 


She felt as it ffllia Deiizil \^ere [jatiiig Imt aud steadily 
trving^iot to. W hen slic got u[) te go die wanted to kiss 
Ednrf!^ wmild Iji' WiuAial iiAl HiiiiLf I" d'l ii'iw, aftiT all 
tlitrl:, luv-l biavii, could imO Her body stiffened 

at the mci;^'', thsugshl. and Ikt snul seemed ti> stiffen 
too. 


Altarwards she had tlmughr, if 1 liad kjssed Edna \sliat 
woulct Edna hi^e done ? ’ 

Mrs. Massingham warmly embraced Dolores, and said : 
AWou de^r pSetty creatiiYc I Come again. In a motor 
iff is. nothing.’ 

She |nlEirgcd Jer eyes, lijjnked and adeled : 


‘ frcMia here. It Is »uch An 
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'advantage bring where wc can see every ar^val Rome. 
The sigh^of a little life is good, even if one doesnH, take 
part in it.’ 

And .she pr»ifit<Tl wifli Jir]’ siiifiU and hrsutifiil hand to the 
avenuu luaVlinp^ fr-'in tlu^ (V'Wdjuigna up thu hill in front of 
the Grand lint' ], wliieli \\as full ni \ i<‘W nl the loggia aeross 
a depression of Vva^fe ground plantt'd \oitli trees and shrubs 
^deyond tlv station. 

' I shall tfkb' t*» lu ar your motor [durring ifike a gi’eat cat, 
my dear !' she <‘onelud<sh jiushing. ip* h-T bgr^ round head, 
[<) gn\'d another kiss t.O) ( >l< 

And oft^ n since tkrri sIh^ ha<] lesird the purr (dfthe motor, 
but Dohdres not in it, and (diildren grerged it with 

cries o f ' Here \ \hiele ddu‘< > I 

Princess Mamslli tied said 1 hat A )olore^‘\vas ncit by nature 
a lighter. Perhaps that was fiean^ Gerttlnly shA* felt that 
she c< 'uld not figj^d I o \\ in a plaed m the Deii/il family. Even 
the children, slu^ thought, disliked her, ysere radt really at 
their ease \vith her, rxee[>l Iris, \sh''ii she sat dpwn to the 
piaii'd. As she drov(‘ awa\^ that aft^Tiioou, descending^the 
liill into the \ast gri-y Gam[)agiia, she kiaov that sj^ would 
not offen id’tnrn to lh<‘ red-u .Jk sl^^ggia. ' I \a? done my 
l)est 1 ' she saikl to lua’solf, ' T Aar d<dne my best. And 
Edna hates me.' Ara.l it ^^as th^ n tlii.t slu’ deeided to take 
her Social life up again ^vilh det^ rminati^Ti, t(.» throw herself 
into its energies and^to smsas'd at hsast in Kiern. She felt 
like (diie <‘Xp'.‘Iled. It w\Hs j^erha[>s \aTy absurd of her. But 
she was intensely s»hisiti\>‘. If she made an adwa-nee and 
was taeitly repiilss'd she f< ll ph\'siea]ly^hisf rable, and as if 
a rude hand had sliot out and thrust her away. That after- 
noon in tlie Cainpagna she w^s bes^ a s^-nsation of-ta^ving 
been humiliated. ' Why di<l I g(* ^?^Why did I g;o ? Ashe 
asked herself almost tiereely. But theigslie recalled Edna's 
situaticai, her sorr<.)W, and the anger died awaiy. She looked 
out of the open \viudo\v, and saAv thr tpM'ks of sheep'.elosely 
gathered together, life clinging to life in ttee vast expanse 
of loneliness, \fhere the Power outside our world seemerT 
to brood as it does in fhc desert ; she heard vTie a 

shepherd, savage and melancholy, with a lingffring, 
ward cadence, and she had a (^sire for jfelease. ‘ Oh, to. 
be out of it all r But — And the motor mahed 
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towarcti^t\c domns and the towers of Rome, canying her 
baek t^/the social life. ^ 

She hurried into it agairts bef<-)re Sir Theodore retiinicd 


rts ‘^er 

hd ?< t 


from I^ndoii. \MiLn he did ?eturii he fe^ind the wTiting- 
table iq the grecn^md red dravar^^-roeni covered Vith cards 
of in\dtati(jn, and la ard from his wife that slci had been 
dining witli Countess Boeeara, and had already many en- 
gagements. wais ama/rd. Shll liaimted by tl](^ tragedy' 

of the eperalioii and his frirnd's (h ath it ^eciffi d to liim 
alriKsst iner<. di^i that Ii>l<>r< s should already hftvr taken 
up again the empty life of fri\s.Iit:y. fhit lie did not (':-it)ress^ 
his siyprise* and.arudia i’ f< ( Img, his (Ji^giist. Yes, he was 
flisgusted. I"o]’ tins is ;idii!<»^,s f(a’ ])l(aoiro < y, Dolores' part, 
followang so .^wifFh' on the he( D , ,f her ape'ais id d''<'p sym- 
[lathy, (Wen of reetle*'^ anxiety aiel gna< f. which had 

>eeme(jl alfnost to*m.>uuf t<> terr(jr when Deii/il had dy d, 
airely slaoved her !<• p(»^s(^,s a natui’e i^auably shallow^ 
ind changeable/ ‘ And if F w<a‘e to die / ’ Im r jnisband 
dioupht. ^nd again ther*' eam<‘ upon him the helpless and 
huiftiliating feeling t hat he did n< d yrl kreov Ins wife. Since 
w^hen h V.jie begun t< > f( <'l a<d i\ ely 1 hat he did n< >t kn< ov her ? 


^ff he^ had search' d haeh »-hul tho. he did not do- he^might 
h.We dis(‘over( (1 that th*' birth of this eeais<‘i<.us ignorance 

dated after the e\ei)U^g of his <. ail hurst e'_»ii<‘< rnine his wife's 

• • 

barrenness. Upca# that ev-iniiL^ the sileuet* had ehsscd 
ujx)!! them botil like a (‘ioiid, and in tla^\somt) »af that sikaicc 
had been corns i\od bis fow ling. It gaii to torm^ud him, 

• . ' p . ^ 

at)d to iciuii r liiiii i'f1' ii ill at c iiT 

His instant, anH (^^noso d d* erdon in itle r to gM nut, nor 
to eiiteitain any more that sea snn, v, a o < speeted Ijy Dolni'(\s. 
Yet lier^ lil>‘ ^'ehuJf(a She tri-d to hardt n lier 

heart anj s^t lier Ipt* d’;fiitl\' 1- ya I hej\ 

' Bshall h^i^e a hd to dn uoa/ Sir 'riaaMhsre craieluded. 
But anyhow^ I haveud the htdirl for g:oiiig ints) sidueiv.' 

He r^'arly add'd, ' And have }'ou — really-* Tdok-ret ta ? ’ 

If hi had sai(.^that, takon Dolores in his arms, let her see 
nis surprise, his giaef, but also some hoh, f that in her heart 
they' w^&s soiTiething resp(siisive to Ilfs, sh c iiiiyht, in liLT then 
c<?hdition of almost quivering sensiki'.eness and longing, 
have cajBt pride ap\y, and iooded him uitli the truth. But 
he saidpothin^ aj Ift the, moment pass, deceived ‘ 
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c>by a physical detail, the tight line her lips i?^a^e jusi 
, then. ^ ^ ♦ 

And from that day both of began to strive to gathe] 

in a har\est fronolife. Ihit \vhil<‘ iJnlores set herself to tht 
reaping ( »f Vares, her husb:^^W went into fields where there 
was wlicat U> be gathered. And so it was that Edna Denzil 
•presently \vas al)lr to say to liers^'If, ' I am right ! ’ both in 
f’(^s]>a<‘t of h(T distaste" for I)(>I<>rrs and <>f In r gr< atcr affeetion 
f< *r Sir Tie ‘(^1( aa . 

Day afttr day a big motor eame oiit fron^ Dome by the 
VortrvDn I'l la and s[)im along th^ (lat road towards the little 
town on tie' lull, ^^yth its l)hint-lM adod oh^o trees and its 
Miieyaisls a boi ] 1 1, a nd th< ‘ Earn [r ig[ la br< ■(■/,< s danei ng in its 
face.e A ra ws' hfs'' ! x gan f< ir Sir d'h< < >< f as* \v 1 1 li tie, ( [' ath (jf liis 
frisaid, jnst as a lawv life began for Mrs/AIassingham. As 
alwyiys out <.'f tli* dust of d<. anedS he lh»V\er of lifce 

Sir Theodr.r<; took up tie- new hfe with a h< a\’y lesart. lie 
was a man ea[>able of so mui'h fechiig that aiw sorr<»w^ struck 
him a stinging blow. Ihit he was a fall idul man, and a man 
wath lire m him. Soori he began to glow with energtes, 
first of duty tla n of l^\r born of duty's fulhlniout. Jthe love 
wars tla' re fr(.>m the first, but his re^in^t for Francis shrouded 
it, ga\'e it a meaning that was tragic. And he even foughc*" 
against the change that he f<.‘It wsis t(iwar<ls gneater, unex- 
pected happiness. 

For yeai’a Sir Theo(V>re had tx.en loni r children. It 

w'as almost as if J 'I’araas 'ealf s | from tlie ^ Take mine ! ’ 

It ^vas almost as if Ihs fii^nd stopped his ears to khat cr\y 
but at last le ai'd it in (h spitt; <.*[ hinoelf l%VMirr^(^ it weis meant 
that he should hear it. Now childr<ai (‘am<‘ mto this- man’s 
Life as they had mw er coim ■ b^f( a < ^ id^in his 1 1 iiddl< ' a 4 f%, just 
wTen a man of mental foi-ee and g< Ssvij.-ath is n\)t to b'ygin 
counting the years that are left, with a se(T<t 'How hwag ? 
Henv long Y ’ lie had wsaitod, he Ikk/ suffered, he had 
rebelled, he had e\-en been cruel for ehildrt n's sake, Ifccause 
of his need of them, Nawv he l)egan to leai^i somethrng of 
wdiat children are, really arc, in a life. For soon he began to* 
be aware that till Denzifs death he had im?igined btlt ^^d 
■tiot knowm. Intuition w'as struck aw'ay. He had totter^ 
Now^ he walked hand in hand with knowlcdf/e, 

Little Theo must be hisr^pecial He Ivould be resDon- 



X A I JLj 


JL IX r Ij VliMi. 


S(JS 


sible' ^ Francis#f(>r what the buy la-eame in later life. It* 
was (ijlTicult, aliii'ist impi 'ssiblr, te have scrieius^ doubts tra 
to ThfT,. He A\;)s Hot a but a boy. Hut no iiialigii 

spirit ^ver lookt (i out of bis c-yrs. wliuii Jie was in a 

trrupcT, ov in n tlio tliin? f\hos(- bonic is the pit neyer 

rr»sr to Confront you in a l<*o|c or a ino\ ( nM‘nt, iV'^^^ertbclcss 
Sir Theodore was best I at lir .t by the anxieties of the deejily 
?onseientious ^nn/eur. l^’or the lirsf time he folt, ' Heiw 
liffsTcnt I arn fi'oni a falhoi- ! ’ Imudontly the lyslniet, the 
infailine instifi(‘f , < d a fal her is <snl\' Is* 'rn in a man leai GoJ 
and a wogian maleo liim oma Sir ddioo(](a-o must fumlde 
for i#, but h < ‘ run ot leo'r^^ Id d'l i< ■< ► \>, 111- wiis fiiiiildiiig. 

Ib wished to drik'' the 1ia|'])\' neeui bo/wixt laxity and 
Strictness, to stiffen the ])oyd liaelv ^\lthout dulling tlie 
Isrightne,^ of his ingeT^u^^u^ eliarin. And he was abewe 
all anxi'sus ne\ er to a-ounejn t his poor little family ane^sorl 
of rigid. VmW of rlelieaey he wished to ]4^)1( et, to help, to 
guide* as a man mny. and as only a good and straight man 
cay, l.)Ut rt(wa r to be iutrusi^o or ehallenging. In th'.* first 
days after his refui'n from London Ik* was full (d tentativa*- 
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wai-ll anel te» lama-h him in life. Ihrt it would be necessary 
for them all to li\e eai illy^ariel to a\'oid anything like 
extrav^Uj^'irre. Sif iV"*!"!'" had gone to Lr>ndon with a 
yiew" trd clpinging sfmie of Ih aricists iTiyestments. He knew 
more about^ linam** dlian bh’aiK'is hael krmwm, ami emje)\a_'J 
the a(lyantage of having expert advice on •inemey matters 
from ^Arnerica.^ He had Mrs. Deiizibs perrnissi<m to use this 
adyice, for her adyantage by selling out certain English 
inyestQients an^i placing the money in siif** American enter- 

,,w^hiah, brought in a higher peri'cntage. Sitting on^ 
^ftem<)on in td ' ‘ ^ 

plained tiling^ 

I V A 


£ loggia oyeriookmg tne x.^impagna ne ex-,- 
lo hw', tj^xe listened, agreed, and tlianked 
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The two elder childrc'n were out w.-rllvinf^ with^Urianna. 
Vi was un^well and in bed, Mrs. Massingham had gesne to 
tea with a fri(aid in the fani* ai^ p(^tision. She liad not wished 
to go, hut Edna had Vx gg* d Iva- to go. 

' You must not giva uj)MT your little j^leasures, mamma, 
because o^ Vis,’ sho liad said. ‘Why slmuld you not have 
^tea alone with a fri( nd ? ’ 

‘She has }i<T nwn I'oom c>f course, otJa'^rY'ise ’ began 

Mrs. Massir^hain. 

Gi\ manirna, go. Yow must p:tss your tiiSic.’ said Edna. 

So^oy ehan(a‘ slc' an<l Sir Th'‘odor(‘ ^^<■re quite alone. 

Wlaai th(‘y had li*iidi' <l talking (»f the m c'wsarv business 
there was a d-oavi sihaiei; b»-t\\e' r1 tlean. Tlcar subject done 
with, abruptly llN y sr'aned to fell a^vav into a sort of ghastly 
spacr, a nothi ngiM The tnii-h < »f gi’e f -atmospheric — 
cnwT'p'si tlcm, but limy had'nanght to kling tn. And not 
r)nl\^ that, tic }' ^ ' almost a-^ '-trangia’s to anotlu.T, A 
widow7— could it bo Edna Deuzil ? A uam' doing business, 
discus.^ing tic* ohiklron’s mi*notar\^ fnturo - (Otuld it be 
Sir Theodi iis* ? 

In that sikmco I hoy wore as strangors in sp^^TT-. The 
bri'^wn chairs /\ifh tho iiffi IS now stood in theii;^ 

app(jinted plaoos. Tho pl ug-, gM*. liad found thoir homJ^s, 
On a table lay soma Ix.oks. L'ltulic. \Nhieh Mrs. Mass,inglujm 
read and Edna nav(T road, a ])ieco of ganbroidervu a box 
containing t\\ r> g)aoks nf cards. Aiigir^tus, too, was there 
reposing upon his k ft sidc^ 

Sir Thc(jdore saw tho eroaturo, and was no longerlh space. 

‘ How' [ire Tlioo and Iiis bear g-tting ofi here, Edna? ’ 
he said, roealhng hor. 

As she lookod up he roahsed E\;tUorroW' lu'-A her 

plainer, Physhsal alt', ration he not<TTr^^ad almost iK despite 
of himself. He had not noted the do<-pey change* • 

‘ I scarcely Uaov,’ she said. ' I searcely knmv anything.’ 

She looked at him, uttorly carolcss of 1 he ^)hysical change 
in herself, 

‘ I feel ’ — she gazed round her at tho loggia— ‘ as if I ’cf 
: been pushed out of ever\dhing*and the door locked againit 
^ or — I don’t knoT<. I can’t understand being here. M 

■ , can’t fcfl that I shall live here. I mom- 

i,t isn’t like living. And whej|^ 1 go to ai night— 
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She 4;)r!Jkie off. After a moment she added : 

‘ It ^ 5tupid>^f me, Theodore, but I can't help it — I feel 
more da:^ed e\ er^i;ivd * 

' The quiet hrrf-^he pure in time tiiuy will do some- 
thing for you.' 

‘ Yes, I suppose they will/ 

‘ And Edna, tie- ohildrun ! 

‘ Y ithout tluTii I doiid Lliink I should be here any lonoer.^ 

‘ Here ? ' ^ * 

I don’t m^jpn in Fraseati.' 

Again the sd-mou foil. Hut in tlu-y usuo no h.ng^u lik^ 
strainers fn spai*- . Sir Tl]oo<lore wau aw nro of tho Liitin 
fire, the Latin dospaii' in \^w> fnond. 'J le oliarminy \‘ore, the 
charming mrithor \/a^ made slruiiyoK fois- yil l.\' yi u f. He 
felt a VI..] eneo in h. r \^lll(‘h till n.os li<- luid n.jt su-peeted. 

‘ ’J'h(^re*is vour fiu.lh' ^ too > ho '-;iid. 

‘ M amma \>'S.' 

He realised thaj" Miv. Masoiigh;im w.sfTld never be very 
much in lyr daiight. r\ lif.s * 

*I made lau' g(> out to-dutv A fri. nd asked her te> tea. 
P.M^r n^'unma ! Put she lies I., . u :i yroa! lelp, and she lo\'eS 
the children. She sn 1o them vlen they 're •!n Ijud. 
jMst think ! Mamma sinyiny ! ’ • 

Shejooked \aieantjy t.»wai .P I he CampaLOia and added : 

^ ( dnlrf Ik rondinol la . pa. a* a mo re 
f ahta I'kUi^oirio I.ello del nit-n.irr 
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A ou r^ay g.a wdicr.s no on* el e may.' 

In# that mc'^iiont Sir Tho(M]ore kmwv that thouyh Edna 
Denzil was still yiaung, though no d'.ubt she v.ajid again 
be chEi*miHg to the world* — f.sr Time is inexorable in his 
d^ealing^ wdth sorrow as with joy— ^yot she would alway^ 
be a wsWow. She would never give up the name Francis 
had her. 
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‘ Dolores has been to see me,’ she said, as he did -/jt^speak. 

‘ Of course. She told me.’ 

‘ It was grxjd of her. Mamma ^qiiite loyjV her.’ 

Sir Theod' >re want<Ml to say^yarmly theJ he hoped Dolores 
would often eoiiie, that he ^n^^ed Edna would take her into 
the new life pt Freseati. Rut he could not^ lie thought of 
d:he writirig teble eovered \\ith eurds of iiuitatiou. 

' ' Reinemlx rd he said, ' tliat in Konu' Ih' jS' is always a 
home for yi.oj to^eouie to. I sp^ak f<»r Dsdoretta as nodi as 
myself.’ 

* 'Thank you, Tleodsu’e — I know, ljut — yiju wond be 
hurt ? ' 

' N<», no. \Vljat is it ? ’ 

' I tliink it \villi lx* a verv^ long time lx fore 1 sliall be able 
to coiie* into youi- apai’fne iit. I rand Ix ly it.' 

' Beeausi* — 1 und' est ;i nd.’ 

' Make' Dolores undri’sfand t<>o.<. She hax l>e( n so kind ’ 

fidna swalh ov( d, Tuid two \'(Tti<.‘al linrs .s)lo^^<'d 1 lirmselves 
in h'T nuelirad abo\'r thr iiiiirr ('lids of her (^‘yebrows. 

' So goock I sh(»ul(lnd lilo' h<'r to think nw — — ' 

'She ne\'<T (‘oiild. Sh<' eoul<l im\st n i isUliderstai^l you, 
Edna. 'Shr knows y(»u far too W(H.\ 

' And I don't (hink I shall eomr to Uome at all for a 
long tune.' 

Again she looked out o\'rr tho (’aiiipagna^ On tlw extreme 
right of the s'jrw \isibh‘ from th<' loggia tlx rc was a small 
section of tlw dr^tant er.y. d'ho day was ixd yery clear. 
On such a day from Fi'aseF,! Ivonx' is as a (aty hinted at 
rather than a city so(Ui. In tlx- groat p)^- x Uiere is s^sme- 
thing wdiieh snggosts to tlx' imagination tlx‘ eongregation 
of men. Snmke rises, traiKiig ^.vay towar^ls^ tJi^^^kjSea, 
perhaps, or t^ovards solitary M. mt(‘ ^sSiyjde. kkagiie sliajg's 
show tlx inselves, 1)ut as if siiri-optitioiisly. Dashes of whit:e, 
darknesses — are tliose buildipgs ? I'hat* tiny upstanding 
shadow— is it tho <loua‘ of St. Ik ter's ? 

From the kxggia Edna could ixd. soo that ^hadowa ,But 
she saw enough to tell her that Rome indeed was there, and 
.suddenly her eyes tilled with tears and overflowed:* 
e She did not wipe away the tears. She let tliem run dowTla 
deyastated face. Why should Theodoie see them ? 
m? too,, had loved Francis^ 
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An4^1>uf iliA.'uit city pco{;)le wcri’ sa\'ing, and vt’i'ri' o\'e^ 
belii-'fii)g, man and tlic uniiiaii in the I'-'yyia were 

lovers. ' * 


(IJVri’FR XIX 

Mrs. Ma^^ '^TX'.ir \M read 111,- Ifiiiii' Id i/iilai'l\'. riTid sha c<'>ul(l 
nrit* resist < d-rase »na II .i^lliiiL'’ li< r <fiiiL^lihr srra])S i.f its 
STdcial Mh' l-:iH w I'aliiH Nva-^ I )id 'f. ‘anally ii all ff< n’diit 

to all that \v<iit <ai in lhaiH' scaialls, | »' Jil laally, in <\ary 
way. J^nt slajia*! rii ^ ‘>,^>a nsi \ ( ‘ nal nr'.', and an alnLo-,t 
pli\^ical dasii’r [i^ shaid' ll^ny-^. And as tli<‘ wars inafaaxd^ 
upon Iht sla.y\Nas inahia d to yadd nn-^: and iiiori' to liav 
inelinati* ais, wlilFh \ ( r\' innoaf nt and harinh'S.s. 

^JilironyliMrs. Ma^ ^inyliam Ifdiia (‘aim' to lvno\s' ( .f lh'“ present 
(.‘are(‘:y of ]).*|i)r(o. i^'or, as pis'^cnt^'d hy tli<_‘ 7 /n//V and < •tlier 
jiaja a’s, dhe y, ai iy-> out ;^al th- ‘ rs an ino^ in of 1 ). »lora:^ as sin find 
fcrt delinit eiK'ss. an 1 1 n) aal aiiee, \\liieli \'oas i^ielnny fisan tlaaii 
in her < >\\ n ey< s. .she was tr\ iny to ' lind v. aia l hiny to dod 
drying tn lill up s^ai ielio\\' | ta.- \ « ad < *f la r 1 1 f**. S< cis I nhs ( tv 
sketched oiii: lahnai lar aehons fainf lajel . y roi ind ed 
dehancta And Ihi^ haeLyronnd •inipis s * d the A\(a’Id and 
apt)aT(aitl\’ ‘als. I (he I ( • ai la n • new ^ )a pa rs. ()ne examiny, 
towards twi Ml’s. Massinyhani, in la r pleasant, tlaaiyh 

sliydiilv iiH aiop aioi IS \aa<’e, read ogt to la r daijehtcr a j'lara- 
lla: 7 V//n/ ST alh^hny to the : Itfijhiidk’ 

Lady t a^riyn^a Vaai pasAiny onward to tla^ whieh 

te^hcT Wfcs al\va\'> a hinnn' hoiicht'. reTal'sl in Lreneh*a passage 
deserihinj^*T.ady* (^annynye's sl^atiny ftsats at the Palazzo 
Mir^'antu and chssiny xvith an allusion 4‘(» la r powers at 
bridge. ' If JLad y Cannynye draww <w'en a inodei at e]\' gexxi 
partner slie is alrunst certain to win the prize at Princess 
GiaiAjarcljo’s .fortheoining bndgi' tournaiuentd the writer 
cone 

Mri. Masaingham laid down the paper. 

‘ I new. be^re that pretty creature was bo 
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rvmdairif, Edna,’ she observed. ’ And somelUosFl .don’t 
think she looks it.’ 

‘ No, mariima ? ’ 

Mrs. Massiiighan’ took np hcY emhroid‘*n,% held her head 
back, and examined it. . «• 

‘ Of course, she is very femme du motuie. Where is my 
ci?cdlc?’ ■’ 

' Isn't it in your work ‘i ’ 

‘ No.’ 

‘ Perhaps 'it lias fallen under the tjdile.’ 

' Dop t bothrr, little rlnnylitcT.’ Mi's. Mnssin^diam nearly 
always sjxike Italian t^> J'idnn. ‘ (i)h, is it tle-rr y ’ 

‘ I can’t see it. tjiamtna. But w,.it a minute 1 ’ 

‘ Oh, here it is 1 I ha\ e fouini it.’ 

‘ Where 'i ’ 

‘ It was in my work all the tiiite.‘ ! am s.' sorry.’ 

Edna sat dsiwn ap'ain. 

Of Course slc' is Very /ei/o/Jt’ du uuiiulef iMrs; Massinyham 
resumed. ‘ But 1 d<m’t kmos, I sliouMu'l have thoij^rh't her 
heart would be m that kind of life. Do you think she is 
quite happy, Eidna. darlmy Y ' 

' I can't tell. B''rlia]is there are j^it many qn,,,. 
people, mamma. ‘But I think she has a yn at deal to make 
her happy.’ 

‘ Yes ?■’ 

Eranzi knew Thcodo'lc through and inrougn, anu ne said 
to me once that TF!e(_idore 'liad a golden nature.’ 

‘What a curious exprissh_)n, Imt I ipiite 'undem'tand. 
I am sure Francis was right.’ 

‘ He was.’ 

‘ Then that pretty creature rtlust c-Utauily be V'"i,''’-Nfppy, 
That is a comfort. Oh I ’ '' 

‘ Wdiat Is it, mamma ? 

‘ This time my ni'cdlo really has gone imder the table. I 
am so sorry I They slip awnv so easily.’ 

‘ Yes, mamma,' 

‘ Here it is I ’ 

I think I chose w'ell for us, Edna. This loggia it very 
• tomfortable and healthy too.’ 

M arq sure it muit be.’ o 
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‘ H virw ! Not that I bother very much about^ 
that, fji’ after^ll the Carnpagna is laonotonous. Still it is 
a fine and are f<>rtiniate to have it.* 

^ Yes;* 

‘ Iris seems to ][\y p'tor little thi*ig ! I sang 

the “ Cfintava huoLni'*!'* to li^r la^.t nisrht.’ 


Iris seems tot 
‘ “ Cfintava l\u'- 
Was it that V 
Yes. Yoii^krio 


ntava lusigra 

ce>lla Yoeina sua if* iiiif - r lina." And vlr ki I Iv'id d 
said, Tliat your loriihi, X<aiii;i ! \\\'isTdt tUit j 
her, Edna Y ’ 

Thus ^fi’s. M a eaiigliam uas v, ->nt to wliit^ av;iv 1li<? hours 

\vhi('h Iht d:iiielit< r shait j li< r. 

Ceaiuiimlv fdnd ileeiLdi Ivlna 1 )- nzil was of her mother, 
grateful for th<' v, arm aff- oli<ai Mrs. Massingham uneeasingly 
slasw^sl fo wards k'T arr^lwr tlnld is-n, y< t 1 li^a’o wsre moments, 
and not a fo\Ne \\}Hai tlir^iast r<o(‘ up as if (s aijur< si almost^ 
malignly fis-n-wsut of lie- ground by Afrs^M.'isNiugham, as by 
som<_‘ soi^e< T’css. lidiiH misled ii(g merely tho love of a 
lft]sband but tho iiitellri't <1 a man in her new lif.s Never 
had been a /s/s' Z'/e//, nev<‘r aspired e ai .eiously to great 
eulture, (sr learning, ^iit she h;id gnielly and fully entered 
into (‘Very side of Eraneis\ hf's wShe ha<l*lH'( n aeeustomed 
to talk over wath hi^n Jhus'p' nn affairs. Sh<' had worked f'jr 
liim, and al way^^suee<.s',fnll\'. Soniefimes m »w, w hen Mrs. 
M assingham^talked or re:i(l out ysar.^gt'a phs fr^m the IfaU(\ 
Edna wraild tlmik*of tip of Fran<asgand how often she 

had t:t tliiiigs right, would flunked what she had dt'ue 
towmrds smo^tWrgg tla^ wa\' to Mumeh, would think of their 
long V^aan versatioiis by the hia* in winbr when the etiildren 
wei*^Nt^^gae ta laed. ^Slp;T:ne\^ uow’ that s]p‘ loved the mind 
oi a jnan,‘^nd rjot nn iady the mpid of Erancis, but the 
miasculirfc mind for its own sake. New'cr had •she fully 
realised this till now wli^n rraneis was dead. Like many 
othcl's she had tst lose- in urdiT t'l knsi\v. • She did not say 
to Aerself thfft the rna-i'nline mind was linrr than the femi- 
nine, and that therefore she needed it ; she said to herself 
that* because* it was difforent fibm the feminine mind she 
needed if. ^ , 

M]^. . Matsingham unconsciously drew her daughter’s 
attei|ti^U|^[tIiis necd| And 50, presently, Edna grew to 


"II t to wliilc aw :i V 
1, Iwr. ^ 


Ii;) stamattir^ 
V*id done Iris 
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value something in Sir Theodore whieh she hf/{ 4<^tiihought 
much of till flow, the quality of his minder its sake, 
and for its diffrranee from any i/<>m;in'Sy/ 

She began to see many tlr^ng^ withy^r clear consciousness 
of seeing Waan which hitl^V^o sh<‘ had overlooked, or had 
troubh'd mu(‘h about. As a woman sht‘ Ij' gan to realise 
tlu‘ ment.'^l importance of maTi m tli<- life fominine, as a 
moth'T to grasp the value of a worthy and straight man 
in th<‘ biidJing tives of ehildren. (iri<'f, pmliaps, made her 
sell is h in ans rbiin resp^ (‘1 , or, if rioPoct i \ < ly 1 lyit, indiffr-rent, 
And V'd tlie connection that was jirrscntlv established 
betweim Palaz/o Hpi'brrini and tie- laam' in the 
Gius(?pp(: Itm/i was natural <m'nTgli. ll might almost l)e 
said tliat a (h ad man had d< erorP j| \\li* n, ill his terrible 
hour, he tlioiight of his wifots aial Ills (‘liiKlis n's future. 

It camo about tliat Sir d’la mU* »r< ‘‘I x ga i uto ]i\'(^ m the life 
at Uraseati, and naasly t< > rxi't ia tie* l\onian lifra 

Dolores did I'lofdiiig |m hindi r him. Sim.e the d<‘ath of 
Deiizil a fataliAie tiaahm^ra vliieh p' l'liajo sic Iia<l always 
possess<al, had begun to d( \'< |(.p within la r. lVrIia]>s Edna 
Deii'/il miglil ha\^e atteiiuat< s |, . u’ (wsai des| roy( aLil. If 
Edna ecnld ha\a‘ tak< n Dokurc ^iply, warmly, into hciy 
heart and lla‘ family last. ha\'e el.aiiiied her help and synl- 
])athy, have u.< si la r- abo\a‘ all, tlial ! < all miaht, perhaps, 
ha\a‘ beon wa ll. Dolms.s might ha\ e f^. 1 witliin herself 

a generosity . to enablc'di'-r to (saapieT’ her ob>taire jealousy 
of the liansai woman dibeete<l agains! the woman wh<a was 
fruitful. It must haVe be(m hard to (k*. It mighi have 
beeij possildc. 

l>ut the distaste of Edna for Dol.-rrs, 1 ired Sir riieo- 
dorc's sineei’e aetioii, ser\'ed fO (hapou^he ( ‘ 1 o u, ■Pflli z zo 
Barberini, widened the separation Ijetw- en h'usband and 
vrife. " , 

Sir Tliecxlore knew' nr)thing-of it. He did not even sus- 
pect it. Dri the eoiiti'arv he thouglit that all the distaste 
w^as on Dohsres’ side, lie judg'd jieoplr— Avcn women — 
by their actions, and tin- actions of Dolores during that 
Roman spring establislKai in him the belief that though 
she had been sincerely fond of Francis she could never have 
Cared for Edna. He could not ot|ierwhse acc pimt for the 
apparent discrepancy bet\Tyen h^r'peha\doui| i'l'ancls 
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was and her hHia^ iour now that ho A\as d< ad/ 

lir Dolores s<) givrri over to social straetions 
as she Vas now^^ir^' liacf h'^en a good deal bored, rvrn 
worried^Sy her < ffot^'^s to fomi a v al of s;fl( »n in the wint< r, 


but law life then Jiad Teen (|n/lT:iliii< o| peai'efnl, eo 
^vith iior j^resLSi^ Iif^a Tla i’e wa>, li'O'o aa r, tli^ ini 
difference him. I hat now la' wa'. d- linit.'lv e»ut ( » 



wife’s soeial l^ing;^, \\lai'eas before he liad felt it Ins duty 
to takt' a sni,;jl)l<‘ parf in lla in. II'' 'v\as*(h !< n-r iiiia d not 
t() eondeinn 1#F»]’'‘S for f»hingnig into gai* les alnae.t before 
tla' grava:^ had e.oS(‘d o\( i' Ihaneis'a e<.llin. Ihit Ic felt that 
lie n^'ed, na\' tDt he (saild, hn\e riotli^ig d'' wiUi ila rn. 
I)olor(‘s had hei, ph ‘asiire^/ \\ had liis diit\a and lliat lay 
at Frascati. * 
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plieity and e-'riliT'nee of « xtiana' V'-iini, almost ;js to a 
necessary •.a \'jonr. d'he deat^i of law fatlaa had made little 
Vj^'Ia ill. Ib r da/ed and iitao *ni])reh''tid i ny ma' f of a saa’y 
small vd>yd was coni|tla‘a1 ' d wilh fiiyhl. She (s nin'.'ol sd 
tlie s'aldeii di^appea ra ih> D< iizil wilh iii^known fawj’ors, 
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but it Vas e\'idf'n[ lhal A^vla \\as pining. She had lost all 
her aiTFrcis-ixa lar pfi ttv wavs, w.aiM not respond to 

Mro. Mjissingmam's* e( ^a\mg^ aial sed^ictive bla rid is^ina ait s, 
canted to ay and marked In- strange noddings 


of the^head, startling movena^nts, and a \a^»eabnlary <‘om- 
posed nlmost solely of nonsense words, and tiirri' d a cold 
shoulder even fla her mother’s endeavours to claas]' ta r and 


heaxteri her. Only when Sir Theo(‘|ore eamc upon tlie scene 
did she penjiit herself the indulgenee of a faint smile, a half- 
roguish^ h’alf-petiilaiit movement wdAch reealled the Vicin'^ 
whom h(e ^^atched from behind the curtain one tv.ilight 
evenjngl^ fjon^eoibeteti iust haw^ he had felt that dav 
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' and one aftemTOn, yielding to a sudden inpii'se irre- 
sistible ti^nderness. that embraced a dear ‘man a' V eU as 
a Living child, he almnst rrmglfly snateb d Viola Jp in his 
arms, aiei, forged hug the Inst fathej:^ beardless his own 
bearded face, he j)r< ssed Ifis^lips against littl- creature’s 
/small mnyth. And a.s he kissed her again ani again, he 
^sp<:>ke to her in his deep bass vnie(a What he 'aid he never 
knew. His heart s<a nied to eiy eait in<k adnntly of his 
brain. TS Mrs. Massingham, wlm happ-aea^ tn enter v»dth 
her cards for patirias', as he eaifght tlie r\dd up, Vi ap- 
pear/'d to be almost entangl'd in Ins nmustLehe and p<‘>inted 
beard, so tiiiv ^vas \her face, and so (d<'sr\* did he pi;ess it 
against his. Tlie gn aiidne J led' e\j-)e(‘t('L an outburst of 
shrieks, lint vhen Va.la em<Tged s'''e was flushed, and 
wrinkled up her face in a Miiik* tkat wa^ a?m'*st Iriumphcnt ! 
And from tliat nnsnient she^Cj^t Te:ter/’ Her spirits rose 
gently. Her little arts and niinu'e c-xpietries began to 

peep ecit, like srhosdro[>s d< fyiiig he* kind "'earth in spring. 
Her fears decreased and linally \'inish< d. 

Mrs. Massingham summed up the \sh<»le nia w<krds 

not witle mt wisd< *m. 

‘The faet is’ she said, as she^nt down to lay out je:r 
cards, ‘it is as I alwax's suspL‘ct<.‘d, Ihlna. Vi do(‘sn’t (Sire 
for women.’ ' 

Marianna came in. and ^"i was reliit,\.,'itly parted from 
Sir The(M k ^\s she p as b'Uaie axvaxyshe k Miked back and 

cried out to him : ^ 

‘ I wants you eV(‘A^ day ! 


And in her high littk* esiire there was a sohiki m mnoeenu 
desire, and a si iund <>1 h'>pe, p<'rl44g)S als(' an arbitrary^ sound. 

Sir The<H_lore cariax up to fli'X t\\c» wemen- _ el^it eyes 

were shining. 

‘ We shall S( ion ha\L' iioi » L'n , I Lf .>aid< , 

‘ You ! ’ said Edna. 


‘ She doesn’t care for women,’ repeated Mrs. Ma.ssingham, 
laying the cards in ean ful rows and pursing her lips* wdiile 
her forehead sh<iwod suddenly the exaggerated WTinkles 
peculiar to ardent patience players. ' She ct',n’t *help it. 

** I have known «Ten babies in aims that could distinguigh 
between — no, I shouldn’t ha^'- '^ done tbat t wait a 
moipefit ! ’ 
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irjt^^ilence, knitting her brows, and rapidly open- 
ing anaTAultirig^fT larg^^ yrlluw-brown eyes. 

As Sir\Theod<;\. as g<>^ig away that aftornoon Edna 
Denzil wett with as far asthr t< iraee., Tlia bjg motor 

was waiting for him .dtitho top 4»(*Ih'.‘ steps near ^he public 
garden. < ^ 

‘ Thecvdisro,' sh<‘ said and she spoke as if \fith some 
dilficulty, l(K)k.i^ d<:)wn — 'Vi is inelinod t<» make slaves of 
people.’. 

‘Vi! Ridi<‘yim]s U li»‘.rx<‘Iaini<sL 'That mitc^I’ 

‘A mite can hh\o a e«aii[»aet litllo will. Sle/ has. \yhat 
I warnted t^r-say tJ.Miioli |\ ihat wc, ae a family, must mst tr}" 
to mafce a slave of ' aj. >>< 4 ! T just tffouolit of that wdieii 
Vi called out io \Vu. ( iri' f mate ^ pooj)l(; ' 

‘Edna, I ask not to ,s[)r;tk lik*' 1 hat ! ’ Sir d'lies'dore 
interrupte(}. ' IVa^ieis axT J niah i'sf( m ^ 1 (sioh oltier. We 
talkedUhe— Iho matter ‘ws-r*lhat day le- told me what he 
had to pre[)ai‘<' f^u. I k*ld him Imw it ^v*^Ild las Ds) Vou 
wish it to b( ( >therwTsr y 

' Kr'. Hs)\v (Nuild I? Ihit*skll ' She sja.ke almost 

w ith a soi’t of <sbstinaey. ‘ Wo imist n<*t mako a slave of y<ju. 
Women an?1 ehildi'on are ‘:^»t to elmg arid be tiresomst We 
ail ksicwv that/ 

For a nasmeiit h-.‘ hi^»ked at le r almost sternlv. Then his 
face cha’ngod. ITo^^sd b< ou a diplomat, and knew A\hen it 
wans wase to tak# things lightiv. 

‘You are quile right, 1 wjll dof(tid ni\'sflf as best as I 
can,’ he .wnswAed. H]ut Um a1‘raid*< d \'i, and I don’t 
believe I can fmiH^wiysolf togothor enough to disobev lier. 
How'ever, avo shall s< < d 

Thak:^b;rnpe>nm/ ho <ji’^a'o (k^wn into tho Campagna, he 
recalled eve lat Iwilight afyunooii with Francis, 

wEcd^ their • talk had boon intemipti d by the chifdrerks 
return, and Ke had Tiilldon hini'^ lf and watched Virda with 
her fatifpr. And for a moment ho felt as if* his notion in 
snatching up tl^# little om* and kissing her into liope and 
forgetfulness had in it something terrible, S(*mething trait- 
rous. He r^^membcrcd howa.when .die hid her face against 
her father^s shoulder, a knife had seeiyed t<.> be driA cn into 
him, and how, at that moment in thought he had beeu 
unfaithfi^ 
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And that now, in so short a time, Viola sj^lld to 
tiim to him ! There was somcthini,^ too d^^tic,* too fright- 
ful, in th/^ pi rputual transfornia'^ious of The^ were too 

merciless, too unprepared. ^It was as '’if tlu-y .vere often 
deliberately designed to yT’pyh the seals ef nien 'o the dust, 
/Sr to wring from tlie hearts of wenien t^^st irest frightful 
of protest^, the erv^ in which with despair a shirp rage, that 
^is almost animal, is mingled. ^ 

The ms'^"r naased a giant cypress •tret \\hich stands 
sentinel rn the right td the r«*ad as one ah sceiids from 
Fra.sigiti, and Sir Theodore haii an odd thoagfil, ' The safety 
of that old tree comp;ir< d witli muir ! ' And ih»‘ tress llral 
away sm cither siih'Mrai'kuards aa (he gadicrmg diisF, and 
the Camp:igna, v;iguc, full of f.ami oarlb cas^.c^, with its 
peculiar atmosphere <.f <hLniit\a and id r<'manee with a hint 
of ( dd ea\ agery, g.av e i ts< If ti Mid m' »l < >r hke a pi'* y, 

A re]M >rt like a pist"l sh< >t ra i ,g oii ( . 1 h< •( r- e tlie ehauffeur, 

ajgihed the bi’ak'- , and wi'iiiLI' d up liio f.jec into an ex- 
pressiMi of resigiK d contempt that \-v';i's helf i')liilosophic, 
but only half. And iiotenth the (';im]);igna was charig<'d. 
No longer ;i ]*re\' it- had Ix i'^ne- a hiiU''. end ulniost threateii- 
ing po-^(T, desolate and in \^s1 ci-e \Mth lie b;_o'^ and bar- 
baric Sabine Mount ml IS planted hlo' I r< •< ips ;iloiig its fr< uitirT^, 
Sir TlieodoiS' threw off Ins eoat, <>p< le d the door and got 
out. Pietr(» hated to be helped by I juii st er ill anything 
connected with tie lu )tor. So Sir 'kh' - m 1- c'e, ,;n(l : 

'I'll \N;ilk ofi, Pietro. When wsuAe llnided Vfju can 
catcli me up ! 

' Sissigiu c’e ! 

Still AMtli the h:ilf-r‘ontemptu< 'US expressum on his face 
Pi('tr<') bent down to g. t o^t luT'tools. ^ A ie^^^sh^J^eodr)re 
wadke<l on skavlv towards distiuit K<med. ■ evening was 

falling, dii’ingmg its gift of (hdieute romanei^ to watch-1;ower 
and t<i farm, to pine and ilex tree, foAxery fragment of 
ancient ruin, to all things that moV(‘d slowly in tie; v^istness, 
to evers^ S(»urid that lloated over it. Thev^vind Avav light, 
fresh, but not actnully cold. Sir Tle odorc put up his hand.'^ 
Yes, surely it came fronr Ostia and the sea. ^ 

Behind him lights began to gleam here and there in 
Frascati. No doubt a lamp shone over Mrs. Massingham’s 
rows of cards, illuminating her icistakes. Wimt ewas little 
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VioL^ouJ \nv ? And what Eduii ? no^\' cxtraordi.iary 4 

t H. difkdfeiioe uorninu of niirlit ruckus evuty tA\ uritv-fuar 

hours in tlic liU a\d fr,: Jii)g'r,f inan ! ' * 

In the dbtance li^^vcrii iiim AinI Kotiie Sir Throdorc heard 
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a/Ki inriuiu'tmiy, ,.riri (,f lluu- dicplicrds. kliu’-lih. < .f 

birds, som<- ^u.-i7y ,,r Uiirty h.y. iIp t, <-ddi. d lInMu^di Ilia 
sky m.-,\iiiy Alban. . and K a di r.i|.,i. Tb.- hay- 

ricks LokM Ilka j.*f l.|a.> Tm s, sumII. Ii Im an iiiuialiu'al 
SiZ.-. Tfir SMhtary t.,ucr,s llial ris.' Ii- r.' and Ih.av m the 
solitudi.', nan I as. a la 1 aliia.sf' fcarfnlK' a|..r1^ I.'iiny th. ir 
aspnet (af I^.lidily, and is s. mbl. d strait'lit c.iliiiniis .d dark 
siri*ke riielfin,a' gradually aiid*ab..iit to hr di-.|Hrsrd in the 
ininv'jisitv ..f nindit. 

As Sir id. .I’., w alki' I*. Ill I.hI wi'i'ii Ih.- Iniya slratt'lii-s of 

k^-e. iv. ieil Hal land s'dindi lay t.i h ft an.l nyht ol (he 
roiy h-'^was ylad that ,a lyr.' had l.iiiat. Hut f, ,v t hat Nature 
Would not bas e 4..1c to draw near to him with h- r hands 

fidl of ei:ins,.la:.V)ii, iiiystsriou.ds-, and Miii.ot in thdiane.. of 
hu' reasun, layiny his‘ b ars t.. rest tfikmy hmi b. y,,r,d th. m 
for H nioi i.uit, lireathmy mt.. his s. ml Iff r p. i ji. tual imsaiye, 
As I am bi }. t*l h- |. ars so shall eaeh man, . a.di ssnman be 
at last-^aiid ;. ir e\a-r.’ 


lU J.T'tyfv..yl.| Ji. s|,,!v in aer.imi.hshin.r his task 

He Jiad |,,ro walla .1 far o„t iy tlio Campayna alone 

at nightfall.’ ^ Jle liiwOi.it kn.iwn its balm for th. spirrt. 

A shcjiherd pass,., I wilh his. Ho, T ami his biy doy. lie 
waa wlustlmy. Ami his litth- tune eaiiie yails' fr.mi under 
the bidm of his-»broken black hat, whi.Hi was' pulle.l down 
t)Ver his eyes. He turned and stared after Sir The.idore, 
but he rlid not e^ase from whistliny*. Rev.m.l Sir Theodore 
now streyhi^d a lonely road. For a h t/le wliil-s as he walked 
along it, he heard sounds faint and espnced ; a call that 
^ Seemed ^0 from, some f.^rtres.** in the Sabines and that 
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’ died in the shifting grasses; the whinney oU^a ^horK^ and 
those faint noises of evening in solitary pleCe^ wlach, as it 
were, at the same time are, and are noh which seem to be 
known by the spirit rather chan to ht heard b} the ears ; 
then the silence seemed tw him to bV- eopiplete, and in its 
/eomphdeneos tremendous and beautiful — l[1ke die Ludovisi 
Giurioiie. 

He did m>t know^ whether he had walked on for a long 
or a slasrt arne, when he saw' (,)n the h ft side of the road a 
dark and niotienless obje(d. It wnes short, '^'"or a moment 
he thjught it must be a stone post. Then he saw' it w'as a 
man. The man did^ not mo\e as he apfuoaela d. There 
were no sheep about him. No dog moved near him. And 
his attitiah* and immobility were so strang*' that on reaching 
him Sir Throdorr iiuoluntanly st<»pp<dd liven as he did 
. so b,e saw that this man wasThoshe Ikush. W rappei] in a 
dark blue cloak, with a soft and \'' r\ old bivowi hat crushed 
down ypon his hue head, and a st-jiil staff m his hand, he 
wavs gazing with his (‘hild-lik<- blur r\'< ^ into thr night, and 
perhaps hearing strange \'(»ie<-s fr<>m I in.- pwst ; from the little 
farm of Horae<‘ nrar Tiv<»li, from (h(‘rr<ds villa rn^the height 
r)f Tusenlum, fren Hadrian's ws h-rfiil dwelling at Tibur, 
from tlu‘ Lamian (hirdens, (.»r tlie sea-leaise of Nero by^TTie 
W'aters of Antiiim. 

‘ Signor Paeei ! ’ s^tid Sir Theodore. 

Pacei quietly heoked at him, I'reogi rn and smiled. 

When he smiled the whole of him was kind, almrtst tender, 
but the wlh'Ir of him seemed to r<'main a little reruste ; not 
beeause of lus inte ntion, but Ixs'ause lu- (shiio not help its 
being so. He was evidently not.«t all surprised by SiV Theo- 
dore's aiipearanee. Whv slecild not be 

faring at me in the Campagna \vliilr night w'as drawang cn ? 

'Busuia sera!' he murmuifd, still gently^ sifiiling, and 
lotLiug \ ery straight into Sn Thr(Klore\ face. 

He stepped down into the road, quietly joined Sir Theo- 
dore, and walked slowly but finrJy along beside him. ^ If he 
had been let ahmr lir w'ould probably have continued thus 
till their feet trod the pavements of Uorne wathgut littering 
a word. But Sir Thecelore, hke many others, loved to hear 
Pacci talk, and to find liim alone in the Campagna was a 
chauCrc to be valued. Pacci ^pnted the Caippagna, but 
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alwa}^wej4t v'x^n it, and nearly alwavs came out of it alone.# 
He wa^ ablolntcfy indifferent to cranpany, though^hc always 
seemed perft'ctly at hrimc wficn he \Nas in it. 

‘Do you kra)\v ttnl grand <^d f( It.ov (*f*a e^vpress on the 
left of the road g*'ing i^]) to Fra^rffti ? ' said Sir nieodeae. 

‘ Si — si ! ’ said|Paeei. 

The conversation was earried on ni Italian. 

As I came stown tho hill just now 1 \'vidi<‘d T wt re he.’ 

‘ FroTu love of him, or f< ar of esairsa lf,'* inrp^ired Pacci 
mildly. • 

‘ I Vn afraid it was thr latl< rd 

‘ M^)St Fnropfaiis r< all\^ fhin^^ ar^' full of fears. 

People liv(‘ in tli^‘ jasssrut, itnd Ili<“ ])rcs» nt lias tie.- ternfving 
rjiiality of afl achiality. ddio myslias aro d ss cowardlv lie- 
cause they dwrll Tn th' ^i1ur<“ ^^ilh (hxt, or jMrhaps with 
Mad' uina, or it h aiw k1ndl\^ saint doojdv at I adird tn tjj< an 
as they might l:)e attaehod t<> a good sor\mit. Antiquarians 
live chietly in ‘th^' past, and tli' \' again put aside fears 
unc' aisei( t^dy,’ 

^Ifa\a_‘ y( >11 cV'T folt afrai*!, eare Paran V ’ sai(_l Sir Theode)re. 

Pacci ^.^is sil(jnt for a littl<‘ whika 

'The thiind'. rlx >lt s w'tW la^t fall up'>n yio at firesent. 
FfiTgnir .md Summanus ^^■jll I< t na* do a htth* nmre waark,* 
h<;^ obv-TVed at kiiiftl-, ])la(adl\a 'T ha\ e plantei] many 
fle>wers V)etw(‘en > summits (d thf ( apit* >lin(‘ Hill.’ 

‘ What st( -ofl ^hr ? Sonh' [)Iaeo Td pr< >])itijftion ? ' 

‘The sanctuary (jf him wla^ came from the loins of 
Jupiter, •Vrdiovis.’ 

' To be sureT iTio e\ul Jupit-T.’ 

‘ They ndrst allyimvc tjaar llowors, just as the active 
^nuM ha\s‘ tlaar monument, clear of 
su(?h nibbiyh of P.^laz/o V(‘n( zia as»<‘an be quickly carted 
awuftu’ 

' Wquld you n'')t be glad if^Vediovis overwhelmed them 
with jfle of his storms ? 

‘ But if the efi’ains should be Hoodrd ! ' said Pacci. ' Who 
couJd aj:tend to that, when they will soon bo boautifully busy 
joining together the thre<^ pdlaces on the Capitol, as a disease 
might my fingers with membrane ? ’ 

He up Pis broad hand. 

* We:^ must ^ not ask muoh even of the gods of 
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misfortune,’- he murmured, and in his was 

just a hjnt of the gentlest, most innocent safire.* 
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' W liuf iK'Urssifv. 


'Tilt' iiiipf ri' >Uo iK'M'd of IxiiiL," u'rulofiil t(» ^o^/^ (.tne, as 
Kant says/ 

Lifting tii.s hand ti<‘ (|i]o|<(l an alih'^t ^inyiny Voice: 

' ()])s<‘r\ u a man wh* ai liis ,s|i]rit^is v i< >a,t m [ i fTTs moral 

instincts. In the midst of a Itcautifnl oaaic of nauure/in- 
vaded by a full, but calm sense of \'o:d 1). -iny-i, there J^^dzes 
liirn an im|)ermus need to be Lhanlcful te S(a]i'' one.’ 

He paused, then in a mulll< d voice he added : ' 

' And the Cnmpayna is N<ature’s most beautiful scene, and^^ 
pecapled, thank Gtad, only ^vlth memories.’ 

' Some of them scarcely calm 'and beautiful thdugh ! ’ said 
Sir Tlieodore, with a •touch of irony, wishing to tousc his 
companion up. 

> But Paoci did not scoop to h^ar turn. 

■b;ev^. '■ . e b', V, . . • ; /In 
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Hadrian, Cicero ’ he inunnured. 

‘ And Ncfo V ' #rjtrrj(‘eted Sir Tlc'rMlnre. 

Facoi looked round nt him rnMi' r diaqilw 
I always eonnocf th<' llionn^if- of Xcru ^vifh hrautv and 
with cairn/ h in ( I d'4 Tj^t IL' o<l to <;( ) t4) Al 1/Jo tf'l 

forgive hini f< 'r hks^nn^hakos imd his < ri'oiv. W here\ ei’ N( r(* 
is IriLown ts> ha/( lj\id die. and \oij will <lis(^\i_T sorii<_^ 
gh/rioiis Gi/ ek ot'lv. 'I'ln . I'aef [iM\<o (dial in tlic s(*ul of 
Ner( > exjst^al a <iit lo\s- of 1 K-anl and fcinij i^(i I \a' 

‘I tliink tho artdo\.‘ a man is (.fl<n a [tasn.in quite 
apart from the rosi of In-, nal m'< / said Sir dda odorr. '^And 
not expressha; of.it ri< ■(*< ss,-) n 1 \a' 

In fhe distaneo <ait of 4ji'' galli< rii^^ darlnaos I'os.; ihr 
loud and Lay; (a\v of >,onie sli< qhord. Jl s-amd-'d at the 
same time ve ry liii'ea and \a ry sad> hut \'o a idorfnllx' I’ral 
and vital ; •/(> \'italfl liat S^Tlm< m 1< >ro [< It as if il jj inland liini 
ahrupfly up t<.» tho msF in liitmamly, e<*arso, p. i-haps Ijnrtah 
but tingling with tho almost f.iTihL' mtoi^sf (d ]ifc. 

' Men are mwtsrms and should not judg'' < aeli ('lliof/ said 
Pat^'i, turnma his head sLavIt' m tie- dir((dion of the crv. 

' What an omenna \sas in thal sh' i^h' rdh call ! And yet that 
shepherd ^\\y <]osii'('d to ^\pr<o> wliat \\as in him .“^t ihat 
nivO^TMit, and 1ri<'d to do so \Mlh naiad sirflpliril y. Only 
he could not lelp l^oing mvst<ri<ius. loam- (‘ame fisan 
shepherds, but not^.^s^on loano cNar was a]>L' lo (i\j»ress 
wliat shephrrd'* !'( a lly were. And not*;-\a n 1 hs iiionument 
wall be ablr to (‘Xpr<‘s*s all that tho n.^Mhaii Ibinan is.' 

Sir Theod()ia* (‘ouLl not ho|p atnhii;^ al Itnsih last sen- 
teiioe, m whi<'tt^ again a fainl and sijhlL' irons^ glided. 

' TrlNnie the truth, Itmsi,' h'_‘ said. 'I hoar Jlagiiihoek 
has undvptakon t(^^uppl\^a ma^mirhs nt (■< ilL'etn ai of wild 
bea.^ts to^ fbaue vUioji Hieiv is a pla/sjor tin an in th(‘ Villa 
Borghese. AVouldiht you like to bo allowed to feed thom 
with — shall de sav w fhain humyn mysteries v 

Pacei^ooked niodit ati\i‘. 

Ar^ you makrig a mental seLadion, Pa(i‘i ? ' Sir Th'Oidore 
fnquired, at length. 

‘ No, no 1 I a?m a great Ls^xt of ^nimals/ nnirmurcd the 
historian^ ' 

At thiis moment the purr of the mot<*r sounded behind 
therm ar^ Pietro came up at top^ speed. Regretfully Sir 
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^ Theodore opened the door, and, to his surprise^x^acci 
immediately stepped in, sat down, and wefd on .talking. 

' No, no 1 And specially not in the Villa Borghese ! ^ 

Sir Tht odure shut the c}^) 0 ^, and Pi<'tr(j started. The 
strxeng liglds of the niot<ir ijhiniined^tho white and deserted 
y'oad, and enij)hasised tlc' darkness of thy, great spaces on 
^ either hand. ' All that is done should be done in the suitable 
placed went on Paei'j. ' ()lherwiso ugly eoii'usion arises/ 
‘You a];e thaiking that the >1( » .s* mn— — ?' Sir Theo- 
dore beg.^i. , 

Byt Paeci interrupted liini by saying : 

‘ Is there a way ot stepping it ? 

‘ Do you mean thd motor ? ’ 

' Yes. Can you str)p it ? ’ 

‘ Of Course. Do you \\ish me to ? ’ 

' Per pia(‘' re ! ’ / ’ 

Shr Theod(.»re <'ommuiiieated >vith Pir-tro, wlio applied the 
brakes. Pae(‘i d I lie door on his side, got out and shut 

it with a sna[). lie then got up u|)on the sO p, nud prepared 
t(s r(‘sume the eon\s T.sat i<_au n'»lding to the do()r with b.dh 
liis hands and hox ing his .staff tijcdnsl under his I- ft arm. 

‘ Y(»u iviiH'iiilx r the k[i<s'liiig aijg' l that lo ojiuido painted 
in W rr* »er*hi( )\s' '' Beptisni of — — ’ 

At this point Ph‘tr<a midor tie* im|u<'-sion that his pad- 
rone's m\'stcrir)US ae( jiiainf ane<‘ of I h^^JL/i m pegna had Ixhm 
shed into the darkr.ess, .sent Bk; motoi' on nt a rapid 
pace. 

' '' Of Christ ? ' s ad Taeei, thrusting one hand into the 

motor to make sure of Sir ddieodoi’e's attcKo^a, and holding 
fast t(j the d«'or with the other. ' dhia/ang' 1 sto})fe d Ver- 
rocehi(.)\s liriish. Now I — ' 

'Let me st<»p the motor, and tlieii gf 

But Paeei only held inoir lirmly to Sir Tlau'dnrc’s ,arm, 
and, leaning well forward, eontimied earn< stlv : 

' The world said to ad\aince. I don't say it dee^s — -but 
it certainly tra\ els. I suppose tin* period for using wild 
animals ih the way you suggest is one from which we have' 
tra\TUed away. But if a Leomirdo could eax^ve another 

angel on a certaip building and stop ’ 

The motor sprang across an inequality in the r(fed, and 
the historian executed wEat looked like some strange, and 
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perlTHps svmhniir* dance. Sir Theodore broke away dev 
cisivelr shotted to Pietro, wh<> jnillrd up witl^a j'^'rk. 

Pacci immediately yot d<Lvri into tho road, said, ' Put Ve 
have no Leonardo! ' mede* a^low with his hand, 

and disappeared jido \1 Ik ■ niLd#,-^. alkiny with t firm an 
composed tr<aid.| Ihrtro tnriK'd roiuiif his largt^eyes rolling 
'V^ith inquiry, to risk \\ha1 was wanted. ^ 

^ Ma come ^Kiiu'nra //?// qnfstn sipiore? ' he blurted out 
‘ A (Xisa ! A ra.^d ! ' s:ij<] Sii- 'TIk ■< - d. a-e. 

He leaned l^iek in the^iio[Mr and blessed PaceiT 


i 


ciinTiri; XX 

‘ PRTDor has one sji[)renK' nieril. It lak^s j)i»ssession of the 
mind. \\]iile one i> playiny ,aie is absoikr'd and can think 
rd ^rdhing else.’ 

Prii leess M nneclli h;id l)ol(.r< s a reeipe for foryet- 

fuliK Ss one aft(‘rnor>n in 41 k' Pak’ie/M Tabino. Doftres re- 
nifiTTberevl tier v<ads in lhal Koinan qaiiiy, and slu^ found 
there was tinith in the^m Wliwi sIk' w.is happy she had eared 
ve%'' little for brk‘^%^ honyfi she had p)layed sometimes to 
make up a forfr, and l)eeause e\TTy < ^le played.^ Now she 
plawal in order to obtain short p)eri<KL of foryetfulness, and 
she earnc 1o tAink of bridyr not as a pastime but aa a nar- 
cotic, ara 1 tu or it as a womanpn physical pain might 

care fof morpdna. And asjier love for the game grew her 
skill as a p.l^yor j^id^v i'#ereas<bk 

SJie \yis iK)W Tivyiy ehiolly in a w^ald in whieh the un- 
esseritial tilings o lid- arc* given vast inipH srtanee, in whieh 
‘ crazes ’ take the place' of t.tstes, fashions suffocate in- 
dividual desires, and frerdoii^ is a thing unknown, perhaps 
seareefy dreamrfl of. And sin* was trying to tri(‘k herself in 
^'egard to this world. Taken lightly it harl it^ eharm and 
its valu^. But Dolores \vas not in a condition to take any- 
thing li^rrty. She caught at a featlaer and tried, by her 
obstinaiw of imagination, to tuni it into a bar of iron. She 
wayfikfr a child that, holding in its hand a pebble, shut* 
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- its eyes, clenehes its teeth, and resolves that the shall 

become a piece of money. 

ji In her seer^'t miser\^ she dy, and sli(‘ desired to 

seize everytliijiy tin* world "^o slie wiis elin^iriff e(»iild 

|^^n\'e. As ^VLH as its [(^^('.iMns sid- ' jl lisd an a[)])arently 
serious sat . It not (>nly dane'd. 'skated. Ina'd, and played 
bridg's It also listcia d 1o music, dn,(aj-s< d jxilities, daljbled 
in T' liyioiis, and pron<'une<-d indyriMail orV literature and 
art. Onlv' in bridy's howiaar, did n^Au’cs jind now and 
then fe»r a tnnr aliimst <‘( )in])l<'1 <■ fMry< tfuln< > s. Slie played 
neatly (svery aftianoon as W('ll as on nmsl eveninys. ]hit 
on Suialav niytils stc u uall\^ went to I la- iiouse of a certain 
Mrs. l^ddrid yo. ya\<‘ ])ar(jsN \\|iieli Wfcs- n<)t rmly smart, 

but \\s a’' ' sup pt >s( '( 1 to be also impoilantlv brilliant. 

Mrs. tddridy< was tho \Mdow, of a xaay rich Englishman, 
and slw liad tia' rcpulation in dome of Ixany extremely 
clever. She ^^as mid<llc-ay< d, sclf-possi ss.xl, and apj'iar- 
ently yieti\'<'-ninMi<'d, (lioiiyh r<allv mudellcdieaded. Her 

special yift was to put siibj. rts (^i the c;ir[M't aia^ leases them 
there t(.) t»e ;vorried by la r uil' ll''(‘tual yie sts, whit* she'and 
the yu(‘s1s who Were Hot inf- llorlual oat round ;yid assistt-d 
at the If any unwary ‘^xa'son incautiously tested 

hcT by at I < n 1 1 )1 i ny to yo ] a'ofoii i a 1 1\' into the disraissisai of a 
dillicult subjcci s[i<- was oiil of h- r d ptli at oiksw , Newa.u’- 
thehsss throuyli all Eoniaii s(Ha<‘t\' s h . , s sp(»k<“n e)f as a 
very chwdr woman, and i1 \^as (smsh !< red ' ' t lie tliiny ' to 
api'i'-Vir at her Siindaxes. _sh'‘ had (dios* n Sipida\’ niyht f<sr 
her series of i'se(pti<ais tx'e.msc sla- eoiisid* Ted ' that the 
serious int ell' cl iialil y at w hieh di.- aimVi'i was specially 
suited to a day that was a li'^tlo a[>, ^t from other days, 
Rome diil not Ixyh-T alasut sir h a sm^dc ij^slle as that. 
Mrs. FJdridy<-'s wealth and determination had captured 
it, and it ga\ e her a sort of spe(aal nadie in its gallery of 
host esses. 

One Sunday niyht D*. lores eame ratlcT late into Mrs, Eld- 
ridge's carefully d( (‘orat(a] house whieh was in the Piazza 
deir Indipendenza. Wonderful copies of famous Italian 
paintings hung upon the walls, most of them made by a 
Florentine painter whom Mrs. Eldridge had cliayovered a 
great many year^ ago. There w^ere also a fevr gcnliine old 
religiously ^purate^ ^om the rest 
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lightT^ up. The eel 'Mirs of carpets and hangings were sub- 
dued, au^ts're, ljut vrry di li^-ats*, verv ha;’rn<jiiinus. 

Thr few ^apestru s a\ < i-r adfni i'ab]< ■, IIuf fsav' bronze s elas-L 
Cally simpho clas'.ir;i]|y ualrn.^ ( )n flu- Stuin\\;i\' (riaina 
piano nothing ^vas^(■^'( [\ put rx(^]fr^iu'n u*. There wiTu iut 3 
trio inariv vS(»fa cii^iiMUs, iF>t t'><) nian\' Itovurs, lu^ tiso many 
bibelots, licit e\'en t'>M ni;in\^ scia anfs. 

Mrs, hddrida* ^ n-'lc w.t. an rxptiiulc ;iusO ritv, and she 
had becfi ‘helped \mI 1 i lur li<aj.se‘’ li\^s'»niu <aio wHo kiuw a 
great deal niori^ than slic did. 

‘True biauiy is found in erononise’ wa-. a [a\'ourit(^ re- 
mark of lu'fs. ^•Oofid niidake me! |)oii't iliiuk 1 ]uean 
economy of nionry ! ' Aiuf then sic* would (‘oiiiposo luT 
rather largo f^atui’os into an expression nf palueit iioliililv, 
as of one who lia<l eiiduis — i g.Mid d- ;i| (•[ nnsunderstandi ng 

at the hands of a •world ^inalTli' Pi n se t C) t h< ' If 'J edits ♦< ai 

• 0 

^^■hich she usually stepped. 

Dc'.spitc lur au^t<‘^)l\', tiowiasue Mie. bloi idge ivas C'vceud- 
ingly fond ' names ’ and sigait p* <•[>)< , and she li\s_(l up 
to f?er ^vatellW(a'd ^^he[l it <‘;ime ( 11^:101 fie a eled < a’ an 
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In tiie dibt*Hjicu Dijiv/’cs saw Lady Sarah Ides beiuling her 

characteristic head lowards an Incisililr tallvaae She also 
. • * 
sa'vv Pnwess Mancelli, Paeei. Mr. \daTall. Atia. Idioms, 

Coimt i^oc^ara, Pfincess Parelli, and many others whom she 

knew, . She wa5 rather sur[)rised to^seu Lmiy Sarah, who 

ver)" seldlbm wcdI: to large ]^arties. Put slu^ kueev that 

Eldrj^^^ ^vas an old acquaintanf'e of Lady Sarah’s 

iacpily^ was sometimes verj^ detenmned in her in\d- 
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Mrs. Eldridi:,^*, ni a rernarkahL- g()wa'i of brovyn velv^cc with 
bronze lij^hts in it, (eimr rather mysteriously up ' and ^L^reeted 
^(jlores with a earrful irnilation of the Moona Lisa smile. 

' You heard the last riotv ? ’ she ask(‘d, in a soft contralto 

v<»ier. 

' Yes. I am afraid I hn v<-vy late/ ^ 

'The aar has to snypK^ fh' lees-iiot< . Tic; composer, 
M 'ir-^ieiir Martin, desiyried it so to slmeif; te his lararers to 
an intells etiiai a<‘ti\ i1 ' . W hen I w a in (tins m the autumn 
he allowed rne to perc tial'- his n- -w melli^Mh' 

MFow interesting. \\’li;i* i it cveei I v/ ’ 

Mrs. lUdridyc nroed with a '-.udden hint (.d restlessness. 
'Well -tin -Uie -he wi.dc' t'l intrixliiee into musi(‘ the 
• — tlc‘ — not<; the ,la[)an< s.‘ t-ny ayo mlr'shie d into art, to 
carrv it --yes — rv<'n farfli-r. We ha\n too p(.*sitive, 

hi! liert<e loo dcleitxl in nrl e d - y<s -avr must be led 
t< > h >vc iiiilirni li > 11 ^, hill! We mint loarn 1 < > si j y for (sur- 
se/v'cs \vh;it (sariposors a/id paint^a’s roiihl, but nei lonyc-T 
(■/loose to, yi\'e us. d'lcre \<>ii leave lie wliojc meth<Ml in 

a 'She was pr- Tablv' yoiny n» say ' nutshelld bm- she 

snddenlv cheeked heindf and siib^.lifiiled Ysvaitlc tie f()rm.^ 

' Tiow in teres tiny ! ’ 1 l^lores i^nc .d ne 'chanieallv repented, 
loiTiny into the larye f:i<‘e of Mrs. [■'.Mridye with her jfa^o'lle- 
like (yes. , 

'Tic; st(;p forward!' s.iid ^^rs. %-i41Jri( ly<;. ' sVrt in the 

sense of .csthetie ajipr- elation ! 

She oftt ri (jUoted without piittiiiy (piotation marks. 

' Wk;ll y ' she added, lookiny round. 

Her eyes lit (»n a yroup of p(M*plc tabdnc rather eagerly 
at (sne (ocl of tb'^ room under e(»pv ( l(ap)haebs ' Madonna 

del ( Yrdellino.'' ^ ^ y, 

' Ah ! a discussion ! ' sic- (‘xelairned^ ^ Let us join i^ I ’ 

She put a }»luni]> and hea\ ily-dii npled white hand upon 
the arm of Dotires, and di ;w Iwr towards the group. 

' What is It ? ' she said, as the talkers glaneed round. 

One, an eayerdookiny man, an Italian of perhaps forty, 
sprang up to offer his seat. 

Mrs. Eldridge drew' I)olor<es into it with her. 

' Lady Cannmige^and I saw^ something retiny.interesting 
Vr^as going on here, and w'e are ahvays on the ale.st for the 
keen mindfi* The Damascus bjades for us t ' 



THE FKUITfUL VI,NE 287 

loojfed round with her dctETmined, but rather duU^ 

eyes. 

' What is it all about, Donna Flav'ia ? ' 

D(.)una Flavia, a thin, pl^iiri,^ bill \(T}' animated lookinV 
woman well o\aT ft'rty, replied and eneryvtic \njice\ 

‘ We were talkyi^ abMut tho Dinnhi I )rlinqm^nle.' 

LombrfTsc) ! J;iid Mrs. hJdrj(lyc, [u’essmy her fjfind on the 
hand of I)ol()rc.^( ‘ \\ < II ? ’ 

Prima^ss Mane* Hi. c,! me up \sitdi Voi iMlh ai^d st'^»d on the 
outskirts (»f the yrouj», h^t(Tiua^. 

‘ M areo \vull fia\ r it that th' w^unan who sins always^sins 
from one roet motive/ 

' On^ r(.H)t lijotivo ! ' repe^tcuj Mrs. DIdiidye slowho as if 
determined t( t lix t li'' o\pro;.M(.n in Iht inomery for all tune. 
And what Tiiot]\ r ^ r< >< >t m< .1 1 \ c ? 

Love, in SMiae fyrm or^n/e r.' 

The' Italian o]>ea<‘(l bis to Vneak in. P>ut Donna 

Flavia cmitinu<Ml^ NMtb <'v< n Greater <‘n< iy ,^: 

' \ 011 did F'oiit'uul th.'it, Mareo. Ami </ (S)urse ull 
knoyr^ exa<‘t?v what von im ant! ^ ou meant sex love/ 

I 

‘ As a ma>i edways does when In* speaks (tf wsunai/s hnun)^. 
It rjt^er oeeijrs to him that \v<: are (sapable ( ,T affeetiiins in 
which man has no part, into which he dors nut enter at 
all-^—’ 

Cara Fla\ iad \ ehemently interjx nedo the Italian, smiling, 
howTver, with his wh*»F‘ fare. ' I mtist Iwg'vou to except 
childit'D, tjiough e\en th<pv are sdarerly uiieonneeted with 
man ! ’ 

^ 0\i, eivAATen \ ’ 

'Yes, indeed. lynnrik a^vsuiMui w^mld b(‘ as likely to 
commit a eriine f<tr Th< V:ike of In r ehildreii as fur the sake 
even M In^r l4»\ er.’ 

'Her loAn^rT' said Donna Fk^\ i;i. 'And wiiy mjt a<ld 
— or her*^husband ‘t Or do yoij think wormTi mwer hae 
tlieir bitsbands, fcsr ex<‘ellent reasons sujiplied liberally b}" 
thr»se husbands ? ’ 

Two or^three p^iisplr langliecL It wVas tlm fashion tu laugh 
at Donna Elena’s sharp ur d<>wuriglit :jayings. 

' This y^^profoundly interesting,’ said Mrs, Eldridge. 

‘ Wha^^q* you say, Princeas ? ’ 
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^ She threw the remark to Princess Mancelli, wfio a 

tittle ^u'stiiru with her luft liaiid and said : 

fi" Nk'tliiilg. T ha\''']rt ^^I’Msprd Ihu dist‘us,sit ai yur. 

/a sliyhtly satii^jual sniilr ll^ttud uvlt Irt faur. ' When I 

epijl iiuu’'^ k udiyhi ' 1 u (i 

Sliu ylaiK'kd at Mr. V<Tr;dl. 

‘ I rjII It 1<1- — < ii' <»f any man \vh<>m she I* - 'us, luyifimately 
Vtr iu)t, said J)'>n ^faru<) l<»rani. ' IIu F'- ar^ ^jmhuj d< sur\'ing 
hushaiids R m 'Ri Iv'aiua I an<ts<>nus wsanen who 

ruward Ur., d' s* r\ mg.' 

.‘\nd fnr an id<‘a. said l)<ama 1 Ia\ la. ' 1 )m y< iu muan to 
say tha t n< » w nmaii < >iild aimiit a <*i imr ft r an id a ? ^Vliat 
ahr.iit wmiun Niliili^,, . V ' 

' 'Jhr ;v alway-o work in <smn''uti-'n with m< 7 i. I stiould 
contend that, if y^n U(»i]ld tlr-rMiiuhlv l<M.k int<t the rami- 
fications (d Nilnli III, you wmi' I tiad that dIu'V woika d really 
becaiisu of iruai, h( cause of cnUnisia'in uaught froni mein 
comrades.’ 

lie paiisk'd and l<»ok'e<l r<Mmd the circle with his large and 
rather satineal eyes. 

‘ Cnmi’ad'kS ! What a \v< ird that' is ! \Vhat a lot cd secret 
things it coeoTs in the nuaiUi of a wsmian ! ’ e 

4 > 

‘Really, Maias), you are the \ lefini <*f an /dU' jirViy ! ’ 
exclaimed l)()nna l'1a\'ia. ' >u s( 0 .‘ s<'X lo\ c m e\'er\^ actirtn 

of eva ry woman, dkiat aloiird nuinunte, \yi iningei’, uiid tiiCt 
odious Niey/sche - I.h a h in; I d n u ■ n h\ I I u' vv ;i\a h »r \\ emingcr's 
suicide was ;in indie;ili%ai of msanil\ -trax'e distiirlx/d the 
l.udaih'e ( )f y()ur mind, (IHlU'o nuD. Wom^ai ni fr>>ui manv 
nikdikcs Avith whieli m.alkrmty and sexu i- affection ha\'e 
nothing wh.atev ei’ t( » dd/ ^ 

Tc 'ot. ;i1 ( luarlotte (d u l.ay ! ’ sai<l Mrs. lildridge, ern- 

jdiahe.dlv. 

P>nt in the lirst pku'e I contend that Charlr^tte Corday 
did not sm ! ' < xelaim'sj l)<a\M;ireo. 

He was e\id. [lily ]Reparmg to tat'kle Mrs. jCldridge 
Sk'rioUsly (III the of \aoleiit aids to v^'he general g<jod 

of humanity, and the moiwl psyidudogv^ of re-vrilutionaries, 
Avheii a thin old man, a senat<ir, Signm’ Piwaldi, interposed 
ydth these rmiarks, uttered m a faded voice ; 

‘ \Were women differ from men is in this : a w^man is 

capable of committing a^sin, and neyer realising it. i$sj sin^ 

^ r ’ 'Us: 



THE FRUITFUL \TNE 


289 


be^llvse of the thoui^^ht in her heart when she carries out hei^ 
act. A rC^n’s ^r)U(j;ht does not ])lind him in the ^ame 
Therefore more severe jiuntshrm i] t sli^uld be meted out ly 
justice to men than to won^n. h'r<aidi juries are nit 
nearly so ine(ajipf tenJ^ fwr tlu.^r )n as nraiiy peop^ 

thinkV 

^ The thouylil^in Ikt ht'>irf, seriat(‘»r< said DoifMarco. 

But the (hd 4ian had alr<sidy walka d a'vvav. 

' Oh,* he used the I'lyht siibstanrivs',’ saTl Princess 
Maneelli. ^ 

There was a niMUicntts pMU'.'s Sonu thiny eiMu-r i?T the 


r»]d senator's iimniwr, or in hw inafter, had [U’lMlueed a 
eharii^s in the nwntal atm'^*»pli' re. Jhfl Mrs. hldridye b.sth 
liateii and dr^ad* d {saiiscs al lea’ jsLrte’S, Slie fh«>ueht they 
meant failur*'. th< rrf>a<s she ma<!e a mental effort, 

and lluny tlown a »ibj<'et«ai e;irp<d. 

' Y(h.i were s]e ahin,Lf of Iflish.'inds and — and wi\'es,' she 
reniarked, yathariim listeners to )e r uitfTa eiiaailar ^daneca 
' I haye lestierd that diff'T( nt nations take different views 
of •’hat is due from the man to tlie woman and— and eon — 
and vice \ ersa in tie* inarriaLe- statie Xow w liat is the 
Risrnaii \a<%' ? If- re \vo aj are m Ihaiie. I^.t us hasa- the 
Ropriwi \hew of the niatt<Td 

A satished 1(1. »k spr^^ad itself (Svaa' her faer* as she sat back 
on the hsfa by I)oUre#^ Slie had uow cnly to vait for the 
rnt^U'e. For th<» monicnt sle- ha<l f.>ra^'tton Briits'ss au- 
celh's rr'lathtns vitlTtlie Ihanee. X.aisail b. e:in to speak 
quietly toJ:lie Ihane. ss, bendiny to\\ar(R lea’ in his ayi'eeahle, 
half-deferentialt^df-s.dueti\'e \',a\\ yiid D')!! Marco, after 
a quick planee towarfs th< ]iq said : 

‘Even in Roiiie manfs \ <<n th.d mailer are sure 

to be different from tjie wsunaii sd 


Giye us f'lairs, Mareo ! ’ said O'snna J'Ta\na, in a satirical 
voice. ‘ Th< y may ser\’e as a yinde to us all,’ 

I as^m<‘ ’ — l)<ai Mareo turie d ts) Mrs. JOdra lye. \\ho was 
rather sfertled, aoM almost a little confused, at ha\ iny more 
rftental aAivity expect tal c»f her so scaon — ' that \aeu mean 
the Romrn^vie\v of marital unfaithfulness ? ’ 

Mrs. EldSWge had really not meant ainy thing so definite 
as that, Jfut sh^\answered : 

‘ Of^un^. V^^at elise could I mean, dear Don Marco ? ' 



290 


THE FRUITFUL VINE 


(, Don Marco' 

s face had changed 

a little. It 

1 ' 

looked Irfliuer 

than bcfi 

ore. 





f I bclj 

eve in the unwritten law 

— as regains 

rne nusDand,’ 

Ip said. 

^ I 

think ’ — Prine/ 

‘ss Mancrdli and 

Verrall were 

n'alkiriL' a 

Lwhy 

si* )wl\w 

.f-is ■ 

imf/Lithfnl and the husband 

sIk )ntS h 

r, bh’ 

lut jiistinr has 1 

)crn ( 

b nio. I (1 ( Jii 

't say I Would 

dn it my 

'1 • 

stai, < 

•r t‘\a ri that I 

wish 

it to bo (foiio. 1 only say 

^it is sin 

ct jn 

sfit'cd 




' or ('u 

affsi ■ 

! ’i (s»uld Il'U'u 

said 

all thar f( t 

yrni, Mai’co ! ’ 

cri'd ])<i 

iibia 

J'1a\aa. ' And 

the 

Aifo who s 

lusots the urn 

faithful 1 

noband ? 




^ Tliat 

is nn 

ird* r, n< >t jnsti 

» 

CO. 



^IIis ] 

‘attna 

' o ShMian ! ' 

s a 

T)' •nna Flar 

ria swootly to 

thiSSr ab 

.ait 1 

ll'T. ' dhiat m 

'■ans 

ah* ‘lit lira; 1 

Imndrod vears 

in tli'‘ ]’'■ 

a r < * f 

m* .1* Til (;i\ ills; 

iti* *n- 

—and ])!* ' 11(1 

of It!’ 

I^( »ii Marc* . 

lanyh-d. 




' Tm', ,| 

Mv I 

am 111 th*‘ bar 

*l:yF* *' 

1 111 ( .1 n 1 * ■ n ' a 1 1 \ 

a' he rojoinod. 

‘ p.llf I 

hav. 

■ ni< r \m 1 lO - 

Ills < 

ra ■ fia I »[ »^ n 

0(1 to fall on 

1 ivs - 

— ' V, 1 

111 laiylidmu n 

\r h* 

» t In 1 1 L just 

as,I do, that 

tli< as; must — 

c'/rll t'TlIi'y b 

■ I'l*:. 

- 1 * •!' 'LUtsal r*' 

asfiiis — lx; line 

law for 

nvai. 

, an**lh<r f*T 

\r t >m 

tai m this niallor. \Vhat 

W' a lid 

M,lf 1 

M ih ( 1 

n 1 .1 sand sav, d 

i 

* ) \ * 

S’ think, Lad 

y Lannyny** ? ’ 

L? 1 1 < r I 

‘ Oh, 

I 1 1 1 * <1 

I 1 llll 

il: h*' is f;ir t< > 

ri: il 

i: / orN T, mid 

or any oirciim- 

si ari'S's, 

t( t ( Ir* a m < >f d. 1 yy- a' 

s am 

1 ) n .V‘lv in 0 ( 

nmootion rnth 

bis w ifc, 

S-1 t ( ‘ 

Pl.lwd.' ^ 




SllC t 

-b* d 

liahl ly amm.'s 

h I 

hit sho was r 

■<;ally thinking, 

\\a t h < 1 ' ' 

|| an 

d a id d' 1 1 s* 1 i* *1 

] n n ' s 

s . 


Mf 

a 1 1 a f 

\\ . aild 'rh* * > be 

lib<‘ 

? W'hatVo 

nid Then do ? ’ 

^ And 

d s : 1 1 < 

1 1 )< *I 1 na Maria 

, I.a ' 

‘ rr as :i\r\ .i \ss ; 

LI yi ] nuditative, 

and li* 

) \-.as 

' 1 tas 1 Iv d<'\ di 

* d t. 

a I )' n 1 ^[v ro« ). 

' if a husband 

dia\<'s 1 

ns \\ 

1 f 1 ■ m t * > T 1 n la 

Ins 

oi’in Ur', < a 

Ins fKassistent 

iwyh’ct 

V 11 

1 \ * ■ y< -u n* *1 Inn 

O t< > r 

ai}' r*'r h' r, aiyl ayains-t Inin, 

th< ay M 

arts ) 

V ’ 

< 



‘ A h 

il ! a 

j>a!}.abb' hit ! 

(‘\a 

‘lainn'd Mrs. 

I'ddi’iflyo, wluj 

by I'aii. 


a f 1 ( ' ( ‘ h a ( 1 1. t ■ 

* 'ims 

a highly Vilioiont ‘ bottle- 

h< )ldcr.' 






A yam Ora 

I'l Marrsbs fa(a_ 

' htii 

donod, and 

his ufider jaw 

qui\<'ri 

d ft -r 

an instafit. 




' I dn 

* not * 

(Irfriid hmn but I sav that a real 

iv uaexSt woman 

never could be driven into smd 





THE FRUITFUL .VINE 


291 


There I doiTt agree with you ! ’ said a new voice" breaking 

in. . ♦ 

A snudl, tliiri, drird u]'» Engli dimari was the 
' Brayo, Mr. ]jrlt<ai ! ’ said U'cma F]a\ la, S(W‘titiiVan 
ally. " * * 

'An ang'l dri\aai imIm sm iukIit e^rtain given 

rarennistaiie* '4’ sail I Mia Bcllon. * If the ;uij;#l were of the 
('■male S''X.’ i 

' bnt — • ora d 1 )i a 1 ii;i J' la\ la. " Arr* h >, ga ang 

to put us 1 kF .w III. 11 

'bar fr. »ru it ! M n i' ai-' auv- k, and llav' ii.'cd no 

dri\ ing ^}\> r ',i( i . a .pa .1 a a i . d sui,‘ r. I ui isd Mr. B^t. ai. 

lari a h' >11 M u 1 . 1 M w. I'A li a lg< a 111 gr. al d' liglit, 

111'.' baf I li' 1 -. !iia'a’. . d ag.iiii'.l \ ' >u ! ‘ 

'a\nd \^ll.d. :iv<‘ I la < a 1- ' u 1 1 1 B a I a ^ V ’ adasl 1 ). >n Marco, 
turiinig^t«*\\ard^ 1 li.' i^au. 


^*B' " ir p<’' .pi'' iiiaiiag' ‘ ^'v i( li \ ( rv 


at/ s:fid Mr. 


la d I ' » u , 111 1 1 a^ 1 1 1 u 1 and small \ . a '< ■ . 'yB u ( if I 1 a ' \^ a ra I ( ) live 
at all, tfapv mini lia\«' s.ma llimg. mu>t ha\a’*tli(.‘ crust 

< if braaif, S( I it i> villi 111 \ •a Mg' k/ 

And wliat mU'.l tli.'\' lia\r ? ' saal l)'.n ^^a^C(). 

'At i^al a riant . .f aff'.'la.M, if p'..'ali|.' fa .m* th':* man 
\\l*o has taka'll lla ir lif.' mk. lus hands, •Ihit if tla'y don’t 

get it fia .m him, aiid if t la'\' aia; t< . g. » < ai Innng ’ 

•’ Aftl lis iiaina'gl Mi's. Iddralg'' hap[).‘fa'd t.i sri.* that a very 
important aiuka''.a.lr. -s was <mk'i',tig ihe farjhor ilrawang- 
roi >m , and sh' ' g. . Oi|,. 

' No^v, Dfifi ^lala^», what hal^i' VvU to sa\^ to that ? ’ she 
r>bs(Tvrd. mi l -f Kr , 1.1 ;i v. ry .nl uiiral >k_' simile 1 ^ 

Six' rrai\a (l a\va/', and l)..l..i.". r.ko‘ and f<i||<iw.'d lau. She 
wantrd to r.'main, t.) Ig'sar m#ir.'. hut s.iuii tlimg within her 
tiald her lad t<i (T > si). As Mrs. Iddi aha' waait ki CTi'i t the 
al'^bassatln ss It.dortas pauo'd, hM.kmg r«iund fog ar. piaint- 
%ncrs, an(!*her ota s fell uji.u^ a young girl wliom sla^ csa lid 
not ficmembrr ha\ung I'li b' f.iro. This^ml was standing 
cIoS^ to the l^anc'-ss (/'ii''‘lli, and Doh irrs— sli. ■ did not know 
why— looked at her ehisrly, with a s<‘iutiny that t(aok note 
of every^ detail of her ajijv'araiax and dn ss. 

She^j?;yfc evidently wry young, jx'rhaps eighteen, and was 
ver^ pretty, but extraordinarily, almost unnaturally, like 
:>]}.: In e\ ery way she was what is generally called petiU. 
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Her figure was narrow, her bones were small, her \farsr ws 
S(^ tiny that sir' looked as if at a rudo toui'h sjie must Ijreak 
in trvo, ILm' la a.f eisjwiiod willna mass kA y* 1 ]oW hair, in 
tex/ure ]ik<j sjmn sijk, was Hat at the l>aeju y^ing almost m 
a ^raiylif lii^' into h< r ju^ut^- and \aa'v ulnfe la ek. ILu' 
eomj»l<'\]on w.-is marxsTl ' mj dy pinle aifd \ ery fresh, 

very \'irgm;iU 'Uid la r fr;ilur« s vou’e eamsit^hke in their 
ntgnlarity. Sli<' had briylil, '^larmy Igu, < \'cs, nd eX(]uisite 
little liand^ and ef's'k Sim(>l\, hut 1 an ti f ul I dres.sed in 
whit'U sho sFsmI eaa'\ sfill, l«>okmo about la r with an air r>f 
ak'solute s( >s>( ssi( >11 and ;'nliiont aiu^ emTi-itv. Idas 
entirr^aek of ciiri'^sitv^ im|a'< vmiI ] ). Fu'ss y m fa w aii’aljl v. 
It snyg' slrd (‘(ikliM -,s, .'diiiosl hs;i I'l^k la in <in<' sts yokiig. 

A youiig mall fri.aii tlr' l'r< n<‘h I'diiba -sX" eai^a* up and 

spoke to 1 )ok )!'• s. 

' \Vh'» ]s tliat little Lurl ? ' sli<‘pdW(J him. 

^ \vn leli litt k' yirl ? ' lie s;iid, loA.iny around him. ' Thd’C 
are sr> many hlfle yK''|s in lvoTii<n and linked phiio'd e\aa’y- 
wlarsa’ ♦ ' 

' That on(‘ o\ ('!' I Ina’o b\ ld’in<^< s', (tais lli.' 

Tin; J’d-'-nelinian f''lka.\rd lea' 

'Alilkhe said r\pr<o u’v (dy. Hkil that hlfk.-^girl is a 
\a.‘r\^ im]‘)( )rl ant p> rs( >11 ! 

May one a d: \s h\ V 

' She is to ha\a- the luy.j. st dot in Konje/ 

' And that^faet niaku. her importanl ! 

' 1 )o( 's it re d ? ‘ * 

' ( )[ e^ ‘urs< ■/ 

She IS IttUilia I lOujii ai'aiM oiiiiio. 

' A relat ion < d M a rel lesU M. >11 b ■] I I'm i( ih^' yrc.'Lt gambler? 

' The dauyliter of one of hisj'oijsln-, (.iae->nio Montebruno^ 
who married Miss Mullins, the »ail\ <'^ikl*of the Colorado 
oil king. *]Tis Maj< st\' has had lli<‘ go<Ml*ta.de to* die, an'd 
tliat little l;id\^ y ill ew ntual[\' p> > ve ss b Tiou nd* brasnee^ to 
make Midas uneysy in his yraye. For she ak o is aij*only 
ehild. No woiak r die i:^ terriljly self-poss< sss^d. Does^ not 
lier hair glitter Iik<- a sliower of soeaT< igns ? ’ 

' Poor little thing,’ said i)<dore$. 

' But why ? ’ 

Dolores lifted her shoulders slightly. 

‘ I don’t — know I ’ she murrn ureal. 
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But in her he.ivt she rep'-al' d, ' little thing I ’ 

iiujttu r luis a nervous Slie is^hvays break- 
ing d^wn, }im1ui])s undur llu of the awilaiu^Jie of 

dellari. I suj*|h.sc Prinet'M Cur- lli is taking tlu^^ litiiuYady 
outd 

Pni'ij'ess 111 Up willi Mr. \i_‘rral], and the 

hkenchnian|^|M il.< Madunir d«- lhd<r, wTio was sitting 
ehsse by, a\ . f t eluiipr fl|,. ,t, wilh g. f Jiphf and sincere eyes, 
Sfnee Del'as t h.-hl 1 m gnu to pLor briilv'' \h'giilarly she 

luid seen ^a g^ m m | (jf'nl id Priius , Maneclti. Ikdh the 

Prinerss and s[ic wcim MccrcMy < Ling in <;ards jr similar 
eeiooL'ifu ei, and th< \ nr I f.nrh’ .>fl.Ti in tls lusjse of ardent 
Imidg^' I'leyi r^,. d'h'' iMiu’c ', pLiyd a^ a rule mmdi Isgter 

than Dol^acs, but lu'r pl:l^^ \ared litllo. wlurras Dolores 
was ra^udly 1 1 1 f] i]'o\ 1 1 ig^lu r gaiius 

^ D's yn lik^ t!u’S(^*[MT['lf M ‘ said the Prine ess, touching 
the hand of 1 )< 'L a’r^ faniih;ti'l\ . • 

Mia. J^ddfld^u'\ y 
^ Ves; 

' \\ hy le L ? Sur- I v I ln'V :iro \ cry pl-'a.ant 
■ ^d■s. Aliioe, disei]M>uai b\' I|l' \\;i\a whv did you flcc 
fis '1 11 Ut' 1 )' 'Iiiia 11,1 \ I: e <ai(‘ 

• WLis Ihe di'Meisn-'ii g'lliiig 1 • lo hor ; aMOi] \LaTall. 
‘Wash hk<‘ b(Tng4n P.'i'fion h oiir at Sr \ asfopol ‘D Dolores 
daiigliod. 

' Ps'j'hajo* And 1 ni not \'( r\'^ m i ,i^l eodinunt. It is 
ncd my Iiiu .’ 

' Pr>]g'' is \onr linr,' s:nd tlu' Pirncrss. 

' D(.» youT^,all\' |hml: so Y 

' You ha\'' eoroo on a wndrrfiill\a 1 am g' tting afraid of 
you.’ 

^ ' Ywu pla\' far ludtoi’ th.in I dod ^ 

IBut sl^ijll [-yuoii ddu rr are still ten days hcdors' the 
Giamareho toiirnament. Ib^that turn/ you rmiA^ hi* irresis' 
tible. • And I want that jo\S( 1/ 

Sfie said tlifs as if in truth tho prize for the winner of the 
tournament waa tlu' bust thing slur nsall}^ \vantrd. 

‘ I fVonder \Vhat man 1 shall draw,’ said Dolores. 

‘ Not^iyfr. VerraU, I hope. He p>ays Uyo weUd 

V^n^l looked pleaded. He was what is generally called 

^go<^ all round mand^aud had already become a far 
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gTC 4 j:er success in Iconic than Frannis Denzil had evel^ 
been, ^ 

‘ Sificc I ha^'e played with you, Princess ! ’ he said. 

‘ T taiiyhl )'m,i so luneli ? ' 

‘But,' said Vrrrall, ^ ^■d.av ■ just heard from Prince 
Ciainareho tliat one of tho best Ijiidye plavers'hn Eurispr is 
to be ill t lio loiirnaup iil 

‘V'ho is that ? ’ aski'd Dolor- s. 

‘ M itrrlibSE 

' Quih' fru‘‘. rr* Ikls (‘muc Itark ii':i'‘X|f (‘I njly fo R(»nd<\ 
no orir+iiows \\h\\’ sai<l Iknttb'ss Marab lli. ' l^ijf aifr- 
briino is always a Tii\wf( rv rvrn to lii,-. oldest fra nds. ’ I have 
known him all ni\' lif<s a\id \S't la* lO'Vi'r t<'lls ma aiivtliiiijird 
Is he a liii'' hrido'' |»la\'<T ' said D-^ltres. 

' Oh y(‘s, siniyly womhi'fDld r< yli< d th-' Prims-ss. 'If 
you hav/‘ the had: to di’aw hum arfd pley as yP ii (L.) at present 
e^een, th<‘ jf wel is \s >ursd 

' The cards niioht hr ayainst usd 

' You W( *uld w m all tljr sanird 

Priipl(-‘ (‘aine up. An An .li'iaii to sim:^ ‘ Miai rira.ir' 

s'oiivri' a ta \si]\.‘ Dol.-rm riiatk' lea’ \\;iy lo a seat Iroide 
Lad\' Sarah, aim whispri-ed a rrc'^'illy i^Mss'tmg \vifh her 
peculiar b'liman of marui'a, wtiieh had its r^ofs in the heari. 
They sat t(»gether in sil< n<‘e wlnle the Audiian sang. And 
again Dolores looked at the htfle dolldrlc' yirl who was te)‘ 
ha\a^ the eiiomcais ' dot. Sh(‘ had foiiial a seat by rnneess 
Carelli, and she Inteie-d to the warm passion of the S(»ng 
withbiut the slighte-d cuange td expresuon. Jler bright 
blue eyes tra\s lh d about the rooui, h»i»kin ^ froi'ri one person 
to ariotlam, and liiiall\' they r<‘ste(t ord I)o|,.r*s. F(»r nearly 
a minute the w'omaii and the girl 1 )(ek<‘d at one another. 
Then Dolores glaneed Aovn. She feJf -Dniost strangely 
repelled by 'that eluldd as she mentally named Jkw. And 
when the rnnsie \vas ovbT she turned to L,ady Sarah with a 
soft eagerness, almost as to a saviour. 

But who can sa\a.‘ another from what is fsrefained, by the 
Powder outside, or perha{)s by the Power inside, herself ? 
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CHAPTCR XXI. 

Cr.'iARE CAni^i,i,i w.'E Vndiiip tns timo. 

He was pyssiriL,^ Ilii’MijL^li a sfruiiLT'’ p^TirniV^vIiiuh was not 
at all uilI' ^ t< H '( 1 1)\' his niun fruTid^. Tt sunnuci to ttfem 
iiKTudiblu tluat busaiT^ should 1)^^ \'yi1hout«fi woi^ian in his life 
durnig nil thsst^ im uil hs. I, as t h' '/ U( m-I^ I iit disrasver her, 
they w/TP'* u\ <;iituall\' ohIi;a'd t" uoududu that, ^ady or 
('ocotir, ^lu' did II' 'I <':-:jst, Sdiiu <•{ th<Tii eliaffcd Cesare. 
UtJ irrs (Uid' 'I \ oil r» (I t'^jiitd’c I; hii# in some of the pretty, 
and Rot ^'ii'fuou^, ’A'Hii'-n ho arr ] xwjk tually jiassing 

through dtoTies 1 fu toop tlu-ir :u " sldniinourcd (diaff with 
goodd i*in loi n\ r\^r\\ nirnlo yior*; than oneo a h\ely attdRpt 
to*j)retend to r< - [liUiri t(*#fh' ir eiMh av'oiirs. lUit they \s'ei^'‘ 
all agreed at last fhat tlicro ^^as rrall^ ri'^tliing m it. 

During tdio l-^ig irdrigijo \sitli Piiias ss Manu-Hr thr'V had 
yinderstt)od tluir (s.mpaitiou\ situation \(Ty ys- 11. He 
heloRgud to 'the Mains lli.' Tliat \sas sntll'd, ddiey re- 
sjea'tnd^thn intrigiaa and th'-\ all adinii'< d thf Prira'sds 
daspit(‘ lu'T ayn. Sliu’^OiH liad a |)o\sot of rheiting the 
W(*rship of y<'ulh though sh-' did rn'l possess youth. But 
Miisdoug 1\ mg fall^av of ('<' nri had rnad'' lluan g' »ssip a 
great (h'al aynaig 1 1n ai isrh rs, 

SoTRc^ (.Re said lia<i a nii>trus^ in Pails. Mut thal must 
be a lie, Uasausr for rnoiitlis^he Jiad mst goim to Paris. 
Anothnr d':^i;a'd tliat he had f'»und a taa ly eontadma in 
the (;f>untr\, and fad hidd'ai luT ib a (sJIago on tlm <'dgn (_)f 
the P(Sntino Marsluo. j^)Ut 411 sonu* nrasl ( rioiis svav the 
'no' of truth, Ihotgli lud uttrrod. \m11 often irresistibly 
ff»re(' tts.wav intd the minds of mefi. And thus if was with 
th? gay r^mjiaiTidns of (to^^re. X-d one of them really 
brlieved in that eruitadma. 

AJthough tVgv soRirtmies chaffed sare the\' wsre careful 
not to go t<H) far. Cesare was a man \slio inijs/scd a certain 
respec;t on istjier men. IJc secnusl so tiioroughl}' master 
of himsclt that no man eycr trie^^ to he his master, an4 
though he did not ordinarily appear to be ri'seroed, eyen his 
besb friends Jrad long ago learnt that he did not ehrvose 
hav^ his life^ried into any^one. 
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rijs absolute rLticcuce, never deviated fron*|, coneenyng 
his c<innectiuh with Princess Mancelli had taught evTry one 
that Wesson. 

Most Italianunen are ^^gr^fivg, and aIlL‘\^ hat mistrustful 
of (jthers. aiai Ccsarr possessed this trair(>f lha^c<:>untrynien. 
IL' was sti’dir^ rii«.iiLdi n>>t I" taha,^ a e< »n]i<la liOa and, if he 
had a seerd. niily < -i )iisi(h r* <1 it s;ifr so long ;ls i t«»ld it to 
no (.IMS 

4 

Perhaps, a'‘t' j 1h<' lajpliiro A\at!i ^Pi'in«‘css ^Msjnradli, at- 
telalf'd^as it lia.l Ik * Ii. l*v sa* iM <h d*''.pair and IiCe, of 

huinilialiou an<l fuv\’, ('<-.ar<‘ had n<’< d' d th*-,.'' ni' iitln of 
qui(.'S('( iieo, \'dii''h s* ' ne ’ 0* his fraa ils nniiatural. He had 
passfsi tlir'aiL.hi lii'' . and had ls < n lairiad, wial the sears 

that 1 lurni ng 1 1 ' ■ had (sa rra d \'. 1 1 li hi in into 1* an h la o while 
the Prinecs. \\(ait }a’a\<ly 0* n^'^ < t* r Ih'gia-h fri< nds in 

J;^wit zeiha nd. h'ls' suinunr after 'dear rii|itin''' (S^er*' had 
spent eliielly in Ieanh‘rd\' *>n an esIaO' cf ho fatle r's, and 
quiti' a I - ai' ■ w it h I Ir; ei ail adiiii. 1 a ^ ',i i p q ' - d to lx; with 
his [x'o[)|(s bc(S'LU''‘ Ih' A\as 111 llalw and 'ai lhane*' (d'lis.Hi's ^ 
land. P»ut the ]*rin<'<‘ end Ihne‘*' .s |,;,d lx i n ,Ht Sals*:)- 
rnas''gio]’ee \hall' an) ir- »s.i, .'ukI X'lai’' oe i- k and o-ereejr at all 
with their s<.n nVii- M^ai/a, And (<^ar<' had h< < n glad^af 
the sold nd< a I [< ' had f< It 1 he, 1 lx • V* qni r< d it, 1 >' g h nx. a it ally 
and ph\wi<‘all\'. Jdp h*' ha*l not w.ai Jmg.’.av (ait of tire' 
long intngU'' 'vit h Princw^, Mane* Ih \Mt lx ait a gw at > \( rti* ai 
of the wilh and wi'ilxait eMnid- rahl<‘ ijxasvl suffering. And 
his eiaiq*!' fe sc(a('(‘v in t.ho whi'P- matt* r had eo-g Imn (hear. 
If he (saild ha\e t»'ld th*‘ \\holo rnatl* r to a al, a inu(‘h 
older man, liavr (xplaiix'd his situation, 1U\ *■ asl^rd adjrice, 
ha\a‘ hern Isaded Up III his ;► ■! ion 1)\- an opinion that was 
valiialah', Ih'- s(.laeo A\onM ha\(‘ h(<^.i nroat. Althoiie'h 

•* r * ^ 

nobe)dy kl'x'W it, he lead Ijad Jt h'lig inwaid ■'truggle f)(;[ore 
he had eonie t(» the rcsoho f,, t -as e PriiMs-d MaiiiO lli. 
years he had s(Max lly long,d to lie fr <' 1" f* as he harl at last 
claimed liis fresshan. P(a'hap-. he would tx'Ve>ha\V‘ ehnhncd 
it if Dolors, had not e^aix' to Ivonxa sMnxsd certainly 
he weaild rawer ha\'e elainiv<l it ifdw had rxst Aren sia mucli 
younger than the Prineesy ]fis s(aise of Ixaxaur, ai?>sh^WThaps 
also his deference te) the traditions and opinion of his set in 
Rome, might have kept him dragging his chain; But yoMh 
ha3 its riotous energies, its harc^iesscs, abeyve all its pas-> 
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Tint th^' <‘:iirn‘ \\li< n }if“ I'^iclp d gi- Hind ng;iin, t!ir time 

wlirn ’hr '1 '*'^1 “li tip' fr- MT'Ki of otlirrs, when he 

thought, ' Rn I W 1^ ;i]il I le I fl'; C < .o V 

As sD ()fl(n h;ij)[Mi)S .^1 ;ii i 111 I'igne, tlic woman is 

miieh (»lder and in^>re^< sp' rhue. d than thr man. Princess 
Alara^-II^ V. ns t' l^’il'lv j<'al'nis ('f (^ sare. IJrr jrfthjusv was 
feitinded 'wti f'an^ .^nd Ikt f<‘ar v.as based on reason and her 
knov-ledge of She kinav that it nngh! he (ililieult for 

hereto keep (^< sar<e e\'en though shr \sas n (diarming and a 
clever wssrnan. She kiww that slie might have to suffer. 
She risked tlnit clianc(‘. She w^s a woumn \\l)o wa5 ready 
to take r^ks when her licart sp<')ka;a But, in the beginning, 
she had not known ho\v she ^va*s going to love Cesare. 
When she kpew ah that he meant in her life, a thousand 
live^ $ecmed ^ suddenly j,o brtstle up within hei*, and 
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evefy one of thorn depended for all its happiness on 
Cesar^ , 

Gradually he cam<^ to hate her (-niuplrte dependence 
upon. him, A\hich le- Jivaii' d. d in the iKjri'oens about 

him. It exlinust'd It diillrj- theciyusic of life. 

It shut the dou's, Pjiiierss Maiieelli's lo\'e was sn great, 
and,- so cssefitially passi(jiiate, tlial it < >eeaeinii\Jl v carried 
her beverid fu r eh-wTH' se. Sle^ rud uhsavs l^e clever 

vith Cesare, fliMUph f^r l-eig slu' liad been (‘lever even with 
him. She had t<> slieu li'T^-lf to liiin ^oijietimcs not as a 
woman T,f tl le world but sini[)Iy as a woman. And her coni' 
plete and intense dr]M n<h n(‘(‘ upMn him was us a lamp 
whs>se light lu; eaine to ])er<;ei\s/ thui he was not di'[jendent 
on her. 

^ And at last he kne\N tie \M’ong she^had done him. ^ 

The y >ung men \\ho w<‘r<‘ hi. (‘< a>tehiporarii‘S pava-d frmn 
olie lo\u' affair to anotlp r, or tliey marj’i<'(h 1I< lizard their 
trilk in the s-lub, at tlm fbu‘atr(.‘, in th<‘ hunt ingvlu ld. And he 
felt that always theo^ \vas a res<‘r!,at ion in regard to hinisolf 
wdicn possible mani.igos, or flirtations, vr intrigues were 
discussed. , He 'belong'd to the Maneelli.’ He wa^ ('Ut of 
it all. By slow degi’rcs he grow alno st to hate thu* Princess, 
And yet he was grat<‘fiil to her, and hr was accustomed To 
her, and he adimred tier, and she knew how to gisa: tiirn^ 
plca.sure, Bnt lu^ wante^l his frec^lmn. Tie needed it. He 
began to fesd as if hr had alright to it, and, that in luT heart 
Princess Mammlh was porj-M^Vially, and almosb furiously, 
denying him that right, ^ 

In times of gmeat stress peojde have to act in complete 
accord with their natnr.al ctyaracccrs. T^he character of 
Princess Maiios Hi was essentially iiupeibsii , and she was 
not wro>ng in thinking thai in lier nature tlvae was sopirdiing 
of a granite texture, \\dien she be(;anie .mortaUv afraJid 
becuiuse she divine, d her l<:)VcrT secre t and growing rcsBcss- 
ness, therefore, she sought to imp<'sr herself j^pon him^by 
the force of her will, to dominate him by her inflexible 
determination, almost to s<;questrate him by the intensity 
of her love. She hid her new^ softness, her cringip^ torror 
th« woman who loves too much. She show^cd tho woman 
who considers that she has a right to possess, and mla, 
b^csLusc of her attractive force anc^ her pride. 
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TtiLB was Princ(‘ss Mancelli’s natural way eft assepi^lj 
hefsel^in atlilTirult ruoment, or period. / 

The other W(trnan in her scrmrd almost not herself, bu 
she began tn gr^w insistery:. Xevi^rtheless, using her will 
determined }><■ y:rue to4irr- ihc Princliss strove reso 
lutely to hide Miis stranger, who \\iis yet hejself. When he 
heart w^as ^ying ‘ DuiTt des. rt me ! ' to Ce^rc, her manne 
said often,*' ^ are fortunate to iiave been ch(ssen be’^ m 
as *my companion.' In h < t m< aie nts 'sf abandonment t( 
passion sh^- was fierec, and e\'rn m flirm imjx.^ious. 

But there werr lap^^\N. Sometimes the frarful, ^id evei 

^ * 

hymble W(.>rhan eoiiM n<>t b(‘ eoneeah'd. Sometim<‘s tie 
naked truth ^)f her \\as♦sho^vn. Lflit, in tlie main, as Cesar< 
grew' nvfre resth s^ mid< r the y<'ke, the Prim.'ess s( eight tf 
press yt more^firml}' ^pnn him. She knew that the r all^ 
elj.'ver w'oman^holds A mafi to her by (Nsrds that s(.‘rni mad( 
vf th istled'swn. But there was tlie hardnie^s in her eh%r 
acter, the nir in he]’ Ivoman bloo^. Almost iristinetivel} 
she riiAJie(l to find eliains fpr ('<‘^are\ bmding. The light waa 
engaged between heart and brain, aiid the heart Coiicjuered, 
And then I)<dores app'^ar- d m Itonie. 

The peculiar and a’in'-st raiianlie s(. ft le ss w^iieh \vas a 
cTiaraeteristic of the true T)(»h'rs‘S, the ^ )( ifi )r( s imwarpisj, 
had ^nade a eunous ap|)eul f., Cd'sare. Ihit it had done 
nesre. It liad'shotvn him <'Iearly the \s'leFs of his manlejud. 
It had taught hini that this mardj^jT.d had rew^r Ixen alhswed 
^ree jday.^ Tlie true man <»u^dit t*) take, but he had Ijeeii 
taken ; to make the ad\'aner t-ovilrds the saered eitadel, but 
he haei k)e<m (‘aj)^ired. To his restlessns-ss was added a cold 
Self^-C( »nternpt. W hat l^ad Iv-mie hern thinking (»f him all 
tleesr long yearns ? saw irinro'lf at last as a t>r<‘V, himself 

— a *rn^n. It w; a man's business- he said to himself— to 
e^inquer dJie W(gu.-in he h.oa s. ]fiit he had la-en conquered by 
a (determined wsauan. Wifh rewv arel terrilsle eyes he now 
locked upon Prineess Man cell i. That she loved him was not 
enough. Men excuse \ erv' little in lovt' whin they them- 
selves do not lo\'e. And when a woman would turn into 
fire, a m^n often turns into iron. 

Beneath the yoke that presseeV heaWly upon him Cesjure 
began to turn into iron. 

Had the benzUs not been intRome Cesare might not hav4 
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he\^ more^than strongly attracted by Dolores. But when 
he b'c^ievcd that she was deserted— in the senstf' of the only 
real deserti'U] — by her husband he te gaii to lovo her. And 
from this love he dre A' the strerijbli t<> burst his Ixuids, and 
to obtain his fiSs.donj. widi tie- burstiry^j^f his lojiids 

he felt as if, fer^tlie lirst tune, h(' eanie fully ilit'S his man- 
hood as into a nis^at inlierihinee. i| 

Ife lud to rest with it, t(» gvov. ae<‘in,l oimd to it, before 
he used it. The ne‘w (TitieiMu of his lv<>nes vliieh, he (juite 
understood, must be tune d upon hiui bee;iiio' of his treat- 
ment oft Bririeess M anedli, dal m>t serioin.ly aff'cl liim. 
For he was free s>f Ihal '>tli< r eiiiicnni wlneli uis now eop- 
scious iiianloMjd liad eb.ded iind<a. 1 ’liey iniLdit speak 
against him and say he was (Tie I hmw tlr y e^uld n" longer 
S^)eak against him iMssom' h^' was^p.-osah. dhie e* sle of 
^honour ^hI not {HTmanonlly ti’Mublo him, noi beeaiise Ijs* 
wr-s devttid ef a senxr of li>*nonr, hut ])feaus(n in his new 
love, he realms] how .'ah-' th'‘ \'>o.rld’s tandard in that 
matter freijU' 111 l\ is. And he was^ is 't made 1 o aifr'umueh 
beeause he was s.'p,-,-,! bv 1li'‘ rrine''v. M;ine< llhs pride. 
She said last a W'.rd agaiiwt him. \n<l so not wry much 
had bean waid aonin J him in bh -nea 

j 

So the nionilis pass^'d mid ir< h\<d '.'.lili hn freioloui, 
and his laek of frecdtmi; \‘.ilh his lih<al\no[ the man \'^ho 
was no loiig-T b.iiind fa s1 to n wsiinati ny i eounio'd tirw, 
and his laeh^ of lihi i-t y of l la man h- - la art ea n not stray 
because it Js aiieli'Tcd. It S'i himI that he dwilt m (‘aim, 
and his eMiiij'anaaw woiKico d. And tla; Ihine- ^s Maiieelli 
wartehed. And Sir 'ria-'MjMre (’aiinv'ngc 1 egaiT to h\'e in 
the life at 1‘ha^eatn 

Ab(»iit the tma- of the pai'ty at Ml... bjdridghs at wdiieh 
Dohares had s. ('u the hflt- d<'lblih'' gill, liovowaa, (h^^are 
beeamt* awsai’s that his iiimIIkt was oms' na)p‘ brgjpning 
‘make plans ' fur his future. In feinier da\s both she luid 
his father had speRcn \ erv ]>lainlv t-* him \sith regard j:o 
matrimonsg and had done tla ir best to foiss' him to marry. 
Repeated failures liad indms'd a I^ng (pii'-stsaiee on their 
part, and Cesare had C'-ased to fear their energjes. He 
thought that Iris obstinacy liad eomiiieis'd their Inspes, and 
‘that they had finrJly decided to let liirn alone. ' 

. But now he began to understand that somethirighad caused 
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his mother to plan a fresh earnpMiL^m against her sr^s 

eehljacy^ nnrf lliat she was g'-nig to conduct^ it withfless 
frankness than ha<l attended le r pr(‘\h<>us efforts to settle 
him in life. She said imt aiw<»rd to him ah<>ut marr\nng, 
but one aft ' 1 ai, ij a \Nf :irV \mi<'( ^la‘ remarked : 

' It is ss> tirrsMinr' ’ [ ha\'r l)^‘rai ol)ligr<Uto promise to 

ehapar< 3 iM^ nAirl fn tlir (kiUa ni/< I fik tM-iugliTd ^ 

‘Have neanmia ? What girUU a^dv<'d C(‘sare» quite 

unsukjjrad ing. ^ 

‘Little l#rsula MoiitMa'inae ’idi<‘ umtler is ill as usual, 
and (iea^uo came on an • mbae.v al»<.iit il fr<an his eo.tsiiid 
*(_iiergi( ) tut' 1 >ruii^ 

‘ Yes.' ^ 

‘ I tie aight hr was in Nire/ 

‘ l[e was 111 let^' y '^t' rdav. I kie»w (iinrgio se> wcll^ 

that^ I <■( fiildn' t t < -u r of^ iT/ 

‘ Fovci'a mamma/ -^.aid (^ ''are lmidl\a hut ratle r nrgli^ 
geiilly. 

Hir >*rin(“rss was gmenjo roiii| Yi ming, < spe<a'ally in the 
family rirrlr. 

besart^ del iimI |<. the ( 'all aiii/ef f i’s, and tle'Uglit iie) 

lie »re of t he !i la! I ' r till le a i nd t h.i t Im m^ '^lei’ \\ as <‘|jap' T<jn- 
ing DMima Uisiila at aie»tlei’ pally at Mr., t’ Id rely 'a, and 
Jheii that she ha*^ ayrred lo ‘takr 1 hr hlllr Ihiiiy ab^ut ’ 
walk le r till the (aid rf tie* s. asoi^ as p... -r Mmiia Mmitr*- 
bruie* — thr m''th;T -vrar a r-ai)|E'tr wr(,rk, and u'onld ii(»t 
al)lr to t'hl up lew lead f- ^ iieaitlis in all poibahilitv. 
‘And (piite a nirr hM|e tinny/ tier Friia'css added 

lanypidly. 'And^ekaltll [Hall.* 

‘ W hv sleaild shr 1 m‘ si, fait ? ’ askssl (/ sarr, witlerut much 

I c 

interest. • ^ • 

' ‘ Ih she A thr yrratrq hriiess#m Italy. All tier MilllillS 
na^nev is aniie^ tf ( leae’ 

‘ Really ! ’ said ('(‘sal e, \n it ti an air ( d e* (iiiplrtr iieJifft rence. 

He realisra^ that jirrbalrly his iiiotler \'wiS once moi^ 

phrtting to marry him to a big ‘dot,’ but if lew-r (wmiirred 

to hipi that Moiittrbrurio (»r rriryrss Manr- 111 liad anything 

to do watt the matter. I’le believed that tier Frineess/s one 

desire W'os that he should never ?peak to areather wmmaVi 

now that he^had left her. For he knew^ her jealousy, even 

to its depths. And he knewy t^o. that Montebruno w^as an 
I ^ ^ 
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oRlw ana appar<-ntly a devoted fnund of hers. Princess 
Cartel had rv» more idea tlian Cesare ()f Princess Mancclli’s 
part in tli'* matter of Donna Ursula. She so disliked 
Princess Mara^elli ttlat she ves^ld have preferred to see her 
son remain a edihatc rather ^hari ♦sje liin^ marr\" 

because Priiie^o Manedli wished it. But it ^e\ er occurred 
to#her that the Prmcess c<*uld vish sui'h a thif^. Princess 
Mancelli had, Prii 4 :’ess Carulli tliouerht, triei^ to ruin Cesare’s 
life. Such 4 woman C(tul<l not desire to sue the ruin pieced 
together, restor d, by amkluT wonian or girl. T^ie fact that 
Gi(»rgi^ Moutrl auio had lirst j)ut it into rrin(‘ess^Carelli’s 
head that Donna lersul^i might do.verv^ w^ 11 f^r CesarQ> as 
a wife did not vake tie- PriiKass's suspi<‘i( .ris.» Mraitebruno 
was an old fi'amd of so many worn cn that his strang<' affection 
*for Pi'iras' ,s Maiieclli as not sir et^ i in hJonra ]o(>ked 

quite itie;i p;i t )1(' (d a str^'iig aff- et^oiu- Airf his family and 
flic Princess's \Ner(‘ (»ld and almost Irgrndary allies. Of 
course Ir# vas Ir r- diTa I'lK' foirl of lose it*>, Idiat meant 
nothing. And M(»nfet)runo hadcdw.nys bocn infimftt(‘ witli^ 
Princess Pardli, as Iir vsas \sith nearly (W erybody. He had 
never sugc"'‘-^''b b* Iwr tliat Itania T^rsnla s\'a]l^l do for 
C' sare. Ho ha<h- only d' [)Iorod ttio p^ rp' tual illnesses of 
tiis eoiisim (iia(saiio\ \\if(e and easiialK' hint e<l that it^^as 
dang'a’oiis f(a’ the greaN st li..'ir<ss m b'Ome fa lie so 

lo(d:od after. And ha had \\'ei(|ered \vljet|jer Jh’ineess 
1 > 

CareJli woiill ehap'T* caw T doiila to tlra Cal t .aiii/sdtis. It 
W(‘)uld 1)0 th'' etiild's iirst ptrlw and it vas in-jioj'tant sfre 
should apyar uiid< r goog an .piees. ^ 

PniK'ess Car- Ill's minddiad brsm set like a watch. 

And now it tiek< d eui xigoisardw ' Allliour"ii die h;id ‘ gi\'en 
Cesare up ' slw \'>as (puts' read\' to iViah ‘ last e.'iiiipaigu 

against hi^ oba inale eeli]).aev. And 1 1 le A hough l , of littte 
Ursula's immeu,^<' Ohd ’ roused in her tlA edrangt' and u'gdy 
avarice se» ()ften Uianif' sle.l le, li(‘h pe^plr. ]jesl.l(;S^ t»s she 
often said \^ith a dr\^ pl.iinti\eness, Hu these dayc of 
xAmeriean millionaires in Italian is rich. We are all pictuf- 
es(pie ])aupers with hoa! v .naiiiesy ryi ng to j)n‘tend \\r can 
aff(-)rd tlie necessaries of life, when we know quite well we 
^an’td So Princess CarJlli set to W(jrk with a will, disguised 
under her habitual manner of languid indiffererice, to try to 
carry into effect the wishes Hf Prirjeess ManccUi. 
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Women^ave strange lacunae in tlvur jealousies, '^nnccssj 
MancLili |iad locked (onee on the fair hair, blue eyes, narr^^ 
ligure.and flat liftt* head < *f Donna T>sula, and itt once nad 
known that she c<>nld never be jealous of^her. It was as it 
her body had cried th'/ trutli ai'ud^/yj^^her souLhad at once 
accepted it — on^tlic (aYk tice of the b.^dv. It was the w’ay 
Donna Ursulayr head w<ait into her n^sd: that Vd made the 
Princess know she coiild never bu jealous of her. In that 
straight line there was s.sinething c<'ldf unimaginative, 
limited, and hard in a sm^Il way \vhi(‘h the Princess accepted 
at a glance and \Mthoiit nu id.-tl purlev. ^ 

‘ Cesare* shall* inai’ry, and Iw >hall marry tliat doll!' she 
had said t* > hero lf. ^ 

At Mrs. Jddi'idg<‘A party slu“ had hsolmd from Donna 
Ursula to D-da'<«., and '.le' had fep \Ndhin Ic.rself twia ex- 
tremists, Tiko ITe;i.¥eii a I 1 [ < ik slc llioijght. Slu' liad seen 


Cesare luPaiging to tlA ofle— and to llu- oftwr, iee-f>ound 
and fir(‘-l.)oun J. And all that \sas in^perioiis and all that 
was \'ioh j.t \^atllIn h'T had no n u|) to decree tho fnarriage 
fd tlu.‘ doll to tip' man vIp-^IlkI rejected Ip i’ lir<\ For the 
first tilip' sinoo Fesare had abalpt ile d Ip r '^Ip' f* It again a Vrry 


faint thnW nf t h** Z' st < ^lif'- at h'T h'sart. SIio d^am— for 
what, ^vlld dr-sanis <lo not lla^li thioiigh flp' Ip art of the 
wanan \vh') toa o - 1 la < 1 a (juiul: \mp'n of (’e-.ais; learning 
tnrongh l)onna Tdoila vijat h'‘ had thr<>wn a\say \\hL-n he 
brcFo from Ds< tta Manoelh. 

<^<Kut Do), ifes ( \an fi \m g'*' ‘ ! \\ Ipn f d moes'? Afam'elh th' eight 

of Dot .res wfth t'< '.are she k new Viat I h' 'I'o were some tilings 
which no w-tfdan o^ight to be made to endnr's hoA\(‘\aT mueh 
she rifav have sinned. And from Ihis tinu.* she set D^Ftcs 
apart. ^ ^ ^ 

‘ Aj\y one but D' Ftres Fannvnge ! ’ sh'- sael to herself, and 
nio^ (jfteh wIp m she lav awala' m tip* night. ' Ank p*ne but 
D(al' >r«‘S Cannyng'* ! ’ • 

Her*w'(imanA instinet divined the (‘xaet truth of her 
lover's desire.*^ IF* want'd the oppositi* of her, Lisetta 
Man celli. And r^ok.res was Ipt ('pposite, Ip ii th< y had 
sat together irrthe Palazza:) Urbimrshe ha<J f' It almost sternly 
consci<3Us 5f the power of her natiy-e, and of the romantic 
•oftness of Dolores. She had known that she had the strong 
fibre of the rtUer. And then had come to her the thought. 
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'■ ‘ And ! Are you not }x>rn to yield, and to be 
^Wltrrrd, [)rrlia[)S \v< trsliipix 'd Vpv stren‘:^l'h ^ ^ ^‘‘El 

sensation irii [>Mt<'nee li;id slij^pcd tlir<.iiyli her. For soiiie- 
thiny li;id sniely ^ol({ li.-r in that nioni'Xit tie* ro(»t-cause of 
tho ni[)tiire 1 >< ‘t \\ orf^< and liorsclf^ Thoy were too 

inueh akin. In both of them \v:is tho ljl>ro of the ruler. 
Her iiiipei’io’ w sf !'( nyih at l;iNt h:id offend'd dio streligtli in 
I"\ er, Ho h;id loarnt t" liete s'-neOhing that was alni'jst 
of hino^' lf wliielrho ha<i 'In-'-. ■rno( [ in leT.' 

Sho IvTie V 11' ov how Ilia' I de' had h.cii w li' ii siie had striven 


0 


to ruak'; teT y'do liai’d upon I'o^aroks slionld'n’s. 

lhine'\ss Maii(‘''Ih ssaa si ip* r 1 1 aaie. She laugherl at 
oiieais, hut th'Ti^ Avas' ooniothiny' (n lea’, from e*f old surely 
and inoradio:ihl(', \vhioh hdi'W'd in thoni. And Nanna 
fobtered this soinot ] 1 1 1 1 a. l‘j'ifie<os MaihoHi would have 

snuhsi had an\' one hint' <1 to 1: -r ti it ian,..-a[il Nanna cwuld 
piassitdv iiilluone(‘ hor rnind. JhjI ^o il \'vas. Nanna, v ith 
leT e\’( s of a soreo]’o''S and h<'r I'ohof. of dh ast r'\'( as-, and her 
and e\'elu^i\a* |o\'e, nioant a o’' ’"d doal t*) 1 liedVineess. 
And Nanna hdrwawl in oi iions/a U' 1 iii'k ' '! in almost es'ery- 
thing that \Aas ontir'ly uns<a' n f 1 1 le aial (hat '‘oiild never be 
])ro\'od t n ho a ( rut h. 

As th'‘ night of th'' (hamamho hridg ' tournamont fare A' 
el'iso Ih'iiaass ^^an'‘<'lh hoeaiiio d of a e' anuetii ai. 

She folt wa’tain that slio and Doloros >,ould lind thernsehxs 
ojyj'inents n I ho linal strua^vk' for that jewol'on vhieh, txs 
she lead said to M r.s. l^ilil la 1 V' a sir ■ had sot Irr hoart. It ,Vas 
a beautiful j'wsol, a (aiiieardy eut oinorald in a sotting of jade, 
Very oiiginal and very effoidivas ]tnti t he '^rruiCess had 
quantitio.s (d j(.-wo],s. Sho waniod tins mie hes'ause she 
belit'ved that its k.'-.s to l).A''Yos w uld ho laniiious. If she 
and Dol'.ros fouglit for it, and Holoros won it, tliat woul/i 
be a had oiwen for h<sr. In the night, wlyai she couldmot 
sleep, she dwelt upon this idoa till it beeame alnayt an 
obsession. At laie nioiuont slio saw herself waarihg^ tlie 
jewel. At ariotli' T it gleainod in its eurious ]^)ale setting on 
the long and graceful iif ek of the wonian she had begun to 
fear. She resolved, with d secret viohmee, to wir^it. 'Some- 
times she said to herself that probably Dolores Cannynge 
and she would not play against each other in the tournament. 
L€uiy Cannynge and her partner might be put out by another 
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pair long flir linal was rcarlird. Or she, llincess 

ManceUi, nnglit^iraw an inip'»ssil)l<;^ partner and benxait^ 
in the hrs^ ganna Tha chanecs uris- p^aliaps against l^r 
meeting Lady Caniivngn as an advaTsajyn Nnvcrthehss 
she felt quite eriliim that tli% tlin j^wcl wsadd 

e\'eritually lie IjLiwcnn finr and Uadv ( \'iiiii\nigsa 

She gatherssj/ tog( f h<T all her fi.rc-- in th<“ V^^olve that 
the jewrl sh' )uld lx- 

That^ sha play(s}* hri Ir]’ than Lady ('atin*. iiyr kneAV. 
But Lady Capnynga wa'-* inipisa/iiiL: ^‘v<a’\’ (]a\nt ITincess 
Maneclli was able to mark that faci , f(.r lx [\'o ' ri tlj'‘ ii^dit 
of thr Eldi^Jg ■ frr.pl 1 on and the niyib ‘'f thr loiirnaiiirnt 
thry playrrl tog-jhrr msarN raa rv afl^irnoon in ona hoirv; nr 
Rn(»tlir]'. A.*id rarh aflrriKMin it s< < inrd to tla: Fiinarss 
that Ladv (duiny+igr plavrd a liltk- b.-ltrr than the aftrr- 
noon Ix for^a 

D'jIoK.'S, t(*o, wanted to \Mb tllr JrWrl. ]f .she did it W^ollld 

maan a sias'rs^ Hiat she lia(| arha'\'rd^^olll.^ hiiig at vdiieh 
she had d^Jiiiib ly uinird. A poor lifllr aim ! a poor liltle 
uiirnraning sinaa ss ! Itahaps so. Jhit it would hr sianr- 
thing to reach any goal. And if (wars't hii ig she la sally 
want(‘d — iftois' ne( (led \\;^s laln-n fisan he;\ llr n sh'? must 
try g' t soiiie little thing for lirrs* If. A^]e\S( l m pad(U 
She must try to g t tjia t. 

She did not t.ll he. •husband of h'r small ambiliun. In 
her heart, pertia[?', sh*' was rrying ^»yer it a-* a nioth'T, 
‘ueh^?4t of her (‘hild* might ev\' o\a^r tlw ri' >ll---f hat (saild 
stay. She feft Sir Th' oditre's roTnpUt*/ s( par.aliojt in mind 
fre>in all tie' \^iings In \'vhi(‘h she \vas raov (‘oiieefneih She 
even iVlt that Avith e\'ery day he mo\a‘d fnilher aAN'ay 
fr(jni her life. Bnl sla* ii^^a^h? no effoit t'S ](an him. 

For, gften she sr^aiaM tn be consrioias ('f the natyernent c^f 
the ^irrenl nf herjifp, setting away from all that sha needed 
irresistibly. 

She tYied to put all h<‘r laart into hridg*. She tried to 
set all her heart^ on that jewel. 

On the night of th(‘ toiinianieiit she dined ah »no whth 
her huA)and. Then w^as neyrr at* Jhaseati at night. But 
she dined out very often. She had o^/ered neyer to dine out, 
but her husband had begged her to do as she liked in wordfl 
she ha4 not Wrgotten. He had said : 
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‘ RcJ^embr-r, Dnloretta, I shall ne\-cr wish you to give up 
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Sh(_' (li«l iHif clii.-.o,,' to II liini lli< n alx'ut tliu tfjurna- 
rncnf. JL ■ * >i]M ( In n L if Mil'll a f ):Ln r\' ;i ffair. 

'Is it lM'\a p.'irly?’ Sir 'Tl i< ■< h !< ab * a'-.laal, a 

cluvur, lait (»f U'»ur-oy ulSrly u ■> ■!< ss yat I < ri ijtt at sutaniii^ 
iiituK st '■<!. ^ 

' I S' a’ ' 

' Tli'‘ (iraiul I SnpjubM' ? 

'Oh yrs. lie is g siny yary ’A h' Ffs But he ii (onlv in 
Runu'^ f< ir a f' >rtiiiylil v 

'I nut him in th'- Bam| '.lyria^ t* •-(la\', nu't'umy^ bv'ith the 
little B' M:*(‘ara uiu mass c .f ^ xi ►yt Imary yuils/ 

* IT^‘ admirus lu r, 1 1 m lisasrS * 

'I nuai’ly st"y{M(l th'* motor and ImUiu- h hur 'to gi^ us 
the danee of tlu* s<‘\a ri \a■ll^ iti that mar\ < 1 1< )iis suttingd 

' She would litus* burn drljghtr<L And shu daneu^ oeauti- 
fullyd 

‘ Not so well as Man'hesa^ — ~ thoughd said Sir Theodore, 
mentioning a very jirutty woman wlio had once made a 
^sensation in Rome b\\appeariiig os the moon "in a charity 
UtJJet at the Tcatro Argentina. 

' No, How is Theo getting on with his ferfeing ? ’ 
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‘ \V on wUl f. )r such .T chilh. Ihslardi is del^litcd 

with bin>, but far«t('M') innrtial to say sr*/ i 

‘ I suppose he will soon be g'»ing to suho-)!, won’l he ? 

‘ To school ! ’ Sir Theodore said, rallwr sharply, as it he 
were startled. 

‘ Or ds)( S Ednahrusin fo educalo liini ^nt here ? 

‘ No doubt he Aill to s('hool ui Efigland (aa:^tually, I 
think Edna will be uin<l<(l bv nu' ni lie [[latter, as I arn 
Theo's g*iardian. Itut tie r<‘ is pl< iil\^ of tini#.' 

Dol • •res kiuav that she hy.d toiiehcd upon a subjfvt whieh 
already had troubled h' r liu band'^ innMb Hut sonu flung 
in her felt ci^iu-l, alul slu‘ <‘on1 nnifd ; 

'I am sure Enyuas woulU s<aiV bi-- om to a public 

s(‘hook Ifo was su»‘h a th'U'onabi I'ingli dinian.’ 

^ El anei.'^ told im- of his \m>Il (seie* ruing 'I’ln'o b(d<sre 
he died,' said Sir Th-'oilor*^ ' An<l of ('oiirso I shall br eare- 
ful to carry tluan out. Ihit*Tlu-o is (Uily niius S..e i.!s I 
said befona tie r*- is iihaitv' of tmir.’ 

There a short silrnee. 1 )olores had r* slisrd how^ 

fond her Inwbaiel had brc^^aiie of little dde o, h'ov already 
he dreadfsl the nioneait when tho <diild \',onld leave the 
hs'iiie nest, ;tnd go out 1 o bo y i;ido, or marrod, by eontahit with 
otlwrs,"^ wil h sti’aiig' rs w1l> would beeoiiie his freaids, r;r 
perhaps his eie'nie-s, J.)ut who, in any easo, must inthuaice 
him for good or for <^ih If .she h.id gi\s n leT husband 
a Son — ah! lu^w^ difforent e\aT\'thu;g \'.ould h^ve beim ! 
Juo\\‘^dieo(b.»re Would ha\'e worship^t'd lea^as the mother 
c»f his S(sn, tlio’gi\( r to him of tho^gr<#Lt gift le- had always 
longed fori Suie h;iE d hllh' TIu o m h'T husband’s life. 
She C(»uld not lu'lp it. Isdn;^ was Ihlh- Thoo's m<»ther. 

‘What time do you <\i^' et to he baeh. EohasttaV ’ said 
Sir Theoci* »re at last., * 

‘ V^rv latVyJ thinjs,, \Vc ar(‘ g<eng to plav bridge.’' 

‘Ohr 

He ljef[e?d himself t< > S' ane elarer. 

^ ‘ Should you nfind if Tlwo .stayed le rc to-morrow' night ? ’ 

he said, after a minute. ' Ih' eouM sh^ p in th- little blue 
room. Jle has "his fencing }ess(.n late, and Erdardi hws a 
sort of tournament for his piifuls in J:tu' e\saiing. Theo is 
longing to go to it, and I thouglit it would be better 
il ’ 
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cuursr let him sleep here. I — shall love have him. 

k^erhj^s Edna will come too ? 

^ ‘ Oh ii^d oiid Sir Thr'odure hastily. 

' Dors -li-' n<‘y<T eMiiit^ fo Jp.iiie ? 

' Slie hasiid as vst.. Am! — wrll, she t<A(l me she couldn’t 
come t<* oiir aparJme'nf for n l<>nydmie, Ijeeaiise of the sad 
nieUK )ries aiiisch'd u 1 Ml itd 

' I und(Tstan<]. Diaf 's \'rr\' natural/ 

Thsas* was arwtlier pans*-. Sir Elwfuloic leEcd across 
tlie tahlt l\vie<‘ at his wife. She feU cerlain la* had some- 
thmer in hi', mind whii'h he NM-.h- d to speak </ to her. She 
dal nr»t t:now what it was. Ihit sla* su|'.p< >s( (l it must be 
conneetsd svith tla* family at h'la'osnti. Sla* was beginning 
ts) undrwstand a lilth? more es-ay day- - s<')met ►ai' s it ses'ined 
to la r every naai amt - la e// cota*^ ntrate*! dda**Mlore was 
beeoniing on tie* ])<'n7il'^. 'dVha'y er]‘ he and she might be 
talking m]' ^he kia la* wa tliiMmig tla nn And sla* fully 
realis( <1 I haf f la ■ ni^cs' El a oi h ,n • dal f* a lie - D. ai/iE tla* masre 
he would lo \ ( I hmm In f inie Era new's d< a I h v oj/d [eahajis 
almost srcin to Elaod.»ro tla' e\rnl: \‘diieh had given biVth 
to his own real lif-s \o| for a haig tina* e.aiM tliat be, but 
Dot f' m sa w that ]l might be a I la U . 

Although So d’hs'oih .r<‘ i'v ah lit] V had ■< m a t hi r ig, pt^jbably 
imji'^rtanl, tliat la* wislad lo sav la*^dal laU sav it. And 
D^jloi’es put on la-r (‘h>ak h> go fa tla' ( iiamarclio/s, still 
Wond'Tjng, what it wos. 

Oood-nigI i f t d/i' ■' e ' 'she sa a I. 

She stood in sueh 41 why that it W'as impbssilJe for him 
to know that she wwla'd him to kiss h^ r, < glTidly impossible 
f<;>r him to be suro that sla* did not. ‘ 

' But t expect I shall stiH be iipv whenpaaii come back/ he 
said. 

' I sh'all l>e v ery lat/*, I krasw/ 

Whv so spseinlba late to-r.adit 

" I - ^ 

* vv e are having a bridge* tournament. And o‘f course 
that takes time.’ ^ 

Sir Theodore had eonie rpiite (‘lose tu his wife. And she 
believe(l he was g'eng to has s'- tar. Itnt M her VTords he 
made a slight movement away from her. It wai very slight, 
but it meant a lost kiss, 

/A tournament I ’ he said. , ‘ Well, I hope you niay win it.’ 
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As Dolores Vent do\vn thr grrat stairease to get into^he 
motor shc*fclt almasf as if tho oxprr.sjon of her husbfi^d’s 
hope had kilks*! tea’ own d' ^ir<e 

Did she wash an;; long' r to win tl^at j' 's, - 1 ? 


(TiAiUT i: xxir 

The Oiamareh(*s herd m ltda/./'* ('Iiiei t"d:iiig (>11 Ihezza 

• r . • . 

Colonna. Th<'\' teie. (•taho in ^'m'sany, and for 

Italians \vere rn^li. 'I'li'- ld'ine<‘ v,;i. dull and suff<as <1 from 
e'old:^. And ^the '^a ■ a i><> ea.sr’, a ] ile n< ai i- ir m 

unusual pnaaig Italia^o, Ijyi dr^ a- liundsoma a [id suiai^l , 
nnd hadkuMWfi rxa ry ofa- in Ihsie; all lea’ lif'S lia\ang htM-n 
horn a Lanfmi, aitd^a neml-i' «'f l-le' 'Id^' luaneli of tliat 
•aid fane-4U> f.miilv. Aiel Ji-' had he* n adliiiO'd hy a 

\STV great p^a’" • aiaa<a a[>par«ailly '.‘silli tie' a[>pr<>\al <jf thr 
Ih’iie’e, ;Nles had inlheae/a ► ('fl'a! I liat h*' alne^st caasrd 
to eount. S'-^a [';irl\ m Itil.'^/'* i hiai ^’>as an 'a'< nt wTiieh 
brmight ^\hal th'* Ilclir '‘alt d lie' i < iii I - 1 \ "f 1 w ' h'grther, 
are I re »bod\^ who [•< ■(•( in t J ar 1 i n 1 1'at lou r' fu o d il . 

The apartiie ait s in Ih-dian p.dao- ^ arc iisiialb; mmeaise, 
and the (.damari^i<> aoartne nt was no^ rxc. 1 iteaf ti • tlie 

V. ‘ 9 • i 

‘ geilenii’^ule. Muhiludes of p( (.(►!(' who w<i’(' not g'-ing to 
play in the tmirnament put in an ap[M aiflne<‘, but they were 
suj»[>os<'d to keep a w aL rUigeeidy from the great room 
deeorat<'d witli I'demidi ta] >• s| m \^hleh th- Ijridge tables 
were arranged. The, [»la\'e%:; rnb re<l the palae*: iUid dis- 
appea;'ed, \Jiile the ( g r Ve ^ s di'-.jMU .s* I lir< eigli t la' r< '^ans 
to talk, •or in :^dist;yit g:dhT\ lutiuicd to .Si •! 11 /. 7 ,ik> band, 
wdiich performed in a paint '-d ah'o\'l' deeraated with llowernig 
slirubs. JBiit details of the progie w made iikthe t(»uriia- 
mygit leaked out as*tte^‘ night w’ore on, and the plar ers who 
WTre already put out of the handiesaj) emerged to reeeive 
cons(;>lation frt^a Their friendk, fre>m Scluzzi, and from 
an excellent buffet, 

Mrs. Eldridge, who played abominaljly, being too intel- 
lectual for car^,^ was the first to com,e out of the sacrosai^ict 
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romi, with her partner, Mr. Belton. And thiy were shortly 
fo]l)\ved by Countess Boceara, in an extremely bad temper, 
wit a her Grand Duke. The latter persraiage wms taken 
possession of. by his hr»strss, wiule the little Countess w^as 
quiekly surroiuj^Jed by rnxious v<»uii^^ ^len, full of instincts 
that had surely d(‘S(‘( nd';d from the (iood Samaritan. Shr^ 
sat dn\w^ on a hard chair with a gilde\^ back, and looked 
crossly around her. 

‘ Wjio isV‘’iflg ^^\\\, cara Conlessa ? ' asked Prince 
Perrefo, who (lad not enloaed for tic- toiirpanieiit. 

^ 'Chi sa ? ' returned the C'Cintoss, with a coldly bored 
intonatie)!!. 

' \V(11, ],)ut t'il ris wh'- iev' drawn wliom ? ' said Perreto. 
You W(T(‘ honoured of <‘ours'‘ by 

‘ Ilnnriiired ! ’ interrupted ('Mnnt< ss Bo<‘e;)ra, in a decidedl}' 
aeid \'(»i(*e. ' Tin.tLone I ?I'‘- r— ' 

She poured f^cih a calat-gno of the ( irand Duke's 
mistakes. li rb'ps ex pr' ssc ci re|i*'\( (( h' r temper, for 
sh(‘** eventually brcaine a \\i[\r more vmiable, and 
condesi'eiided ts) satisfy the curiosity of Ikt eirehng 
admirers. 

'The Tomtit? Tie’s .t^ Mar<icsa Vere'ti, and Here- 
waard and VriiKVss Ikn hidi ar<^ partieus. iicy^ l.x^at us 

owing \o /ri.s ’ The e.i I at >gn<> ree^'U'cd ndditions and 

arnplirKsitions, ' But of ciairse TG. tta and Ict partner are 
bound to \\oi, uihess l)ol.»res t'amivngi' ])l;iys up as she 
never has till n< ov.’ 

'But who are t^icir partners? Who are their men?’ 
exclaimed Carlo Vitali. ^ (\ira Cofitessa!*a llaming sword 
lavs drisaai you out of T^araji'.e to make a liaradise for us 
poor mortals here. mor(“iful to jis ! T<11 us w'hat is 

going on ' 

'Under the tree of kicovledgey intprje('ted Perroto. 

Vitali looke d cross. lie tried to shine and gp atly dis- 
liked to ha\'t' his effects interce])tcd. lie fed that he 

had been about to say wliat Prince Perrrdo had said. Tl]at 
this was rest the fact did not subdue his ill-humour. But 
wiiile he cast about for a rnot Countess I^occira became 
informing. 

' Lisetta has Verrall and Dolores Cannyng^ has Monla- 
,, bruno/ she said. 
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A Hnmeric^cornbat ! ’ said Pcrreto, pressing his haij^ls 
together ai^l separat^ing tham. 

* Such luck her both of thrm I ' Countess B<ecaarJ (+n- 
tinued. ‘ If only I had had Mont'‘bruri< » or Vvrralh I must 
have viai. I ])lay so inu<‘li bgttrr th:^i D' -lories Caii- 

-iiynge, and alnco.t as \\<11 hs Lisctta, (|mt^ as wrll on iny 
good days. And tr^-niylil I krjow I should haeeyjern at 
iny very best. T 1 it. It is tor. di yiisf ii ly.' 

'It is \s^nr (jwn faifit. ni\^ d<ar C'<-unl'-s/ niurniiircd a 
French attache. 

' Why ? ’ she d^ nuuid* d, k.'d.iny iiit<. his eyes, ' taking a 

" • r . ‘ ^ ♦ 

header tc.^bring up a' e< 'niplMii'iil / ;ts an Ftighdunan stand- 
ing by aftrrwaids d<-o‘rii.' d it*io a fre iid# 

The FroiM*hni;fn leFl h<r <-ycs for a ni'Cieiil. 

‘ La joia fa^t peiiv. % It \% ^our <»\'vn f;iull if llis lupvTi al 
Iligliu s‘ss was not abk‘#o (s .ni^jiaiai all his rcs^ eins s t< .-night k 
'You alasays tult: su<'h ul^<-r U'Ci-uisr, in rr-h-it'vrrT 
exidaimed tlu* C'oUuN's^, in a \ fh'- ',h;i^p (slgc ..f which 
bugnn ts) leu glulk d. ' But h<‘ c, rtainly did }'lay his \Vuy 
v^ssrst f(er sc. me ri ao.n ...r otleT.’ * 

' Of couj'se he dni ! ’ rxcl.iinc <1 \’it;ili, anxious tr. regsin 
his intellectual'] 'Sit i. .n. ' (’'.nt' — a, is it ] m . vol <k ■ O lat 

you df) n(*^t yet kns.w how -disturbing you are 

He^ ^gazpd at In r wa^d. which was einaick-d by a geld 
band not veiw iniieh bigger than a brae. k-t. 

' In L ondon thcA w..uld arrest \'ouk he fold, d softUa 
^ V\h5*?’ asked (h.iintkss IkMssara, takhig am. Tin t ' header/ 
this time ;ntr) Vitalks l.Iaek eyes. # 

‘ As a disturlfeV of tAf peace/ he answ'crech sjieaking in 
excellent langlish. 

Some of the men began t.^ makn small i.e ts on tie result 
of th^i tourifiariient. Jv. <h-y one \sas a^me< (l that Princess 
Maneelli* and \h;iT;ilk g T T-ady Cannynge and M<>niebruno, 
must prove the winners, unless the cards ran m an alto- 
gether e:vtraordinarv wav. ddte great qm-stion nvas wlndher 
M^ontebruno’s known tkill wenikl emmlerbalance Princess 
Mancelli's superiority over Lady Cannynge. ^Vhen the 
discussion ^r^as ifs height Cesrfre Car/lli eaiiie into the room 
alono. He had just arrived. Conntc%^ Buccara saw him 
at once, as she saw at once rrerj young man wb^ Muno 
within the range of her vision. 
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|Cesar<\ come here ! ’ she commanded, 
uWhat is it, Contessa ? ’ asl^r^'d Cesarc^, bendin^^ to kiss lu r 
^ hayleA\ith his air of strraii:^ and manly politeness. 

‘'■A’liieli \v;)iild ve*u Ix't iij)(»n to will th(‘ bridp^f toni’iia- 
na'iil, j^nd r»r ’^)t^ores Cannyuy*: arid 

aif ' '1 oiiiM . • * 

Slw li<)ld Ii'T ])rcttv li' :id 'diyhtly (^n side. Tlierr we. 
an elniM.f ni( .nhrydjk*- < 'Xin < ■ »ii of miodiidf in lea' Idlt 
sleirje lajl fri \'o]< ais, faer, wlndi i a 'Vof lo( .bad thoMglitfnI, bijl 
ra \'<a*.lo( tla d sfnpid. 

ddp' (‘V( ..f tli-' III, I) ]ivr<| I la iii>' l\a's oil saro. 

d^oii know how LisoHa pla\ '^,’ boiiiW^ '- boaa,ara add* d. 
' V'od .said (dfarr aalmly', 'Hut J Jaa'ov Lady 

Cannyiic ''' g 'iia'd * 

l»nt auis'ly -daivcnd von o\aayda'*^d Ian’ ? ’ 

' \< a ii'A . rd 

It doc aid mal-t'']‘ ! W hadi \^lll \a.ii bet on? ^Ve are 
all ha\'iny <air li^lr \sae'']o. la\' oia* \‘vitli nae' 

^dVhy nof AMiat .hall il be ? ' 

Coinif(ws |lo(‘eara lo,L<s| s\'. ifllv round, la* m'c if idJ 

tla- nail \\cr<‘ a j >pr< eia I i no h-r mi .ehaf. ddiat sonie 
MiiyVt eoii'-idcr li fo be in bad liwf-' dal not ti'rajblr her 
at alb 


' Y'ju ])rop,)sr f lit- b iiiis ! ' ^he sa'd in a nionaad, tyrning 
again t's (’<'^aI'e. 

' ( )h Wo ! It is lor \a ni 1 o <‘Iioo - tla nt. I am prs'pm^ 
to fall in \Mfh whabnaa- pr'.p,.-;i| ydi nada d ^ 

‘ Xo, nil! I am^siaf: of al\va\s having m\^ aun wav. I 
wish \a )i] to sngg' ot a bet t o ni's' ^ 

‘ If I ds) yoii will be tiaenigbvour r>wn \va\' (aaaj more.’ 

' Ilmv t]]’<‘sonic y(»n are 1 I ,wish ////// to ha\w your vay. 
Brd on whiada aa-r eonph' \ani <'X]t'kt b> wind 

' l]ut if I doidt know anv lhing .'vb^ait Leeiy Camiynge's 


game ! ’ * * 

‘ I dl I' ll y<ai. S\ii' plays about a Hurd less' vvelj than 
Lisettad 

' I was always a <'lasue, rievaiT a rna tlaanatieiaiid 
Cesare had assume J an expression almost jws miscliievous 
in its masculine way as the Countess’s. 

^ WTiat have mathematics ? ’ sh's be^an. j 

But at tbi3 moment from the bridge room came Princess 
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Bartoldi and Aert^wafd Arnold. Countess Boccata tur:i^d 
eagerly tov^ds thc:fri* 

' Who beat you ? ’ she said. 

‘ Lady Cannynge and Montebnino/ said J:he Prin/ess, 
\Mth a smile and f:i ^ (^liarming g^turc w^iieh seamed to 
^ay whimsically that sh<‘^had no neae'to expect from 
fate. 

She passed on, but Arnold, twisting lll^ riiousfaehe with 
a hand that hr.pand angi'V, said : 

Lady Cannynije is i^laxaiis;* likr — Iw paiOMsl abt^i]itlv. 
Coinme le diabl<- ? ’ succ' -t^ d lk rr< to. 

' Exact]}' ! r no\i‘r kn''\\ li' r jEi}' <‘.eild ko so goisl ;is it 

is to-niglit. Montf I ysiiio, \'. 1 1 l%lio. f'-ld d'^t' an li n;i tion, must 

ha\ c inspired P. f. Wo hadn't a <-li:in<s‘. And \'et tin* (nrds 

wers' with us.'^ 

He staml at CounP’o,, i^.^s-ar.r lap it \\as (wid'Cit that 
fs)r ( tnce he did in >t s.-e h< r 
' Perhaps it I hadikf 

lissas «ii's -,ako d- aid ei\ < u^, u list - -f all \nsur niistal-nns, 
-ilers'ward ! ' spo i n torru j )t < d . 'No'a, ('esaroj Wliem \Nill 
you Iwick ? 

‘The Conto^sa iliiiik-. Ihaia^o,. Munodki and Mr. \kiiTall 
must \vinV ndsa'posod \htali, sp- ainng to (t-,afo almost in 
a w hi'^'ier.. 

IL/ nioant to gi\e (‘.-os’lh a Innf what fo (In in <a'(lor to 


p^l^sase the Csainf' s-. P»uf xh<- < >\ ei h<^ir< 1 Inni pnd ex- 
claimed^ 

0 

' Don’t in^rfere, Eai k . ’ 

But Cesai’o Pad received hi- excuse jo do what ^eiasCly 
he washed to do, and po gripp' J ik 

'If you tlunk I po .linnet # . and*\tiaall must wm, Coin 
tessa,* he Hiprmured,^ wal-p gentle arni^LPility, ' I will Pet 
against rtiem, of*cs»urs^a’, 

' But ’ 

I wdlLhet you a hundred lire to fifty, or a ria>u-an(l lire 
ter^ve hundred, that Lady Cannynge and Montohnino vmh 
the prized 

‘ I never said I* thought Likdta Mould win 1 ’ said the 
Countess almost viciously. 

‘ Contessa j ’ a small chorus <d pridest arose. 

" Will yoii,Va]^p my bvi ? ’ said Cesare. 
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i Very well ! A thousand to five hur/dred. But T 
er ' 

Cantessa ! Contessa ! ’ said the chorus, almost houch4 
and led hy Pero^to. 

'A thousand to fi vet liundr^d tliat ^^ady Cannynge anrl 
M( .nt' l>ruii< > ar(^*tho winne rs in 'lIk' final ! ’ said Ct sare, in 
linn aiK^’ inexpressive voie(e 

And hrfdre tie- { \ Hint < ss Cdi lid say an< .tie r W( )rd, he turned 
and v'alk* 'd a\v 

' \'W'ia1 a ni‘)nle'\^ ^te‘ is ! ’ h- w;is tlindpny. 

Did she reall\' sijyt'cU hi^ s<(T-t‘/ lh‘ did not feel sur(' 
e»f that, rr<>h:il»ly she onl}' yiirsscd that li<' adnnrs'd Lady 
CannvnLe‘'s a]>p'svsaiie'‘, and#h. idi<“d t(pfind ^ut if tlvre was 
anythiny iM'hind her ym ss. ]]< h;id h- - Ci s< > eareful, had 
held his drsiisv, Ills pa-sidns, seetiediVly in Lejsh. But 'sh ! 
th“se eur-''(l wntehiny fVo' <*f Oe* W'add ! 

* He* (Uitcis'd a Miialh out \'cry hiyh and eireular 
room, vliieh v.^'^ used l»y ( iianiareln » as a srneking- 
ro(‘)?n. Idii'is' 'v'.as n')h'Hl\' in it, lie sat (U'wn and lit a 

I 

ciyan I t^a 

ddus eternal j^rud' ims I Ills ha e f^r Ddhsres was aeeumu- 
lativy in it as the nidHey aniin<*r aeeiifnulates during 
a haiy ^llIJ^rfiy. Ife (sanpereil his serreey witlf wliat la' 
belles ed to be the alnidst blatantr indifference eminion 
( »f Sir Idieod. ire, and if sn aned I <» tain that he was as delicate 
as Sir Vh''Mli.re \fa> ind'heate in a('lien.' Wdiy was heso 
rrslr;iined? ' Was 11 fidin f sar of 'Jasi tta? \v<iula 

she — what couM sle^ rm if h<“ sh<»wed liis hwe for arnsther 
wsiui.'in? 1T'‘ kiiew^ a^; he sat IlieiL alme, tliat sitmething 
in Ddldi'es liad inyarecl his eaulinn, tie- haig restraint which 
was b( giiHiina p, Pirhure hi^s liery, natiii’e. Semething 
delicate and i nyst' rif >i is in Iwr phrsiy lal i fy had made him 
very delie.iP, \'erv seiaet in relatc^n^ to hi^r. Ilr^did not 
think slw lii\-ed him. After his experi<*nce with Princess 

M luic'lli 1 1 ' ■ al 1 1 u ixl- ailiTid thr siift al'nifiicss nf, DulorfS. 

It set a task b' f' c’e Inin. Hr lia<l tn w Higher. The morality 
of the wlasle (jiiesti.in di<l not trouble him at all. To his hot 
bh'od it seemed quite unnatural that a wsgnaiT as young, 
and as beautiful, Dolores, should hve a loveless hfc. It 
was her right to have a lover if her husband ^eglccted her 
tor another woman, ' 
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r 

g Jn a 


Ever}^ one l^^iew that Sir Theodore's motor was for 
traversing 4he Cainf>agria to Frascati. 

And now, a! tliis moment, ' mamin.t ’ began once ttg 
matrimonial campeign ngainst him — sare ! At was a 
IS if she had di\nnt^ J;liat her son'.f lc ;irt h^d hxed* itself-— 
'Ahe would have said ' agaili ’ — on a maiTfsd woman. She 
was there to-night ^vitli h^ema Th’uila. 

Cesare mos^sl r<'stle;>^l\e knoe]-.^ d \\\r adi off his cigarette, 
threw one 4eg across the (gle r. lh>\\ \\r k.ng< (1 to l)Hjst all 
the bonds of etapyl all 1 rand-. < d c< wn <nf ec)^ t(^ cateh 
up D(dores in his arms and <\ari’V Ic r away fr<»m the watchirn^ 


eyes, f r r>r^i e v e r y b m (* 1 \e 
his imagination, tli^' w 
nnjuth, tlie lon^ seadi* 
it — svith Dolf^es ! 


d’h'- It ail lie- Marslh 

lid, 0» pi 

ac. He low'd th<.‘ <1 


eanio bidore 
lers, tie- ri\^er 
p^.n. To have 


Would she beat Lis^tta 

He t<.)es, like PriiM‘( ss Miuiraii. b 


:an t< 


combat of cards ;fs strang' h 


» think of thal 
imp'Utaiil , y x'gaii to fi.'el as 

if its result w#uld b*' ominous. If l)M|,)r< s w<»n, tle.n Lisetta 

% • 

■H^is e'SiipuereiJ. Was she n<*t alre ady e<aepa red by Dolores 
in another battk' ? K<»r f.n^ tla had f-aight for his heart, 
had fought lit:^ a tigis -, to k'‘<j> hum ^ 

Quite ?un])ly (b '.are aeluiM\\tdg' 1 in his thought Hh 
supreijie value in the lif^ ui Li ^etta. ITe w-ts not speeiiilk^ i 
conceited, jjeihap^, but lc*knew \a t\' wa ll that most woii, 
e^i’sidered him u1 liis viaith, str'Uig'h, tigour, at^ra(‘ti 
aesirabl^^ He was not inclin' d t<s s' If-depreeTati' an Tliht 
sort of thing*in his \hew was unmanh'. ^lle was (juite sure 
that a gi’C'at mato' women in Ihane sreretK^ wanteil him. 

He set Iholores a[>art fisan ^ii lli'ise wsaren. He ]o\^ed 
her, but not because %she h;i^l ch'»s(^n him out, lx eause she 
harl meant 4uTn to lo^e iter, heeausr sly* ha'i wanted him. 
He had <0 laat;^' her ^w^int him. That was partly wTy he 
loved her.* 

Soon the Roman si'ason w'oiild he o\'er. All these peojdc, 
w]|o now W'ere crowxled togetla'r in Rome, wsaild disperse. 



Where w'ould Dol 


ores 


g‘> 


And 


wdiere Sir Theodore ? 
Would the*6unyirer be his — Cehare’s-b^ g;purtuiiity ? That 
was what for loijg he had been secretly koping. And lately 
he had heard a rumour that Cannynge was tiydng to get a 
villa for the ^sutumer at Frascati. If that were true then 
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suirly r.pportunity mu^t rnme, ^ady Cannyng( 

coii^entcd t(j go to Id'asrali for the vilhr^iiiatnra.i And thul 
wa\nn>iv than anv woman, with rvcai a tra(‘'_^ of pride, would 
con^ ait I o (h la‘ sii]>])< 'o d. 

\VouH IIh' oiiM ii h# la\ourahl'- ^ ^ \\ <_»nl(.l Lisidta b<; 
brat( n ? ■'-ar< " f' It willnn linn'll strong <'X<at'aiieiit, almroh 

bs»yish, Vlii'di lii,'^ ont\s;iid man did not '-^how. 

A fraud of his cam'' mto tli'- sniolm ig-is .oiii, Jsat d<ovn 
aTid tallu'd to him. Soon aflorwards la got n|>, and onee 
inov' n'in''il tlc' cr..\\(l in 1 ho smto (g dra n ugr' " ans. 

It ^^as g' ltmg lato^ 1 h] 1 no (.n'‘ woid awas. It seemed an 
nndorst'' 0 (l Ihnia tliat o\a‘r\d»od\ woulo awail the rcssult eg 
t h o t o 11 la 1 a ni o n t . . 

Moi’c plaea'iw ha<l c.mi'_' oul fr'aii tho biadg'' room. Pres- 
ent! v tho lamioiir v> < 'nt al ►< ait tlcr't I h' ■ filial was < a i, and that 
it lay botw'''on Prine* ',s Ma/ic(;lfj^ ;md \<aa'alh Lady Lannyngc 
and M' aitobrnii' s 

dde^ httt Woi'jd gathero<i m tlw (damareho apartment 
lu’oh'sscd a ko.ai ovcil-.aii' ait, afal ' -aiego ,1 ii ae '(U jicrhaps 
I )\^ 1 h' 'ir o\s n pro f( ssi on, p is o* - n 1 1 \' b< ( ‘a mo g' nu m cly i nt ei> 
est' d ill, o\aai oxoitod alxait. th'- r<sull. Pho-,c who had 
made wayrs piS'Snd-'d hglitl\' 0. hs'inblo fo^r tlioir money. 
See'eral \ oig \aaiiig nion \sho clung tw llc ir small means 
began to foci roall\' anxious. \nd r<'saro, deep dowai in Ins 
hfiirt, ^s'as c. aic.'id ral <‘d on tlio oun n, tlmugh la* weas preteiid- 
iing to ^alk !'► Uonna Thwiila M-adobruii'e ha\ung b een 
eaptuis'd t)\' 111'' niotii'T <|Uilo (P \(a'l\ and natnrallw 

][(> did nof eai'o for tic littli' thing. II'-rFl'ai |e freshness, 
hor deill-hk'' daint moss del not al I ra< r him. ^ And her ainn »st 
hard :odf-po.scsnon s('( niod to him ropolkait. Put tliere was 
an odel httk^ ih i<‘rmmat i( ai abi.ait Ic r which prevented her 
fre»m bomg a n')bod\g even in his ms's. She scfvned tp him 
ncitheT Italian ne)r Amoriiam, but a doll witljeait natiraiality, 
who, hewvcvcr, know her own xs'ihaa and, not in. a svholly 
vulgar spirih, would [)robably us(‘ lar knowledge to gain 
any little ends sho might cdiaTn'o to ha\o^ in view. That 
might be one of thorn did not trouble him. She ^vas a doll, 
and he was a strong man, who had lost and regained his 
freedom. As to hig mother, she had tried U) make liim 
many before amd she had failed. 

Schizzi’s band played better and better* and Schizzi him- 

n , 
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self was indited hy eliampagne to be f'Tvent on tlie 
as oidy oul«i l)u. lint pun])lu ^\cYr distrait. 

wantid to kft<ov thu rcoill r»f Ihr t* jurnainuiit. Airtl 
nearly two oiiouk in tlu' nioriiiny. 

' I eairt stay an;| I- uiu- I'k ta^d Ik inu* ss Ckrialii, iRMsking 
dark and \vrar\a aiu f' hglHlv I Irawiny d'»'An her Hat luatiiK. 
' Ciaarr, d'» g' ) anj ;i H-: flu- niMf'-r/ ^ 

ikit doc aid 1)()nna lianla \', oli to \'oiil f<a’ flu result ? 
he said. ^ 

He knew uliat gelling' 1^'' ni<»l'a’ f- *r Im niollut \vould 
nieatu pi'i >1 );iMy *at le.isl li.ill' ;ui luuir’s li<u, ( niig in flu- ha^. 
rniiufus Cait'lli wrio feaifnlly iius in all lu r pieui li iig>. 
She wuitid 1)1 in the ul'aikr'iyin for ki^ininuie^, and tiieii 
Would lind lasU \\ ( *j'( Is f(» s.ay innunierahle fri'Uuis at the 
top (af the stairs, pro^sahl'^M the Ixitoni aho. 

' I drakt iTimdk Te^ui'iu ilTlu- i^ih 111 a u'dl sepraiio \a>iee. 
' \\ddat doc'^ it inaltei’ wluT \siiT. X'-iie . .f us \vl 11 get tlaat 
juWolk 

Cusaru ktiik^d det\ n at Iut aliiuot shinOv \Mtli liis largo 
lilaWe (‘yes. l)«aina T. rsul:i ufurned In, gl.uioe. And he 
Ylu'Ught tlial lu r laielil hliu; eyes, lluaieli u u \ [ ire i \aj 
compared \'uWi ino^l pi.ipkd lead'd oddly arlu^iairv. 

A si^dd^i sharp a n 1 a ■ e a 1 1 1 1 1 ag.un-t ilu- Ifl I t - narrow- 
liinhed oreatui'e was 1 m - rn in him. hail he (.nh^ said : 

' I^vill yeiir f^MiVnan, maniiiia. And then 1 must 

lind Countes'' Ik^-oar.i. She and 1 ha\ (.-•a h' l on Uu* result 
•utf the t^inupiieii [. S't w e a id- i u >t akk^t <• Pi* s<1 disinterested 
as yiu ami ponna Tdiwul.-ik ^ ^ 

But surol\' (‘an^atis m to t lu- iiudork liegan Priiieess 
Carelli, drtiwiing out lu-r woidP. ' ('<amt<ss Itouoara ' 

At this moment ttuud- \sys a slight stir, ddie hand had 
ceased playjng. 

Is* it Jinisliisd t ' said seme eno. 

' AVho has won V ' said ;uietlu r. 

Then sereral voieb-s, speaking togrthoi-, exolainjed ; 

' \Vho*licFS won 

♦There waa a g'^'iu.Tul lino I'liK.nt, in winch Cesare found 
himself, quite natoxally, sepavfttcd by Usu i>r three people 
from his mother and Donna Ursula. .He then began to 
increase the ^pjbetween himself and them by his owm almost 
instinctive ejertiotis. Verj- soon they were out of his sight. 
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He fdt that, perhaps for the first time in his lifeylie had failed 

N in eolrtesy towards his mother. But she madden- 

ing simf times, with her plans and her meagre pjots. If only 
she T^aild tave him alone! Suddenly he was coiiseinns 
r>f on ahiv'st Imt ang'T ai^tinst her sueh ‘ 3 ^ nevsw f<‘lt 

befnris and had ikev<u thonyht feeT ^It r'^plaecd some- 
thing thatyhed le/m a amns'Siirnt iij his mind. 

lh‘ wanted tn 1 m‘ let al-eie. Aft<_T all his se ars of close 
hondae<‘ surehe he had a j isdit t«> govern hiimelf and his own 

life, if ,^ilv fora IiMlo uhilw 

^ He looked away to 1 he left and saw ])olor(‘S at sctuie 
di^tane(/ (‘oming dowly in hl^ (Insdioio And at once he 
klww th:it Ak' had Won th'' I'-w h ^ 

Sh'' loidoMl ralher tir' il, aiid th'O'e wak metier fai’O a sort 
rjf strong exoatemcnt, <‘onl I'oll' d,^^ hitdj made her iresre ex- 
pressi\'e (Wen Ilian maiah ^/Idit ce wa:^ a litfla red in her 
ehe(d:s, her l og' exe s \x l 1’(0 i' i [la and le r lips smiling. 
\ (.‘t V'ware tie 'll All, <as fie I'-olad at ley di'awing sloxxly 
near^^r and spe;ihnig to p/M,pl<- licre aiel'ile-re. he had nrvrv 
Ixdore notes d leea pat le’l e '• her exs 's aiel Ist' h[)s naturally 
wer^a There ^s'as sometliing ahie'si ehildedi in both, e\e*iT 
at tlr.s monis'nt. He had lesaisl ])^Mpk' in iman society 
say that she tsas g-'l t mg to k .ok har.l, and add that po (Jouht 
her husV)anxrs (h xotioii to the I'l'a^imti jncnii^r ais'ssunted 
for that fa el . 1 h 1 1 no w he seel to ^ im o -1 f that I )( T )res '^lever 
cetuld lo.y, I'eallx' hard. As -,he (Sinie le aisg Iw saw that she 
was xv< anng 'he jdw/. l set in jade. vMontebnino \^s clo.*^ 
behind lea. 

Cesare made his xsay t<>\\ar<ls heiel 
' I Congratulate' xa.ii on your triuin[>h,' he said. ‘ 

As he sa^v tie* sharp gl' ani of the eneTalel at her throat, 
again la.' f' It as if tins \'ict(irv ws ri^aii innim. 

‘ I had M ar<dies(‘' M(.ntebrimo as nm partner,^ Dolores 
answ'eTeel. ' I feel it is ab.^urel for rile to I'eeeivc congratu- 
lations.' 

H3ut you have been playing woiei .rfully t(»-night, I 
hear.’ 

' I believe I did phir my Ixast.’ 

She^glanocd round. Montebnmo waas farUier away now, 
speaking to some friends. 

* Marchese Montebruno had an odd influence’ she said. 
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People, fceir curiosity satisfied, were beginning quickly 
to disperse. ' , ! 

‘ In whal way ? ’ Ccsare asked her. 

Dolores lowered her voice. ^ ^ 

‘ I felt as if he*wiL'.hi'd me not^.o win nlthongh^he was my 
partner, and than fnade*me play my eajfT best. He roused 
my fiyhtiny sjii gt.' * 

Clshfc Inokbd at tlir two Ted spots ill Idt uIiebT<:s. 

' Yoi^ have a 

^ It S(?cnis s<s. I soar<‘< ly l:iicu' I had till to-niati^d 
Thuri? wav a*soiirid in h- r ho ha<l not Id aid bcfisre. 

' But did MMii^ hnnu* play badly tlD'ii ? 

^ N.f. Hr ('onldn't. I>u4 T think hr tru-d to/ 

Hr loMkrd^at 1 i<T in sik iD'r. B' rha[»s soinrthiny in his 
eves made Idt rout iine^al Idt ynirkly, 

' But 1 fnustnd ^tv tli^e uU'Ur<.l thing's. You v, ill (or/^td 
therm I kiD)Sv/ 

^ Whrii ? ’ . 

' N"W, ]slrrLS(‘ ! ^ 

‘ Tlu'y are f( >tten/ 

Some one spt»kr ti> Idt. She turned awav smiling, and 
vas srjDirai' d fr^rn him by ])r..pk' \-,ho eaiiD.' up Jo eon- 
^us^tiil^t' ' Idt. A 1 1 1 1 1 nil <■ affr r\'* a rd a hr yaw I'ti nri ■ s > M a nee Hi 
saying g( tod-byr t^ BriiD'r ( , liunarrli. ►. Slir, p m >, ays smihng 
an^ was talking \Mnmhrr uaial <'Miii[)|rt( ly sc if-i » o s s b‘ s s ( ' d 
animation. rbruiD » wa^ idivs elo^y tr Idt, l'.^»king eold, 

\V(;ar}^ a plan \MtiD^it iD-pr fcjif (P aafr g;i/,cd at him 
will a iirw, ^ihiD'd hard int-T'^. ^\\;io I.iidy (\annynge 
riglil V 1 Ia<_^M( tiitr ^ruTio \\iclir(l to biing ab'iiil Idt drfeat 
in thr )urnamr lit, and had his in .t iTirt i \ c pMosD )n {< t cards, 
his instuietivr skill, rrfuang to eontiaklrd, assisted them- 
Selves 111 opposite ai t-^this (k arr V 

t^ri^Djrss •Manrrlirsj M »kr !<» ] )• d Tr c At<‘)ok her hand, pressed 
it, turiDal f?>und *to go awa\a M'»ntrbruno jiaiD’d her. 
Just as^ Vhe Pi'iiDs.os was nranng a great diMO'uay whieli led 
into a*furthrr fk^wing-rt >< >m tlir<aigh wlnrh slir had t's pass 
*tn go to the eloakr(H»]n, sId? looked r<*und and met Cesare's 
eyes, liumrdiadelv she stopped, •and hrekora d to him, 
making alsu^a little charaeteristie npwa rnent of Jler head. 
Cesare went to her. M oritebruno glaiirrd at Cesare^ nodded, 
and walk^ ^ v<fry slowly on. Cesare took the Princess’s 
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hand and bent over it. He seemed to touch he* glove with 
\liis 

I irettCountcss Boccara as I came out of the bridge room,’ 

the Pr\ bCP SS SCWil. 

' Yrs^? ’ said Crsare, rncHini]^ h<'r pierrin^ eyes steadily. 

* She tnld Vcai were kind eUMiiyl/do het a thousand 
lire to fn'r liundrod nyainst me. I only wanted to thank you. 
r Gb)s»d niyht, (drcllid 

Shr s|i(*k'‘ ii,' a l' \sh umuredii a lal 'sGs-. And fes she 
tinish'dl :ip(':dvine[ sle- him a hltt** familiar smile, and 

left him. n r saw le r joui M«ait< hime) in 1 hV furtlisT room 
and walk sl(iwl\' away ^^ith him. 'J'h< \' <h-a|)p« arcil in the 
vista of draw inyus M ans. Ce^ar<‘ st'x.d for a mmiite looking 
afl'.T ileum 

Craild las'iia hate ne' ? ' le' tli> ‘ladit. 

A Tieaieait afi< rwards, as le; wknl to ^ind his rii'sther, he 
tle.aiLdh : 

‘ 1 )'sb s she hate me ? * 


CHAPTER XXTII 

WiiKu D ..1 dfes start'xl f()r Paia/./o RarV'V'ini it was betw’cen 
twaj and tliree rdeloek in tie; neumny. Sle' did not"" know 
she wais tired. She \s:i^ sfroiiyly e\(al' d, ;md h-T exeitement 
slied throiiyh leu a Sta't »f f(Wo;ruh lif*-, whieh made tl'e dark- 
ness, tie- (Uiptiie ss, nf sl< cp s alne'st midneest hour seem 
vivid and stranyelv in(eiis(\ Sh< liad done what she had 
meant to do. Siie hadnWou. The j(wvel that wars the syiribol 
of her tnuni])!! was ( »n leU’ ie;ek. She .^)ullt;d off her long 
gl(')ve, put up lea hand, unfa^ened lea ekeik and felt it. 
When she got into the i[e)tor she had turnejl off the t-Iectric 
light. Now' in the darkness her lingers (‘]ast)ed tightly over 
the emerald and its setting rif jade. Ihwv hard jeavel and 
setting TOre ! She thought they felt ugly. Cut she kept 
her tingSra upon theiii. And, almost immediately, tlieir 
hardness made her think again of Montebruno. \Vhy had 
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shf told C^^rt? C;ir< ni of her f<‘elini 7 about Mont^'fcruno 
in the t^*urnain<‘ift ? SIv* kreov hr wmild never let^ ajv oi^‘ 
know \yhat ";*5he had said. It did n^t oeeur to lei f^r a 
moment to (beibt him. X< ■ V'_t 1 h< -I' vs sh^^ ^vas ang^^ with 
lau’self f< >r liasamf ^V limr ui leeiao ir^dly. Ihit in her 
poor little triiimj>li de' had f<'U dr'^adfully alope. In the 
bndye room it lr*id i[e-<l 1<> lav \oni- line s as”^f sles were 
riyhlmy lad onlv le r ads^rsarns Iml al.o leT mvmi irartrier. 
And vhtn she and 'tlonO 1 n nia > had \'o -ii had -lie n* Ijeaten 
three ]e‘' >[»h' ? ^d'le' had f- fl a ha o h e .s in leT \ leO .r\' until 

she had stnod li’,' (t sai'<a And tie li 

The m< itiT sO >P[ wd 1 11 id' T J I e a I eai 1< ■ of 1 li^ ■ | lalaei 
As 1 tuh ea s \'o a i 1 p lie' pi • ' al ' •! i' • O ft 1 1 e. i -s ■, a eei a ei ] )ani' at 

by I li'.' f< I' it 1 1 laTi \'d[ e * 1 e Id a 1 1 1 I I' • < T e 1 1 e ‘ h ph i , ^ he v < a e l''i'ed 
vhs'ther *Tlj' 'd' ea ■ Toailm^^"' a'.'.ala' and hieov (if leT late 
return. Sm<‘'^ le' h.td ''U(, and ale^ had p^iiie 

< ai t so mneln I I j' leal h- pn n 1 < > < sa a 1 1 »y ' j )a ra 1 ' ■ hi a 1 o “ a ns. 
It disturlaai hini*\‘.je II '.le' eane' bach re I if'' m fie' ^iipdit, 
althouph h'»iH'V( r \‘o'nt f" h< d ;arl\ . Sh<‘ had born the Jirst 
.o silpp''st di(‘ mw a iTa 1 1 p' 1 1 e 1 1 1. Alai had (h'lie this 

vxoaua'; slm had f' lt a> if d'le'od.)]'.' \Mdi' d bi do it, hut Would 
lot f'T’ f(‘ar hill hup h- r f^liupo lb' ha. 1 ^eoamt lal, liut 
llnn.ft^t 5s if la 1 iiela 1 1 1 1 Sle' tleeiLdil 1 hal hia i''‘lue1ance 
had ceane fr.im tie' fa.'A that ale' ha.l tala'll the lIiitiatllT* in 
the matter. Eut sle.- \va^ led (|uil.' '.ui'^ 

Perhaps she 5\a'^ (j. t < I'lniie d n.it^t.' b..‘^«|Uite sure of 

that. 

Af the f.^ntmau pul^llia ta v into tfl.- fruut de.or of the 
apartment sle.' T< n i' n ib< od a mpht vdeiii sho ha.l sat waiting 
for her Jiiiaba n< 1 , had e.ill'.l ''Wt I-, hiin (hiasPly h.‘ (.altered, 
bleov long apo thal •s.'.ne^i ! lie' d' »' a’ shut l.»ehind her. 
She ^UilkeT t( os ar(_E U. t ti. ■. I r. •' an. ♦ 

She owDuld *li^\'e p;^n' (1 il oiHiMiit ,p"inp into the green 
and red dpaiv mp-r. ». an, whi.hi a.lj.aie d leT husbaiel s sitting- 
room. i^nd sh<‘ had m.'ant t'> d'* a. » wh'ii sle' eaiiT' int.t the 
h|ll. But mew slie paus'ol at tie" turninp of the vide e. a rid<:>r 
close to the entranee t. ► the roa pfjon r. Hanis. Sle.' felt aa 
if her husf)and^ was still up, and was not m his bedr(X)m. 
After standing still for a moment it seefued to her that she 
knew he wa^tsittii^ up. And, with a mind peculiarly alive, 
she recalled manner at dinner, her conviction that he 
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had llp.d sotn^; pruluibly im[M)rtant, to sa^^to her. Hf 

l|ad iLt -.aid it. AVas he sitting up, perhaps, in order to tell 
it to iL r mov ? “ j 

Sli^' ;i\0'iy fi'Miii tlp‘ c<»rridoi\ and rnad'" her way into 
the grrrnhmd r< A draw ii fg-r* »(>in . As switehed on the 
elr(‘tra' hgl^l lli'' painted ey^'s (d Mr- lasiharh jxirtrait met 
hers, with^l senilmy thal se.aia d li< ree. ' ddie snaky veins 
oil lie' almost t I'a 1 1 '•] )ar< n1 feriipt'S lonl-ied dreadfully alive. 
She \\a^ alni'ot starlt d hv this mM maii, w Ijese int'dlect was 

» I ‘ _ 

presented lev tie; y- n]ii^ < >f lie' pai[it< r lile' a ^^■rithing force 
tflken from his 1 e 1. d 1 ,;i do t hy .a el larneT * d sna to'S. What 
did he w ant of le r ()r- whal did he think aljout her w'itli 
his ])itile vdy aeui '* uM mind ? * 

She pass'd him, alneid dra\'. ing^ lev sl;irt-l a\say, opened 
the do'.r of Iwr limhandd roein p'^.d h'-v;,-,] ji,, 

idle had 1)' en riedil. dU'*; w’ is '.(ill'dip, llis r».>om was 
lit ra t h' T faint I v 1 >\ I w • » n e eaa IF ■ le ad my lamps ei .\a a’s'd with 
red F)y re\f.l\my h< ^ >las'ise, ni whieh ]v: ah\a\'s 

kept the eailmnes he' wa^ nh'ie'O-d m at tie- moment, h'* 
wsas sitliny in a lary<' and de^'p arne'hair. wifli his L-ng liiid>s 
stret<'h''d out, and his arms lying atiny his lesly and I gs, 
watli ths' hgnds jiist I eiieln lae <aeh -'tier. 'He was not 
reading. Ills h- ad, in an <-d,[ p..-ih<ai. h'aie'd towards In', 
left sli<aild<'r against the hael: (d 4h'' ehair. She had a 
moiiK.'nt rd tens a-, Ijiiiilnmn ' Is le' d< ad ? ' ^ 

ddieli she s;nv thadle' had falt'ii asl< -'[e ’ 
lie was alwaees a \'yrv sih.ail sh'^'p'r. I hit ])M>.res, a})- 
proaehing gently, li'Idiny her g’^wn wilh Ixdh hands, toiild 
hear [L faint s<innd -d his ])r<athiny. She- sttssal still and 
haolu'd at him; at tin hrMwai, -ha r[)ly-<‘nt face, t})e thiek 
hair with its sil\ er threads lyiay alna .d in dalss along the 
sensilua; fordn ad, tlw mou -t aehe 'and ]M.int('d k;ard yhieh 
suited his features, the arti'Ue* luown ,\ia nd'.^tlie ha/g limbs. 
And as she h »< da d sh'' ]Hit ni) Iwr hand again toiler neck, 
and touehed the jewad she had w^n that night, apd slowdv 
her eyes tilled witli l<'ars. ' ^ 

Sir Theodore stirred slightly, then was motionless agaiip 
but opened his eyes, and kept them open, straight 

down at his hands arid limbs. lie remained thus for perhaps 
a minute, And, during that minute, why she did not know, 
he reminded Dolores gf a child. Then he raised his eves, 

e/ . , ^ I - X. . 
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nd saw stafiding n-ear luiii, and gazed at her ifor an^* 
astant tn silence, 

' D(;*loretta ! ’ 

He moved bni^<|uel\a dr<o\ in ^is 1< gs, liffcd hi:^ Ic/ids and 
tood up. 

' 1 )<:>lorctta ! Why - hat lime is it ‘r 
The childish I'.xh: t It him ahrupth imd rMnifh‘hd\a 
I must ha\'c [)•'( n a heap.’ 

1 ess, y( ai \\ ' re. 

He lue'ked a^a alin-h ' >u t*li'‘ high maul' Ijti' <'ea 
' Uettiug^aii f^a, this e. N(» Woiid' i' ! I lax }'- )U jmt ce)lTl 
ark ?• 

\h:es, WhcLt nVid'- vci sil ii]* ? ’ 

WdiaJ:--! xxa^ laaduy. 1 c •! i i itf aa '-,0 < 1 k 
■ Sm 1 t*Li \ -Ss. |.) : ■ 

• ’ 4 , 

' \\’ith(jut kti')\xiiig 1 e't< ii g< ttiiig sl.'(‘yy. \Vlirre»'s — 

\ Imre' \s — ■ — V 
Hr heut d^xx n. 

Here- ksMc iHM.k, hy J.'X.i ' 

He* picked up a XmIuiii' "f Faiixk' fl'Cn I la* (ksu and put 
down ('Ll Me* l"p "f 1h'' h'xd.ca '■ h' U'l - hn chair^ The 
ctiMLi, pia'haps, hi'iaighl Mm I'' a kill ( s ^ a cmi i >U' ss <sf 
ircumstauees and < h him '''If m 1 h- m. h- a as la* straightrii' a.l 
in%elf lie* said, xx 1 1 h *a ^iii' 'V' ' iiafural ritie' m Im d' ep hass 
eace : ^ 

' To hr sure t IcTi* x^fcas a r< a - » m I h< ctnh ^ hJic k lUri lament 
t the (Ti iiimii'i'ii' 'S in xxhieh xaai xxc^- f-* plaxa I has dixl you 
*t on ! 

For ansxxaT l)(h''r'*s caiN'* u[) t" him. f-nl her liand to one 
[ theUlectric lamp'^, and lufied iL ■ Itulk upxxaiaF, so that 
le light, no h'Ug' f <s>ye(si!'d hy th'* I'ed sluule*, f' II e)Vcr 
cr Hjosoiif and neal*. and tic* gr< rn f:\xcl in iks .-netting of 
aha 

' I wofitthis ! 

Hrr Ifinsh anel Ixi^it, lifl- d the jr-wel fr^m it-^ le sting-place, 
■lei it and examimd it xxilh tho <*!osrly crdieeal ryes of one 
ho loves^beautitnl things, aiaj whe> knows what is heautiful* 

‘ The first pfizv ? ' he asked, in a iiioiuent. 

' The only woman's prizod 

' It XV os x^e)l ghosend 

He let the^ewel^go to it^ place. 
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‘ It ^ original and cliamiingd 
I Y glad y< ni like itd 

' Anl' — you play so well as to beat all the determined 

playersV ’ ^ 

' I had M' .nt' l)Fmo for fny part nerd 

Shu pnnsyd, then n<ld< d, in a \ oieu tliai \\aN rather hard : 
' Ihit I iH^iicve I did pla\^ ast' 'nishiiigl \' wvll — f«>r nied 
I uoi igi at iilate you. it r('all\^ is a Inuinphd 
' Isii’^ it V 

‘ SiULiu of the wsaiuai iiiir.t l)r IV'itlng \'ou tv-night. < h ! 
dh.‘ ni.idu a b<.*uiid sveie lluiig like a laiigli, and turned it 
into a laugh. 

' I daruuiy tlu y nrr'.’ 

Shu spoke with apparent coo] i rah ff* Teuiuu. 

^ \\ hat eloes it nialfaT who ha ..n u ^o 1( )Tig i^s one does 
W’h-’wt one w isla-s and Ill's t^M't V • slu' a(Td' d. 

It was her luishaiid's la i lali \^ Iiiuh had s' lit lua' I la >su wa irds, 
the nyuiiuT sh'‘ ass^uii' d at this na 'iiu.'iit^ ' 

Sir Tlu'odoi-c |o. ha d at h'T y.liarplxa and a> if ^urprised^ 

' Isn't that ralh'-r a s. Ill h ] >1 1 ik o( -pi i \ V ' hu said. 

'You think so? I thini: o[i<' niinh liglit for oiuwelf in 
this woild, (.g^ one g<‘ts va-ry Uttha And oik-^ (san't light 
W'ull if one is full of syni[>alhy and '‘oirad- lathsn fT»r itne's 
enunii''sd 

‘ \\di(S w'ure y(sur '^iicTiii' s to-nighr ? 

Ih'iii'oh^s Ahjii's III ajid Mr. \haa’alh'^ 

She n<'arl\' add<<l ' apd Mout' hriiiiod hut siie "rtiecked 
herself. What slu* hSd t<»ld t«» Cusarp she did not fueT in- 
clilual to tell to h'T hudiaiid. 

» 

' And you really rrmaiiu’d ujt lussaiisa you wanted tit know' 
the result ? ’ she add' d, \Afh a uKang'' (d tone, whieh might 
haea:^ ts'lil him souirthjng if las had la^id <j>ars f(»r tla> subtleties 
of D'koF' S just tlaai, ha\ae t-dl him tUii a litt.Y r^ail Aiterest 
from him would turn aslu'S int'* ghuvMng < mhers. , 

She really Ifm-w in lu r lusart that lea’ hiishand had stayed 
up for sr'ine oth':T reason. But slie huiged for a wxud froi^ 
him tliat waaild prov'e lum heart in the wrong. 

‘Naturally I wamteii to hear how^ things Jiad'goned he 
replied. ' You havcwvon a very beautiful thing.’ 

' Oh — yes. And a thing I shall be able tp keep/ 

* 'V^^lat do you mean ? ' ^ 
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' Good-n\ht, Theo. J reuDy inubt go to bed. And you* 
ought tt.)/ • 

' Yes. 6h, by t)ie way, Dolorolta ^ 

' ? ’ she said, turning. 

For she had n^j^^ d as if to goT>ut of th%^ roomT 

The season will \rr\' s<M)ri br o\rr umw. AVoiiT it ? 

# 

'Yes. Tl‘iero^ar<- a fru things, the fob' al t)T^‘ (Irand, the^ 
Coneorsc) TyjTsa and I Ian T su|>[m.,o' \',r nm t think s»f start- 
ing for*Englandd 

' That is JU^: \\ hat 1 w alit m 1 to sy^ak to y^n atj^jutk 
‘ Yk>w ! '^sle; sail], as if suipi’iod. 

Ara^ sh(.‘ till'lK d li' i’ ('\a s^bo\ards tie' (T-ek. 

' Y< >u ’re tired ( )f (s airti' ! W'e '14 d i oai - > 1 1 t* •-na wroa 
'No, Ihn*is'all\' ia>t^a bit tnvd. (tubv-^ it .^''Ins sueh an 
(sdd time.* Jhil whal n .’^jere t<» di-ei|-'., d'h^'o V 

She sat (havn effuse t^.«>n#‘t.[ lh<‘ lain]>>. The redJight 
from it lay o\'er her small le. al faec. 

' Only « »ur ] ildig f* a’ t Im an n i n a rk 

She sai<4 la '1 liinee hnl h aia^l b.eT m tlj<' givat ehair, and 
])ut 11]') her hara I to lai’ < na I'a l< 1. 

' Ihit it really is bn, laf <■ - 
' Ni ►, la ). ^ (io ( ai, dka < •/ % 

tfir "I'la'i mL ire wriit bi tla- tiigli ina nt< ■] | li' ee, seandied 
alo^ig it fiT si'ine nia^eh' fiaind liana mal lit a eigarette. 
TO gl;uir,Ml,|..\Mi e a.r.r. IT. • w [a 1‘uliar she ], m >k<^ d with 
that light on Lei- fa^'c ! ][(/ f( It .'dna'st a^ if she were a 

strung-'^ iA')t i.y i(k rst O' .(1 by Inna ^ 

'Well-* — satvh'Wn. ' I '^la' was d' t* rniiued te) 
get awa^" from tliat sensata'ii th.it hu. \\ifr was a stranger-- 
‘ I wafit to hear yoiir \i''\\s ;JmiuI I la mminer, Doloretta.’ 

‘ At three o’eta-I# in tlR^na'rning I 
He heard^ h' r lau^irh. * 

It *s dillavylt to iats'e any. d'<'ll me yoar:^, Theo. \Vbat 
date doA7)U prop* )se f* »r tla- na >\ <- ? 

Move ? ’ 

- ' Our move to England for the summer.’ 

' That ’s what I \vanted to talk over.’ 

'Well.ahe^?' 

' You see this year things are so ehafiged — for us.’ 

‘ Changed I .Xn what \vay ? ’ 

' My de^ IJoloretta I ^ he spoke quickly, in a sudden 
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♦^outburst of irritation, which showv^d her he stning up, 
p^hait partly liccause he had slept and'beui awakened. 
‘ How van ynu usk V By the death of poor Francis, of 
course V 

‘ Oh — I see. I/Jjeg your^’p.anh m. Tins,,’' 

‘I 111 siu'jw he said, is almiig th.at lie hail been cross 
^evitli'Cit iniieh r'-.asiiu. ' Jhit 'd CMursi- it has in.ade a coii- 
sid'-rabh’ elianyi', mt ssi mui’li in ydur lifs' as m mine.’ 

* T ’ 

1 .Si ‘hr 

I 1kl\ 0‘ (liitik'S iKdW tliilt 1 h;i<li't'l liof'*!';, tljissc cliildrcii to 
LbSk aftijr/ 

‘ Y. s, llok-il.’ 

Jk'f< »ri^ of ^ llild Il< > ( tlln’k 

' Uf O' )urs<‘ Hi .t/ 

‘ And S' t I III 11 -si. nd think If imv..’ . 

X' *. I (jUift S' k' lli.'dd ^ , 0 , * 

‘ Do iiio\'(‘ tlint lamp a lil 1 1'-, D^li ah (la/ 

^ AVliv D c 

' Jt lliihtw.s snail— Midi an lipdil okar Tliatds 

rniidi Ijatt'j’. Ikd 1 paii i(adarl\' I < » c tiioiill \''ajr 

vniiiiTinn wliaisy ali.iiisf' .s inindil s' • in ii' cass.Li v' in tla:^ more 
important m:i,H<a-s, fur instanna in r<n'ard lidoiir summer 
plans. I want t<> ln^ p'‘idoatl\^ frank, and 1 sp( (aaltv ^tant 
y(hU to I )'_■ so 1 < X », d I a m it 1 11 all 1 a ‘ [dam sa 1 1 1 1 1 o,' 

' Do yuii 1 kink of mir uaid oimne r [tlaiis, then V ’ 

'IVanklv. [ jl". 1 wuiild mnali j’allo r mil go to England 

till s \'(;ar/ 

^ Not at all " ’ 

I lia\ o just 1 X ' n ttaT's Vt ai s- 
‘ For — lioAv many davs was i/" ? 

Doas that mattar ? ' 

Agiiin the irntatik'n appoai’i'd in l\is voire and mannyr. 

Xhs, (j{ ettursa Hot. I hit — lie n do m .u pr^etse t6 g'l to 
St. M oritz, or Yalliaa, uF wh'Te ? ’ 

Sir Thaodora inada an iduaipt nena’inan^in his ahair. 

I might as wall gu to Idigland as to ariv of those placeS' 
My reason fur wishing to make an alteration in my — in our 
plans is because of the Denzil children, biiE chiefly, most 
e^ecially, because oMittle Theo.’ 

‘Oh— I seed 

'.c ‘ Of course you seel^ My dear Dolorjtta I It's surely 
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pretty obvious. ^ Thri’*' '5 notliing v^-vy extraordinary about 
it. Fr%]ieis\ .s[»t#(‘ili(*ally* left his eluldren in rny charge. 
What can *I d^ Vcit be faithful to (hat cliarge ? * d,nd rfiis 
jirst year spcssally T frrl— — ' 

He broke off, fc 'd ]][), scare li-Vl for an<^ll]or vfpnfc tte and 
the matches. W hile le ^lid Hiis h< lia<riiie l»ack to his wife. 
She W'atelicd Im^i. silling alrii's,! liLe a crraturl- ^etritied. 

'It's The(S ! ’ hs‘ ^ahl, lui’itmg. ' responsibility is 
great^sst t(swards tI^_“ ]w.\n’ 

Tie remained staiidiiiLC .'►nd ihrnd his liands int'^ tlie side 
p' >ek( ds of Ills s] iH »h I iig jaei,. ■! . 

' Let nie*tell \aa]. 1. t n e: fry lo mah<' yen uiiderskand just 
Ir evv T Teel in the y lat for/ 

Yes, (h.)d • 

lie loT.lccd ealmej', in^ .* at Ins r‘ao‘. HK-rr- nalui'al, 

• ^ 

' A wssmaii ef e.ate > hn<gW'^1« y al"'ii( gnh,, Ihjt a h)py of 
7’lieo's Hg(s tlie siyo-phl.lc age, tie- age m wlncli eharactsT 
has to be fornie^h needs the inllijenee man. (.)f a fafhr;r, 
if pr»ssib]c^ if fla i’e is no faller of oiie who stands in his 
place, who m'dio ]’(all\ ear* ^ f'C' lie- 1 m )y alni<)st as if he 
AVer*^ the lae^'s . CA n falleae I \'.i^h to lako the plaee of a 
fatlier in Th%o‘s life ,»► far^As I can.' 

He .>to]iped, llc'la'd the ash fisaii his eigaulbs and, 
speaking i’apidl\ , d<'\ 4 htpMl t< > 1 )< 'hues, wh*' sat motionless, 
his fdeas is garding 1 he afms a g' i. mI fat her should ha\'e, A\ ould 
naturally ha\'e,*for Im htlle o.nts a(l\ ane< nien I , •not in the 

« 9 0 

materi:J, hyit in Ih*' moral sense. As he sfMdvC he waiaiied 
uj>.' Perhu])". Uie night hour (pn*dn iied his huain, exeited 
his heart. iTs' y>ola‘ ahiio't eIo*|Usjitly, Ife showed un- 
usual t'ehng abmit htlle Tl^ o. 

Without Is'ing ayai’e ot it Im siawo d to Doloisw strange 
ghrypses s^f (‘eidain pflv-. in his h<‘arF 

' Thvs is TU'o, thy Lai lea' ! ’ she sari to lieawelf again and 
again w']hle he A\as sjM-ahing. ^ ( )r no I tins is the shad^wv 
(sf wlial^ 'ifheo wa.uld ha\'e be* n if I had gi\ei1 him childrcm 
Rut only the shaiff )W— onl}' the shadow ! 

At last he paused. 

' But Hm lettnig inyoalf bc'run away with,' he said, with 
a shorty almost shame-faced laugh. ‘ tonly wanted to make 
you see why I feel that this summer I ought to stick to the 
boy* Nexi he tn^y have to go to schooL He will b# 
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ten. It \s early of eourse, but— there time/'t-nouyh for 
that. I should in any case want to go to EnrClancUthen to 
look in\o the rnattar r>f tho brst proparatorv s<‘h(Sol for him. 
But thiV summer I sliould wish — I consider it indeed almost 
as my duty- -t* > rrj;4aLin s>ut ^K ro/ 

‘ I sr<‘. I rpiito sr'r/ 

' 1 kiKWV y^u A\ oiild d 

TT'* spoilt' witli :ilniosf warm h< ertiiK -ss. 

^ThrD youNvidi to rmiain Ic is- 'in Rome .all thr* 
sunuiwr r ' 

' Oh nr>. That would lx- 1 1 1 .1 1 ff* [’alT ■. I should prtspisst 
to d' ) as k its . if tho I{, aiians d^d 
^ What \s that V ' c 
' Go t') I'da^ss'iti [•►)' 111'- r?/7seen//// md 
rjh -- y' 'sd 

' Tlr‘ eir is (k-liar eis t It r-'f pup'* (liff'-nuit from tho air in 
Romo. And in tlc' siimhii.t tlx; so- it ry is iM aiitiful. Tlwre 
are suoli masM-s < d t^s ,'s.’ 

' 1 )id V( )U moan to g * I " t It- h. .t <1 V 
' ^V<dl, I lia'vO- bi'on tliinlung aliMiit a \ illad 
So, frir onto, g. I ,up had ]ii - t ili'd it N- lf. g' - -sip in the mouth 
of th<.^ fittlo R( MTara ! At that piMiieiit I )< T lO a felt t'S wards 
the C<sunt<‘ss Ik xasara alne xg as Idlna 1 )( ii/il had f- lt t'Swards 
her, I)oloro>, in that iiiatt-T of igi e c'a iio'- kiiowlodgo 

wlion the \a.‘rdiot ^vas gi\a n dn Eraiteu. 

'There are yory \ illas at l'k’as<'ati -- aren't theis' ? ’ 

sir said. 

' Ned many good oi\ s. In any e‘as<; th' ro Are ahvays -the 
hotels, tlio (h’aiid and the Tinoulum.' 

The warm heartiie ss had dr\l away from his manlier. 

' ^Vhat do you think of f ho nk a ? ’ ho added, this iwing his 
cigar( tto away into t\io crnpty iiis pkt'o^ ^ 

As ho spoke the (Riok ohimod. iV-jeaes r^ovtd, cleaned 
forward, then gut iij). 

'It's not a' bad oitd -^he said. 'As you say^lots of 
Romans spend the sninnio]- at Fraseati. hbil — let ks talk it^ 
over to-morrow, shall w^e ? It ks sr» awfiilh^ late now. And 
I am beginning to feel a little Fit tired at lasyd 

‘ Of course you are, « dear, after all your exertions at bridge. 
We ’ll leave it till to-rnorrow. But I wanted you to under- 
stand the position and just how I feeld 
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‘ I perfe^V understmid — pjerfi'Hiv. Well, good-iiighf, 

Theo.’ 

' I ’m Cdiiiiiig till). Go nn, and I 'll turn nff the lights and 
join yijin’ 

Outside heT hedftiiiiii dmir lu’kissiiL i>t, arid hfMtuti'd. 
But .she went into tlo' room rallitn’ ([iiK'hly uVli a ' (Boud- 
iiiylit ! Sl<s‘p \vrll ! ' * 

A hBeitj r-ariv* ovge liis f.u'c. 

' SIh" dofSli't W.'LIlf lilt*/ Ilf tll'Oiylit. 

And hf wtnA ;l\mlv to Ins own h< disMtiii. 

That nipTit T)<4(tr< s h.ol a tlh-iiLdit, to eurront, persistent, 
vita] a% a Iw <■ tinny I ha I lia ^ I < < 1 In I hat yna\s s. It was this : 
' If I Cuuldj 3 n\n.^ TIh'o a s<'n 1 1[ 1 c^uld gi\ a liiin a Sun ! 


( I[AB ld1( XX1\’ 

FasitT(SX nnila'S Astojsttnsd a nd \(i’\'of|(n makes tin iii at the 
wrong ^inih'. h’ln* tinn- d.ra^'d ]>y fa In-'n a^iin>st suitaltjt' 
for a stay on tlie T.akf of (’<aiio is a ettn[T 'd months in 
the#spring and a eon|tn;of ni'-ntlis in the antiimm In tla^ 
winter injI.KMly ^\ants t-' ]i\'e <m 1 Ih' stef^’c <.f a lal^' hemmed 
in by mountains. Aral in the gis f n aiTtI I hf ms summer, 

when the r)^eai*^l'Ts and tlis r* s ova-r tied balevinies to 

see themsel\a« in tin* v oo] grefii wat'Ts, pc rj >]r g( > to Switzer- 
land, or#to take ' eiu'fsd And s* > m'tlie g>unini'.r, the ideal 
time c!\ the year at Lake ConLn the lintels are deserted, and 
the big villas are rdost^of tin m ^hul up. Breen vaaodtians 
opf^se the sun ray^. Ihit ii'-body is* hiding behind them. 
The gFiarious *'gardetis, with their \mI1ows leaning o\xt 
moulderliTg slaireases and balevmies <d naes^y stone, with 
their rf:d arbutu# trees, tluir shining magnolias, their 
jregiments of enormous ey[)resses, their ilexes, their aeaeias, 
do not ec-ho Nvitl> voices, witl>the ripple of laughter. Only, 
perhaps, a bate-anned gardener moves slowly among the 
flowers, and gives water to the smooth gmeen law ns, or some 
footman or gro<^, in his shirt sleeves and wth sleepy eyes, 
leans down to t^e Jake with his line^ fishing for agemi. Thi 



8S0 


TflE F]IU1TFUL VINE 


calm of a siesta is over this world of green moi^tains, green 
W(\ters, green foreets of chestnut trees, ine fountains 
play. Flit feov th»‘r(^ are to Iwar them. Th<: l)( [ls chime, but 
for iisho 'nij-n not f',»r l<)\'<‘r^ The mrion hl^^s hir Irsrn above 
the east'Tii liilb, <^ind hang', m a ^Ifv rtf*tr( inbling cleariiess 
lier sil\'<T lauip. And th<‘ wliitr- Ihr f;il]s u|)()n tlw shad<)svs 
under little l'( irno, or ] »' rliaj> . ujh »n tlw lx overs . .[ Cadenabbia 
and till' li g'SeJary gistw-s (d tli<‘ A ilia Cai t d ta , But few 
boats sfiyal out to gpe f lie]' fr»>m tie' 1 m »at-li( ii wi ss tliat hid<? 
undi.r tie.' gri'i ii and tla* p'-rfuna <1 lliiii'g onto’ tliem by 

thegar<hia. 

It ] ", Hot 1 1 H “ ' I 1 1 III ' ’ t ' * g* ’ ^ ^ ’ b’l >1 no. c 

In the l ai'ly dnys <>[ July, d- spiP' llif* d<aa'</( s of fashion, 
Dolcues arriw'd at tlw sliitaai of ( i >mo with Iwr maid, got 
iiitv) 8 Jhirrf\ and fold flie nani P . «fri \ < ■ liyr t. . tli^'dlotsl Ad I la 
D’EAe at P< riiMpPhe ddi' id.iid Mid lie' lnggMg'‘ folliovcd 

in a m<'t'*r omnibus. Tlv Is'at wa^ int< nsp' m the toAvn, 

and oL til'- d' s' rt^ d^ pia .voi P\' 1 1 k ■ lata thr sunshine was 
almrist blinding in it > inls-n^Ay. But wle'u Itiil^rrs st(S,d 
(sii tie* bale.aiy (d ler xitt mg-is *< tui, l-ndjiig d-ovn riri tli'^ 
Iniig g'lrd-'U uitli its ( 'I;! P< >r;i I ' ■ ll< oi <'r-h, ( P. jedms, its 
hiig'‘ ]»lanr t r(f 's, ;ind its r« *s, s fMling in ^liM\o rs ( osr tlie low 
railing winch wss tli'- '>nly P.'iiie r Ixduc' ri 1hc garden and 
the wal <:r, sli'- t h* •ughf "Iv h id eh' '^yii'w < ll. 

Surely shi' \\..uM E- I till' gr« ;it p< ;ic- .d the ^ Mnpf v time ' 
at (Paiio (h secfahng up<M h< r sjnnt. e\n.l it would inerease 

as the da\es went h\a ^ SPon every on- '^h'- kt ew wisiild Iv’p^e 

dial fis.an It:ily. Switzerland wmihl He ei'owd d.*' But here 
the [x'aee would be (suly intcnsilied. 

And Th<a I w'ould so< >n 1.);; eorhing. Till Iv' o'lmc she wssuld 
be <piit'‘ aloiH* — with a thought, lE't thought whieh was 
like a h\e thing with gnawing teeth. 

After that night when sh<' had wori tlh' bridg'c tournament 
she had been (Uiite delimtely conseimis of possibilities within 
her wdiieh, till tli' H, sht‘ had never erivU^aiged. 'Perhaps 
almost every woman pe>ssessod them. She did not kno^v^ 
They were pressibilities connected with love and. its needs. 
They had been — as she rdten thought — touehVd upon in the 
discussion she had heard bet’ween Donna Fla\ua and Don 
Marco Turani at Mrs. EldridgeP. Wgs every woman a 
dmna ddin^ie^iU ? Dolores Wondered. 
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But u'^ualhVshe \vas conaenfrated uprm herself, and shut out 
the oth%r and their possibh- sins. 

On the day aftrr 1 m r talk with le r huslmnd in tlie deai^^of 
night little Th<^o h;el (^ane over fr«'ni l^tase^ti f-u thi f' Te'ing 
at Sigiaer Erd:a^lVM and had [»l el. I^ilaz/s^ I^U’herin]. 
Fs*r tin- lirst tine' a (‘[iihf had sfay^-tl uifh rhcni in the apart- 
iTirnt. Fur tle‘»hrs|- fine' Dolores li.id >■ en Ini’ husband in 
his e>wn la aue l(M.king atf- r a (‘IiiM le an he love<l. And she 
had kn^ >\vn at ( ai<s* tli.i ( it would bo inipossjbh' fyr her to 
spraid the ^^ljoIo siniine'f at l’'raseati. Tle-re ;fl'e a few 
things a w'ranan \\le* doopiy |o\ os eannof do. Dot. res kiMsW 
then that tho (■](,.<■ <'oii! < mjilaf e in of d’ieo m tho lios(an of 
the Deir/il fannly wa.nM f*' a frial *lio \'. a ^ nof litt('d to 
endure fer ^alg. Xo'^oiUh lo.-^, de' liad niads- a sort of 
Oornprofiii;r' s\i(li Loro',\and \mMi faf'-. She had t<»ld lew 
husband that she \f( aild^r'-^my ii^ in Ital\' for tli*- sunina'r^ and 
Wssuld see letw I'ha'eati siiifod h- I', but that he must h;t 
her go to the |.•lf:es for jtail of th- fines He had ass(‘ntod 
('agerly, a I had said that ho w oi i Id \ i it tie' lak( tee.* dde.-n 
tie had siigge^tod that tdew' '-leaild ^Afl<' in a \ ilia at l^^ras- 
cati, Delei’es had oppo-^ d tills. S- ('i- tly sh*' had shrunk 
fis )in the (ks^nif « ness < »f srf 1 1jng down in a le >use of I hhir (swn. 
And tl^^v had tale n reoiiis af f ho ( iraiid 1 fot(1, and Iiad gene 
there tegAhor at tle^-uel of May. Ihil tie- Irdd liad l>een 
fulf of p-a 'jile. 1dio< . h;fd gol f n'<'d of if din etl\a and I)< F .res 
had been eblia^d to eoiisent fo hi-. i-ofUmg f<»r tlft’er* rrieiiths 
aied a iialf a s( >rt of pax ihon xxitl^ a tin\' gardrn adj( tining 
tfid DenzWs’ heitio. ^^he had jin.f <srne from that pavilion 
now after a^eitnight, sjx'nt in h. Jkleed..re had ju'emised 
to folta^v her in a eeiiple of ^xeeks. He was aeting as tutor 
to little Thee, and te(.k Jus dufi' s s^ rieu l\a It had been 
decided rF finitely t^at f he I m .y s[m a ild jr, Ao s<‘te m .1 i n l aiglaiid 
the foUow irig^vear. ^ V^ir Theodore had dev('l(g)ed troniendous 
anibitieg'i^s for his god^eii, and was ' greunding ’ him in 
variouip liranehes of knewt dgr'. Sone tme^ it soemed to 
^Delores as if alt tle^ ambiteai xvlueh te r husbaiui had 
trampled on in a moment e)f disappointment and anger was 
reviying,* but^ was centring As('lf upon the career of this 
child. And she had been almost ann%zed to find how much 
of the boy still J^gered in Theodore, despite his tale of years, 
his knowUdgef^of the world, his diplomatic training. Tlje 
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ineradical)le boy had risen within him to set li^ide Thco at 
his ease. 

!h)oli >r( s^^hed li < t husl^aiid r< »Tn|)iny in I h'* garden brfore 
the pae ih’iai with tie* childim, wliil<‘ Isdna ^)^■n/,ll Inokn-d on. 

IL T III and a rri\ w i1 h 1 h4 liieya a'' St),;' (*'h:ing 'd Ji'_T g' »v, n 
and W( III to sit in tho gard' ii imdsa thr inigliU' jtlanr tnsss. 

TT<'\s' was 111-' rhango fr»»ni b'msrati. At this 

‘in<'neril sle" did not raan waiit h<T hndiand. She was 
thaiilvfn^ lo Is' Vjiiito al<*iio. Sli<- had 1^ ft in tA(^ \a‘iw^ 

niidst of 'i li(' Tsl 1 in d''[)i ai< nt \'crb; w il !i lil 1 1(‘ TIicis. It w'as 

aik Aiwlwv.ard ni'enrnt’ for Inin t(» omuic away. And nnw^ 
she \sa^ gkal h'- had li<»t eones IStv sli<' ^^a^ (‘orw(‘ions r)f 
reai'tioii. ^VIlat mi-' I'v sla' lia^l ctKt'in'd at I'k’aseati I 

In In »nif‘ ^le* had lia(l d i d i\m ‘1 ion, , u id sli<' liSd not — seeri. 
At Idsweati ,dio had -< < n Tli' od^ll* ph'vnig tie, father in 
a faniil}’ "f wliadi sh'^ \'.as led tji<ani< 'tl eO. 

That was too nuK'li f' n ha to to <1- n land of any w* )inaii with 
a na f uiv mi eh as laa p. e, il Ii a toa- aioh as h'a s. 

Slir hj.id ll- d from Ida-.o.Lhh \Mlh lie’ < \ens(i: tliat lea 

ft I - 

h'-alth ini] )' Tati\oly leoalod a eomphto eliango from th'‘ 
neighhonrlio( m 1 of lomi'a And sho \Nas supposed to Vie 
going itndv uitli h'lie.uhfre m <}nit<- a slen't tinra Ihit shr-- 
did not moan to g . ha<Tn Slio di(l not ni' an e\er to wg fang 
in that ])a\'ilioiidike hoiis.' \Mtli tie, lillle garden again. 
Tho ni eh'i’en iTeii 1 s of tie- familiar hf(' tlnre, she felt suit, 
Would sws le r t<s some sad aeO if she retiifiesl. Iv'sme--- 
V<.‘S ! IVaseati iie\er again ! Sle^ wsaild hnd sreme ^^mtliral 
oxeiise. » , » ' 

A tall and sOah/. art lad pa^-o d hy tie- seat \'/i!ere she w'as 
r<'stirig, wallniig \Mtti tie- holdpnel snf>ple gait rif one who 
lives 111 the open air, aiel i.. ] )e]-p( lalls nxeisadiig his Isody. 
lie W'srr white dieT-. and a white jefo'\; wliirgi exjxased Jiis 
eopge r-eolonr< ■(] Hrms, 1 )olorrs ealV d him.^ 

' Are you a boatman ? 

' Sissigiiora ! ho said, saluting lior. 

' Tako me out in a boat, will you ? 

From that moment Dolores began almost to live on the 
water. She was seckirig--strango irony, vehi^mently seek- 
ing I — calm of spirit, tlkahaps she would find it there. She 
glided over the sheltered green waters, lustroijs, silken almost, 
the golden heat of the mornings, in the trembling magio of 
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evening ho.urs, sonv^tirnes in the romantic stillness of night. 
Often ^he wilh Silvi<v, tlu' hontman, nn^re often she 

was silent under tlie (jrjng'_‘-(‘()l( uit' d awnii g 4im(Hig^the 
whit'- eiishieiis. N<ov and ttuTi sir- I < lok llu' lii/ht < >ars and 
rroNinl, while Silvui, silting stii^slil’s upright in,tl:^ plar'e of 
hciiuiiir, with I Ir ■ 1 ilhr •|>'‘s in Ins hijf, ^:ird hands, steersal 
the l)<*at t<s th;' j'l.i's s sh*' h»\sd l><sl ; to lju' darlv gween 
shadow's nnd'T tiu- w;ill of Ahlla X^-lpi, to tlu' MadsCina e^ 

^ ilia IJedraglu ► w Iw > s' < ni''<l I o snnh' among ip r r« »srs, to \dlla 
riiniaiia ^Mlh its ^^a^ rf.jlh its giant u\'pr< ss.'s, pathos, 
almost il s ^trrn hil f < riu'-' < if oM .npl la . .h* n r< iinanes. ]dut 
alwrpvs alhiiiigtit gna\s<-d af h-T mind, ddu' gmat sihana?. 
Ills ^’'at i,»^anl', of this t^ar< mg iiahns', whmh lav ahout 
her, ^^hl(dl iTadt< d lu-r hodxg (saiM iM'f sliH its aeti\at\a its 
dogg'd piTsi g( ii'sa ^)ft<ai slic f. ll llu' Imror (if Iwaiig tlu' 
powaad'^m prc\' ('‘^a ihmg 1 h^i I kiuiws m* rchnfing, that is 
ineapal ih' < (f fa I igma • • • 

]>nt ddici' v'vis s(>oii e(>mmg. SiXiH du' Wiiiild hav'e him to ( 
lu'Tself irj this [if^a-sn this h^ anl\a Tafth- Tlr o \'oiU)il mat lae 
the^^" to 1 ala ' all his a 1 1' nl ii .ti fi' an h'ae ha Ina w i >1 ih.l not be 
ther(,‘ to I'Mih ('ll at th'' man an*! tlu‘ ^diiMis m with gratitmh.p 
with aj'pi’i^a ah 

.Ho^v inti ihaaal ilo th<‘ la 'af r* 'lat u >1 is Ix'l wr(_ti Jsdna and her- 
S('df hia d l.Ms a n 1 le a i d i t h' ■ on I a id ta la I i' iiis hail hi r a i v )rdial, 
fi1<aidly, (waai mhinaid Al hhaasaali ])iil(a’e^ hadh^■(stma 
quite eiadain^hat Idna had giai\Mi ntt-. sr.aag (iiditm her. 
And .^le Jiai 1 du iw n* slu ■ had 1 n ■< n i fi < ~a g 1 1 »4\' f* iia.-i si t' > slu >w, 

Falna^ lu r* 1 m I’i a^ '^iiha I he \\<'fnaji (if Ilia W(i]]d as lea ha(:l 
been de\'i l^p' d b\* (saus ah d unhappiness. 

aV^id then tlu‘ ni'^tlua’ mud .^na Iv ha\a‘ di\ imoi a dreadful 
faet, that Di-lore^ (Siiild not lib- h-T (diildia n, (saiM not be 
really Tjaturah wtini:^nl\n \‘*ith Iluan, espisaalK^ AAith little 
Theo. \>ln th'T T’ajna lau-w whve l^-hii'-. Innl m-t lasai al)Ie 
to deterrnim:. b)Tit if ]edna del know wh\^ slu* had surely 
been liard, she ha»l not e.ared. Jfer own gr'sat sorrow had, 
pjerhaps, made Mur mdiffer(ail to the sorrows of (ithers for 
a time. But D^alores, impelled liy lier seeret jeahaiisy, had 
come te doubt •ledna's abiding grief for the wmislusi husband. 
The great deeps faithful natures coneeal. And Edna con- 
cealed hers from every one but Sir Theodore. 

There^ wert Very few people in the great hotel, and ther# 
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Tva5 no one Avliorn Dolores knew. She dined apd lunched 
in her sittin^^-roonn and made no ar'(]naiiita^ieey After the 
stress r*f t4i'‘ ]{<'Tjian sen son, th<‘ anxiety ana h'lror con- 
nected with I rniK'js DoTi/iTs illia ss and d^ atln and the recent 
episode ly.'i-onli, slis' ■< sh wl eonij»l(he emaneipation 

from p( <.p](‘ ni''r<' vie- had kiio^vn. n*nd s]n‘ f(j]t tluit it 

was d<)iny lu r body oo-mI. Itnt poilmps snrli eoniplrde 
E(»]]tinh/ was iitit a le;alth\' tliiny [(»!’ h<T mind. As the 
traA'(dl-rs on tlu:' sines , (ti<- l.ilo- b-y;)ii lo disappear, 

afraid ofNh<“ en'owiny h- at, as j|ic ralm ()f sumnirr derjuaicd 
aljoiit li'T, she did 11(4 jiiid ili;0 oaliii sj>rr;i(t lliismyh her 
spirit. For m - pinf slic was t •ff-n at I Vtisral i.' 


Tut ^h(.' Iri'd to In-, 

. li' r iiiiii'lpon th'- iK'sr 

^t-nre Ovhan 

Theodora W'mld join 

te T. 'I'll' \' w (C il( 1 1 M ' 

:i-hii('st alone 

tng( th'T in 1 1m le k- 1. 

Sir w < 'll 1 in E . Milan 

one day and 

bought Some embroi(k 

ri' '., ' 'lip or two Op 'll/'' 

a leant ifni 


pair ( ‘1 1 lower \'as( s ( >f \ (Sk tiaii yV'i ' ’ SIm- sr( about inakarj"’ 

tin.' si tt 1 1 j y-ro( a n ' Inaiay.* SIm' p'll a piaiio fi’.ini (’ones, arid 
c\a''n t'd^Tpi'np* d b> Kohl'' for S()nio 'd h'-r liir^A'and s fa\'()urite 
bo()ks. \\ In II nrj'i\S (k s)|,^ put tin in abt'ijt, diswv n]') a' 

small lablc, push'd tlr' ni''s| r< a ii f* -rb a 1 )]( ■ arnn’liaii’ int'i an 

angl'^ no^r it. d’hat was ila' s(al of corm r Tle'o^ked wh^'n 

night eaiii'' and ^ 1 '- sat dow n to sfmda* a last oigar, and re^icl 
a M.H‘dd) 0 ()kk Slif slo.id trmii.g in iniaginai ion to sw.‘ his 
hsrig limbs strrtcli' d ont . hi> le ad rcKiiip'’ agannst ties ba(‘k 
of tlio (‘liair^ ho biigld, I'atle i' (a il leal e\'es atd liis br'SW'ii, 
longdnig'T<'d han-ds. Sit- < Vi \\ tlemndit of tle ir horjeyj^n Min, 
more than b n real’s ago. Mkiiiaps -perhaps ^ 

The rjuiet da\w pas-.ed, and a s< )]'t of fe\ (a’ of it n apation , 
of anxi(»ns deore wolmAn h<'r. E\']'yh<)d\- in the' ]^(stel 

knerv that the 'Signore’ wans exp-'id^'d. Th*' servants had 
noted lew jwepara ti' ais, and, willi tje' aetme stgnpathv 
Italianst'f their ela^s f(‘gi and sliow’ w it h t fe* le 'pes' an(l ^(‘ars 
c>f a j>r( tty and kiielK' spoken woman. wi re (juifo anxiunslv 
elert for his arri\gil. Sil\ io waas specially on the qui n/re. He 
considered hiinsrlf, jn a jeafei'lly respectful way, the* par- 
ticular friend and adher(snt of tlie signora, and had already 
been devising with her waatcr cxenrsions that would delight 
the signore’s heart. Dolores Iiad arranged to hire a vaporino 
belonging to the hotel wfiile her husband was at Villa D’Este, 
E^d Silvio was to be allowed to take charge o'!* it. The day 
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before thaLon V-'hi<'h Sir Theodore was expected he had gone 
into Cr^mo jmdJjonght quantity (»f little flags. Now the 
vaporinv wa? gaily (h'e(»rated. 

' I dl g'!) int<) t'uiiio to iiK'rt tlir sigimre, Silvio/ Dolores 
said. ‘ I dl takt n Jhii'/r from ^ir pi;i//,;i lo th^ station and 
back, and we “’ll Ijring hiju home by w ;iU i\i 

" Coim (iiiia {I siio .'o’e/eev / ’ Said S]|\a> to^iis (osinrades. 
IL_‘ wisl'ied he had Ixaighl uinro 

Sir "J^lieoiL >re w.'js du'' to arri\<- Ir-eii Mii^n -a little before 
niiddav. ^11 d ] )' F a ^ li.p 1 med'' a pl.i ii f< a' liis lii^t evening 
^vitli h^ae Af^er luiadi Tk' < ► v\as t- > !•<■ t till i < a-l ini<-. Tlien, 
tUung all Its l!ag-. tip W'aild apyar to tal^e t^eni 

tM n:i,yw;i. TIp I'c w a iihHin. 'I'lp'y \‘o>iild dine on 

tla‘ l)o;it e'l^iiiiig b;i<'l.. Ali'- ads^ dp'^iad Miskas d a d' lieious 
(s »ld diniaU'. Sl e ■ a ;i , ^ a iig 1 " 1 1 lala ‘ the s^dad la I's* - If ni a wh\^ 
that ddie*» \\;is ] );i^l aai la rl \ ['••^id 

Tie' d:i\' davti'-d, raNeinU;, etar. -fill, pisaiiiang calmest 
ineffable gl(»i'ij'S. bMiAm^r fp, im |p r balcony l)ol()i-(.'S saw 
the far .^d<' of tie- lala- -.V'[wd jti <■<#•! gi’- on shadows, the 
\*hestnut \'/()(fds ()n fie- legli t' pin'^. '>f lie- hilN baiele d \^ith 
tie' [Hire and wailhfnl Iwhl -f Me- ehildhla' leair, v Inch vas 
lo\a-h' a^ il^il had hnl pi -t fall'-n »ail of 1 he lap of 1je‘ G'sds. 
TiVO ie )[ds. oie- e<i]iiing fr^tn Torie*, oie- f»an (tano, erept 
over tie; \\a\'''h'''. \vafor, \'dii'‘h t'otad ni\''kee and as if its 
tTt'inejudht\' emanat' from a oail lliat wa^ bi autilul and 
at peace. TTdei’ (le- i-Mse^ (tf \ i||a V-drapdio great barge 

was Imine ro\\<d on it-, lonft \va\^ V> laeeie Sil\uo, 

ki rraiglij )lu(^ el« »( h- e. his a rnis a s a i a 1 baled 1 1 . t le ' sun rays, 
sat iiipwa#. "11 .'I I'Va v.:i1I 111. |. |1. jiia li. y..n.l ll._aver- 
garr^efi, sniokiiig a <aga]'< Ik; and holding a h'^liing line. The 
gardener vas earefnllr 1\'ing tly -lalh <»f a ehmhing rose to 
the rail that ran at ai;i tie- < dm <»f tie- lain;. Tle-i’e was a s< 'ft 
iresljness*in tie* air thal \\a^ like 5 beie dietion, tleri’'? was 
a quiet o\ er the a id th ,'il vas like an answer to pray<;r. 

For Ike lirst tini'' siiK'o sle- had b< eiq at ^ ilia D’Este 
Dolores felt within le-rs<lf something that smined elesely 
to Correspond with that which lay around her, something that 
Vv^a5 not yet, but that pe rhaps cuuld s<;me day be, in complete 
accord with* the peace of Nature. 

' I coulcl bfc— ’ she thought. ' I could be — if only ’ 

And for a foment a great sadness overcame bcr> and she 
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felt as if she had sweetness, tenderness, fjuodnes^ within her, 
and as if they were, perhajw, becoming nt^’r^j^iied ^because 
of^the nupibirig inlluenec uf the eireiiinstaneLS e»f her life. 
Might they not s hrivel np, di<‘ out of le r altog' tie r, nnicss 
her life ll (‘arnf diffcrriit ? /Diinlv sh<- felt Iti.it it should not 
be so, tint tiu^ Ix ing ^,ho^ld iicv<u' lx‘ eoiitrollrd by 

cireurrist:i that the s(Mij hi'-iild be a I limy independent, 

llani(‘ t h;i b ret ;i 1 ns unniipair<'d its ynelits^ \vhat('Ver its 
surroiiiidi rigs. \\’hat is ^^ilhln oii ['sr Us s gn;i kes us g/’eat or 
small. y. s ! I hit is Hot !h;it^ Nvliieh is \\ it hill (jurselvcs 

formed and t I'a nsf. irnied ]>\^ [ >< g ra f i ng i nl 1 iieiaais from 
wiflasut ? Doha-es kie-w that she \sas ahilost te'LO'ihly sus- 
ceptihh? to inllusne<'s. \\'a> thatyher fault ? hk^ feaUal so 
sometimes, and ('ondeAined Ir rself. She ne\aT. saitl te) her- 
self that it was also h< r eh;irni. ^ 

4 

If onlv dkie(;) Would be h;ij>py here, as/rorno was ha])py 
now in the enibraee of the pur'e‘and 'gr’ow ing light ! Surely 
he wi.aild, he mu-g be h;ip]'y, and eo make h' l; hapjiy. 

Her fill, d with t<'ars. She Ic.iie-d f.srw ard^ oesT the 

stcaie of the bshsaoe towmsU the be;iiit\' of leitiire. Silvio 
saw her as he sat holding hw line, lie Iin.k' d at la'-r f'sr a 
monnnt,^ She remained n i- >t a aile- Tleai suddenly she 
start <.‘d, and turned her lead hooking to\sards the,ro(>m 
behind her. lb* s:iw her make a g-.oturo with her right 
hand. A waiiter a]')]w 'aO'd h''ldimf beaat'ds le i' a sabod’. 
She took so^rnething ft >in it, and th*' \s aitemtepjwwl back 
and \amished. 

Sihio frit a faint tup kt his line. Tie hare got a fisla 
When he glalierd n|) :igam at the baleoliy la- satr his ' pad- 
rona,’ as he h;id taloai tb ealling l)'>h'res, wolrntly tki^ring 
scanethiiig \\ith btgh her. harxls. brayim nts ef paper 
fluttered d>ovm SIk* turned, and went^nto the sit tina-room. 
He thouglit there was s<kiietlimg \'ery ‘'dd in laT m’r'Venjent. 
He threw his lish int'S a jsail <d water whiefi sto(.d by him on 
the shingly patly got up, and went to tin plaee ‘in the 
garden wdiere the fragments vi paper ha^l settled. He 
picked one e»f them up, and knew it for a piece of a 
telegram. As he returnedmlr>wl\* to his fisliing he waa^^idered 
if there anything wrong. His mind won't naturally 

to the great event of that day, the arri^ al of ' II Signore.^ 
Was the telegram from him ? He lit aootlier cigarette, 
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took up his l|ne, and dropped it again over the wall into 
the wi^j:er, y * 

The v<f[)mno was ordered to be at the steps ht elev«i to 
fetch the signore. In gei.d time Sih'i(k elinnged into his 
smart white c^sl^ume. Hr s.'Vv tn tli'' nianr lil;tle llags. 
They were firmly fastiiie d ami V"iild iK bra\'ely. He ar- 
ranged the wliite eii' hiMns in the ealari. Theji he turned on 
thr- nietor, took the wli.'i'l, and broiiLdif the boat eh verl}' oul; 
of thejuiat-hoir e mid round to (ho sleps. He [iad yrit waited 
there more than a <'oui>L' of niinnlos bof,,rr 1 )<5ores, in a 
\vhite dress and liat, willi a uhifo \a il and paraod, ^nd 
earr^'ing a bo.ib, eanie Diit, salut'd him with leT usual 
kind^' ‘ a^'erae, Silv*",’ and, |gillmg otic hand on his 

doubled IIVIB, st' |'|iciLhiwn into tie- beat. 

‘ W ill you gi) ii^fo tTic eabin, signui'a '' ’ l|c askei.l Iier. 

‘ No. 1 'll sit '■it ■ I'll'. It #s going to be \aTV hot.’ 

‘ Davvero ' lie answered. 

He Was abiiiit t" (diiiib up on tlm edg'' of wcod that rar 
ismud til*' etibiif, in i.rd- r to gam the ,afti'r-part of flie little 
craft, and set the motor g"mg agim. \sh'n Dolores said to 
him : 

‘ T 'm ri'4 g' 'ing t' i ('oui' s’ 
d/.i— // ,v/g//en' / ' la- exelaini' '! in suigtri^e, 

' He isn't ei ’rniiig.^ 

•Sih'i',) stal'd with Ilfs big, belli eves. 

‘He isn't .•till'- to eoiiie to-da\'. hail*a tehgTam. 

So I to go riglit up III'' lake t'^'ad' n.'Tbbia. That will 
We di'ligl;tful* 111 sii'^i W' alh'T. tal*a' hh' U[) along the left 
hand si I' iris,*and I 11 ei i| ne bai ■!, Iw' the ot h' r.' 

‘ SusEgmsi'a.’ 

. . • 

Silvio climbed jip, an*l put Uis hand on the cabin roof. 
In a mcijneiit the Hir'^b of the motor made the boat quiver 
as if, with hfe, and Villa D’EoLe was drsappeariug in the 
g'dden distance. 



SS8 


THj: FRUITFUL YIKE":- 


CILiPTER XXV 

Thf tc!''!^'fun whii’h Ii.'kI receive^, ^nd which hod 

e\')dcMtly bi.i ii (hl^y^d in was fricn her hiis- 

Mini \\ii< follows : 

X'liC'o sii( i< 1' Illy taki 11 ill, lhaii’ 1)1< lod-jx )is( tniiiyy caiirud 
I'XiVr till iR'ttrr n<a\s, r\' ^.'aT\a \v]’itiriy.-*-ldri:( )i MdRi;.’ 

Tt liad IV'rii hand' <1 in at I li<‘ ( ;i ( jd’asaat i. 

Doloiaw ||;|,1 lip- vv;i|hi' :|f 1 I |< * slM_ J I l^-lhjnni 

\\indo\\' wifh '-.< ai I' f 1 1 1 1 ly on ;i s;i|va‘r sli-' liad kiioun it was 
a trlcyn'ain from ddi- '^ lo say h'- wa^ tiol (sfm/nyn ILdr 
praparalioHa u l<-'o IT-i' a^'tna j )a I amc had b'sai 

humiliafimi^ and ridaailou . W'han^ sh-^had lorn tip thn 
tnlng^nani shf hatl poiic m | h'- hahs^-m ;iiid hiokrd pt 

the sittiny-r' iMiii, Mo\\sa'^, <’o\,ii[iy^^ ]»r<ifi/, IwmiIw, thosr- 
Amsps — all for 'I'la o ' \fid |lp‘ c aai< r \\h<is *h'‘ \\a> to sit 
the Iasi tinny af niahl, sim^hiny an<l Ysadiny feeliny 
llinronyhly at liom-' ! I haio ] i a 'K' di- w-aii ,»\ , i’ (o j[, pulled 
out tlu' arnahiair. took Mu.' hooks from dio hnlo table. Her 
cheeks imd h- r hands wore burniiiy. And la ivheart was 
burning, too, i^nrmny \Mth imfiyna ( ion. wilh a sense ♦r>f 
outrage. 

i^Aan now, as who eal in I ho \m [ h flio bh>ok slitd 

in her ki|». «\vat ehiie; 1h<' dnav i|p \>\\ 1 ho |ii»rig gardou of 
Villa Volp], tla^^elU'^l .asbl h-ais,-s of Mk|lra/io, o^' T^'io, of 
karate, {hs' more solit;i^r\'^ \ org'; whrro l^le; road rj^es befi.axi 
deseeiiding t* > Arg< ‘gno, she \'v a s i mablo lo 1 )<_o j in tt^’isaist mable. 

He m.'Ver wanlod to etjuie ! ^IJo masT iiioant t'a eo^ie ! ' 
She was saying that to hurscif. ^\nd sty was bfladving it. 
She liad 1)'‘on ()U>tcd from lea’ ])Iae(‘, tUo <.nl\' ]>]a<T^ Aie cared 
for, in Iheoihwos hoar*l, bv htflo bv fhose children, 

and — she lewv for tli'* lirst time dotmitrlv addod tliij — and 
by their m'stle’W Lkdcause she laid oiil\ gi\ en lea* Iiu^band 
the devoted hsve of a iiaturo ca])ak>le <af gri^it de\adtion, and 
had not given him a child, she was to lie put aside — oh, of 
course, in the most gentle and hatural— natliral wmy I— and 
left to what ? To brieve ! To skating 1 Tt>— ^husks 1 
She trembled as she sat there in the sun, while the moto^ 
^I^pbbed and the boat rushed on. And it was that 
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shook hef. Sie 'hated little Then at that moihent ! She 
almost^ wislird^j — • 

Arg^^gnf) pas-^^ed. Thu prrat shTi-tah of theJaku, w^ich 
scams to be guarded liy far-off li* ll;igir>, an almost fain'likc 
to\™ under its^ climbing (‘aiiiu into \^4\v^wit]i the 

peaked and na >iigf;iii[s that an(>tldur land than 

radiant and sm,iliiig It;il\a 'hlu' bM;j| mkM* nl^" swayed o\'cr. 
l.)<»l(_)ras loftknd li;i^hl\' Tsaind, ninl saw S]l\i(» clambering 
ttsw'ar^ls he]’. ]b' d'-^snidril ^^ith a <’<>u j^cnjics.^o I sat 
dow’n in tli<^ [>]’‘0\', and^t<Htk tlc' \'di' < 1 , tin'iiiit^ liis eyi'S 
ti'ovards tils ffaig IS :n‘lM ^ ixUwcrn 1 lir u\ nnd IhUsgm. 

D<>I(>r('.^ fr)( tijr<‘ li-' li.'id <s>ni'' liccmis'- nf a {''sling of 
symit:ith^^,^li h. r. An<t*Jliis l.>nctpd 1 i<t, and at 1 1m sariV‘ 
tinir ndmd.tM fna ^<ai afiMH (.f ang^a aial distisss, and » d 
acute hninilia I iMii. IucmI: out of il . if jx .-a! da dm began 
to talk to Ih- lad,^nd da- f.u<^ d Iin-df to talk gailv. 

^Perhaps ] 'll atav .^it^tlTio md <d tie* lako all dafk sliu 
said presently, ' And e<aM'' ba<d. b\' nio. -nliglil 

‘ Put Iiav'i"* ra 't bi'( ajgli f I k* (linia'^d said Sil\ !(♦. gazing 
'at hrr W'itli a la■\^ g' lil kaa ' • 

‘ Idle famous dinia r ’ 

IT'OV slic^li.'id lalla'd about it, lia<l aiij<.\a'‘d (uaku’^ng it ! 

Olj, I can diia‘ at ( ’ad'^i labl aa < u IkHaa^'* in (Sja* (»f the 
hotulsd sh '‘Said. ' It will bcgr'at fun. 1 shall k )ve to cr»me 
hetrne by na x ailiglil . 

.Akuis* ! # 

Thr^^ IpHssrd thaniiost Ix'autifiil t'llla on*tla‘ lake, an ex- 
quisite g.^Lrd<ni ruuigiig almost UlWI. surrounding Iwaa houses 
and a htlla^-aiiipanil'- in a s..|i1ai’\^ pla<x‘ (ai a jxiiut, with 
tcTTfy-'^ rising, drs.pjang, to t onaco,* \m I h (di wall of carved 
and w'eaths'r-kiss( d st < ui'^al x >\ (' < -Id w all, dh \s ilk ovs p(')uring 
their green trrmses — id^yjost as if m a libati'sn — (>\aT damp 
and pi^assy stairways (»f ^tiua' IxialTiig down iiitc) the lake 
dcptlis. Tills \ ilka Iia<l f'U' k'lig ra-.ars Ixxm d' SiTted k)y its 
owmer, hjml prrlia|>s jiartly for that reasor^ liad acipiired a 
look of rornams# \N hi«‘ti w as poignant almost as a soft and 
beautiful cry in a sohtaiw" plaer. As Drdui s saw it sha 
thought ; 

To have seen that with Theo-^Inving me 1 ’ 

And all thje hardneas of her ang^T melted into a sort of 
anguish suct^ is she had never felt before with so niuch 
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poigTiancA", the anguish of yearning uselessly for something 
the heart knows eonld satisfy it ahsnlutelv. 

^Ivio, Sf^usng that his ]>a<Ir-'rja was gazing at tliu (le«;rTte(l 
villa, offured t** turn and run tli'- bout int«o its tiny liarljMur. 

It is wc.'L’itifnl ! ’ h<‘ rx<'’TLini''d, in his t *ud and manl}^ 
vr>iur, waving Ins Iwozyu arm t'evs'ird-. tlu* \s'ill"\vs. 

X't lujw/ stu' answered, .i it tmII mg luT with s( >m<:‘ 

ditli'Silty. ' 1 will gi t out at bad< uabbia/ 

' Si^ugnsira ! ' 

P' rli:i] s T hi liirs' a boat tli<’r<s,and g' • for a rtsw.’ 

l a bena. si l! nor a b 

• I 

Dsilorrs flit thal she must ffoUi the lad's silrut 

SSTUgathv, altlaaigli alu' ^^a^ s''U.ictl\^ gra t< ti i khi -'g i t. Slu'- 
must 1 )u rit h'S' <11111'' al"]!' or \‘u ( li ^ojiu ■ st ra i ig r w hoin sle ‘ 
had nover bt'for'' S'''‘n, w lio kn-'W im ' t Idling at all of Ilt. Arid 
she must net allow ta'i' rlf to ylnuk t'M. m\;<’h of wliat liagpi- 
ness IS in tfi'' workk Su'hi tliofignt \\as dang' rseis. It 
‘ might in tina' a<“t u))'*n tliu spitah like a sl<<\'/ p')]o)[i u])''n tlu' 
kiodv, 

Sil\ao br'iuyht tlu' b(tal. m < loo* to tlio \\'o(id(ai landing- 
stag'* at Ca' h aial )bia. 

' i'ii\ and lia\<' \aair luia’ln SiKiod P'-lorcs yiid {<'» him 
as slu' g' t cut. ' 

' So. igiioi’a. What tiiii' \^lll \ ou want t'» stait baek ? ’ 

She h'‘utat<'d, I'H.kifig a<T'cs tluw smooth \\a(er loathed 
in the burnvig ra\w ofMla* ^um tin ii U[) at th'vU'o(*l:y turr<ds 
cf the niounfaiiis b' Iiua'i Jk llagio and rvee<s». And .^Iis* felt 
that at this moment oMitr life it W(»ul^l lx* svell ^or her tw 
ha\a? a long aft<“ru'»on of solilu'h'. ' 

Cadenabbia loiha'd alm'>^t iitterK' (h'^ert'^d. TlieVg was 
riot a boat on tlie lake. It was th<' laeii^ \\h<;u fM'ople eat, 
or <''nj< gv the siesta. 

' I d'udt think I 'll go'till quit(' tlie e\e;[iing, Silvl'S. pon't 
bother alj'sut nu' at all. Put br* liere abrnTt six, and then I '11 

I 

fix the hour for starling.' s 

He I'soked at h<*r ratlu'r iu< juiringly. N's d<aibt he felt 
himself tc) be almost in eharge of her. ILswever he only 

said : ^ ^ . 

‘ Va ben^y signara,^ took off his cap, and caught up his 
jacket from the boat, 

‘ I ^ill go and eat maccheroni/ he added. 
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And he w^nt nff al<>ng the straight road by the houses, 
swingi^ig his dMult Ters. 

iL hrV^id du:i|)[M arcd r)'»l'r( S felt a straTi^^" Isnr-l^ioqs 
su(] dually d'.'^of'nd u|h >n ln_T. Il (■( am* cd its( If \ agiad v \’v ith 
I go sit li' ait , ' < n n ‘d ;d nr ' 4 1 x ^ | >; l r4 < »f 1 1 a; Ja ] 4 'hind 
her \\as tll<‘ Ih I I ]\< \ \]i\ u il h tl -.^hig and gill taring 
wiiahovs, it-, -xows (4 Itahxaias. 4'\N'> idl'^ ss'aitcrs ware 
staring r.iit at Iraa An old lady, jasihaMy (aTiiian, with n. 
’r<'d, {;(diihLlitd< H A n ig fa**", aixl a liaf of ti 1 1 1 ta ]'( 1 on »]( )Ured 
straw Set awrv (ai i a i' li' i^d, alii<‘li \^a. a/'/'g'a cm ck^ci'lr, spied 

upon Irr fr^an (ai'' of :h'‘ hahxaii''s, with an air <>[ l^xnd 

att^alt]<al* 1 )( .f as s lurn-sl (jUiaLKn an<l \vallad (Lovn the 
IS -a(l®tli:^i^^ds J ► th'‘ \ if^L ( ait'lfa. dlio was not linngTV. 
Sh(‘ iLoohail iiol df ^unali, hut pissriilly to ha\a_‘ t<'a at a 

Sli'' TiP't no otr'^n 1 la - roa(dJ)ul s:iv/ u \t \\ tourist s. ( d rniaii 
and J^aiglnln na' My of tia' fMiiad- s( x and (>ls\aou^ly un- 
n laiTiad, sit ting a i n a ■ 4 s< pia t I i f ig - in a rl m a i I’s d\- t la ■ \\ atrT, 

it h an ^ai r of fd l< la t ha I as I a 1 1 h W'l I h la a^ \', laek- 

lustis* (W'as tlav' daisd a I li^ias .la pa-.od. ( 'h r i < i?ir ^^'as 
writt'.ai all o\ rr tli'an. Tli^'V wsis' adaiataa d, Ida' (h 'la-hets, 
to tla- ])ro^‘css(S (4 dig. -li-ai. hafia* tla* gis'at g>d' of tlie 
\ ilia *da I lot 1 a she ])aiio.(l^ 4 ;|m‘ f( a i n t ,a t n < as * pl;i\ang in 
a rnar^'rl (4 rosos. SI a* \\ad‘la'<l tla- -.hining A\adr for a 
ntornant — tlas h\ ing \'^it <a’ -and sla- I'.jn. nid< rod a ssnleiH's' 
raice sjiokon^to la r dy a wianan fitoiid no h^igii- \sMing; 
‘1 nn^stJi.a\'o aff-oTain fisan s.aiaf^od\a Aff'etaai ts) na‘^ is 
4:he wator of hfod ^ h'. a’ yoars slF' ja'id not thoiiedit of that 
sentencia •Vet all t la* o y, .-n-s h^ r na na a-\' ha<i kept it close, 
like#a*t ra asiiro laid U]) in l.avondor, 

Bcirca, ,v/ges)/^j ! ’ 

An ( 4 d doatniain \\ith a wiirdd<'d fa<‘o aln^cast th(‘ er>lour 
of TiLali(sd;uiv, was addrov-ing hor. Sho liM.kod at him, and 
drsadod at (aieo. He w^aild not syni[)athnsa would not want 
to tajk. W( add jmt do t laas-, r- -w ing hh^' an ( dd machine. 

She stcppod iftto his <sanfortadlo doat. 

About a quarter to fcair that aftanauai Dohuos hogan to 
feel a h*)nginy^ ft)r tea. She told }u^ < .ld maeldne, and he sug- 
gested taking her to a luiterin whiel^ stands absolutely alon^ 
on a knoll above the lake. Near it is a l)lue grotto, which if 
showTi to visitors almost as solemnly as the grotto at Capri. 
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As they were draA\'ijig near to it, lint were still at sonie 

distance, Dol(')res saw a vury sinnll IMaek a grunl way 

off ^ tlie She ]o(sk<‘d at it f'*r a rninut(’t thrn lofsked 

away. Ihit |>r<‘X''ntl\ sla* tnni'al lai’ eyrs to^wards it again. 

They wc^e irar* r to i( noy,, and slir saw - it was iTKaving. 

Sho h' gan tv) wateh it wdli a faint intrr' st. Was it a dog ? 

But why slioihd a d-g i'o so far out in a haalv^ ]>art of th<‘ 

lake? (?Hjld it 1 M wa nia n. a sw mill M r ? SIh' k( gan ts) thiid: 

it must ho. ‘-ho folh.W(d 1 ho pis'su-o-s of tho darla 

ohjoet a ('ortain < jUK'koiimg .of iiit< r< (.won W'itli a 

da^yning [(‘olmg (d ndmi rat ion. If, as soohh d noarlv eertain 

to lier now, it was th*- h'sad of a s\', imniiiig mam hs' was a 

veryMuio and mlropal swiiiim<r, ;;ri(| mmt ha \ i^wo.uio a ksng 

distanoo. h< a thw'' w’o no la a isrs y h »i i o ihisiparl of tla'^ 

lak<a OliK' fai' <•][ tlio (‘l(),od Xilha of nn Isnalwlimaii st(S()d 
' / ■ ' 

at the gT(‘' n f. .( g of t la- h 'ij- ly, moiml ain ahs And in the 
distance iM'yond, ^^as 1 ho liitt' /.//S'ss/. And ns) boat 
' ae(‘onipani< d lie' m<'\i{ig hoad if il was .adioad. bd’oin 
whs'iieo iiad it eoino ? And \‘diillior \'.as \t a'^mg?, ’ 

The old ma<dim'‘ leal his l>a<h; to jh ;r, h<' I’owod with a 
slow'sliS'ko fhat la \or \-;irH d, sta i ing dightly siduw ays witli 
his snia Hr 1 >< Tyl-e. »|. .ur< ( I ( ya .. 

' A\ ha L \s tha t' ’ 1 1 .t a- aslaab {u ant ing I ^ >w ards tliod daiT 
thing. ' l! iiiii'l bo a mam T sup|>io.-, swimming.' 

Tho ])oatman ski\'d\ tiiriasl lu^ h'n-ak and look a 
and stoady I»^ok. 

\ os. It 's a I mill* Vd la' w i a h in a rat I a •!' hoaj’s(^\ uiue. 

' Whore is ho g-ang. do Wai thmh 

The old man shniga^' d his shoiihh r-. 

' Wdume W(“ ar<' g'Sng, nia\l»od 

But he starod \ oi \' hard at ,1 ho nae, mg hsad. ;ind an aln’ujst 
fierce ka( nnao. e;imo int'» his old oyos. ITo pullod harder at 
the oars. V^ iv so..n 1 )o|oras o^aild m a nio\a na nt i^ the 
lake ns tho ‘-wimm-r eloavod hi . w;iy thr^aigli it \Mth strong, 
almost maehinodjk(‘ stroke's, then a gh-am of ^^h'rte as his 
shoulders, rising a littlo out of the wat< r, eaii^tit the sun rays, 
then a regular llaiblike moti(_>n of his arm as he changed 
from the breast t(:) the side stroke. 

‘ ^Yhat a pace he gors^! ' she murmured. 

There w^as a ooricentrated strength and energy in the 
man’s swimming which made her heart leap k)r a ijromentj 
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at foot of tli<^ k I H liiiM 1 ^ I ih'li r« 'SO t Ik “ iiioiintain-sK k', 

i;hK lir:L(l m^lIio’ -.ainiUKT \\,iK»'Fa\ly travi limy to\^'a^(]s 

the f u K 1 a‘»:*lK_' \\alk'-(l up the p;itli t(t [hr lil[l<_‘ IioUkc 

she man K;iir\'my ;i t'a-.d, u ]»;m;mia h:it, kikI a '>mall 

leather suitusa^^e k)ii s(a‘iiiy her he smihd, and lurniiig his 
head, shouted : 

‘ Mfy:’ia ! a Uidy’s comma ! ' 

An amp4e woman, rustic and kind in appearance, and 
browned by the sun, came eait of the house in response to 
the shout, and, \\dth smiles and salutations, conducted 
Dolores to s^at under the trees, received her order, jind 
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walked cheerrully away to carry it Ref()re she entered 

the house she shaded h<T eyes witli u sinad hand, 

on ^vhich shune a li' yvy LI ring, and ge/.ed down to 

the lake. / 

D»el' )rcsF;i ig her j);iras()l afiM h<T book ow 1 l\e wooden tea- 
tal)h‘ and sat slid. leL.w ficr, on dio fartler sid<‘ i>f the 
kn«>ll, s}i(‘ s.'iw sfiiurt Ixcil 1\ ing. Li it \\;is .-b'( |)inga l^x-at- 
inan clad in se:irl'-t ;ind white. d'he Italian (lag IN \v at thee> 
st'Tii. \VarTntli, silence wrepped the w)i..le plcee, ad the 
scene thef lay befei'e her eyes. 'The s|(<-pitg iK-atmen, 
whw.e attitude and vdi^se tlii-..\\n bael: lesid .ngg^ ^ t* d a sort 
of (Msstasy of rep(e,e^ ga\'e to the piefiji'e a sii.eeg ^ not'‘’ of 

stidness, a value \slji<'li i i.'t< a'S'd t ne effect Uiade fa Nature. 

Hushed aeti\ilies ware 1 le re. The su^ ^mil tlie hour had 
sealed the {(funtains. Onl\' that swunner s\uid >< li c.d by 
his d(^t(U’inined stisTu' the teiUe e. ,, ’ gr sN )f hfe. 1 toloi’es 
could not sse liini now\ hut she fed Inni (T a\apg his way 
towar<]s her thi'<ajgli tj'e < |eni< nt that eaij d-ytrey, but that 
sujgioi ted, made pes^.d -le, his h. L 1 and s* r< lie aet i \ i ry. 

And though stir oat nie1r,nd-.s m the midst of tlr; peace, 
the eX'|Ui de -oihtu'je, she l-uiew not p< aee, fiof (Siidd she fssd 
anv charn’i, or sailin'ss, of sohtude. 

O - ..V 

FVeseldly, it seeliie,] j,, d-r OM*n, she he;ird a dlstatlr 
sound of xaiiee^, and she kiaws' that th<‘ ss'.imnier had gaing'" 
the land. The hiown-faee.l \v<.man <.*ame oiit ()f the hous<^ 
bearing a tiU}', arid s( t, Iwfore her a hug' china teapot 
sugar, ciaoiin, null; in a ^.ejpnate jug, a lag cup and stiucer, 
bread and laitter, aial a laige currant (salde. ^ 

L)ol()res tliaiilc (1 her in an al > e u t -mm<h d \\ay. Sh-* still 
heard tic we voi( s s. 

*■ DsUi (d ar<^ is (saiiiingd sa’id the \/oman, standing be^uJe 
her. ' ir<‘ has s\snm ad ,j lu' \'rav from tine \ ilia Si'ena.’ 

' Where is that t'' 

' At Bedagio. lie is a swimmer I 

* Thank you.’ 

The woman smiled. 

* Very few swim ms he does,’ 

She returned to the house. 

Dolores began her tea, aiw^ays listening to the voices. 
Soon they grew louder, drew nearer. She heard steps 
crunching on the stones beliind her. But she did not look 
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round. The noise of the steps reused, arid she henrd n. sssicc 
that sh^‘ kn^'W ^ay in Italian : 

' Si, si. • (Vt h' re nrah r tie? trr. s ! ' 

Th^ai a^eencnt flare Nva^ a 4i)nijJ<'t(‘ silaiiec. Sla' 

lcn<ov that (dsars^ Far<lli w a^V^■l •' f'diny Ixf. ^la:* l](*us'- 
and loijkiny t(>\\ards h^'j’. I>u1 still sifts (.hd ia»t turn rouiad. 
At last he saiil : 

' Tridy Fannyny'- ! 

Tla^;i sh's 1' " )!nahand ^ aw liini, .aw liini staraliny in a white 
liii' ii snik witli a painnia hat, 1la' leani Innad d(»wn M\'er 
his e\sss, u hiflik il <ay;ii'< ,k' in lua haial. Ui. dart, fac'" was 
axi rarirdi nan I \' Todi and Main' las Ifi liynr'' s'cnad to 
exhalT' f^j^ ^ \a a ]1 1 1 , hnl*^a'l lla' x-eilli (.f 1la' hoy, the 
sti'ongar, r\'4ai niora \^ilal ra.nlh 'd The man who is yMiniy. 
' Xor>n*rad dawn ! ' \\as la r oiia-L tlaaielil-. 

C( ‘Sa !'( ' ea 1 1 a ' n j » • 1 a as 1 h^ \\ a . < • \ a 1 ' 1 1 1 1 ' ' a i a as h al sur- 
prised t.. lind laa’ llaa*(s hut -l).Tucs sa\s it at oia^e- -he 

was not asj . iiii di'd. It*' hnA lai’ Iiafid. aral laid it in his, 

and sh<' l^'h all ria“ fi'i ■ .1 1 n* ■ ' ^ 'd lla' la 1ft ifi Ills liaral.* 

' 1I< iW d- liylil fill, and law? ^ 'X 1 ra< udi i lary, to (saiie upon 
^a )U here and all al' aa' ’ 

‘ d'heii \a^u < I’e I ia' '' muia r ! 

• \ 1%<1 \s Ml lla' 1 ' ev (T. lad ft in lla' h^ la I 

^ Dal \ ( ,11 la '1 as ■ iij<‘ Y i a I el,,', 1 y, ,ii f, ,i a t eiy tinie. I 

tht>i]n;lil at liml \ , ai w a d' 'W. 

Sla ■ la 1 lyl a s^. 

' IJias - f-a df \our laht' 'la' a da fl. 

^ Of eoyrse’d 

He ('auylft a ehanx put it o[)p<>sit<“ t^ hei’, and sat down. 

' It^id y' 'U ser ra 'thine’ I laT' - 1 ' sla - s.nd. 

‘I like seeuiy , fa»l liiyy/ X\nd how did 

ysu C'sny- from Villa 1) Is tc ? Fy th-' st' ana-r fr'sm Cer- 

msbhi^a?^* , V 

Dohji’es ])ut down tli' lay (ajp \‘vhieh sla: vsas just lifting 
to hei; li]^. 

You knew I ft. as at \dlla 1> li te V 

'Of course. It is better for you t<s la- there than at 
Frascath’ 

He said the last wwjrds with a,sud(Jen, and almost intense 
seriousness, likj a man who had, <ar believed liimself to have, 
a right to judge of w’hat was good and evil for her. 
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‘ Oh, T fhlnk l'>as(*ati is delicious in summer/ said Dulorcs, 
quickly and decidedly. 

LBut \a)a m’e VilU D'JUte ’ 

^ ; i 

At this Ill*trn( ll^ the wouiaii e.ime (snt \m,' h C(‘sarc's tea. 
He spola^ te her familimly eelliiij^^ her Mena, and inejuir- 
ing for ne ]iih( rs her faimlv. She- neah- a \e»luhle and 
deliyhh-d r< ply. When she had y^'Cie he' said ; 

' ' J'^iami a child 1 '\c hiMai ^n lie lake. M\' unele, Prince^ 

Caiiiaia, has tie A ilia Sireiia al la llayi<>.’ 

llelook 'dal te rainj I ! i< 1 1 , 1 1 1 > a d ly h t si 1 1 1 |e, rep( at ed ; 

\ \ i ai are at \'illa 1 )dU.1 e/ 

()nl\^ ft'r a f' '.s' da\'e. I in e\p''e‘ 1 iiiy nee hmhaiid.’ 

lie ha 'll t eM]n<- lie n V 

lie was 0 . lia\a' arri'v < <1 till - ne 'riiiiiLn' 

^ I I iee,v.' 

' Jhit 1 1 ' ea ' si le ( ‘ \ e|a in j< ■( h a 1 1 1 e * t j I 1 a I - )i id m d a ny - a. 

' It s \'er\' siiiipta 1 was at hra eali thivc davs ayn. [ 

Imd lewai walh nj\' na>tle]’ in h' a 1 1 ha is 1\ — ' ]!'■ suddenly 

drew 1 lis deiised )|a i ' k U ' ■ 1 as i\'v s ( h e.'. n a i a I l< •> »].' h .ilii st 1 autal 
fnr a nnajeiit. 'the' mu-t, wai Ln'evv, S' a nef unes ! 1 

tluaiylit y<ai wcis' dillat I'j’a^eali. Ilial '.ai 1 1, m 1 i waai I’eli t eeP 
a villa f< r t h'‘ 'aiiniie r. And I w<ail (i\<r -t'* -, c. It was 
a gha’iMiis da\ d' A- I was caiiiTiy iiiIm tie- Pia//a Ihaniwia 
I ene< ainf'-red a plena* part y ya>iiiy t« y Tu'^<-iiliini. ehildren 
nil (h aikeys, t n ladl'-s in a p' a i \' ea I'i’i y. a a le 1 \s a 1 1’ ) i Ushand . ' 

' I'he L)er,/i|s (.f ('ufjrsc ! eaid J)wli.ren trsiiiy te> sp'.ak 
carelessly. 'So'iliat wa/lewv y<>u hiew/' 

‘ Ah.'s. I ent Willi I Ijefn [i> 'I'll sajhiiii 

^ Vmu : ' 

A sudden hardie aliiiM-l a hilt' mess, 1 fa n s )ri i I'd liei 
faras ( esare saw he-fore hini a ii' y l)(ihay s. Arid D< »le'res 
herself, a nrauent latei', sal wrapped in hi(M( n w. aider yt 
her r>wii jM issiljilit les, <W( n at her ^wn pi -'sent- realidv. c H-aw^ 
she must ha\ e eiainted upen this nianhs see]<d l(>\aaltvAr> her 
to ha\T felf lha' he was a traiter heeaii-e he te* Tus- 

culum I It was as if she had h]'»>k<'ii a <a arm landnieiit , and 
was no hsnyer the* waanan she had Ixs.-n. 

' Tliey asked me to. The smallest yirl asker/ me, dnsisted 
on my coming,’ ^ 

‘Oh— Viola!’ She forced a smile, and /hen waes able 
really to smile. ‘ She is devoted to men.’ 
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Ol i 


iitTf : 

n|iiiiL,^ just iirAV.’ 
/'i Wi'fr a qufsti'jii. 


* Evidently. And iii^Ti will aErLuuly bt devoted to her.’ 

^ So *ny Ii^^lkTiid told you he was e^ininy here ? 

' AeS. Tl\ t Was why I weis sw iim 
Dolores look^l at luju, and Iht (w 
'I tlaeuaht h'‘#\vas here — aP Ahlhi^ Dd'bte •w iJh y(sii, I 
mean/ 

\\ li\" are y' lu n< / ha \ i fia s'oiir I ■ a 
'I Avauted — I Ii"|h d [xrliajo \aai \'><aild poiir it out for 
me/ 

She drew Ijis t^ a|>..( OeAard. laaa 

'I miu^ yt sy a 1 1' I hi I ly li'»l ini'* m- / he a<ld' d, with 4 iis 

a laii l\ / iiie^ s\s nil fis sill 

She ()ut- lli''‘f'a autl ea \ e him ill'' lay eiip. Ih' 

felt that ^h'' had Tviyi'^ ' n him !< a’ liauny y' a ' ''^Ti run ifl llJiJifc% 
HoW' yoial that sh^' ha.^ lyajct/ il a iiiai o i' f-a' f'-iyiv ^la' .. I 
‘ "W/ trlds of y^ 1(1 ! ’ 1 1' add'd, as h' ■ [Hit 1 li< ■ eil| ) to his ]i])>. 
And lie sn lik'd at h'']' as h'- dra;,L. \\< I n I he (aiii and 
the dra\Pii d'e'.n brim <d In I da' aaw I in. Mae/ eyas 
yleaiiiiny willi liylil. I Ini iii'aia iit lla'ir liis'^ ss'ciia'd 

straiiyebr e< arn til t ab d, a sun ra\ ^ an b\' a burniiiy ylas>. 


iiK ot^ Idiyli di ma mi'T. ^ 1 1 
^4t-dlayi'a^^n^l i4 lao. d'aM^m 


Tlr re n« >1 


11 /. 


rei I a 


Nvalif t's rid( 


sn^niiis .'arciejiiiiy i- y . m a 'Sva\ iiiai mao-' u 
happy la vn I lid' "f hi ^ T. m 1 ; a fb r 1 h' ■ ^iia - . 1 f- a I it 
'This IS ImII'F fijaii Ibaie', b. 1 1^ ]■ lli.m^'J/]^' 


yoTir ihind < ai f li'' ein b/ he aid pul I my lie <aip d')\'vau and 

sliiditlv :.l I'eb'l nil"’ I' y . m a \'va\' tin I mad-' la r f- al the 
^ n , , 

1 a 1 1 m a u . 

e 11 1 u 111 , and 

lOaW^ m^eh 1)1 ( t' r than m\' lal la As l)lae(' laar AhaiZa Willi 

• ''V 

Ifttle Doiffi.^ r 1 nil:i^ ' le - 'U el:u 1 1 a 'df wiMi an a]na»st boyidi 
Sound yi hn \s 

' I;? D' )nna 1 /"nila 1 la'i'e 

‘ Oh yes. ^baaTiaey nianiina^Avanf s na' te) maiae la r/ 

. ' Ad')U-*-J )' »nna L r'^ula ' 

Th^ lltth'-l-ll, e^Th -1 )-.'‘r\ant. briym-eyed, nai’is^w^ rose 
up bef^iieT)ol( yes. 


Cestre'Teaned ^ 1 1 M |e for\'v a rd o \ ^ r t la ' I a 1^1 e. 

‘ You doi/t think we should suit ? 

' I don’t knoAY that 1 can b ll/ 

' Mamma aays we are made for eadi otla lu to supply each 
other’s deficiencies.’ 

‘ Perhaps shc*is right/ 

' She if ice can supply the deficiency of tire/ he sai^ 
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in a tone that vibrated wath C'en tempt, and almost wth 
indignation. ' D.j you think it ean ? ’ . ^ , 

Vis eyes' were askii^^ licr laaiiv mure que^ions than his 
Ups. ' ' ’ / 

^ No/ FolM'rd sanl. 

Cesare IrM.kpJ subl<i'‘iily happier. ' 

‘ \ MU uiidei otaiid tliiiipo lh;il: pn.dr d'dar iiiarnnia has no 
ee'irieeption of. \^dU uiibh r.oLaiid \sh\ I took that 

‘ Jibov cfo Vf )i] kn-os that ? 

D'l'idt y< 111 ? 

Perhajib. 1 am n-J <|mlM sur<\ Nm, \<' 1 i nekdn’t exDlaiij. 
It dr ibsiid Ti lat t( I’ \\ h' t ] i< T I (Im ( e iH it 
' Tm Iil(‘ it d< K'N.' 


' i ill iimm; ^ d my. 'If.’ 


' Wyvr y< 111 ? 

‘ Vory ( dt'm.' 

Do 

you oft' m 

t hii)^ 

^ 'if yhirsolf V ’ 

She paiis'-d, 

1 lion 

ad' I' d, \'v 1 

illi a 

S'li't Ilf s.M.l serioiisri'bss, 

almost liko a 
trcNsfiil : 

ehlld 

wh" has 

i Us t 

r'.ah d boiiietdiiig dis- 

' I dll afraid 

I mil 

an eg' iiint. 



‘ No, i d'.nd 

1 liini 

, 'O'), 



' Yi 111 (‘an’ t \ 
' .11 (h 1 Ti' it 

: n o w 

llMik 

lll.e an rgi 

'1 -.1 


'Do nir.\ o y 

oiir ( 

•hai r so t h. 

dl y, 

'll ean som tfie \']r'W', she 

said. ‘ I qilil o 

h.'do 

t< 1 S' '■ m 'U 

vv 1 1 h 

\'<en' kael/i'i it all.’ 

lie got np a 

t (JlK 

‘e aiel put 

Im I 

‘hair si(Je\'m'i \'S, (jiie of 

tile ends of the 

hill' 

■ ial D. 


• 


‘ D'dirt eem eare f.*!' h'bauty, f'-r Xatuit t'' ' she added, 
almrist entaeilly. 

' \'ery miib'h, m my 'va\a' hb said. ^ 

' What \s a\ms t fiat ’ 

'I hk<‘ iii'emlams lx (etiisr vine (‘an- '‘Imih ^ laarn -^vater 
because one ean swim in it. I luve tla' (ijieii, for a ya^lop on 
a good hunter, Idm my Irish mare, Mi.sJusa ; the marshes for 
the duck sliMoting.’ 

‘ And sunsets and moonlight nights ? ’ she asked, almost 
obstinately, arai wath th(‘ air of one ^vh(:) is gettuig an adver- 
sar>" in argument into a corner. 

‘ A moonlight night — yes, I could care for that, I could I ' 
pushed his hat a little upw'ards and backwarcU. * To- 
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night there will be a mrir^n,' he saiil. ‘ ]!y tlw way, you have 
never Uld nie fetjw yell came fruin Villa 
I came inX 
‘ All alone ? 

' Yes- — of ertiirst^ At least T %atl 
Who A Sil\h(_) ? 

‘ A very nice b( batman.’ 

^ Si ? ^ ^ 

He rank S( )Tn<4 Tie ct t<o'i willi frank r< list), put down the 
eup, ami saal^: 

’ \\V r< LOjlar r<>nipinL^ at Yu <‘ulinii. V'lur hiisbaiid 

was alne.'st lik*' a 1 h*v. I <lrlnh Lii<»\\ luni bcf.a's’ 

\' 4 'M <'a( aiih^liinpV 

' T n''\''T in llj'‘ af I '.a ie •< .n. 'I’liat ’s [i line liltt* boy r>f 
Mrs. ])(_■! viksS 

* lla ’s ill *11' » w^jiy- li^tla dirip.’ 

^ 111 ? ’ 

' V(T\' ill. I hn afi'aih. Ylial \s -lliaf ’s wliv my husband 
(■( iiildn t )ii i( ■. lie I ( l< yi a t )|i( d at fib' la'.t iireia'iif. You 
bc(‘ Ih; js tiH' cl 11 libs c] lai <1 la n, and si a m k to liiin alnr 'st iu the 
'^jlaec (jf a — 1 mean lie f' * Is a cu tain la )n - ibililw’ 

'] )ocs 1 h •? ’ ^ 

*(jf«'‘oursc he (hu's. d’lc'V Yc afiaid it is lfla<jd-[)( asi ining.’ 
' ddiat S( iUIhI> laaiU’ 

^ T shall ha\ c a 1' 1 1 cr*t< t-ni. eas ov cvpl.aimn'U 

* And if it bad n<'ws will \ oii h a \ c to no b.^ch ts) Fros- 

• ^ % jp 

eati ? < 

' I ! Qf coiiro' What pTMid^saild T Im* ? 

'I \^'ond<T \^liat lh'‘ news will b'“b ^aid b^v.-u’e, after a 
paus(*, ' AVill \a)U do sonadhiny for me, Lad\' Cannynge ? ^ 
^ Wdiat is it ? ’ < 

Wdll you let iiu,* knrwv tle^ news win n voii e« t it ? lie ’s 
such m fine Isttle b*^'. I should like to hear low he gets on.’ 
' I dl send vou a (sird tlran’ 

' T.i tl^Vi'llu Sireiia, Ih llagio. Thanlr y^u.’ 

She haoked atTiim with a s<aLrehing direetness. She had 
eyes that were incapable of looking aetuall\ juereing. Almost 
ahvays fhere^seemed to be in theib (doiid}' depths a soffness. 
He thought of her nieknamca ‘ Gi^owlVo’ 

‘ And anyhow' you will stay on at Villa D’Este for a time ? ’ 
‘ I supj^ose so. I think sod 



350 


THJE FRUITFUL VINE 


She had l<jwered her eyt'S imw aivd spoke witli some faint 
hesitation. 

NAnd (piite aL aie, it Sir Tln-nd'.'re ('and gcUaway Y ’ 

' I — I like snlifade.' It rests (»ne.’ [ 

She kitsw'l.y his , xpis sMon — she \va\ again looking at 
him — that he hacf seen thisnigli []< r harrieeilc of a lie, had 
Seen at Isast s^aiedl line < d t hr Iriil h eis )iielii[ig hr hind it. 

1 driht, frr tr(> Ujig. Aiid I 'ill alrne- ;it til'.' \i!la. 

lllielr is S:ds/)iiiagLnMr(‘/ 

' \\hy\l<» \ayn sta\' tlirr(' llirii Y ' 

M thriiglit 1 Would (saiir. ] Miiiit: 1 ojll stev a little 
wliil-.^ 

I ] u. I ‘ vrs iiow t old 1 )^vl' as ^ pi; 1 1 [‘i 1 e tie' I n i i 1 1 , \\ liK.s alrr 
she knew tleaiah it h:id nr\(r Ijrrn s[>o|. cu/ tleaigh, till 
- T - '.hr liau nr\Si- \'vj^li((l it to !)(.' sp(yl^oIi, Tld t(.)-da\' I 

Siie'r^tY'o'US' had (saie' up lrMitr/is/ui tPir water, siie.'r she 
liad fAf f li- tis-slinrss ,d tie' laLo HI liu liafeh Ofier lie had t-Fl 
!e r of tli.'it iur(‘1 mg \'.jiieh had riK], g m |ih, p aiimg the parts’ 
t(j Jhmeiilium a is rhh'ss frrjinpr |);,g gi'(a\fi w 1 1 liuVlirr, hark 
etrlen thisaigli her, pmetralmg - il s-mie d -throimh e\a_‘r\^ 
vein in le r ho.jy, she had n-hd it, with a Aarlhd thrill, 
w'lirii laa’ miiid^ fo]’ a moiie'ut l|,id glunp .ril t h^^ maids de- 
frih.iou. Aiel at that iieaie lit. tor, sle' h;id fulKn nakedly 
r(.'ahsrd that sle* h.olu'd upon tir- ])- n/a!s now wledK' as ^asr 
enemi'.'s, eieaim s (if hpr hap[aie le'r p'-a'^e, rncii le.s, pt^u- 
liaps, e\a ii of hyi’ safrtpn And in tho, is.^^tiiiii fis»n') that 
naameiitarv' fL'ai' of d- fi rhpii ''•he almost -still w;as F flat (aiilv 
alne'st Y ’ — wished C'sa'u e to say plainl\' that hr \Wis on her 
side, that theia.^ was a drrling in hm le ;irti for le r, whii'h 
ranged him (»n her side, ii()t fv r a nioueait hut f'»rL‘\'er. 
Striekeii 1 )y the f('r h ng * d hr ^ig un ines ‘ssa rv sa ijii rt lun g within 
her waihsi to lie urrgoth t Ir a, ^t that \'riw' nenuei.'f. .Vgahi 
and again, as sle' sat l>y the tea-tahlr. shrYia(ls(On this fkiuily 
party, the ehildrrn <>n their douknyvs, Mrs. Massii^drfm and 
Edna, Thfodoiw, Crsarr, iiiounting up that e\Vie of 

the sun abma? the \;i'a hampagna and the shining (jf the 
sea. She liad seem Throdoia* romping ' alrgost like a buyd 
Altleeugh she still seeiieai to feel the toueh of CevsareN strong 
hand on hers, in her r«lati<^n to him at tliis moment there 
was nothing of the physical. Her body was not speaking, 
although she felt as if it independently kue^ something that 
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was strange, and that she wished it did nr)t know. She was 
wlaslly ^mental ^and affectinnal in Ian desir<* to be la eded 
here and Ta.)\V to liave tliat need stated in wordsn She ^vas 
ashamed h^ d<oir<e slie wish'd st^;aTigl'‘ it, to know 

it dtwd. But la r^shanie had ()\aT it.# .Uid Cesare 

must ha\'" s'M ri it in la^r oyrs, in Ic r l'■at^lr<■s, p'Uaiaps e^wn 
in laT liaiids and lea \\h"l'“ alliliid''. 

‘ Dsdores ! ’ la; s-ud, l'■anlng l<o\;ii(k h'T, leyiiiy his ariiT 
on tly? table, \'*ilh his brown h.iiid ft' ling f<er hers, 
^ly.lnres— ^ ' • 

She sa\\' his faer ehaiig'‘ e<aiiyl< b'l\^ iiilo a sialdeii, bryad 
smil<; whi(di showed his teg A\hib' t. > Ih. 

s^dAfai'ia ! ’ ft'' js'ill' d oiif^ la[>|)iiig his ling^iw ally on tie' 
abR' in a w^iv llied wii'^ n"neh;i la nl . ' ] ha\e only six S'Fii 

with liTe j*. fn 'I h da' l)ilk.' 

Tla' ]>ad]''eia ('f-tln- /e'//w/u*was ('''iiiing oijf (if the house 

. ' d • • • ^ ♦ 

witli 1 he O' >nt' e 

lie ev(j[ianL^ d '.'lUi'' li\<l\' ''liaff wdli In r in Italian, But 
^^he■n slm ha<l if sn-; b* g' I siaii'- ''liane^' f<-r a t' ndii’''^n"te la: 
said to 1 )( >1< )]'( > : 

' I am going I - . dine with \ ou t< )-nighl . -u i m nd 1' t n na 
dda 'T'' is 11 "^ a 1 ' ■ but ii""!!'' Ill tie' la'bl at ( 'a (b Tiabtiia. 
Alid I \Nill e'ljiie do's.ti iTi'- lake with not to Adlla 

D’Este, You ean i^nl in'- adi'>r'‘ at ('arate or Urae 1 dl 
wft Ik bank, or row . 1 ^1 g- I bad: sohm la iw. 1 )'• lad ;ai\mio. 
I must do it. • I nmM do ltd 

And^t'* that la d* a-oei'f a ei of his will -'l.nalhing m her 
t ss( ait' d.^ as U i I w ^'(m rr< ■ a d ib|\' gced to ass( a it . 

' Let hiifl t( dl iiK' I ' that was laa' thought. ' Tlaui it will 
all lat' oA'er, IV^lll exjilaiii. I will siaid liim a\\a\'. And it 
will all be o\ < r. ,lhd I yund la yr him t' 11 me that he wants 

. d , • . • . 

lys it'ag’eebt .V a wieked \«aee within la-r V She did 
last tlyyk So tla in It si'ined to h<'r the n,itural voiee of 
wa>m;yn,^ff e\'er\^ woman A\ho had lis'd ag sh'; had li\'('(l, 
d.wlaa had begn tifated as sla' was b<ang tr' at'sd, \da> neeeled 
what she needed. 

Of uTty Av^on^' to Cesare ishe did n')t think at all. There 
was a force in him that prevenU'd Igr, then, from thinking 
it possible she^could 'wrong him. She felt too weak. And 
he looked and ^^eenicd so strong. 
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' Will you corno in njv boat ? ’ 
^ No, lio.’ 


^ Mav I 

Thru 


? ’ 


lir l<M>k M 


rliaf . 


AVjthnik it, hr Inok^’d diff-Trnt, a liitlf ukk r than bcfoiaa 
a littk: gTa\'or S* )in''i Inna" *" ^ :i p| x'urannr, thus rlian^anj, 

(fieri t a drubt ifit- > Mir miihl . .f I )> F n’rs. 

* Ynii M — T think \'<.u M h.dtrr H'k (‘taik;' t'» ( ';n 1' aiabbia to 
dina,’ shhije,;) i( i. 

1 ani ai ni iiiiL",’ hr ;ti i rr- (I. 

' P(_'rha[)s ] nia\' n'»f Ix' I In-rr. I nii\ p' > dn\>, n the lake 
brf' av dime rd 


He Miike Irid'd hi'inly ink* le r ''Vrs, oi'rw nis/rniei; ori'\vs 

d('aeT( ;i rr 1 ^ y tk d : 

I ani e( ani nod 

ddahi l)Mk.rrs [rfl hini and \Nriit to hrr Ix^-ii. 

SiM'ai shr Ix'ard k- hind le i' a rrynl.ir pka'di of Shf^ 

ripened 'd le‘ hook m h* r lap and lx pan k* Y''a,d. •And she 
seenesl fo be rx;idinp slradilyMill the boat tt.mehed land 
cpijxasi tr t» I Villa Mari' •! 1 a. 

At a frw niiniit r . brfoi'r ,^i \ Sil\io snw le. r •.■ou-iyip towards 

^vh< T(. le ‘ si ood r^rar t li' ■ I , ;pi n ?/< rd 

' I think— ’ she brp;in, 

Shr stopped. 

' Sissi pno"a V ’ said il \ 

She Io(ik'rd at tdir kiloa^ Vhr ^vate^ sr('rned if peis'iblc even 
ealiner than Ix fova as if it had sunk int > a drt nniless ^leep 
as the e\'(aiinp drew on. dda^ skyv \vas absoh lately' ehsaj. 

‘ I think 1 dl startd she said, vriw sk-wlv. 

‘ Nr.W ? ’ 

' Will it be a \ ery k*\a‘ly riipht, de you ijiink, Sihdo ? ’ ,, 

‘ Sissipnora. Ta'ok at 'the skv ! 

He WiU'i'd his 

‘ Hr)^v 1 len lit 1 fill it IS ! ’ he exel aimed in his loi^ voice, 
pronnuneinp the Italian words with tlw aee/nt of the North. 
' You think ? 

* You should stay, sipmara, arid return with the inoond 
^ Yeai think so ? Then— T wulld 

' At what time, signora ? ’ 

* Half-past eight or nine. No, half-past eight punctually/ 
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J\i brm\ s{i:nura.' 

iDolvrtl after het' steadily as she went away, llis 
quiek inTeUiyf^oV had (he ddfli'eiice in hec, a dity r- 

ence arisen sin\? thr nionnny h^urs. 

' La sit^ntjra t^un jiL strana ! •^vas li^ mentj < annaad. 

sVt se\'(_ai V< sarr *1 ri'i \'( (1 in the snian h^fiit fr< tnyie llayii >. 
lie went at ( 'iiee t* • tie I ( ■( ]!- llm ii<‘ 1 m iMok the visit > a's' 
list. Tliere wrrs‘ \ < rv few ii;inie,s, and n* ai<' , »f [| ahans wheni 
knew. And I here were no J'jj.yh .li naiyes. ![(' speke 
to the head wade]-, and arpanpe'd (o iia\e a taid‘ a (piiLt 
Corner of tie- dani';i n1 . Hi' n lie \\erd '»uL to lind Dolori^. 
lie l:new tFiat lie\\, eild lind li< w 
_Slie»\vas sdlyiy in the lil^^le y:ird''ii on I he far side of the 
I'oia^Vh'tTf'' tortile v ile]', niid' r a ti'elfi. Mf im^m, iMidnny at 
the roc'k^v' nieirntains, \\lii<'h \\<as; suMI\' eh.nuTv ^ - K.a-'-i- 

to the inirueiiee of!^he d< |ieal.(^ e\enilia ledil, .she llllfied 
her head as lie a[>preaMi^d. and le- lleeiyld, ' ^^‘S, stie is 
like a y:i/ellM.\ E\en le- tllMiiykt (lial Iw va\\ in her eyes 
the hal fd|'iyl 1 1 ' f 1, half ('s/aa'y/e, ant^\vliMj]y Lsok 

charaetiTist a- ef the r\-( s (if tRe ya/elle. 

^ / Is it dinne]’-| ]ni<‘ alre;id\^ V ' she said. 

C'esai’e had meant to mI. dM\Mi 1 m id( her. Ikil 4^he yot 
• . ^ 
up [j^t (aa?e, e\id( iitly tn aeeiTnpaii}^ hiin to thf hutch 

‘ It you wish it to he,’ he said. 

S+ie heard a plash of •‘«rs. 

' But there i^your boat 1 ’ she said. 

^Yes.’^^ 

^ Goiny away ? ’ 

' I do nr)t#vare to keep the man Imre for so many hours. 
He ha^it f .aniih^ fciid likes to c.at \Mth them at home.’ 

‘ Let us dine quiekly ! ’ sh* sai(J. ' I must last ycd. heme 
too late.’ 

Silvio wa.^ 1)V the \vat<‘rsid(‘ with two hMatmen <_»f Caden- 
ahbia. He hx^ked after Holores and Ces.nre ^Mth d(‘ep 
interest a^^i#iey entered the liMtel. Then he Talked eayerly 
^witli the hoatmem® 

In the restaurant th<Te was only one person dininpp the 
red-fac(.'d Tidy, piiibahly (rernfan, who lead st.ared at ])olores 
from the balcony. In a ^^hite blquse ^he txjkcd fatter and 
redder than before. Up>on her bede\ulled hair she still wore 
the mustord-ci^loured hat. She stared at Dolores and 

M 
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Cesare witli a rnort^se, and aj>]>arr-i]t]y almost apr)pIrotic 
attcntiom T^i Dolores la'r small aiid anyrily attenti\^e eyes 
\vrre as taas of jth'- \\orldd Sle* foil URres\, almost 
gmltv niid' r 1 lasr ga/E And s1j(‘ fdt that sl/^ s\as singularly 
unhif' d, hv^sMiii' tlinyg in ly r f<an[i<'r:i nionf, f^r what alnmst 
evcT'}^ a< man sh. klaav in Ihaiir woiila think an annr-ing 
and (k hglit fill lit Ik' ad\ r\\\ nrc^ 

r 

(k'sai'r fnlla'd k* lea ynatlxn ^^as al )S( ilntidy solf- 

p( >,s.rss( 'd, a-^ nnk'd \\<- alua\s wa'-. Ikil ^h<■ fait, ratl^^^i 
tlian sa^\S a si r* »ng < \ < a I < a i p a 1 1 li^a'.ing. as il t)rnrath 

Ins snrfaac (‘aim. And ah'- kiK'W that le- < aikl f- < 1, /ind 
that his slisaig pm hags cvtai vn'k'nl fc-'hng wris fo]- her. 

And tlii'^ 1: 1 M ''A k d a- ‘ Lna'lnallv' anf' a t <'d h'’a Ihr mtcaisr 

susai [ fl d 'll li \' t(> all > a'l I a rd inlln''n(‘'s niaik' lak a loils 

t Maaig s|n. ck fnan the. str<ngfh in hmi. ]>iit 

it v>'as a sli.M‘1: tli.il \i\ila(l,. ip'I slnnnyk Ataf again the 
alrn''4 I'ci'kk ^s f< , Img \\,ka'' iit Ida.' Sli<' madr him talt: of 
tlia piaiiie at dk ] ^( ‘i ] 1 1 ] fn . (k'-a'ih'- (^(aa^ (klail of that day 
m tlH‘ siin. SIm ■ pr- I < la k d to ( njov Ike 1 i m jgli I of tie 'ir — 
tie' l)('n'/ils\ le r hnd>and's^ las — ('n|'’\m'nt, Sle' laiighcn 
wlem (koai’e nan at m I I li^' mama r aial mat! - t' of tie' gana^ 

] 'lav ad hy tie' I hr<''' ahildis le Si r Th' 'o( k a‘< '. hini^('lf. [ind (_'\mn 
k>V Mrs. Mao, Iigham, half Ulai*'!' proi("d, aial alueot I'l'Iit 
asmak'r hv k eel la. at lungs. 

'Aial l^klna? ’ ade d 1). doras. ' ^tididt she plav t'So 

' N' e Mrs. ] k " 'la'd < 'll.' 

'I siippos.' sh'' tlaaiadif it Would ht hardl\^ ^ >ght for le‘r 
t< ) V< 'inj' — alraad\e' 

Ckesais.^ f.'lt the interior 1 'if t <‘rna^s, almoA s; is' it stri\di)g 
for an oiitk t, in that k'Va] mnrmnr. Erin ass Maiealli had 
(alnaat' <1 him in tie- li'is*'' irntln (d ff ininiias j' alonsy. 
He eoiitimied t(> talk ahout dknauhim, nsing his knowledge, 
reh'ing 'll it for tha lii'kl tuna. Ih'ktiaw la ' \s as 1 a'ing ei'Uel. 
IL^ did not 1: la ea' - d )- i I ig a man ha eoiikl ta't kieav — heav 
eriial. Ha ha.l a.»nifoi'l''d Dck'i’es. Now las (nvpurad her. 
And iindar tha tortnra tha re<‘lvk ssre'ss indiai’ grew. She nee 
longer eared at all for those eyt s <jf tie; world staring under 
a head of htale\nlkal laiir. The CErman lady— **he really 
was German ! — left the r('»om, after a final stewed pear, with a 
most unfavourable opinion of the ‘ ndieulously thin W'ornan 
m the white hat.’ 



THE FRUITFUL VINE 


355 


Her departure’ iiifeeted Dedures with the tlioui^ht (>f 
departure. 

I ougli4; te, ao,’ she said. 
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. 'Ilf fail I r*.ill\’ iiiu I *Ji'' ai M'l 1. 

'V ,r • 

;t^ ill " L^' t n|t. 

' Ilf w< ui'f <' \ ('ll ;il|. iw iiu' mv ulu'.'ir- I 1 '■ V ' A. ^ 'il 
M )Jl tllflf^U' I'H) l»;i(l A*-, ;ill(l 1 will 1 i;L\U nlir 

f . • • ' 

t ( M ) , 


lie If rjUi'E lu' hi :i ciLMr. 

' V' H 1 '^1 1 ( 1 ,T ( I I'< I 1 ' ■ ! I • .. I I A . • 

' If I ^[11M|:( 1 1 II I I lull 1 V ( lu f luirl: my t hr- uil:. And 1 havt' 
i^iuAv- d t-M I iium V I ' »-( |,i\'/ 

11 Us Im iiuuL ■ 1 u r 1 1 ii nL < d I )"i u’ il. \\ lu n I i-'ii/il '^li iImw n 
inly 1 li^‘ d: L I L (u ' I u'ld li' 1 u 'I 'I u 1' 1 1 1 1 u '< I 1 u r I • 1 1 u ' du i I: i u ? 
Adniyllv slu' w;ls 'I/' d I 1 |)''I 1 1 U\' ;i 1 1 1 ' 1 . 1 1 u 'I u »ly llu'it liu'ul'd 
lu if d'wr'u alti u ' ' ^ \m lli a r- dny, ■. 

‘ Plcasu 1<'1 'Ul( <if d'Miia/ -Ju^sald, acflyiy Up. So 

lltTCu* ^vas ilia iii' 1: '^i< ‘lu •! \' lliat ulu^ had di'^hirh it by 
i>ud\a a I u ‘lit. • t • 

' Vi 'U, 111 l#u‘ hi th‘ yard' n 1)W Hu la faa 1 [a \ '■ yell a w rap ? ’ 
‘ It^Hu' h"at.^ Hut d'>iid f' l(‘h it. I (huid want it.’ 

Tha iii'H.n \sas lu't np A ydt iiiantli' of sihayy yrt'V, 

^Mlh a hipt <>f dim hhu' m it, ^^^a]^p'■d llu‘ W'>rld. In tha 
hraust^of th-' laryw yil' iu‘<‘ V"i'‘' ^ w*<‘ru‘ alnu'st hkr points 
atf llan^a in hlaakiwss. d’lw 'soimd "f .sttyts on tiu- road 
was rtanw^u. Uotraaliny forms of p'stph'^ pt rhajo nyly, 
possussud the stft^myo lu'aiitv of shahlows. In llu‘ little 
garden there wais no oiu*. 

They jfat ddwri under the trellis rj rosos nu>\v eolourless in 

. • 

the night. ^ 

Cesare took her hand. She tried t'» draw it away. He 
held it faat. And she let it remain in his. In his hand she 
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felt his excitement. It both frightened and fascinated her. 
It rons'Tl in her no rvil smsatiun, but it rnadu her think 
vic jrritly "f H |H bssil)j.^il:y that n<> d<>nbt waf e\il. Never 
had she frit niiirr iiicijy-il than at this inMintavi. 

Il*>ldiii^^ htT hand Jast ly his Cv'sare b< ya\i to speak. He 

did la >t II .aki' h )\s_ tv*' li-r. H.' 1 >i aan t« » la T his si'Cret, 

■ ' * 

.t-he S'M'rbt hr had ra'V'cr b('f<>re told to a hiinian bi inyv And 
dir niriitioiird iio voiiiaids naiiir. He did not ask for pity 
plai n I ill \M »i ( h , did not rnakr, that is, a bhd ant appeal sueii 
as a Ijoy di siieh eir(‘uiiistari(‘rs \\t.iild almost Certainly haw 
rnad's Vrt, subtly, all that hr said was irally said to 
estabhoh a rlaini on tie" softness, the trn<irrnrss, of the in- 
tensely feniinine woman l.wsidr jiim. Tfe d’.l not ask her 
never t'S bi.drav his setTet. She f( It that le; knew If^ not 
: . ► so. 'i’herr was eMm[dete trusr in his hand. 

T1 lat was her fee ling. Hisll.-oli- b. Hies, n'er\ es t' 'Id her that, 
and {oijele d le i' [a art as ws ll as tier liaml. For a man 
^xpeets to b(' trijslod. but a Woman lovi s to be trusted. 
H is st( M'V wsis tlie st oi e < d hn. ini i iyu<.- with lk'me( ss M ai lei 'Hi . 
An J^diylishman would n>>t ha\e told it jwrhajis. An Italian 
CoiiM not have told il with the retiernee Fesare still was aids 
to [iresr r\'e in this niornent. TFis wa\' of tejhriy it, the 
volubiht\a the f<T\our, lie* (‘-Hiimand of laiirijaye, the 
eloyiieiiee — that was llalian. Ahe deliisaev in all detail 
had somelhiuy of laiyh^h jiUilrur, b..rn only for her, tiiis 
Woman whr.m lie knew t*^ be pure. 

The narratiw- was a storv of slawity, of possf'ssion, of 
youthful vanity and Sensuality, llatteri 1 and dewdoped, of 
the waking of mania m id with its r<sstl('ssness borieof ineipient 
nnderstandmy, wliieh beeame complete inifTerstandin^^ ; of 
the shame and lh<‘ misery of tlie bondnian, of the self- 
torment of a traditional sense of lioriour often at war with 
the naked Irutli of things, of the torment, imprised freini 
witlaait, of ini' rise and eternally watehful jealoiisv. De- 
sj'ate Cesare's instinetive car< fulmsss in many iciatters of 
detail Dsdores was k d tiy him into a new' mid terrible w'orld, 
a w'orld w'hose tumult, whose warring impulses, whose 
spiritual and physieal tortiire.s— the fornar realised by her 
far more keenly and sepsitiyely than by Cesare, and far more 
chairly than the latter — blotted out for the moment from 
her eyes and mind the stillness, the peace, the mystic beauty 
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of the world that lay around her, silrntly waiting for recog- 
nition, but remote froiTi any ap])eah The subtle misery 
of the body ^eas tleue, a fright fill, ailb it seerneri, an n^de- 
peiidrnt thing\a fnree alti g I 1 m r d( t|<*lM'^l fr<»m the soul - 
follMwmg its uwii dri\<% by it'. <>un (Eriiens. g'^ing 

to its null pri'ditiMfi. It was sur* the >maii 's u 1\^ tliat 
was jeah'Us, that f«>ll,a\e<l, that sphsi, thal^ (‘ra\'ed, tl 

euiocd ; it was siirelv t esare s btMl\^ that aiigiilv h'lig^d* 
tlT: it f'^ught agaiiv-J: s(ais(‘ ..f hoiidur and t r;id 1 1 r ais, for tlie 
libiTty thal \\a'. ne<‘r'dar_^' to it. And all this ^as quite 

hide( )US t< ) Dol' a'es. 

• • 

And then the naiT;il i\’<‘ (‘ani<- to IeTs< If, and a si )iil seemed 
t/p be*r( A ;wed*and to arisrV— ^he thought hhr* a d'jve out of 

e - * j ' 

a piA'TiT' l )laei: a ,hes, 

^Cesafe dcoaabrd hoW' it w'as Imt eoiiiing iido i ' tiP . ^-n.u 
made him linally iVsoU'e to g^asp his libcity. Ife did n<»t 
s])eak wath any s. n I ' m * i ifali I y, < a pay ler eoii i ph nients, or 
ra\e about thw eff((‘t fiep b'aiitv had lta<l Upon him. Mut 
he sp<»ke^wilh (fcrp s<‘ntmienl, and w i1 h a s..rt of \'('1iemtmt 
and elear pa't in ' 0 ( jij'ae'ss \Nriieh painl'd \shat she had l.x.am 
(n those <sarke da\ s t<» him, what tleaights and desires she 
had engeiK ] r]'» 'd m him, what a(‘tioii sle- hail all uneiai- 
seiwusl^^ h (1 him to. ![<■ sftowrd h' r h< r of^n softness, Ikt 
owai romaiK.'e, le r ies(|s^ h'a rights, (wan leT loiigmg^, Ijy 
de^eribing his summ-aM^^l into brmg hy leT. Thav masimhne 
his waa'e ! ]\^\\ diff' reiit in librc, as ft waae, fri^n her own ! 

But tle;\",were inipfTious, lie pr(sente<I Irtmsrlf to her as 
a man wljo \fas statving, bi'Cause^i^* leal les.n f<al with the 
WT( )ng f' M 

An#l*l)ol( a’es Welt that Thama ss Mane(‘lli had {Possessed no 
food f< ir his soul. . 

^ Idnrdly Cesare tol<l her how' lie had east off the easke from 
his wr^'k, hojv lieli.'ul foiassl his ay out into freedom, not 
comph;te freedom, perhaps, but a liberty sinhi as he had not 
hitherJo^^iTowai, su<‘h as \\r had hardly hoped for. 

A^<.)U are erurl,’ l)<_>lores almost whispered, speaking at 
last. ‘ You are cruel.’ 

She dtew Iji rdjand away, but g<"fitly. 

‘ I believe all men are,’ she ^rdd<;d. ' As soon as they 
don't love any ryore.’ 

x\nd os she i^d that she w^as not tliinking only of him. 
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‘ I don't kniiw whi th'.-r I was cruel or not, and I don't 
much care,' lie niis\veri-d. ‘ I luul to do it, and it was you 
who^inad'; nio do it.’ 

It si riiudl t') Dojorp'l at that. niMiiiuiit vur\" ^c.v’ondcrfiil that 
shu liad hern ahlm to i,Y aid > ^^nrh a ti< I'c* ai' sd of aution, that 
shu had, il.iwiM I'la’.y, ui-U'.h>dl a \v<.niaii d-uvn into tliu dust, 
sli<' had [vaud’d iiit(» ;i man I lu; sti'miii^rfd d( aru that 
liau niad<' him nitht/ss. Ihit she l)(‘h<‘\a'd hVsiiria and she 
\va a al nu •ot f I lyh ' ' :m ' d. 

'It \\a'r V'air S'*ldn'sx, xa.iir iil h aa 'sd, \a»iir— tlic haak 

in yuiir c\a‘S. It vva^ \a aid 

TL' soiiylit for la r hand ayain, hut slu/ up. 

I nur t p- a' sh*' .said. 

I am cd miiny \\a1 h \a aid 

a MU.y* ^ . 

1 am <d-aiiinu; ax fai' a ^ I dayd 

Sliu looked al him, and >aid nkahmy m<»r<a Ida'y A\<ait 
fowarda til*' h>ait. Sil\'i<' '/>as tIa'U' wiMi d^'iia' hnalna n. 
IL' saluMdl D-kad'S. 

' V(ai uaii hi’ my th<' Sih.aa I am Ud'idy to y( > 

nuw.' 

' Srvsiyni >rad 

As a iiLamai' lalm- Sil\ io \\;fN li'liany l)'-k)r<s into flir 
b' )at sh'‘ said I < • him ; 

' dliis siyii.ad' Us (daniny a li((l<' \\a> d'>\\n tlic tda' fortdiu 
saku of IIf' ti’if). T 11 o il vaaj 'v’.h<ad‘ Io put IiUi'; ashor-'d 

‘ Sis.siyuMra. 'i>ut it mudt !>'■ wlaad' tiaad* A a landingd 

' ( d <d )urs<’d ’ 

D> •lores dc( i led hars< lf out ukk- the (‘ahin witiv a (Mishinn 
at her liaek ayaiiisi the partition. As ('osuid- was y</tting 
into tlie boat lie said somet(iiny io .Sihuo m a low \a)ice. 

^ \Vhere ahall I Mt ? ’ he a'dadh 

D<dl(»res pointed tv> the o at on the (^^jhpi isit*" sidu of the 
narrow g aiiyv\av. 

' Or sliaJ] f sl(,<T ' h<‘ siiyg, st(yd, pointing to tltea ,-i heel. 

‘Ifyoulikw^ 

He sat de)\vn vai her side hy the wheel. Silvio climbed 
intia the stern, to his fastness behind the cabin, and began 
to back the vapnrino out hito the lake preparatory^ to turning 
her prow^ homewards. 

The moon waa just above the crest of the mountains. 
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The first ray of silvrr lay on the water str^tehing towai'ds tlic 
h'»at, as if ill an effort tirt^urh it. 

I think Ix tter not e<jni'5/ f)o]<)r(:'s said* in a qyirk 

and \ (Ty low s' ;ier. ' Why shonl.l yJ] eopio ? ' 

Before lie eoiild onswrr thi‘*^<>al liiiTifd er^siha and set 
her course for tie' s^.iith. And, ]*- rli;i|,s (‘.i iis< ■ If that, h<' 
did not answer at all. AVith his hand lai !ly win d he 
sah'Ways t'> ltTa< s, so thal she sa\'v In-. j»r''ril'', loi 
iTfrd alyt< • y ni\'st<a'j' ais, i'< li'' \ <'d ayaiii' I I li' Jclicatf.' dif^iirss, 
lit SMtli sti'ang'' sihan' ]^alJ.»l■^, (k | ho niylil. \\h;»t*had she 
t') do A\atli tTiis man, <»r li< a illi far''' ^tli' a'Vc almost 
st rang' 'I's still. i ( t la' laid ei \ < n la r his S' ( a < 1 . J f la ■ ta a ■ w 
hers , 

v (1 al I ia' I la aieliL * 


\ oil ar<' of'ldd la' sahh ' Ihil 'Ci s.air wi'ao.' 
lie got up. Im-iiI Vo 111 iihM^la ('ahin and l.r< aiglil it out 
Sla' mosnst, and li'' puf if r<aind la r dmiild-'m. And^as ha 

did that slc' sudd'-nh' l:ia what la' ha.) Ii-'l l.»ld la'W IimM 
h'' loW'd^h'T \v*jlh 111-. Ih.dm TIa nl^maiil.'irv hplft t.nadi 
' »f his hands ( a i 1 a r shout h and 1 1 a* n | »p' r j la rl id la 'T arms 
<.mglij lar th:il, lian'c than his hand a|aq» had taught hor. 

And it thrrm lar into a yrang-a and alna.y I'ai^lit' con- 
fu-jr>ryof mind. Sla' \‘o'is *111 a <-haMti(* sl;fto ..f j'lla llion. 

She was I'ah^ I hug agaiiat ( 'asaro, again - t la r .-If — t la' t' ni]tt‘ 
in^whieh d\\<lt a hah.iul llanighl af wha'li sla- was wholly 
unaljle to ridVa rs^ lf — agaiij'-.t la'r hn^>and. agawist all that 
had hrouaht lar !•» this pr(o(_nt moral a nd l-m* *t imial (‘risis. 

She folt hke*i guiUy woman, mat tla ii hka a fMohsh r'hild 
Ixcause slff had fait hka that. iT r iniaMs nea naala her 

ahsii^in ewai t(|hars< lf. llow aoiiM sla- ha\a liw'd so ksng 

in iierAV()rld, ha \s 'J: nowi^ so'muali, and \s t n main so almost 
ludieranisjy Ihirit ann' A man leal nnah' a siirt of l»»\ a to 
har. ^Sla'dnyl imT ]’|‘sp(aahd. .Aiaf W't already sla* fidt as 
if she hail smiiad agennst tha light. 

‘ Arj;‘iA5 ^’a going \'arv slowh' ’ sha askad 
Cesare wsas agafn at tha wharh and tha v ii jun I nn waw skirt- 
ing the left-hand, hara daserted. hank of ttw kika. 

I don’t tlTink so. This i^uT a ^v'ery high-powered boat/ 

He relapsed into silence. 

Presently, alprost directly, D\l(sres began genuinely to 

wonder why hg had come. He would be out probably all * 

• s • • 
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night. F(»r there were no steamers plying late, and Urio 
Wiis a long way off. Tie was not talking tp her, pot even 
loojving ut’heT now. [vVith what seemed tu her a business- 
like air of eoni[)eten(]e he sat at the v/heVl guiding their 
course, l^ ‘Traps he fvais tke vietiin of ;i, reset loii after the 
strong f^‘'\ing he had just be<ai showing to her. She ce)uld 
o^ot di\airs lua nnsoek Ballleil, hei’ e« yisia* aisinws of his 
Ntro' ‘Th increased. Sh<‘ began preo iitly to wonder if shy 
had li'irt him. ^ W hen he ])Ut on le r wrap had lie |;ra'haps 
felt as if bl]<‘ shrank fr<an him ? Tt vv^nld b^ a g' 'od thing 
if he had. But she had she ind i neh\ ^ ly shrunk frtjin him 
wleai she find realisrd what she had j< alu-'d ? 

She iKsarlv b<‘g;in to^ (U’V. Sudd* nh^ she flit like a 
weak htth.' thing, l)attor(‘d ab(»ul. Hung tin-, wny aiicfdhat, 
i-4<ssperat' '1\^ ah'ic'. It was C'^urc's st les-, his grpn’ retri.ait 
ints) Ipinsclf, afb'r his straiig^dy frank and e\(‘n j)assi(inate 
outburst, whi'T ga\'e lra‘ diis jondy fisding. It was scarcely 
be arable. Sh<‘ did n<»t hoc this man. Tier dieart was pus- 
sessi'd, ' un wort hil\^ phrhaps. d'hat she slidiild e^'er er^me 
e\'en to woiehr if tlial < ic so ! But she hoed sMniething 
in Cesare. Tliat day had amply jirnvc'd it t(^ her. She lovW'Tf 
his lo\T Ojf her. She f<‘ll as if she m ede^.l )iis,lr»ve of her, 
not another Inan’s, his. Then th ere was something 
special in Cesare that set him apart f]’oin rdluT men in her 
estimatir)!! ! 

The pro\f of the boat Uirned, slipping thr<_>ijji;h the nnjonlit 
water, and sending a sihoT curve, like a ruff, to* right and 
left. It wans as if it turie’d in answer to 'a thought., 

' W here are we going ? ' said Dohues. 

Her own Voice staidled her. She w;is siA more stfi.rtled 

V 

by his silence. But she del imt reiioat hrr question. She 
looked, and slie saw' rise out of the msM»nlight the thiekly- 
wmoded promontory where stood the des(‘rt(‘d villa cwdiich 
had so piainfiilly moved her in the morning by its eapcct of 
poignant romauee. The vu]n>ri}io wans headiu^^ straight 
tcuvards it. She leaned forward a little^ mo\ang with a 
gentleness that was almost sun’eptitious, and she saw that 
her companion, who wa5 looking towards the shore, w’as 
frowming. She drew back The shuttered houses, blinck 
dark, with the flowing uarkness of those weeping trees 
filing to the w'ater below theni^ showed dinaly on the rocky 
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pr)inf. Thr wr)nds, s<‘) ^lark, so near, seemed groping after 
them. •The stt^idy thmb of tin' rnotifr failed. 

‘ What is tU' rnatt.'r ? ’ 


D< L‘)res leaned forward ngain^ 

' Why are we stepping Inr-* ? * 

Cesare weis siill fr'^wmiiLn TTi^ drawn dowm brows gave 
(lim in the night aJiard and hnifal rxprrssj, )rt. He tur^rf^ 
vith a dee[> sigh, bn1 onlv' tiokrd at h^r for an iiisl ant^^rie' 
fis t\\’n V\as gi an'. 1 1' ■ s;i id • 


I must 1 ); '^e:ii< fnl. Ufc herboiir is small.’ 

His vr)i4‘(; soiiPidcd strange. 

Thte whe(;l Went r<'nii(L Tile ;'([ iiori an \vas gliding into 
the shwhavs. Stl\d<ds \s.|<^e ('alkd fisan the stenp and 
Cnsare h.'ft The \vherh Sil\'n> had eharge (>[ it n<’t\v. IL'^ 
reverse! 1 +1 le (-'ngiie^, then stag tip' bi)at on again. 
l)iit why are ^ve e< .w li i(g»le^’o Y 

Cesare se(‘nie(l fo suppo-'S a sigh. 

I know yoi* j'ai'e for beautv.' 

' Reality ! 

She s])(»k(.' almost \Nith a .'-harf> anxietv. 

‘Didn't We talk (»f it loolay at the Uillnld? I thought 
1 wssuld sln.tw y<sii the nr^^J; beautiful \illa^)n the laks' hy 
m<it)nl^dit. That 's all.' 

J^oIl' in hand Sihfo^was edging t<swards thorn, his other 
hand on the (.‘abin r< d. 

‘ Rut it is ek iscd ! 

‘ Th(' ^g.Crd'gi ^ T m< an.' 

Rut it«’^ d' ei'tefV ,lnit up ! ’ 

I juve ])r< )mdit tlie ke\' ( g the enf?ee//n.' 

He showed iti Sihio t'M^ the sir 're \sith the hook of his 
ps»le, steadying tile b<>afr. Idle 'niMonlight svas grana The 
trttle hart»xeir wa^bk'iek \Mth shad'4\e. 

‘ W^ are ;rtlowed»fo ha\'e one — at the villa. We rnav go 
in at any typi.-.’ 

sil^1o T( japi.'d aji^re, and bent down tn bring the swaying 
boat cl(.)se in, gently. 

' Havf yoivggt a niateh ? ’ Dislores asked Cesare. 

Her voice was very low, verjdevel, almost unnaturally level. 
‘ You want ? ’ 

‘ To see the time, please. I Te got my watch here. I 
only wsmt a light ’ 
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He felt ill his found aiid<dre\v out a box, struek 

a mat(‘h, prolcctcd it^with one hand, bcndieig d^'W-'/i. The 
evc^^iing was still. Tlio tiny llanic lit up his faec, slaswcd 
the oxaet LXpr-osinn iA his <;yes. 

Doloi'c-^did imt l')(»lv at hrV watch. 

' I hn ic »t irni [|iT ash< uc here, \shc said. 


'^:The ^ ^ 

' i pu iM d gi >iiig asle uss 
' SiiAioTah 




■p: 

lifld 


it 




t< 


S 1 1 \ i () ! 

► :i sfe >]■( ‘ 


Take tile boat out, 


please I 

‘ Sis'ugiM ua ! ' 

'And d«ip at the n<ar<'st l,i ii?liMg-pIa<*e from ul^uU the 
sign* »r'‘ can g< t ;i b( ^al li' eie-.' 

Tib llwy r's'x'li'sl Arg-gii/' n<-hliT D-Tavs rmr Cesare 
sp<.>ke. ^\dJ<‘n Iw g' d ii[) t. > |ra\ e tie; :s/n'e ino Ik' said, almost 
in a hrs[)er : 

' Fcr ("eMbs sake fm'gus' mr | . If \sei knew — if \sid knew ! 

‘ i n )od niglit/ sh'“ answcis.'d. 

And ii'ov her \'oie<‘ \vas broken. 

' That (‘ard-^voii dl send it ? 


' I said I Would.' 

' And if tie' boy is wsx'so I .shell e<.nie down to \hd)a D'Epaa 
You w ill b(- 1 ]]( ['<: ;i t »ir'k 

' (k' )od mghi .'.she said in a \ • >ie< that ;i s sea I'e* ly audible. 

Sirs got up to go lilts* tie' litth' <';ibin. As ^hn did sis 
C''snrL‘ ge\'e s< Tie'! In na 'd > Sil\'io. ]!<■ sl()od byple' ('dge (sf 
the wat^ r watehing till the c‘a/'or///o disa p[)s'a|od in th ' silver 
track of t fir ne m hi. 

Two da\'s latri- hr landedUat tie' sd< ps thht h ad down from 
the garden of \hlla D'I'atr to the water, die liad leceived'a 
crrrd from ])olorrs on whedi were writteh/hrse Words : 

' I am sm'iw' to say little Theo Deiizil is My 

husband isn't abk* to e«»me. — ]). F.' 

He wa^s about tc) cross the gaiah ri and go into the hotel 
wdien he saw Silvio a little way off by the wall fishing for 
agonf. He went towards him, Sihuo hxsked up and took 
off his cup wdth a smile/ 

* Fishing ? ^ said Cesare. 

. r / Eccelleaza.^ 
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‘ Is the padrona in tln' gardi'ii anywlK I't- ? * 

Tlmpadl'i ’lyi Ilf tin' liiili;!, r.i'i'i'Ilri^/a ? ’ 

‘Nil, tfii-' hah" wlimii yi'U ti.ink tu t'adcnabtiia tin- ijilicr 
day.’ 

Sil\iii ji'i'k' d lii.^ li'-ad sliadi^^v I m ''k w aid, <hi'jisting out 
hi s sijiuiTk' chin, 

'She lues ^c»iH-,.llic Ixciuliful .HciiMi'a, anikl, 

' (cMic ! ' said (•Ss.'U'c. 'Do \<'U nicati sic has Jkfl \ iJla 
DdDte ? ’ ^ 

'Si, h^'<'' Hri k/a, iiMaainiL'’ siiddrnly. And she kad 

ord'Tk'd the Vdpinino f'>r ^his afh iik ton.’ 

‘ \V hv did si H * o ( ) s ( » s 1 1 ( W<aily ? ' ^ 

Sil\a" l<)t4nd shsidiU^ at i'<-~:\vr, 'Jdi< n in his li.iid voice, 

* • 

throwin;^ out his arm m an aiii|tl.‘ yr,^iur<a he aiiswrred : 

' Isecidleii/.a, I (^tii't I'^nt^wt Jhit sIc’ \\as cxjti elyiy hkT 
siyiioisa ![<* did not (‘-tinr. And 1 tliink sic* ha> ya.tne hack 
tt ) him.’ * 

\\di elf (Scare iiKjuirt'd at^ihe l»ureaii td lie lettrl SihuoA 
surmise was CMnliimed. lie vac inlfriiM'l tliai. Lady 
Laimvnye laid smkk nl\' made up h- i' mind to is lurn to 
Lrasi’al i, aid had ytiie/ e v;^\ v il hm an Icur of lief dt (‘isimu 
lefvii/^^ li'T maid t.) fflkt\', with na-'t < 'f h< i' luyeay^a Only 
the da\^ Ijeftti'e idle kad >aid that she would ta\ on pki'haps 
for several wt eks. ^ 

' Do yitii tfiinlv sl|^e iii' ans to haek ? ’ (toare asked. 

The Lsl'k and ayr'-'-ahle man m^tlic huis an pursed liis lips 
Into an t+.^dressaai dMuht. # 

" CJ^ Jo an, Sii!/nir •lie nmrmured. 'Ladies 

change their ii^iaL fr<tm tc^e da\ to aia>th';r. Llii lu an ^ 


CIIALTLU XXVI 

• * • * ♦ 

In August Dolores avas once more living in Palaz/.o Bar- 
berini. She Imd fled from FraYait^ to \klla D’Este* And 
then ‘she had fled from Villa D’Lwte hack to Frascati. Each 
time she*had ^een driven by a powerful impulst^ And e^h 
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time her decisive action had been^,fr»llnwed by fear. She 
had \delded to fear an^ l^ft Villa D’Este. A^id liovvshe had 
}deVled to fear and e^rain left Frascati. Tic* small house 
Sir Theodore had taken was not ver\^ comfortjible, and 
Dolores had mads* thus fachean (excuse for^lcT return to their 
beautjful h] )artnieVit. Sir Th<'( .dorr diad ad\'i^rd her against 
'^s turning, feanng, (jr seeming to f(‘ar, , tlie ( ffect of tlie 
hea'b,-^^! Iojiik* on her health. Jhil .sic* had lje(‘n lirm. ^ 

' lt\^ all rcsnsensi* about Ib.mr b(-mg i nijs osi-ble in 
summer,' \sh(* had said, ‘ and I am going to {a‘o\'e it nonsense. 
I €an often motor over and spend the da\s at Fra.scati if I 
want to.' 

< 

' You must Come e\a‘rv da\^ and go back -athiiglit.' 

But, of Course, Dolores ha<l not ge>ne (‘Very dgV. She had 
never meant t< > g« >. 

Litt,le Theo had ])een s-uimuly ifk bi dang' r of d(‘ath. 
In some m\'ste]*ious wav bis blo,.d had been [loio.ned. Edna 
Denzil, alread}' so f<ai fully waned of the une' 'rf aiiity (.>f life, 
was terrified by tic* sudden mylady of her son. ih’om tlm 
moment when tic* iirst sympfoms [)ecame manifest she made 
up lc‘r mind tha( he was going to f(»llow hi-^ father to the 
gra\a_e She told Sir Theodore g»f lc*r (.‘on\ ii'tioa, \vhi(.‘h she 
coiu'ciiled fromb*very oic* else. s\nd in doing s(.) she (iis- 
})laved the strange nakedness of a so*]] that sorrow' had 
rather w'arped than refnea.l, 

‘ Theodor^e,' sic* said. , * I 'w* Icmn a {ool anVl I 'm having 
my reward. ] 've cmly cared for tic* f<*w things go'od women 
cure for, the soosnlled go,.(i wom(*n at least. All my heart '5 
been set on my hone*, my huslsand, and my (*hil(\r(‘n., I A^c 
never loved what so many wonien l<jV(*Npretty (‘lothes, 
parties, jewels, iimriey, aeFiiir(*rs. ♦ I ’\a* mev^-r vvanted to 
shine, to be witty. I 'ye never eared really one^bit for it 
all. And see how' I 'm punished ! iB'^eything w^ll be 
taken from me. Franzi has gone, sVnd now' O' Oil go. 
It seems to me that God hates simple thir^gs, naturaEgood- 
ness. Poor mamma ahvays says I 'm naturally good, and 
could never be anything else. .\nd so, I suppose, God wants 
to punish med 

Suddenly she burst iRto 1/^rts. 

‘ What dcres He w'ant ? ' Oh, what does He w^ant ? Will 
never leave me alone ? ’ 
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There had been a sound iilrnost of fury, and crTtninlv of 
enniity^in that cry, Afid Sir Tle-od-^re r^ali 'd tint m Ikt 
heart his *frieri(^, rvf^r .siien tie* d'-nfli <»f h'^-r hirdnnd, must 
have cherish'd hoslihtv e'C-iinst tie- (1 'mI in \\lreii*slie 
believed, ill wlion^, ]m rli:i])s, she vs mid li^L\'e i M rn yled 

to brlieve no lony- r. II-' tresl to eonifi ^'t Ikt, ^nd aliiesst 
iniinediat<‘ly sIks dresl ficr t'sers. , 

Do foryi\'(‘ iiK',^ sIk‘ s.'lkL ' If oiilv 1 eoiifd br 
v^'Treai, hk(‘ l)<>k'Vv f-T in l;iiie<‘, aiid lind :J1 niv r' aj^ni j < -y- 
rnciit in tlie s(j-eall<'d ]»liasuos of lif's lio\v in ii^*A na j )j -k t 
I C' Kild 1 )ed 

Sir 'bile' f(k »is ‘ liad Isceo <‘oi i-.ei( .1 is of a <1 e.;i yis ■( abli ■ fcrniig 
that ^vas aliif^oj sharp di^eiital pain \s h< n she said that. 
Ijlit lie oTil\i 1 cplK'd : 

^ \\k^ ^Jdl l!yhl f-r dkiro’s lif,a^ 

Edna’s elisV^d, s(.ftcn<d 

' (')h. ! • sfi, e.nJ ' Wli.o SioiiM I 

what should J ds) now, \MtlK'Ht \sKir y'ai'a'ous, dr-^iiiterest ed 
frieiidsl^p ? ’ 

‘ I iindn stand \'ond he saVl (pii- 1 ly 

‘No ( aif* < ls(_‘ d' H 'sd 

In tlr'si^ two sriit'-iKS's, without kiK'winit 
irU:e> .words what vas b'^eMlniiia llic ti;#j;(d\' of aiP'lli'T 
Wornaids life. Arid tho d. im (-< ■ iIIik of little TIkss 
( ilrew then) isi f »idly nniK'h lesirer lee^-thm'. ]t t duriny 
it Edna I)<'^i/,il saw, as no on<‘ saw-— f^r si K ■ :i I'Kie 

had tin:- .inotle r’s V\K‘s- -tie- intefmfy o# Sir dke odere’s 
.‘Inve for^ le^r (‘hil(^, and his (sa,#a(al\', unnsnal in a man, 
for compl^to unseliishiK'ss w1kt<‘ liis deepest fn-hnys were 
risu^ed. Inst'^neti velv he now hid th< s(^ thinys from his 
wife. He was SKnsiti\^‘ man, and h<T dislike of the 

Denzil ^-hildren, carefnllv, sKrujmlously eonC(‘alcd though 
it w^is, hij^st'-rioiuly toiielK-d his* spirit and affected Ids 
WTjrcV aind actions. 

AUki^niprlie had had a seemt reason fof wishing Dolrires 
to remain in Frffseati he was more at his ease wIk ii she had 
gone. And he took lir-r \dew of Koine m tie; nesnth of 
Angiisf. Sjie "declared thdt Rome was ‘Delightfully quiet 
and fascinating.’ No doubt it w^is. Because people ran 
away from a place at a certairj season, that did not prove 
that the season was maleficent. x\nd Dolores had told him 
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that she was seeing all the beautiful things she had not seen 
properly I >< [i irss ^ 

lie biyaii li^H'otlv to think, when he tleeiyht about the 
matter at ell. tliet she was liaxing 'a \st\^ in tei'est i i ig lime/ 

Tut he ha^l U'W niojji^ iit Tjii-.t tie n to give to an\' tlnnight 
uneoiineel.il with little 'I'lieo. TjV'' ! h 1>' tie' imminent 
*^Jang r »/ de.ijh pas-,e,| awav, aiei tliei’e hi g.in tlev jeaaod 
‘otS '[»e, sometimes ae-alled b\^ feal’, blit on the whole p^)- 
gresTy. ]‘j J f la, I )mi /I I and SirThe(Mlorv shared both fear 
aiel hojtw as Ihev wateh'd (eva-r.the baltlmg ehild. DaV 
liy da\' I lew’ were drawn tog (her mo]<‘ eltiselv; Ijy tleir 
eommimilv' of fethng. Meanwhile ])<)l(e'es had lea oppr»r- 
tunity of lx eommg ae( inaint ed \^ith Jvoiiiejin Angiist. 

At lii'st she behe\s ,1 that tle ri’ was no hvmg erTature 
whom sho knew left m Toiiie. And she wes gjed. She 
thoiighl she mneh pr* feiix d p,. .^oo ii(» All the jialaeies 

Wej’e el<.s((h h/iei’e w.is me' III tie' great hotels. Her 

ajiartm* nt m J*al.i//o Itarb'iim .a . the .inly ono that was 
teiiantM'I. A . 1 ! neetiiat alnio t h ight < le d ' iier s( ^ticline.'s, 
heavy like s^ene nv-n vo ight impt nding and nejr its fall, 
reigned in it and somie d old. She f( It a m f 1 1 wei'e a sikmce 
whieh eoold be toiielh d. ddi' heat w as gi'< a I . bpt not over- 
whelming if ole* remained williih do<as during the liiiLimast 
hours of the day. d'his I)ok>r<s alwavgglei. 

Sle' oftmi kiv d(W\n on a s< /a m tlie green and red draw- 
ing- ro( en. d’lic w mdotv s w e]V' pr< '1 ( el ( <1 1 )V a vOnings and by 
given blind- w he' h were kept do w n. S-n e t ine s a-1 vs at h ot 
wind stiii'<d the bh nds, _ prodneing a di v, aiel v^rv small 
rattling soimd. Mojr (dp n tlew weis; nio! i( inkss. Hielores 
faneeol that di*' felt the sfjgiian/ (atv liroix^mg (tiitseie all 
around tie palace m th(' bla/.e of the sun, kke a thing solidi- 
fied instead of h>jieliod bv the aetioii ofpeat, itw tlowing 
nusvemeiit and murmur burned out of its^ In ti e gu'eat and 
dim chamber Lonb.-ieh’s old man regai’ded te r, and his eyes 
Si-emed waiting t ill they should see sone thing tiiaTfney had 
not yet seen. And the ' I)onna guardanrlo il mare' was 
surely waiting too, looking over the desolate se^i. In these 
hours of solitude Dolores earne to havw^ a verv^ strange feel- 
ing about these two pif,‘tnres with wliieh she had lived so 
long. Her imagination ga\’^' to them life. The wa-mian w^as 
ftlive and expectant — for herself* She was ^sort of^symbol, 
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or wraith, of another avornan. And the man wars alive, that 
r>ld riiar^ and evp^rtnut Ix^eanse he k|ie\v what waamen are, 
wliat the/ do, what tle y ha\a‘ to do. ^Vhat an ‘exprri'jiee 
of life wvis in Ins ev<-s ! D.ilorc id* nhliud lenv^df with the 
wajinan watehiny ilie sra, and*# was lli<' sieuof life whieli 
thrs)ws up stra[iy< 11<*t ;pu and j< Kani. d^ie i Id r^an would 
not waiteli for e\s_T^in \ain. She Im pan to R' eon\uneed^^o 
fEs, and t<s feel that she had alwav's siihllxe sii h-eMuseiu^l^V,* 
kiaswm it sinee sUr li;i,l hr.ai in Pala aa* Harl Tini ^ And 
she C(snnerte(J I he .Id inak S cx ( S \\ il h tip' tlioiiphf ^hat still 
gnaw'ed ad her mind. What w-aild Ip' se.* at la ^t ? (_^ie 

day ^t s<s ]ip‘d to h'T ynit- siphl-nls that she kipov. St.) 
abru[)tlv dal fh* kno\'d'tl^<- hui'st upon Ip r. ri]»puief away 
defelisl \ e I );flTl< IW, 1 »' sal Ulp ( h e.V 1 1 t h '• po , that die a III P t'S caae. I 

out. fii<J''e<l f(,r a nioiip nt ''Ip- htlp-'.S'd sh'‘ ha<l ta’ietl (Pit. 
S1p.‘ had Ix'iai lyui^|^>p i^'fa. Sip- spranpup, wvnt t<' 

tip- picture, lotlad into ||p-.e e\a s. \\'a . sjp- allcuipting 
delianet' ? X^'. She ;up 1 h<' shared that k i p »\s Id Ipe. They 

wp.-re (Ii.tup'd tN . at-h o^h'■r 1)\^ it. * * 

♦ 

Ihit how e..uld lip- futiii’t.' he luiowii h\^ a hnniaii being 
w ith tip.- t (I'd 1 nary r-apatpl p-s mipI pow.rs of a human bt-inp V 

That da^i Dolores \v. ut ..iit niut‘h < ailp r than u•^uak and 
brfort^ the yrt at heal" had* siibud* d. Sh'-^walletl till she 
was tirt'd. SIp- <-\p^i \sent ofi walkinp wIp ii sh'- was tired, 
until sip- w;is alnp(d t\hamte.h W Ip-h she w. nt Ip'Iip- she 
ftjiind her hu*band jn tip- ]>ala(‘<-. ^sTp- is pr.-tStl this, SIps 
f(dt as d4i(- mint s " kipead'-tlp' - hai'e.^ b\' Ipt and the 
-^old niaiiith'- ki p )\‘.T( ( I p( ‘ wha-h hatj drw'eii Ip-r <tut int') the 
sun ar^d an einpbv s'.oi Id, in Ip r ev.is, r\ . n in tip- lot.k of her 
body. 1 hit Ipi e \ P h ntly le (ti.s d nd hinp. T fc otil v stayed 
a short tuiP-, and t h* up (t or< ^d ba<‘k t-.t Id'a t-ali. Tattle 
WTheo tlu^t day h:^d scenp'd to fall b^iek, and t_)nee iiPU'e Edna 
and Sir TIpvmIoip- ^s^erc ra\ape(l by fear. 

It waa <_)[! Ha- fr'llowinp (lay ihal 1 )- 'lores found there w'cre 
two peoplo w h' pu sh^ kii'-w si ill in Ib'iiPa* She up-t them 
both, separately, Ladv Saiaah Ths eh'.*.- to tip- Piazzar di 
Siena in tln^ \ ilia lk>rphes(‘, and Nurse ,T<‘nriings, the Irish 
girl W'ho had firlped to nurse Ffaneis D* iizil, m the little 
restaurant on the Pincio where ,ehe4iad g-aiie to have a cup 
of tea. .* / 

Lady ,Sarab, with a loose and shockingly adjusted veil 
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over a shady hat, her bag in one hand, an old parasol 

in the othe r, was stari^,ing le.r back to tjie gardf^Ti of the 
lake wateliing some airily chid Italian bovs running and 
bieyriing on tlie tra(‘k around fli<‘ Piazza. Dolores saw h'T 
bef(»re saw Dohtres, aiub Ia si tate'd foi;., a inoinent, debat- 
ing vvh' th'T to sjt' ak to h'T or to niovs; (juietlv awav uii- 
^^>s^T\'r(h A!fh<'i:gh Dolores almost loved I^adv Sarali, 
‘-tTiSy^lav she f( It half afr;iid '►f lier. (_)ne(\ a I'»iig time a/^ 
sh'^ h.Yl I' t Lady Sarah into a secret, jwrlrips inO^ lliosc-eret 
of her Ids irt. Now she must I )e, I'es. la , d with her. She 
kr ie\^ that. And trutli ami si res ri tv slhai(V.in this ir'iidille- 
ag' d \soiiian \\ h< > had been ti i< d Tm»re (r\'en than Ldna 
Deii/.il had b( ( ii tried, but lio hild iH»t be<;n found wantiniz. 

X — I ■ ^ 

And Do1mI( s had aiiotlier reason which rnadi^ hrr i lowl^iiasi- 
tate to acciot h- r fi’i'aid. Soniething within h<;r almost 
dreaded Lad \' Sai alds abs..Iiity ly et 1 1 i a hv< )f heart. Perhaps 
she Would ha\ e stolen awa\' had lad l.adv' Sar.ah S'ery 
sudd'aily turned round, at the same time dropping the bag, 
w liieli ms usual bii ' 0 oj )'*m 
My dear ! ’ she eras 1. 

J’'org<t1 mg the bag she surged forward im})ulsively tc 
clasf) the jhand of ] ). A .res in h< i s. 

' You ha’v'' eo'me in from J'dsr eati.' 

Idiroiigh the \'eil lau' hind eye secuipd to Iti'hsres to be 
reading ehanges in a fae<‘ that had sureL^ cliang'sl \'erv nilieh 
in the last ff^w weeks. ' 

" ha\a> dr<tj)[M d your l)ag ! 

D' »1« Tes pieked it up. ' 

^ II ave 1 ? (_)h, everything is coming out. It is f^l^^^nys 

so. 1 must get a lawv one. NewT mind. I have been in 

- _ f 

England \Nith mv 1 )re)ther-i inlawa ' 

‘ The d( )etsT ? 

‘ Yes.' 

They wsTe b<sth sih nt fe>r a moment. Then Lad}' Sarah 
said : . ' • 

' Ever since the end of April when I baefe yuu g<joJ-bye. 
I 've been seeing a good deal of hospital life.’ 

She sighed. , 

' IIow' human beings bear Usings I It ’s too splendid, and 
might force an atheist to believe in God I ’ sha exclaimed, 

‘ Physical things I ’ said Dolores. 
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Lady Sarah pu^h'rd up her veil in a bunch. 

'I hgnrd in, Engl.ind you had g'-'^ic to Frascati for the 
summer.’* 

Yes. We both like tlie air tla re, and the ■svaiKs are 
lovely. But fb)! tiu* IiU HHuiit 1 in llu’ ]):LlazT:o. \\ liy did 
yr»u uome buuk so shnui^'^ ’ 

Mrrwyn was g'^my j>ay an annual \'i‘^t in S( 
und I was ge tting hard n]>. Iv^anu is ( (S'lManiual in s 
And I* havay 1 tal\^ in suiiiiiu',-. 1 )( tnd \ » ai ? 

Suddenly l)()l<trrs r<adfs('d Ikav tlhaiyhl had \il 
seiwation^in luT* whih’ slu‘ had hem <»nt I haf rlay. Ihll ii^aw 
shu liad lud Isuai ;L\\ar<‘ nf tlu- hoalm.ss of this llornan 
ph'Msaunce. ha'd n'>t^soon tho ui''sl'<l darlnass (*f the 

pint's, the twilight that liuh s, as if ffaring pursuit of 

its beau^u undor th<' d* • < gr> )W ing \< a fagf’ < h 1 hu il'.a\(‘S. The 
letug w all'vS had no^i,t■]n^t I ^i- r f<<1, iior tho grassy^ law ns 
S()(hhud liov ryos with tluar naturo's colour. She had not 
even heard thh frail s. ,ig ,»f fjj,. foiinfains. 

‘()f (^ursed^she replied Jiastily. It is only real Italy 
then. W' e wei'e wise to stay.' 

‘ And hoW' are t!u' l)<‘n7.ils ? ' ashed Lad\ Sarah. 

As she ri^t the (lue.^tion ther<‘ \vas a sound alruAbst as of 
constraint in Ir r ph a- ml, slightly \S'ilod \'oic(.‘. 

P< M>r htfh^ Tie (•♦has been dcgKrately ill ! 

All the ctdiLsti’a i nt vanidcd at oi^is' fistin T^ady Sarah, 
She put her h?md <]ujekl\' (Ui the arn^ of Doloi'es. ^ 

' Oh-rU^o ! ’ sIc" said. ‘ Sh(_' ealdt be iliti lided t( • go 
through J:haT:. Tlu re are .some chc yked 

herself^ thinking peihaps of her (tw*! life's tragedy. ' Is he 
betteu^ ? ’ slu.^ arjad. 



a\nd a whole h( art, wa^rn, ener^^' tic with Irive of huinanity, 
^ecrnetl in her v( )i^‘e. 

‘ Y(?hd f)ok»res rt^ydi'a!. 

Lady “Saral^ooked at her and remained silent. 

‘ II** f? bemer, Jjut he is still very ill. Now*, dear Lady 
Sally, I must leave you. But do come to Palazzo Barberiiii. 
Wilf you ? ’ . 

‘ But are you g< -ing to stay on there ? 

‘ I may. It ’s deliciously quiei — nobody there but me.’ 

‘ You haven’t? got another dog* ’ 

‘ No, npt yeL’ 
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Will you let give you one ? ^ I saw one too lav being 
carried by a man in tl<‘ C<»rso, a p^-rfortly (Uli(aous puj^pv. 
tub-shajMol at prrsriit — but that will pass ! — with an '' All A 
right Willi tli'‘ \v(uld ” rxpr<‘.ssi( m m its ry<;s tluit simply 
swas.^ps \s »ii to ( >ptimisrn/ , 

* I e«nil<hi't ha\ e a in ths‘ palrasa’ 

All y< 'ur Ixriuti ful Ihmy^! 1 srf'/ 

* took tla' hand of l)(.l(»i’os and hold it rath'T closoly.^^ 

‘ Y(Y''r beautiful Ihmg^ ! ' she repe.-OrJ. ' And \s t, isn’t 
a littlo bfiiidlo of ha[»p\^ lifo, o\'(M if d( sfrurtn'o now and 
then, \\orth thorn alU' ro;illy '? ’ 

' ^^'U ean say that. \-. .11 who haimt <‘liurolios and mus(pims, 
and go so often to .OiikI bef,>i'c ihe Ikeia v 

' ()no tskos rofugo-- yes. ()iie r, dri'/oa m by ih'* storm. 
But, oh, my (b ar I thorc' ’s iioihitig in all I lio art in lb.>me 
W'ortly iho ton eh ( d a hand I li:r‘ U\oso> /^rk 

Her (‘yos at that mom. nt |o,,k.'d as if sho- s|io, tla‘ s( ail — 
wa.Te tho spaao of a World a\va\a 

' But [ do ]. f\a‘ tho Ik a 111 I fill dll nap all tho saniod odii' said. 
And suddenly slie was t hofo by 1 ). A .1 . s, w i1 h 1 )olor(“s, again. 

* Ttwhap. W(‘ nan soo som<‘ of tla in fog' tli- r. vSliall weT 
Thera are no paries noW',' she add'oh wifh a s.*^'t of geutl'^ 
traital i\'onoss tliat had in it s.anolhii'g o\fi-aordmarily d^li- 
catia ' Ila\'o y..u a hUlo time f.a' an (Al woman V 

Dolores longed t.) ki s hoi\ and |ong< d to lie awa\' from 
her. ^ \ \ ^ ' 

' (d *ni<' t< » Palaz/' » Barlw I'ini, doar bad v Sails . rue ’ 

Sla? was about to sav ' phmorrow ’ to it\ an hour., but sh<e 
finishod with ' (^ano wh(.no\or you like.' ^ 

When at lialf-past livn she aena' into thf restaurant on 
the PiiM'io, sh(‘ at oner r:pight s^dit of^ Nurse Jennings, 
wdio was romforlablv rstal>Ii lad on themniall terraea* irr 
the eg), n air, wdh a b'a|M.t and a lalgr' plate < )f fathrT 
strangtSy coloured (sikes beside her. Slw laeJ not the 

Irish girl sinec Fraiaas Dcai/ibs death, bid sla- Tuu\ k'liown 
she must see her again. Sira‘e the night when tliey had 
talked together, befo]-.^ Sir The.alorc eamcybaek fnun tlie 
children’s party, DoloresHiad felt that this girl would be 
some day in her life, and in^'rnately. She had a premonition 
of this. 

Nurse Jeunings looked up and smiled. 
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‘ Oh, it ’s Lady CaiinyiigL' ! ’ slir i xidaiuied. 

Her yl rasuro \\.as ohAHMUs as ii[‘) and, with un- 

(.anldorrassod frankness, (“anie fiaas.'ird t«> shake Iiand.s. 

'Let ni(‘ h;i\e t' a wjtli you/ said ])ok*r(ss. 

' Yes, do - f.ad}4Laiin \ iiye/ 

They sat (k as n xh le 1 side. 

(dl/ hey:ui t^e nursn at onne. ‘ >u #1 lavrii’t call^ 
frtr me yrt.’ 

I 

‘ r)oi/t \'ou reiiF mh<T ^a HI eaid ho\s \( ,11 (1 jii-j' to nave 
me With \i>n if (j\ er you \\, Fe ill V 

' Yes, I I’enieJi it)r]'.' 

D(^ores looi-T,.'(4 Imiih the h'al(h\' fr'alJ.'d fae(/ of the 

nursia 

lly^^^hat is il V ' Nur-.e ,1, iiim a aslo'd. 

" I d'.li’t kll"\', , ISii.I yl'W !• i'e, 1 \ < ,11 \s ill nurse na; s( .me 

day/ 

' 1)< ) y( »U ? • I 1 lillik 1 M I \ oil \‘o 1 1 aya III/ 

I y < 'ti • k r. ^\\ 1 1 a ( m . i L ' 'U 1 1 1 inY a i e 1 1 a 1 1 1 i n y ? ' 

\\ ell, I (‘oiik i [.111 a lol of la a rt into il , I 1 1 n nk, nursing 

5'/u/ 

' I hn yla J \s ,u f- '1 like ( hat/ 

w^MvaiS’ * 

A 1 id you 1 1 1 1 ! I k 1 l 4 .a t \s oi ik 1 make a yid 'al d i ffereiaaa y . aikl 

htijd me to r, I lY'aii V 

'1 exia et ff yoiikk And \s I iL \s all ayain-ft seienee, I 
1 'p( *se. ^>nd T dn all f' a' saa nec.' 

The-\^ t;dked oii T-Ia < rfiillw l)ok,re^ ladieid that Ydii'se 
Jennii^w' \aa'y self-p., a ss,',] a r id, hoia s| , and \ eiy (dX- 
pei'i.dias (1 (ya-s^y id often (Oi h-r faea, almovj hk<d tlad eyidS 
of th(^ old man i») t he ,i t ra it^ And again that sense of 

»phetii^kra )SN k Jge asyiiled heie J )id the nursi* '? 

Ad lwn t<da^\as o^^ r, and Dok.i’es y-is ;dH,ut tr. go home, 
she saol : 

^ dVh;fl: ais-^a.ii thinkiny ahout nas nuro»? 

‘ Thinking — Lady (kmnxuiye v 

‘Yes. lla\yi/t \a >u Ideeii thinkdny sonietliiny, nearly all 

^ •- 

the time we ,ye been toy< tla r ? ' 

‘ I don’t know that I have/ . 

She spoke if she were coi^idering, perhaps searcliing 
herself. m 
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‘ Have I ? ’ she added. 

She sat, looking fiWl at Dolores. 

1E\ ^cn if I h avu I couldn't riuditlv say what it i.s/ she said 
at last. ' I s'pokHd one lues a lot of (‘pUM-r flioiiolits that go 
before one can eateh thunT,’'like a snako in straw.’ 

' Whakan ( M_ld ^^iinile I ’ 

, 'Oh, I saw,, one once, whon 1 was a ^■hild. That’s why 
I that ! ’ 

\Vp Ti tlu'V ]iart(‘(l Dohars asked Xnrsd Jennings to come 
and dirud witli her on the ft*Il<»wing e\<aii[ig. 

She came, and a relation that wais akin friendship wais 
established lutwt'en them, ddiere w'as soni'llimg in the 
Irish girl whieh attra(*ted s str<*ngl\n Terliaps it wnis 

her pr)WSTfnl grip upon the erim faets of die calm and 

the unblnsliing wsay m which she stood up t<.* Methcr Nature, 
not iy enmitsn rewam in <-nmgy,,bpt ju, eomiad^ ly maniK^r, 
ready tn sasg ' Tliat is so, and has goL to le* so ! ’ to all 
Mk>ther Natnr(‘’s du'fates. Ifor kn<twl<'dge of physiology, 
her frank way e>f sp<\aking'‘ abMip fael s - by s< Tne oensidei k^d 
imj^roper — as if tli(‘V wsu'e I'ight and lieaiififiil bidcause they 
W'ere natural, seemed to clear th<“ mind of l)(»l<)res of mists 
W’hieh had, perhaps, gatheissi theis' b^'eaiis^' stg’ liail lived 
fr>r long in tlie midst of a liiLdily artilieial civil ’sat;on. 
For anything that was Xagainst Xatufe ’ Iht own p)hrase 
— Nurse- Jennings ha«i a great eont^ inpl. Ihit slie was ex- 
eeediriglv lenient in mind touai'ds many wlio are usually 
condemned as sinners. Anel now and tlu-n slrta » sturdily 
enunciatfal p)roposit]oris, mat startled Dolores. 

Once, for instancf-, . w hen discussing the supertluous 
woman question, wdiieh in England hael bee >me important, 
she said : , 

‘ I think ev ery womap, if things are to^be fair, -e)Ught tc' 
have a chaner to have one eliihl. I don't pay nu-re — br^t one.’ 

Dolores had immediately turned the coj^versatreui from 
that somewhat- deliewte subject. But the nurse’s m-mark 
went down into her mind, to take its place by the gnawnng 
thought that for so long had never ceased from its activity. 
x\nd it had a powerful inhuence upon her. Fotrshe had from 
the first looked upon the freckled and radiantly strong 
Irishwoman as a sort of ettbodirnent of wholesomeness both 
mental and physical. 
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‘ If thinc^s arc to be fair I ’ How often during that summer 
in Rornu those words rose in the mirld (sf Dolores;. Th(W 
camu to hcl' nnjre than (vneu when slu' was with Lady Sai^ih 
— for she saw^ Lady Sarali sometimes— aiid slie wondered 
what Lady Sarah’^^ view' on thf34 ut woiJd be. But 

she never in(]uirod. Smuk I liinL^r k< [)t h<T %ecretl\^reserved 
wdoai bhe was with l^^ady Sarah. Lono afterw'^rds she knewe 
that it w’as an intention whi(‘h she must have formed, 
ha]?s niiTiths bi. foru she was (m an] >let(‘l v aw'a?e that sk^ tiad 
f(.)rmed it. Lady Sarah luul a strong strain of rL^igRai in 
her. Nurv Jeinwines, all hough slie wws a (\itholie, and w'as 
were regular in her atteiidanee at Mass, had not. And the 
wranan who s<.T‘S* hfemsnly •through Nature's eyes is ver}" 
different fr(an the woman who sees it througli the eyes of 
the God*r( 4 V<'an‘d in a religion. 

La<ly Sarah saw' ^^l^^dling out the irnrpense 

pr^ssil )ilities of (_iod. Nurse Jennings saw a ve ry clearly 
marked one shutting in tlu' railuT erudo jiossiljilities of 
Nature. • * * * 

In her then (.aaidition of mind Dolores did not want to look 
t('>t) far, {)erhay)s lest she sluaild s< e daik clouds of con- 
demnation. ^Slie almost fear<'d Lady Sarah, and sofiirdimeS 
she«wi-sjie(l she had lu-i cr shown hor that trTith when they 
sat together in the ^uet<*ria on the ]hnei.> with N<‘ro en- 
throned between them.* She had (snened a door into her 
s^ )ul tliat da\'T and she was nearly^ sure Lady TSarah had 
s*‘epped and had se(‘n mm*h. Had she not seen too 
much ? • * ^ \ 

Septemibfr came, a golih ri Sept- inber, and little Theo wms 
ejuite out of dar'^a-r, and wvis growing stronger day by day. 
With a radiant faiR^ one ^dt^anoon Sir Tlu-odope cuiine over 
W Palazz^s Barlu^ini to make the^ announcement of the 
cliildN «tri^(T>tow'ar^ks health. 

It his V(si^ which show's it most strongly,’ he said, 
and as*h^spoKe his owm Isass voice took on arstronger, more 
’ tesonant tone. 

‘ Poor little^ chap I It used to b(^ like the voice of a gnat 
almost. But, now ! ’ 

He stopped, moved about the ^ ^me to Dolores 
and said : 

t Doloretta 1 \ 
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4 A ^ ^ O 

1 US r 

' ^Vllv ri(*t C(»niu oHf with rnu t<4-Jay to Fravuati,? It is a 
d^-v of rujtuuiny. \V(nrt you unniu and sliar<‘ in it ? I think 
— I Innuv it Von did Edna furl t<aj(‘hud. You have 

bcaruv'l V 1 ><_■( <i( i\’ur at u 11, au. d t luri onl y f‘ >i;ouch a few mi nut us/ 

' I wa.VafiMidu should h<‘ in thu way/ 

^ ' 1 know. sJ^ssTiisu vvu wui’u all ss) inbuilt on Thru, natur- 

alry^. Eut it ts diff< runt now/ 

' \ it Y ' ^ 

' Uf (duirsi^ it is. \\^>i/t yoinuoinu? You mourned for 
Franuis. Edna knew that. \\V*i/t y^ju kiku a part m her 
joy V ' 

^ Vus.’ 

Sliu y(,t up and \s<.nt lo put ou her hat. ‘ 

' I mill rujoiuu ! J tu/// ! ' sh<_' said to lu i’Sf.'lf. i 
WJiun sliu r- aulu'd h- r haE’^.opi,, t'^Fosid (d only putting 
on luu hat, as slu* had inl<[ido(l, s1r‘ uhang' <_! lu r gown. 
Shu runiumlj'.Tud how (‘n(iu;dl\' Tlu (.» had t»oi,( (i at thu gown 
sliu IkuI put on f<»r fhu pisss^-nt-gi \ ing on liftlu Tli^-ots hirth- 
day. Ih' liad th'Higlit it t^o g.i\'. Might hu lud tlnnk thu 
pal'.' brown liiu ii slu' \Nas w- uring b'-day iu»t gay taisaigTi ? 
Alniost^hku a child that fiiru-ii ly wi'^tu.^ to pbc good’ she 
sumnioih d h<a^’ maid and got into a f^opi di'us^, and a t)rutt\g 
though .sinijF', hat. 

Wdu n she uainu d(»wn Iut liud»and said : 

' Wdiat M tiinu you pu Ix'un, Doka’-JIa! M tluaight you 
were IiuvsT (‘oliiing. la t ’s Isu (df to bi'asu.ili/ 

] lu did not not luu I hg ^llangs‘ slu' hairinadu. , 

A> they wuru drixing in tlu; nud'>r o\'ur thu \ast g'Xpansu 
whiuli was tlu; pr- of tlu' sun^Sir ddiuod<u^'S wlas had burn 
silent SOUL'' time, and pvho ha<*^ nioro than onc'u glanced 
at Dolores rat lur doulgfulKa or criiiually (she wgvs not sure 
which) said : 

' It \s wry good rd you t'S uonua DoloruL^tu/^ 

‘ Good ! w'liat iioiisonsu ! Isn’t it natural 1 UiAuld come 
on a day of joy to (‘ongratulatu friends ? 
lie (jbvimisly husitatrM. Thun hu said : 

‘ I hope you don’t mii.d my saying somuthiug/ 

The almost dinidei>ce ivith which he spoke, the evident 
discomfort and reserve, slowed her the gap w bich was now 
i between them. 
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‘ Of course not. \Vhat is it ? ’ ^ 

'I manage really to look upon Edna as 

your friend.' 

' But, Tlieo — wliat do vetu me‘:^n V ’ 

There was a -^^rt (»t hrnu (^< ] il m I'.ite sur]a’isf* in h<‘r 

voice. 
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feel ^<‘eo■tl^^ offiinlcd or ^iirpi i'.* d, ui^jd^' I )» T »is;s frel as if 
her heart ueis.* as }i;w'd as 1 hr Miei'^ld shejia'l i >n at th'* 
bridge' t(^rnig.ni<'ii(-.^ She reni< inb^as al I hr j< writs uglifiess 
f^' her trf^’h in 1 iw hai’k, and it; *roni<([ (o her 1 hat lie-r 
hu'^br^rtl, in a sfraiigr lunoranr^ , \Nas* srllingnut to cornpass 
his own dishoiii^ir, \\ la ii ih< \' w ( rr iio( far from the foot 
of thejiill whc'h a-s'< leh.^to I'ra eat i hr :gM.hr again. 

^ ' There*. is a spr<'ial ria'^ong he*sai<h still \\ith ob\aous 
reserve^ and Tl is(‘oj i^^for! , ' why 1 tlimh it woul<l bs‘ niueh 
better Edna saw a httlr more of each otla r.' 

Is*th'_‘re ? \\^'it is it ? 

‘ Well, Dol ores, Ave li\r in the world, and must remember 
the eviltyves nnd the sliaip bsiigur/ N(»b(Ml\g perhaps, has 
been more tAiined to conseioiisiier-. of thrir existeiiee than 
one who has heert a diplomat, as I #ia\V. Home is a wateliful 
old lady ’ — as he continued he idently became more un- 
comfortaUle, was tr>dng to speaE more lightly and 
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easily — ‘ and can be very mauvai.^^ ltui^iu\ I cannot help 
thinking that if you are not a good friend, to Ed^^a people 
maj" begin to talk.’ 

' But what abc.iit ? ' Dr)lores asked, with an air of gentle 
ignorance. ' lb* sliall saydt ! I dl make him say it ! ' she 
Vr^as sayidg in that le art whi(“h felt hard. 

V ‘It's very absurd of eourso, but about my seeing so 
mutk of Edna. Naturally, T eould n< v< r care for !^eh 
nonse|-^se (in my own aissnint. Ikit sle^ has no man now' 
to protect her, and it is rnv duty to think f<g In r in these 
matters. 7h)U see my p'oiiion.’ 

‘ Could peoplr reallv 1 h so silh^ 

‘ We must remdnlx';* that Ibiiia is still young! ' he ob- 
senmd, alnesst as if Ik' wst* slightly nctltol. ^ 

‘ Yes, that \s trine II, what is it y<»u \Msh m.; to do ? 

‘ 1 think it would be wise i^w il sa.-^* liftt' more of Edna, 
were nnae intimate with Ikt. It would make (-limgs ap])ear 
in their true light,’ 

‘It’s a litth' dilUciilt now. beeause Edna inwYr comes 
to Rome, ncvrT eonnes to see nie.' 

‘ There \s a g(e)d reasofi for that.' 

‘ Is there ? 

‘ You know' it as wa ll .as I do. R<ame has t( rri})le memr)‘ries 
for Edna, and espfaially Palazzo IkarR rini.' 

‘ I did not ]>eopk‘ ij'e [kilaz/o witli tlieui.' 

'No, of cours(- not. < But it is olnaoudy far easier for 
you t(a visit Edna Ihan for Isdria to visit viiu. 

Dolores said nothing, Sin- f<‘ared to s;l\' s( aye thing sh^- 
waiuld regi'et. ' r ^ 

‘But pei'haps ’ Sir Theodore hegarf, IP' st(apped, 

looked at his Asife, and eamtininah 'jieinaps it l>or^s you 
Coming to Eras(‘.ati, eipering into sinhi -a homei'y familf 
circle? Perha])s you don't care for th^ (diildten anti their 
prattle ? I know' it is not every one w ho ^atre 'f(jr the 
simple things. ‘And you ar(.' such a smss-s.' 

‘ I — a success 1 ' 

‘ To be sure, w'ith youv prizes for tournaments, and your 
skating feats, and your saJon.’ 

‘ Would you have mt ai^ utter failure ? ’ 

‘ I certainly would not wish you to be tTored because of 
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' Wo 'll see how I get on to-dnv,’ she said, laughing. 
'How seriuiiNly you take everything ♦-now ! ' 

She fF»r(?ed ir->ny into her voiur, hut ind'^xl she fel| a 
faint sense of irisny. Tie re aru few woiaun who have not 
wotidered soniutiiiy'S at the naf* te tlie inun tlu'y love. 
Dolores almost wondered now. >^‘t she 4vnew t^at Theo- 
dore was eleverer than slie was. Ihit lud alauit tlu; things 
of the heart ! In thos. wa-. lie not as a hlind man sturnlaing* 
in ^ d^irlviiess tied mighl be feR ? (Jr — was he vyifully 
blmd ? 

Argarro^v o? j<‘aI"Usy ]>ier(‘ed her. 

'Tilings that ai'<- serious uiight to be talson serimislyd 
said ."tir ^bheod^rws with UKWiial emjiliaas. 'We all kiusw 
liow tii'esMiiw the ]Hs.)>le ar< ‘ who 1aia- frissTuis things 
S(JemnIta^ IbTt lho><' who lake the vital things fnxsjlonsh^ 
ar^i wtti’ss tliaii mer< ' v^iis -oy u;,' 

' Is that a rshiike to m-' ? ’ she asked, still smiling, and 
with more iroiwa 

' No. #lRit I Inust (‘oidess 1 don't lAink you alwavVs quite 
ay]»reeiate what i ini|iortant in human life and what is n<»t.’ 

T'ne motor turned to tlu' k fR and eanu- iiit'* tie; straight 
hit r)f road w]ii('h hsids to the Pin/./,a lloiiiana. 

‘ J legist ti'v t(» learn fi’oin \^'.»u/ she answereTl. 

He said iioLliiiig niyisa 


(.TIAPTDK XXVH 

♦ 

That day.Edna Dyiizil was ha|)])ier than she hud been since 
her Fr^nzT di^-d. Sjur had emerc< d fis.ni a grsat fear, and 
her feaii had ta^dit her shaijdy a lesion. For months she 
luad b<4e?f bffr.ding o\urr the thought of what she had Tied. 
Now she realised miw iiiueh she still ha<h so mueli that (iod 
might yet take away from her, if He chose ! Because He 
had chosen tg spare her son,* Eeliu| wais able at last to turn 
to Him although He had snatchecyaway her husband. She 
was able to do wkat she had not dc^ie for a very long time : to 
go quietl}'^ and alone to a church, ^ to kneel do^Yn and thank 
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Him. the Canuynt^e's inotr^r as(‘ended the hill, observed 
by Mrs. Massiiiyhem bvho, us usual, was iust;illi‘d in the red 
h\iie;ia, with tie' Itdlie, a ies\'rl, and a ])!<'(*'“ nf < 'm^ ^roideiyy 
Edna ])<.'iizil eau.'e aloie' fmm tie- Cathedral (»f Sail Pietru, 
ivh'Te slei lead 1)(.‘<‘U ])ri»]'ii)L,^ liefore ci^, pie'tuis* of Saint 
Aiitle 'iixa, )f ]^ld^a, 

Sle; had found tie' biy rhuis'h almost (lesorted, despite its 
eo^^es^. Diilv thn r or four icierablc unf< ehiiiatr'S, wlei 
lookAl (•' 'III linos <ild, niel as if ile ii' fae^o leel bia'U skTvvly 
ear\a (i (Vil (d sone* dark mat' ii^l \^v Ihc luthk'ss hands of 
tijne aiel tnleilateei, pi'ayod, nnitl < is ( I, , or sk pt in dim 
(‘ornors, rcadw ho\\r\(]e lo cm.-rLe- in s'an'h of alms if 
oeeasion pisscnt-sl i1 o If. Tle'V. had all ruf i'^i'd in honour 
of Edna, aiel sle' le'ekLnveii alnn. t.) all. d’h' n. vlen they 
lead I’elroat' d to 1 le U' e'orie'rs and o I ui’ie'd m» tl^i ir oris(_»iis 
r»r I:l,p'ir ssalehfnl slu ml m i">^ ,;^h' Ijj^b kn< ll (keau ])( fort' 
Saint Anthoii\e lie was e|..s.' 0. Ih*' (ioor and le' eeirried 
on his arm a ('hild. 'I’w" eaielk'^ l'Urn< d bcfoi’c him. Soim* 
humbk' buie'lios td It w,* m la\ al liis f( < |. Viel Iviny ek.>S(‘‘ 
to 1 1 e ‘in in a ('le 'ap h 11 k f i a i [ e ‘ w a ^ a ' 1 ks 1 1 e 'I’a a S. Antonio 
di Ikailova,' bcLunniny ^^iMl tie' \S"r(E: M_) mo^t yra(‘it)us 

Saint A al ( mi( e le'ar my humbk' \ s' 

Ibil Jedna (fid ie>t pray to aiiv saint '•!' o\< n to M^elonua. 
She \vas abk.', ind<'. d sb.; fr-lt o1>1il" d, to e* mimunieatc dirretly 
^^ath (t(.k 1. And as sle- del s< ► she f* It an imne.asubable 
relief, as she did so shr' was aware (»f ler keiy bitterness, 
she knew til'' t' »rtur'_ that w riny^ the soul w hi<di r< kyds ayaiiist 
the dcei’ces it (‘aiiieb OiKk'mtaiid. Cmly tie. when she 
esea])ed fi’om it, did sle' trul\' know it. 

She praes'd for a loiiy tine', and in that prayer found 
renewal. In thankma s|i.‘ obtaiie'd, Ei'Uc yratitude re- 
eeives the most saered yifts, and I'elna kieiw^ ttiat in lb- 
peane svhi(.'h < lose, aided upon le r soul, sle; st-eifsopie tears 
while sle' }')ra\a d. And tle-y yave a stroii;.^’, a m-»re hjr <'ly 
hfe to the llow^rs spi uipiny uj) in le r h( aid. '' ^ 

She came out int<t the sun-seorele‘<l piazza before the 
Cathedral wath tier dr( .ns of the led}^ water still wwt upon 
her forehead. And as ^le did so, as she ‘stood ad the top 
of the steps for a momei t and looked at the triple fountain 
bubbling among its ferns the base of the barrack-like build- 
, ing which sUinly riscA above it, as she heard the clang of the 
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bells that ring untirmehy out over the viiKS and the olives, 
£is if sending th<:ir nassagr t<.» Rome, m^»ther of all mess;ig( ^ 
of bells (_)f aH CatleFe (‘hnreh(j>, slie ^V()nd''I■ed if ITanzi eoidd 
see le r. At this nioinenl:, for tie- first tiiii'; sinee his de;tth, 
she felt as if he \\ei^‘ ali\ss Aiid^h'- f<'l( t hat J )e(S‘i use shr* 
had I’eiiewed tle^ tru-' lif-' iii te r soiiINv 

She erossi'd the Fi;i/./:u and enne' "Ut before tie' P< n^ioii 
Belle Vue, and in ttie di fenec sle- leard the soiiiel a 
luoti^, riinnine b( l\'w ''ii I li <loul F • I'ow ^ of ! 1 bet sly Iter 

the public' V allv s bv th' • e 1 1' W o\ cr a bedi ( l:i rii - a Mi 7*r< 'i< 1''^ 
rai a r^iarbl^' peib^^lab In a ueaie n( sle* aav lliat it sva>> 
Sir Th':odor<.''s nel'a-, and as it drew ut) de' sto(id oii the 
jeith by its doo,T iull li'‘i* le'W-f- emd p* ae'' ; \\liieli was 
hap[)i/e'ss, uoksiieh as sh-' had mikv tueewn, but 'Zieh as was 
{)repare(Pf(^i' ]](\ nows al fln^ stae<' in He' lone pilsa'iniage. 
AnrU'is tie' door op» u- <]^|e ne^l e\s sae>t (.f Sir Th' oijore, 
w le an she wa % e\ p^ (‘f i ue S ► s. -o, but of 1 loloia ■>. 

Sle* was sur[tru.' d. \< t at this nean-ait she wiaild has'e 
b- cn issel^i to b.^e^adiab almost in th^' wa\^ of ihatB'Mna 
D- n/il A\ho had diied omo niabt iii ]tala//o RarlMi'ini t*:* 
bh sT a T'oof tl’es'. But dlls ef I'e sho lie t the eyas of ])(>!( frs'S 
she felt as if syne'lhiiej in h' !' \sille r('<l U[e f 1 ho»a ayes 

wcue ^m Ji lie abo-.a smiline li|U. A hand c'la-.'lad leaw, and 
e\'en le ld it \'diih' hind^woisb. \‘>' r-' spola u. 

Pheard of your jo\' afid I eanie <»\er \sith ddieo to share 
it, if y< )U w ill h f ne-.' 

ThoS(.^ w^T^' tie- W(a’(fs III le-r eaiw. Sle-, t . m >* smiled. She 
returned the h;uel ('laT]). [hit jov's t ff* u’tlass aasa was gc aie 
for the mynient right cait of le r lif*'. 

Sir llieodora got out. and at <aiee Jvlna saw that Iv: was 
no loiigsT the ha[>p\y tho :Jmost a\ullard man who had left 
hi4r but a f(iW le)Urs^ae'>. 

Wle u shalMI tell tro to (‘one' fca' you ? ' le- ask' d his 
wife. • • ^ 

' IIo^^;• 1^ igT'ri'u you boar my eompany, Edtai ? ' she said, 

^.miling, 

Edna made a strong effort to recyyiture the f<-a!ine of 
happiness, of gwoefness, that had defended upon her in the 
church, and luad ma^Ie her ut peace v/tK hei’self and with the 
world. 

* Stay a l(jng while, if you don’t mind our dull little house 



880 


THE FRETITFUL VINE 


and ways. I always feel we are cjuite dreadfully domestic, 
Dolores. Stay till aVter dinnrr, \waid you ? ’ 

/ Oh, I think that would he alnmst too late. Besides I 've' 

got ’ shr ua^ ahoiit to say ' Nursr Jrnnine^s dining with 

me.’ But sh<? r' ln* inlx ri \ alxMit Bran<;is, and aft' r a pause 

she said,*' I ’ve g<»t s<uio (uw dining \Mth iie; to-night.' 

' Have yon ? Who is it ? ’ said Sir Theodore, as it in an 
effort to Tiiak(‘ eh' 'Tfijl eon\s‘rsat ion. 

' Nurs(' Jmnings,' sho said pniekly.^ 'Lot me staf for 
an h«Vjr*, Edna. At hair-]>ast siy, BuTro ! ’ 

- The eliaiiffrur took (»ff his cap. and th'gv fumed and 
dese<:'nd''d th<“ stops. 

The III' ntioii of Nurse Jonnmgs h'.td dr/j-ply r<‘ealled to 
Edna's rnind all tie' horror of the operation and Eraiuas's 
doath. Sho had levor s<'oti th'‘ niirsr since iheii. and eoiild 
not hear e\'(‘n to think of h'^"’. AnJ^as sh'‘ had nra'er Inard 
of any fri'Uid^liip Iw t\v'''‘n le r and ])->lei'' S sho was suriiris'-d 
at the III' nti'iii of tie* dinnor. Slw tre d to dreiiiss the inatt'.T 
at once from lea inihd. B>ut sho (seiM ikk. Sin was hack 
in Bala///o Ikarhmni. Slw was with Braiizi on ties s'lfa 
waiting for Ins sunini' ms to got r(sa<ly. She r'-ealled tle^ d mg 
time \0iien sh'- and Thoodors* sat t^'vllior in yl' tiee waiting 
to know the Verdiot. Ih r ])ra\s r m tho ('ath'dral San 
Bietro had rel'sascd hor from hi 1 1 « rii' ss, and tie- hitterness 
did not now roturn. But tlio groat sednoss did, \vith a Sense 
of th(‘ t' frihle realitios whii'li make U[) suelv a larg(^ part of 
life. Sh(‘ didTot hnd any words t<> hroak the uleiiee which 
had fallen till thoy woi'h coining into the house. And tlren 
her Words were hanal, 

‘ l)':^n't you find it \ ory dull in Rome at thi^; time, 
Dolores ? ’ 

‘ Well, it i'.ii't d' lirioiisly gay, Isdna. I coiifo^s that.’ ,, 

Sir Theodor'S who w'as hehind them, frowned. . 

‘ And the Jh^sit ? ' 

‘ Oh, that ’r, puite hearahle, if one shuts oneself up during 
the middle of the day.’ 

‘ You ought to come out here more.’ 

* That ’s wTat I toll ^Doloretta,’ said Sir Theodore’s deep 
bass from behind. - ^ 

‘ To cheer you all up I ’ said Dolores. 

Sfience again fell, till jl'hey reached the first floor. 
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‘ Is little Theo up ? ’ ask^d Dolores. 

‘ Ou a chui^e longue in fho lo^^gia. Uiit he must vety soon 
go t‘ » heef’* 

‘ How hapj)y you nmst bo feeling ! * 

‘ I arn very thankful inde.dy •j 

Sh(‘ opened a deoi’, ;ui(] tli* y intn^tlie sitting- room 

wtiieh ga\e_- (»n to tfie Idoei.i. Thr'M|d|, ijj,. IVyredi windows 
l)ol(ires saw the nr<)ad baelc ainl l.it’a'' br* os n lead of 
Mrs^ M^rssingham. /Iliis head was noiMmg^ and a thread 
of S(g>rano voice, very sijiTdb but et nr mid sss^etr ^vas 
audil^^" sin^hnj : 

( Olin' ‘'I f:i la y)aep, 

lierTai la 

bi LOi.aisla, |irir-a, laci*, 

Is'l ua Im‘ 1 l»ar lo HTt M'c.a. ’ 

Doh'ires striral still. 

'Wait!' sle ♦ niiirniured. 'Don't hd, us oo out till it's 
linislc'd.'^ I'lio «!’ound Iie^d (s»ntinu'(^ b> lesh b;ie|^\sards 
and forwards, and from orc' snle the other, as if tho sinoer 

t3 

we^‘ ccaiductinc in a mov way ssithout a baton. 

base die \ aii'e 4 niorta 
Is rlif <1 i-;i nil, a r.tl t.a, 

( lie j i 1 iiial '] inei , 

< lie cellera li.i J i-i,at la - 

I tac(' ('lie f li 1 0*1 e ^e mu 
Milt, a t * ‘ I M “ r a 1 1 M ■ 1 1 1 e 

1 ' . a (" e rV» s i e e n d m .a 
I Ci ra - 1 (11 r.aineii t e, ’ 

The Sv-w^ ceas(,nl and Ihedcs'xl stopj-ied nodding. Then 
a siriall voice, with a touhhing gcnll'sness and sinuilieitv in 
if: said _ 

' Thank-you, i^nhu. 1 hn sure I should hate to quarrel 
n owe’ 

' Is that Then spcWving ? ' said Dolores, 

‘ Yes/ said Edna. 

Dolores^saw^ that her eves were ful]^>f tears. 

' No one shotild ever quarrel. Dim why nows dear ? * said 
Mrs. Massingham. ^ 

' I don’t know. But I feel now^s if I liked every one/ 
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* That N a vrry nice fcrliny.' 

‘ Yt'S, isn't it, Xoni^a V 

Dnhacs AS’rnt nil, ])ass</(l tlir»niLhi th<^ Fri'ii("li \>iyVl()W and 

i II- 

came into tho loacia. 

‘ ddi' ii yoij inn-t liI:o infi d'hoo I ' slis‘ snid. 

Sli'‘ \\^;nt slrn>Ldit n|wdo a Iona eh.ni-, on \\’liieh a'as a 
tins' f. inn <■( »\yr- d w if li a riiLn a li- ;id wil li a.ii'' full 'a hrn de d 
' hrown liair snyp'a’tid !•'/ riistiiMiis. an<l, Ixiidit'a 
kiss< (I tie' pal^'ditllr f.io-- Ili;it li.id tni'ie d towards Ik.t. ^ 

In^d'opaa tins sh-- li:id le-l soann-'Ii s'e Id* d to ;is stfiada'd 
a, y ' " >d n 1 1 p nl < ■ , 1 > n t a 1 1 < ■ n s 1 1 - ■ saw tie' <• \ p ty ^ U n in 1 1 e J 1 1 1 1 o 
h(»v’s (‘ss.'s, and le'ard him saw ' t)r <sen ^(s Idit tli;it 's 

re dliiiej, is it. I m a:in ,<■ .ei ds' ( eV’ free d ! y^’e' f'lt >li''' iidd 
lo\'o this ('laid as iiid' ' d net lire] I \ • h'' l< » \ 0(1 ell 1 Idle 'll - - 

if only slie w'ae allMW.-d t<> he h r fine y, Paa, oh, to 

Jiave a s( m of le'r < es, n I d'< * Ip' f le' riedd I'nL e,\ fise. tie* jeel/ eis 
possessor of a eltild ! d'o soo a ^hiilTr^fiirn iialiirelly first t'e 
lesr, put leT Is f( e - <■’. ery one, e \ .-n it , fe I le r, ! 

' \'(Mi <l's'ir, pistha (MweliiiS'^ \\ le I tl*, MiLdityou were 
re w'er c 'ininy le er ns en\' ni< Cs'd 

>fr>. Mes>]nLdiani hlinlad repidl\' e> sh*' hi -s < 1 J^oloiS'^. 

She V*\(d iMaiilse and s( <*efl\' had a si I'oiiy h aiiiny tei- 
So'irds thlna^^hel \'o r<‘ hrillrhnl and persons who slyiie. 

Fluny'd in d'liie ' heily as ,de' \\as, and thorouyhly hap])y 
in it, slie ne\a rl h' l< s , eoiild nof (<,i1ir'l\' d< taeh ler mind 
from the at world/ And '.i ne- “ -1 e • had is a A so n 1 iieh ahoiit 
Dolores in tle^ llalian pap<'iw l)o|oi',r, had Isaymr' in leT 
eves an emhodini' nl of^all that le r o'vSm dear daiiediter was 
not. She l«)\a (l thlna^ hilt she lead soiie tiiieo < nshs'd that 

Edna Were a tins hit more worldly, mor** fin nt\ Nowy 
of course, that \sas iniposuhte* Mr-. Ma^ '.hiLdiain was quite 
Italian in ler sew of tie- stiitahlo fife for a w idow.^ 

'Sit down hfoide hie and t'-ll lie; s(aneFufiy of \aaur 
wonderful life m Koine,' sir- added, to ‘e^pii >a h' r h.'rnil on the 
hand of Dolores, and drasviny her into one of tli^ ^tvaw chairs 
with rod eushioiis. 

Edna Dtmzil and Sii;^ Theodore w<'nt nvQv to little 
bent over him, then s;ti dowh by him. An'd bA the way 
they went, together, J) A their svhe»le manner of being w ith 
each other as soon as she svas— as it were — detached from 
them, Dolores gathered th^ix much greater iiitiinacy. 
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There on the cJuilse longur lay tie.' link which held them 
iu tiyhtly toyeth'T. 

' My 'iL(h.Tf fil life, d-eir Mr^. Ma-.^inchuin ! 

'Yes, yes. 1 all y^u are deiny in fhe 

neA\ s] layer;-./ 

' NeAV ! Ashat fas<d 1 lal 1 1 ea i< a<iii-/ it Tni%.t iiiak^‘ ! Lady 
Caiiiiynye walled ahaiT- in the A/lla leir'de-s*-! Lady 
Lam i\a ly ‘ ^ei at hhiip' and r< ed Lv' i ^ dLiJer// l^urojic. 
La^k^ Li 1 1 II I \ma'‘ d 111 ' d ;il' e 1 ' ' « m a I m ev\ I of soij r » n t < i edit, and 
\M iit t - 1 h'd at iiiip' ! Th<- f >ij]-ji;ihsf s nnrd Ik' at iM'iiAvits’ 

V, , ^ 

raid fer i - a iiesf 

V • 

MrT. M assineliaiii landed. Sir' teoil t* > Ian eh, anrl 
tli'Mieiit \aa-y -I'^ajl U aaid hy ] i- ''jL' ah'mi she lileah 

r‘\f]'eii]- 'ly HI [ji i me:, 

' dd:in*ar< ' a' i M as v^.iihT' | ii- 1 I m' .le ■ aid , j i a 1 1 i n y the 
hayd sh''*dill hd'l. ' Liit ar<^ y(iu nrallv alem' Ida* Ural ? 
1 (h m't a] ij a < e, ( ■ of t li.i Ti I f.’ 

Sir* was aliijit t'> lais'- Ir r \sae- and -a\^ s'aieUiine I < > 
Sir Th' s ir< a w jm w a . f a I L i iie L » Id U-* d’l i< < i and Id lAa, 1 mt 
T )( L nr s st' •]!])' d Irae 

dN's IH». I in ir»l. I ha\ ' haiir Sarah - all s(*rts rd 
yeiijile. I talk t'» tlr' iir n <m (lnl\ in llr* iiiiia nins.« 

^ Hnt, my (T ar ehiM ’ 

hy, e\a.ai t'l-niedd I ha\a.' a r< enilar di n iir r-] la r I 'ek 
' ildiat d inui'h 1 x dT. r 4 
(Jne w eina^. ( )h, kill a \ cvv imx- tai- ' 
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And tills waa true. Mrs. MassiiArhain wa^ the only person 
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with whom Dolores could feci at her ease in the house at 
Frascati. 

‘ But where is Vi ? ’ Dolores add^ d. ' And where is Iris ?' 

^ They were sent out for a donlcey ride to ^^ive Tlieo a 
rest. Edna ! She doesn't hear med 

Mrs. Mr^nriLdiem turiieni more round in h<-r chair. 

^Ediia! tsiiia!’ 

Yes, mamma. A hat is it ? 

Edna lo< )k<sh r< )nrid. A lanyh was ju^t dying away :^:om 
her Uys /.nd (‘V<‘s. 

, ' \\ hen will th<“ (3iildren Ij^* hack ? ’ 

I sexpei't tie iH e\s‘n,' niinuhs' 

Sh*? turned again to tie/ t'.'>(> 7 h<*(»s. An^-^ the tiny laugh 

of the still \v</ak b«sy lose up in eleaus with Sir Tle odore's 
big bass S()Und. 

'])<■) you kreovd Mio. M;_jssjiigham assumed an alnv»st 
port' aitraisly mysO ia-ajs i iiaiiri' ■rEas^sle ■ I'sint a littt* nearer 
to E)( 'lores do \ Mil kieea, ] really thiiil: sh'/ is l/eginning 
to get o\a/r it ! ’ 

Edna, (h ) y( til ni< ;i n ? ’ 

Hindi, my d< ar 1 \'rs, Idhia ! Slie must imt kiet"' I 

think it PeMjtl'' dnnd hk</ suUi thoughts. But sinrs/ Theo 
is (sut <sf danger she is a diff* is fit 'as ;iiur<-. T eaidt tell you 
what I ha\'e suffered \Mth h'T all this long time.’ 

' Have you V ’ - ' 

‘ Yes, Seeing her so changed, like a stone ulniost, except 
when your husltand w'as Imr'/.’ 

' Ib‘ che<Ted la/r uj), 1 impe.’ 

' I think he did. But I couldn’t. I am so gkid you are 
so happy with him.’ ' '■ 

Again sIk* pressed the hand Vtf Dolores. " 

Edna told me once.’ 

^ Told you ! \Vhat, dear Mrs. M assjnghanr ? ’ 

'That \s tiir husl taiid had a grtlden nadiri' — I remember 
the very" words, th'-y were so odd !— and theiv Atrtwthat you 
were a ver\^ hapjiy ^voman ! ’ 

' A golden nature 1 ’ t. 

' Yes. Waj-^n’t it at^ odd expression-? But I quite 
underst(X)d what wo.^ n'^ant, as no doulit you do. Edna 
has an extraordinary opinion of your husband.’ 

‘ I am so glad.’ 
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‘ Yes. Arid whatever men may say women can really 
judge a man best. I am #iire I stiw aii}^ humai^ being 

niore devh^d tlaiii he is to children. They really worship 
him.' 

' Do thry ? Dear littb^ things I j 

Mrs. Massingham again loohrd nivst- ri leaned 
towards Dalort s, protrudhig Ikt large h-aul, and opening her 
eyes wry^ wi<le. 

' — hush ! — if littl<‘ ha<l di<‘d liln* his^fat la r I don't 

know^ what \asur hudiand \S'Auld ha\a‘ donss I doi,#T liiiik 
he could have Uorno it.' 

' W e have to txsar things, di.sar Mrs, Mss^ingliarnd 

‘ Ah^— I know' L I kwow' ! A l>ut ths-re aro sonc; thinvs that 
are too mu<‘h.’^ 

Yesd*sai( I >res, again looking towards the grisup of 

thr.^-. • , r • ' 

' And wh'ii tlii'i/ Ceilin' — nw cli nr I'liild ! 

Mrs. M: Lssingham lift'll le r pr- tpv liMl'* Icind'., raised her 
chin, and yiad'' ;wfa<*(.‘ sugg< sti\'o <»[ oat .><‘lysin. 

‘ And I don't think avo shoiilfl judge (-ji^ ni ! ' sho eontiniaab 
oraa^larly, ha\ ing ap]»ar< nLlv thought (*on ti nuoi i^ly t hroiigh 
the hiatus in ti'T langiiago. " Ibit, of (S)ur,.is alvacfcs do ! ’ 

‘I don't tliTnk 1 should (‘at** wletleT 1 w<t'<‘ judv'd or 
not, I had done what 1 was ohlig- *1 to do,' said Dolores. 

sVi*d tlcTo was an al?ii<^>t leird sound in le r Vouae 

‘ You 1 ' said •Mrs. Ma'^sl nghaiii. ' \\ fty, \'ou d'‘Ar, pretty 
creature, n<d^iody could e\aw judg** saei. 'Jhi^y eould (snly 
pity you. ^hil?, thank Uod, th- re* is^jio ics'd for tliat. My 
Eehia w^as nVht. "\h>u are* a happy \donian.’ 

At tlils*rne)ment there was a s(*und (»f shrill voice's, a patte*r 
of feet, the doe)r (ifn-ped, and dris and \ eJa app< ared, rosy, 
beaming, aipl exeit*'d from tle ir (Fonkoy ride. Ins earned 
in her hand •a \ 4 'lup'al;nost as big as Tiers* If, which Dolores 
recognisia^ at onciyas^her ])r(‘S( nt to htlk- Tle o on his last 
birthelay. ^Sh# walkeel rirrnly towards tie* loggia, wath her 
J^egs rather wude apaj#., in a manne'r sugg<‘sting that sh*' re)de 
almost as often as the ax'crage cavalry ollicer, and that she 
always roefe astride. And as *^110 ce/me iii she* announced 
trvi'ice : 

‘ My donkey tuniTled down I My donkey tumbled down 1 ’ 
Behind her the httle Viola, dresst^ in wliite, with a shady 

IT 
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white hat, pr-epcd ^^'itll anxious eyes, perhaps te) see whetl 
any men \v<Te the pnrtv. 

‘ My d<>iil:cy tnmhl.'d d<>\\n I ' rep<':it<'d Ins heidlv, f<:>r t 
Eiird tinir, iis sla- yaiie d tle^ Fr<'neti \s'in<lM\vs ynani^^ on ■ 
the \n'_rj\:i. 

My d' 'I ik' ‘V , d i< 1 n I kjnihun d<>\vn ! ’ erj<-d taking 

h')Id .if itr]’ si^t' I' ' Ll t <*11'' iiniid, I'ciidme and h^okini 

round Jris, as if sle- a earner, at rh<' ass<:iiit»lay(‘ in the 

loypia. a 

\ h/T (■\'rs i'( eole'd Sir "’h* ■< m L .o ■ sh'- Muilf'd with a 
(‘ncjii' tt I d 1 ('xpr- \'nfh<lr''\v h'r le;el ii'hind tie' ram- 

part of leT MSi r s IxhIv, tle'ii p' < p' d aeaiii, whil'' tie; rosy 
llmh d-'-'je'[e'<l (ocr h' r lit 1 1 ' f;n'''. « 

'dumhi'd d'osn! ' sai^l Mas '.melism. Mhit letw 

dan O' 'rolls, my d;i i hi le 1 What ;i h, id 1 1 1 1 1 < ' ei ks\' ! 

Sle; aiel 1 )( -t as w.r<‘ Tear' d. t'* lie' \'vii]d'>\N ^^hl'^(■-tho 

two* elilldr'Tl W'To stale liiie. 

t(>ne' and tsll ns all alseil 1 1 ! ' ah'' add' d, le'ldino ..iit 
her h aid. 

V e s , Iris, and yi \ < ■ n e ‘ a L i . . ! s a i < 1 1 ) » > I o ]s ^ , s m i li n y . 

I ’v< ‘ e* Tie' < >\a T k ) I »la\' \ ' a 1 a I 1 1 1 1' •/ 

Ins st'pp'il nd'> th'- tawea. I'.mmy Ih'* \smd'0\ fos f( >r 
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‘ No, I d')n't want to ! 

^ Ihit 1 ’ 

I doiid. want to ! ’ r< pcatrd Ins, twnimy le r face and 
a\S)idiny tie' proff' r- d Ln.. 

' N('\aT mind Ill'll’ said 1 )< d a’' a. u . 

Eut slir f' h a', if SMiie; one had strnek le r. 

'Tell us ah(>ut tie' had hilt- <loii|a / !' ('X<daimed Mrs. 
Massinyham, lookiny une( mifi e taldr. 'And th'ii I daresay 
kind, dear Lady Cann\nye wdl plav you a pis tty tuned 

‘ But he wasn t had. ,4And I don't want a tune to-day.' 

At this moment Inina, who was \e.r\^ pailieular about hci 
children's manners, and vdth a mother's instinct had yniessed 
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that something was not (|uit<‘ as it sJkjuIiI be, got up and* 
euTiie <pii(‘kly o\'<T to Trisf 

' Wliat N it V ’ dll' aslo'd. 4 

' Xothing ! " said l)('l'»r«'S hasfilxa ^ Ii’is was going t<) 
t<H us about h<T (hyih' v/ 

'I’m afraid \s h< n tho donh' ?iis dr^pjx'd r 

manie rsd said Mi's. M:i ineliam, ahiMol \S'i^ ly. 

' I must go and s] x sal: to \ 1/ said I )< tt as g( ttinu up. 
lt<Tjaea was biiiith. llirh-d. Sh<- \^<n^ ovcr^to her 

i^d.and and Ah^^la. h'h<a 1 iltt' girl \'.a-^ ^iiil 111 ftis^oans, 
aiK 1*^1 1 h 1 »1 iT h< t 1 1 1 \' ha I id . \\ . 1 \ < ry e; 1 T' full', and 1 1 1 1 ' ' n tX" 

arranging liis thief. Iiaiu I rune t'> aii''''lh it down on eaeh 
side tlie p:i rl ft i 4 .e * • 

' W hv, li* 1 u \ 1 d' a 1 e: to voiir hair, d’lr o V ' said D* Jores. 

' Isn’t she sal i^li-d wil h lie' a\^ you w<ar it V ’ 

She tre'd to sfxah ga il\a h a Idiuinoiirrd elgLlhng 

int<aiati'ai ; but, d- gal.' te udf, lie iisaiy wliieh Sir 'J’heo- 
^dore had beeir 111 1 pi* a .ai 1 1 1 \ a\safS' in tie' niot(»r erej)t 
a e a i n 1 n t > h < ■ r • \a a e ^ . \ a ' I a 1 1 1 r 1 1 < d ^ h < r lead, I o < il a 1 1 at 

Dota’es, then abrupthe turiesl le r le'ad av\ay. She l.Magaii 
to writle' 111 Sir Tie ' 'd« as ',, arm 

' I wants 'a.t do\Mi ! ’ sh-' \shiU)' re<l t" him, ntafdng a 

Iraee, 


He ]ait le-r down ;^t oies', and sler immediat' ly ran over 
to fter ne Sle'r and Iru. * ^ 

' \\'hat was tlie doiiiw to y..ur hair^'' 1 )(il<»res s;fid. 
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^vislled Iwr far away from him, and ^oni thoo' he was wdth. 

'Vi’s alwaaj.^s *up to siauething with L re'le dheo,’ said 
little Theo’s w'eak and gentle voi(/ f»^>m the chaise lon^iw. 
‘ She can’t leave •Une]e Theo aloi^e. She is naughty.’ 

' Is she ^ ’ said Dolores. 
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H.r voior WHS almost chi>krd in h^r throat. She sat down 
quickly by the boy. lie, at least, still tr(‘ated her as a 
fri|md. She texjk his thin hand in hers, tryiny to feel ver^" 
tender, lloev she hat'd that aiinphi' el f< (liny about her 
heart ! llov, she elr<‘ad<‘d eshat slie wu" beeoininy at that 
moneait ! 

' Is she* ? ’ sir* rrp< at''d, elcariny her throat with a faint 
littt* seeind whieh told Sir 'kti' Milore iiotlnny. 

1 doiid ne ao r< ally nauyhl} like' bad people/ littd dheo 
ex[»lam<'d, amIIi a p<'('uliar iiarv^ t^* of manner that seemed o 
spriny from IiE'^ stah' of hs-aUh, ' who do awful 1 hinyw' >s‘>u 
know*. 1 oiilv nwaii that ^Is' <lo(‘s yo fo]’ 1 nele Theo the* 
wh< )le time/ 

Sir dkieddoie* yot u[) and vsent affer \d, pulliny at his 
pisinted beard wifh a liaiid lhat l<M)k''d lieTboiis Dok.ues 
saw t]iat h'.‘ did not widi to h< ir \'>b;ii li^* did nr>t wish her 
to hear, lint he was too subtle .^i^p lit It; d'he(n and the 
bov W(.‘nt on, in hw deheat'; voi(‘r, telhiiy 1 ioiois.'S ab<.)Ut the-. 
llO of Il'T hu sbaiid in this familv wle n she* svas a\ av. She 
had se''n soniethine of tie* faiiiil}' hf'', ''esm t'M_) mueh, wdieii 
sh(.' liad stay' d ayainst h'.*r \m11 al I'rsseati. Ibit she now' 
realised that e\s;n wls'li le* h:id plaV' d in the htlle yardeli 
bef( ue the ikwulh »n w ilh t It.' eluldi'en, lei' In whan d hsd li ;Ve*r 
been reallv iiatui'al, had ne\cr (juit'' abaiidoie d himself 
to the spirit that liad eaptur''d tie m so easily, So thorouynUu 
Her })r( seiiee had east a shadow. 

Soon ledna came oes^r and inl'‘rru|ded the talk of her son. 

' Th' o/ she sahl, ‘ y“U‘ IiiUst y< ► to bed.' 

‘ (Jli, must 1 y O mum>, d') let iii'* stay a httie Ipuyer ! 

‘Yes, dee Edna,' said Dolores, with an almost anxious 
eariiewne'ss. It liad (‘'me' to llm,, tliet ste; f'lt as if the 
renioeal to are 'tier room of httt d'heo \eould lea\a; her 
without a friend. J^'or the moment .de‘f<ayot M'w. Mas- 
sinyham, sh'- thouyht only (d the children, their mother 
and her husband. 

Edna Deiizil loolo d doubtful. 

' Do, Edna — for ije* !*' 

Sir Theodore came up.^ 

^ Now', Theo, old boy^^-bedtime ! ’ he said, in his deep 
voice, bending dow'n to take the child up. ^ 

‘ But, Theodore,’ said lydores. ‘ We want 1 
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‘ What is it ? ’ said h<.r husband, s^aightening up. 

‘ Dolores wants Then to stay up a little longer/ said Edna. 

‘But you said lo your iiiother just n«jw that he#lia^i 
already been up too long/ 

I asked that Uj niiglil stay/^.aid ])ol(»rt“S. * 

' But ho niustnd/ -a]d Sir d’le - yloro. 

‘But, Jhlna, wsrf’oiri you g(H[ig (o ;illo\v#hini to?’ saicj 
])ol(,)res, in a vui<‘o that was alniosl agitalod lu its pressing 
eagerness. * 

K ^ Well, I c^'jnd I'cs'iliy think I ouglit to/ I' p li'jd^vjfui, but 
\vi :)b\u< »us ht*^italr ei. 

‘ ^y d<‘ar Itoloros/ .^tid Mr 'riio(Ml<a<e without any 
hesitati<dn, ' a niTilh'T, anifonly a n^olh'T, ean judg^‘ in siieh 
matters, anfl Edna snid it w.i^ tmi<' for Tle o t(.> gs) t(j bed. 
You rnii^t nol^ int- rff i’.* in tli< Lindnoss of \'our heart, or you 
will do rnisehi' f \vhiel .\v<^ ifnflif all . and no (_»nr more 

than you. Cretee dii< o ! 

And he took tlu^ ehild up with lo\ mg .strengdli aiaj earriod 
him off fo lied.* 

When he returned Drioreb was saving goodd.iye to Mrs. 
Massinghani, who was stroking lei' lisnd and begging her 
s(.)on to retu*'n. 

bring us a whiff of the gr<.at world, my deiir,’ 
Mrs. Massiiieliam wi*s sa\ung, ' and that is good for us, W’e 
live quite buried. k)f <‘ourse it IS V rv niee/ she hastily 
added, fearing t(.» hjirt her daughWa's fe( ^ngs, ‘and very 

healthy, cbiit still w'e U'.ed \'>akiny up now and then. And 

> • • # ^ 

you are sw brilliant.’ , 

Shi' JpoKed at Dolores with a soH of large and materna] 
Eulmiration. ^ 

‘ WTen your (gvss shiriA- like thy,t ssju are just like a jewel,’ 
she added^ % 

‘ M}'* dear '^Ir.^ Vi'ts'^mehant, what a llatb rer y(')U are ! ’ 
said Dolores'^ hastily iMSiding to kiss Mrs. Massinghani, and 
releashi^ her haiid^but gently. ‘ ( .( h >dd.*y(s Edna,’ she said 
in a moment, turning to Edna who \vius staiiding by the 
parapet g>f thr' hgggia. ^ 

‘ But I \vil> come with you as fa^' as the motor.’ 

‘ Indeed you mustn’t/ 

‘ Are you goin^ aEeadv, Dolor(#s ? ’ said her husband. 

‘ Yes, i must/^ 
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‘ I don’t think Pirtru \^ill hr thrrr yet. said at 

df-past six, and ' 

H|? was ahoul to tak(‘ out his sNiitrdi, when she said 
?easivrly ; 

‘ Ch)<>d-h\ss lki< o(l(ac. X'erhaps I shall srr you to- 
lorrow. Vnod-hXe, Irio ('.ood-hv<‘, liitlr Viola!’ 

She IE \\ ih' Ui two laiiLdiiny knsr.^, hut sir; did lajt heirh 
helm 

I r'salls' am <‘ontinea ^'Hid tjln^. , 

' OwW th th-' sh;ps lh<‘ii. It \s' "'(TV (J< av of you.’ 

She was y-'ies 

' I dl h' IsK'k in a im*imiil,’ Edna ''Oid. [ookiny at Sir 
Ldieodorr. 

‘Yro’ 

IT(‘ h;id ni;id'‘ a uiovriir'iil as if io W' whh Ink wife. 
Idem h'‘ loo(l shll ^nd e.'ui dh u'jiA'iohi. 

' \^k■ 'll loolc oiii to .rr ( h ' lie »h M' y"!!);: < low n 1 he lull in 
th'^ ('ampaLUia, won't w<' \ \ ? 

' \ es,' shr rrpli'sl. ' \V'>n'(' we ! ' 

And one'' nior<‘ sh'' h- yan wiMi ho! h hsnds [a sni(»oth his 
thiek hail'. 

'I’ll (“'tine to th'; t<»p of the si^ p>, 1 )olor( .skAsdna said. 
‘ I ’rn realkv' afr;hd you \m 1I hav'- h* wail for thr nioteT. It 
isn’t half-past si\.’ 

‘ rirtl’o 's a V'TV punrlllal ])MVoil. I IlUist toll Voll le')\v 
glad I am ahoiit Idlh- 'I'lie'e’ 

They hryaii to yo slowlv n|( the wah; steps, walkmy sido 
by side. 

Edna’s lesw ]<>v, an(hlh<‘ way in whadi slw had gssm- 
niCiiioratr(l it hv th'- \isit to tie' eatla dral, made la-r much 
less srU-roiicriitrah ■( h I' ss < yol'.tie. tJiaiL sh • had hrrii 111 her 
long hith rness of yrirf. Sla^ wa^ ahlo to-day to hu\'e kiiK'] 
thoughts for aiiotle r woman, rvon hy scr inorr oirarly 
than she had siner tie' (h ath of h'raie'is Eow' thi .mjthei 
w'onian might be affoetrd l>v the a[>parrnllv trivial iiv lienti 
of life. 

‘Thank vou, Dohsres,\she said (piitr warmly. 'I die 

wish so mueh that your dmrr thought for old The(-) 

‘ Old Theo ! ’ said Disi^jrls sharj^ly. 

‘ Little Theo ’ 

• Oh, yesk 



THE 1 RTTTFUL V^NE 


:i 9 l, 

I did wish h<'^ coiild hiivr sf:LV( (i uj') Ioniser, but ’ 

Oh, was nuirh 1x1 i^r for hi in to a* > to brd. And now. 
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look'sl at h«T tt ''nl\^ a <iii;irt< 1 ax. For 

;i quarter of ai T h* - nr* 1 1 - ■ \'>^nid' r' d al - - - nt ;iloii-' in 111 -' >111 all 
[Hihlio Lsai’d'ln Th' n 1 h'‘ tim - t- >r arri\ < d. h-' ( 1- nd' d 

fho liilf ^h'‘ l^'-lnd ;irr--.s tin' \',;i-.t-‘ nr<>nnd. aiifj, iMX'ond 
aii^l al;)r)\<‘ tlir st;iti<-ii* 1^- tli- h< -n \’vith tli^ V-iwau 

and hauros slniidinq 1)\ lli-' 1 m hr' 1 1 ad- ■. ( )no vsas \'crv tall, 

and aaniii'A ildh-r-' p.'ifrhi-f win!-'. 

Tlwo h-ldniL^ Viola ! 

Dolores Ic.'iiM d h;n'k III tin nr-tor and ^lln^ li- r < \'< 

\\di<'n :'F' r< a'-lr d F;il;i/,/'- F.-irh-nin ili;it ''\riiinLX nnd 
cane' nit<i 11^' hall --f th-' ;iy:i r1 n e nt , ■ li- ’';y. a oaid K'iiil; 

on ill' 'W I i;i 1 1 -1' ■ f’lMo lli.it '.1 I xt--.-' I'> 1h<' fr'-iit diM>r. She 

|)i<.'k<d it uq, and r< aj Iji- Iiaiii' --f ( '< '.aT'' k’ar< Hi. 


CIIAPTUK XWITI 

•That niqt^l Xni'.^ .hinuna- ‘'.mi' » dm-' wdh D«-lorrs at 

riqht (►VrkMTx • J l^r •Xp- I'l. ne- d oy* sa\-v al »-n<‘- Ihatmi-^he 
would Jlavr ^‘Xpr* "VO d 1 I, Vv>niclhnia as \'yrona asiIIi Ixidy 
(dinn}^lff(‘.' At dniiH r l)t-l<)r''^ tahoil a lUc;:! dral, a as 
indeed inu(‘h more li\<‘l\ Ihxn nmal Put tli- re ^^as to the 
nurse sovietluni; unplvnsMnl ,in h^r h\ < lin- It did not 
sound or seem natural. And aiiyJlnna that she could not 
consider natural always set the IhSfv. oTiiaii oil h<T yniard, 
even made her lei l alnasst host He, unless she could trace 
it back tci some yhysical cause, she could do that then 
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^)her nursing instinct g,t once came into play, and she wai 
interested, ready to help, perhaps even pitiful, in her calm 
anej thoroiiLddy s< lf-p< >ss(‘ssed rnanucr. 

Aft' r (linreT tli'- two women went to sit in the green and 
red drawing roonn L)<»lor< s lit a cig:>srrtte. Lhe nurse 
never sm-ek'd. 'Indeed she thought sinol:ing a ‘ hlthy 
hahit,’ hut slie did iiof sa\' so. She \yas coiiifortably in- 
stall'd in an arniehair, and l)'»lores half sat, ludf lay, curled 
up (Ui u S'sfa, Wafeliiny fte- little rings (vf smoke mreinf up 
and Aisp-Tsr in tie; gn at high vooni. ILr liveliness Iv^d 
Uft her ii'ea- diiui'T was hut th'Te wars a faint tip ar in 

her usuall\' w liitr el^ wks and h'T eves w (tc ghtl ering. They 
1< »oln d, thou all 1 Nu rse ,T< [luina''’, ittn- tie . g a feaaa patient. 

' Have you e\(‘r h-'<‘n ilk Tai'ly hannvng'- ' :di'‘ asked. 

‘ No, ii'it (1 anaeroii 1\^ ill. W h\' do you asl., rumse ? 

' I ‘loud know. It ju-t ear^e in1o, my h'sad.’ 

' \hiu doiih I [link [ look :1| t<t-night ? 

‘ I d'-nd think y* ei look vour h< st.' 

' 1 )( aid I ? 

ith a hrusgue, hut gra'S'ful nu e.aauerit Dohar'S rva^ on 
li'T f( et. Sle- ero.x' il the roiai'i (juiekly and stared at her- 
self in a^ehi.s. And it s-^aiasl to h'T as if she looked at a 
had rw»nian, hut at a woman who had h^ rn fore' d to he t)ad 
against lu r \vilh alino^.t against her n; lui’e. Coming awury 
from th(.‘ miiTor sh<‘ went to the ))iauo and sat d')wn on the 
piaii' > sh" >1, 

MJh yes, do play, laidy CamiyiiLe-, ]>l' ase ! ' ‘s^ud Nurse 
Jennings, thhe earne to sit m.ar tie* ))iam>. 

' You ws)uld T< ally like it ? 

' Ind'^ (1 I sh'Cild. dh*u <lo ]>lay so wa ll/ 

‘ Somehodv refused to h'/ar me ]day toaltivd 

^ Refuse,! to lv;ir vou ! \\ h< >'W'er coiild t hat he ? ’ 

YSoni'hodv at t'raos-iti. What shall I nla\'? 

Slie struck th*- keys ])ow'erfully, lillmg the ror)i’n with 
souiul, impr* on a d f* t a m< >ment, stopj)( d at TU| )t)v. 'r v 

‘ (Jh, d'Cid stop ! ’ rxelaim'sl the nurse, drawing her chair 
closer t') the pi arm. 

‘ But I must think of something to play. That was only 
nonsense out of my ownHiead. \Vait a minute.' 

Dolores had an excellent^ inenmrv' and played much musio 
without notes. Now^ shy thought of various composers. 
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Of late she had given herself to the lytra-modem musician 
to Debi^ssy, C;yTnl Scott^ Ravel, and others. She had come 
to understand, and even to doliyht in their strange ^and 
elusive effects, tlvnr often fiale suhth ties, their intricate care 
in avoiding the oi>^ ions, their lirr-of-pea»l mannerisms, 
and their oceasir»iud toiiehes of moonliehf mystkosm. But 
now in thought sli^ rejected them t\e \v ^orks as unreah 
bloodless, tearless. And her mind went back to the gu’eat 
cla^sias. But thcA ^ s< em('d to je r t<M.) r^Rir^.t, tr>o gjoriously 
J^ie, too free from tl)^ ciuel f<wer of life and thc^ ag%')ny at 
theV^)ul of hunmn things. 

Nurse Jennings sat vi^tehing her, l)ut at this moment 
Dolores was ( ]iriW' uhs' ■]f-e^iis<'h )us. And th<‘ nurse tlmught 
that she lu^l ne\'(‘r s<<n a sadder fa<‘(‘ than lh(‘ face now 
bending 4 ‘>ver Mie k<‘ys of !h(‘ ])iano. She tri< il to think that 
tltis tragic look, uha'lg (iyileitr<»u])l( <1 h<T, nnehl be caused 
by the way the light frll on La Of ( 'annvngc, tlwn that Lady 
Cann}Uigo's fitee always lo(>k<‘d ratler sa<l siniplv because 
of her «^)lou"irig, tlw shapg of Iwr fcatui'es, the pth (jf 
darluKws in her large ev<‘s, arid tie- duskiness of laT hair. 
N'.v'ert hs'h'ss sle* continue(l 1o be troubled. ' She \s ipiite 
eliang'ol tso^iight ! ’ 1h'^ nurse siud to htTSi.lf. '?she isn’t 
hca^cltut all ! ’ * * 


At last Dolo]--‘s le^gin t(^ play. She ]»l;t\ed f()Ur preliuh^s 
of*Lh(S])in, each one, tfie nuiss^.-^ 1h<*iiyht, more sad than its 
forerunner, ^^hen sl^ie stopped. 

^ I caigt think of anvlhing to-night,’ sTie said. A\nv- 
Jhing that \s really- mmi<‘ has rdfta\s cined t‘» me to be 
able Jo^cxprt'ss more than an\' ofle iaart till to-night. But 
to-night it dosssn t seem t(> me to be able to express alivthing. 
Life is so sad,^artd the^ sadness is s( ► — sc) dis p. And the 
sadness of music Js shallow, 1 thiid^ now. Jtut there’s just 
one thkig'r knowJ;!^^i is unutterably sad, (»ut of a s\unphonv 
by Tchfiik<svsky . ( )f course one ought to ha\'e th<;^ orchestra. 

But c\\Ai on the piano ! ’ 

She began to ]>lay again, and coiitiiiiKsl for several minutes. 

Isn’t^thalj terribly sad, nurse y '^she asked, stopping. 

‘ Terril3ly-*^indeed ! ’ 

* Terribly Mid, and terribly true.’ 

She came awffy from the piano, and ttood for a ruomemt 
looking aA the I^nbach old man\ Nune Jenningi noticed 
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^at she was p'Tp' tually clfiicliiiiL,'’ and unnlt-nohing hcT 

nands. i’ 

‘ H ow I hiiir tliu^ H])art iiuTit. ! ' slu' sudd' nlv <^ri' d '.*ut, 
. c , 

tuniiri:;'' r<uiiid. 

' L;jd\^ ('aiiu viiss' ! and jti>is -o duaidiful^and splMidid ! ’ 

‘ IT'UV I I^'d<' if, Mild m1i ! h,»\v I liatu Idauu ! ’ 

‘ Sh.all ] t' ll \ MU 

Shr sat d( UA n »'w ■ 1.> llu' mir><a Smih''! liiiiL'* x\i- 

al)l'' si^riiu'd to lu 1' Im Ii;l\' Mid,/]' III V url vui wifliiu luyt 
bavifina, <‘l<uiiMui !iuA f' 'iM ail l< ( . 

' Shall I I < 11 \ • *11 ’ sh/ ‘ r> j »i , 1 1 / d. 1/ /oki iiu ini'* tlie niirsud 

fa('<‘ \s ith inf ' n kil \a , , 

' If if 's ri'hif lhat if ' .h-'iiM h<‘ t < -M 1 ' XniU'' J/jimiiiLM 
re] )1 i' ■<] w idi li ri 1 1 1 1 - ./ 

' >u (h* 1 ila ■ 1 1 1 ' ‘ , 

*I do, Lad\' ( ' ' ’ 1 ! , \ h U’ A .•y.aih’'' a h'lu- kuha' 

‘ A ladv - (ill ' 1 III a liiiiiiaii 1»< ina ' 'I’li.it A all ! ’ 

' And ' lu uiL'Ii I • " • ^ 

DmIoF'-s put li 1' li.iiid Mil llu' nniM' '■-> kiu'/a 
' I'hu tiiadi ! Imi'I if u M , iiiu/'li ' 

' \\1iy A' M) niU'-li V 

' lu <‘aiM'' a liiniiaii Ix ina lia-. ]n'i<l/a und n<r\( s, ^uk] a 
brain, and a h'^arl ■.<> nine'll lliaf <'an h/; ^^Mun'^ d. Ininikk'd, 
t'srtur/ 'Ik 

' Wkial M liu iiiatl'T La<ly ('aun'Mia' ? Ah flu' cV' niiiL: 
I Aa‘ s'uai f hat \ ( )U \\ ' T/ • lu d. at al I \ / ai r .■ I f k 

'T ani mys' lf. If 's jt l IIulI. \ <*11 \( lua/ r sr/ai nu/ 
iiiysclf fill t//-niL'ht luvrr, n''\/T ! ’ 

' I hi I ilTV if t ha f ka 

'I’ve al\\a\ss Ix'cii I »r<'t( ii'liny- -|aa I ( luhny ’ 

Sh'‘ bill’ d ml M t < a 1 a, 

Nnrs'‘ J' hiima. I > >< >1: liold id lui' handf a<iitlv, but firinlv, 
aii'l h'‘ld if. SIe' did lad ''Xjir- aii\' M]r|)ri-.'' < u UMiasTii, 
or iriakc any ' ii'k a\ / 'ur f < * st'/}) n-dor/s froii' \VM‘j»iiia* And 
h'*r luaniuT, Iut tMiadi, iiia<l<‘ If-ihu’/ s abac fri weep ou un- 
ashamed, evm ykul in du* r< la f slu' was '/btainiiii:^. She 
even leaned her lu ad ayainst tlie nuru-'s sluaikk r. At last 
her sobs ceased. She felt about fur something. 

* What it, Lady CannAmye ? ’ 

* A handkercliief/ Dolortd whimpered. 
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FT^^tp- — ii^p ! 

The fingers (.»f Doloi^s ulns' d on handkereliirf. Sl^ 

^viped h';r eyes. Sfill thu tears eaiiuu Slu" wiped hvr eyes 
again, shut tlum for a moment, ajui sat up. • 

' Vou said (»n<‘e tn nu‘d h' 'ean, in an muaem, and 

•i, . * . • 

sometimes elmken \Ntiee, ' that jf e\- le/f^ing was fair every 
woman ought t<s givun a ehat^e*' t<> ha\'e iiTie (diikl. I 
haven’t g(st a eliitd. I \\;mt to hao- a <*1*11(1 I I want tfi 
lu^ve a child ! 

II<,*r ve)iee r- ise on tlu 1,'td s(‘nleiie<‘. 
y Yes, \s ‘^ ! ^Is llial 1 1 ’ 

' ant t( • ha’vS* a eliild ! ’ 

'^danv \s((r 4 Pn tlwat arYiiiarri'd and hav-^ no children feel 
It tf:Trihl\' _^ust lil:e wui d's nrul kn(»\Nsd 

1)( )htres sk^K >1: h< r h' a* 1. 

, ^ i\d:d*as I .lo ! ' du .iid. 

' ^diss, laidy (’amiyreef ' ^ 

‘ I cand hear it rug lia\'ing a elidd. Tlu \'oimeri you 
mean \^ant a i'hild ' udy for I lu 111 .' I '.4 Ilul 1 \\ afTt ( >iu.‘ for 
myself yes, hut not onl\ Tor m\ e lf.' 

■ ' \duur Iiu-«hand ? 

' ^'es. It isn’t oiih/ lli:il I waul h. lia\' a 'Tihl. 1 need 
to hav a <^iiL Id 

A stsTU. ti\'-d. all'! alnu'st llu nurse Ih'Uiaht t' rrihle 
l'^.(>k (^‘anu into h'*r 4.iec. Sh'- '.a I slaiinv si raw lit down 
at tlu' lloor,^ 

I lu s_al to lia\ e •.'L (‘laid ! ' si a ■ f >' a I < . {• rud nu -n iiig^ her 
e\a_-s, aru 1 m a \ < a«' ■ I 1 1 , al o a 1 1 | d - < ^ fa ( al . 

1 ) ( > r 1 1 s p e a t: Ida I 1 1 a I * 

^ ^Vhy Y ’ 

1). d' u’es 1( x-dgra] U]». 

‘It doesn’t S'unul lii^'^ \<ai ’'.fi-akinLa Xe\a r mind ahout 
lady or »t [ady. j h j I ((kadi lile^ 1 o lu ar an\- w "inan sjieak 
just like thatd ♦ • 

' N(^ ? 4hit you haven’t ndd me wliva’ 

Be(‘ause it d'^suT sound to nu' natuiald 
Dol (sres was silent fra a niinut^a » 'j'l i e n she said : 

' N’ufse, elo Tou know hoW' (aid I am Y 
' Nhs, ind( ('dd 

How^ (tld slijtaild you think ? 

• Perhaps— twenty-sevend . 
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* I am thirty.’ 

‘ Young enough stillV Why .shou/dn’t you hope to have 
child vet ? There ’s no reasem against it, is there’' ’ 

Her eyes met tlir ryes of Dolores in a straight, clear look. 
‘ Only — so far as I kiiown tliat God hasn’t chosen that 
vre should have a child/ 

‘ Ah ’ ’ ^ 

. ‘ And breaus* of that — ’ Dobsrrs yausrd, looked at 

Nurse Jcnninvs, tlr n urocd a littlr nrarcr to Ikt-— hecarse 

of that^iuy husband — my husband ’ 

Yes ? Oh, wliat is it, Ladv Cannvnur ? I ean see tb.h 
you had uduch brtty r say it/ 

* He dhirsn t care fejr mr any inoi’c/ ' 

Slie lookrd d()\sn ai^an , aiid a slrov Hush ('rr^jt over her 

face, up to hrr hair, down to h< r ir'ck, wSlo\sly;t dird partl}^ 
away, lra\'inr h<T’ fai'r and iis-ck UKsttlcd with rrd. 

‘Never say that !’ <‘rc d N^]rs'■ Jennings. ‘ ()h, Ladv 
Cannynge, ne\'( r say thal ' 

‘ It ’s true. He nr\'rF \\ iH rare for me again unless I give 
him a child/ 

' Is\-ergbody must (‘ar<- f<>r y<ci/ 

‘ And d^' Vsci think 1 went my husband to car'/ for me in 
that way!’ »res ciipd, with a ti< rccin that startled 

the nurse. 

‘ You dc care ab.sut him ! ' sh'.* sai<l doLlv, 

* Yes. Tlnat ’s why f ern d/ 

There wa-s a loi g sib-ncVe 

'And that 's wliy I ha^' this apartnr nt 1 ' Dolores re- 
sumed in a \'oier that wa^ now low arnl st< ad\', an i almost 
wdthdrawM. 'And that s wliy I hate Ibene. I w'anl to 
get away. I want to get him ii\i ay. Ihit Ig* woi/t come. 
I shall never b(‘ abb’ to m ike hiiii eoine. And, do you 

know ’ Again sla/ j^ it h'‘r hand on tne nurse’s arm. 

‘ He blames me because we ha\'e ms child/ s 
' Does he say so ' 

‘ No. But he makes me f( < 1 it, e\'( ry day and all the 
time/ 

‘ That ’s how men are ! And the Holv Moiher knows it,’ 
said Nurse Jennings, speaking with e strong brogue. 

‘ If they are lil:e that tie n ’ 

‘ What is it, Lady Cannyege — my dear ? 
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‘They ouglltn’t to be surprised ai uiivLiung a woman 
does/ » 

‘ But They thniigh" always. And \Nhat ’s more they 
always wall Ijr.' 

I)<)f(>res Ix yan to (*rv aLsain, wiMiout passion, silently, 
\vith a sort of einnot <'liildlik<‘ le lpLosnrss.^ 

' Why are tley hlo- tUat ? ' sh'' nairninred. 

' B('(‘ause it ’s Xtifnrc ! It 's so nud has* g. it to be S(^,# 
TaaW Carinyngo — Tiiy (har. Now, (l.in't (.tv any more. 
\ou had to at lirsV and lUwas good y-ai shMiil(l But 

nc»\^i( ov ! ' 

Sh<^|)o*k''‘ lirnibe, alne^^t lile- oia- issninv a coinniand. 

AiRl ] )(,»lores, J:o le r o\\ ir^siir[)ris(S alnio d iiane -dKits'ly was 
able t( ) olM‘y^h(T, 

Tle \'^ ta!k<'^l «)ni< tly for a litM'* \shil(a Tlvn Nurse 
Jejinings got u]^ to go. Sli'‘ \^as standing el(ts<‘ to lie.* pCT- 
trait of tie; old man wfe it, [)uruiing tie ir eon\sTsat](.»‘n, she 
^said : . ^ 

‘ It would b<;a g<'>od Ihing, tlioiigingf ne ri had it iTought 
tiomo to Lle ni a giKxl d<';il (^h n^ i- than do/ 

^ You nieari that it lui't always our fault V ' Dr. lores. 

' And I M go far I ler than 1 hat, I.adv ('ann \ iioc’ I’rtune'd 
Nurse Jcnniings \Mth ler «*l»Lra<'( < avl e* d'ci^eai, whieh was 
free from any hint of trm|M r or \'eF n(‘'a ' I M s;iv that it 

is yist as (sftcn, ai e f p^rliaj oftcncr, lle-ir fault than oiirs. 
Bring that le^'iM' to a man aiel Aaei m.^le.' him a tt< r man 1 
But it is djjre'uh to iTing an\'t hiiig IPano to Uesm I ' 

She wsT e^idr [itU' ])li ao'd w it h l^<’r [ihraoa 

When 'Si<‘ was saving goodd)V'‘ s^e* sae.l : 

‘ >TaV I lSv,- v.m a ki .. ? ’ 


• Yes— <ln.’ , 

Wdeai tie ■ kiss w as gu *ri , Nur J'ainmgs adi 

‘ I dj>nH hl^a; th se(‘ yoii unliapp;#. If I had th<' (‘hance I 
should like to brAnf it leaiir^ to \s.iir Inwband.' 

‘ Wdiat le^ ’s ma4'" you suffi-r.' 

‘No — li'S ! ' Dolores (Ted veheT^sn I ha ' Broiaise me — 
promise 'me (*»n your honour you dl never tk ll him wdiat I ’ve 
t'sld you to-night.’ 

And Nms^e Jepnings promise(d, sincerely intending to keep 
that com^^act, , 



398 


THE ERUITFUL VINE 


When she hael gone Dolores walked restle .siv alajut the 
room for some rninfitcs. Twice’ ‘^she stop](';el Vicfore the 
portrait of tic ulel man and studd lodkiiia' inte his eyes. 
Th'en, as if to soiiir mt iital cl'‘(;]si(»n, sIh; sat dovsii 

at lirr vvntin ■ .,^ 1^,1 (^vnH'l'vlv ur<>tc tli<' f< 'llowint^r nott- : 

‘ Ja I A//’ ' 1‘. ARIIERIKI, 

H ds / Zr y 

I am so L'lad yoii am hatd: m llomr*. ('otiir and s-a^ mr 
to-morro\v at lur. ll is i < I'l'i I >1 '/ dull. T ddid kii'O./ vvliat 

\ I 

to d(^‘wilii i]i\'s' If to paso the lim ■. 1 ofidi ■’ 

- I H 

/■ 

Sli<‘ paiismd and li'silat'-d f(>r soni'' mimiUs. Tlicu, 

f^o\^Ill[lp and '.smy her sli'' r* S : 

' k til y t( ► 1 )< ■ 1 )s ' ‘Iv ( a 1 1 1 1 ' ■ lala 1 K ( \ ' 

Slio ]ai1 I Ins into ;tn' kint ^jn', and dii’crlnd it to 

Cnsari at tlin Palaz/.o t'ai' lit. 


(ItMTldf XXIX 

WirnN ha f.suiid tlial h.iass h.id hfl \'ill l I )d'Xta in a' lit 
of \i(>l<nt c^Lno'i’ h' ^aid- al'afi(k'n'd 1 1 II: i ns » ' , 1 1 id r< turn'd 
to his fatln r's 'pi; 1 C-' n- ;ii- M-'ii/a. l)<-nna I roiila was still 
thcr(‘ with liiN iii'-lli'r. ^\\^ h.i-l Limovi'i h-* \m'>ii 1(1 lind lior 
there. 'hlint d\as ]»;i[ll\ \\li\' li-' E' turn' d. lii^his anacr 

S( >11 ictiiid' 's C''s.'ir<‘ sli'a.\-'<| ;l (srl.'Lin child i .Ini' so, (>1 iMonsh- 
licss, itcit aliii'-ol ' ]U;i I h' Ik ■( I ^^^th Iiio slisriyr 1 1 1 ; I c ‘1 ill [ n t V. 
Ih w.aiit-d t'l pnni h I )- -k Us o f. .r 'rdict s|is‘ li:id <li-n''. lie 
felt snr<' licit Ji' tcid ait in.lncdn.' di hlc f-a lilllcdtania 
Ursula. S'* he hniird hack to It-aina hr-nk'n Wlrai he 
rt'(Zo\aa'cd from Imlit'd t- n i] xt he 1 lad nren 1 1 \' si r* 'iipthciKyd 
his nioth'Tks ho]>' s. Sh-' wid'h^ to M'C^h hruno; ' tVssare 
socTiis inijch iiioE'- iiiclin d for tlc' iiialch now than he was 
at lirst. IL' went away to Ins unck-'s \nlla at Lk llayio, but 
hast'Uied ba(‘k. Is vi(ic[i1 1\^ T rsiilaX k>\s Inn ss and eharm are 
makincr an irnprr ssi<:>n. I h' 'cin to hav e creat hopi^s of himd 
M ontebruno passed the n/:avs on t's Princess Mancclli. 
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Little Ursuli, ton, wa's \\< ll sjLtistl.d She was inoapahle 
of any v^>lentji<>y or vi.V'Sit yrief. Her a]y)earruie(' of a 
doll was d' e. ■] >1 i v**. Enf she was a d' >11 with a 

will, ;wid sh'' liad S' t Ii-t \m 11 to u]>o]\ Cosare Cardli. 

Sho iiit( lid' ll 1 m ni^rr'a hino h<‘ did intend 

to niarr\^ h' r. Llial niail-' no ddf. r- im'm. • He a es’eat 

mati'h and that faef^ ap{ >* , 1 1. d Im li. i*(‘<.ld little sjunt. P.iit 
sh^‘ laid aiiMlh'W i-ia .Mil (mt '.'.i.liine lo niaiTV him. His 
stroRy,. da I’k, ami y’VV maMajliie- a[»|Marani‘M apje'.aled to 
her. AlttiMiiah S(‘a]e, Iv eadeM-- <d l.e/M sIim Was eifi^^^h^ of 
d< s'^'^ SliM *[' -.pT' d ('i sari- a> h'T limhaiid, and ste' wa^ 
aeiai^t Mill' 'd to li.a\M h* r \'n .le > Ln'a1iri'<l. ITan hahvlioMil 
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And did tliat fliLdit wlneh had at lirst so anyered him, 
even that, hold (jiit a promise . 

For it surely kuplied fear of him ! And the woman who 
is afraid i^ the W(aman who is iin]jiMSS( d. 
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lie emcrL^rMl at h\st from his fit of ana all the 

maseiiline spirit in him told him th\t he mustffolln^v Dolores. 

Tie* whole of his stroriL; nature was msv^ fully roused. 
That ovciiino nndrr tho tr-'llis and on thr rdporino had yi\a:ai 
the jinisliiny-toU(‘h to hiseHislrnt passior . lie had told his 
seei’ct un,d<‘r fie- trrlhs. Idit in the little harbour of the 
villa r»n Uie point, wIi'M I), .lores had l<M>la'd at him l.)V the 
liylit of the nia(<'h, lie had told h'T another seeret. Often 
h(_‘ tle'ueht (d that leet seei’el , and now he was edad he 'had 
told ^Ile del net hi'le \'e in oreat retie' nee with a wony-n, 
Slid he kie*w he hed (Fa red the er» an id, \ow 1 t'F .r(p anew 
all there was to knew. If sfr eenlinu'sl to Ik,* frionds with 
him that Would m-'an all that h'T* \Mslied. It must iiow' he 
one thiiiL'- or tie* otleT. Tie' lle/ht of I)el,.reK mielit seem 
to indi' sate h* T lilt ' nl eai . .f put 1 1 iievaii end t le i r fr.endship ; 
Ijiit \Nhen ('esar<' had ene rved f (>m,Thi'> aiW' r le* ofti'U read 
the sle- lied senh hmiv Aiel a-, he k.i.k-’d at thr* W'oi’ds 

he said te himself, ^ \f(er that iiirdit die woiildift ha\'e sent" 
it unless ’ And file hloo'l saiia'’ his ears though hjs 

li])s wei’e snniini:. ^ ^ 

Wdthoiit kmowinv it, k'd jierheps hv his star, ho came* to 
Rome arel ealk^l at Rala//,e ]k'irh<rini at the [ ^\'elioloaieal 
moment. It wa> a^ if as le* arrue.l iK fi.rc a dei.r it swnna 

o 

softlv open. 

When he rei'ei \'( (1 | 1 I' * Iiete . .f De|( .I'es 1 1 e \S as (.* ( . Jl S 0 i ( 1 1] S (Sf 
wdiat seeiii'd a strone shock in his lesai't, and his \\h'»le body 
responded to it.' llw nature hsap'd uj). Ills ssAMi felt as 
if it held within it imiiK ;dnrahle stores of eenpueriny \nyour. 
And ho sa\'/, hko a slrio^nn oiemiv at his fcfd, tie* mei who 
had been a [»r' \n wh<» had erejV alofin" und'T tlw (‘hams that 
a ws)inan had hunv about him. hd>w hr- frei* indoed, 

free to win f'>r hinio lf tie' odly thine he went( d. And that 
noto whieli he la id for so lone in his hnyi, whieh ho read 
again and aeoin, told him siiis 1\' that le' must sviii it. 

At fi\a.‘ o'eh»ek that dav he rane tie* Ijell at the doid tif the 
Caimynosss’ apartment. 

Carline> ojiein'd the dor.r, Dolores was living with a verv 
small establishment, and had no mucstro di ~casa and no 
f(X)tman. 

‘ Is the fignora at home ? ’ asked Cesare. ’ 

The boy gaz^d steadily v^ith his anxious dark eye^. 
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‘ Are YOU D»n Cesare C'urelli ? ’ he a^ked. 

: ’• 1 . 

‘ Th(^ IS at home.' 


Oiilv to mu ! Oiilv to rnu ! ’ tlu.nrrht C 


usare 



as hu laid down In^ hat and foll-t^cd (\arlino. 

Iiistinutivo Iv hr lirauud his mnsrl< s lilfu a n^an fouling 
his strength, ti stino it, n-v Umg in i4 . 

Carlino suddrnly l<>,.|a'd r<Hind. C<rar(‘ saal something* 
kinft HJid familiar > him, and Carlin^ h^gaii-tu* siiiilu. 

'Don Cesare I'arrlhd aiui'Minecd the ]»oy at th^ d^or of 
tlu^'^en and red drawing-r'som. 

Tl^e awnings and hlind^s W(T<' drawn, and tie* hig room 
wws rathkT shafl^wy.* (d -^rr sa\v Dolores a g- >• )d way (jff. 
Sli(‘ was staliding no, and at (Uiee Tie rmaved from h-T an 


impression of 'uisu a i . I'a^ti Iut tall iigms* h^otaal d<'<asi\'r 
as'she came to nu i 1 h^m^ % >nd ulu n lu* sa\\ luT face just 
for a moment lu* wa.-. s1 arl W* D look.s], hr thought, 
•straiigrly j>al<^ and lur «'\^rs s<'<anrd 1<> Iiim mt'Sisclv <lark, 
shado\s;f, mysl'Tioiis. 'I'his^u < >man w^ls not siirrhs ' ^^azrllud 


ddiere was nothing us/'/eg/e in tins far<s .If'T liand ri'turned 
his grip with a s<*Tt mT pr< -nrc that hr tliMUedit o(ld from 
a w < t 111 a n . jt was alnu>'.l hlo' th<* ])r<‘ssurr somr o^ir might 
giv , wouhl jirohahly gi'os 'vvlu n making a^isanpaet. And 
wlipn shr spoke ('c^aru ( hoiight that euen Iut voice held 
SkifiK^ dial ig' ■ in i f s 1 ( )iu's. 

^\ r tw(‘i ar<' all ;ij<>ru‘ in Ihmird^slu' said. ' Doesn't one 
d'»ikl 'su] feel m this IS M an as if u/e W( re all alona in a 
desert ]il;^rr * • 

F(#"*an instant h<‘ dul iu>1 rep|-f,, aiul m tliat instant he 
was awari^ of the <*ori iph tei m . . nf the eileiu'e vvMiin the 
palace. It almosf weutd<> ^lir le ad. 

But •voiir h^’''>lsmd ! ' lu‘ * said. ' Dud he in the 
desiTt*? ‘ ^ m 

' No, he d still at Fra-^rati. Ihit lie mav jiossihly crane 
in to Hr Conu s rnsT soinetiiiu ‘S.' 

She sjjgke in a careLess voice. C<‘sar(‘ was silent. Foi' 
a moment' — ^Jie did not rexaidly kiiotv why lu* f(‘lt almost ill 
at easf. • 


' Ho\t ’• the Little boy ? ' he asker\^ aj they iat dowm. 
What had any little boy to do with them ? lie had hai 
to c^t alout for^a conversational opening. He was suddenly 
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himsrjf. IJr leaii<‘(l forward, and Hfrfore D^dores 
vas aldr to answ'T he said : Ij 

‘ If y<nir hushaiel is yoim^r to stay on in ^rirasrati I am 
yoiny to r(‘niain liMv in Eonio. TIkto is no oi <‘ h<Te^ no 
(sne whom \\r FiKav at t asV/ Wo (‘oiild s<;;n’ 0 (E; tiiul a saf'T 
placr* for ryod m^' iii. Let mo s* o \’ou s* •iiiotiinos, and not 
here in 11 m; p;ilaoi;/ 

' Ho I h' 'iiaht of (t'lrliiio. 

' Y<;s. Why mit Y ' ■>;iid I )-t.roa 
‘ W'^v (*11(1 \s>n ni h ;i'/ fr'>m\Ahlla 1 ) l'>Wo f' 

JL; dro\v Ins ah. nr ii'.iror lo la to. Somdlniie iri Inm Kiis 
oddiioss of (loi'isnni^ porhap-., o\cil' <l him sIram'Ks almo^t 
tiTrihly. Ihit, afl'i' th.at sorncMii tho litfio harhoiif hy 
mat oli-liLdif , In- m- ant n'* lo op Im,, ,, If n, eonli'o]. so Iniy at 
ln;ist as ho Imov, . < n' t 1 a \ ( ( 1 , sh' '.m la d it. ^ W 
' I had snoh laid la ^ fl'iin dis '.00^1 ahoiil llltts Thao.' 
'Th.at a ;i ii\' ! la- on, , h 

Ills o.\ol,am:il n ni ".as aliii' • 1 lilo a l.nieli. 

' I tla sisdit I \‘v i -nld w d *aoh. 1 1 . a . k mdor.’ 

' To 1110 V 

' It w;us a sndd' n impnl .0/ 

' Do yiai yiold al'>'^;L\ -. to VMiir siahloii impulsps ? ’ 

' \o. l vomo!!il .(T I am la 't 1 1 ;ili;iii.' ^ ^ 

Sho was iMoiiiiiimt « T\ n.ii ly t ^ • m.an;i;o tho oi nn.'oi's.at ion, 
to turn it to\', aids a I ml if 1 a \'diio|i af 1 ho na 'nn nf ho hat od. 

MJh ! ' la' oxdam a I h n‘n id not Imhfh,'. ‘It'tod t.ako the 

(‘on vontioii.al vi<\v of tho [lah.ans. W'c ai'o \ ( ry miioh hkn 
othor ]Ms .plod 

' Ihit \'oii aro h.alf Eusk'di. ^hni <'and spoall' for^ the 
11 at loll.' ^ 

1 only want to sp' .ak for m\'odf.\ • ♦ 

' lliidi ! ' D'Tni', said, ifi a difforoiit \oioo. dVoii did 
that undor tla- t is Ihs at (hidomthhia. oias; and f •!’ all. You 
let me int ^ * y. mr hfo 1 la nd » 

‘Only into a p.'irt of mv life. And you vouhia\n:^ eover 

hst me into yoiir lifod 

‘ N(s,' sli(_- said, almost sloridv. 

‘ I wish — may I draw' iij) ono id tha- hlinds ? 'maid Cesare. 
‘ The sun is not very stvony mnw. It is almost eveningd 
‘ Yes. Shall we go for a walk ? ' 

‘ Oh, but ’ 
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‘ Or two, Carlino.^ 

They Went ciut. A^d ayain Ce^are woikLj,. about H't 

iisldancl. ^ 

* i^Vhy shuiiltl \vu rrr> to suu voiii sculjjr ir ^ ' hu said, [is 
they dus(‘undu(l fliu lull t()\\;irds tlie Piazza luardurini/ 

‘ I Iiku liMii* And it is an i^xtsisr to bro^md wandtT al)oiit 
that d''li(‘i<us o.ardt nd 

‘ Now I un(Utatand ! ^ 

Hu sjxtlvh' unurydiuallsn alinrat j(*\s>iislv. ^ 

'No,J»^it I rualK' likr^ to Suu tl^‘ suiilpt^^r tos),' she j^aid, ^ 

‘ I / on t think I und-Tstand ycnf to-dasn’ 

Don’t you ? Did you at ? ’ 

She stopped speaking. But h^ did^ not Jet the suiijcct 

. , • " * / • . 

‘Did I at ( aduiiahbia, you mean I A us, tnat yight I 

think I did. And you undurst<>r>d me — I dsaid Tnean at 
Cadenab]»ia — to( > wuH.' 

Slie said rKilliiny. die'y^fr>ss( <1 thu jnazza ^tiul camu into 
the \i.vSisfina. p.'opl^' \v<ib- al>out. T\s'o or three^ 

sh'upy looking mun yawnud m th(/ d<d(_>rwavs (sf thu Husurtud 
anti(iuity shops, and a \'uturan, in a long a hits* blsti^-Ssa"^ 
snorc'd ams)ns^ a whitu a'>s(_'mblagu of small plasiur statu' ttus, 
with his liuad s^sainst thu p<oi(;-^al sd thu listunftig Mureury. 

* You ssy* it IS tliu d< s- rt ! ’ hu saitl. 

\ us. ^\ u wh.'jll ('urtainl’v' n< »t nu < t,anf' ( *nt‘ \vu bt )(.h knots’ 

They wallasl (>ii in .iluiK^; till lluo' (sunu t(^ thu (ix hsk 
that stands but'-vuen ( h*^ top (d tfi<* S|*,inish steps and the 
cliureh of thu Saure (’o ur. A man \\:l^ bailing ^sn 41 lu stone 
balustradu hxiving out <»\U‘r (vornu. Th< y u-»iild oigly suu his^ 
baek, broad, with ratlud spuar<‘ shouldurs, a lead eo\ urud 
with thi<‘k hair, and urownbd v.dh a S"ft (id thrown hat. 
But ju'.t as ths\' uamu u]> to him lu* hiriu'd slowly round and 
showed l)(i(a'us tlu' fa(;u '»f lka(‘ui. SIk* was s1artl(‘,d. With 
his hon(.‘st bluu uyus li<- hxicud stuadilv ^ do Ikt faee and 
into the f[iuu of Cusana Thun, without any sabitation, he 
resumed his formur p(jsition and starubh steadily oul^ over 
Rome. 

' Do — don’t }’ou tlnnk he knew^ us ? ’ said Dol »res, as they 
w’ent on towairds the ilexes and the mossy fountain before 
the Aeaulemy of France': 

* Pm quite sure he didn’t. Pacci is such a strange 
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fo'llow. He nia|^ have been dreamin)]^ and seen us as if in his 
dream.’ ^ 

But se(.*q 113 

’ W’liy nut '| 

Of e(>urs' . Why nry ? ’ l)<>l() 5 <^s r(*h'H'd. 

She nr»d(h d and sm]lr(i at tho' man in ly^<TV, hnhlinfj a 
staff, who (>])<.iu‘d th<' Lsat'.to M thum jntn the villa.^ 

‘ Monsieur Lernux Iravuillu aujoiird'hni ? ’ she [tsked. 

' O^i, madanie ! ’ 

The gate shut heinnd tln'm. 

us go tm tf^e studio a*t once/ said D _ _ , 

had asi'^ded in silence the little hill which leads up to the 
big ani almost wilddouking garden. 

But w hy ? W^iy need w'e go tW re at all ’? There is 
nobody there. ^ ^ 

' I really wmnt to go t(» the sl^idio.’ 

If w'c do go he is surt^ t<9 coinc\vith us everv'w litre.’ 

You dt)n't kiiow' him. He is a\v orl:< r.' 

' I am your hands,’ said Cesare. 

ffe drew a little nuarcr to htr, 

" ^ I*am in yinir hands.' 

^ It IS thu last studi' > but t)iu'.' 

In the due[)*shad'' of the gr<jiit Ivm's tle^y turned doun the 
patli tt) \h(‘ 1 < and prtsuiilK' ('amu to a do( a tci whicti was 
writirai in ehalk the ' Lstoiix.’ Xuar this name was 

scrawled the tJlowing h'grnd ; ' La ^setite s'usi ainenee 

aujourddni: ot u’u tr'eus' ]H;rsTnined r-* idently by a 

modal, ' • • ^ 

Am 1 ttikiiot'k ’ ask< (t Cesare r^luetaritly. 

Idle ^sTlenee, the sohtnde we re so drlaaons tt) Ixiin, st) 
temj'dcd him, so^wsux-d him io tlu' truth, that hu hatud to 
summon a strang'T from oi ii of liniii. 

‘ FL hsp s.’iidT 

And again lu- n<fti^' d an odd (hsa non in lu r \'oiet‘ and 
niannur. IT* struek on tlf wsjodun d'»<»r with his stick. 

* V 

There was no reply. • 

' lie isn’r here,’ h*; said. 

' Please Tiw" •ag.’iin, a littk' l«M]der.’ 

He knocked again almost viohnitlv. Thi? time he heard 
gteps. The door^waas opened, and a small, gouddooking 
man, with gentle dark eyes and a black beard, stood before 
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them. He wore a lonp sculptor’s blouse, aifd was smoking a > 
pipe, and his handsVere partially covered v jith clay. When 

he saw Dolores he bowed and smiled. 

c ‘ A friend of mine, Don Cesare Cardli/ Joe said. ^ Mon- 
sieur Loroux.' ^ , 

The S(‘ijI[)tor bowid avaiii and In'r^^rcd (d saro ts> enter. 

Ihit," r/iadanjo, you wait djr a moment, please I ’ he 

said. 

(tO ( »m l)()n (d'sai’rd ^h(‘ said. 

As be W'ait m be^ar*- sa'a a iialo'd mndcl eoining away 
frse/n tlir emieh on a ])lair<>rm w'licr*' li«‘ lead V^eon nrr as 
a dying man m ag(aiy. Ih' was from thr ni<»unta.n \ illage 
♦af Antiroli, and lead tlx' pi<T(‘ing ryr- of a-wild animal. 

As h^‘ wsait ])y Cr^ass; into a rtwan to tie; b ft of the studio 
to put ein soma elothos, ho stared at him, as an animal might 
look at the [liij-lit around it m a for< st. A moment after- 
wards the senlptor let iiyD<Ta( 

He was at weak on a laiae ''.latne ()f a nede man Iving 'u 
a twa te<i attitmh' cai a betl. with an espr* ssem ‘st (saiecai- 
trated mental angnnh but also <*f a^ailc phvsieal pain on his 
face. In (sne hand, whieh lo(>h'‘d llaeeid, and as if life''w(^Te^ 
dying out (.»t it, was a hot I he se;Lr(‘< K r< lamed by the large 
nene h'ss ling as. P.v tle^ f< rt and hands ofdlie man. and 
by something in the e^.nt'nir <)f his fae.-, and tlw' arrangement 
(sf liis dis(>rdf.Ted hair, his hav p'-'.ilem m the seal*' of 
humanit}* was niade‘*manif< st to the s[m (^latoi. Nevcrthelrss 
he was hands( me, ano m his gre f aiM*! [)am the^n was sone - 
thmg of dignil\g sone'lhing ev<m of |ni:h', as d tlie S(»ul le ld 
a \artu<'‘ whieh p' rlea]*'- 1 he 1)(k1\' w;u- expiatimge A sti’one 
mesdi.rn realism was impis -.'.' (I i»n th*' '/deT' \\o]'h. 

Dol(»r(‘s, hesare, .aihl the snilglor .I'M.d li. for'- it, and 
almost imn e (1 iat( ly the n'Mh l, m a |iair of thin trousers 
and a ja(‘ket turn' d nj * to tie- <‘hin, .-nt'T'ed Mh ittlv -sn hare 
feet, sat down m a <‘orner, and ga/s'd af Vhem with his heree 
eyes full (sf rem. g* aif ss. (h sare ask<'(l for alt exf j ination 
of the suhj's’t, and th'' senl[)t<jr, spea!emg in bTeia'li, with 
a veiw" g^mtle \'oiee, said : 

It w^a-s sugg(‘sted to ms' l)y a peregraph { once r(‘ad in 
the Prtit rfinn'iiaL A man of notoT'ioll^lv (g'il eharacter, a 
wrestler at countiw' fairs, had a mistress to whom he was 
passionately attached. One night he* cam<‘ ba ‘k from a 
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visit to a \nllagr at some distance from jiis home and fotmd 
that his mistres had desorti'd him for his own brother. He 
to(jk poisfcii an . di(“(l. IR was found unelothed as he is 
tlcTe. I lia\s/ Iri'.'d 1<> s]i.»w in hn. fa<s\ (oem in his wleffc 
liody, tliat h'* has s'-^tliin liini. m of lii-. ]o\v oriein, hi'^ 

brutal Tialura, lii^ isain, am! Ins ah]- <■! <1 -pniii, lie; thine that 
can leasT svlioHy undiL^nrhslh 

' ^\ hat is that V ' said ('•' aro. 

' lj*t , m» *n dciir - Io\ rd 

• • • 

‘ You think lo\'(‘ e;iiiiiol ^•Im- uiidienihsd ! ' said •(V sare, 
wles^ina roiiiifl atel ee/iiie el lli<' hilt' man in ths 
1 )]< 'Use. ^ 

Not \\ h"ll V u ifihei i H 1 ' d , ' Y 1 un !• ( 1 I In ■ sci il 1 11 or, wi (di nnld 
lirniiess. ' 1 1^ .\\ < as i- mn.'li a ll.iiie' nr^y lle'la r it mwcr loses 
the ji<T(S' ol, ,-py 4,f lir,-/ 

( ki lh<‘ I:ist Words Ins soh-- l^.eaiii ■ oidd-silv soi loi; .iis, 

'I lllm th:it idsad seid r)o|, , m ‘ ;i i id 1 lliinl; \ oii lia\W* 
StLown it.’ 

Tln'V talk'd toeelliM' fol- eollie tlTll^'.* \b;>a\W llio fnodol 
remained in his e<»r[i' i\ imaci- iviiKevine'’ Im < >' > from tlioin 
t‘Xce|V oiiee. for a nioiiioiil . \'dioii li* o.\ ifl ly io||< d and hf a 
eiearelt's Tie- studio, m whe'h 1 h' re wa^ not a Lra<*c ( »f 
luxufx' or of eotiiforf, but in fvlimh Ih'-re \sa-.*<h'' honieditn* 
ami fan 11 liar look of \\ ork \'o II te, . d b'S 1 1 r ■ w orl.er, w ;i s (‘ool . 

Th- ♦nn'Ih I eiicss (if [ »l.i si er ml n lai I '|e w ;i , so. »| hi ne. And lie; 

yi’eal d ese rh_'d •warden <'Ufside s.ini'd 1o <'xlia|e ^n atnios- 
jihere of pea4‘e, alM I e\s*n of roll 1 am ‘e, \'v liieh peltef rated to this 
bar*' and soaerous (‘IffLinbrr and in;i'^' it almost a sam'luarv. 

\Vl^it niM 1 wi V e t o b ‘ a \'o n hyy! ' s;iid 1 )' 't -js -, at last, 

loolsine round Ira slo\'d\a ' d’o lo-.o ..n. s. If in wdrk ! • W'liat 

a eomf' 'I’t, uliat 1 Je> .mw I h,%t mud be.’ 

. SJieyotijp, 

' I ’ni,afiYid#l o sl.'Lj.^ any loiejer IfTae. It makes me too 
en\d( 'US, • sle; said. 

^ I l‘Vi^ all Those who do Hot work,’ said tin; sisiljilor \'er\" 
simply. 

As hundreds of misguided p- opl.^Yits' nil those wlio do/ 
said Dolores, losing towards tlm door. 

She nridded to tlie rnrMleb who put one bony hand to 
his jacket, held it \inder his ciiin, then got up, and bowed wnth 
a curious rAertness. 
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‘ He looks as if could make a spring ^ike a panther,’ 
said Dolores. ‘ Good-bye, Monsn^'ur Lerouil. How I en\"y 
you ! ’ '1 ' 

'^She gazed out over the garden, \vhich fr'J>m here, looked 
ali'iKzst lilo- a forrst olad“ with its gr« td trees, its tangle of 
tall M-r.'Lss and r; nk irrowth nf Ik ihai^nn 

WhnVoiiId lliiiik VrC v\rrG 111 Idanr ? ’ 
dli(' scnlpfor IbHdk'.'d at her, witli his almost tender 

siniln. 

I dndk' out hr'Tc in the L^ard* n at niplit. I am the oniy 
Trims] ( ai mure, dh*' (linsd* tr, mv c<diiirad< all are far iXWav. 

Would- he lesoitatrith then add^d, 'would ^ilot you, 

madani'o and y<»ur friieid, dine with me Vn-niodit ? ' I will 
have the takh^ ])Ut lle’le in 1h<‘ midst of the Inph o^rass. It 
will lri‘ like dininy ui lla/ d<‘]»f lis < >f a juriLde \\ Iwn tlj-^ 'darkness 
I1.H.S come. The food will lx* v tv si mj very sini[)lel‘’ 

He plaiKS'd from Holo^yy to t esare, ami he saw that the 
I'Uetty, tall woman whom he so mneh adn iir< (l’ was h' sitatint;; 
with lltr ey( s lix' <1 01 - 1 h<.^ faet* of f 1 le handsome Itatim whom 
hk’ had iirwT sen'll Ixdt trr. 

Thank \a)U, ni' msimir. We will come. It will bn a fete 
for Usd she answered, at last. 

But tie re was an od<l soiiKTumLn that was akin to a di’v- 
m.'ss in Idt voice as sho spokna 

^ At halfp ):ist oipht, wh'Ui th'- darkii'o.s is falliiipo madaliicd 
And 1 )- a )res eeli' x d : 

At half-pasb eipht wh<m tin- daikie ss is falline.’ 

Wdien the s<‘ulp(or shot In. (locr l).T'»is‘s said to Cesare : 
'I will imajt you under the <sb(lisk at tweiitv mmutes 
past r-iehtd 

But you aren’t it<'ine mov ! ’ 

' Yesd^ • ■ 

' But let US stay htae till dimier-time. Where els^ could 

wm 1 

' I must home nowa I wish to sec if my'nustvsr\d has 
cssme from Traseati.’ 

' Wdy ? ’ said Cesare/ with an alimsst brutal intonation. 

' At twenty mmutes past eiylii ! ’ Dolores rephed. 

And without another word she left lum. 

H<5 watched her going down the path in the flickerimg 
light and shade. But he did not follow her. She-'waa rous- 
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ing the brutality in him by the way s^e w^as treating him. 
Yet he only loled and de^bired her tht‘ more. He did not 
understand^herj The face that she ha<l sent for him after 
what h:^d occur|<:'d eai T.ake Conn*, mad<' him feel certain tlfat 
she not only wanted liis h^ve, l:)ut«tjiat she rneayt to accept 

it, • 

Neycrthelcss there \\as'^SMm< thiiig ;n her d<'ineafi< )ur that 
puzzl(_^d him and nlade him \ ayii''lv me :isV, something 
elusi'i^n at mrme?nts almost r* ll< nt. Slej s< emed now 
r(*ady to defy pi]bli(‘ opmi<^ft^ and ear< t ss of her Ijii^ieuid. 
Yet Vhe had fiuriied home fn see if he was in the paTaee,^ 
Why ? ^'esare long< d to kimw wleit had r< eenfly happ< ienl 
at Fiaftcati. IIe»f^ It as if aV irnne nse change had (Msairred 
in the life (»f^l)ulMres sin<*e te- had*s'<n ler on the lake. 
Perhaps^-- yle Mi^h it sefaii< d alnes't im[)ossil )!<*— she leui nr>t 
un(k‘rstood the relatinns exi^ti^g h. tw^-rn le r husband anrl 
Mrs. Denzik and ha-l just d1s<0)\^r^l tlear nature. Perhaps 
-«-or)uld sonn^ <irr;mg< neuit ha\’e Ixmi e(»me tsi between 
hus])and ^nd wife m reheard to He ir ma^'ri' d lifi* ? • 

Cesare felt that his pa- .l'm crew in uneerlamty. 

At^ eight o'(‘l'»ek he was at llie I . »p of the Spanish steps. 
While he wrait'd he ]>a(‘e(l up mel down ratle r guiekly. He 
remembererl how te* had Confem| »!at <d, had ^e^ n forced to 
conteni])late tie.- misia'v, c\'en tie- angry torture of Lisetta, 
how he had [< It a sorf o^ eont<aii[»l f<»r it, as a le althv man 
often feels —nf opponfion to his r<“asonmg faeuRy — when 
he looks at a man stricken w'lth an U'^^v disease 

Now' he fx gan to 1ia\'e a ereo|)ir‘m (‘omprehension r>f such 
inenta^ an^ phvueal torment as le^ [lad obliged Lis< tta to 
undergs). If such a fa1e as le i's shoiiM Ik- res< rved fitf him 1 
As this thoug^'it .tlaslesl tiironedi his mind it seeTm-d to 
,hinj as if aJJ tie- foya s of his natitf: v h aped up to repel it. 

And ^usp tlum fe* faw' Dolores cotmng fr<an the Via Sis- 
tina. SRe stoppod^al" tie- strert cone r by the house some- 
times filled •‘tie- tempietto, and ga\'e some money to a 
robust and cheerful onedege( <1 man. Then she came on 

slowly. Fcoare wTnt to meet her. ' 

♦ 

I have Ijceji Here a lon^f tiiVic,’ he b.aid. 

‘ Have you ? But am I late ? ’ 

' Did you % ' Co^ixre hesitated. lie did not want to 

ask a dire<Jt question. But something irresistible compelled 
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him to do so. ‘ Did you find your husband|at the palace ? ’ 
he said. 

^ II<‘ wn^ to say st)rii< H]iny -he scaretly kiirw what — 

W'ht'H Dul.if' s 'n a li\N ]y V(jje(‘. 

' Ymi (liiii't know how I am loolan^r forward t(» our eviai- 


ins 

n LAo'l 

life : 

L e 

hiid 1 

)iit of sell' 

"T ( )n(‘ yw 

ts So 

sie 

k of 

alv 

aavs doiny 

th- : 

^a ni' ‘ till I ITS. J^A' 

TV dimi'-r 111 

our 

Si >D 

'ioty 

i 0 

like (W'TT^ 

ntle 

or 

d i II n ' 

T. ( )no h 

.’■'■t s aeeiist' 'iii' d 

To 

tllo 

111' 1 

inot«ny, ( »f 

ei Mir 

S' s 

aii'l 

M‘ai'(‘fd\' ID 1 

1 IT'S it nni il 

'CIO 

( ‘sd; 

TT)oS 

fro 

fn it. d'"- 

nielli 

w 

'■ ha; 

'■ ( ''“a[ ). d. 

At’C \'(M1 0 

I;ul ? 

y' 

Ills 

ryi 

■s W(T'' faol 

h le d 

on Id r 

fa'*o. 






And 1 Im ] 

. -Ill' 

Il 

1 - Im : 

nniiu e/ h< 

' said /ID tt answ '.aang 

h'T 

'yn 

'sti' an ' 

■pt -A 

iiii 

1 hiM 1 

■yes. 






ll.av 


'The iM^iniiine of veir f ■ e.'i|>'‘. must furihrr. 

)U musi ( 1 1 ef :m<‘- ' ( \'. t .1 j r ii^ t/ 

‘ TIi'Tr arr iM' jHirap r-.. r<‘ \\ill Iw n< jiiirsU'.Ts/ 

A wan I S' 111 ' 'I will of Ih r Im .1 vi m I. If Jh oiihl ohl\' i< ]{ 
him S' Hii ' '1 h 1 1 1'/ ! Ylh r<‘ \s;is an air alni'tsl of rwdvl' '--sii^> 
al M iiif li'T till. ( \ <111110. 


' J I' 'a, ( 1 < » \ ( ill lai' 'W 1 li;tt V 

‘What (liiA, il m.ill'r if tii' r< ar-V Ihi! wc arrjiolli 
t iilhino e'*'*'at n"ii Il < . |■^'Il•."l^’ N-ii ', < -i Ifi < 1 m s iih ini' 

fo,.!' 

Tli'‘ jn el' r sniih '? d' f'Ti'nhally. Als'lih Ii< h t th' iu into 

lhf‘ oard'S!, \v!ii'‘h now 1'<-A''d m \ ■ ,0 li ' h r. a. li oa\ i; itscll 

to 1 li< ■ w arm darhiM . "f th'- n lohl . m y .1 < i loiis, ^ »li farv and 
iTiim''ns<'. ]'^ . 1 ' its cairni' s ii" ^•IlL^' r r;i .ile v'isdil'' as in 

tti<' Irdit of da\'. Ian llics l":nmimo to dams- tlrar 

r'lUii'l.. 'Jhi' ir t.]»arh. ram'- asan I Is sh;Ld<)\\s lila* liny 
mnsic.il ii'il's ''Ilf <>f 'III’' '.s. Til' ma . s < if t'a'.' . that 

cloth' '! Ill'- lT' :it 1 r< ■ s \'o'r< al'-nl arnl mol s ij 1 1< .s. Tlcf 

walks Awr<' d' - it'd. A sliidi'i m IIk' 'snin- of I Ie. yard'm, 
standmo nkai's h''\'.' d n<> hsht. ' .1 > 

And 1 h' ■ ' I in ''1 "T a n< 1 1 h- | " n aoimain w (Wf far aware in 
mountain \ all<'y.>, |"■rha[.^. ]»y saii'ly I'laco, or hy the I'anks 
of th osr^ lony I'jX'Ts of la'ano'- to avIikT tho ysalars at'f faith- 
ful. Tf')W th''V WTO far away t'>-maht ! 

' TIkto is a liyht 1 Look ! ' said J)'>lor(_s. 

They sto'jd still on the gravel and looked through the 
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' trees to the left.- ThcTe, in the midst ufftlie tall, rank grass, 
a roiii^d yeJlr)W gl<‘am| and by it a dark object which 
movrd aTid bcnt|and rose np and disapp« art d. 

‘ Oiir dinneT-tlblc ! Uaid Dt »lMr< s. ^ M()iisi(air Ler( nix ! 

Sli'‘ -rnt IcT \'< acffc I lir< niL’h tiu- . s lic k Mlionsly. 

And suddriily in the r;din and *11111'! nl^irrassed 

\\:iy rif Italiaiw, tk a tcid (,ir<' in^‘ l.a d<'nna c 

inobit'd throwiiiLn appar<'nll\, lii^ \'vlck' iiahir<_‘ into the 
light-iT' '.‘tf'trd sonc, ^uid niaki^ic a ncs^' so p()\rrrrij] as to bo 
alni ost astoiinhifig. • ^ 

' Lut what a \ ^loo voij lia\'o ! ' sanl ] wlioii lio < 

stopp'ij.^ 

' W’hv ic k V ’ said (^'bai’o. 

' And you n^\aT lokl ni'* woi saiion'^ 

‘I liardW «'\'(^r (ko Ihit to-niclit \'><-lb tins is not liko 
otla.'V nicbisd 

IIo t o( .k li' r hand in I In ken t 

o sine liofi I IS s- mo I Inna b • iiiak'' us singd 
Dot n’os^lr* 'wmiw a\' lo T lia I h ^ bill O'Sitlm 
And you clooc tlic " donna 0 m<'bi|cU ' slo- .sold. Wdiy 
as that V 

I did nrk ^tm'A at tlo- iiomoml. l>ul im (t)ubt*l wsls 

thinkino^ 'f >'• *nd 

' Y<»u think no' \ an^bl-- 

' A^ Cad'Ciabbia \s m d)(l lo*} fok< - a '/a^' \omr haioh \\ diy 
do \o ni take it a a\' t < > - n 1 o h I t W 1 0 ' ^ f oa n 10 I ( > t lT( ■ palaoc 

i(.»olav \a>u vfr-,lo'd t<* O'Cio lore. Wlom uo woi’o loTo \o.u 

• • • 

vs(^uld 10 k shiy. >u hill ro d haok t < > lo' f ‘olaoo. \<>\v 

' 1 aift 10 I'U dnny a'v^ a \ (noad f* 

AO. I hi I lo OS' oaii I tf'll \shal \o»u will d(» 

' Often We di » n4k know oiim.' 1 s ( o \ ha I \s ' • sliall do.’ 
yut tlorre are T^■(^j)t■ '.sh'» <0Lfi^inak'' (dlo rs d's as they 
Msh.’ * * 0 i 

Ills vou^e hati ('hang' d. 

Do \“(Mi think you are oio- <k i loin ? ’ a k- d Del ores. 

Love gi'xi-'S .S( nie peopt' straim'“ pto^o rsd said (’esarc. 
s\nd fr<gn others it talo s a\sav the po\s<'rs tlo y posse^ssd 
‘ Powx'rs of ro^istance, porliaps. Is that what earn mean ? 
She did n()t answer. 

‘Tell me when*you sent me that note yesterday what 
id you mein ? ’ 
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‘ Monsieur Leroiu: ! ' 

Dolores sent her voice again ii to the dar ^nesa 
, ^ Alio ! ’ \ 

' Here he is ! ’ ^ 

Their h'ol, who had put on a dark grey suit aiui a larg 
and Inu^^e black tie, cane* to meed them, beaming with a 
pleasure and (‘ordiahiy that seemed ^a.ry simjile, led them 
at onee into what h<^ (‘alt d th<‘ ' jungle/ and installed them 
at tl^e small dinii'T-table, whieh was elosely surrormaed by 
grgw tliat grew over t\\'> feet bmdi. ddie servant, a big and 
dark It^dian, imne'diatiiv placed before them ^ bowd of 
smoking vrgigabh' smip. and jenir^d red wine into their 
glass'-s. Dolores Ava^ not hungry. Sla_ would rather not 
have eaten at alb Ihit de- ('oias ab.d Iwr lack of ajjjietite 
fr^r fear of hurting te-r leol/e foldings. He was Jooply and 
openly interested in (ho food i"inutelv doserilx.'d to his 
guests what i hoy miLdit^^*.* goiO , and an lien it came took cate 
to draAN thorn into an arnplo discussion (.>f its merits bjr 
dements. 

‘ This nw (hal an 'snion to mako it sa\s»ur\a' lie wssuld s^;, 
and the talk woid<l turn ujiou onions ; or ^ th(‘y do not 
uiulersLaiid the uso of tie- eabisage in Ttah',’ and few some 
minutes eelilsagos would l)o the theme (_)f thnr dis(.‘ourso. 
And ahvays tie- (d’odlo^ daies d th ir rounds above the 
delievit'A le ads of d>o er.esoo^ aiel the clarkness Sfaemed to 
draAV ebjsor abo \ and uoimd tie,' glob-' of light that illumined 
the faces of DoloVos aled tie' tAA'(» men. 

She too]-: le r deire r i t ho talk fm a whilo, but preseidly 
M. • usiour Loroiix ;i iid d^-.ari' fell mto a diseussion hs nt Avhieh, 
( piite ‘nalurally, shr- was ablo tr. distaeb leuwelf. She listened 
at iirst, iiow aiid tle n juitting m a wmd. ' And she ledieed 
liow easibe le'r two eom j eamons had sli| pod into aeipimn'i- 
anceship. dde v boloiigod to different worhib, tho\' liad led 
lives almost ('xtraordmaril v difforont. Yrt a sort of free- 
masonry, tie; froi niwsonry of sox. now drew tliem together. 
Already they surely iiudorst<M»d <aLeh other, as €• sare Avould 
never understand her, as even ddioo, after all these years, 
did not understand her, and as, at this monVent, she wished 
no woman to understand her. 

There w^as no moon. The night, though clear and starrjy 
was dork^ Dinner w^as over. The sen^ant had" gone away 
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with the plates and the dishes, lea\ inf only some fruit and 
wine on ihe wa^ (►ffuring the sculptor a big 

cigar. * 1 

" Dolores helrJ lli< m discus-siug uiears. Buitli of them 
spoke \MtJi an animation that to h<’^' strong and 

unforced. Cesaru's < yrs wure oftun upon liur. wSliu believed 
that he was dehb'j'ati ly lea\'ing hD- in lj< t sib nee. Did. 
he thinks could lie tliink, il would op< r;Lf'- in his fa\a 3 ur ? 
WlnTt did ho think, wlial |iiu .L h< tliinl: after liei^ yote to 
fiitn ? It seonied to her 4hal as ho lallo d his \oi(‘e%_we\v 
strong<w, linner, his manner inoro aim i i;i l-oi 1 . In th*' nari’ost 
('irelt^c^amplivlit his gost\jr<‘s woro (dlrn (»nly half rovealed. 
Sh'i saw' liis muscular brow*n liaruk^NMlli I ho glow u])on it, 
looking uninfiially ali\o, tie n sliad*e,'v\\ straiigsa as a move- 
ment to<4; it r)Ut into 1lii dai'Liioss. lint tlie lieht alwavs 
shotu" in his oy< s. 4'o-uig|if s^i<; \'.as e<ins('ious of his youth, 
his stis'iigdi and Uu' gtwv < d #^,^en dio lead bo(ai when he 
fame up froiiikho lake. Sh-' lock'd at the darknes^y (jf the 
inebt, ttT(^ staio, tie.' ^oworlf*g f'»i‘nn of 1 lu; lda(‘k Iroos, the 
^ftjUnd in\ s1orioiis dmluncss <d llp' \'on-otal mn ni whose 
bosom thoy w'ois; sunk as in a soa ; a1 llu; liroilicy full of an 
anunalion tkwd \s as iiiagio.-ik^ aii'i tli:il nujl r'Tn^to fi'om 
all aeii\utios, and ^lio eoiiM omi<‘' Iv bi Ikw'o slu; W'as 

in Jloine, oiil\' a fow ininuios' wait, fimm l It- pakae- in winch 
sho^had siifT rod so miK'li, in \'vhioh stu.' as (k ^^lnoyk porhajis, 
te) siiff'-T so iiiueh iiuusa And wiltt a stroygor uc’e tkian 
shs' had e^or^feh b(^f(>ro fatalism soom-d to s\'vo(yjj Ihrongh 
ber lik(‘ a*<lark and tidal wa\o. 'Fhe night abov*; hor and 
aboiit^lior \vas like a dota'oc. l’h| ^tars \'o‘i'o dosiiotie, no 
ksngor goiillo in tluiF distant woiuk-r and b-autv. A 
breathing of s\ilkro>o fuMHi iTiv aiieu nt vardon that was like 
*’ft ^lad(“ iiT^ soiiio diiroul vonioto^aiu^ \ irgin. Sku* fidt as if 
forctes \toi'(‘ laf mg ir liaiid-^ u[)on lu/r, wire taking lur — 
w hit lierhhe y\onld, or \gould le.t Slio did lud e\’(Ti known 

sVnd shr^felt that (boari; also was doiiiinatod b\' tli-M' forces, 

® . 

though liLvJid not knoA\ it, a^ sho dul^ Iseeanso his tmupora- 
riioiit anck hiy nature, and hi^i int< llo(:'t wen' diffon nt from 
hers. She dr<^v her chair softly a little away from the table 
and back into the darkness. 

What were the\^ talking of ? Vagindy she heard names — 
Raphael, BeUini, ^lichael Angelo. The sculptor, Vr'aimed by 
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the . winr, bce^nnuii^^ <‘Xj);Lrisi\^e- Hr spoke of 

the trrtnsitiMn when arlistN, no 1< eiy^T satisiircll \vitl> tle^ effi'(‘t 
th^t th(^y C'»ul(l pisuluee ^^ith innrhle, hikI sr( j;iny tis express 
rc'Iipit >iis enx *1 e ii, 1 wMsarne pain f ^ lo i >[ Madi tnn.'l, saints,' anyels 
and II Ikanihin**. ^\ hal w < >i ild kcsarr ^Lliud: < ►{ all that? 
But h<^ S'Kiii'd iiiter<.sl <‘(h <'\<n intent. W li* ii sli<' saw Ins 
ny<ss iiiripd upon lea, 'Imw.wrr, six- ko'W \Mdl lleit Ix' did 
rml (‘ar* ■ w hat A\ a^^ sank 1 1- ■ was w il li lx r in 1 lx- nielit . llx 
wa^ eoiiie^ a\'.a^\ j.oo iith' al-x;<‘ with h< r. And for^ him 
t liat(^ vas < I X X ]ph. J x roi i \ -jh ►ka ‘ >f lx - x laisk > ( ] a ^ 1 1 xx , ( >[ hi . 
inany tak nU, and of hw lo\ o for mu x<‘, and Dolors found 
h'Tsidf listrninu \Nilh a eroat<T nd' iitix s^, six* did ii'dAeixov 
why. ir< nxxdi'Xxd 111'' n.'iiix' nf Bf»r''in,M dx Mxilxu, and 
qux)t<'d, in I'd’xnxln Ix>r' n/o'^ rxiuxixs' ; 

‘ < Ml ' <1 Ilf I, I i(yi iMo^f f ~t ImM lx 
I a ' iMi'Xii' rf ' ' 1 x 1 x 0 * ('t ro 

I ',1 s n o 1 1 Oi. - I 1 1 1 If V f I J I 

I'U Xf f nln pie p.o -Sir Mf S I X I 

' dix' (M our p' n 'X X 1 n, 1 1 r< > lias s< I it to niusied Ix' said. 
' It A\xs ikxx' at oitr r.xxs ri ki A Ma\a' 

‘ Ikit Jt 1 m I I or 111 me Ilaliand '.aid ('xoana ' \o\\ list, an 
and tf 11 nx' if r is n. .1 d 

Ih' I' aixd f.xw'.ar.l a liMlc to l)o|or.‘s and t!x‘ darkrxass, 
and. in liis liiain <‘k ar \ . xx.-. and (‘ai’' fullx' yi\ my ad thn in isie 
of tlx.' Wolds, lx“ F' O' it' .1 ; 

■ yXi.inl o 1 m M ia xd.f. ima/a. 

< 1 1 j* hi u Of t II 1 1 a\ i a 

< Mil ix»l f-^.rr Ilf to, >sa 

In M . s 1 1 a 1 1 1 1 ( » (' . ■ (■ f I n ' / / a 

I likx it V' l’v mu.'li m m\' laiixuaLX id llx' sculi.t.ua 
wdio had air* adv 1m. n m''iV.xix' Iwo ^i' . kutm.xild /nit* 
sp' ak six r. xi'',.s‘ul 0 . <■ w.x'id of x.xax.M Ik'diaii. 

■ s\nd \sxi M ’ a Ix'd (M'saro ,»f 1 tokas s. 

And you ? ’ lx 'o'Lid aeain iti .a niomi iit, f..r she had not 
answered. 

SI IS' Ixid di'awn lx r elixir s.. Ixi- kaiM. ml . » the tlai'lox ss that 
lx; e.xikl iis't see Ix F fas‘. ' dolineth', hut he sa^v her put her 
hand up to it yuiiMdy. * Then she said : 

‘1 think it ineomparably more eharminy in Italian.’ 

She paused, and then added t(.) Leroiix : 



‘ Yon knoAv h‘)W I dcliL’’hf in Fri nch, bnf this sernjs to me 

much more musienl, aiul inuoh more foal in Italian.’ 

' I wjU birjo it to y(»u|' .said C< s:Lr(‘. ' Thoro is a setting^ 

of it Hv S( true. Italian, 1 fnryct \\h'Ui/ 

Arttl he liftf'd up hi'^ p< tw orful^vorv' of a strong and ycauiy 
man, anihsany th-* Ilali:Mi \v<e-(h, : 

‘ (y tflllUr Im'I la in’, «in/Z,H 
^ lir -n hiz t II f 1 ,L'. I.l 
( 111 \ iml (--rr Imtn, -,,l 

I h t e I ij I :i#i i I n (‘ ( ■ (' ( ■ I ( ( / , :i 

Arnl t's Doli^riss? uliil<' li .f'Unil, il sn, im d that m 
yoicr Cl saro at llial iiininniit lli'C’c \n;is sniuMliiriy ini- 
y)<TaTi\e; win ell tv^is Irtila d ^ il li tie* d- ^.p' •! !<• \'v ill "f ( 1 p' niehf. 
She folt as if h'* wa^ d* aiiiii:i1 < d, Itiil a -> if le' was alo* an 
insfrnn1',jit nf^d.aniiiaf i< tn. Ifc had hni n (‘lii»,(ai by fon'to 
h'4 del not nndorslaiid to nii ^ipn a d' <‘roo of \Nliieli ho kirav 
re tthiny. I le sane t lis* \ oi--,o 1 ^ ;i n< 1 the soeMih 1 in ik ‘ with 

4,iiU('h ni(tr(^ oTiiofion. Iv. idnulK' ihn li'iio nhsinine of the 
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from the fears or the scniples connected mth to-morrow ! 
Don’t you think so, ^tousicur Lcmux ? ’ 

* I do rrtunird th<‘ sc'll])tor, in his ^pft^^voice. 

* Bat sirirr 1 a vctv yoimy stiid<‘nt in Paiys I have lived^ 
for the day always/ ' 

' I doi/t kiinwy— l)ut 1 dor/t beli';ve 1 fiave ever lived for 
the (lay / s</hl 1 )< b 

' Y(»u must / am to/ said C< sar<;. ' You could learn to. 
One may he d ad to-mormw. Cht In sd / ’ 

And ayain the terror uf d^sLtli came upijn Dolores. 


(ITAITFY XXX 

It was lafr ale 11 1 ). >!< »r< ! up t(t a-*. \:eam and ayain 
she ha^* tlenisdit, ' It ls lines I musi n*'/ Aeain and a^ain 
she had h'lt/cd nit'> ('< s fac^' and slio liail ptotpinied 
the moni<'nf of d'p.irtmv. Tie* deUant ehnns' isf a e/.i(. 4 ^ 
soundmn < l' V< n hr-»n'cht Ict al laat to <.l' <‘nmn, 

' I must t'a\‘>- (Mir juiect / sli- said. 

Sle' lodk'd r-emd, s< ais'li n ly Ih'* darkness. Sle' Iriaislied 
her finysrs liyhlK' <arr th<- h'seh i all yra ,s( S. 

^ I cannot hde vc i^ is m tie* mi»ht of Bone'/ sle; added, 
in a low \ dice, end es if .pcakney In leu 

' If only it not I ' said (A.oare. ' If 'sr/y it were 

really tie; junLd(‘ ! 

Ddk >rrs tune (1, just \\j tme‘ to s^r (S-sare ylance at the 
sculptor with a neaniny that was unnnst akahhs By a 
W'ord sle* miyht ha\'r mill^ls'd its rff-s'l. /die kie-w that, 
and just for a moinrut sle' i houyht (»f sjc akiny the wofd.’ 
But the ie;w mmat<' in h'T le art told h'V te> k'‘< p sih'iice. 

' Chi vunl esscr lu tn. ,sia : di dvmcn no e'e cc:tczza ! ’ she 
t houyht. 

And then slw thornyh; of her husband at Frasendi, Pro- 
bably at this moment le* was sittiny m the red. loyyia with 
Edna Denzih 

' I wish it were/ he said. ' I wish it w^cre really far away, 
out m the wildfl/ 
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Monsieur Leroux shrur^e^cd his small shoulders. 

I like to pr< t<'nd that it is while f am dininee but to 
know i^ n^^ heart that n4y studio is within a few yards. 
I \a?rv^ jioor-.sjiirit* dd le- said. 

His ifiild ey(* w<‘r<' sihiIiiil:, hiii -I mits tlraieht she de- 
tected in thrir smifc a tracr of irony. hdd out h'T 

han<l. 

Thmik y<»ii f(')r y<^ir /ee/u. Thi - h.i . Iwcn ttw most char- 
aet^‘ri^li(‘ (.nsminy T ha\<‘ rv< r sp. nl m Oie* foryets 

s<> many eeamineo *lhit 1 s.li.ill leas r f. uy-'t.' • • 

Ayain shr l;>rnslj' d li<'r linesia (o.<t the f:ill yrasses if 
in far* 

' Tli^nk y<»u, n^adaiu's (•y mh ]-] .\ a'.' 

Th*' t\\ei nv ii rv<Aan:^' .1 :l warm h.:4Ml eiifs ('''sar<’ sjw.ln' 

some woi^b of tJiaiiLs widi a sir. iip; sin.sTii'/ lliat * an* 1* ait Iv 
deliyht.‘d fii-> lio,l,.\.n ih-i^'/’l I., naix's a-aitr in I *11 ly ai( 0 _‘ 
was fnllv a\\alo' to tie' [;*'(•! list l|.j^ Ifsliaids '/[’at 1 1 n. [( * was 
not rnofrly ar*ai;^^sl b\' a dimi'T,^ 

^dioy l.Jt him stall. Iiii’r in tip' mid^tyif tli*' anaass* 'S-wdth 
Ins hand on tho lamp, ami a- Mr v \^all..d star.lv a\vay up 
th"^ d^rl: ]uat li ( li.al In 1 1 f li - ■ In eli a II < d I Ir ea i d* n 1 >* asaid 

thn stndi.is tlr s.l'-, tlir y. lielit tr;L\.l a\'. :l\' 1.. tjio Irft 

and (lisa pp' ar.* Tl r n 1 1 r \' I r^i i . 1 a d' >■ -r si nit^d* .a a \ . ha 

Cssmrd st 1 M M 1 still. Ih' di’.av a d''|> la. alli airl loihsd at 

rtol.^'.s. h.L. 1 st oj?p> #j b' a. I' ‘ hi 1 1 1, a In io,U n i* . ‘1 la n i* mlha 

JJotli r»f 1 1 r a 1 1 Ua. I p^ i 1 1. 1 p ^ b^ . ai mas si . fl i n 1 1 r a r ^1. ) w pro- 
yr»^ss throimlj fhs d.ml/bv that s. am. 1,^ o be li ans hto' a last 
woTi 1 S' n t a H ( P 1 1 r ! II ^ n tie' n i idit b\' 1 h - • smi 1 [ >0 .r. 

•‘Did yoi^rs'ir how ]].■ shut I liat ’ swel (^■sa^e. ‘ I 

am sms* Tr- is yoiny tr> sp- nd I Ir ■ in elA ui tie ■ si i idiod > 

‘ Ikit ’ 

‘ Til. r<' is an infl'sr ro. an w Ir r.- nr >.1. 1 ws nt t.> dr.ms. I 

rlear't think** \sai sTiw it. Id . Tabh' J Ir'O' \s a s..f,i there, 

• • • 

somethin^ that he (afli^sl.cp lan lie has mad.; us free (sf the 
garden.’ 

‘ The j-ftan at the must be waitiny for us.’ 

L(d hiii'^wait. \\ hedi wa\^ shall \'v^‘ yo ? ’ 

Dol.as s Aalt^aD)!], and tookHho path to the riedit, Isut she 
went slowly. Fesare could not sis* Ir r fm*.' (T arly now, 
and perha[)S she knew it, and folt Ir rsidf saf.mrorn observ^a- 
tion. For iher face was set and almost rigid, and in her 
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fijreh^ ad th( rc two derp lin^s. The ;L;entIeness, the 

wistfulu' rli:ir;irteristi(‘ of her had dieapp' ared. There 
rose to th^‘ eurf;i('r tin; In ■](_■( n n 'ssHliat lies, p^ ]'li;vf)s far deovn, 
ifi (^\'<'r\ ev.'Ltur*- that knows l\o\v to :ii*d to suffer. 

In mI fn‘<‘ tin y oannu^o tin' S'4itary studio, that was like 
a litib; lioiiv in tin' nml.^l <4 a \No(Kk llsio sar-; ste^pped. 
Ik; eaueht 111*' liand of |)()l(>r( s. ^ 

' Voii el'' fiol eoine houn' yet. I slh'ill in*t let you yo yet/ 
in' sank ♦ 

]INis\ords (‘.'inn' to tn r tlii'orrj-h a i/'oT) krcailiiuLU and his 
Iniad \Na^ hot afnl hard ujMni In-rs. 

' h’ou aro iiol t.. yl.iv with un-/ In- said. ' I am not yoiny 
to allow 1 liat . \ ' M 1 w IS >1 ( • 1 ' a 1 1 n '. ^ < ni • i '.fa '<1 nn* 1 1 ► eoine 

to VMii, afl' r llial nieul on 1lw l;ila . m wasiti; that ofta'ii 

V'SU lone' d to 1 m k:i<'L < m tin - l;i L- •. 1 ha \ ; 'ot tin' I ‘tk’ r. I 

shall alwam /''[> it. h’' niClu,i' w . \'dn'ii \<ai \\rot<' it, ^\liat 
it iinaiit . I la' <ajly nn'Vnjie H ’'‘'•nld k-ar to nn' aftsT what 
lia]'|>'n<d at (onn*. ^olkar< me one (,f tin- woumn who 
tliink tin s' ''''in t ;d kadly anv man ju^t la naiui; In; loves 
tli'ni, 'riioe' ai' ni<an wdnn-n with liatUul natmas— 
cii II (J ! II rs - -cuiiii i I !( s . ^ ou aj'<' not 111 .,' t hak Lr)\a_k- U\a' 

lik< ■ nail'' eai iiiot I ><■ t r< a I • 1 .o k_\ a woman li k< ■ you. That 
is in ipo^, akl w. A ml you 1 mo v that a-, 'a. < II a'^ 1 < lo.' 

All tin' tilin' In' wa'> sp'akmv hm liaml \\as o])<'niny and 
(Toanu shai-yly mi In r-. 11m woisk- mail' Jiim exuted, 

sent tlii'oueh liini a In'al that wa- alnlo'^l 'of anver. And 
t hm a 11 V' r ]'oUo < I \s 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 In i n a 1 1 tin :’i rr< wemea Meat was part 
of tin' m \'. immln H m[ y\ hnli had eaii d h 1 1 il 1 o krs'a k w 1 1 1 1 
Pimiei os Ma 1 lei hi. 

h ni i hiiik. in' sani, aiid iio\\ h- cIom (| hm hand an<l 
pr- s.^ad hm . t ill hn h ll |*ainTthat 1\‘. 1 1 a Ilow 1 1 ly.alf t o be 
])la\^'d with by an\ ^Aoubm Inesy.Wfi' nnieh I hms; Inr. I 
kinsw t h' 'I'e a ' ort ofm e. a w hieli w ill 'unl: t o m hun liliation, 
will <;ndure aii\ t hm v - n> n d<*v \\iflUi'om it"^ luasti'ie I 
despise sueli lo\a . J hat*' sindi lole. I will "never slnaw^ it. 
No, I have not mad< ■ ni\ -* If fra< ' for t k J 1 No, ins ! ' 

' And I V ' sin thmmht. ' Shall I huniiliate myself beeaiise 
of rnv lo\'e ? Shall 1 cro p* to tin; fart kf my husband to 
bey, to fawn feu’ lim lo\ (; ? 

And her heart eelmed Cesart'ks last alnonk bitter exelama- 
tiwn. 
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‘ Come/ he exclaimed. 

In front of little house was a stone bench, with a hie;li 
woodey. f^ice behind it. I At eaeh rnd of tho beiieli, on a 
jtone pedestal, an antiijue bust coldlv rooard' d tli'* nii^it. 
Fr<.nn fibove a^nuantu' it x tror s^-ijt d<eAn a proto(*ti\e dark- 
ness. Cesaro dro\'v* 1 )MlMr( s t** tlii. ;l( ui^h a*n inipera(:iv(_^ 
[oiss' that was almost Itf'giah A i id x'di- 1 1 li' ■ did o# h seeinsd 
to Imr as if tho ol). Kuril's eto,.sl around lie ifi liks' shutting 
d« »or^, and as if 1 ho sil- no. ■ 1 1 1 1 h - ■ ais a h isar. 1< n 1 *< (saius* iia ire 
witensi* lioa\a' r, iPk's -itn#'' in a s< (‘i* ! plae.' wlylie r iin 
oils' Could ovsC p^noh'al's ^Ihaim S' one d lo witlidraw an 
irnnion.'s^ distaneo. Sle; no taiam- leel any sotualmn of 
boina^m Renee • 

' 1 told you soiiellima of my lif^d C' -aro said, jiiso^iny 
hor hand dowy aL'emn lim kiioc. ' I OFl you whet I lea\o 
su[fs‘rod. To br's'ilv awav 1 Jpad lo (‘.aepior iiienv 1 hums, 
e\'on ^^hat s.ano le.ro m*l>mio wo^M o.ill p. rha|o m\' oei^r 
(^f honour. Ah 1 kul how fah..^all I he I trediljoni^! dhem 
was I’esayy no honmir m lie' .pe fe-y. I had to U' free. 
E\ory man has rmhU. J I..Vh nine' e( le .k Ihil" I del not 

tak'^ thorn for iiolhma. I del ih.l lalo I le m b<.'(.‘eus(‘ I 

w an tod to oo III I . » a n - ■ w mi • im. I ). md \ . - u o, (sand you 
f<'o| hoW' a m.ln i mu ' t b.s ati . r sie'h e h ^ [ ha\ <■ liad, 

siiol* a fhmo as [ he\ .• (h .n.' 1 ail oand \ . .ii eend \e ei ^oi; V 

]l-dor< saeb i‘* a i v l.e,-. \ .e.‘o. 

' I ke_^ 1)0(14 unhappy, heh.ei l\ ntdiapps in^lo\od ho 
C( > 11 1 iiiuo) 1 r^ipe i ly . I e, an I I ( > b. ■ h ;T p p's m i A le 1 \e_e i 
— you waiit t^) bo h;5^ipy. 1 1 \s I le- onl\ I hue; in w he'h I le is' 
Is is'a^ Ici^j'iie f.e- n. \'de» ai'o f.eiiea \'de» ean f('' l I 
ha\ o le M 'll'.' I )Ut yi ai ' ^ * 

' Vdjii he\o l)(»nna I radah ’ ssel l).Tn'os. 

Slie did Hot Ifnow wh’.' le- 'i^el il. ddio w.»rd^ ele otn d 
(hwere’s outleiiytas a don.'le- ..f o..Ll ele s'lvs a rnnno 

llame. Th' I'o was ik*. . dde n le' seel ; 

‘ That is t we And r-ei ha\ o \e air In i bend ! 

In the semaid sil<ji('o siemotlnno iiee\od in I ho ti\ ': ab()vc 
thoin. 

'^^hat'*s that*? ’ said Hotfre's. 

The leap of her nerves showod fa r le r bodilv crmiditiop. 
For an instant sl](' had thrilled with^ear. In that instant 
bnisquely f^he had moved nearer to Cesare. 
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' A bird,’ he answered, putting one arm beliind her. 

‘ Of Cdurse.’ 

She tried to Liueh. 

■V 

* \\\‘ shall wakr all the ijardun up,’ she added. ' We 
to Blit s(uii''t hiiiL' ju th<’ toiadi of his Unn hihdc her 

^vi.^h to btay. \'/jv it told Iht that lu re slu‘ \vas wantod, slud 
was lovei^, and, strana* ly, iiiy.^t saaonslv, but p< averfulh', 
it told hof sora<‘lhin^ lu the darhiuas she seoineal to 

see th(‘ eves of LrtiluM'h's ohl man reyaislmv her stsuLddy. 

‘ Would y(»u yive my life into tiie hands Of Donna Ursula 
^C'esai d ^ said. * 

Ills \a iK'f wa-^ lov rf. 

'If you would you ar<‘ moTb;. (uaiel than, T. Ftar t oulv 
^^aId to tala; y'O.i av'vajf fisan some tiiie v luj ehses ned love 
VoU.' 

‘ 1 1 1 idi 1 ’ slu ■ \‘v hi y »' r< d ■,! tj; r| .1 w 

' lu • do' s iM >1 t ) \ (■ \'4^>m' h'’ ) pea ted inlbxibly. * Who 

does TM d tos i\\ ho\-, \i e/c o 1 . ' 

SuOl'Tily Ins arm ol,.s. d lirmlv altout h'T, vilh yji almost 
hard li'Se. nr ,s, h< I- ;in' d do\Mi and l:iss<-d lu ]\ and k< pt hi^ 
lipr I •!'< ‘ o d ( .11 lu I's. 

'Ideal is lue.\ [ [..\<' ytoi. Ih:i 1 is hoW \ I* ear w.in' 

DoI'O’rs sah \'rry siilh Sl'-. m:id<‘ m. isOpi.nstv Slu* 
Miff' Id (1 Itv hia. It f"M lu r miieh, far mofr thai'i any 
Vurdseoiild havet'ild h' r, h'e.\('\,n' triir, and^O'dan v-’ith 
hos',r\'er yveat a sine.e py. And as sle' sat (jUbtr si ill, almost 
like one pel I ilitid, \\ as ashinv lu r If a wain apd ayaiii ; 

Shall I neerpi \[ v Shall I tal.r it Y Shall Ini-e it ? ’ 

dde; I'liiotc SMiil (.f lu' r \'oi . 'Iralanv, and slu hat. d its 
wtud', yhiiM'^t as one laMu airabir' mivl hate' a treaeherv. 
But it \Mes me.a e, el liable. And (Vsare tiM.t; awav Ills lijdS 
and l:iso ( 1 le r as'.'i 1 m w 

1 kiu'W I ^h'dild make y< >u lo\a‘ rne ai last ! * I knew' 

should make \ . .11 k »\ me ! 

There was i n h v \ oaa ‘ a son nd of i Fumph t haWwas without 
offriuan br.eaiisr it was \'du dbr naturab rnanhn and strisny. 

All that 1 did 1 <lid etr \aiu, 10110 brr..re V' »u cafed in the 
lenst for me. Du.l yeui e\am kxu.w, did \a_>ii suspeet then — ■ 
all (hat tinu^ ayo — s'diy I ms drel to be free ? 1 don't beheve 

you did. I knew I sluuild have to wait.,_ I v us ready to 
wait* I — I ’ve been patient I ' 



THE FRLTTFHL VINE 


421 

Dolores drew away from his arm. I^lt sense of treachery 
was increasing as Cc'sarc’s sincerity Isiseame more apparent 
to her^,astie ojiriH.J his Ilf art simply, uith<.ut self-rrinscious- 
pess or fear. Sho knew that he b( ho\-o(i in the woman ^he 
essentfallv and tliat ho did«i^»t nndorstand, or siisjopct, 
tho woiiiaii she had In tsanm. Jiut hail sho^a ( n vat lx eoru'* 
tliat \\(pman ? Now :4i* hoLeiii t" sli'iip^al'- ayaiflst the iti- 
e\oral)l(? ehanyo in^ lior.o' 1 sho lo \fv to be what 

I'osa^o thouyhl tliat sId^ was. 

^ ' 1 (Tidnd — hav'on't sai4 1 (‘;ir< d for }sai. I Ik*-? ne\ayr 
said itd sho Hiiirnmrod. 

Ayaii ^semo1 hiny m»»\'od in IId trom ab(>\o Ui' m. 'J'hcro 
\sas ^ pre)l( aiyoiUni'ol Ls T[io liii\ <iark shadow cf a bird in 
lliydlt passed^ b' ■t\N of-n tlam and ll^- ^.1al's. far off ji 

Is ll <‘hmiod in^SiHii'.- di .kanl plaoc b' |(»w lli' iii. 

nordnd say it. AN# \'dial 1 ^^a^. whal I did that 
iiieht (jii boriKa yon wrolt^ and a^o d mo to (sano to \(an 
^^>11 eamo hoi'^' with ni'- fo-iiiwTil . 'Tlial is oiioiedi. If \a)ii 
\\or<' anyth' r woman, ams ollni' v\on|an - ' ho tas^m dff. 

That i o f noi]_di ’ ' ho -aid a-i^a m. 

'iNis triumph lliat llo\>,d <ail of failli almost horrified 
1 )< A »res. 

1 )ond Is \ o in ni' ' ' sh* -.aid. 
lfut*ayain.t In r \'-ilk Idt \oir. plad'C K'P O'lioi. ja., 
ima'li sho^/,tanl < <1 t«rr<*l on oaii'llniiLa Sli'- had riot tlio 
eoiiray'' !(* I hfow awav oioli a sa'oal a i ft , to fall b:»A info tho 
\'oi(i ( .f la r h f' '• . \ I id ' ’ o ( d lo I ia( 1 n< • idi s \ i I 1 k' ' of I a r ('oiirayt' 

t') t)o (.Ictyi'iniia d ®md I 111 hi* ss m (\il, lo tala' what \Nas 

orferod t oe>4 lo r \'v 1 1 h s 1 li . 1 1 n os > s ( > t laa 1 ■ la' n 1 1 al 1 1 I lar o s( in lo- 
tinny. l*orlia]»s sho wmild 1 ia\ o^ .m i n iiiioia d up tjio lirsf 
coiiniyo bill for I h; t lioiiahl J la'iI ha< 1 aeia w < ( I at hor mind sei 
lony, and thal dead isas r.i'd a tuwv ami a tonabli* stroiadli 
fi'iim tlio •(oiyh of ^(t'saro s arm, •'f his lyo, Slio daissd 
m-itli rJ:o o(i mto Tito ro<.ni, nor dais d sho 1(» shut tla^ dor»r 
aial roinain fnd '.r lo. 

• c 

sVnd she yed up f.mn tho woeidon beiioh s]o\sl\^ and trernl)- 
Imy. 

Don't yo ^^)U must n d'ye* ! 
bosare sat still and soi/ad hor luyid, \\ith the gesture 
suroly of a mast'a’- To-niyhl for tho iirst time she realised 
completely wlaat she huel let lenase in lum. Lung ago 
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she had mystrriously known that he miyht have an 
influence on la a lif(e But she had not known what an in- 
fluence she inicflt have upon hi^ Perhaps hi r/iy^orance 
ha<^t been owiny to the fa(‘t that sho had not cared tg 
know. ^ , ‘ 

' Wlyv ^.ll< 'uld y* ai y< ► 

If sli^' <^.i]ld ha\ o ywa-n him fhe trno r^-asoii ! 

Me t U'. w;lH: a litll'o 1 (tai’t know that bird ruoviny 
uljout has iieuh' me f' ' l ]■' .ll<:ss. I (ain't sit still li'TO in the^ 
dark.’« < ^ 

1 [C y( »t U] ). 

' W'a'e \ < 111 rrall\' start h * I ? 

^ Vrs; 

' Ih'iyht- Ii'sh it li 111'; b<-.i(h' \s *ii ! 

^ I b'^ h. T aa.; 

lIo\N' straiiy \\<>m<'n arc ! ^ h-.' s;iid, ahii'i-t \vith a bisyish- 
ness. ^ < 

1 list i I let 1 \ I ly shs- lead f^eiiid jil'.l lie' t(» (‘leek his 

passi( Kii w il le inl s/ < -m i 1 1 lw h 1 1 b< rat < I \' to is it. She* had 

I'leuh' hiiii f' ' 1 pisa<cli\c. had put le i'clf almost in the 
plaec of a child. ' " 

^ If I P‘niild 1 m- al'/.ax . 1m ndc v.ai ’ If 1 oould alv ays 
protect yell ! h le- said, adci ina'' le r '-'h'lie hiel thintnny 
of 1 j sM f I a Mai e M 1 1 1 . 
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po^^siblr wiUi eMl.,r.-s. Tii-iv w as ‘V.oiie't hing Cajo Seiisitisw 
in her to endure I hat, 

' If I Could tak'‘ yoiflaway ! ’ h'* addsab almost in a tone 
of dospair. 

And ayain Dolores pais almost horrife d by the sinpdieity 
wdth which he assumed from lier rwa-nt aeti<sns that her loye 
was akin to his. She walked towards the j^reat open space, 
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the more formal garden, that strctcdiestiuay from the arcade 
of tlie Academy <4 Frain'c. 

‘ Din’t *fet US Inlk lliink of iinpr.ssibilities ! ’ ^he 
raid. ^ . 

' llCTr^arc’vFUl 4;, ,ili!^r 7 

*■ I (kju't kii'»\v. I to iTht away the ^rccs fh»r a 

UKdlll^ '111 d 

' ]')Ul why ? AimT W(' ni.av ]ii< ( f L! r<*iivd 
\*oy b^yd y<dU miia' 1 i(‘ wif- ska p the 

?tu<]in/ 

' Ihd ITiaV iTot. • Ih lii:i\' fIiiiIil'-'' Ills Iriilid. If ll<‘‘ dors llF^ 

« 

iJiUst this \\ay lo his r<MHii in Ih^' 

' Wli.al tlors it^^iatl* r if \fr iiircl hiiii ? Ih_' kiiow^ wr are 
walking ahie^t in fin* yard'ai.' 

' IL iS'in h^“ kn< av 7 ’ * 

Aftrr a sliedit pan v 1 ). .lorts ; 

' I sa^^ \'oii l<»id: al liini jii Ij" yoii said a<iiM]d)\'e lo 
Ikind * ^ 

He th#ULdit tlr ro v.as is s- ( 1 1 i^i 1 1- in^lr'i' \oir^r ;ind Ik' f(‘lt 
a'7 ii^ suddenly' ' Ir- li’\ane f" < lud-' Iiini. shr re- 

ninliH'd in thr yaihl' ii \Nilh him al lliio Imijr. Slio did rast 
turn lowa]'d> jh< eal<‘. 'I’la llahan in liini 1"ld liinilhat laT 
(.‘ombi'-d must Tn<'an one thiife and <ai'' altm<', and 1 hat Iil* 
Was a fitol, and less ^haii a man, not lo aal hi'iilalkr uprai 
Ins •know ]^‘d L*' I hi I IIf- lamli hmai^ in Imn wlmpsrcd 
soinrl hina, olo.^ And tli< ria A of 1 h^ t\^o \ ( ass srut doul>t 
and roiifun'^^ i t lir< iimli Inm. 
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Jenninys. In that moment she hnIv<ol Crsare and the nurse 
together in her mind. Thej'^ storni together for certain 
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things, imabashr<], nlniost tinril^ly frank, clothed in natural- ^ 
ness. 

‘ Perha])s you ennnot r(\-Llr-.'- wllat it h.^vs cost rrxed^hc said. 

‘ y<'ars it is Ina' that I was liko a man in prison. But 
at least I \v:es not alour uli< r<s And I jvas 1 >vr(l there, too 
rriueh loved, p^^rvoitod hy love. Evst sinov tlieii, since 
I broke awey, 1 bo Inod ^s nirn of my ago ds»ikt live and 
I ’ve boen 1' ciely k ai< ]y.’ 

ITo ■|)anse(l. Then lie r< ]M-:Lt< d, witl) e\n(h‘ntlv /n1')\ving 
excitonk nt, arni an aeisnit that v as aliiesst savage : 

' i ba‘ beefi l(»ni l\v >u 've made me ios<n waste, throw 

away like a lot of rubbi h nionlhs of mxdvoulh. ^We ean't 
get ans'fhiiev h;iek Olio*' it \s V'^ne. 1 nil -.'and it \s tho only 
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what sho was in his life. With nn almost frightful swiftness 
she eoiiijiared heiself m reletioii to Cesare with herself in re- 
lation to h<T lmsl)an<le tlie woman wanted, angrily, (wwn wnth 
rage, desired, tie' woman unwanted, neglected, put gently, 
persisteiitlv aside, very often perhaps forgotten. And she 

\' 
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had no anger for Cesare. But sla^ Iiad^ome fear. Till now 
she had riwkt fully realised ^\liat CV'sare was. And she feared 
her ow^i lovelcssie ss. ir(‘r leairstv awok^s, was; crueh tii^t- 
ihg wiKli ktiiyiMys ,sh<‘ would not a\ou. And liis hot rcek- 
Ifssnrss w<tke ni h* f so] no thing ros[ToiiM\o, thafwas not lov e 
but that was ecsniu'etf 1 \\ it h |o\'r ; a dosirc^to l)ejia])[)\^ for 
a inrtineiit at all eo^s, to fora<‘t for a nione yt at all costs, 
to loa‘ h' rs'df in IIk' st<ani, to lot lo\«/ b< at upon Ik r wilh all 
liis wiiitls ;tnd his Insliinp i^ins^ ])l;i\' about h'T with^ill his 
liyhtnines, tiiu KT <‘ars with lii> lliiin<kas unrosi notod. ^ 

Iri that jnoiiK nt sho kiiovv wli\' k;()(m 1 wonioii somotirnos^ 
yifkk^aii^ ai'o (.seidomnod# ^Ik' f' II a^ if, b\' a ^oaieh- 
liedit. she sa\'. (hsw*n to tlio lM»ff(aii of tuiiiian naturi.s 

Aetiiiy^ whollv <ai nnpulso vIk' dr< hor hand viok nlh^ 
from k'es^r'-'s. But dirootl\' '^k- wa-. fr< o sho eonio n< aror 
"to him, sho [ >ut hot li hor li^flds ( ai li n shou ld< m. and lonk' d 
into his fac< ■. 

B( -ero/ sho s:ii(h ' I und* i-^.l ;i m I. I und-rsf.'in^l all. 

1 )iU y< *11 \s A H‘cii t o< ) hoii< - t V. 1 1 li n K , i* I h i n f, 
shi\'i‘rod a lit 1 1- . 

‘ Too ho] K 'st ho s; I 1 d . 

ITo stood jfmfoolly still, a|nKol hk' a b( -y^ lo(*kfny into 

h< r ^Lr“^. 

\ os, yosT 
' !viiy'?e ^ 

I dn not w ( ath if.’ 

ZU t o ! Jir ( \-cl; : y I K'd . 

And he i^ovod. Itul sho pis .sc# Ik r liends d(»wn ou his 
stioiilAas. And ho rmiK mb- ri d ^le^ stran_K‘ yi’i)) (jf her 
hand whon Ik* h;id o..nio IiiIm Mk' ('.vilisdil of 1 ho yroa\ room 
in Bala/./,o BarUnhi. Souk' f'cys- I h:d Ik- did not undor- 
"Uiind was hiddon mi Ikt sidliK s^f ' 

No, tio, I dn Hot# Aoi'l h il . 1 oiiahl n f t* ► have aska d \'oi i 

to corno. I ^.uyhlibt t<^ha\s‘ wi'itt' ii that I lonyod to Ihk 
baek < dr i ho kiko.’ ^ 

llo loid^^'d straight into Ik r (ws-s aad said : 

CJii / w ' s'^t licit k ci(L Ih th)i!ian no r'c catc^Zd ! 

d<ai [ire thintfiny of t«;)-inorrow , 1 oan soc it in y^ air oyes. 
And yet you said only to-nieht that tlf^ m[Ln or woman who 
avoids happiness from the foaas or the scruples eormected 
with to-moiTQW' fool.' 
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‘ Yes, lm( -if I aifi thiiikini; ef to-ine.rrow not fur myself / 
but f< ir viiu I ’ , 

i 

^ .stranLfc l^ok had rn]i\r into lua nyas, a look tt^juhkxl 
sincFritx' that went riyhi into lii', la art. Ha (jauLdit l^ar fac^ 

batwiaai his hands. ^ J > 

' () DoImT' ! ''da- w lnsp(i'< (I. ' Ilow I ^^ant y( »u ! llow 

I want \s(U ! ' 

And sudd' lily tears rnsh'sl inl(a his ayos, t'.ars horn out 
of hi'c. ^ 

‘ How' I walk \'ou — w ant V"U !■ 1)< » voii f* ■<:} it ? l)ov«*ii 

V'lltt’ 

Itis haiid-^ on la r (‘la < ks wi re lairniny. She fcltdi sA’ana*'' 
seiisai loll, as if {'< -are \s < ro < r\‘'i Inna and '"si a* wu’c iiothiny. 

' Akai ha\a- hlolty-d diil e\( r\h.Ml\', (\er\llihia/ li-' went 
on, alwa\'s whisyrina, and w^lh I la' t<ars slifi diiirma in his 
ayes. ' ir^w is it ? ][o\\ (;*an il ho V Jfew can -an ‘h power** 

b(_‘ ? ]'Aayr\M li 1 na a'>ia‘-*nu; \a>u! It \ harihlo, |;ut [ 

w oiht i " ' \ our ' la'. ' ‘ ne\or' 1 )' ahl t hii ik i1 . 1 A'e loaiaik, 

I \a_‘ suff' i’ed. I kn ;'L man laeaa tla' I'oal tlnna. I'd ralla u 
kill niyakf and ha\ e done wilh it Ilian he luakT (waai y<f^:r 

feet. W’hat are \',c aeina h > < k » Whal are \s o ooi ny to (jo ? 
XoW' \a»fi ,N(‘e hoW it e ! halt \aai alwa\e klawa ' 

^ \o ! ’ she fu' athod. ’ 

' You kia w ! k'oii knew ! Sia-li a IhiiiL' nan^t la; hid'kai. 
Aiak I al\va\as n a a n t y eij h . k i a e.s . ' N ^ 

' \ot tifl to-niLdit — n^»t i'e;ill\^ ! 

' And ' tTie w 111 p)'-riny v < ace ne;i rly dad ayva|\a ' I'Aam 

t( )-niadil la >1 r'salU' - \a ( .1 , , 
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As she st()()(l free of Ccsara’ she was awau;e (>f a woft noisfj 
in the warm and scented niyhl. It eana‘ froirt the fountain 
that j)lays in the opeiF- space la forc the Academy of France. 
Again a bell chimed in the distance belows " It wuis answwred 
by other bells. Rome was tlj(-re. speaking in the night, 
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callincj from tower to towor, while f<1untain whispered to 
fountain ihroiiph all th*' ^naudous eitv. Tlvse sounds sud- 
denlv— she did not know w hv — hrounht her luisleind before 
t)(sl(»r(>^, not fis an aeeusiiiLU biif a an indiffi rent linur<e 
inte nt oirtseiift thlflo whiah h;a ]1 *11., I III him the ol)s< rvant 

far-ultv. He seeinrd to be standing ekor To h' r^and to Ije 

• • 

p(,no. 

Sl^'‘ shuddered and \'o'nt oiil from th<‘ tr< < s bi fore Cesarc 
/^ould pr-'^cait law.* lb' f<'y<e,\< d la r, alnio-T \\ith a^sprinp. 

' It 's tria.y It '.s trie- Ir- aaid, <‘oniino up with Iwr. 
Sle' ste)^d still ;ieain. I)( \«ei(l 1h'- ilaidni- (,[ tha tree,? 
sha f It ?^‘ss btst^in 1 Ija (b-jra (if .iiiolle r. lliouedi still it wns 
\aTV dark. .hitble-saw tiT'' slar^, and faint fovni> of ]»ahn- 
tra(‘S stalidlfm baa]: IhIiiimI eraat le'dL''''S of box; shr“ had 
liisire seTls(_‘ (»f pijs^ibla fra(d«>'^n 

' Whv did Voii nio\a‘ Y ’ JT<' said, aim o' I si < iiil \ . 

' Idia fountain. f liaard il^ ^nd lie' b<ll>! I fait — I 
f''ali'>ad sudd'Sih' that wa ar*' in Ihaiea I -- 1 doikt ^k no wH 
I raalis<‘d lb ana.' 

^ WI lat arc ws_' to do V \\ill>..iill ir. .w a\ (Tvi hiiia u]) aud 
eoinr‘ away with iiia V Will >oin Dolol-rs ' 

' Hush - I ' ^ 

.H^ia* Tno\ ( d aeaim and \'o nt to lie' tarvaaf' that axtaiids 
akaiy tlu' nnhfdiamk' i^l of th<' palaei' O. a leahe-tiaab' fi'oin 
W'hiah tlW' dynes and tow.i’s of b‘oi«a ai'a Nisibk' I'Milunit 
towards St. ]b t< r's. liy tha balu^lrada s^e- stopjn d, and 
tiirnad. 

^ ' du>t i^yw/ ' ha -.sab ' \'>le n 1 l#ard th-- fountain and the 

ta IE *1 srained a^ if 1 ^-a^^ oaie.' oi^'lii av nia.' 

■ S< ane < aie ! Whom?' 

' M hiisl »aiid I * 

' W hatVii ' ' \ on sa \ 11 le ? 

He furie ( 1 111 I !#;• I 'di. 1 1 pi \' a 1 el s 1 al’ad into | ha (k a I'k. 

EVjld if ;^>u had o l>"o ! ' le' -.aid, loiikme aa.ain into 
h' r e\s's, ' hasn't ha^ t you s' a him for yaars witli Dsiizil? 

Hasn't li^‘ takan \ oil to b'rao'ati in ^rd<r that mai mialit see 
him wailf haft there Ifa arr;ina( s his life to suit Mrs. Danzih 

H wiiuld afraii^;'- x'diir lif,'. Inn, In muI Ivt. All Ri>me 

ki iows it. He IS her lo\mr, of eoiirsr'/ Hr lia-. b< en her bsver 

« 

fur yaai s..' 

By the sound^if his \'oiccfDolores knew that he believed 
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himself to be dk-TcK^ expressing a truth pr-ibably long agti 
in her pr>ssrssion. ^ , 

'^If he hrtfl M en you/ h*' h<M< d, ' p' rhaps it have 

been Ix'st. Or ar(^ ymi ufraid ? ’ 

Sh'' inadr r.n ansv rr. 

^ Tell Tie', ar<' ymi ;i[raid ? 

' Afraid of V hat ? 

' r)t your hud»ajid kiioume/ 

T dond hiio\-, vholhrr T am abs'iid or ar>t. T dond' icn<^ve 
anvthing to-muhl/ 

' AbriipMv de' d'Mrrd fo malo' liiiii uiid< i's1 ;i nd sr»rn<Ahing 
uf h'T h' lpl' ssrirs\, Iw di-' ku'W that ho kao (i’de;r 

‘ Thorr \ so iniioli that <ei'' e;iu ipacr ubdotataud. Why 
shouk] ye»u eare for lu'- ? dh»u ao.uc \y know u'lo/ 

‘ I know you bettor than hf (k^( a, b.s'auao i wirot’ 

She k'H.kod down, lo inlmy her head a littka and the rmjva^- 
im iit, tile lino of her n< <'|V, To' again \Mtliin him the rag<; 
of exeitoiieail, of im])ot' n( aiiio i- aaainsl the wasicd m'^tiiths 
of whieh ho had .s[)utL' n to lime d'le y eamo, like suks'ossful 
em.anies, in pOM^o^iou boforo hi-, mind. And m his hoaO 
eui'sed thorn, 

'Dokaes, don’t kt us ask ea<'h otlnu (jU' -uons. What 
does it matl<a’ \‘diy — oi- how? \h.ulh i aid made fo/ (gies- 
ti(ans. It ’s m Veil us t o ( n )' tv. 1 o;i u d U' * on --- ’ Ills dark 

faee was suddenly d dortod. ^ \o, I (saiid e*' I 

ei »mc to the I 'lid ( d 1 1 la’ ! ’ 

Ho Iwg.ui to sprak alne»^t 1 1 ks •! e r- iil kg and a'' if to him- 
self, tu lh'‘ mind lliat uii 'eioto<Ml wliat no otlr r y m<l esaild 
fullv undoiol and. ' 

' To the end — to the end ! ’ ho ropoa!' <k alnioat furiously. 
‘From to-night all thal \s impM.uble. Why shoukl I — huw 
could any man — no ! no ! - 

llis li[)S t\\iste(l, his brows eamo do\si'-b yry his eyes. For 
an instant his faee was like a bit I er a’lask. 

‘ Feel ! ’ he ew' el aimed. 

He s^ ■ized the right kind of Dolores, and held :t ag.^inst 
his heart. 

‘ D’ you ask me to deny that any longer ? ’ ’ 

For a mr>ment her hhnd was still, and felt the beatmg that 
was his life. Then it twisted in hi5 grasp. 

* No, no, he ’s coming ! ’ 
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‘ What ? ’ 

‘ Mcmsifur Leroux ! ’ 

‘ ” 

But.evcri a'^ he sjxike lie iK’nrd a faint foutstep on the tiny 
stiinf'S c>f ‘the li'n jir';. 

‘ We must sjx'uk to him,’ Di.h'r' S .said. 

t XT - » T • * 

?S < ), IK > I ^ • 

IIu tih^htuned his L^i'as]) on licr hiirid. 

f^ut will pabs cl'jse ns/ 

' No, no ! ’ ♦ 

‘ Cesart; ! ’ sha said. 

She ancl l(M/:ud into his f:nwn At once ha lut her 

hand. 

‘ l/sreive ! rinf ' 

A sii ,-<1, I hit was aliiKot s.s]-), enTnaffMTn him, and ha 
thrnad his fa<'a a\\;iy fis»nf Ikt. A ^/i:id"',t ( iiK.rys.l slo^vly 
from tlia darloK ss. "I’hc f. m a^ill ;is |. hkI. r. 

^ ‘ M<»nsK‘ur litToux I ' call ■ <! I)<>I')LS's. ' Are v<)U nwing to 

bad?’* 

"^d'jCTe was no answ.yr, but tli<‘ shadow draiv slowlv 
iiCHrrT. 

‘ If it wrr^^ TKdt Ik is-ux ! If i1 W(T<‘ my husliand V' I)<*lr>n“S 
tfn UK^lit. IT< r nmi'l ll;ish< IsiuL (Ik‘ patty at Mi's. ]sld- 
ridy</s. rs .ir/taonl k ci ab..iit th-’ ilrh ii-iur n!(\ Im 

bar tliMiojlit^ ' If What \\ < aild 1 ' (.) 1m‘ like? What 

Wtjuld Tl K o d< ) ? ’ • 

' M-HisK‘iip Isasaix ! >b‘nsiuiir Llishlx ! ’Nlia callud, more 
sharril\' ;^nd insistui i i Iv. 

‘.tko!^ 

‘ Wk^ are Inaa l<w,kiny at Honi/’ 

Tha saiilpt < y' fsliiK' nj). • 

' V(ju •^ru to bad ? 

Y^s, matTaiiKs^ \ 

' Do Tn<‘ ^ fav(Hir. T'cna with us to the yata of the villa, 
just'td show thu alk n<lant w a ware r<aallv dininy with you, 
and that you arc pai I ly is sj ». tnsibb; if vu bas e kept him too 
late out* of \\/ll you ? 

' But with plaasnrr, rnadariKs ! ’ 

She began tr> walk rather epiiiddy a wav from the palace. 

' It i 5 . 60 lovely hare on a surnnier night. W"e could not 
resist sta^ung for a few’ miniy:e.s/ 
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Oh, what a p' )or, ‘foi ble hyp<>crite slie f<^It as she made 
those liniial r< marks, unworthy of th<" yardari, of ^Mie iiiyht, 
un\^'ortln' nf hat's of ](:)\xa (d lifa ! It was as if sla<- cbneeii- 
trat< d in a (saipl*^ of srni cihm's all the insiiie' rity a^id the 
clap-traj^ '•[ ^hf ^^orld. En<l afl' i’ that d' m ' k' ha'h Cesare 
had s' lil ^to tla'^ s(‘ulptor ! Ikil le r lif<a sh<‘ kiaav, had 
train'd li' r in eon\'( nl im 1 );i 1 iI y, and tljs' words had eorne 
' mrdia n i' ‘;i lly. ^ 

But what niu^t l.>r ihinjviny of la r ? ' ' 

At i'll'' eat(' th' \^ jiart' d from la roiix. Th'/ gate swung 
rl(iw/\^ to. Tli'- ^(■r^'ant was lilna’aUx' lipp'd aiad wished 
B()}inr niiit. Bli'W'' walln-d on t' 0 \ards the Saef^* (^'our. 

i 

And (.'''saiS' ii' \ 'T sp. A<a 

' sliall liii'l a jiaei'h a! Ih<‘ to}) of th'* sle}E, dL>jid yrai 
think ? ' i 

Sh'' sjimKc ahia *st w il h 1 iiiiiditd IT* - did n< >t an^w cr. 

' If iioi \\c had h' tt'T 1^0 (twn into th<' Iha/aa. TleU’e is 
sur'‘ to 1 "■ ( III'- I leas'. ' 

Still h'' did leil r- ply. Sle'. xNalk'd on a hllh' faster. 
Th' T' ' els ' li' • 1 i a ( ‘ I' s 1 m as • I h' ‘ Sa ' *I e ( o ‘111'. Sle ‘ le sitids'ti 
for a ni' a I e ‘li t , 1 h' ‘ii I ii n e d ai id I m -jan to d' -e* lel t le ‘ st( ‘})s. 
Ct sai’'.' f'»il'>W' d le r. 'I'll' V ('aiii'' int<> tie' Iha/./'a di Spagna. 
It Ava s d' ' rt ' ( 1 . 1 )( T a'* s < h m 1 si i i 1 f' a' a n loi n< n t , h a *khig 

to ri'jht a nd h fl , , * - ^ 

‘ Tli' n [ inn .t walk ! ' sle '-ai'l, al last. Ik d'easn t 
rnai 1 < v. Jl' \\ as . aily t he' I - ' 

Sle‘ la’''k'' ''ff. I'M. king I'twerds hini. ,lli> sU' nc' licgen 
to lM‘at iijMai li'T lik'‘ a AN“ap'ai. 'The eonij)kt'‘ A^»thdra\\ al 
( .f ill'' niaii wle' had |sair(<l f.ath his nature \\'ilh sueh 
almost it'S'kl'M-. ane< i’itv I'ait a f'ws minut' S led'a’'' k ft lejr 
in a slraieO' . in aii almost akiriiiing si.hind'er Arid sha fslt 
a sansati.ai 'if Lmill that 1r"r.k!' (l le r. 

' \\k‘ had k'ltrr g< > hA” tie; Eu'- Ma(‘'h:i rewv, I snid>r>s'‘,' 
she said. A\ith an 'df'al 1" rid h' I's. If ^ f th'.' s'msal; irai. 

As he said iiothiiiLn sh'‘ add<;d ; 

' Hadn't Ave ? 1 ladti A 'so- ? 

'Whatever An)U jheasi'h le- ali,ie>st inilttere'l. 

He did not look at her. She Avalko'd <ai Avitfi him at her 
side. And neither of Eiem s})oke till they had jjassed the 
Salone Margherita, and were in sight of th^ Avhite and 
illuminated tunnel that leads t’om the Via^ Teitoiie to the 
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Via Nazionale. TIktc, Hose tn the Srjeet HotelUFey met 
a wandering riaci’'o 

' ' Dnl(.r<'s eailed. 

Tlif' eoaelunan (lr< \v up and DmIoT' s gr.t into the fia(^rr. 

Ct\sa:f^c stniM wt Sldr ll, still lnokill4^#l' eA n. Til'll he foll()\Vc(l 

' f • 

her. 

Vou will allew 111'' s''<‘ You Ii'^iie-, of (‘<)iirs(^/ Ir* said, 

f> Tnially. 

' IKR it^tak es you (Mil of \-our \\;i\a uiid vrelk/ it i^uT 

le ecssarv.’ 

- « 

H eouldn’A h ax'e you, al llii^ h"Ur. I 'ni siiro e'oi^will^ 
iiudersta^A that. F;il;i//,o I ;;irh( run ! ' li<‘ .jid to tfio 
e< auduuaii. 

Till' liiaa^' '•rno\'ed on ;uid aeain Ik' re \\;ls sik ne''* iM tw'wai 
thsaii. \{ l.'ey^d v.ilh'Mil u ku sk till Ih'- luer.- eaiie' l'» Me- 
givat Lra("''1lia! lh''^eaMl'ii -d 1 li' F;il,i//o Dei'hM'iMi 

from \4a (Tieflr') I'outiLU'^ I'Im (■:ill <1 out, ' Poiid 

Tri\'<' in 'U ^ 

Th'' man stopp'd lie' lea'^'' '/.itli :i^i' rk. ('< t^iede-d 

li ' 'Mil i . If'' I u I 1 e ■( 1 ; I nd ( < 1 1 ' • p n • 1 1 1 1 n i . 

‘ I hit liy le 'I k' <'p 111 III,' '.,M' I 1 e .k ,r. .. 

' 1 'll \'>alk hone-. 1 pr<'f' r il ^ 

' \\k '11 t le U ' Sle ' ;i ♦ al " M 1 1 1m I p h !• . e i i 1 e 1' 1 1 . 1 1 m 1 , 
\\ hen le' sae! si ill il li f< m i 1 1, 1 1 1 1 \m 

I 'll arei'M 1 1 j M I jy \'( M 1 1 - . \ ' M] r d' " ms of <e MIIM' s ' 

The gat'- \'*as f p' ie'(|. d’li "/ t(e,',;ir(U ile' aTeadc. 

HololM's I ). 'LUIiIilIig to f(w| [11^1*1' h'd, #iol so UlUetl of 

V'-'-al''- aa (T tie- \;i"ie ; eit ciuii ^l aie-'-, lif', fak'. ;dl I liat 
^urr<s*^p( k. •tis and llial \'o' do h-.l 5 ne I'-rhand, eoi i iki 1 1: d e a i-> 
east out rullil''-.d\ k\ tk- mil i/'’.'m. Lieler tle^ areada 
1 )( )!' (rrS st' >p[M d. • . 

A\ (' <;an sa\ ^Moikmaht lea 

X< t I hiu»t t at.' '.xn Ml to \ < Mir do' 4’.' 

' I lean- my k'wn'^ 

Sh^ showed it. 

'1 have (Mil\' kt \'valk up ■tail'', and a* > in. V^ou don't 
think T sjiall ke' m urd' v ■( 1 Ih 1 w ( < a i lie' e m is l< n and m v i.loi a t 
Voil miiV hot be al'Mextill ymi ai\' saf'- m yeir apart- 
ment.' 

# 

\Vas she SCI j'jccoious in hib ''ii^lit '? Or ^'.Hs there another 
reason fhr his persistence ?_ She hesitated. But she felt 
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that he meant to jiiount the long and faintly-ht stone 
staircase with her ; she felt that even if she forbade him to 
come vith her still he we)nld e'lit#;. Ne\'erth^jke^ sl^# said, 
with a deep reluetaiice ])[Lrtly due to his almost, free/dn^ 
formality : 

' But rny huslpand mav bo at Imme. I have no reason to 
think so. ♦ Ihit hf miLdh ha\<‘ emiu' sn te> stay the iiiyhtd 

' I wish t'S ',<1(1 lie \\<;re in ! ’ (d'saro said, \\ith sudden 

\ i( tlriK sa ‘ 1 sh< »uld like to ha\'o to do \\ it Ii a n land '-»-nii,^it ! 

• * ^ 

^ Avi n’t v<su foioe ttinv me ? ’ He' said, but ^'ery gently. 

' "Idwre is a limit t(» thuigs/ h(‘ r^ plwd. ^ 

' G' »' Hl-mght.’ 

^ No.’ 

Hdut ’ 

‘ Nt e iic)/ 

TL‘ vent tsovards tlc' L'‘r''at\ony)in v '''talro;iS( ■, nnd slm was ^ 
ahiK isf (ibliw'd Im ft'llow iim. 1 It s sl<'ps I’aiio (»ii t ho stone, 

as if ho \\er(' tlio m.s'Uer rfsoluOh' a'cendmy to \\hat I'e^ 
loIlO' (l« I ' ► him. \\'< ]•( J li. \ two o< .mu, 'he W ondefed, UJ) t(_) 
a great rai is in ter lifo V N' 0 ,v do' fGl o< .n i] .|< t< ly in^tljj'' 
gras[) of e\enls. If Iwr hiid.aiid la' <‘haiHS' \', ( ]'e \Nithin sho 
folt that }]<' mud see at a glano'- all that had hap]>en<‘d 
bot\v<on li( i's(lf and (^■oare mdh'' Leaishm at \'illa >^ocJ,iei. 
She did Ii'd aruU'' tlial 1 hal a s m i p' » .1 b|e. She foil 
abs(.lut< Iv that so li wouhl be. And ' le n - le r miial stopji.al 
short th' TO, ’ 

Cosar(.‘ vail<(] and look's] r<aind. Slio jeiii'si him. An<l 
thov \\ont on \\ilh«ait a AVeid till tlea^ st'’HMl hef.Te tho dsxsr 
of tho a])ai1mont. Tle iihi'' la id (»ut Ills hand. ' 

‘ Yi >\\\ k'‘y ! ’ 

Sh'' gave tnni tlw k' V. lb' tlivusi it, roujlily sh-' thought, 
into th'' k' \ h<de turnod it.'' and ojM iied t leNloor , into the 
emj)ty hall, v hioli v. as d;wk till ( ’osai'o h t d . 

' N<3\v — g(HMl-mght,' sho said. ‘ Ainl l^fiank Vou.’ 

Wlion sh(‘ said that, vitlioiit agaiiTdioldmg oih InT.hand, 
Cesarod face oliaiig'sl. All tho fornialilf, the free/aiign un- 
natural restraint dr'>pp'(’i a\\a\^ froni him. 

' D( 'lores ! ' he said. ‘ 1 )oloroS I ’ ", 

She stood and I'f.kod at him. In opening the door he had 
steppi d inside, holding it, as if to let h<T passim But she 
was still outside on tho stone of tho landing. 
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‘ \\hat is ? ’ bhe began, and stepped. 

' Letn;y? come in I ' 

‘No. " 

L<^t ne cnnie in, just into tlm di’nwing-room where I met 
you tlie rW:he^da\> when you usf:'^d me to esune ! ’ 

‘ No, I caiTt, I mil tn't/ 

‘Do Vo 1 iindcisf iinA ^ lla\<n't*l made \'ou uinh rstand 
all that you ncein to ne’ ? 

^ ‘furyii»e mo! • l•’o^al\■(‘^ rno I And- anrl I will irviw* 
you.’ . ^ 

Lot n|e <Vmo in, onlv for a hkch' nL Just h t rno sif 
^^'ith y» eWor a ne enoih , f.ilj'. lih v< ei f* a a inouirnt. That ’s 
all. That slialf*4)r .*dl. l?''t mo do that. I proiinsi* that 

shall l.K' all.'* ^ 

1 riiwstnd • T niusl n't ! 

•She vhv|Mrol tie’ uo^Ks. Sh<‘ loolad inh* Iho hall. 
4'le n listen'd f* a' lie' s( eind of^n ai 1 1 1 a d'H .r, f( •]' tie' sound 
slojis. And si ill de fdi in Ih'' era p<»f <:\on1s, h^ I] >1' 's-s, 
d''pri\afl ( J all s< nniie' \ < Tl i 4 >n. • 

ylloloises, you ha\.' my ]»r(ains'' for lo-niadil.' 

H's mo\a'd a li(ll<' fi'oni tie* d<Ma'; le' I'mT le r liarel, Isut 
ie)W ]o.^s lid^ a lo\ er lhan Ida* a ne'in of leaioiir a^i' ine' his 
a or^l, .clinoluuv a eoinpa<J to whioh le- \sould leTl at all 

O ( I s t s . . , 

* • 

dly jij^oiiii'O. rny pronii ' ' h'' r* i^ atod. 

'Why- \\I*y- \sl at (ueild we s.a^A? \\’hat; (sati \n e ha\ e 
to say?’ 

' My prpnir^o ! ' ^ 

•'1^>fit ’^(^doud laea\--we (U'LnT hieav wle'ller— ’ 
Sud'h'iily, sle‘ ie'\( r hie'\'v how ^ Jk' was hla' ;i h at ne'\eul 
b\^ tho wind — 1^0 (h'ow le r \fitliip, and tie' door was shut. 
f They st^Kxl t' i^otlea in the t'-cil l"'Tinv into each oth' r’s 
ryes. . • 

‘ Hr Nn't 1, ero ! ’ said^ h? 'sai'o, w hispiu ing. 

Drk^rs (Ifd not answer him, 1dl him to go again. Now 
si a felt tljat anvt hiirg sle' <s »uld do w^aild 1" ii h s^ ; that tis- 

niedd a rartain ooiiiLinal eai (J e\oiifs was d< (as cd in \shi(‘h 

• • « 

slur Was , to 1^‘ in\a>l\ (al, hk(' a l)od\^ in a mass of riercely 
revoh ing rnaeliinerv. ♦ 

' Let us go int(J the drawing-ro( »m.' 

He spote aloud. Dolores jja^sed him, and went oo tfU 
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she came to the and red drawng-room* M fihe 

touched the button of the electric light, and the roop^Sprang 
interview, the eyes of Lenbaeh’s okI man met hei^ ffhey 
^ seemed to be saying, * I havr \vait<oj. I siiall not hd.\e to* 
wait rniK'h h eig<T ! ’ ' ' 

And as .sh^ str.'ylily rcturin d tho gazo oj (nr po iiaic she 
felt d;i/s d. \Ndial s<'rnnd f^r' kie »\sd<^dgr was aliee in hvr. 
And yi \ sonirthing \vas within la-r r-anly to fight d, t-> dany 
its id(‘iifitv rv< n. , o , ^ 

' I ‘ ^ •' 

Slia saf, ah iKot dropped (jown, on a sofa o[')j) wite t<j the 
pietut’r, and lo(»l:'.'d at tho llooi. Slc' le-urd C<zyirc; sit doAWi 
ehssr to h^aa 

‘ Y(air ])roniis-' ! ' shr mikI. ' 'iknir |*ron/isr ! 

' I will k* ('|) it / 

Hr did not toiirh 1 i<t, but .1^'' f. ll as it all 1 h:it \n;,'S re ally 
him was st rid.-liiiiL' mt 0. t'.iirh h'ls er:ig) h'-is iiiakr li^r 
his own. And ll' r Ini' baA‘1 \\^a^h'•at Ida -'‘a! i, or wit bin 

th'^ p.'lkinr ? ( IfM'r he li;i(| ci.tlP' fisail Id'a'^'Sltl '|uit'_- uri'sXi 

pretasiily aii'l \ ' r\ l;il , and liad l'|d in tie- jialacr 1T'‘ 
had had a rr.i on. dir' liad f-ag'^O n wh;it il was. 
might ha\''‘ h:id a r- aoai to-niLdd . Ik nii-:ht :it tlu^ iii'jni'ait 
Im' ' il li'T in Ins b' drool n, or !»<• up is sdine in ins,hbiary. < )r 

hr might I ia \ ' ■ fal k n a^l'‘op o \ . iba 1 t. w li it ■ w ail mg foi'd irr 

as on that nediL w Irn ■ Ir- r< tiivm d \ • i ’/Jal <• from 1 la* t'ridg'.* 
tniirnani' iit . Witlioig saving a woisl t't (d-^Mr'; sir' got np, 
emss' (1 t !i' ‘ I’ooMi , and s- dl 1 < »p' h' d Mi' door into t h'- Id n’arv. 

Darki l'■s^ <■( a I froii f ' ( I h' r. Sir' wail'd for a inrliwnt, th<ai 
tnrnrd on tlw light. Thp I’can was (■m[)l v. Shr tnrnrd off 
th'j light, shut Mr ikna- grnllv, and s.dlk; w< nt Iridk to thr 
sofa. And all this sh'- (h 1 wilh iiil'ntran and yrt witha 
vagurir'^s ill winrh anv is al |)urh'>sr lav snis lv drowned and 
inrrl. She or t <k »W 11. /V , ' 

‘ Ilr isn't h' r(_ ! ' said Mrsarr. 

' \Vr doiid kiiovp -dio answ'rTrd, \^ith a s'nd r>f alm'ost dull 
obstinary. ^ 

TL‘ was sil rnt for (jiiifr a Img wkiilr. * Slv' did mat hrik at 
him. Id'.'sriilbv' slu' Ix gan to wnnd'-r, but alwa\'s wpgni' ly, 
w'hy lr“ had kxr n so ll'Tw ly drt'srmin'al to enter. Prrhaps 
h'; ha'l w ishrd to lind Imi' husband tlirrr, to f'jl'Cn on a tragudy 
regardless of her reputation, her futurr. ^ She knew now' 
that, despite his usual air of v., calm, eyen of almost serene 
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self - possession, he was capable of complete reckJessness 
when driven by violent feeling. Till to-night she had not 
kno’vfn hfm. 

Dcjoies ! Mie snid at last. 

She lorjked|Lije • 

‘ Why did you ei.me in ? ' she saia. 0\1mt w;*:, the use ? 
T ^'11 might hayr r^me d me. l)i([*y(.n ^^i^Jl to luin me 
What did you A\isli ? And my Inn.h.ind nia\' hr hired 
Slae-pHt^-xl. 'JTe n s) ic ^(hh (1 : 

I lu:‘lie\sj le‘ is ti< r< d 
' That < m\ a faie'vd 

'Nr). M brli<\<' hy is.li'Te. I frrl as if he were in 
till' palaeed Sfih spolm wiileeit riii(,h(,ie sl<o\lv, alnasst 
ealrnly. 

‘ ^Vhy did y< >u e< aie' in'’ 

I eoiild not 1< a\'c vs>u IJTi' tiiat, jn tlio slrrrtd 
^ The street ! ’ 

* * I felt I must 1).‘ with you, srr \,,u - loot: at voii. t.ok at 
yi)U — a^Iil tlo lohV'']', at all^^soN. (dndt \(e] nnd'ialand? 
T-i'^etly I hn away fi>»m y<>u iio\'. d.itKueas will eorne 
(lo\\n on nio, and iio| hiriso e - - Uoidt \ ou i ii m !< i'' t e t id ? 
And I shall 4»o in <l;ii t:ii<’ -.s, ^ii. ,1 |iiiioi,,.vs, ti ai -n. -Mil, y.,u 
agaWn# 

Sho gn/wJ ai 1 linn i 1 ut 1 1 « ■■ ■, and, islnt slio ea/'sl, she 
was w'rnpp' d^ni lie' I ml li ;ind eone. n^i’al ion (»f l^i emotion 
as in a fur llirouedi wlneh no loiirlfof tlio^-old eould r\s r 
p< met ratie , ,, 

* ^Thni u^is m\' Ti ;i ,oii ! 1 thinL^li.Ll was ni\^ onlv rrnom. 

]hit if mi' liu-d )and lied n lot n ;i I i po door I h- l]o\-r J should 
ha\aj l)r(_ai glad. I (saidt li' Ip il^. l''or if ho lead met ijs 
wouldidt it ha\y gUvS'ii riio a U sd'J < ) \ < v \'oi i 
^ ' How Cj luld if •? ’ * ^ ^ 

' Tf te- liaL mo llerr I should haw'hoaten Inni. 

If we h.ed a ^uA 1 know i -Toid)l 

‘ Irtish !’ ^ 

Ai'id ff- — Tioille \\ th'Ui [ should lfti\a' t akiii \<m a^^avd 
HL nfight have believed llio truth.’ 

' The trutlf ! ’ 

She l(j(.»ked tow'ards the door b\^ wfii(‘h they hail come in. 
If came in now' — — ’ she paused, ahni»st as if exjwct- 
ing the door t*] b^^opened, ' hi^might Iwlieve it now. I ’ 
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she looked al the floor. Her face was set. And again the 
almost (lull ok^tinacy came int^) her V(»i('e. 

\T have never been untrue to niy husband.’ 

And V'»u think — — ? 

He stepp' d. An expr<;s,'.ion of strong 'astoi^ ishrlicnt came 
into his 

You dnrbt always u\nh rstand how things arc,’ she said. 

Ever sinee, in tlm Vardan tied nicdit, he had s]>^)ken of her 
husband’s fail lih omkos as if ibw ro a rnattiT ‘of eourse, 
known, sniilinedy und<.rst( .od bv all tlw wc)rld, ^'Iw had felt as 
hf her silrnec on that subj-‘(d ha<l been almost \MeLedness. 

‘ What do T nc.t uridciatand ? ’ 

ITo h'aic d towards her. 

^ ^ Tell rned 

'You don't urehTsfrind V b^sut Mr<^. Denzil tind my 
huslvand.' b 

And wliat is it that l*^ha\*; rn imi leUrstood ? ’ 

My husliand to I'ra-.eali onlv 

‘ Yes ^ 

' Only for (Iw ehildi-'an' 

Afb r a paus(^ he leaned baek, and said : 

‘ Si ? " 

And at that W'srd for th-' tinw a genuine deubt of 

her hnsliand's fai I hfnlie onf' i'(<l ieto'-llc- mind c.f I )Mlor'.'S. 
That his loN'o \\;ls ruyidly slipping from le r,^sh'‘ Im In \'erh 
That, unh'.ss the mirarh hap]M‘ie'd, "'ll'.' would lose it entnvhy 
she b( In'S'cd. Even that, I'T as( d from. In r, it g'ouM even- 
tual! v gc) to 111'- molln v at h’rast'afi she IxT^av 1. Again 
and again, whih- sln‘ ha^l les-n r<'solut' lv winning success as 
a moiiilaino, while she had beon strixing to lill In r life and 
Theo’s \vith various int< r<'st_s, sh*' h;^l loob< d forward, with 
a leaden dread, tr) the da\^ w^lnai she woiil-d have lost Then 
for ever. And slw had sr.-n him slan kng by the fruitful 
vine. But (sjuld Cesare l)e right ? ^Was it jsaable that she 
had all this time Ijecn (hav-ivocl ? \V;y it ])osslble^ No; 
even now she rejeeted (me doubt. Till Denzibs death there 
hod been nothing. Sln^ knew that as certainly as she knew 
that she was living. But sin('a' his death? '’Her la5t con- 
\wrsation wuth Mrs. "‘Massmgham recurred to her. And 
another thing recurred to her : the w'ay in which Edna 
Dcnzil and her husband had gs^ne together across the loggia 
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to bend over little Tlien ; how th^y had^sat down beside him, 
how thoyjiml tullv<'d and laueln d with liim ; the difference 
when^lieTiad yone over to littt- Idw*). ^ 

* Aiuhtle n she saw aeeain a <larkn< ss witli a jiateh of wliitc' 
ayainst itr wljicli ^le had liisl s< rii as blw die>ve doAMi tie; 
hill alone intr> the Cany)aena. ^ 

ll;id she l.H-ea hviiie iiTa foots nei^Ldi-.c ? And did ever\' 
one know it ? Sone Ihiny vilhin In i- soniv d to llaine and 
turn C'fld. Ihrt sho s;ii^ dullv, < .tsl i n: ly : 

' My husli.'oid lo\’os hlfl'* ehildro/it 
Si ? ’ U< s;u’e said, .'ly.ini. 

Sh^‘ lor^n (1 at Ito.y.L'. hiuiine bre'l; aeeiinst tie- hiyh 

sofa. d’li'as' Wins* no saiesa^on in hi-. f;ieo. Ill- Maek oyrs 
wei’e lixod nf)on Ict. In fhom sin- saw what s^'/aiiod tri hej: 
an eyprs^ysisai (sf alnesst MankH»ty, (ssnipas-^ioii with a great 
“nakod wond' r t* liind it. 

* 9 

And she wont, down ink) » groat daiknoss. Struggling 

(tilt of it W'itli a t< rrihio /'ffort shr got u|) slowly. 

' I arn s<s tirodt sin* s;nd. ♦ • 

H ^sare got Uj). 1 1 - f ( m it; hot h le-r hare Is. 

Let nir g< » now ! »u w ill t t nio go ? 

He [>r< vs'oi her harel; in sil< la'o. '1T« re ^\'a5 nd wonder 
now* 1 1 p hi s o yos. 'J le as ■ w ; i s ni 1 1 y t ho a i e ■ I hi rig ( ls( ‘. 

‘ Nr\'or, ho\(T h:i€ t^' ro 1 h . II niee w-anaii so inie'h a 
woman af. \'oii/ ho sai<[ a( last. ‘ is wh\^ I toe Ysai as 

I (t e That IS. w hv I am g' ang. 

\ o s W # 

TLt li;’-¥]^o dro(S]M (h almost liko ^ lirod ehild’s. 

Tied is wh\^ 1 shall ('one' l>;e‘I:.' • 

^ Y<es.’ 

He wsait aw’oy so qniol 1\* t li; J- sle- did lejt leear him go. 
.^‘le onlyTsiewv Mi it ho]- h;)ie». V. ro no taior hsld. And 
preseiifly she fslt ;#;tif the lo- an had grown mueh esJder. 


CHAPTER XXXI 

# 

Dolob|es .stood where she wus for n long time, but she did 
not know howjloyg. At last Slie lifted her head, and looked 
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towards the dnor l)y which Ccsare had gone out. She 
listened. A profound silonor rrionrj in the ptJaee. She 
lo(0^od nt lliT' (do('k. It was afk r Tiiidiiighl. Jiul slie not 
go to Ijed. She sat down a^ain on th'- sofa opposito fo tjirjasr- 
trait, and is niaiiicd ttcTo, lik<- oii<^ ^^aitirld. li snctia d to hnr 
as if t|]<‘ <‘y( Ilfs nf fijr nighl \\.To not i^nish' d v<.'t. And slncp 
, was iTo])o Sho odnld not iniaLOiw' tljat sho over had 

slnpt, or o\'( r would slf'cp aneain. As shn sat si ill tlioro she 
srriiind |o s' o a groat darkiioss Iv 1 he ai?l (»f a sfrr)ng \ight, 
Tlioy\ laok of lo\t* f(>r hor l>v ft saro's lovo dor hor. To- 
niglit sli'' know soni< thine; sh<' know wdiat a niaivs lovo ran 
he. Thai kii'^wlodyi' w;is a poss s'.jon fhad roukf iier^-T l)r‘ 
takon from Ir r wlnlo sjir li\(d. ll niadh hfr diffon nt, it 
ipiirkoned lifi', it ga\ o Ir r a si rang'' no\'v s''ns(‘ of va)ue. 

Darknos'^, not lnngn<'ss - wX honi her! CoWare had said 
that, arid \^ith a \'(ar<‘, oxpr<''> aai in his oyes. wliieii ha(r 
rnad(‘ hor holr '\s' it. 

1 )ank n' s.>, not Iiihl’Im ss ! 

ITow far d"\Mi sli'- had Ih'Mi into darlnwss ! Wliat a 
ternhlo offtn’t sir' had ha«l lo niala' t.. lieht Ir i' wat ri[) 
hoforo sir' \wis ahl(“ {(» -,;iw ^ T am liisd ! ' ddr n tliat ir'w^ 
ar'iiso of \;ihraw;is of hill'' ns-; lo hor? ll ought to hr as 
a W(‘ap' >n in Ir r hrnd. hail w ;r-. il ? ' ' 

In llr' docp ^al< no'^ \\hioli is ign.d, in^llr- ]):d;rs' shr Irsard 
again aiidpigsin C* '^iKo'ts ssaoc. And i( said i^nlynine Word 
- 'Si?' 1 nris^ diihty, ’ ama/' iii' III, pil>'. ]" rh;i]>s rvrii a 

faint and (‘is'cying C'Cih-inpl, all in 'wO'' 111 Mo, word, I ho 
irro.a^l ll 'lo oj.'ioiilat loll of( L nnir 1. ^ ' 

' 1 hil^ ddio" d"' 's lo \ <• d 1 M h ' <‘l 11 Idv' 'II . 1 1' ' ad' as s rht 1' lr';n 

IT' has ahva\^ Imig'd f"*''h:L\' ( '1 1 1 1 1 r< 'ii . l! is tlial. It is 
onl\' that.' ^ 

Sho foriir'd 1 ho wor(t> ^Vilh hor hp^. Tail Irr'niind w \-s 
shaking hko an nirsa't am hand. k’< sur.dpad sir )W n I It'' jrawrr 
of his natuis' to h''r that nreht, AVas powoig likoly to hr 
Iilmd, mislak'H? How friLditfnl lhaj oiio hninafi hring 
nrver can hr suro of knowing anol Ir r human hl'ing ! If 
Thro had draaivi d, hotrav* d hor, Ir »w should >hrTnow^ it ? 

Slir got lip from th'‘ s')fa. All this timr'’the tlraughts 
and frrlings that had* passrd through Ian mind and heart 
had shifted over onr immovahlr haso : the belief Uia either 
Theo had been to the palace Thile she had Ixeri away, that 
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he was in it no^v, or, if not, that la- ^fould come to it that 
night, latf^ thouahi thr hour \vas. 

No^^ sfTo inoaiit to lind out ot any rate whetli^r he ^vas 
^rutliin^tho pala('<‘. Sh<‘ went, with | tr- ‘cautioii, through the 
suitn (,)f r^cr^ta All vd r,- (t scrte-d. Tla ri sho 

st<j(:Kl l)rf<>r<‘ tla* of the iMdroiim ahit-li fi'j’ liiishHial 

n(uv o(‘cii[)ir(l wla nji.' vT pi in Ih'- '^’hr ( niptv b^d- 

roonis in the apartne nf \\(To iiMiellv' L^'pi tuA'-il. Dotaes 
tried^t handle of Ha ( loor^ J t 1 1 1 1’l i* d, :i nd t li' ■ door ya Id'nl 
to her prrssiiae. linea diaO Iv Ja* \\;ts awiiri- of tlii , faet 
si a- ( Iri '[ )p‘i( f la T 1 land . Eli'- do> »r ;i ^ im e,-. a \ i a li t tt ■^\^ a\'^ 
(jp'Ui^ lo()]a»l aj 111-; ap'S'lni's and sa'.v (lial williin 

the room tlaro \\*;is a duiile/iil. Sir- '.Io.mI atill, si ari ng at 
thi> faint ai^^^laai of Ir lii aliicli ho\',( (l li< i' tla- outliii'' ot 
a pietur<^-frainV on Ih.- juf i*. '.^aid ili'- door, and ilunk- 
"‘iHg that (’osarr had ()nl\' o-aa' a'saw 

Eli'o w as m t la ■ i'o( am Sli#f' ll air- <'f (hat. Ihit wlial 
\tas he doing And whal had h-' 1 m. n .liimg <lnn^g tlaa 
Iasi harLdaaii'? Xppar-nfU' h-’ had ^iiol la aid lh'- handle 
(if t V( ‘ do( ir t ri' a I anil I I a • < I - -or op. 1 1 . . h lor 1 1 ( > s. ai nd (same 
fiaain uithin. Sh-' pn la-d th'- do.,r aLsain. st-'pp- d just insid*^ 
tlio ]'ooiii, ai#-l again luOiad. Vial Mil. tiiy da‘*heard ;i 
soiu4( h* soft, lagulaie \<'r\' Iraiajnih Ma' -oiind of a hunia.n 
being (aalinlv broafliitai'- ip profoiind ,!< . p. 

rtad auy oy.' l»or[i \sa1(‘hing la r at iJiu niona n1 ha- \a(»uld 
ha\a- Siam arj nelv o\])ia >Na>n of ai‘u>' irotu' (h form her faee 

IT * r ‘ • ' * 

aial die fr< iin jt . 

. ' L' (inh^iir : t /Ur / ’ sla- I laai- hi . 

AnddFie who!'' ]>alaie s.'.-in, d fulhi.f sh < p, hdhargv, jaro- 
foiind indi ffaT' aa*' ^ 

Agoniog tcai’ y’aiiolf tiApa*;'-., ll\^ inlo 'on if \ ou hloa, 
dao\n hbo tfa-*nana h ss pl.:#‘' \ wla i'o tiie naineh.ss deci.h 
at’o di-rte ! 1 ful I(d*\ i' ■ sh ' j » ' 

She shrank baet: lo^haiig h. Tliui sli e Weill into the 

/ • 

room. • ^ 

Just bf^yond the do. a, and b- ha-* the pa-tnis' wliieli ^he 
had sei n*byAhe faini light, Jhare was a straight ehair se1 
against the w^dh She sat down sofllv upon it aial looker 
aeross the big room. The bed w a s* opp. > ati- io her. It: 
head ^against the wall in a line with the door. Besidi 
it sto(Hi a littly ojd table, wd^4i sturdy, twisted legs, whiel 
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she hiui picked up in’au antiquity sliop close to St. Peter’s. 
The light in the room came from a sluuli d candle which stood 
oil the table. Fy it lay an open book. Anolhcrdjoc/k lay 
on the Coverlet rd the Ix-d. Gogob no ^jonld, with the' 
trarwlatiofi atdeind ! Tk fore 'Idieo Imd faltm easier p he had 
been studiously going (»n wiih hi^ Fussian, 

She longi'd to utter a loud <T\g to nft< r a shri< k. Her lips 
never moved. She sat (juite still and loolo d at the bed. 

She saw Ic r husband. He was Kang ofi his tdr sid ^ with 
his face turned towards h' r, but in sneh a position that she 
Saw only liis le ad and f* as head ek arlv. In sks ping, per- 
haps, he had fiieked in hi-^ (‘hin, aid shrunk (h » wiv to w;irds 
the‘ bottom of the bed, whieh was a \'er\ kaig one made 
( 'Kill v for him. As 1 )< A a-< s 1< m dvd at his t hie|y dis( »r(k red 
hair, sics ticaieht of \d's hi I In liaid'^ (‘ar- fulKg possvssi \a-K^ 
at Work u[)on it . 

N')W his eoiiseiitus niiicl : > d'a*!. She N\oijdcred \\her(* 
his subo'oiisec an mind \vae, ^sdiat il \sas d<ang. Perhaps 
it had gone to kVa^(‘aii t<» e-aiicv^ some imsssagc [h Edna 
Deiiyal. 

If ( ally she ('( add kn< »w ! 

How hap[y\' Edna had k-'-k'd the of 11- r day -had nol 
she ? \\d]< n dc' liad Ldaicsw 1 np fr* an liM h ■ ddc 'o's (di: ir lie]’ 

lips were smdmg. Tic e.aacrs of laa'i moiilh lead turned 
up. E\ en Icr nedh''^ had '^ad tliat 'dc- was g'-tliing osaa 
the death of lar husb;^ad. She W(aild red ha\a; got o\'er 
such a traged\^ unless ddeo ha<i been at hand to assist her. 

Alwavs it is the man wic assists the \V(aiiam the man who 

0 

t(-aehes tic wtaiian to forg'd. Nexcr is it the ssajiiian' \\lio 
assists, who traeh' s the weTnaii, 

Never- - ne\ i ■]' ! 

H'dores h'-ard h'T teeth «trinding oic- re)\N upon tl'w other 

Her ga/a- mads' lo impr< ssion n[*oc, tics sl''spmg- man, 
alth'Cgh sic- wa;^ delih/-rats‘lv trviir,' to wake him. If she 
did wurke him what was sic- g'ang to say t(> him ? \Vhat wars 
she geang to do ? Sic- ((i(l not known and icw' she Iiegan to 
wa aider, ^^ hat still astonished her was tliat jt had been 
{Possible for Theo to retmii at mcdit, to lind Ic^-' out, and to 
go quietly to bed aicPto sleep. For surely he must have 
called CarliiU) and asked him where she was. And (dirlino 
muit have gaid — but then she suddenly rerrvembered thut 
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she had left the palace alone. Carlino^must have said that, 
then. And Tlico would surely be astonished, uneasy at her 
bein^i^outf alone in tlie niytit. 

• But no ! The (|ui( t inusn* wmt (*n. And she listened, 
hatinyht.. ^ 

Had Theo ")rrn a-lcr]) \\hon slv lead s#<'neal to see his 
hyure close to laT in ‘iJie ynrdon wf Villa MedTci ? Tliat 
wraith — existinsf oulv in ler iinayiiial ion, ?if course — had* 
Issok^d, stri^uyady ii^diff' I ' lil. 

ILt liiisbaiid stirred ju Jlie l»<'d, niutlered sonieTIuny in- 
(‘oherent, thNw*out on<‘ arm and tiiekod in his (diiri^stiiy 
more, .s^^e tlimiylit porh.ip^ h'" was yoiny to wake up, and 
a faitit f(‘sliny oT/* ar*sh .t ■ 4lirousdi h<T. 

Vd:t all tli^s line- sic- lind b* cii ' t^illiny ' liini t'S w'alo‘ up^ 
His brs)^n liafid liuny <l''\'.n er the eile,- of the bed with 

.uwtsj^read linv'rs, |oo| jnu^yroie ^pue. ]f it b- lonyed to a 

d'sid rmin eoiild it lo'.k lilc' I h^l ^ 

« If Th'.o W( r^‘ (h ad, indead of .sshep. and she were a free- 
w oii-ian^ Ilk' ■ Edna Hen/il! ^ \\ hat w^nld she f(_( l? \Vhat 
wssi^ld siw do V 

He moved ayain. Sudd' nly it eMsairre.l to Dolor'w that 
sh'/ still hadron le r h;il. Sle' cot up softly, ami 4.tole out 
of t[i<pro(an, w ut to le r o’/.ti ro'Cn, yuietd’/^u ndr* ssed, put 
on a w hite^ \vrapp<'^e and is I urii' d t') dde^.’s room. A-, 
slef eame Vswsaid ih'- ( (hw of th'- o^sui door slc' saw his 
e\So lixe'l olT li' 1'. ddsy \V 'Te \Sld^ly 0]K lied. ^\hen slle 
saw them ^he dop^xd stead. And f( lt*as if le_r lesaid, 
ha'l stopj^H^ff too. Sle' sIo'mI pint'' still, and Imi' himband 
eon ti.^ijeH O' st ai e a ( h' r w 1 1 li Ins fa^’p sid* as a\'s ' ai the pill* > w. 
ihere was les p- n'tration m his l^>ok at lird, l.ait UoLdually 
Ls aisei' 'iisnes > dass^ed m his%e\e^, aiel with it siii])risc, 

IL^ lift'd Imlemd, 

^ ' \VlpLt IS it*? ’ he-s;jid. 

• lie s;rt 11]) ( ai lie' f)' <1.^ 

^ TheoJ ’ 

‘ What. is the matter *? ’ 

‘ N( 'Ihiny, A 

But what are you Joiny luTe tlicr^^ ^Vhat tirno is it ? ’ 
He t it for his* watch. Whih; im* was doing this a clock 
in the mail stri^ck one. 
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One o’clock ! ’ h»>said, ' What made you cet up ? ’ 

‘ Get up ! ' 

' YlS. pel up out of hrd ? ’ ■ ' . 

^Wcll, 1 — I’m Hot at all slorpy. And I thought — it 
scciiied to lu*', I don’t ’uxiow wliy, tl'ud Vou wpre in the 

pal a C(j.’ 

rrileip-;, williMiit bc'iijg au’ar<‘ rf-it, you lu ard n]c M’heii 
I reuuo b » \'( >ur ro( .III.’ 

Sic: dr< w a cJiair to Ic r and cat down, ljut ract vere rcair 
1 ( j 1 1 U [ 1 . 

' Did you a< aic to ni\' »< >111 ? 

\ ( c, a H »n as t ai'i'u o.l/ 

W ha 1 1 iins' wa^ thal V 

Nlit lab'. Ibil 1 >!i|ipi.s(; Ilf ^'awanfs had gonr^ tri b'd. 

I li 1 iip’sc] f in. ll a^ bcl w n ten and <'b\ (-,1. 1 ,e\) x '(d cmI 

to liiid y. Cl still lip.’ 

And you (.'a 1 1 IX b ) n I >• .n 1 ; 

' s. Eiil I \\allad wdlly. I ..iily jiid op^acd the d«M.-, 
and \Mixn I fouinl \n w-ar 1 Ic 1 w . nt <..fi to bird. What 
is it ? 

‘ X' it liiiiy. b\ li\' ( b > y. ill a d^ : 

Ar< ‘ y. .11 — ( 1 1 ' 1 r ’s n. .1 1 1 1 1 1 a 1 1 c ■ 1 1 lal ( < v V 

D f c o 11 L' c 1 1 o 1 . 1 ) i d y . > u I I 1 1 1 a, a 1 1 e 1 ) t with \a ) p \\ h r 1 1 

you oaiicj 1 o my r< i. >m Y 

^ < Ml no. I (Cilv oj.i iM d 1 hi' d-ii-r and li^b icd. bVli* a I 

Ic sa 1 d \ oil ' w r r< ■ a d' ' j I ( r , ii nr ; t w ; tv a I ouci ■. iU[\ (0(11 that 

may ha\ r dnt ml*. <1 y..u.' 

\ ( >u 1 c ai d - did I s. an t < > lx- .^b < pi n p s( .ii i all \' t 

r (b»n 1 know. r (‘anc- a’Aa^^ 1 1 nnir< [lab 1\' 'f.,/ f, ar ot 

starlliny \ou. ^k.ii nimk^ha’c.' r-,,iic v<-rv rally b. lied.’ 

‘ Jhit why di(l \<ai (sanr in to Ivoinr and at niLdit b I 
didnd < V y,,ii n' \(ar sgal \ < iii w< asj coiniuLu’ 

‘ I didn’t know it.' 

T 

He leaic il lair arm ((ii lies pil](»u, aicl shir[(:d his pospesn 
slightly. ^ . 

It s ratlcr a riuisaic:r, h<‘‘ sacb '^praking in. a casual 
sort of way, ' bul I Aa^ to I’un over to England. A 

' To England ! 

\ ts. 1 shall get apvay to-m.arrowa’ 

Y<:)U ’re going to England t(S-in(:)rT(jw^ ! ’ ^ 

' I jiist said so.’ He still k«p:it up the casual tone. * The 
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fact is — but talking so much at night Mill drive slccj) right 
out of us.’ 

' Ncvvr^Trniiid if it d<M>, What d<Mjb it matter? Wh\^ 
ijrust y< *11 ? ’ 

' W*'H, you kJicov^alx cit tlios*' t n< *, of C( nij^bo \'< *11 (k )n't. 

It 's not ver;l ini <T<oting. Jkit kidna Iia^ two hono s in 
London whieli Lrain'i^ J'dt lo h<T.^ A g<M,(l p.-fi't of In r 
inc<_*nn; coirnns fi^ >m® I In in. ’i'l* l.icg'* — onn in ^ 

^Vesti)ourIK‘ I’n'rae*' and Ik'.' <>tln;r in l.ninMab r Lahn Ikit 

T ' • * ’ * 

1 in sum— — - 

' \o, do t'di^in* ! 

‘ iTir t'Oiniit in LaiH'M .|(‘r (iaio lia-^ jn-J aMiio smadi 

and ^*<*lt<wl. Lakjats • o .ln'U< a lins t< k'orajjtnd, and I'm 
gtaing o\nr a^ mik'c Oi sec \-,li;il A [• Iw lo gA flung-, 

straight. 'Tip * f< It Imh I h<^ In -n ..ii a teonly ynar 
jc^sr a inf ha', only 1 >- * n in <'n iin *nl 1 1 
' ( )nly sr\ til!' 

' Thnro ! in *w Voii lui' o\ ainn ' A .i > mnali n-. 1 i j( 

‘ J )Ul hy nno.t ymi O' • I ' • 1 'am la n< I W 

' IhjI lAr jiisI '.inl vAw ’ I lull . I mO* Ih-' matter, 

and Irt' JadiiaA solnaba. It A a inais lliiii:: lAi' Ip'r if sin* 
|(■*sn-, h<a' i’niil (' \ n il f-u a '-.h-a f i iiin . \nd h> ( n ()yf’^r|\ < s. 

I hn Ink \ cry sal i 'An d \‘. il h I h» w a In i »'lnaf<^' ha . inanag((( 
cortaudaffano fer In r. Ihil Icsn'i m,, mloall I hat at 1 hu 
In* 114 ' of nighi . I hii \ w t I ha Ilk fn 1 'I'l n * As so n mah 1 m M i le 
Olln'l'ais'* I (^»nd think I ^'-aild 1 ia\ S' a n a ' 

'^’oii sahi VMii \\*a]ldnh go (o IAieland*lhu ^llnllnn^. 
T)(*ikt you IT iTi< nih''r ? 

• \ 1 dniikl jnt< nd lo -n, .f'-ain.’ 

f . . ' 

^ said, Wdn n ai-' O'- g<>ine ' ^ and Vou ' ' 

' This is duty, inA plmi'.iu''^ Iv. < n a( I hu linn' <•[ nighl 
1 'm sure, i^f you#think, yai (san linn diffro nma’ 
faint sfi 1 1 kfc ll kA' i* d o \ . r h'*r fa*** *an<l dn <1 u\\ ay. 

♦ I dn Lri'nl%of thiriiTingd ^hn muriuumd. 

Arinl^^ie t*#knal (t*wn. 

' Then much Lett oi^{_r( > y I I )( d.’ 

Yes. po^jd-night, Tln o/ 

She got up^aitJ tnft the rt:>om wdtliout t*oking at him 
again. , 

And jJie shut the door firmly behind her. 

On tlie f^Uowmg day Sir Thepdom started for England. 
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CHAPTER XXXII 

Two (1 :lvs Sir ulnrc-’s d<‘]);trtur(^ Mr iMiodand a 

wTtaiii irfnkc'.'j>'T ill ()l<-\aiin Knin;Lii<a between lliirty and 
fortv lni^■^ d[.',t;iiit from Ibaiic', was dn xc' ll< nt spirits. 
That siminici\ for smiH- iii\ >b'ri» )iis reason whsT tin', ysMsd 
man cnald imt di .(‘n'/cr, bul wbi'T lia was (piita silrr had 
hrabimlhiny t'> d'> \m[1i any fault "f his, his *ii had l>rrn a 
[pidr oiHs Th^ ai‘t isl s w ho in tla- summ<T nasnth ^ of tli'‘ W'ar 
often make nI( \ano tla ir hom-, lia(! not arn\s d al’ ('asa 
'rrns('hi. It \Nas r< all\> as if tlaa^ ha*! box'eoycd th*' httl*' 
h'His*' with iN \shil'' \'.alk pial its yr*'*Ti sh|]t I ers,. it s lony 
psTyoIas, its arboiirs, its <arllwn 1cTra<‘e s<‘t with res^s a;jd 
ei Tamuins, \ < d t li* is ■ h;'. ’ 1 >' ■< ti iio (‘ha mte m tie- ma nan< 'm* ait 
of tli'‘ inn. ra’iiiima still iiia<h‘ those omeleifes, ri'it nnlilce 
sinalks* piares of blanle I. \^liieh so nian\^ ])oor paii't-*.Ts had 
eat( n with F' lish. TIh' \- al tliat ha<l followed tlaan for a 
\s'ar and a da\x and mm'li loii'_e'i\ isi'minia was cinit'* re;L*lv 
t( • send aft ' r t h - an st ilk w 1 1 h its eompmiioii potatoes ciil into 
larye lo/enei V, and frn *1 m < n! of tlw oh’/*-. Th*^ thin r<‘d 
\Mn<^ was tla i’e, 'A'lia) d' 1 Pa' se/ ns h'rmiiiia alwax's nallral 
it, wh' ii anv indis<a'i'( t inpuir'T (e inand'd ils name, ,and 
the heaxwy dark'-eol< a)re(l l)isad. Tie- iin'X'Mi bnet: lloors 
w M'e dn-'dd. ‘ d'lp' Ixsis w<r<‘ (Inly mad'a and !a\' priaidk^ 
(Hi the w ir'’ mat I T' so's. IJees In mimed ia/i]\^ in die arkoiirs, 
amoiiy i\'\x roses, aie 1 (saie lld'-x', t lie e:i i'd< nt < ^n the l(,ai^^ 
slopes of tile snn-l:ieo'd hllb. Ilw oll\(o dlsplnxed lit w 
subtle beniit’-s, deji(‘:ite, aliiioi sliiint.uen of si 1 \s r- L’r'nai 
and yr''' !! sil\n r, i'h'' setm^ of th'‘ sun-biow n< d peasants 
name up from the tre< wiln the eiie-. mal Mw lanahter (f 
nhildrrai, and the 1 o(‘ m of b(‘lb fr* an 1 la '’lit I le town dust e];e(l 
about the inu'.s nf prey ro('k, walh it^ dark yr* n riothiny ((f 
shrubs and la rbayn and its ruined tov/m. 

Olevano had imt ehany<'d. Still, near the mad to Siibiaeo, 
the oaks of the' Serj^eutara I'listkd their leases as if in a 
chorus of thankfulness t() tlc' I'anantie artists who saved 
them. And the Sabin* ‘ rmaintains held toxsards eveniny, as 
of old, strange messages of light from the deeUiing fcun, 
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messages precious and beautiful sriit syr<4v" to tho<>e iiKnin- 
tains alone, as friiiid sends heart-words to friend. Val- 
' montone^fcoine of the ca'^tle, San Vito, IJoeca di Cave, sent 
up tlfeir smoke to eateh the last ray.a that even it nii'^ht 
De turi^'d to pathos end elorw t( 4 :^en< thine tliat stirred tlie 
irne yinatidn oj those who brli.-ld it slr<saniiyy ferth iiite» the 

hmiud iTiaeic that the lyoliedit \vas <n’' ( |nny near t# eiiibra<je. 

And Casa Triiseki had nut ehniiLed. Ihit, as liene- 
dett(y Trii si'hi had said inanv tine s that siirnnnT, ' tunes 
had clihne'd.' He had LU'^iiied iieleid so (•ftci) (jv^'vienipi 

that tus <;ronn s in 1h'‘ town, to vhn'h he oftci^de-^ 
seeiided frfiin ins remote (‘vrie Inah ' abo\a: (w < Tvi Innad as 
he wcs f<sTid uf 4 h (‘1; j iny, •y'v '-'re yiiile asloimled now that 
^h< smil' d and loi4n-d eay. d'li'-y ;i^Ja d him tlie r<■a^•al for 
Ills aih.^^a'd iie^od. Were t he ^sai n I < iw eoimny at last? 
had tie' T)r<'e/,r, tj’avclliny te’v ei tie' lead'- of lie* <'li\es from 
FTe- Alban neeintains (»r#lhe s< wliisp-aed (d kaiylish 
s^ansters, \^dll, small ne ans l^it s1 re'f iimIiimis - tf hon''stv 
and W(s:^d\^ set ( 4 nient pac'Linswat < M la, X'‘( I iinu, or Hocea 
ill Tajea. ])!'' ]taraiorv to a raid on ( )!< \ ano ? 

T-t*ned' 1 1' » sle"*k hr- lain'' and oaiiid le'ad, pnll''d Ih’st 
one and llem lie' <>lle r <4 hr- lay boe/, a cer., atel nJOreil a 
laid ;//afr//e /• 4'lial did tel^t'll lie' ; e .s i|)# nne'ln but it 
\va-s til-' iiinla ' p' r ('le>-o b» b 11 llein. lb' was li\ my 
alotyc in tie-* inn wilti Ip- daiiahlw, lie' 1 m f- Uf - n e 'H I e a eal 
Eimiiiia. • Isr^nnia did ie4 (''aie- dowft into tli-' iown just 
tle-n. So s]i'' was n-'t yu«-leaed, ^Ilut tli «4 ^aid'len ynod 
temper of Ik fe d''l b^ \'. as slii''\'.dbv as'(M-iabd b\' nea’e Ilian 
(*ea 1 1 li a rum' bap'd^- ltip-(l ne'ba \‘>liieli had 

^ d dim )ULdi tie' t'AMi lie' da\'b*yass dri\a n b\'^i man 

vie* looked mad' ' of (m p and and \\ hiel i, aTb r a short 

sta\^ m the le igliboiii le n M 1 jirt^^x'Jeie was no1 ycuerally 
* k^owTi— hr^l ll^isti^d ba('k in a ^t>dd white dust dowm the 
r- aid to line. • • 

rivay wle»J;]e'W Lv'ie '<f' 1 t(a best f'lt sure that his yaiety 
was conTe'et'd with l^js po(‘ta't, and lle v surniis( d tliat the 
dariiiy iiedorman. s\ho had driven s*> fast but so stuifnily, 
and vho hadC)ok<d like a repo si ml at i \ e lisuie of mo(lem 
prr >pmessan<l audaeity, was crane 'eted W'ry ptosibly with both. 
Thev were riyhC 

The' 4 ai> who had driven the torperlo-ghapeJ motor from 



Roriv:^ to Olrvano Pornano was Ccsare Carelli, and he had 
written to Beiwalrttu, an old nc( juaintanee of his, to meet him 
at a C'.Ttaiii plaeo in the lejad h'-yond the village. It w'as 
nc/u possihh^ for a mr)tr)r to pain the tfaTiice in front oi Ca^a 
Trn sehi, \vhirh aj)pr'yt'‘h< d onl\' Ijv a lonp fM(jt\vav ror»fed 
V>v a p' ro'ila. St) Brie'd' tln h.'el deec< leVd t<_> h(>]d a 
coll< )( pua' )ut iml: tit tti<‘ pai’d^ai pat'-.i 

It was D^i' (\ar< 111 / la‘ t<>Id his widowed daiipditeT 

w le ai la ‘ eamo 1 )a•;l^ \ n 1 hr loi ir] v 1 m »n^( ‘ ( ai tli< ‘ lair-lil. Who 
u d )ft»ai to stay \silh me \sh'e-i Ik^ w.ls u lad and 1 was at 
IVr^HClIl!!. It was diiek sh'H)[iir_r pc (aiine (.v^r then in the 

aitine M arsln.'sd 

' IL' dor Slid t'oriM- laaa' for diiyh spo )tinp dors la?, p: .pa ? ’ 
oliservrd Iwininia, liMee a ]>air of rv< s, NsPrdi looked as if 
’ tlwv liad re(‘riitlv hrrii riiVi full V oik d, on le i’ fathers ' And 
in summer, too ! 

' Xo. IP' \ (saiM' hi rr frr . aiM t hinp different. And 

tlaae 's ins eaiio' f..r n to nlake a pr< at talk ahoiit it. Just 

V(.»u r onie in Ir is ' ! ' 

At the* nionioiit tpi' liMlr um was yuite (aipitv. Ikaie- 

(k tOs had Ix'ii spiskine t«» hi> daiwhtrr on tla^ terihn'e 

^^'hieh (W(iloota'd an iiiiiirns*- \irw, and th<' town. Xhov 
hr I'd 111'' w ;i!iy li'.as il \' and r;d la r ni \ si i non he up tin- out- 
si'lr staiissio' (,[ 'loll'' tr a haleofis' und' r a ]MrL[okL. ' ddr.' 
(Ui'‘ ^iM ineu'o' ail of ip. mn op-aad <*ai to tins haleoiiy hv 
I'driieh W' 11' k ee. V> la n 1 1 1 > daind i < ' O' liad jowu'sl him tlau'e 
he 'hood ill frp a nioiii' nP d'la ri pe ^aal : 

M n la I’r ! di la I ' ni ' IS d 1 1 1' ■ at ti ne-ro an. 

'Idii'. fastii'^s laid a (ek d ik-'a' of \ < ry fad< sk jkpikhhriejss, 
hire*' end uia\<n. 'Ida* <'< ilm^r ,h w^nd was (s.kaiissl rWk' 
a sirklw Tiinkidt Pn'- a ml was la-t hmdi. < )n tlas \\all> \\as 

I f 

a sa il' rahlr r disiJayuip a | aa 1 P I'li of inoip' nta on a ]»ale 

pold proiimh Awain .Pidw'e'' naik-d inaii\' |;,a-tMs s. Kfvee 
Avas to !'(_■ steii the Jt'd^ I'allar, IdusNtiV deaith, A'v.dh wig ft' 
hair and a pi'aAsa almost sad saxpi^ ssam, ekid ,m n r^d eloak 
tsver A'diito, and aikan'd \^i1h a pe dd ehain froiVi which 
dep' ialed a pearl (Tod. IPaind akoiii him wstc pictures of 
W(_)men in ruffs A\ith dark hair and point's'l noses. And 
almost immediately oppoMt(‘ to him was a jasrtrait of a 
cardinal with a red eloak and a cross, beneath anIiicP was 
written in heasw black letters : ' Seipi's Cardmahis Bur- 
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gh^^sius in hac Domo rnoratus rst Ai^i<) 1779/ N/ ar him 
Was lixed a lari^^r rriHiidolin. A niirr<»r with a r< d rose 
painted 4^1 its surface re^l' Ctcd part •/ ttie rrxsni. Beneath 
on a ledge rsjvered \\jtli y< ]lo\v-Ln’<‘' n plush was n piaster 
groiij)«td beggars in attiliah s of^i^uurv and <b spair. A red 
sofa invited Ho r( [)Msr‘. TIj' re \m:v<- t\M*^pnik arniehairs, 
witli \Nhite antin iae;i ■ ,^aj’s (Ui Isael.^^tiid arms, s^f-iTal elaairs 
upholst< red in gTceft and iii y< Ilow icp ; ;iiid p^car to tlie IL4y* 
FatV'l' there a liarnl-'eiM‘ eardiiial ^ eliair e()\a;red ^vith 

^ V 0 

red damask, miieh worn aTel fad'd, but -I ill diLUiili'fh with 

* 

its high k)a^J|, *A\<)()(lcn arms, ;md eaia < d kuob^ h'4i.\'il\4 
gild' <1. A g< )'.*d-si/< d tabk- e^a'issl with a <‘l'an white 
elnl)^ ,st()(Tl exaHj\' in th'-*y iiddk' <4 tie' lleoie 

'kh'' 111 ' *>t^('hMrae1 ( rn.l le f* ai nr'- / dm r^oni wa’e, ho\v- 
'\er, s¥j)j)lie(^ l.y lie- d'M,rs. ^kdud' 1 11 1 v lie- ])aint'Ts, wh'’^ 
Iiad in prosp- rmn. t mi< s^ fis' pa-nt' ' 1 tie- imu lia'i 1 m eii 
mo\a'd by (m"li'ei'. </ er.fhlud's #i' p'iha[)s 1)\' fanta^\^ to 
emb( llish th' *'' wifh IIm- rlp'^frulf^ "f lli-sr mnim. One, 
no doii^/l rdieeaidv inelm'd, liad payil'd '-n lie' dofa’ near 
' Stapio (’ardinalis Jkirele'^ms' a l"nL'‘ pi^.e^ .seai of \a»ung 
girl'? in wild'', wr'allp'l \m(Ii unkiee^Mi Ikweaw, winding iij) 
^slth submission to a l>i le-p \de> 'Xl' ud'd larm Jiands in 
1 •lessing. n '' touehme ''If'i'l el llm enlmi^ale'ii was not 
merea?''d b\' tie- a n I l -ek 'iiea 1 d ' lie s i 9 [ al ioi l of a paint'T ( »f 
a f[( rent w a\' of 1 htnk ft lee vdio hat 1 1 1 1 1- ' i j >a i 1 < / lie' b' niei i 
sky abode lit' proeroaoji wilh a m^mlM-r of ii- 1 v'-f n, i rd 
box's, who-^' ahle•^t d< \ ili h f.M-' s aiel praie^iie jeippi tdila' 

hml IS sUlW^ ' d a .dll- .k mem . .. d wil It an ard' iit 

^ivipi' 4- V.0* Wn a Hot 1 e 1’ door, a 1 1 I e H M'd. ef 1 1 e ■ r-eim out of 
)p' '\ rang.' » d xiU'.n, a p. > I -impr. ss]< aii t ha'l»\udd. ■. 1 

to his s'.'ie^e of roa Ig and t jaiJ In f 1' re a ma -1 e r, i < a I nl lea lly 

thin, arid iiek''#! ahieo.l (saieax^m lie' r'gem ..f tte' knxer 

waisteoat •bu4l oiTs, ^snnt: [e''^^raV'*m a <'aie' armeliair of 

♦ 

\j\ud si sn rk't, Im I < lal till, d I.. lie' front of a lie loii-shaped 

baki imad, 4r''ane <1 o\ .T Im hieh xxhit'- eMlksr on a green 

lawn sfarr.'d with •ime ii'..' xxiiit.' blobs. In Im b.ae less 
left hand^lie sustain'd, as l»v som.' mira<'k' tie' xmH with 
\s’hieh the phdsidal ImkIv had no e. »nie ete m, a larg.; eigarette. 
And he extended towards the unixs'i'se a pair 'af enomiewis 
feet eimased in c^ski-c^skaured b<>ots. Xear him a balkjon- 
sha}iee]|inAuve woman, with a ^ny head, f' ll forward to smell 
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a standard somethirig erupting in a disease of pink spots. 
In the distance two trers, like two gollywogs, in yellow 
pots, the same eeT)ur as tie* hooPs of the mashci declined^ 
to 6ast anv shade. 

Standing ^^itll one han<.Uim the table in the e(mtriM)f this 

' ' r ^ ^ 

roonn and jailliiiL' at his ear, IP nedcfto said tridiis daughter : 

' Tle r<oV Mane nur (‘nriiina' here ha-ruorrow.’ 

' Is 1 ? dinw many ? ’ * 

' It \s a lady.’ 

' IU\’ii h 'lie is die g< mig t( > sfa\^ '? 

^ Chi In ;ui '/ It seems she \s been ill, o"^ Ursct, or SOmr- 
thilie, and she w^iiits to be yiiite (piiet.’ 

‘ \V< 11, it \ <|lie t h'Te.’ , ♦) 

'Si, si! ddiat 's why she (oaii^s. Sin- wants the wh'ile 
'Unnd 

‘ ddiere 's IP '1111110 aoainst li< r ha\']nL^ it, is there ? 

‘ N' lthino et all. W e,niii d d'^tlm lu st foi’ Ipt, malva- InT 
ver\^ (s 'inf' U'l abhs Sir’ ’s ;reei ist< >med t<.» be \a:n" e(>ii> 
f< »rt;ibled 

‘ M< 'st lade ^ are.’ 

‘Si, SI ! bill this (m<' 's a veiw^ sp' eial lady, and \’;’antg 
S[ )i eial e« 'Inf' 'I'l 

Tli'l'e ’s al ^ a’, ill'- \ 'sal and ' 

' No, it \s I h' ■ r- " '111 

' She ’s biiiiL'ino sciii'- oip' with h r. i sY)o5e ? ’ 

S' 'liie vlK' with le i‘ ? ' 

\\ ' 'iid sh'_' ha\ e a s-aw aiit ? 

\MnrrJ,c!' 

The ciih d eves of Em Ilia r' ^eird' d le r papaiwath robust 
enrio' dy. •- 

'What de-nld anv oie- want with a s< r\ ant (jiit here? 
Sh'“ dl coin'' jU'l as 'dp' 1^: aii'l you niust do your best to 
make h' r e* lUifMi 1 pi Ts^ with' ut talkino ab<>nt it. Tbu’e ’s 
a chance for us to Imish up as if we SI had artistr all the 
summer.’ 

' I dl make her eomrortable. Wd ' re does she come 
from ? ’ 

' Naj)les. I fam‘v sip' 's an oVmeri'ain eome by sea.’ 

' W hat tune is sip* eoniino ? 

‘ Any time to-morrow afternoon. Have the bedrooms 

ready.’ 
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P^rrniiiia cniilJ mukc any further remark fatle r 
went out of the room with rhn^ision. 

On^tht^»llowine^ aftcm^oii almut twn o^'l^ek, wle n a l^aza- 
#f h(‘at ,huny alxeut th<‘ llaiiks of tie- nioui itains, aiel e\e ry 
pea-^aii/ ajid townsman who r<' d hiiiis< K was lost in 

tlif si'sta, lllne( h 't t o, ]o(>kiny (lo\\[i front tie- t< rra<‘<:‘ nf 
(asa rrus(‘hi, saw lie »t < ir-rav stun o\ ( i’ Tie' kit of 

Avliiti; ro;i(i tliat*\\;j* xiukt' k^ low ii'ser lie- ^Mlnreo Ikeiia, 
and tj.^nisl)^uniony.tle‘ lr< (_a ..n th-' lull that kai upward tn 
tie' town. 

' ]rrniini;i/%'; Tail' d, turning. 

\\ hat it ? ^ ere d a liar >h \'oi<‘c fr<ein tie' (i' ptlis uf tie? 

haus(^. • 

' C( )rne le ! 

Tn a \ione'nt his daU'dd <r ^i] »] »''a r'd utekr lie' p're'ola 
1 e ' lop ef lie' '-1 ' ■[ >s. » 

Tie' rrineijeno will k<- Te rc^in ;^neaiwnt, I '\<' jint S' cn 
th' ‘ 1 1 k< >r-ear *1 s'e^s 1 m t *\\ 

' trie 'H‘ri Iiai pile • I 1 i^o1 a, 4 ( , , p [j, p,-; ? ’ 

^ \ ' tt I 1 lal 1 k 1 e • w « .f. Bill - 

‘ Is tie' lady \n i1 li hini ? 

' ('lii h'f ,sa/ ^ l>ut anyh''W le' ',ur<- lo CMne' in .^nd ]or>lc 

at tie' rooms. I dl e" I o lie' I <■ uow 1 . . nici f hiiii.' 

• • 

And 1 e ii' (J - ■( t ' ' liu r^e ' 1 1 off a t a 1 e I I e ' p 1 1 1 1 , ai e 1 d n app' 'ar' 'd 

Uie kr tie' tunie 1 of \ 1 1 1 . s aie 1 <•['■' pme^ .ti: 1 s 1 I i.U < ‘ \ 0 a e t d 

d(»\\n tie- sl'>|*' to fie' T's'id. Willing a frw iinmfl's le' is'- 
turie'd, waHaiie V' »< (‘t f 1 1 1 1 w hi it talk mu pflit'' familiarl\a 
with ('< ‘sar< *(^ar< 'll 1 , \'dio a p.it- \s lk»w liie ii mot<»r (s.;tt 

ami a«a:^ prot.(‘f<'d willi it liie'ii -'o niiu, aiei who was 
waTlTT- as a null' r ^^)fh diek. ^ ^ 

* Cs'sar(' did not pans.' r\cr»for a nioiie'Ut to look at tlio 

mar\'<')lou^ ilo (‘a>l a s'mpI elams' around him o\-or 

• • ^ ^ 

tfie t' 'I'l’^is ' anfl tie' mi la 11 ea rd' 'U hot ►Ts 1 h, wont ink* t 1 10 1 \w^- 
e.r^asred Tirkour near ’n.. ak-. saw t hat it w as ompi \a oane_‘ 
out, a/ij al^(*iea‘ moiinlod [** Ih'- sit 1 iny-n *om, folktwsd 

(do',' 1 V k Ik 'll' 'dot 1 ( ^ 

Th ero wro^enk r»)S(W (*n lie* laklo m tho meidlo nf the 
room. Ite.^ llyi>r had koou thoroimhlv sws pt that morniiiLy 
clean antimacassars sown on tie* rod afinehairs, Ih*' pietures 
dust'?d.| kosare sf(*od still for a nione'nt with one musiailar 
hand risting the table. IMie silence of summer m this 
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e\Tie of th'‘ hills beautiful. It was broken only by the 
humrnino^ of the bo<\s, by th<? ven^ faint rustle of lpav<"s in the 
psTe^'Ea ov^T tlw bah'ony as a n>»ni("ntar\^ breffT -of wind' 
trii?eli» (l tlwnn by tie; sound of u ehiireh brll below rising 
out of th'' \;all*‘y. Thorhrll ccHsrd aliuost at ones The 
httl<' \\ iii(l (li< (1 ''Way. ( Inly th-' b''<'s huiuined on, travelling 
si- >wl V fr< ihl llo\MT t( > n< OUT. 

Crsan; siele'd, and tnnk hi; hand froir, th ' tablo. 

' Th-' ImmItooiu is I'cadv Y ' h-' ask* d. 

' Jk (' ll''n/.;i, si ' I will (‘all tuV < l:iue’ hf-'i. 

' \o, n- >, d< akt I \\ h' vr u it V ' , s 

ddu' inn had only lie; Iknu on which tli- y w- re, with 
eellai's and (»lli(S'S below ii. Its^d, if , op* :n d a -lo-ua-j the 
left near tlw Id'-nieh win h»v, s and shewed sar-' int'» a siiiyle 
b-'dr-»<>ni, wha'li (‘onnnuuKeit- d \mUi aii"lher sli'nlit^y leryer 
room e-ajlamine tw<> Ixib,. In e;i(‘h lli-se r<>''ms wwes 
of (‘l(ise]\' packed Mliat^ pink l'( Vj h.'l'l been pk'lCed, dde* 
floors Were (if Inh'k unearptl ed. Itsid-' (wch lied lav a 
snialbyelk u'v mid i ed rue Thr- e c)' four simw (dieii's were 
carefully set b;H‘k aLeiiiO't ihe \'oLlb. Th-'r-' was no attempt 
at Comfort, lint (‘k anlmess I'-'icimd. and th-* b< (]s liMjk-'d as 
if they w-n’e Cl M )d (Sues. 

Tim s-'Cmii'I te di'oMiii .»pene(J liy a wmd(*w on to a 

narros'v' bak'eiiv, \\hi'‘h mn .'ikaiv mi-' eiid -d lie housi; at 

riyht aned-'s b* tie' wiiid-er/s \\hiV‘h l<H,k'd out upen the 
terra-s', mel CMminand' d a spl-iehd vmw d tne rnev'al 
Sabin-' iimunt niis, aiel (if th-' leer hill ebm, c c/er-ol with 
(>hvt' tr-es^ and ml -i s- -1 - -1 lyv NMieliiij path.. I'Tr b< low 
the w lute road (s luld b ' seen, t le r< iad 1' adi ne fuiV.-n b a- hng 
to, ]\ iue'. Imm-'dial-ly b-ieatli the. balennv a 
path slep-'d y-'iilh^ d'>'v\iu Ih-ii tui'ii-d abi’upth' met ran 
bju'l: below a stole \‘-all fh-' 'mnk('U ea^'d' n beyond the 

teri’ace. A i hiekiv o\ ' reb iw'n })-'rvola coV( is d. uiei ('utir<;N' 
concealed lie eoud sM'teiii < »f th- palh. so that mm (sne 
standing ujuiii the baleoiw^ saw only a roof of ( m-'s, i-'y, and 
climbiiiu^ riss-'s, and pe(iple des(a ndiiiL.*- from th-' t- rraci', on 
their way to tie- sunken e-ardeii, disapp- ari'd from viewv 
directly they tune d tie: aeut(*anLde of thepuTh. 

C('sare cane' out on tins balcony, and stO(:id there for 
several minutes wath his motor cap pulk d down oyer his 
eyes. IL' looked fir^l at, the rord of tlm I'sug pergisla. 
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Beneath it was a narrow stone 1)( ni^ft \\hieh he knew of. 
There one could sit in shadow, hidden, looking out over 
Nati,jre\s* heart - gladdefiing wildness. TIioit^ one cuuld 
•listen io the loud songs (jf the sun-hro\\7ic(] peasants, see 
their T^ohiist ligiu’gs passiTjg heMvf M[1 fh ose UK i mg put [is 
of ths‘ ri(‘lu ^^a^n earth, lIis ey< . fru'/^h d a\vay. The 
r(sad to Rome wws innr^j^I out I )'e o s U' ■ Mael:-g]s en (Ugir' 'sses. 
Tli'‘V held his ey. s. Riil iidd< nl\^ fh< \' \ver<‘ ohsenred hv^* 
a ih ‘fi^e cls*ud ( d u]iit< ■ dti ,1 a hieli ais »s'' fi'eiih tie' is sad. which 
nio\s d rapi( lly on, a Inch Jow | '/ d np' r .< d in I he e,f air. 
His eyes * \l> turn' d iseind and saa' taTinnia lo^ving^ 

at him (C^T' h' l' f.illp'r'-. f:it shoiild'Ho. 

' Bnoji geaa/e /•' hdaiid ^i)ie]d\a 
' Bci'tilfn r-n /ei-ei gaa nr, / ' 

' Thdjad y t. ill le Ir r- ' i n a '^mu , ■ , . 1 1' im noti .r hs s j list 
.jyme 1»\'. (ret h'T a g(»u<L(‘no of t- a. \oii kno\s Ip.w to 
make ' ei M id t' a 

• lkai/a*mi ' \I1 t Iv - ign-ui and I h' ' sign* ire a he ’ 

' Th,tl 'sit! Make it \ er^' ls m m|. \'.4l li t men and ImMsiits. 
AU'I de e\s rything y-u can fer Ih-' u aiera. Slw aant^ to 
he V(.TV yiiii't. h'l h'l' ;ile[i.'. h-inl kellrr imr. Ihit 
niak'' h' T e, ay ferl al )t s Slw i ski krinemg a maidk 

!['■ Ji< Id eiit iin liaiid. he <lis:iyii' ;ii'' T I'j'mmia s1 oed 

reeai di ii s' a |1 ifl y 1 1 1 e jr .1 <■ a i1 h a 1 C'eai 1 nut ef r: i pi ui'e. 

^Is tl^e prmeipe ^fai'ine IrTe, I < m papa?' slm admd, 
sa inging rein a 1 1 e Irr fat li< t. 

' Ne, ef S'eurse I|i)| [[e has (Hlly e.ilue^O see that tll'S 

lad V IS w tnif' irtal ile.' 

AT14I ^ s ffe a''ing i*ae|, te ReliV fg-d,av 
""^dN'kal (let s it n lalt ' r I e y. Ill " 

After a minut'' add'd, in a siirl;, \ t ai'e : 

Dell (T>ar(‘*ti;j,s put up at 1 1 le < mia . ' 

W il U a shrfla of -di< aild' Ddi' k fl t Iw n .. an. 

•Almost at th'^ same ryeinent a taxioMl. stopp-il at the 
gate ^ the^sanlen, and a tall \seinan s\s:i(hed in a \ai[u- 
mineiis Hnite \aal /fot dealv eiit. , As she (Id > (.'esare 
(jpeiied tWe eyitn. Sh'‘ pas^'sl in (|ui(dd\^ mi'l'T the p'S'S'da 
and aallnal draight en, felfiev’.-d in a nieni'Hl ky t'esare 
helding a ( ir(assm g-ea^e, and hv t he ^kiaii ff' a ir who carried 
a liag livith an uTiusual amiahihty that had keen ])r')(lii(‘ed 
in th'j^usual v ay. The wom:in, a ho \vas D( >l(jres, did not 
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enter the inn. Slie" walkrd to the terrace, and while the 
twc) nii.n eaiTii.d in bai/ and dressiriij-case she stood with 
her^ b.'Lck Iuith d to tli<^ lions*/ lo'okiiihr <Hit over '\he r view 
towards Ixoijps Sli<‘ liad slo\vly iJ 1 1 fast* ‘iifd and unwounct 
hrr ik (^>uit'‘ still slic'sfMMd till sli(‘ ks ard ori,thk stone 
strps (k-o'riidiiiL;” foet, and r<‘sais'’s \ oiee sa\kiy: 'That \s 
cipeieh! \’ou ean yo now!' ddicn sli*/ turned sharply, 
and opened h<T lips. Tho (‘hauffeur took rdf liis cap in 
partnip saluiat f< hi, 

' \\ ait a nioiipHtt ! ' sic; said. 

' eoiyiiora V 

' AVliat is it ? ' asked C’csare. ' Can he do anythiny more 

t V ’ , » I ‘ 

frayoij 

^N.sno,^ 

Sir.' tiirip'd (jinekly a\^ay. ^ Sh<‘ had lek im ant th ■ man tri 

seo h* r fae's into \\hieh now a k'W and faint Hush of r-^d 

/- , <' 

was er* )i no, ^ 

Sh< ple ard him y nny away do^^ n t h< • paf h. 

‘You've 0"t his ad<lr' xs ? ’ sh*' said. ' Y here is In,' 
o(sino Y 

' Itael: to Itoiii's ^h s, I '\s‘ 0**1 his addr< ss. A tolcyrani 
will hriiio him (>e< r at any nH*m< nt to f</loh you. And my 
m< d' >r is at t h* ■ 1 o *m;i . ' 

‘ 1 can't us. ■ t hat 

‘ Ih cSLii alv\ays is'nir i[i two h<*urs.' 

Slc‘ star' ll oiit (*\s-r tho \ii‘W. 

' ] )o you ward to s.*' th<- rooms? ( )r ^^ol]I(i \'<‘iu ratte.r 
Cisni'* into the arhour aiJi ha\’(‘ t'sa tic vr ? 

Sh'‘ Lhaiie. d to th'/ riyht and saw tip/ soft dark of tlie 
ship 1 \' pla< s 

' L* t n ^ ha\s ■ toa in th' T' ^ 

He smil'd at tin* 'us.' d\ll thrd Uksiip id he hrd tieeh 
lookino yra\s‘, almost trouhh/d. Xow' his face cksared, 
chanyd niar\s |k pi^.l v. 

' W'S, yes. It 's sh;,dy and cool. Cou wall rest, you 'll 
love it. Come in.’ , 

])olores ohryod him and went into tlw arljr ur. 

The i\y had lwow*. f<*r years veiw^ tlnekly over it, and 
mad(^ nrov wliat wms almost a twilipht wdliin it. Yk table, 
constructed of a block of gre\ stone set on a sturdy pedestal 
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of briok and dried earth, stor.d in Mie middle, with ehairs, 
hron^dit there by the tla medil ful Tx nrdrtti beside it. 

^ Thriiuglf the oprniny l)vVdii>‘h th<-y ( iit< red tlir ylory (4 the 
•sun S'’e-med tniny t(» lie in. Ihit tie' soft twiliedit 

prevailed* ayainst* it. (^u]ekl\' (,'^arc drew^ forwarel the 
chairs. * * 

' 1 wish they wtTe fe ft<'r rcK sd h^- said, alniosL anyrily. 

' Uee'er mind. W hat it mailer ? 

* i*mi]st»yet SoTi^'lhinv eT<'. I 'm certain they a sort 

of chaise haasu-e. Onlv "Uf' niinule ! 

Hr t-nli h. f h aiid, ln^^< d it, le Id il leaiy to his lips. ilien 
he let it and haskae d aisav. 

1). *Ior(es let le i* liaiai fa ir on tie' 1 able and lie 1 1r r(‘ (sn the 
steaie. Slie as sil t iiiy v i f h her bael: to 1 lie pa1 h b\' \\ hieli 
she' }iad#<'ori]e*np lo the iruj, aftd li<'r faec towards the yreen 
■wall of the arbour w leeh ^>arl la ll\' shut out tie* great rieov 
ti'iwards Itonie and o\ i r the ^»',Mj^of ( )Ii \ aiio. As she sat 
yiei'e she heal'd faint s<»uiels rrany U[) b> le r from (cA^of the 
midst (^f the hall and naris^w hoir^cs* faint human sounds. 
Tbe, littlo World \sas wal.inv fis.m ib^ A' ba. She leaned 
forward ayainst tlw st<ae' s|;ib and hst< le'd intenfly, No\v 
she Ihoueht ^he [h ard ei'e s of ehildren. Jk ys sounded urel 
('eay'T Ih.it the human iiorsTw pi i" ist' d. (’hildreii jhayiny ! 
5 as, she heii.rd 1 hat.^ SJie yot u|e wint o\ m' to 1 he farther 
side of tie' reti'i at, aiel loid.cd dovv n Wir<a]gh the r(»ses aiel 
(‘are'S, and fte' i\w' lea\ es. 1 minei t4ab I 1 m real h he-r "was 
a sloje* eovepal with o]’\<' tre<-s, h'admy straiedil to the jirst 
habitatloip., er( 0 \<)ial ayainst oIIki' liiidi houses Avhieh 
(‘lUsti,1''a.P about the great nia-s of is-^elv ou tie- t«)[) (if ^^he‘h 
woe the fraene lit of tow r. rk’oui tie fartle r (dyi' of this 
LvS(‘k a ssirt (sf spific (sf leei'.^s djsapp* ared in thf' dnashiiin 
C)t the Valley. ^AJtlemyh lew. kafj I'd III M til 'i'\' Ilf M If I s|i I III’’ 
01, f ariA) at this in^^e nt t*' Udori's hioloil ImiIIi wild and 
snd. In Coininy to il sle^had pass( (l ]\al> ',1 i i jia, (euia/zano 
with f<.>rtffsss (sf the L(>l'»nnas, (’a\a'. And they, t(>o, had 
serin ed tc^ le.r wild are] we I, with t lie.«!’ sw a rn i i ny [h ipulat ions 
of dark-eTr'(U skiriny jieojih'^ Tie* efiauffi iir Jiad mad(_' a 
mistake in riheriny (h ma/zares, and liad (h \ iat'd fissm the 
road. ye t ba<“k he had rnarli' an ah lesst C(*rnp|('te circuit 
of the ftowii and had passed at th(' fo(st of tlie yiyantio 
bastioiA of the^ fortress. FiaLii a window' far above her 
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Dolor* 'S had ser^n a hiLO thrown woman b an out holding a 
baby at loT breast and siiokting it. 

Swc thought of tliat woman tiow^ as she heard the ehildrcn 
playin)^^ t)en' alh le r in smor hidden ])laee. l]eV(aid OJevano,^ 
over ihs yi 11( >w''t lied roofs, a yreat streteh of gently rising 
country, rv'li in colour, ha/y an<l rnpianti<\ stretelad reit, 
en<)ing in a hn<>(»f hill wliK'h, de[/ressrd 0)wards the centre, 
sugLe sted sra wa\'es beyond, an<l to right and h ft r<»se into 
in< )unt liu summits. Som<'\N here ( ver that line, ^vas Frascati, 
w^as Fouks was Fala/7,0 Ikarberim. 

Pmt children \vere ylaving -playing. Their soft cries 
filled h'T ears. W lcTe were tie \ ? She (‘oiild n^t discern 
any runniie,^ an<l h a]ene forms, r< sfk ss, dri\'en by the warm 
^'young bl<M>d within tie m. Sle- liftoc] fi'T haiels, parted (he 
caress, the roses. Ihil no, she eoiild not s*.'* th*»se vdiildisai, 
as she lead seefi flir babv at tie' breast of the L'aiiing \\omari 
in that < »M F* T eina f< »r( v< ^s. 

Sho-le ai'd a step. She stall'd and tuned. Aiel even as 
sh<' did S( » a \'oi(‘e m her ear s<-< ned to wlie.pei’ ; ‘ Cknldren — ■ 
children— tlav must l)e i,orn ! A ehiM a child mu t be 
beru ! ' ^ ckairl}/ ^le' se< nied to le ar it speaking close 

in lea ear. 1 

C'esare st(Sod in the (iilraiiee of the aiToiir, carryj ig a 
frTling-eliai r. Fnder his k ft arm w.ss a striped red and 
yellow em hion. 

' I d'(' got ltd he beg;tn. Hfiit liow startled you look I 
Did 1 startle Voii ? 

' I 

‘ \()]l were l(M»kltlg at the view '' ' ' 

' 5 <'S, at 1 h' ttCA’ii. It it s( eins to be full of ehiklren. 
Don't you Iwar them ? 

She slightK' lift' d h' I' rijhtahaiid. 

‘Little ras('ab. /e'/a'e/d'md 'Ide^y r’vay^ make ; such a 
rowa Ihlt wh') has tie- heart to stop them ? 

II< - an’anged tlm <‘h;iir. 

‘ Are you fond <»f children ? ' slu' ask(‘d, with hr^ big eyes 
always fixed u})on him. 

‘ Vdss, of Course. loT nc' }vit y()U iiito eaeid chair.’ 

She knew' how' h(‘ was for e\ er longing to touch her. She 
let him touch her, draw' her down into the ehair^ with a 
strong pressure which was a caress tluougdi which almost 
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his soul sceni< d speakiiur to lier. IL'^irranged the cushion 
h^:ilind her little dark head, from which she removed her hat. 

^ Thei] he'^^ood for a moment at th<- h:irk of the* chair moyop- 
less where she oaild not seo him. 

' WllaUis it ? ' Jio said. ' arc you doiiig ? ’ 

lie hrut anil kissed IcT tiail'. 

I am- I am — Doltiras ! ' • ^ 

There vas a soiucl of ehma ralllma. (Quickly he' went 
o\'er*to thoe.ther sjde (»f ili^ falTs 
' Ite-r-' is your tea ! ’ 

Frmim.'^ e^ijneUMth th<' trav. i'la re wrrr- Iavo eu|)s ^pon 
it. She ^^et it down sf(»ii<‘ <sar<[ull\a llan sfooel 

staririea • * ^ 

' That ’s i}\ ! ' said k< sar<a ‘ \Tr don't want anything ^ 
else.^ , • 

. ' Isrnnma ' 

Jk ‘Ueeletti »'s rouLdi \a>ie' li'^ii'd calling loudly. Fr- 

lijiiiia went slowly a^^ay. ^ 

‘ move. I \sill gix'e^you y<aii^tea. 1 ^Mll do ev* rv- 

thmg for you.' 

He p(:>ur<‘d the t(‘a out with e;ir< , as if it wer<‘ a precious 
liejuid, and l)^r'’iight her the enp. ♦ 

‘ I ' 1 } ])Ul it here on llc' arfn of tie- ehair. A\ill y>su have 
lemon Y 
^TMwus- ! ' 

IT' cut tic* lie k'lnoii in two. anW s(|Urc 7 ,S'd tfis juies' of 
e^lc' lialf into h- r cuje Ih h;e[ taken <»ff hi? eoat and cap, 
and g<*t nd of the dii .f wliieli li;id (‘'Oa rcil him. 

I .iea^arfy eg' ]’ tale' ten lail to^Jav 
Ih' rM»ur<'d .soino out f(»r hinis' If, 

' ■ \'ou t^ ok it th^t dav oil W'anod 

♦ 

' Y'‘S, alter iliA" s\.ini. l^o\^ aao that s<'rans ! 

* ' 5 es^ Th:fl se( \fry kaig aeo.* 

♦ lie brought his chair n r to le I's. 

. ' I <^in't h?L\'e tie' table between us. Ls it [)retty good — 

tlw tea Y ' ^ ♦ 

' I think so^ I 'm glad to havi' it.' 

'If only w? could have come here te)ge'ther ! I can't 
bear yriu out of my sight.’ • 

' DoifT say that.’ 

' inustrd': I say it ? ’ 
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' I dont — vou mustn’t ferl like that.' 

^ Why ? ' 

. \n( e;ius<‘ — think of the future.’' 

^^iw](■n1 h" nlnio^t h'^ : 

' I \sill not. Tooi;i.y ivoiiKl be madn'^^s t^ 

'the man y ho niii't li\^r for — he l>i’oke off.'- ' You know 

wliv it svoul<l bo madno , Y ’ 

' Yos,' sho suid, in a <‘h;Lnyod voice. * It ^Vould be. N^(), 
don't • Eon'l td us I \\i^ must abut it out.’ Y 

Slio closed her ey- ^ for ;i mimd's Wlem stir did that th^-* 
eliiioren’s ssue^s lirlow s' .-mod to mow mueh '■toiKiv'i’. 

' dduit \s euw^ to-d;iv -and i( will Ik* ca>nu .e*r('S'Uitl\\’ 
suiil. 

She ojirii/'d Iwr ev'^ :uid loolr'd at him. 

} feel us if I should \i< oa' ']Uilo undersiaud you,’ he 
a<ld<'d, loekuny down mio Iwi' ''y'^>. 

' 1 )Miih 1 1 , to. Il ‘s -'-It 's>l)-'l ter nof 

' Ihyl 1 foel if 1 Would yi\s.- hulf my life isuilly to under- 

stand y< HI.’ 

‘ \kHl Ue\-er could/ ^ (- 

^ I ! And anv one elv‘ ? ’ 

1)olois-. tholiyhl of Nuiv-- .b iiiiiiiys. 

'If anv one ever could/ -Iw suid. 'it W(»uld not l>e 
mam’ , i 

' Surely \sHi don’t ' -S'aiit to be und- m.tood by u '.'oauafi V ’ 

■ Hut does it mat t<r e\ liul w o v unt Y Oh no ! 

’ T( > ns it matt < ao,y 

^ l’( y Us --bn t t hat \ not 1 liny, tiol h my/ 

lie nio\s'(l in Ills eh.iir, aincot, sir' thouyht, hk“ h iy 
uneas\' bov. Xow and thym oflcu indoe<h slc' was conseioiis 
(d tlio bo\' 111 C'esare, d' o|)il his int' no ly neneiihiK' jiliysiijin. . 
But uneasiness ^v;us I’ai'o ;u 1.,'nn. And sh- had never seen 

him look self-(;,ons(‘loUs. ^ , 

' X’othing Y ANdiat do you me;.m ? I think it is every- 
thiny/ 

' ^ 

Tin* uneasiness seenied to drop away from him. His 

powerful manhood ass* rtwl itsylf. 

' Only want cn<suyh/ he said in his firm and strony voice. 

' I mean with all you arc, an<l you arc nearly, or quite, the 

whole way to g< ttiuy it. Kut sonic people, many people, 

don’t rtaily care. I didn’t. I think, for years auc years. 
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And then — I did, I did ! ’ IL' drL^v iif the fingers of his Eft 
hand hard till the hack of tlc' hand was ridgad. ‘ And 

th« i\ I dTd. And — ha d his \aa(‘e — ‘ I 'm here with 

*, # 

vasii/ 

' Ydu J:hhjk it ^is reallv (‘nol^_■4l to uant .^vith all one's 
force ? rerk.'Lps it is. I don't know tli;it Wiad ever thought 
of that before. ’ • * 

."^he‘ frosMied,* litfe our who is tliitikiiig, or wishing, pro-* 
f(»iiiRlJy. « , 

‘ But no, it isn't,' she sagd. 

She payse?!, * 

T rerii^iiihi r — — ' she heem, and stepped. 

^What? 

Taang age wli-n I was lar a\'.:i^.' from Ivonae it seruwd 
t(.> me gs if s»^!iie t>iie III a gi’< di (a nee olf ^^a^ mil in iieing 
•I lire’ • 

Seme on<- ? l)id voii fuio^' wl^ it was ? 

• ‘ 1 fr it as ik it \\< [V \ a ai.’ 

'J'heM)leod rudi'd to liu r^ae(e lie' U’li il 1 1 pha lit hheoil. 

] irilllleneme \ . ,U ! W h- li \', as it ? ' 

‘ It AN'as in 1 he .sumrii' r la t oimiirae’ 

‘ \Mi( n I yiit an < nd to 

Ije^lhoiielit of Lisdla aifti was sikiit. ."fildd'nly he re- 
rneinlxTisl fi-r ]>as-ipn, lar mhiis'e aina^st in aia' ]<ralMiis\a 
he? desisair w la n he larB*' \Mf h la r. id la ■ is na mheri d la r 
lo(*kg the soTind (»f lar \oi(S' m tli^' i .iainaisha 't' drarMiw- 
room wla Vi ^la' said, ' ^’oii wmr' kind M^nleh to hi t a 
thousand nretofi\'- huiidr< <1 aeaiio-l nae I oiiK^ waiil'sl 
to thjmtt \ ou. nieht. Can lit,' 

II Liselta knrwv ! If sla- eould s- - him imw I 
' ' W hy do \aiu look so L'la't'- Y '^said 1 )o|o]-< s, -hovly. 

She lifted hoigeup fi'oiii lla- ;ti'm of tia' (‘hair and di'ank 
^.(►me igiore t(^a. lie' (‘lofjd eon^mg (Jown on him loo ? ’ 

♦ ' I — ik was stupid of to gn lo the gah; and meet yeu,' 
he re^^h/ d. B( cause of ihe ehauffrur.' 

I woadeiaal that^A'oii did itS 
' But you ^aid nothing.' 

No— Avhen it was done Avliat was tfw u-^e ? 

' 1 rnightn't to have let him see m<>]mo\v that I wa5 h(‘rc. 
But Arheii I kne\V you were tln ro I forgot r verything. But 
I doiik stippov? it matters. Uh, how I hate all the things 
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that tie us djwn, thal prcvt-ut us from being free ! Rut we 
won’t tliink of thciri to-dav.’ 

Ijis voicE chaiigt’d. Tliv' L^ave/almost sad look \ven,t out ’ 
of his faoL*. ^ 

‘ No one will coinr horr 'now. We ara on the top of the 
world.’ ^ ' 

Hr stood Up. 

Will you have some m<>re t^ a ? 

' No, thank you.’ 

She yvit up, to(t, las if m reply t(t hn resMess iii< iv- ruent, his 
chafy^ed voier. Idey hud sv.uyht the shddfe Idut surely 
they needed Ihs' sun. ^ 

‘ le t us L^o out ! ’ sh-' suid. ' I ha\ (' seen iiothiiiy here 
yet.’ 

' I will you e very t liir y.' 

She did not put on te r h;it, tut opened her parasril and 
went eiiit on to tile terree'S r\ low eopine (d stone, perhaps 
a fo< 't and a half tuLdi, run at >ny it. R'sj O' rani unis hl< )(snie4 
in irr)n-elani])''d tubs dose to th*' lienise. Some small pol- 
larded trees thre\N puteh* -. t.f ^ h;id'' on the wrinkl'd earth, 
Krminia and her f.atle r hail disu|i|)h*ar<‘d. The inn, with 
its yreerv woodru shutt'Ts eloMu], \wi'. hlv<‘ a d' srrtcd house 
aslh'ep. Nothing niov<'d hut u whit'’ eal , whi'di lonked as 
if it had just NNash'd its- If for tie' y< ar so ex-pjsitely (dean 
was it. SI(»wly, and, wall. my witli a p< eiiliar d-dieuC'y, it 
eross-'d til-' far < iid of Uh-- t-easaer and waiiish' d, yoiny down 
th<‘ slop-' whieh I'd to til'' p' ry-da of th'' loW'.r yard'.m. 

' Shall I show voM fh'' h'>u^o lird t 
‘ Yes.’ 

‘ lleded tlw way up th<‘ st'p -■/ 

' Till is t h'‘ sittiiiy-rooni.' « 

Dolorew shut her [*arasol and stepped irisuife Dwectly she 
was in tlv room, sh'‘ said : 

' The Pojie her'' ! ’ 

'Why rest ^h>u will hurl his portrait in hundreds of 
houses of this kind threuyh all Italy.’ i 

‘How sad he looks ! And all th'W'; wruuen in ruffs, and 
the doors ! Wind a stranye liftt; room I 

She sat down by the table and laid her parasol on the 
white cloth. 

‘ Is it true ? ’ she said, ‘ that at Genazzario, on tl e way 
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here, th^^e is a famous Madonna, tfy:* Madonn-a dd Buon 

Cunsii^lio ? ’ 

* 01 c^»ursc, quite true. But ' 

' As 1 \va^ CoTuinq out nf Ch-na'/zano a man, v;ho#was 
dire(‘tiii!^r the chauff<'ur, said, "W- Ili<‘ ladv want to visit 
the ehapt'l oi Ihr (idnujia dd ('onsidin ? '' ' 

' C(aniiut ’^it (t( ijuzziLie* ! Ihit it is on tle^ %‘aid ! You 
never ouvht to Ra^v^ eofi.- tle re/ * ^ 

' yut we did. Th'- (‘liaiiff' iir mad'* a mistake. And so I 
did of) tluTe. Lift I did i%>t ss-e tie' Madonnnd 
' ^Vhat does ij" matt«T 

She did iis)f answer. She ra>t w]) from 1le' takha 
' \S)ur'A’(.»om js m.h^'re/ hcsarr s.'nd, opcniiio ilic door to 
the l<dt near tlR*hV<neh ^^ln<l<>^^ . ^ ddi<‘ fjotter ro(jm is the 

hest, l.R'eausr (sf the h;iIeo:iy.' 

Sle; Yeiit in. If-' st<M»d fof u momr[if, as it und' eid(_'d. 
'Th<'n h(,' came awav froi/ tie' d<»^»r, and wallced round ths^ 
sittiny-room examining tie- ^>i('l ur< e. ]\< lit a (‘iyarette, 
Vent yut to tie.' hah'onva arid slood hy lie' rail stariiiy into 

the distaneo. • * 

Surslv he had cliosen w'< 11. 1'liis ]»la<‘e w'as remote, 
althoiiLdi <)nly two hours hy moOc’ fr<»m locie'. And it was 
in a maLMiift('ont po-^ilion. ^Xo on^ w onld 4 '< »ne'. Tie' inn 
waA hnv, aiel 1 )olMr< s liad tlio wIeT' of il. Tlioy wore in 
ai^ almost' porfoet •solrfiido. 'J’ho hl-ntd qiiiela-ned in liis 
\'eins. ■'Ihit# 1 lot .ros had stranyolv iflh rod hisjnood since 
she' had ^;Ti\'od at 1 ho mn. Noxoi^had hoj"- ll Ik.f to he so 
stranye, S(.‘ enystoHous. as now. Tie- le aror ho drow^ to lier 
* t^ho ^ler^ ijitiniatoly ho (eane inyi le r Iifo, tie more pas- 
sir -rfdfoly le.' d •sired le r, 1le' neu*' stronel\' ler e\as eonseir)US 
that sho was mvslonous, llial,/sle' olnd'd him. lie had 
neyor felt thus ith anv ••in''r 'Ionian. And in le r mysteiw^ 
*^^as th< r*‘ ngt a'eiu’eeis, an ue xf>lie;ihlf sadie;->s ? 

Liso^ta had lioM %e > nustorv su<'h as tins, etasa, hrilliant 
wsaq^n of Ije- world lie Ayh sho w;is. lie h;id ho'Ci ss) sur(.' of 
Lisotta. Borhu])-. ^.ocii le- wsniM f(( 1 aeeain that stnise of 

sur<'n( .s^, of donniialiny marde hmI, Inch le' now (.tsiri d to 

> . 

{(."(■1, which it rnmi miglil alwuvi tu fed. Yei. ']'■ i-murro'VT 

all wseild he different. 

Agijiii the htv)d leaped in his veiiL. And he flung away 
the f^aini uneasiness wiiicli ^ad Ijeguii to tarnish his joy, 
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his triumph. And ^dien, presently, Dolores returned to 
the sit ti ny-re)om, the cloud had lifted from his f[j.ce, from 
his beariiiy. And lir looked like man, who, ah l^ist, had 
his hands on his yr<'aiest (h sires 

The rooms are very ^iniphs’ he said. ' I 've been so 
aceusfe aie (1 to iseiLdiiiiy it, liv ins^ anvho\v, wh'Ti F ’ve been 
shootiiien tint perhaps I Uu a l)ad ju([i^e:: for you. Do you 
Tate them ? ’ , , 

' No. I havo been out on the baleonv.' 

It h' a, Lus at veav, isn't it ? ' ' 

^ t fid. Tako nw to that })rro(da under the balcony. 

1 'vc berii looking down on its ureen roof.’ 

It ts a reyidar hidine'-placo.^ And there \s a bciuch. 
C(mie.’ 

Th(‘y went out, turiesl ih'* anek:- r»f the inn. descended the 
slojuny ]>a! h braieath the bah/miy of 1)' T cs's' room, and came 
into the peryola. ^ 

' Let US sit down here,’ (t saVe sai<l. 

Yes And Iheti, [tr'-v ulba I dl r'ol till towards eyenirii:^.’* 
lie toueli'sl, but (»ni\ jmt t(eiehMl, h'T hand with the 
back of his. almost as if by aeeid< nt. 

V()u shall r'ot. 1 'll 1( a\'e \'(»u. 1 'll eo <lo\vn to the 

lloina for a httL, o\s.r the st.pi; hei-e. Tle rs^ tea jiath that 
takes yriu to lie' inn without a'Cne thrMueh tlw tvwn, But 
need I stay away from y<»ii \ < ry kci- V ' 

He felt, end strane'hy considn-iiiL: the cireme Tan ,:es, the 
delicacy of Ict omanhoo(l, i he atm<e,phere of sensitiveness 
in wdueh slw ahvays se^ nierl to mo\ss ' )h. 1 h \ difference 
betwxwn her and Lisetta ! , Andie a 'An d the ( juestioi} rr('ntl v. 
tryiny not te> slew too plainly hi . (h are. But he w Wn-d 
wdth an ardour wlii(‘h was ahie>st savaye tliat the sun would 
sink and the darkie ss fall ah yut them. 

D<-)lores sat down on 1|i(' narrow le.aich and he sat V^eside 
her, but not quite eloS(' to Iwr. IF- di<hnot dare to d<') that 
just then, he-eause of In^ nature. ^ She h »oked ^ dowm over 
the olivc-co\XTed slopes that stretrdied away brTaV the 
peryola, and saw ties white rread far off with its faithful 
ccq^resses near it. Sc)me peasants wsre passing on a binding 
path, singing in chorus as they wamt. They disappeared, 
slowly, among the trees, but their voices were audible, 
floating up through the sparkling air, after tjiey were ^oue. 
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Th(-y \Hl their soni:^ behind them, li^^‘ a kind and light- 
hearted message. 

' 1 rnjiJ: have a little rest/ Dolores said. ‘ Do you go 
down there to tlial ro;ul 

' Y(;s. That \s w'licre the lw>Tn;^is/ 

' I hn t'hid I (‘afnr up h' r(‘ in'4< ;i(l/ 

'You eoiifd not liav(; s1;i\'((l 1h<r<'. if is ruhit on the 
hivh r(ead. 1 )Ut a+^1 hisTine' <►[ the*vi ar e\ ery e)ne is away.^ 
No one we^ know’ wouI<i pass.' 

Dii^ ('! ly he hafl speTeit from tin; road arose^ a^ cloud of 
w^hite dust. .. , * ^ 

It tra\^ lh'(f quieldy, dispers<al, disaj »] h ared, iK slI iiig\>aek 
fror^ a sn^all, dark object.* 

‘ Ther<' 's a motor (‘omine ! ' sai<^ ])o| »res, 

‘ Not hens No one will cone; le.r*'. You have the‘ whot:* . 
house.’' 

' Jhit to an iim ' • 

0 

'No one sk ill (listiu’b ve)U.^ I have spoken t<') Ik nedi tto.’ 
But^l holor'W si ill lo(T<'d lixedl\^ down at the pl.ie-* \s here 
tie- dust had beean And He' liehl df'':n t« (l sohl^ dad aw’ay 

iiito sikaiec. 

' Diat \ S( line on<.' eoinv t o Si ibi;i<*o, no doubt said CVesarra 
firmly, eh' < Dully. ' Subi;i<s) i^ (juito near Ig^i'e,’ 

' 1 knows' 

' Whv do you al wMys»lo(_»k at that road ? 

' I (k : kt twe »ws' 

She g( )t Up restlessly. 

' Let us go bad to the t< ri’;iee. And tli' H I think I wall 
. rest.^ V,jii*sec^ it was a lone, hot dri\ e. 1 As- ])]'(. ie;l)l a 
bee b. I Can sit (jut and look at Ale views and I'eaJ till you 

v>mel)aek.' - 

• 

' When may I (‘ones Dol(1r<\, 2 

Sh' waited, ]<-oljng at hum Vheii she said : 

' DA lie' terrae<*idl t-'ll you.' 

'Don't ^)U hke this pergola? I like it better than any 
other part of the gn^dem’ 

' Why ? ’ 

‘ Because house IS liidden.’ 

‘ \S\s, hut I don’t know. I think, wlnni I am alone, I v.!]! 
sit on,the terrat^.’ * 

She did not tell him thnt^ under the pergola she coidd 
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not hear th<‘ childrcr^'s voices, and that she needed to hear 
tlcTii ai^ain. 

He h'T haek to a \so(Mleri bench \\hi(‘h had jts ba(‘k 

a^aKist th'‘ i\y-e()vered arlxeir in which tle v had had tea. 
She l()<d:ed quickly awaeyto the town, which now' was full 
of *u‘( s. I 

Yes, 1 VI sit la r<‘/ 

I 11 ef t th<‘ rfidisr Irnitinr.^ 

N<», dnlid. 1 like this b< I icin' 
lie 1/1(1 f( ir a minute. ^ 

^ ' Shall I f( tell \n\\ voiir lx nek 

Vvill exei ? 1 left if on a diair eai the bah'ony.' 

He Went t<( fetdi it, uiid elaiKx d at the 1 lUc a-s lY bro’^iy^dit 
it to h*'!'. It was 111' sr(x_)nd jart of (ex FtiJjst. She 

^ thank' d him and 'oaxl : 

\ < »u are e( .0(1 to rri's' 

eoo,l to m'‘ ! ' h'‘^ whis])'T d, h aiiiny down to her. 
‘ A\ hen may I (x eii'* ? 

She looked away to Ih'- little towm lixedlv. Then she 
said in a low voi(‘e : 

\\ hen it 's (wx iiinek 
H f l\irin.d a\‘-uy blnv.ly and 1 . ft li^ )■. 


(_ii.\iaia; xxxiir 

WiTEN !'e had yone Dolor* , ojx n'd In r lIMle lx')ok.*'*“Shc 
ylanc'dl at t Ix' m ar 1 ha end < >f tlx- \ nlnnxs aixl her eyes 

lit on the w < »r1s, ‘ Macna It'Cealnx.' Imnxxhal ' Iv six- shut 
th' - l)(M»k. \\ hv had dx- brcmehi it ? In c*.niiny a>^av from 

Pal a/'/o ParlH rini six- had (-aiiLdit it up diVhoiit es'eii Ceadiny 
the title. Ilei’ th'Xiaht had been"* nx re|\o 'UmustUias'C 
S(mietluny.’ Ihit to-dav six- <iid ixsf womf phil' »sop[iv, the 
ruthless workiny out of ’iiunishni'-nt of sin, the tray' dv of 
women brouyht before her mind.' She laid the brxsk (h)W n on 
the earth at her feet and, turniny on the bench >^he gazed 
at Olevano. From this bench, away in the town sheacould 
see an open space surrounded by tall, narrow house?, the 
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plavi^ronnd oi tha childn'n \\hose \n\cts filled her rats now 
Cesare wans gone. Sha saw’ ehil(lr< rn diminishc'd by distance 
to tin\ ^Iftipcs, rushing hitle r and tliitle r, crossing and re- 
-crossiTig the spae<\ vanishing, rrsapp- aring, never still ?s’cn 
for on^ iystant. fury of fifr t^rne^d to govern tti'cn, life 
that came' (jiiJVd ne itle rs, lifi* that fjt le rs h^l le li)' (i to bring 
into being. At thaU in( »ni' nt, as sh<- o;l/,< <1 af th<‘ little 
darting shapes, uihft< --.f f,»r th^^ first time in h<'r life Dolores* 
felt iierseH to beyatlcr the minute fi-agm^nt < *f a gigantic 
whole than an isolat'd iiM^ividuah • • 

‘ D'S T niaihu*? ’ she thought. ' Exce pt as that frag^nent# 
witfiout wliich th'' whole would be ineom})h to— perhaps ? 
Do 1 matte]' A ^ 

Conddore^"ions rd good and o\ il^ow’ dropped aweiy frr»rn 
her. it wns ^is if [)' r tired mi^d sled them, no fmger able* 
do bear tie ir burd' n. sank mio a <’iirious cenditnm 

of (o mteiii] )lati \0' f-tharct’, durm* \vhieh h' r whole being 
fcemed to her to be str^'l<‘le d oip , ^ xtefekd, till it ^Vl^s like 
s^»me tw mg \'ery fragile and 1hm tliat^alm<eg as a mi^t, [xt- 
ire'at^'d great spac s. FamtKe \'er\’ famtiv and \mgnely, 
sir felt tliat '-Ic i)ef)iig'(l l<> 1 he inn and lie' seaislem to the 
(jh \a - sf )pi s , to the hide k ex n Me r* ■ lx f e.s h ' r. t ( t he < >] )en 
spaee and tlie calling ('hild»''m t(» tie' \all<^'r sleeping in a 
gisfh.m ha/y , to the ddieaf*' liie'S ;iiel fofE of tic ranges of 

hi'b, to 1 he nakx'd am in )arbari<‘ llanl.-^ of tic Sabine moun- 

• • 

tains. ^ ^ • 

M agna deecatiiw l>ut lew can any siuier br- great, r>r 
any sm ? jsol h sut' ly ws're sjnall a'> tiee,.' ehildis n mo\ang, 
alne*.! b. In ‘hurrying iiceets, in 1 h;^f spae'e le nme, 1 m by tall 
houses, 

Dstlores had Udn ii a s1ej> 1ln#t wnsfntefuh She wsis on 
her way perheps ro rmm eer(;ni'^\^ to mil And she was not 
• a bao^ws »mau. Shv ought, n > doTi bi, at that moiii' - nt to have 
fieen ill a cf Cidition f.f f ebrif' e\(‘il oTieiit, ' strung up,’ lasled 
by i^\l inifulse^ (‘armsl awav into seme region m wim •h ai 
val'ii-s Were (■h:u(!'' i4. 

• 

Ihit she wms ne>t. On the contrarv, mw that she w^as 
alone, her normal amount of fee ling setgued f sseje d. Pres- 
ently she felt almost sluggish, like — s^e faneied — umr (sf tlose 
Italiati womrm who, with erosseri arms and staring eyes, 
lean yor (?ver upon the sills of Arindows looking into the street. 
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But shf* ]()nk< <1 not' into the street but into the world, this 
great world of \\oods, of slopes, of valloys, phuns, hills, 
mountains, that r\as only a niinUte fragment, ali\iost> in- 
finitr'^iniah of tin; r\Iiol<a 

As tho aft- rnoon waiiodNier eyrs did not wander any rnorf; 
tie; imehtt landseap(\ Tie' children’:^? plavgrouinl 
held th« ni. Lifo seoiies^ to eone( iit"^a\e itself in that small 
Sjm'o h' inmod m by d\\-lliiigs, r\ler(‘ the littio forms ran 
and hapi'd, and t!e‘ littt' voi(S‘s sent foith their ehrill eries 
of }iap])iie;ss and rnerev. \\ hat ar<‘ women meant fetr ? 
edie k^iourdit. Arid lle;re eame, like a sigh/ tlnaeiLdi the 
siha r-orei n ohxa s the aTisr\/ r, ' To e-ir e life — to Iruid <>11 the 
torch t(^ jM Mi.l'' the plav'jronndsn »f tie; wo^Jdd 

Wie n til'- - \ening rv ;ee i.Llline F< -^are returned, eorning up 
by the sle]U' bek)\v tie* long p re«'la. The while cat .aeeorn- 
panied him rai to the te]-raee, lif'ing le r tail, [irehing her 
baek, walking on t i|»t( .e. tuid torevsing against his legs, her 
yellow eyes dull <'f a musing d- sire. 

^ are rested ? ' he said. 

‘ Yes, (plite/ / 

‘ I think it must be dimeT-timed 

Tie leolod towards the inn. and saw the broad form of 
Eniiinia moring m tie- sit t ine-r< m an. 

'Yes, she’s la_\’ing the lalTs X<»liody has disturkied 
y< ei ? ’ 

'Nod 

Vou see, T eijose W(‘ll for usd 
Cle >se ! ' she said. 

' "\d‘S, when I thoiadit ■/' ( tlevano and Fasrv Id usiaii 
FTmima tinkled a b- 11. Thyv walled towards the house. 
Soil]) w as smoking on the tabl b. tw < ' n the / b Father and 
the cardinal. Although artidieial liakt \\as not yet raas'ssarv 
n lam{> ^'^as liaditMl, and ,>hed adluslyy ygl-s gk ov ov' r the 
vase of pink roses, ddie door into, the bidrsMim was enre- 
fullv shut. Dolores sat at the eardinabs side 01 the table. 
Cesare at th(' end, w ith his ba(‘k to tie; ])ost -impres..ionist’s 
vision of s])ring and of love. IF- hel]Kal the soup. 

That evening he felt it impossible tr) make c )nv(Tsation. 
To do that Would be to treat Dolon-s as a casual aeriuaint- 
anee. They, he and she, were surely beyond the impotent 
regions. He scarcely spoke. And he never lelt the silence 
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to be awkward. The dinner was a batl one. He noticed 
diat fact and had no wish to apologise te> Dolores. hat did 

niatt< i'«oti sneh a nii^dit as Ihis Y 
^ leniiinia pnured out n d wiiae '\hn«) d* ! Pa* se/ int*) fhe 
tliek Lftas^'.'S. IL fc 1 \\(Te (»n the iuiev<‘n l)rieks 

as she* wijnt, r|tDi'‘r h'-avilv, to aiel fr<». P>4n' sh t to j)assrd 

bel iw on tla^ t^ ns'iee, :aid Ih'' s1t'< »nea. raa sue 11 (tf*the Ijlack 
cii^eT’ he was siaolv^iiiy [x Ti^-t raf < 'd inlo 1 h^ I’ooni. Pells 
s<>uij(Vd in De* hid^i< ri Ponh. Whs it th^' Aiejehis rine-ine ? 
No, surelv it wars too ];ttf, ^hkI Ih^- leeir tie' Ane^hfs was 
i^e)ne w'^'th tin- hriahl <l;iy. Tie- red wiie' was t^^in, 
but lest (ysaer-s'abt retler swe<'l. Perha]>s Le'iiedetto 
had e.pHned a sp'‘vaal* bottl#. t'esais- noties'd that Dolores 
did red toiieh.h'.'r elass. • 

' AreifT y(*n^yoine tn try tla^wine (d 1 hr- eminlry ? ' he 
ask» d her. 

No. 

Thit IkaiedettM will b</ rpihs' hurt if V'su dofiT.’ 

‘ P<'n#<letto ? ’ 

' Dur laiell' >rd.’ 

1 (h'lht waiiil t*. hurl, his f<'<'liiiy^. bu1 I d'Cid care for ana' 

ilie t( eliiehf . Is || e. m m1 Y 

^ N<d bad.’' • 

Eriiiiiiia Ya'^aiylit in 1 he \'al. (^-ais' was not vi'iy 

hur.jry, but Iw ate <juiet,1y. T)<»lMr< s ;yi' \s r\' litlle. 

Nielit fell.* ddie dinner \\a^ lini^^'d. ()nl\' plate of 

oraiiyrs reiaaiued on the lalAs The litlt» T'(»oiii loolod 

diffeivnt ijoA He'd 1 h' held day had b f( it. Tie.' woua n 

in ■ ruffs '.,A ho w-T-' aiiaiiwd oii wall bdiind ])Mlor('S 

s'.'eiiied ( < » reaeird ^ar*' w 1 1 h a s( r. .ne< r <'\ pr* ^ e »n, a .4iyhl ly 

ereader intsHieem^ . D> T ala i^'e. d up aiel met tie' e\a:s, 

tie' sad eves, (d tie' H-'lv PalleV. Sie- tleiiejlit of him, a 

prisoie.'f in his imiwtie'' pal. a''' TM’.^()nd the (anwany liie: 

ot tie' hill whieh sTiut in tie' \ae\v from 1 he t< rraee. She 

... • 

, W'oTeI(«i^,;d if , *111 his manv i^raxars, le' oft< n pra\a d for prtor 
women. Then she •thoii;_dil of tie, ^^(nIl)ln/a del Buon 
Conemho ;4t (tena/'/aie ). She had led. easitod tie' M.elonna. 
The Madonna would not offer a ]aa\a'r for le r soul to-niglit. 

' Have yrai quite finished Y ’ said C'^sare. 

' Yes^ quite.’ • 

' Shiyi go. out ? Then Errninia can clear away. I 
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dare say she and hr; fathur to Ivd early. Or perhaps he 
yoes do\Mi to thr town at ni^dit.’ 

‘ Vh;s, kt us go out.’ 

^^hr r'd up. 

‘ Drn’t y(>\i want a wrVip ? ’ 

' Oh n('), I d' »rdt think o 

Sh* ‘ wcht to thr 1 );ilr( (n\' ;iii( 1 st< m h V tlw rail f< >r a rnonrait, 
kjoking vrrs' tall, \S'ry slirtil. Crsure ’/kdrli' d Iilt, startling 
in thr rr)oin. She turn'd. , ,, ’ 

' Ko,'it 's quitr warniS 

tjhe drs(‘rnd' rl ( h'/ st- ps. krtiiinia app< avr(.i h.v ttie dos)r 
at tie: hark < d lie; r- m an. ^ 

You eun rk ar au.ayS said' (k sarr. OTlie ledy \vond 
want aiiyttiing rieue h»-oiLdit.' 

‘ tirr- ll' li'/a, , , 

][(' ]' M .k'sl at }]>•]'. ddeai \[r : 

M )<) y* >\i I' 'ck up at iiialil ‘y' 

' ('ouic nnde. \<»h'Mly r..ne,s up le is 

It' I'.n't le r< .^-.ann 4)f Cours's d/reh'r (S;;;)/ 

Hr V\r/it out. 

Fa’iniitia rl''ar< d away sl-'wly, shnok rut tle‘ et^th, spread 
it again ^ r tie' 1 ;ih|c, s' \ 1 h'- lamp on il , wgiit out to i hr 
hack rrgioii^, jpel shut tie- (!'".( h- IhimI le r. 

At ry lat'r that molif, wIiMi Ol' \ ano st [)t p'ofoiuelly, a 
gleam still steair foyn tli<‘ mn, hut led from thr sittmg- 
rotuu wino'( 0 \. It was, s< ru l^y a man who vrry sloulv, and 
as if Wf ak <sr <>ppr<'ssr(k mado lim \\ay in the gf'mle starlinlit 
uj) I hr slope that h'd from lie' load hv tie* (Og)!’! ssrs, to the 
long jergola hrn-'afh lOr haleonv of Dolois's’ krimo'sm 
Brforen^tart 1 rig on his walk up the lull this man leul written 
and (h spatrle'd a t'ftrr Y) a, wouian, a Idr' ssiiig it t(» a 
palaer in Itijine, and putliog m one eoruej the ^yordo 'Fur 
segnirc.' ^ ' 

The night was still and undistiirhrd tiy any wind. The 
air wins waarrn on tie; Iowst slopes of tie* hihs, gre^v 

freslnu as thr man asr/aedril. But ht did not notice this 
fact. Hr did not look at th<' dim outliiu'S of t|ie mountains. 
He did not look up at the iture Hjs eyes were bent on the 
ground, or roved aroiind searching for the wav, until they 
perceived the light in the inn. Then they fixed thelnselves 
steadily on that. 

1 
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It was just after one o'clock when Ih^ man drew near to 
the lower walk of tlio inn ^eird'Ti. ikfore enterini^^ the 
yard' ll 1\^ •jwiusod, and <1 u]> at tie" lieht. It shone 
i;imtl{% but st*\'i(]ily, fr(»m tie' J-'n ie'h window whi(‘h g^TrW^ 
on to iw e balcony of Dolores’ beflr^oiii. This wiie.losv was 
a liltks yav onen, arid was |n'o|eel( (] bx” green shutter. 
The light shoie' lliise^eh the ap-Tfui’e, not tliDieigdi the 
shutter. But aluio^ mine diatf l\^ aTler tleyuTTn al e»f the 
leictu^nal yandsacr and Ins poTme'd jiau.e n< 1 far from 
the wnidoxx, it was |ni died ftp ns- \m, 1' ly <'|>en, imd tl^^ iigure 
of a man eaim^ (#ut upon Flie ]»aleoiiy. lie stoo<i looking 
out to tlie^night, and the man anemg llie oIi\'e-trees iftsar 
by, n.oti'n^l ess r nd Husccfi^ slar'(l up at hmi. Tlem he 
turned, epoke to soliie (We m tie' b'sjroinil b( lillel him, we'llt 
in and (J(-sed tjie I'js le‘h Wiiekea. 

As socin as Ills' \xiiek»\v was ahut tie' man standing outside 
moved less eaufiously, aieka'^ if \\ i^h a reieosol of strength 
}')Ui'p‘ sse, fo/\\;ird int-a the^gurden, and arrixsal at tle^ 
en trail (‘If to the yx i g( »la w le re ( '< oa is ■ hi e 1 1 )< 'lovi s 1 eel %at in 
the aft^'meMSii. lie kielo'd hD feol Heain-a the sline' Inmeh, 
bent.'*f(dt it yilti one [E'in<h and sat d-eAn upeii it \< aning his 
lja(‘k aeainst the wall. Ife vs a (o the enfi'aiiee (,f the 
jeTgola. and TH ii.-ath lie' i'hs^ieh window aiifi the f»aI('on\g 
l)Ut dixkded I^s nn t hem h>y t h'' narrow d- - ,(e ndmg pal h w hieh 
w H'^ iieai'ly l('\'el with t le ♦pel e, I'l m d. \\ le n he W as seated 
he sighed*, te)^k off his soft ha I, laid 1^ down 'Cl 4- 1 e.‘ bench 
beside liim, then felt m Ins hip [»'a\rg foujid something, 
drew it oug and laio that ako (k>wn on tie; stone, vc'ry care- 
full}" 1 #- edg' 1 }n d h la (knee he sa t^sl 1 11 fer a \'ery long time 
with ms lead slfeditlv b< nt, aj^parenlhe h'.lemng, (U waiting 
for sone'thing. glider the j)mLwla it \s a-s daid: and per- 
feetlv sil elk, T’herc' was not a s«^iiel in the night. 

^ Brrwently, rsanewlg ie far awaxg^i. b- 11 faintly sounded the 
hour. was two ddie man diehl 1\ dnfl < d on the 

^ st( )ie;.«.* Ills l^ead di'oi >ped*f' a aid a ! i f t k ii e u'e. And again 
he sighed TUofoundlxii Tljeji he j)ut, forth ha liaiel and felt 
for an instant at the object he had taken fiom his hip 
pocket and laidVso caref nlly beside him. Satislk d appar- 
ently, he removed his hand and dro[)ped it on his knee. 
Th L-n he whs perfectly still, ivs if hI teiitivcly listening 

for sometiiing. .Nearly unotUT hour p.-t^xed by without 
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incident. Then suddenly the man started \iolentIy, and 
uttered a h<»a]se ex(‘laniat inn in a harsh and alriKsst shrill 
voice. A \vhit(" cat had stnhai into the jnrydla aiid hssj 
ri?l>h''d acairist liis I(y'‘s. In a nioniciit he Jiad s' izeal aii^l 
straiied' d it. Th' U lv\.{ell haeV:, VtrsathiUL^ Va avily. Fax 
away th<‘ hell sounded three. And direetly afterwards 
tin re (sai^'e from alMUe the e-iatinsr s/)und nf a liadlv hltino 
w'indMW beinu ,| )Ushed <»])en. ddie man in ^he ])era()la xiped 
his faC'‘ and his hands with a handk< r(‘liief, y 't iij; took 
hold of, the tliiiiLt he had laid 'on the bench, lifted it, and 
mo\'ed t(.» the < iitran(‘e of tie' jMTuola. 

Vhere wans the sound of a shot. lie fell, drejiping the 

pistol. ^ r 

Itoloisw cjirne out upon the l>aleonv, stor>d moved in — 
a Hash of wliite in Ih'' hsdit from tli-- lamp -an<l laxme to 
Cesare, w lio was in the a(a of le.-u mu tli'* sit 1 1 ne'-roi )m bv 
the balc'oiiv that \<d ‘>’b'.ide stairea-scs She cauyht 

his arm. 

' »u la ai'd ? 

' \\’liat \s as it ? \\ Imre rlid ii eome from ? \Vas it ? ’ 

‘ A shot the p- I'uola und' r the window.’ 

' Hush ! 1 T< mi the p. ru< *la V 

’ ^ es;^ 

TIm\^ stood loolunu at eaeh other. Xe> (.ne .dirr* a in the 
inn. Jhueahito and Isrmima, sk^piije at the back, i^ade 
no sien. 

' I must po [o Sec wliat \s liapp< twd. who it is ! 

His face Was st< mb' uia\e, tisaiMcd. 

■v.s,’ _ ■ 

' ]hr^ ’ h' paused, 

' I dl csjine \\ith \'ou ! ’ ,Mo|or<'S wluspcrad. 

‘N.e’ , ^ 

She elimu to liu arm. \ ( pui- ll\ he to( k hsdd of he^ 
hand. AihI his was Jinn, Avarmly proP'cli\'c. 

' Carissima--wait ! In a moment I 'll l>e back.^ * Don’t 
stir, unless vr»u hear anv om- eominp i i the house. If you 
do, po back to the room, turn out tla^ lamp, giAAnto bed, 
]>retend to be sleeping. Hush ! Zitto I 

lie dr(a])p( d her liand and disappe^nred m the darkness. 

Dolores reinaimal where she was. Sdii." wms shaking. 
Bending her head forward she listened, A hat seemed to 
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her an imrrft?nse time went by slowly. T^ie inn was always 
\sTap[)'‘<l in silence. ]?<‘re'(_b^tt<) and his daiiediter had nut 
stins-d. • last she h^'.ard ^^'llat sounded like a creepini/ 
f(Vjlstc^) outside, and Cessare re-entsus-i 1 the room. l)<)l(jr€s 
spranu t'i him. put his arm roi^i^l leT and elrew her into 

the Ix'drouitl. She I?nd:<-d at his < y<.s. 

' Otn hat is ft ? ^^dy> 

‘ Hush I ' 

He* lyade her sit down on the led. 

' It k a siueidod 
Under tin; ^)erjj>>la ? 

^ Vos.’ • • 

^ dde t mc^n—tlw laiulloi-d*^ ’ 

' No.' 

Ills faej^ friylit' nod In r. Sh*' drew elosi; te> him, with a 
straiiLe^ d(*epor Uoliny (d horroie ^ 

It ts Mont< briino ! ’ • 

■ yi iid(;hrune) 1 Tb IV ! ’ 

•it ts ]^r ! ^ 

^ And he ’s-- 

■ i h ad — tli'To on tho palin’ 

Sho said nolliiny. IL r \shilo face ](.»okod for a moment 
(s )nip!otely stu^)id. ^ 

' IL doad^ Not hine to he <1< )ii(; f(»r him. Hut — you!' 

lb- Tint hi^ liands to his^iend, took tlwni awav. 

'I must yet«awa}^ imm< 'dia t - 1 \'d ho whispored. ^'Before 
aindhuiLT is (ljseo\'orod. It must nov<_ >o kno\^-n I was hore 
\\ith you t()-n>clit.’ 

‘ N< e^iej, Uln hut ' ’ 

' Wtau — ^^alit ! " I du thinla'ne about you, eosur psthtion 
t(ymorro^v — n<», lo-daw A'dn n h' ^s found. ddci must pot 
back t(') Rome to-dav, ^arv euTK'. fore 1 ho authorities are 
feb‘h<'d froVii ^ho*t')\\n. V^ou nir^t be pe >iie bofore they 
Ct uin;, if ]aessihl' ■/ 

"^b ^w^? Hyw V 

' You d! li L\'o to pe> t^ack in iiiv mejte)r.’ 

^ But 

'My man \'rill* drive you.. He' dl nover sprak. Tie's 
always been witli me. I dl s^'iid him oarly, with a letter for 

Bene r No, wait 1 That won’t do !* Grdu Dio f ’ 

' Let me go now ! I dl go nov^ I ’ 
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' No ! No ! ' ^ 

‘ Yes, I 'll go now ! I can’t stay here with — him. I 'll 
go no^v ! ’ ,, 

< Slw tneci to sjiring up. Hi' held her de>\vn on the Ixd. 

'Dol.ires!’ 

^ 1 

SliE yirlil<‘d, trt'mblin^ violently. 

If y(AU go uAvay now ymi dl hr ruined. It is I who must 

' But I cand ' 

' You must. Unlrss— — ’ 

Sudd^'iily hr srizrd Ittdh hrr Hands. 

Unless you will fa(‘e il all, Irt it all he kiww'ii, let me stay 
:ill the dawn, plot' id y(tu 

An ('xprrssKtn of ImiTor distorted her nice. 

' Never ! Never ! 

She drevv aw ay Ic r hain. .. 

' I dl stay alone Iwre. 1 'll ^\ay, lie — he nwant to ruin 
me.' 

^ Tie V ' 

She pointed to the w indow. 

' Ydi;it d< » y< ai n wan ? 

' II(’ alwa\ o made nc' afraid.' 

She shool: nwro ri *n\ uhi \ ely. Hrr teeth diattered. He 
tried to put his arm iwimd her. ^ 

' No, no ! 1 )< ai't toiieh me iiov ' 

' d'heii ' dii^ low voiee was ulmo^l st( rn- yrci must do 
tliw.’ 

' .Anything -anything you t^H me 1 

' \\ Iwn 1 go y<Mi must get mlo hed. Try' t.) rewi. Ke^gs 
the Vv ind< ov < >p< ri.' ' ^ 

^ Ad s, anyt hmg. anyl Igng 1 

'Dimelly \s »u lienv Iv'Uod.gl.t moving, direclly he finds 
til' fiody, and you le ae liiiji (‘all oiil gM > to tjH‘ hali’ouv. 
Speak to him in fore any one else oae'.j- A on know usithing. 
But wh(‘ii h<' t< 11s yon, UEata' hin. und< r^tnnd that you imist 
get away, that \ ou ean't he mixed up m such [i tiiniLe that 
he \s not to go to lh<' town till you aro yoiiv . ii e 'll miller- 
staTid. And — yr»u must t'll tiim he wall have iiiuiiev.’ 

Doll Wes felt phv'sieid iimisea. 

' I 'll settle it with liim Inter. It 's tl^ie only tlgng to be 
done. Then you must go,^oii f<jot down the slype till you 
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reach the road. The iiiote>r shall fetch \Vu. My man shall 
be there. Go back to Konic at once.' 

^ ‘ M_v thTnt^s ! 

Can you carry the driessing-case with you ? 

^ Yes f Yes ! ’ • 

' Give me tl|e* bay noev. [ ‘11 take it witipme. Aiiel my 
man will inanayc aboiif it. Dnn't tlunk (d all tha^. Trust 
to me.' lie te)UC^ie(T her slee\(‘. ' Veil miisV get this into 
the dif'ising^:eas(n' . 

^ \'es ! Yes ; ‘ 

' And 

' thir^^s ! My Ihinysj ' 

Cesare Wi;nt to«th<.' wiiel^eA, and st<M»(l th'S’e m silence 
kjokiny out tPw'aT’ds the per^-ia uiePr \\lii<ii lay the ce)rpse 
of M( »ntrj)run< evlnle t4ru>t int<» the* bay lie* ftwv 

tilings sh'' had br«»uylit \Mrti leu from Rome. lb' did not 
offer to h'i[) her. l\< dc^ n#! k ^ d: at fe r. S(»m(*thiny 
wkhin him t(id tiioi jiist then to I- I le r alone. His dark 
faee 'vva^ yrirn and s* t. At this ni'^n< nl le* wa. raying 
aya*ni^t the fat*' wlindi had Inried tlii. ntyht into tragedy 
an<l feaie 

‘ They are iy I 

I)(J op.'S Was wliwprriny. He Inried, b.'nt,Vhut the bay, 
took it up anfl t' trd its ^eiylil . 

r\ow I mi^d yo. 1).> \'.cj <[uil<' um^ rstand 

^Ye.s!"Y<Y' 

I dl get Ti.'^ek to Ijfouie 3 -. ill' ho\v. iiial \eMfi't 1 >(/ dilhcult. 
You had befler yet out in Ke»m(‘ and take th'* hist taxicab 

\sjti se^i to tie' palae'-. Mv man (fpo pi' tend somethiny ’s 

gone WTony with lus rnaetnie*, aiel that le- has to make you 
gAt out and ehangir TGI Ik y.Mk/i o I hal 1 II Prineipmo— 
shall comrMunn/p.b‘ with liim at -Pieo. Hr wdl und' aestand. 

How — w~' ite maijr^a moveiVeiit t«l take her in Ins arms. 

Sl|e slrrank keiek. , 

Een%— buHthat woniaii ! sle* whiuxred, 

‘ Worn;*! 1 

' Here ifi th<i; lljsuse I 

Tjen(*detto is her father, lie dl ser to her.' 

' Put if she gets up lirst ! If she liinls him ! What shall 
Ido?'* ' • 

‘ See^n to be flsleep till she *calls her father. Then you 
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must gtt him alonb before ]\r gofs to the town. The great 
thing is to make him understand about the monry. Then 
he dl sileiiw' liis daughter, lint you must do' that .before 
either r*f tlauu has any opjxsrtunity of talking. If I could 
stay and- — * ' 

‘ No, nu ! Ut) ]\()\\ I Uo ! ’ 
lie md\a (l towards hor. 

No, no ! ' dio r\’h]s] )er( ( I Nhar])lv. ' N(»t rasw I ’ 

ITis brows came down till lnsyy<'s wei’c alne'- t erareealed. 
Thni he lifted the bag and h f' the room without another 
wyrd. DoldVcs wmt to tie* I'l' iieh w indosv.eind looked out. 
In a moment she saw the dim ligure of sare ted/wv, walking 
slowly aial s'dlbo his right arm lifted, the bag aeaiiist his 
shoulder. 1)V (he mo\" nieiil of liu le ad she knew he lo<>ked 
up at Iwr, Th-‘ d< s(‘( nd< d, lie' sh>]Miig path till he reached 
the pdiiif A’vhei'r it luriied aluiytly. She ^hudd'iash Sl.e 
knew that iidw le as* <*|( •^\' I'o 1lic eoijo.c, Ifc did not go 
into the ])( rg(>la, but: (.leseeiehsi tn the Isdt, and was taksn 
by the dai'Lii' ss among the < )li\s. -1 r<'<''S, 

As he disappeared fiMin le r sight I)dl(U(s fdt a g^eat 
honssr r>f idt' r leneliness swc* p (wcr her spirit. She shrank 
away f"om the \sindow. It'lnnd Iwr was tje' open d'sor 
between iheVii'st l.x di'* M)m aial the sitt iiej-ro( ain Fe\a.»nd 
that, sh<' kne\'>, was tlw epcii IV<iieh window leading ts> 
the outside ste|»s. ,ShL' was ahn-'sl out r.f (bxM’s. \,hat 
protietioji had ^li' anaiiist the nielil and — it ! She sa^^' 
MontebriiiM'b blo.xl hot and exhau-.1<d eye> ivgaialing Inr 
with ]>it il< ^ serutiii \ . She sa^v the w i inkles ni' »\ing busil\', 
like h\nng indi\ iduali I i*' , < 'i> his domed f< a’ehead. ‘ S tie saw 
his hanging puckered eherl.s, his dr^Mgnng lips. Sh<‘ heard 
his Voice (flit t hf re in tie - d 117^1^'"^ ' ax^iiiLU Th- re is not nnaui 
ro<ua in life f( tr pit\'.' At7d she fell siek yi'h repulsiici and 
dread. Vet at lirst >.k'' <lar« d not go info the sitt i yg-rooin 
to shut tie ANindow. She sat (Ci, th<- edgo of tlu' bed, ^^tth 
her hands tighllx' ekmehed, In.leiiing, waitihg. N'tov she 
wished ahii'sst that shediad not let ( < sare g(». He was ready 
to stay. He was unafraid of opinion, ofygand<il, of con- 
demnation. Ah ! but h<‘ was a man, and h rwd In r. And 
slie was a woman, and did not love him. How' she hated, 
abhorred hersidf at that moment ! She felt sick because she 
wa.s alive, because such a woman was ahve. The abrupt 
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intrusion into this liigli and l<;>nely plaocf into this dt‘ad hour 
of the niyht, of oii'* Avhorn she knew, and of wlioui instinc- 
ki\e'ly sl^^ Hiad ahva^w Iv^eri afraid : the mystery of his 
jvresence, (»f his in^w) ileaihle aiei frielilful aetioii, se^un^sTto 
liave slikkeu the soi^l m[ her ouI < 'f^a^reLU' »ii of mania itmvlueh 
it had lony bef^T da < III inn Sh<' f^h lil: ■ "H'' whe» i)y a vio](mt 
blow had beiui nr»l sliii^jied, but reea[l(sl to Ir r trfte self. 

ILt true si'lf ! • ^PiL,ma ^(‘eivalrix ! Mallet* F' '’eal rix ! 
hnPih e f arr (sf tji' d-'ail^man i iiereas- •<_! upou le r till she 
Could no loiieer is'inam ■"'h'- wa^. And. ma^irty an 

ini ' lise eff(“ will, eli'' sb.A- into tie' darlc si 1 1 mc-rogm. 

The niyht^iii' niel le'r at tie' am<low liko a AvalAe'r \vho 
knew^wliat si' ' h\l <l*»ie'. 4t felt at h-a fae*e -^m■elv with 
liny'as of blind tlial are ,-vs— a-. <|Uiel:ly sle‘ diew the 
\vindo w *J:o\\ ar4^ ler, and >fl l''^e.'(‘ur''(l il. Tle'ii sin; Itjd 
b;e:‘k inI's the le'broi.iiL k^'viflly sle- ealle'iS'J iooithei’ the 
Ihmys th:il bbonc-'d to ff-i' ^ ]'< s •nc-ea>e. Sle- must be 
r-^elv to starf di]'o»‘l|\^ sh'^ had ^|^oken \\'i(h le'iiedetto. 
Slc' ihd^h' r hair. ^ ^ ^ 

Xw^l ell th<‘ time the d- ad man was \Mth le r, attentive 
te) ^vhat she was doiny, as if ]\< had tra\' ll' d far ts) tnay) 
w,it(‘h about Je'i' that injht. W h'-n at I'wt sle' had e\e vy- 
thiny l'ead\^ slm obi y. «l ('lo.i^i' eiel C"! inloticd. Jhit she 
left tie; lamp biirnmc. ^ho h;el nol tie- eoiir.LLe- to put it 
out a able »u eh sle ' Lie - a \’o II it \\ oiiM b- ■^\n n< a- I o do so. The 
licht iiefieat'-d a In ■ f uh e ' ^s to an\' ^le- who lol.lftil at tie' 
inn. Sle- A)l oUl alnl <‘los(;d lli'- Wllelow (>f» lie- bialriMCll. 
Surely throiiidi th'- r-.lnil t<‘rs tie' hyhl ('<tul(l not pi-ie-trate. 
rbit t^,aai, (i*re<'jl'.' sle- liad donc^'Jiis, sle- w'as afraid sle* 
miLdit iiof h'-ar ll ii-'d'tto si irriny <aiKid(; in tie- morniny. 
kind sle- reopcte'i^ Me- windo^w acittlo way. Sle- must pul 
(»ut th'- liw'ht. •Sle- ro;ili^' d tliaC. Ibit, still sh''- le'->itated. 

5he kn-'W wUiat tli^; dark \foul<T Urmy. Foi’ learlv ten 

• • 

ii^nutes she stood by tl^e lani[) always hstenmy, alwavs 
stri vin^tafts'f the neer.ss.ary (‘oui-.iy*;. 

Tie n ih bird utt( -n a faint call gutside. Inst .antly she 
turned oifl: th^- lamp. Trembling she felt her way into bed, 
and drew^ the clotle-s about hV-r. 

If Benedetto did not come I If he were not the first 
person to find thh body ! A peasant goiny to \vorlg, might 

come jipcAi it, ot see it from flic slope : might go into the 

, . . I 
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town, might bringMip the authorities before she coiild do 
anything. She would be questioned. There would be a 
scandal. Shs^ had knoVrUi M(>ntebnino. Sle- W(Mild ha\;e 
to'^say so. She would be asked why he was there. Th'vy 
would think slie must ‘'kriow. Evory ]eaptT would b(‘ full 
rd tlw matter. (Tier naiiK*, IIk' answers she ggve, everything 
would br^publish'sl find V<-:\d by ever, one. 

\V1 iv vas M mtrbruno 1h* r<' ? 

That ssas llr lliing iii<‘X) ilwalTe , 

AiidNvhy had \\r eoinr to this lonely jilace to kill himself ? 
^)olor<s eoiild Hot lind a r<ason, V>ut Igt instinct told 
h. r that M ont< bi'iinots ]tr' si'iice .at ( )h van(> was not for- 
tuit'ius, that it must ]>i eonmvtod with hrrsolf and tesare. 
She f<lt positi\<‘ of Ihr^, and of this only. Tie; (hmd man 
had knovn th-y ^\or.■ h'a;es ^\< had follousd tli'in, why 
slv; did no1 kno\^. A nd 1 lem hediad k ill' d himself. Why ? 
What Could such an aekhavp bddo ^^itll IcTsclf and Cesare ? 

Ssanething s-rned to \vhirl I’oimd in lei’ lend. Sle’ slmt 
lier eves. She lay very still, ddie \N(.rds ^ Magm. Peeca- 
ti'ix ’ formed th'ms< l\cs in ]>ah‘ yclkov < dg-d with pale 
flamediko bhr ledore h' r shut eyes. She road tleaii dili- 
gently till a gr< yiioss fell i»n her oydid'-. and sho knew that 
the <lawn ha<h e- mes 


dde'ii sho opeied le r oyrs, and wait<-d for tie; sound of 
steps in 1 ho inn. 
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hers(;lf sho lav still, le^t'-niiiLa always listening.'' 

And at last sle' le ard tho dull soiiirrl of movement some- 
where within tie- lesiis^'. It s<;omed to e(»me fronf the back. 
Surely a door had Ixsai rougltlv opened by some one. She 
could no longtT lie skill. And she got up and crept over to 
the French windows stood back against the Venetian shutter, 
leaned fmavard and looked out. 
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After waitin^r for t^vo or threo slie heard a strp 

outside, anci^ saw Brieslrtto yawTiini^^ and str(‘t(‘hing as he 
cAine very slowly froiu s^tfue hack rceion of the iriTi. IJe 
wklkcd directly towards the jx rcola. Dolores dre\v (piite 
away froni^^thr* oper^iny of tla^ wifl(r>\s' iM fnrid Itie shutter. 
Almost iIi^tanll♦oshe licard a cr\\ M ^ aj Maria T ( e su Maria ! 
The seeourl tune it wa:t l(*iid. She tl^^usdit (*f what Cr'sare 
had told her to d<^, went out on tie- hak^rmy jil^t aa she wws, 
leaiied^*se r, tiiid ealkd in iaTi : 

W hrt ’s t hrj’e t'' ' • 

' Gesu M;*ria ^ ^Ta<Ionn;i ! Ma(i<>nna ' 

' \Vljr» \s t^iere What isjl ^ What 's i he njattei’ 

Ih r Voice soundr^l shiill in*lier ears. Ikmed'dto appeared, 
raising his antis. 

' Mad' >uuii ! vTad' »nna ' ' _ 

‘He came undrT the hal(S)jy yesl emlat niLe with a horrilied 
expression upon his fa(‘e. 

UMad oiina mia ’ ' le- cried, lookiny stisaiylit up at Dolores 
with Ijotli his arms hft<'<l to'/.^rds le r. • * 

' WU, ^vliat is it 't 
' Venya ! Vene;i ! 

She hurried •.a \'- ay tlnsMiyh I li' ^nt I myns h .n i. tnmi^r to act 
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white eat, whieh had pr«“sscd against Cesare, lying stark, 
with its head re ar tla? hand I hat had strangl' it.. 

I Aft' iasards shr knew that it* was the si^hit of tlie de6.d 
bt ast whah li;id lash< la r into a sort ()f Violent dermilia- 
ta ai, le srTiililing h. ' 

Sia- s^‘i/<'d te iid' It' ts ami. 

(o >na ' la to ! ' sla ‘ Xai< 1. ^ 

Wla n tie y wa ro out of siUhit o{ tlie corpse she saiij : 

^ \\haTo \ eaair danylih;r t ' < ' * ‘ 

‘ (h)ue to oot null, in I lie* t<»\Vu.’ 

V( m woll ! Now liNti ii to what I am going tu say. and 
(»be\^ na' stri ‘fly - ^tra'tly, you* u fidei’sta{id 1 ’ ^ < 

' Sigie )ra I ' saal J a ai* d' f I o, lo* T i ng aV h< t \\ i di a suddon 
arna/oueait, \\ha'h shoW( d h- r that his mind lagl fejr the 

f 

irajiufiit |('ft th<' (h ad riiaif 

‘ You ha\ e got to d».) S' >lia;1 hi^ig f' T m*' I ’ 

^ t 


( ir \rTi:i: xwiv 

A wrnn lal- r, xslaai all llw Ilalaui ]ta]^< rs wVu’e still full of 
tho suieah' of Mareleso M< •nt< 1 »fii lee l)olor'‘.s ]aTri\a.>l tla' 
f( Towing iioto, the ep\ elopo (d whaT l*ore t\ic postmark of 
Torn a.) : c 

' If vou (‘'>n1inia‘ to sc(‘ Don (b saia; C'ai’ojli al'ai'g ea.air 

a 

husliand will bo inforfia <1 lhat \ oii voT'* with hiiifat Casa 
Tria.ehi, ()l< \an'> Iv'-niaiae (>ii tie' niohl of Siptombir the 
twoiitv-s' Corel. Ab.olub' pre(.f of this exists, and is in my 
liaiuis. — 1.. A[.’ ' 

I)<iloros kie WN at oneo that I his raVt(‘ eana' froh'i Princess 
Maiaalli. Sle' r^ad it in th'* ovonuig. Im the ,\ra >rning^ 
who'll tla.' ])(*st had o^oue', sla' had htydoal (juickly t<) sec if 
tla r(' was a lott' r fioiu Tte o. On jinding tlujre uvas not she 
had loft all her letters (Ti the w rit ing-f al )lg in her sitting- 
room, and had goig* out to sp( nd a hang day with Lady 
SaraL 

Since the visit to Olevanb slie had feltVifraid so lie alone. 
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Indeed, sint*e abrupt return t»:» raITtzzo Barbciini she 
harl been per]')etn;illy en(‘oni])ass.-d by f* ar. 

^ She IitrI *divad<-d lest, Respite all that had been done, 

* 

a ‘iicdetto should s])» ak ; or lliat, if h<' \sas eireunispe(d or 
greedy '*ie;ULdl to l^< <‘p silent, hi't flaneliter sR»uld be less 
\var\a And r 1< rror^ as^ait d h' V. There as as the 

ehauffs iir ^^ho had b^.u^dit h< r fis-jn Ihaii'^ to •(.)!( \ ano. 
\Miat svas to pree-^nt him from y^ssippme V Or the 
auth<:»i%^ies gt ()le\-jn(» mie^it lind out for thems'’l\'es that 
sir- had stas'ed at Fasa 'truv‘lii that melif and liad w^iiTshed 
m vstrTiouslv fit ^i:\\vn. (Jn 1 hr* way do^An to I ho mad, af^er 
her int<.T\ ie\v with Iv iiodi lto, sir- had ni' t only one old 
man, *g(‘ntlo-ey' (IT# smTlmg, •■oure(.m. lb' had (df<T( (l to 
earrv lea <h’e»sina-eas(‘. Sle' Iiail (jifieLls' rofnsed. I>ut slu' 

harl thai^ke(_l Irtim f(»reod u siml^ to h'T Ipo, anxioij, -she 
seareolv knew wh\a unl< '^s it^ssas Ihal- at tie' moment she w-is 
a eras’ ell- - 1 (» kn.V(“ a y " m 1 iiTipr'^sr »[^ufM ai liim, 

Jdiat <*ld mail ! nm.dit ho not {< II V \\on|,l la; not b(' sure 

to tell of the m\'s1 orioiis /^/-e.'.^Os' /a ssifli^llio Imrdon sslaMiad 

coii^yj:o lun’i thi’oueh tie* < »li\'o-l ro« s ? It so< nied to 1 )o I ores 
ini] »ossi 1 )1( ■ that la r pros' ie*-' at tho mn shoiitj lait Ixas.nie 
know n m the town of ( tt s ano ; ( hat , if it dal l)o(a -naTmown, 
tlio f:j,(d should not^ >j<-{ mlo^le- nms spa psrs In eoijie etion 
with the smeTde <af MoiiO bruiio. 

N«\a.a't hok;ss a wIm>I<' weok lia(l pass, y, and, s.) far as slu'' 
knesv, thoias had not In on a hint ()f ajiy ss(»man Irving Con- 
iieeted wdh^ths' traeo(l\a Upon tho body of onto] )rim< » 
had beon fo^nd a pajxT, wriUon by him, m uini'li ho had 
Coldlv T^rdMl^hal Ins doath ssoidd w ■' 1 f-i n ll iet< d, and that 
his a(‘li(>n Would 1 ms owiiiz to hu i'« e. nt eoriipl' to and linal 
rnm at tho MontoJbarlo L'aml^liiiL’^^ ab|< d'le ro was thrUe- 
fore no (]U;-st i< »4 j d mmd'r m ('(^n 1 1 - o( j. .n ssith liis deatli. 
I^]t tho ]Ma]')o]w lead si^.asd tho*e'fi*r;J aslonidimont thsit it 

sli^uM !:ik' n |)l:ici' \a 'ri' if ihil. A Sixir ih ilnvtr in 

( >n lo it^i st;f^od that Montobrnno had (mwas^od Imn on thr* 
day <)f tle^tragody, affd had (nak iad ^im to dris’o bv Pales- 
trina to Sirliiaraa. Er^nn Subiaeo Montobrnno had icturnod 

• « 

to Olesmilo in#a carreago wifh one horso b\' niedit, after 
visiting the* Alborgo Ij-lb AnifOio, wle^e he had written a 
lot ter. H- had paid and disinixM d lla- dri\ < r m th^irriad 
not far fioln tho fAlborgo ll.iunf. Afti ias a^d^ he had bteu 
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to the Foina, hut only for u v('ry fo\v ininiit' S. The land- 
lord had not known who ho was. TTo had (»rdorod a eup (jf 
hilpck <‘()ffra and a plass of hrand\e had drunk t fe rii ipiiekly, 
and had iiniii' (hat' ly loft th'‘ inn. ]'h'('»ru that ruoinent, 
until his Ixnly was found at tie- ' ntraneo to th's p'.:rU(_»la, 
nothin L' as kifow n of his ;;ct i< >iis. ' ^ 

lint as th's da\s ha'j ])y fh'- f sar of l)olMrcs, instead 

of sul»udiii'_^, iiad inor'/a' 0 '<h And sh<' kro w'- had she n'')t 
known from th'- l)''einninp ? Ijiat it \s;is a f' ;o' \'diUas soat 
wars dn ler own (s )n^ri< ikn'. Ah'' was afrael, V'^s, of eon- 
soou''no<_s, of a hid' oiis loihli'aly, of omwiI’ riiin. Udiat 
\\'onian is not Ihit h-'liiii'l all tie' UL:l>k Ih'- (‘opiiuoiu f(sars 
was olio m''at''r Ilian lh''in. lie' y<M)d x'otniaiis fcor of tho 
o1 h('r w oiiian \'dio li.'i'l loiii lhodi'''d. 

DoIoT’os was ofi'aid "f J'- rsAf. \n'l in I hat t( iror was 
e()ntainod aiiol h' r loris.r. t st Th'’'* sh'iiild 'Wor loconn.' 
aw’aro of th^' ''^-n k'lioo < f th'^ \soman v', ho \',,is not eoiid. 

S\s'iftlv ind''''d upori 111.' wr^oiLf a'‘hon had (‘ono' punish- 
rnont. Al onor-, llo- niLdit was o^ <t, slio h.id Ixcn 

pluneod into Ih'- sordidn'-.s of sin. X'-V'-r, 'wsm if sho 

h\ od t'» h<‘ voi'v old, eo iiiM ' Iw 1)0 ah|o [d f(»rLol tho so ws)rds 

of her lovo]', ,'poL. n in dailno ^ \'dn must t'dl liim le^ 

will ha\ ' ' III' 'll' \ . 

IhahoTw ! \N'as lhal lo ho | h' lirA a'‘tion <7 tlv now hf(‘, 
that was d 1 id' ' 1 i ir ■ \ oi'ahl ’•/ f r* »m 1 h' ■ < 'Id 1 1 f' ■ < d tho \s < man 
wdiohadkipt h' To If oil of tho mud? And tleiidiad eome 

tho nr<s ssa]’\ i^hui'n into h-d. 

Do loros ha'l led to f.ad\' S:ii’ah. 

^^dl'■n Lad’; ^:ir:di h.id ])o|:< [t (,f MonkLi’unod suioaio, 
and o'l (Jlo\:mo Lotnano, Lotto s ha-l said, in a panie of fnar, 
til at slo; tied ii' r ho( oi ^ ho ro am [ know aothiny atx )ut th.tt 
royi' 'll. 

Afrael to r< mam al em, afi- r le r r* tmn lo Lvouio stio had 
sought out T>ad\' Sarah. In ((omy so sho liad hoth droaiLal, 
and hsnyod afkr. Lady Sarah's iranspao nt r^U'titudo. She 
fo]t just thou that sir dais'd not nr'(d Xursr Joimmys. It 
sooiie''! 1 " h''r tliat lie nurso\ ralm, soarohiny 'se' s, if tlrw' 
look' d upon le r, must know. ' Aiel slio f<d as if Lady Sarali 
wwro too roiiiot'' from all sin to know, as if the atmosjhioro 
of simple goodness in \\hi(‘h sir; hahitually moved must 
keep leer from knowledge ufiless she were tohh alhthe truth. 
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Lady SuVah had welcomed h<T, iis sIr* always did, warmly. 
She had never Inst her tc7i(lrr:>,>c for Dnlnres. She had never 
resent(‘ d j)»i ores' reserw? with Ikt, a reserve vliieh had snc- 
c^vded that mnna nt of revtlatiiai nii {le* l^ineio, and 
few in^jiilsive words spoken t^fc>re the hi;Misewarmine 
dinner in Tk^laizo ViarlMiini. Ihii sli^* hM< u elt siir])rise at 
the dilii^eiiee ^fitli wkigh 1 )• d »r< s now sought her <^]t. And 
she had not faiksl t*s^i( »ti(a llw jx-enliar t< rmi; w hieh Dolores 
now e^ddently hnd of 1 m ins^ al<aje. 

Soinethiny was s'ery visTie. ddie (dd'-r woman sure 
of that. Staji felh aait ;iti< ai, tnruhak Indd'-n distress, when 
I)ol(»res v;fs with ler. Eiit flesi'di l)Ml(.res came to 
dav 1%^ da\*thev <^u\v t^alte d iiidiff' I’^ iit lliili^-. ]il a .aiitlv, 
\N 1 th fra Is Uiiyss, hut willmul < a i n Ij i- ■ ;i 1 1 ionn1 of frankness 
which oucM' ha<i <a\ist<'d Im 1 \'o'- ii tle iii. Ttr \ \ isiti d sights. 
They lurTeli( d at tln^ ( ’< •iietaiit 1 1^). Tie V si)' lit oie* dav a 
loiii: time in tlw \dll:i Mal ^ i. Mul^lla v \\( re never really 
intimate durinjf tlasr ml' r<ssir-s 

^.ads'^^arah was \a ry di lesaf' m miiKl. Slir \s as iiesipnlde 
oft.'ikiny ael ioii to f- a e. .ti lid' ikm Aom anv'Hie. Soiiie- 
limesr seeretlv, sla. had alnm'l hlaiii' d Iwi^elf f.>r ibis. Slw' 
was not sure that sli<' did n<>t d-scrve hlaiie' no w. Two 
small iiaadeiit^ v liieh oeein r- d dnriiea 1 li* la-d ^ e^^k sp' s'ially 
t T' )i jlf1( fl )i( r# k'cr ^di-' lli'eejlif I|r\ indnsatMd a dvtr<ss 
that^nnist he e( ane'el . d *0 it h tli'' s ' ry (!'■< psst thmys of a 
IwaiH ^]ni nai ft re. ^ ^ 

D ill'iiiv lew' \i'.it with D'd»r< el., tlr- \dlla ,Vatt<i- ^^lliell 
Dsilor-'s liad^Tevs r ^'■f<ae s'm h [.edv Sareli 1' <1 le r to tlic 
\'^ijk <■p^ (i-lfM 'kiiiv tie- \ae\\ y. th' \lhaii momilams. Tlav 

* 4 ^ 0 * 

sat d<oMi t«»a<'tliTr on tli*- w ooi Icri s< s t ussainst tie- (>;ir\'en 
s^i IS s tphayiis, h'lejith the small tj' lll^ vhieli lle-re easts a 
peteli of sleek'. And tier" Lill.'*(l )juietl\' t(» raeh ollei’. 

\i that nUmt'ol • 1 )<J< as s s- ' g e 'd •!' s . sad, k di^tresxsi 

Ilian uAklI. The jf.f)*'' of Me' hcaiitiful mitiyiie yai’den, 
p' ^ha]gs^ laid d'lieal' h;fiel on h< r spirit. J‘ii1 pr( 0 ( iilly 
sle- liiriesd her he:ei 4* lisd at this sai c y )1 rasa v. ^ dde re A 
soniethiiiy gN ritteii here ! ' sh< ■ sa id. ' U hat is it, I woiekr ? ' 
And hrfore LaTl\^ Sarah eouhh yM-al: sle- r'-ad ahvid : ' Qal 
San FiLipi>^ Seri disi'i^rrraa roi disrcpoli dalk cose 

di Diod^ Instantly she y^t u]) from tie s< at. She made 

no eoinni'-^t on tJie words. R^t it sc-rned to Lady Sarah 
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as if she flod fr'.i-m tliem, like one disturbed, or even 
terrid'd. 

Til <■ S( oond inciduTit wliidi sai.llv iniidresstdl Ludv Sarah 
0 (Vurr< <1 on a Sunday aft' rnooii. s and shu ha<i taken 

a ^valk on tlu' Piiu^io. u ( )n tlu'ir v\ay honi<\ as ttu‘V drew 
near to tlio chu^'uli of 1 he Sauru C<x*ui\ L:idv Sarali was iue)\'ed 
to say : ' 

T)o you lb nu'inib'T «a'iur, u lony \\hiV';iy(u I askuel you to 
coiuf to uliiiruh with inu Iuto ? 

' V( HI ? 


\k‘s. And 

you answdrrd that you \V( 

Tb* 'uihliyud 

te) gej 

tekt ua at th* ■ \ 

i\u- 1 -.i< >r w il h Colli it' -s- 

It K ‘ u : 

ira.’ 


I runuTid )' ' 

r. I \'. as ' Tiyay 'I to lu 

rd ' 



^ Y( »u ar-Tid 

t'b-dav k ’ ba'ly Sarah 

ask a 

1, smiliiiy. 


' Ihit slid nt 

id ill b ouid ! 




Yhdy AVdi'd n 

1 ' tw 111 front hf t lu ' cl Ml f' 

dh. 



’ dduTl W ( Tl' 

t you (s .uic 111 \N odi 111 

'■ I'od 

lay, aud h'“ 

■ar tho 

nuns sinyiiiy V 

' 




1) )lordn hdS 

ital ' d. ill lu 1' larw'-. 

dark 

cy. s laidy 

Sarah 

suTdly saw a 

('oinljal ij'.t\\dun '»p[ 

)' b^'-'d 

f'o linys. 

But at 


]i\ ^t shi ■ '>aid : 

^ Vrrv wdl ! ’ 

ILt \ou‘'‘ was Imw, and la r niaiiiM r .tiMiualy r' liiutant. 
Yut slid niounk'd th' ,1'p^ \\itli a yiia'lnudv that s(<Tiua-i 
ahiaot oawi’. Aiid t-'i^-'llu r tiu e '-nk T'-d tlu' ohurulu,^ 

S'dits ( {in‘ '■ at t lu k.i' A, utul kti'"' !• d <1' *w n. k 1 u ■ s. r\'i( '< ha<l 
alresuke hrawn. 'Iku- oiwata ]»l;i'b'd in llio y: H' T}' h- land 
th< Til, ^blU[u^■d softly. A (uilnn and a \'( ry jiuib' nnisie 
]>tTi'trat( ■( 1 thronyh 1lu' 'lini uhnidh, in wlkhTi^s; niawy 
youny luarfs of (‘Inldr'di ha\''' fdl lluir lird ''otusi-s of 
;isj u rut loll, ha\S' ynaic f'UWvard, \M}h ibysabTit, yut almost 
aiiu T'oi IS fu( t toward.- tiu id' al tha1 < w 'T r( U( dus. 

And tlu n tlu“ nuns sa!\y softlv. 

kkieru wiru fuw [M o]>li‘ 111 tlu^ uhuruli. Xr> (tuu camu in 
or w< nt ouk as oft' H ha[)|>'ne, < 1 ndurhiny i tlue yaue of 
Wb irshi] »| »' U's. And ]>:idy Sarah fory\t I)o]()rus, fibi’yey the" 
hour of lu r life. Slu- was hark lu tliu past with lu r uhildrun, 
with thu two yirls who lual di^<i. 

Slu' waas reaudlud by a hard, lewy sound. She listeaied. 
Shu hoard it ayain. It w:ls a sot), aiiel uanie frism Dolorus, 
who at this inuincTit gut tip epiiekly fioin her ^knees and. 
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without a tx L or word, went out of tie; e+iurch. Lady Sarah 
follr)wcd, arid found Iilt on the st<‘ps. 

There ^w^re no tr;irs the eyes of Dolores. As Lady 
tjaralf eanie to hrr sle; said : ^ 

‘ Dear Lady Sallv, do jT nsr I dn so sorr\' t<.) ha\<' 

disturbed you.* But lie* ehuri'li is too airV^'' f‘>r me. It 
made me feeltjmlr ill^es if I \MTe bi elioked cflmost. I 
mustn't yo th' re.H!i*in. (kHwl-bvee I dn s(^ s<>iTy.' 

B\^^l moveim nt in her taiy thront T.adv Serah saw that 
anotle r sob \vas e-eiiino. Sli<‘ turned sharolv and deie<*nded 

tlir st« ])s. 

And LaiTy Sarah w< ]il herd: f<» lle^ (dnireln and whit: rhx 
nuns Jan -S*' dtl V o)r ‘ ]»fa\'' >r tie' s* eil of 1 )< Ter* s. 

Slie |)ra¥e(L i'Ol six' did not ;l^b t)o!(as ^ wliy le r prayrrs 
were so e.uely jiccdcd. 

Had sir- st(tod by now, end isskI flii^ words of 

Brine' ‘ss a ane'dii, .sh<- w >iiW I i:i \ <• k^ow n w li\'. 

# 

• If N'ou ('oiilinii'- to .SCO l)(»n ('csais- ('aivlli rdore* }s-)ur 
husband will b(“ inforne'd M^if \ ou w ifh linn at (.’asa 

Tr iW'Jn, nkw'aiio Iv<*niaiMe on llx' meld of S< [ >1 < r nix r f h*; 
tw ( III y-seeond, Ak»><‘lnk' ]H’o(_d of tins exisls, and is in my 

hn nd^. — L. M J ** 

# • 

D'fl'Stes rend th<.‘ iiofi.- aeain. Si ill k''"piny it in li'T hand 
sir' sat d(.>Avn (sn th<‘ sof.-fwlii'di \\;is pkae. d o])positc to fli(‘ 
L' nb;^'!!^ p< iflrail . On (liis sofa dx' fiad saf w Uh C''s;nv 
wlx n lie bis^iedit h< r lioni'- from \dlla M- dm. ^ 

So flu; sh:^Tni; of fe r lif'‘ 'A';is kno\'>nn ami b\' a woman in 
o\wi jvs^iriil ! Who h;id l-Tl of il ? l[' i‘ mind ws^nf nl 

one'' f'* >nt';bfuno. She r<';id llf‘ mde ;iL‘,iin aiidtaemin 
(l^nllv. Tlr n at k^sf dx- [>nf il d'^wn, ear' I'nllv, on lh'- sofa 
besid'* her. Stx' was trying l' '“'stn'I'T it nixl Ixa’ situalion, 
lyil her rniu'l f* if fx ay\^ and '-nyd v.* rliap'. it wa> affeetrd 

1 ledier lf( « ly . 1 X ‘ < Ifi (•iio! h '< 1 w ' 1 1 t* )-m eh d . Thai ni'n'miiy, 

w ♦ II had^O'd up, ^Ix' had Ixm/ii (‘oio.cxnm of a faint amj 
horrible *naus(ea, bnl let.- sh'“ had bc' H so ix r\ ous, s() 
exeit'd nx.ntally, in sindi a eondili<»n of ;i ppr* lx ii U' tn, iin- 
reh ntino and f)';fp< tuak that^slx- had Ln\< n small h''';<l to 
her b' x 1\ . • 

Prine'^s ManedU openly threatened Ii< ]\ Bribery, flight, 
subterfuge,^ lying a, sueli had berli IxT portion since her yisit 
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to Olevano. TIi<‘ putter rro.rived Ikt. /Vnd now a 

sword w^T^ snsp'iuLd above Ikt Ik sad. Slie r< riK rnbered 
wliat C<‘sar(^ liad t<»ld Ikt in thr pardon at bad* i.al>bia, and 
sh(^ undrrsbKMi tli** PriiK*rss fully al^ last. TIk^ Erinotvyp 
had siiff'Tr( 1 _ t( nably, akTiKov sli*' was iKs’ir t<» rryniy out. 
Ibit why dhl Tiut sli'S ei’\' (Kit V W liy dhl nut s1k‘ [)la(a‘ th(‘ 
])roof (.f nvliis'li sh' wisdc in the hands of tar dde odorr ? 
W hy sIk add sh's \\ ait ? ♦ 

Dolorrs felt that I1 k ]S‘ was a reason. SIk' r\sjn fep ihat 
it war: ;in ob\ i'>n. (aes Itul .'da'^aoiild n'»t llnd it. And no\v 
it S'-'aiK'd to li(T that it was h<a' <a]ri- >ns> ] ihvdeal lUdldise 
wHleh oaid' TS 'd Ik r si n| ad, and so pts \ <ait( d h- r fr( an inakniy 
the \s r\^ sin 1 1 a' ' ( lis('. a, < awn A ' * 

Was she e'any t(» br;ak do\\ii | »Ii\' a<‘all\^ b'/enU-e (.f thc" 
eruel strain she h.al lx < n n i a I* re'' a n a. a brain whieh ihi> 
n« beside h' r iiaas .r > d ? 

ddK'o Would be eiaiiiig'- bae|. ’ • a 'S -.otai, li'' nuLdit arrive 
anv day ik »w'. S1j< ■ did i k b w i .h t ^ be ill w h< a Ik; ea n je. 

1 , ,id( 1 sh'' iiK < t d'li' ' > '/ ^ 

Her [tlivoeal d I ■< 'oi 1 1 f. a'l \'> a . iiiei^asinv. f h*, jea'liaps 
Ijetsiiise la r nnnd \‘. a . so s|ir:'_a .In ■ Ik' was able to Im; nior<; 
(sai-sa' ajs I ban in ual of Im m 1 iI\' I Inna 

' 1 hit what CIO lie y n latb r ? [ sh'' o i id to h' rs' If , w i t li a s( ad. 
( >f an a' an 

What IS bod il v d I'ss ai I r< .rt \s Ik n I 1 k' tj lind is h' Id fa d in 
anvui di ?M Sh' ■ !• m .kt d a ss 1 1 n a I 1 Ik ■ i n J - , 1 ait vU I lLo^d akiiiy 
it int o h< 1’ hand. < 

Diliane Ih'' days siiiee h'r i; I urn fi'-an (tl-vaiio s1k‘ had 
not S' ' n b( sar's 1 tiia e| Iv sh*' had aiaax < d al the |.ak‘- ee ^.h^- 
ha'i Wr'ill' Il him a di'at not's whieh slm had josted h'T'.elf. 

It eiaitaUK'd t li* W(a-(ls n 

' 1 )ond Come ( o see iiKs pi' a s till 1 ask ^ ' ai to. I waillt 

to be (lui' l f'a’ a fow la\w, :Vnd shall aot ree'a\e auv ouk. 

J )( > TK )t alisw i V. 

yj , 

He had ob' \a(l Ikt. Ml had not uanie, and he had not 

I'^plled. Sh'' dl'l led e\aai klloW if h'' Was in hbaiKS lAo- 

Is'daly, she thoUaht, Ik- liad lep IhaiK-, lo make thinys safer 
in e'anrieetion with the trav''lv of ()|e\an'n Lhd she krn.wv 
if sh'; did n''t W'rit(' soon ayain he Wiaiik] eoUK;. She ktiew^ the 
ini[)etuosity (sf liis nature. 
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Arnoii^^ all her niisrries a mhjlII thiili; which trnuMcd hci^ 
was this. She lead lost h'T lciteh-lv< \' to the front door of 
the ap;^rtTri(‘nl . She ha>J last sren it when Cesare hiid thrust 
^ it ifito the kcr'lrF' oii llh' niehf of ih ir is liirn from \illa 

Medioi. Prohahlv {’csais h;id *iff Sir- harl infant to ask 

• • 

him ubi'Ut m Ih'- liirm"il of c-v-i nf# m tho I;ist 

hr Ifrul not^ rrmi'Tiik' red to do m). l^ke-m wh-'fl tlmv ws^i'c 

• • 

t ( t hsT at (JleiUti* > sic had lew mf I le >i] wht ^ d it. Il - T niiliT 
liadJM'cfi sts■adfa^tl\^ li\< d on one 1 liim_r ^ Pn, , Pko 1 h<‘ rinnd 

t . * ' % 

of a maniac. And sme<‘ sh* had r« h i ri cd to Koiie ■ s!^ had not 
chose u to V. rite* to (^‘ .arc akoijl it. She h;id feared to write ♦ 
siwh a thliiL'' 1' t hei' k tier ^.poiild fell into ( h- vM'ouc hands, 
she^liow oj ! o.*> L | m_d J . e,', 1 1 a( Mc f' W' '.holhE whieli Icld 

MK'li a \^»lnme (yf meanine -li' o^li 'd Ih.ii I Ir v not only 
mspeivkd a^swMrd o\,r lie’ Iced iml rm.'d ii|» a karrsT * 
ketweeii h'lwelf and ( \nd he kne\', that sic wished 
aieh a harrier to he rac'^l no. .Sli' luiew that she did not 
\s'isli to se(‘ <h'sar<' .a cm. TImI fact made Ij, r the nnue 

9 

disuu ^ i no to her-.e| f, iie as , i -,c( 1 1 1 !■ I e av hiiisk n of sin. 
Ihil 1 1 inspired her al .o \\ il h a (k sii e f. a’ ae( r ai, and aiddeiily 
(piielnard her mind. 

Sic aol iije took lie iioOr and '/eaif h* lea' 'a 1 1 kn ly-t able. 
Sitlnr^ diCAai tleas- she wj'^^le al the k.p i4 the Pnneessks 

I-.iVf: ' 

Hhech-'l to-day.’ *rii' n slie |p' atahs j. She wa>think- 
iiia^wdiSr k^'.^oftlia' le'\a A fl ' r ajnoni' n I die mdd'sd ; ‘ ]f 
\a)ij ha\sdv' pi s.yiii IliiiiO'd niiie la mclake pk ase return 
it.' She [ ut no lame P)Hf le del n<'l 1 I'h to dcyiii>e hrT 

• haaehAfil nit?. Sli' tleei'dil < d • I a n .od »n I I le ' i( k a -aeken<‘d 
leas and she dcc<'ted it. sle 'ted'.ed tie ie*te s\ifh its 

• additions in an ^ei i \a k -p- •, addi'^ d it to (’m.are in Jloine, 

seal' d tie ' < nva d >] >e, .ale 1 y >1 u,;. 11. r ml ' III ion was to y(j 

► out at ortee and la p ' l k h' i''df. ^ And ie' lesok/ed that 
this sfiMild he hei^ Pi .1 '/.Mil'll e. .mmiimeateai \Mth Chsare 
^iat*Jiinchl *iot Im; se(ai -af' l\ h\' all lie W'ukl. 

Ea(*Fi time she dii siaie lhinu snrp-pt 1 1 eac now it .s<aaned 
to her as*jf she sant. d' a/., n a litl k' <l''ep.T into the mieJ. The 
slese'k that ti.'^d rer.ilk d h< id'> h' r true s< If had eaven to h(‘r 
the y(j M‘l W'omun's (Ai[)a<ate of mor.al y iiff' a i ny. The atinos- 
pliere^n whi'di rn')st women eapahle (d d^any what^she had 
done col jU have breathed walh (‘onifort^ aluesst suffocated 
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liLT. Her iiistni("t to iv^hl \v:i' wtiy out of it. And novy\ 
as she riiO\'( d to tfo out with tho letter, sIk- l];id a stranye 
stwisatir'ii almost of rrhef. The iir>t thrill of the fieFw.es, the 
first^ shudtier of a]»]>r< hensiou oAs r, wos she n(»t almost i^lad 

thfd the IVii Mjess lvIl^'^^ /l'h'‘“ (h]lness lo^d lifted fr( au 

la r mind, riTal sh" undersi k 1 wliv Pniiaess iiieelli did not 
erv out, W(^ild not ery out, unless la r admonition was defied. 
She l»ehe\'ed no doiiht tlial to speak s\enl<l he to separate 
l)(»lor<s fmin Sir Theodois-. And \shat then? kesar# was 
AvailinyA Dolores r( alls, d that tla' rniaaess would keep 
sileiM'e, p. rhaps for ev<'r, unl< ss ^la dinsuPinto actir>n. 

If tfle Prii a’ess kn< that she was shultine the door upon a 
past svhieh 1 he Woman whom she ihouaht stn' ^^as puni^hin^^^ 
ah'eads^ lenyed to wipe out ! If ^Ip' kiawe that sheW'as help- 
ing the Woman sla' li.ah <1 I Tla n sur< ]\' sfie would speak at 
onee, Ikit she a-v. aild n.wa r kie .\'v 

Willi the k tt. r in h<rr li;pid 1 )olores was erossing the 
drawm^-rooin 'sn Ip-r ^^ay 1o lli.' door, wla.ii ktie Avas ovrr- 
takeii d'A' a straiieo soiiaifam of physieal diseomfoi t, this 
tune aeaciil uat.'d. IL r le ad sAsam. All ahout laT the 
room seemed ahruplly to fa.]. . The outlines of tie* fumi- 
tur<^ groAv dun hefor.- le r (wa Tie d.amask-eoA'ers'd AAalls 
sAsayed as if tie y had no scjlaiky, and were played upon by 
a A\ ind. 

She sank doAvn on fie; s.de, meehaniealiv nraspiny *'he 
letter. Sh " felt as if th<- onl\' ]»ai't of fi.r o\ad' Y;ka'(!‘h 

she had any powau A\as lie' lean*! tleat li. M it. And sueh AVill 
as she still possossM] she stroA'o to dire(‘t to that' hand. 

' Keep hold of it ! J\eo]> le>ld of it 1 ' le r miie'i Avin sOAure 
to the hand as sle- k t h< r hea*! fall aLeLiied tie haek of tlie 
Sofa. She shut ler eyrs, r-inaiied still, and f<amd herself 
thinking of Nurst* Jennines^ 

' I Avant Nurse .Tennuyos ! L want Nunse Jonnines ! 

X(»Av ill*' Aa>i(S' in lea- mm. I A\as ■ a\ mg that. She had 
quite forgotten tie* liand and the lot tor. Ibr 'nstii Ava,> 
going to be jU'AifietP It leal 1m <n a piophetie mstinet. 
Sfio Avas going to haAa; scune s<w'ere illness. No one but 
Nurse Jennings Avould be ab]< to le lj) her through it. If 
(tnly the nurse AAere Avith le-r hoav ! If only she (.oiild get 
to the l)elk summon Carlino, send him in search hf the 
nurse ! Faintness increased upon her. She felt herself 
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envelop!'^ by it as t)y a ganiirnt. Tla'il it died away — i:>r 
a'vov — from h'-r. TIk' tiirniMil of hr-r brain subsided. Slie 
opined <'\'is. 'I'li'O' lui't the < \s s of ttr- old man in the 
,{)( )rtt’ait. Sh'd s;il up. Sh<‘ staled at painted t vts, 

et )Tisci^usJ\^ sirkiii^^ a incssuL'''' tfi<‘ snul which she had 

alvNavs felt t^) exist ])< liiicl III' III. ]\ »\\ l(‘dgc seemed 

trembling at fh* Ihis 4c >M » »! h< r iniiitl, f* < line' f* w Sii entrance 

door with hands A^ilft' \ aeme, ihtemh t h< ' +:nh>wledge itself* 
must bt‘ s^irely tjeiii' tdmrs. And the b>ld man reyard* si 
hcT with his expi'c'osi* *11 * »f^i n tens* ■ and almost liorrif*!^^ com- 
plete mtehi^. And Ins ey<hs imw said to her, ' \Vleat ? 

You do n**l knoa; your oan s< cr<'t 

' Mv secret ? ' ^li'^ 111* >11 ail t. ‘ Mv s*‘*a’* t ? 

Yhc fahit and snAlv^ s* foal i* *ii# (as |)1 about h<a’ acain. 

But slrv^ did 4i(*t sink inf** tic- *‘l*'U*k 'ric- aalls did nof 
^swav. The <aitliic-s **f Jlc- iTincs elx.ut Ic r r* maiic <1 

distinct. An* 1 sic- k*' pi Ic^’ ' >^0 < *[• t ii'- <-w s of th<- old man, 
tjil those fedific haicls [(cmd fli'- (ksw. If op^ee-d. .Viid, 
lik*' a ^’a\a‘, a <'ork'iinf\^ (-iik-i'*-*!, ll*»'*^l<*l Icr Ic art artd her 
brmn. Sic* ha*l b*'li<-\('d k n* e,'d< 'da** \'-ao al fh*- d*tor. Xo, 
this was not kn*c.vk dy-. har<l kn<v\\ t* *le< . lnip*)ssiblc tliat 
it c* >uld 1 *( - t hat . If as tic- my-.l i**;i I **- vf .1 in I y *.>f w* *man, 
and s*'**nc'*.l far mor<- woiel'^fnl Ilian Lii**\\]<flw' to D<*Iores. 

ddie' < *1*1 nc’in h;i<] \vaif*(kand n*»\v 1 1 \v as i < » 1 c* ! Ib'Ward 
«*a’ punishtic at 1 Ifow \\**nld if *'oiie' ^ipon Ic-r \vhen all the 
dfw avtr*' jf**e**ni[*lislc *i an*! all 1^<' su!T< I'l ncs* endur*'d ? 
II ')W ouyln she t** f*-*-! ? Bid eoi isei* -ne** .s^ioak ? Wher** 
wss the m^ral sens**? Was if aofi'v'-*.'' Was it sear**liiny 
h-r ofttXk*- Tic- siiry- Mii's tanf* in a^shi'inkiny body ? 

Mayna P***<’alri\' Majiia B(‘*‘**al ri \ ’ 

- Sic- tic >11 yd it ot tic* \s * )i * 1 .,^bn fg 1 1 c v ■ ' n i* d 1 * > mean v* ly 
littk* (*r nofhiiihy tb-r (_>\\ii blind/i<-o., le-r own fory* ‘tfulness, 
flow almost i"^**!*}!}' ii.sf onide *1 Ic iT J]ul dc- ha*l walk'-d in 
niyhtmaTe esayr sin*a' That sic >t had runy *sut undi-r tlc^ p'‘)’yola 
al OUs^ano. • Sh*- ha*l be*-n aslr.L\ in a w*>rld <*f ahominalilc 
sliadows. But what®a r-alif} was sh*- ic*w aj>[)roaehina f 
\ es, \^^sd slir look* ‘d at th - * < * 1(1 mai I . ' ^ on ha\ c * w aited. 

You will Tiot tpive t*) wail mibdi l<>ny* r/ 

She musA ha\cy moved Ic-i’ hand, •F*)]* tic- paper of lire 
note ot! the sofa fiiade a sliyht ^c*iso. And slc^ rf-nuijnbercd 
what she Jaad be*?n going to do when the .‘^-nsation of ilhi* 
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overcaine her. Sh' h.id been going to p<jst a Iette^to Cesarf 
Carelli. 

A ti(Iv‘ of r<d wuiit (-)vur l\rY ebbed, floVed again. 

Sh'/ took up tliL^ lutt'T, laid it in Iut lap, looked at the, 
address. And as di-' looH-aJ slu' tri<al v<jry e< )iiseiousLy to go 
ba<‘k, t<i v<1urnMp<»n Iut st^ [t>, to f' <1 oxa'^ly as she had 
felt wlu u ^ll' had \\ri1l'Ti in it. Ihi^ slu' (s/ild not. All 
' vahi' s s< <aii(',l diydi'-'d. Slu- a^k< d luTs^lf wlirtluT now 
stu^ (‘oiild [Mixt lhat tlt.r, what attifiid'; sh<' \\;is t'.v take 
tou ardxdk xar''. \vliaf w a ^ lo br b-T future eoiidiiet. She 
frltd erribly < \rlt< d, and unald'' to judge prop rly of any- 
thing beeaiist' stu' iiT' tr'easablv ei »iic. u it rated on 'sne 

treiii'.aidous thought. Sh'- ^^a^ U'* haiV' tyafiaid of h'-aeself, 
as slu' had bc'-n o\-(T’ siiu'uO lu- <'pisodf at i tl'-vano^ «It s'-eined 
to h'-r ju^t th'-n that slu^ \‘>as nnabt' to Ije egher airaid or 
unafraid. Sh< ■ said t < » lu i ' 1 f A la >un ago 1 knew this would be. 
Long ago I foivsaw tln-^/i IJnt Lu- f- It that she haei never 
known (T forio< ('ll it. 'klu- shoel: <>{ suv]>rise was ws intensrg 
ws ove!rpoW('ri Hen as if no strang- aiul giiiding U' )nvietra an no 
unavowcd pur|>o .-a liad '-\s r k-O or nuoad luT. 

Carhiio l,no('k'-d at llu- door Im'I'.'o.'H tlu- tw(‘> drawing- 
rofiiiis. -Slu- (lid Hot luar hini. IL- kiuM-k'-d again ineire 
loiully, and tlAn ent* I'-.l w il aiut hinv “ii a sahaT. He 
eaiiu' (pnt(‘ elos^ to l)--kav-, h-'f.as- slu- r'-nlio-d lliat any one 
was in tlu- room willglu r. Ihit slu-dlid iu>t start. Sh'- (gily 
sfreteh'-d eiit a hand Ih.il was now' \< ry e'Ll ’and to(Nt"-Vue 
tel'.'grain lu- hr(| broinjht. And as du- took it ^.di'- said t(‘) 
hers'df, ^ Tlu m/ 

As soon as ('aiiiiio was gon'* di'- op< luol tlu- feh'graUi auci 
n-ad : ' 

' JjUsiiu ss iiiiu-h invoUtsl,, obliged sVav on perhaps 
thr('(‘ or four w<'< 1... Tii i.oiu ut:.’ 

n 

r •- ' 

Thr'-e \\<d.s Tru>r<- willioul ddu 'e \Tidiout being* obliged 
t'u iiuet his l)ii':hl and (*ritu‘al Slu- was (-(.nseiogs 

of a sense of relu-f. Ikit if Tluo did< lot return, if it wame 
known that he wa^ not in Lonu-, w'ould not C' sare be almost 
sure to eorue t(» tlu- pala<‘'- ? 'She must go .out and post 
that letter. Tlun surely lu- ws)uld not eonu-. -He would 
not dare to risk bringing soeial ruin, donu-:Aie niin, upon her. 

It wavs getting late. She 'postp'jned th^ hour pf dinner, 
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put on hc^’ hat and went uut with the^Ietter. She walked 
all the way to San Sih c.strn to post it, mo\a;^d by a childish 
fai icv tRat^it Would irn nior<‘ saf^'lv from thcr<^ than from any 
^rnalh.T post otlie<s Tlnm slie toid: a fiacres and ordered^he 
driver io go to an address in Vi;;« io Careano outside Porta 
Salaria. Nur;>t‘ Jmnings ^^a^ llaas* at this^tiine, atte nding 
a nrr\^ns ea4s an Italian lady whom T )ol( n< s k^iews The 
horse, a thin arah i 1 liarLn<‘ animal,* i irohal h.alf-starved, 

•V* ^ 

wentjdniost at a wallving pac< . P \'ois darl. iiiyht whcai they 
T'-aelied 1h'^ big h'>n^<‘, \eTihli sIo.mI high, with a(t]«i’ivate 
ri.aid aroiniekU. •])ol<»res rang and aslo'd f<n Nurse Jemungs, 
after iiapnring if IIh’ nn Irs 'S (»f the hou ,<• were batter. • 

/ Uneh ^)et b T 1N<'' It T^/.a. 'fla' nursa is lea\ung to- 
ne aT( »w,' 4*ai(l til a voiii IV fo. .( Ilia II \^i 1 ti a smila. 

He aekaal luT to walk in, but sha isfirval, and ramainad 
standing at tha d. lov \s Int - ha waTlt to fateli 111'' niirsa. Siia'e 
he ha^l spokesi slia had < ^ane lo a sigtk n d'Ci -ion. If Nurse 
Jennings wius r'salK^ fi'aa I « >-nff arow , and had no other (Sase 
m har*], sh'S ])o!(U’es, \e.Mjld a.k h'T lo eoiiK; a\siV foT 
tliree Wiaks. (ill Thao I'atflrixd fr<an I'ksglaiid. Wdiat a 
relie! it \‘>ould b(‘ to g( t <>nt of Foma, to l)a m some bsvalv 
qiiiat ])lae(‘ ^^l^ll (hat '/o-nian of aalnu e.)mmoii saigig ihear- 
eyed, eoabbi’Tiiie <1, (sapabta ^ I )< T a- s' fear ofikiirse Jennings 
had k ft lier nnea tha a\< nf -J ih.d ;ifl' rapHau 

In tli'.' dwtaiK/e .J a*lara' and dimbvdit hall slia saw a 
tig nio\ iu^^ ral Iwr s( Jl |y, .lod \s g |^ a <s rtam lir^niiass that 
suggested diarader, toV'sard> h* r. ^ 

'Lady (oiiiiiyng^u is thal \S)U? ddere lasw I What is 
^he Irtati. r ‘ ' 

The staaely e^V's saareled l)(>|4r'o' faea. Put tla; light 
was \ ery dim at^tha do(a‘. 

' ^hai wouldn’t ha\e (sana aN tins w a\' for nothing, I 
Jvliossu' * 

' Is Tt true tl,at \N#i ara taie ing to-morr(evV ? ’ 

T^p‘ ytainlfsss 1 ^, g( Iting along splaiididlv laovd 

' Whll \aai do sonmthliig f<a mo ' 

I hn sure I would Ix' \< ry glad to, ^\ hat is it ? ’ 

She beaned foVward a httlr. 

" You Te not ill ? ' 

Doli^res, rnovetl by a strange impuLcg put her face close 
to the morse’s. ^ 
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^ Tell me, do I look ill ? Different ? ’ 

* My g()()(lii< ! But any one would tliink you Vrished 

me to say yes ! ^ 

‘ i only want the truth.' 

Nur>e Jt-nninys studied* tjie face of D»>lores for a inoment. 
Then she said : ^ 

' Tie re hiiT miu'h ligdit here to gojjy. Bat you don’t 
dook to lies ( |uits‘.,iiatural. And whaf is itryou want ? 

' Mv hu^hand is in England for thr( e \\e<Ts. I wantc'a) go 
awav, <hi/t I W(»nT go aloies If you are fret* will you Coine 
\s ith lies ju T f' >r 1 hmj w .■' ks Y 

Sfe laid le r han<l on tie' nurse’s arm. 

' I want \(»u, I weld you \ .'ry kadly to eeau's’ ^ *“ 

' I dll glad to think ltd dii sure- Lady Cannynge.’ 

Sle jiausril. .. " 

' \\V|1, I don’t s<‘e \\|iy iioi,’ sh<ys;iid. ^ It would be quite 
a treat. And wti-n’o v],Mvld w<- go ? 

H dl Ihinlo [o-nield. V(»u will eonie ' then ? Voii 

proiiiiv - ? ’ 

‘ \\'( Ik I slioiiM Ida' it. And 1 don’t sei^ why not. Ihit 
to-niorrow vsculd Is I’atle r qui<‘L \'o»rk, w<eildnd it ? 

Ties'-' \;>as a faint soiiiel <>f (‘eulesi in tie' nur^r''s seser. 

' let UK' eoui-' round and s< f o-]norr( ov, and take it 

over. And, if ns-' do wo miLdit siai't lie ie‘\t daw 
‘ Very weT. ( a >< )dd)y(s nur 

‘ Well, bh't wad a niiijut.s l>ady t'e n i ivn g< ■. Toil lia-s^rd i 
told me W hy \ - si ealie' le l’e 1 

' I w ant v< Ml 1 ' ' eoiie' a\N ay w il li ne'.’ 

‘But leov eoiild you kiiow I \n a > lea\ 1 1 ig lei’e Vo-Iikwio w ? 
Didn’t Tie man tell \e )U at^ ( le' d< *• a ? 

‘ Well th. 11 ! ’ 

‘ I wanted 1o see you. ! felt 1 must s"e yiMs. It doesn’t 
matter whal I waiil-d. ( k »od niedit, nt'il'se ! 

She get into tie liaei’e and drove awaf. e . o 

A lesli sh'.‘ reaele d leMie-, and was < atr'iny lo r small dinner 
with scareely any apjx 1de, she eMnsid-'r< d wht re tlew should 
go. She was sure that tie' nurse wsnild eousent to go with 
her. It seemed to her that the choice she wms "About to 
make was veiw^ im])ortant. ILr head was now' el cab, but 
she still felt unwell. And awscrise of unrest gnawed her. 
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woulti not it till slie \vhs awav from Rome. W heii^ 
dinner was finished slie uml t(» the drawin;::f-rot)m. \\ here 
^should • they yo ? Ca)*ri, S^jrrenl o, Amalfi? No, ^ rio. 
•Peniyia cetme lief^ir her mind with its soft and almost 
tendei* vUw, haiy lines o f eiT,i »i ian lulls \vhieh suyyest 

the In'es of tlfe saints. And mental]'/ sla'^rejected Periiyia. 
That reyicjn ^vas rmt fc^r her. Slaa reniernberecf the \vords 
she ^id read in*tfi? yard<ai of \hlla Mattel, •she remembered* 
tie' ^jeees^of tie; nuns ii^ tie- (‘hiireh of the Saere Coeur. 
And she dared not seek ;ij this ne>ment the countho^*of the 
s.'iints. ^ ^ 

I \s ill J<.avc it till tM-ii^(iri'(i\\ sl|. I Ih iiiL'l^t. 

• A? sh e lay a\t4ike*in th^ daik the CMiisiedion whieh pos- 
sessed h(A vas like a pia’semilil \ •ei eiipaiii'sniny le r. She 
laid pi'^Ved \fhen Dcn/il was dj^uia, but she ha<l net pra\s‘d 
•te-niedit. Wdieii at f i %1< ep bf'y.in to approach her, she 

seened to Ise ayain on the hi^li l(^';icc at ( )f \'ano, to hear 
Bisiny up o\a;‘r the sk >pes aiel t lie ei’esl - d ( T \ e trees the \ (siees 
of ehifflri'n, to se<.' dm tiny t^ioe shapes befoi’e her in a?i ojien 
S{i^(;e hemmed in liy heii-' S. 

And presently, n\ she was snikiny do\Mi into tie.' yulf (d 
sf rp, she lieai’d the siyliiny \'dji pei' that had ei'ilje to he]' 

throuyh t he ( »h\'e tr<'es : • ^ 

I I * • 

' To yi\’e life —1,, haiyl on the toieh — to jwoplo the I)lay- 
^^i>mnds (jf tjie ws-rld.' 


(11 \pt]:Pv XXXV 

• * # 

Ix the riK>rnii‘iy the f^wna of de^Tu-o to t-»e yoije fi’oin Rome 
•bui'iied nfort^strisnyjy in Dolwes. ♦ fj’oni rnrinient to nioniont 
she dreaded the art’it at of ('<s;ii-c. If he were in Ihane that 
, J't t et, ja )stf*i the nUht fw-foiss had reached him. ( )n an 
•ardinar^ man it wr^ld as'l as a sh;|<‘kle, kerpniy Iiirn fi’oin 
Pal az/o Rarberini. Ibit ('<‘sare Avas not an oi’dinarv man 
whc'Ti his pai^sions ws're isaiisod. SIk' i-eahded nosv, in the 
liyht of HTr)rmny, tliat instead of deteji-ma him froni s'isiting 
^ her, tTie Princess's warning might spin' him irjo some 
immediate and riolent action.^ The impression made upem 
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her by his recklessness after the Jinner at Villa Medici was 
not effaced. lie had wished ihat iiiLdit to provoke a scene 
witl^ h' r hu-hand. What niiyhl rh*' net wish now? But^ 

he InlJ^l fellow li- r dissires. After s\liat Iiad <'<‘eurred h<^ 

was beund ])V lie' l,t\v ef^noneur to submit himself, t(f her in 
any matter aff< inv le r r<‘]>ut at ieii. She (‘wik d in Carlino, 

and teld lum sle v, es ( e p- (C i i ^ vhit fissnl^ a lady, the 

nurse whe ofSCi ewme. Sli-- was net ffiW'asa te airj;, one 
else. Carlnie, leokiny \ erv s^riuns, epiite imd< awt eijdv- As 
le‘ said bt he lix'sl upon le r his larvae and rather sad eyes. 
And Deleres weis unewsv. TTastilv she said : < , 

Va b(?n»:e barliie > ! ' 

\Vheii he ha<l I urre d awa\^ sl^' \n as^eor; feieus of a Sense 
r)f dislinel IS led. Sle* had Imcc ( ws.a-t akei i by the fe( liny 
tha1 sh<' sva^ 1 raiispais e 1 1 ^ And Ihat ■< li i ly ' w as (.dten to 
be walh le r 111 I he da \ s 1 ha1 w <t<' /'J li;ind. 

But theiiyli sh*' had yw^-nCli.if ord'U te (Sarlirie sh'' was 

net at oas-', Sli'' was mus- (’csais' had tv' pt leT lateh-kev, 

Wliat was to pis \ , lit him fis»m u.any it '' IT e Oil y lit' re )t to 
US(‘ it. Itu'liap^ he woiiltl ie>t dais- te. Hut sle- eoiild^ Vot 
feed sure ef anythiny in eeine'i'l »n \silh him. A lo\'e as 
vifsleiil ;ss his miyhl <‘arrv liim beveiid all yo aisasntions. 
rniyht indue(‘ Vim 1e break r.iomyli all bondo If only 
Nurs(‘ Jeiiiiinys \soul<l ('one'! As slw -at iii the drawiny- 

rooTii Dolores lisb ijcJ p' I'p' t ualK^ fr>r souiels iri the h dl. 

She had s<M the <l'»ors 'hat divided ler fiseii tVe haJt^Adde 
epeii, lest sic raiylit lx lalv* ii uiiawais s by Vesare. 

T(S-rnorr(WV she would l<vi\ e Ibaies whrtle r ysurs(“ Jen- 
ninys ean:ie with ler er is/t. .\nd she ws.uld stay asN^oAintil 
her hustiandks is turn, l/ew sh'- weiikl nes 1 him slu* kresw 
rest. Jiisl iiew she dared i/ot lliint. <d Ih-sr ne etiny. Vi T- 
hape sle' AVeiikl liiid wa\s te tut'S' li r-.f If. to arm lierself 
when shs' as awav fi’enl Ibsies Sle bred te hasten her 
faith uj)'>n the ]> re'd ef this <■ we< bs whieli dmiik d her from 
the ncuie nt wh<n sle* would base ayein to t.rke ip) wdeh 
Wisuld seem ler ordinary life. ] b ea de*^ would striv dminy 
all that time te reyain eoulisd of her mind, te dearn to 
deiiiiuate her le art, and so to obtain outward s' If-cenfidiueoy 
lest the envelope sheuM betray the eent- nts (sf tlVk letter it 
held. 1^ was between two ynd three o’clock when Nurse 
Jenninys arii\ ed, , looking strong, hoalthy/caliiily self-con- 
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fidimt, shu were suckled perpeturilly at the brea.st of 

Mother Nature. 

As CgrLftio was goin;[^ jway after sh(.>wing her in D^lorefl 
^emitided him nf her order. 

‘ I Bin not in ccusa for any onc^ #1 don’t ci^re who it is.’ 

‘ Sissignora V ’ 

' Y(tu quitf nruh r^and.’ 

' si ! ’ retii^i^'d tlir ehild iriVa plaii^tive voice, and# 
alniryt vyith an air of Ix-ing off* nJrd. 

' Grazie, Carlmo/ said 1)ol(»ros. ‘ I know I cat^ ulways 
havu C4»nfidi^iee nn you.’ 

Carlino s faeu liyhtoned, and lu- wont out not without ielf- 
impertanife. ^ 

'And m'e y(.)U in the saine miiuj, L.idy (’annynge ? ’ in- 
quired Nurse^ Juiininys, sitting down opposite to l)(.>lor' s. 
,and lor>king at lu r with \ fr.^nk seiutiny. 

' About going away — }*'S. I sl^)nld like to go to-dav. 
Ys>u are mrning ? ’ ^ 

^ \ydi 1 cearne r^und to talk it as I s;iid 1 last 

night.’ 

' d'alk it over ! Pnit vill you OMme ? ' 

She got up, Went (o llu- uindow, did s(‘»ne thing to the 
curtsuTi that nuriL' by ik aiu.lv'anu' baek. 

‘ Are y<'>u Cfsiinng ? That \ \\liat I uant to know.’ 

' And‘if I don’t V ’ • 

‘ 1 Aiall go away by inys( If^ to-day. I shan’t wait 

till to-niomavs I ne^d a eliange at once.’ 

' \^,daere would \Yu go t<» 

' I\:anT ntake up rny iniiidd 
Sho frowned.’ 

' But do you \^ant to go far or n<\ar ? ’ 

' I^ar -far ! ’ * 

' ^^dlat,'' foe on*ly throo wr(‘ks ! ^ • 

'It needn’t be ^f■r^' far. 1 don t mean hundreds and 

^fuiakuds of#miles, of (‘oiA’o / 

There Avas a sou:#d of uibno' lurvoiis irritatiMU in luT 

* T • 

voice. Nurse Jennings S(‘rutinis( d her inoro (Tocly, alnusst 
severely. 

' But me, please, will y(Hi eoine or not ? Then I can 
decide* whore te) 

‘ Yes, will come. I sli.^uildn't care for you tei go 
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v-off all alone/ said* Nurse Jennings, but almost with 
coldness. 

' Oh, thank you, thank you, ii^rse ! I — it would be so 
ghastly to go all al aied ^ , 

Fur an instant Duluoc Jor >ked almost happy* She sat 
down. ^ 

' Now, wlaTe shall it be ? ’ 

r ' [ must h a\<‘phat to ymn of course. tT-sTj])pose you have 
s(»m(‘ pref(Tf‘nee/ # 

DoU s was sil' iit for a inona n^. She looked down. The 
f nur^e watelaal lav «‘los( Iv. 
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' ^\’^■lh ja d TiK *is‘ 1 li:i n I w < -nl \'-f< »ur hours a\s av.’ 

^ I hav' h. ard ' 

‘Y<'s‘T 

Dolores glafa‘<-d up. 

‘ I have h' -^'d a palaait of mine, oras who had tr,Yv<iiJJ*\I 
too, told me (.)[iee th'* most beauli[ul spot on earth ^vas 
Taormina.’ 

‘ In Si(‘ily I ’ 

‘ Jiiskso, Lndy Cannymij.’ 

‘ Dal lie I’eally say that ? ’ 

‘ \Vell, I dll sure! ]ria\.'\-cr should you know it was a 
man V , 

' I do know.’ 

Nurse Jennings icddom d more. 

‘ But I exp' et thal ’s mueh too far ?d she said. ‘ And I 
dar<“ sav vou ’ve' s(< n it.’ 

^ No.’ 

‘ And it rnav be v< rv hot.’ , 

a 

‘ Tell mf — will you be very happy if I take you to Taor- 
mina '! ill you ? ’ ^ 
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' Wrllt I rnii^l say it is inv (Irrairi* t(.) yet there— Lacl}i^ 
Caiinyiiye.’ 

Wi; ye We 11 start t( >-ia( aT( a\a It takes less than 
tw(.^ity-f()ur la Mjrs/ 

As^she spokr a hiiislcn sccne.A^, a' a moment to be lifted 
fre.rn Ikt laoiit. * ih r pal*' fae^- hn'ahtrnrd, then suddenly 
chan^fe^j, Ije^anic s' drawn. 

‘What is it Taidv VAnn\mye' ?* ^\h\^ whatever is the 

imr^er ? ; 

‘ D< aid y( ai hmir ' ^ 

She yt W[). •!)< iidmyb<>wn sh'' w liisp^issl <juiekly : ^ 

‘ Nut’sTs I 1ri yane; m\' i.MalisMaii. If afiy niie esa^ s in 
no’ at <^aie<', ^a\ I i'aii1*s' <- aii\' lai's S.l\'' I am ilk eniic to 
lie d' ovu. II d t ri]<' ! 
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- ' A nurse ! Sh<‘ is is it ? Is she veU ill ? 

' She needs e( tin] )1< t < ‘ rest. And I mean to take eare she 
ha,s it. Tlia1 A \shat I dii h<Tr ^ ^ 

Tkt'V loote d at eaeh otle.r for a nioniont. Then CeSare 
took up his hat. ^ 

' I Ml \vrit' / h<'p.'Li(k in a \ <‘rv low \e)iee. 

He l)o\ve(i! to Nurse J* niiiiie:s, oprne(l the d<l 'r, and was 
pone. 

Twod^ws la! rr, t< >wards nomi, T )/>!< >r< s and NMirse Jennings, 
with hut li1tl'' hieeae'', ;uid no meid, got out of the train at 
Giardini Sl;itio[i, di'ovr up 1h<- long hill, hy tlu' Duke of 
Bronto’s gardon/und hy Santa (’at; rina, lluoRgh th<’‘ MesAiia 
Gate int" Taormina. MMiv Hotel MMmeo liad jintopened its 
ds>ors jifhr the snnini< r si' .t;i. Tie y jed ii]) (herie :ii the 
rooms smIIi a ]_)ri\;ite tei'r;ie< ■'e o'er the smokii ig-r<.»om on the 
top jl( M >]'. 

And Niir:'.e J( m img^ < n1 ered int«> li i’ dr' am.^ 

She I'ad ;i1\n;i\w had \'dial li- woiiM ha\'e (‘all i] ' a 'great 

liking ' for 1 )oloi < - . But now Dla'U' ^ had \s < >0 her f( t e vrr. 
WMt h"Ut a < ea 1 of ' \] >la i lat re i , w i ( h« ail an at t < n i] )t at for<‘ing 
her (■( .1 ilideiiec, D< 'loi ' . Iiad und* rd< . 0(1 1 1].- ey of lif.r Ik art, 
had almost eawily enehld Ik r t- » realise a ronitmtie (desire. 
For heiKOLth Nurse ,[< mimed stnrd\ ind* pend nee IIkt*' 
lurked a strain of r< anain’e. t Mi 1 Ik < ia\' \s Ik n they eaiue p) 
Taormina tlje Iw.. rsoidn drew n<arer to eaeh (U ller.'-Td^ 
nurse in Ikt d liehl did not f.ail to r. ah e the d(s j> irouhl/ 
of her e<.mpani<aK thoii: li Mk- ha<l ikM oeen eid i lMiI • ned 
further aa to its eaii.e. And ]>ol.r<s, m her st.angf^ and 
now ve^^' still, sadij- ss, syUy )at hi s d with the otlier's joy. 

^^ hen the stiaak of hlue SI a di\ id d lar fr<an Italy slie 
was eoiiseeais of a great eliaaiee rn Ik t t.elmw. She passed 
into a rage ai de\ oid of e \ euK, e\e< pt < .f t ho o ■ \die h o(>(-air 
in the heart aial tla- imagmaliom No oai knew rsla re sla; 
had gone. She had .said at tie' jialaee that she gs.uld S' aid 
her addr<‘ss wIkh sIk- r\ant< (l her I tt^ ra. ('< sar<‘ hrnl not 
yrittan sat. Theo did iK>t kiKW\ of Iku dejiarture from 
Rome. A sens*'' of fr<<d(>ni eimompassed h' r. SIk- W'as 
liberated fs'r th-- momeut fjorn tlie pris(m of aiMioi? and let 
lo (sse in the immensity (sf th()Ught. It seenwal t<) her. just 
at lirst, that she sank into rest. Horrors dr sj'iped away in 
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tliis wrirfcl f»f Iw.mty. Tlii‘ S'-rji'-nt no sign isf itS'* 

prisS(-ncf in this Eilcn. Th'' stillness nf si>rrr>\v wsis alnieist 

jike j(i\* hf'cause if u;i-s jlill. 'I’ll ' ss'inlen i>( Villa Me.lici, 
.the f. rr.'Lur cif ( )!' \ tiio U(Hfi:lti<t — tluA' were ill ;t fiir coiirflry, 
-rc.'Llly ;lii(I siiff'Tud, where they 

^ve^e (Iriv'en In' Ih l-’iiru s, Ihcy \y;re fh'/ jhnw^ of 

Life ffinf \sa^a <]' \ t^Jii'iny h' ud for e\'(:r iiii;l| >} v ■(!. But, 
lirT^^^Jiir (Tuiiil Ki-i » v.'Liik :tv. :lv' iiilo 1 <'l’'-ii' 1, uiith here, the# 
k’ui'ivs ])]’< )touri< lly sk j>1 , iiikI'T sha<l'»\',a cast: <>\(;r thein liy 

ill a reyiori df dih iiiiiniy Mue. 

(in I lu ^ .i-ft - r fheir ai'iTval, despite the heat. Nurse 

J-ruiitiLW staile'd 'Hit \s r\' 'arlk^ lu tlu’ nidruiiiy k* '^otik 
idt'iijt te rd Sh ^ IS 1^ in 1' d^al h.tlf-p.L \ Iw' lv'e m a state n[ 
eiithu 'ia*niu Si I' Ili'I h' '1^ t ' • I II’ L Blwa! re, had \ isit< d 

th<’ aiivr jiii t \ # di' -ps and tin Lsdia ediia, ' Llie Lia//,a,' I h'‘ 

» yardeii of Sau 1 )oiiii ineo^ Sli' had '\''U lacii on doiik' y- 

l)a'‘lv up I'* the ]'ide'‘ k- Twt I n M<>l;%an'l tin- Lastr|]o. 

0 'And I As f(Hind a [tla'*- Tor \oii. F.adv' (tuinviiyed ^he 
ex ( -la ill T d, as I h' y pr* p, us d to U' » d' ex n I o luneli. 

' 1 shall lie sat isl icd wit hi le ■ I In ’a I r- ■ and t h ■ t < Traee here.’ 

' Hut d you ever wani to he hid'l' ii awav fi'oiii eu'ery one.’ 

' Whal ha\ e v hi f. »und 

‘ I dl show V‘Hi tlin ek-cn^ii'L afh r a, \'d4in vr>u ’re rpiite 
rest'd aii'l it ’s ii'k so liol. Mv fr's'lJea will he Worse than 
(e - r to-ui"iT')W, I ' xp'T-l. Ihil ^^h'* ear' a V 

'Ihlere is Iloh.Mlk Ir !'■ who Is hk'J\' to < ‘ 1' I i i e J s U s / 

' t)h, I d'Hi’t kii'tw that ! \h»u it'W'a’ sa^w anvthiny like 

1 h' ■ ' ''-a ah d' »\N n t h' ■ iiia i n sf is ' t ! ’ 

' r,A thd^hinlv 1 shall niind th'v' eve^A 

d'h it 'weniny Nawt- ,[< nnin Vsf true h) le r proiaw'x teok 
Dt' -ue-o to a ni'junt am aai'd* m Imld'Hi awa\' in a (L ft '•[ tlua 
hills t'> thr“ riahl of lli-- palTi to^f1.)|a. It was not lary, and 
was eoiistrilet' d m terra's s lhe#la^t and htie’-est of whiiL 
wais divided liy a i^ul o\<rLUsev\n \'.ith ts»o' s fismi ties stony 
^hoth'Ji of •. yiillva (traiiw' an'l liy t ret s, pep[)er tisa s, the 
euealyptus and t li^ atnioiel tree, ya\s‘ to it Ihuir shaide. 
On tlieLu\syst t'-rraue a fountain [)la\''d in front of a rose- 
cuvered arhijur. And le sth (1 und' r a yis at yr'yv stone waill 
abors n\*'as an op' ii pa\ilion, wath a slopiny red roof and 
briek eolurnns, faciny a far tsff view of tie* star aie 1 ^1. ‘ niagieal 
cuasts of Calalnia. Reiund tTie sides of this ])avilion ran a 
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from whirh iiia'-‘.srs of wild iriaidriiliMir f^ rus iiftad thrir 
fair\9ike heads. Roses cIuhl' round the eoluiuns. Roses 
and barha (U Giove streamed tie* r<»of. Steeply, op 

tln'^far side of the eully, rose the nneiilti\’;Lted m()uiitain sido^ ' 
Covered with (s-ieliis, and yith crass now seared by llie heat 
of surnniei'. Ap <»ld nquednet eloscd m tin paialeii where 
tli(‘ yull}' Karrowed. In fr<ad. I'Ciy sloj (.s covaFed wifh olive 
r and ahiaaid tr-s s, with vines, and wdh fruit tre^;^. led 
gradually down to far-awa.v biislics of wjld olr-indsn that 
nod(hal ♦. >\'er the (‘b ar (‘iw’stal eh pths nf a sea all siha:T shot 
with |)ale blue wher(‘ the rn(d:s p]’ote(‘ied it, iVuiJ where it 
slepi liy the shalIo\e shores And above, in the qni\'(yiny 
shy, like a tliiily elisdainful of ejiikh, v(a beiVnd f(»r a tiiFe vo 
rarl hhs topmost peat:, Mala soared towards tlw sun'! 

For the sun ha<l not y. t deparied, thoiich alr^-ady the liaht 
of ( ws'iiiny la\' ( » \ e]- t Iw h i 1 h Us'irdep. 

(_hily the Sieihaii c;ir(h n< r \\as* there. He wrhvinied the 
fwo straiiLa'i’s with a hMspita(»|c smile, and assiiivd iJohirw; 

1 hat las ab>(nt padr* »n(‘ would bf willinc for iheni tA'enj'sy 
t he yard', n. lie h d tle ui ith prido to th'- pa\ ilion, tu' tuyht 
th' iii conifortabh' [)ash' l (‘haiis, ]>ronii'.''d them that the 
fountain slrnild al\ea\'s br e/ t ]^:\\ me \Nhen tla v ev'.'is' thtue, 
uiiel th' U disajyM ais'd to a hahh n f' l’i’aec, lea\any them to 
w ateh t he coininy of t w ihyhl o\s r t le ■ s< -.'i . 

'Well, what do yoii sa\ no'/,, I,:id\^ (Ann\ne'‘?’ astr.d 
Nurse' Jeiiiviiys, \mI h t he air of a <li'o‘o\TTer. ^ ^ 

I haw- iiotluny to say,' said ] )< -h as s. 

She eoiild just hear the whisp. r of th'‘ fountain: 
l)Ut I know I shall coni'' h'‘r<‘ e\ <'rv dav,' sic ' ♦^silded ' 
presi/iitU- 

' 1 Would ! ' said th(‘ nurse. ' ])(* you himw, I think my 
fr — my ]);iti' nt that I told }'^>u of was (juite ri;ehtS 
‘ Yes, h' ■ w as.' , 

On that Jir-t <lay how profoundls' tlw I’liri' s slept ! '' 

Tlv' \usit of (A">ar(‘ to Rala/./'> J>;irb(‘i-mi lin'd last V;eent 
discusS'/d between tla’ two wona n. NSirse .I' linines had 
sinijily told Dohu's that an Italian ya'iitl'niaTyhaeb w anted 
to see her, that la/ had hern ma<h/ to uial'Tstarid it was im- 
possible, and that he had yajue away. H'/ had saiel tae wssuld 
WTite. 

His letter must surely be lying now' on a table in Rome. 
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As fh(‘ ^irst fr- sliii<'s.s of Ihc eIeiih;' ni<:>dc cd life faded 
Doloi'ES eould le-t ]Hit the th^ei^hl of that l(‘tt<T awa}^ from 

I ier inififl. * It Sf ' iiicd to^liiik two lands, two lives. Slie 
■ia<i Vritleri t<.) T}i<-o in KnelHnd < \].l;iiniiii^^ lisr siidiT^n 
departnr'^on the ejsHind of healtli.find of a desire to iill up 
her tuue pleas.^ntly a'. hile Ih' \\as a^^a^^ l^ut slic Jiad not 
had ei )un^e 1 ' ) w wte to 1 J Mine 1 < - ,*;i \'' ' Ir r addis^^s. Each 
day^ij:' r<wo]\'( (l* f* »• write. Itudi dav ‘1 e' \n^\ off IIe* task. 
Mor(‘vthan ‘v wa‘el:,had eury- hv. And sle li:id not written. 
11 there (a^inie a t<A vraiji fisan Idr o m I.oiidoii. 

ESlav oti Tastrinina \ will eonr' o\aT and f* teh you ha^k.’ 

-Tl E_‘ rnessaye iv^i'^^d in«l)<>ta'(N \\\>- intention sIe' had 
formed iif home, to sjr'IivI tli'' 'd h<-r huskaiMlts 

aVwcjiC'o in a *'.tri<‘t prapar.ii i* ai f'U Ir i' iiE'lma with him 
when Im ]■' turn' d. SIh^ vvis loTmd \sa\w tutor liei’srlf, 
to ann imrself. More tliafi a wa-^ ali’< ady you's and 

wjiat lia<l slio dole ? Slic ha(l Ix'ii sunk in a sti’anya.* 
kthara^e th-' \'ietim "f i''ae(i..ii. Sir- to.*!: the t'AAn’am 
w ith Ieu' t<* t h-' pa\ iIhhi m th<.‘ vardon. \urs'‘ Jeiininys wais 
\\ all Jiiy in the hills. 

Sinec l)()l(.rcs had ke(Ti in SieiK sir- had Ixs'U ftsEriy 
(letter nhvsieally, hut tie- nfx'slie e<a'l:iinlv fiad TewaT kft 
her fMi’ a moment. \ow and lie n. \xle ri sli-- ha<l met the 
eh : /’ yaze of Nurse Jennings, s|e' had ^^omk i’ed wle ther the 
^tTirse ^a:a^ yuAk d hy any iiisliuet ti^^i sm.pieeiu ^ her e<ai- 
\ i('ti( HI, She eould not d* <a<l('. And now w a^#not sle - aiUHsl 
ae.'iinst th'»/iar-e? Eoi’ sle; kreav the wa\' ef her leart. 
dkmt ^e.Hld f;n-t wax to l)<>kH'' s.Hn.'l mies an odd feclmy of 
safet\' xsh'ai th'‘ iiiir -e's ex^ s le Id ^ o arehiiey < ' \] H’ess, rni. 

• Nieitla, the kii^il eeard' re r^ ha st< re d to 1 h' lower terraee 
to s'l tile little f(Hmtain ] »lax itiLr.a n( 1 l)'>loi'-. W( nt into the 
fiaxilioij, aiJiTsat d'l^x'ii on a ^ /g/zy/m. Sle- la sted h<T 

feet aLaunst the har of tie- <‘hair. d’le Imdr lse*l, supporteil 
Iz^r i^ ijl. .Umost dir-'idlx' sh^- le ard t ho whisp' r of tlu^ 
fountain, la-yinniiiLn* Thi'ouyh t he , roscosa ' red eolumns 
she looks'd at tjie distant s'-a, at more distant Italv. 

Th'xot^ teleyj’am lay on le r lap. 

^ A wdiiK ^ail appeared on the sea, tho.only speek that breike 
Ihe flawlessm ss oT the blue, Ir^pcTeeptibly it niox^^J, yoiny 
from the ^straits Vhere a city la\' dead i^to the deep blue 
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distance. Was it Vi jvaL'inf,^ to the Fnvtuiiate Ul' S ? As 
Dol urus watulud it an intunsu yua^niIlL^ an a(‘hiny dusiru, 
stolu tlirraiyh all h'T V). i]iy. That litth- whitu sail, 
not why, inadr h^ r l'>ny to he happy, jiw.1 to hr hapj'V and * 
at p'-aac, to lx; ii i u I < awtt x x h t'> he (‘IpTish' d Ixcau^c '.sii*; \vas 
uiid'Tstor.d. S!x‘ 1’''^ lhal '.lu‘ was t ra\ < •! li 1 1 a. hku that sail. 
Sh<' tnuad’iiot th- h iil-Hi of llu; j'airrp'y. (hnnan 7io c'e 
cnt(":-ji. SIt' h.ad Ixxa \\\ t-iiip'-st aiidciiwhl, hla'“l^‘ 'yht. 
And iiM\\ whilh'T wax Af' yany? To what port \s>*s she 
shapihd Ira <■< )nrx<' ? , 

Slu‘ lonw' d alrruwl d'-sp-raf' Iv to tull s<'Mia oii<“ all thu 
truth of what she had d<»ii<a And siidd<Til\' iii' iiyuv jikusMl 
Ix foro lu r a man. a pru' k wlx m sIf' hatl oiux- S(sai for a 
nioiiFUit, wh'Uii s1f‘ had' su.iru-'ly th'ai Ixx n axvai^c that sho 
saw . 1 lx had stoi .(1 ( .1 1 1 h' ' J *1 iF'io looki na I "'a ardx Sl^. W dor's 

on tho dav wlnai sIf' had sp..Lv.u fi'aiiLly to J.a<ly Sarah. 
Ills hp8 h.id nio\< (h pM'li:i|o lit a pray<T. If 1 f‘ wcia* in 
dtaormina six' iiULdil pmhap, mala' 1ft uonUosioii to hi)U. 

It so,Tu'»l t o h' T I ha t h' w oiild h- 'v (■!' Ix' ahlr I () f<'ul (duancT, 

till sho had 1 1 'M I 1f' 1 rut h to s< uiiu < >rF'. 

Tlu'ots tot yraiii ha<l mad'- If i’ k-x uly ah'vO aLsaiii. The 
laxawsit’' to arm h- iw If ft luhl ' ii'd If is Sho saw huTce 
moiital effort Ti fronl of h v, ‘SIf' min.l ju't paia; lujirsulf for 
hyp' xTisy. 

And thal lillle suit w;is so whil'd Wdis that why itwvas 
permit t'shk ) \a u/ae'- t Iw' ai^di t h- lla'A t s d thle V 

(^jil Sdii Xtii ilisoirnTd (<>i :dini fUsrr pnli ddk 

cost' di Dio. TIf; tlimy^ 'd texl. Thu hiiL''' i'" 'd Id dores 
uloM 'd uun\ iilsi\'(dy on (h'‘ [>ap''r m lu r lap. aiul tlu; i:tj'‘ 0 ‘rani 
was turn. SIf* threw n d"\\n on the pavaTiuiit (d the 
])a\ ilioiL And as sIf' did s(» .-.If* was o\ ' ^taken miue nu^ru 
bv th'* jx'uiiliar fe' lina ot faintiFos \shiuh lunl assailed her 
in IhaiF*. And the whiit< ail 'vanish'd for a iriomuiiL 
(pii\a;riny froni Ixdor'* her ^'ycs. 

^ Cooue ! ’ <1 > I 

A sturdy woman's \oi(x-, full and (dierrfuh dr'spp'd dowm 
to her from sonu'wlusre abo\a;. Slu* did iiot, ansvver. The 
cry earne ayain twiee. But shu shut Imr ey(;s and lay per- 
fectly still. Presently she heard steps, then aynam a voic^^ 

' Tad}' Cannyny(‘ ! Didnd you hear me ? ' 

She opened hef eyes. Nurse Jeiininysdher hands full of 
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mysterious* green plants tliat ,sh<' liari pyTad in tlv lulls, 
was standing Iji fwcru tiu' (’olnnins IiN.kiiig in isn her. 

‘ Yrs,’ orus siiid, with sr»niF (lill'h'ull: v. 


• ' Ai^d wtuildiht ruis\f«T ? you rather be ahejiie 

perhaps ? Shall I l<aa\'e v<>u in quie^? ’ 

^ No, (lotdt^slouM ! ^ 


' Whi^t is 

it ? ’ Tie 

e nurs(‘ st<']qH 

■d 

in. • ‘ ir 

yellow^ 

and draw n v< 

)lln,,k ! 

♦ 

• 



Shf^l.^id d. 

avn 1 h<‘ ])I; 

ints ( ){] a lil tie 

str, 

aw table 

that stood 

by ITilei’es’ < 

diair. * 

• 




•^Lady C\au,nyn;,eu is 

. tlu^i’e anythi 

MU 

WFolie \ 

vith you 

But I kno\t 

tlate IS. 

Woiildnd you 

hk 

e to loll 

it to m^ ? 

It iniejlt e;rt^ 

“V-n/ 

• 


• 


Slle did yo 

I dl-epiim 

eiiru oil vu but 

d . 

If ‘ had anv !)< T H'es 

knew it was 

tlm aff-et 

ion;jl*' eurr''.ri 

}' ' 

■ f tie h- 

art, win eh 

is tlu' tribid e 

■ oT a warn 

1 and di '.ir^< I'o' 


1 r. ' ling. 


' ^ I am all 

f(sr \ouS ^ 

sho HI h n 1 1 ' d. 


And I’m siiT’e yrni 

f('el that. 1) 

\a ny f' 'F [ 1 ' 

' •] is 1 ^ HIS. ai 

1 1 y 

and [ do 

n t k)elie\'e 

in Tu uisiy ise. 

l int ;ifl - a 

r \\ hat \'on ’ \ 

(Im 

no 


‘ \^ liat I ’s 

S' done ! ' " 

aid h«l« Hs 'S. 

« 



S!.e»nh a e(] 

i . s i t M n e s f 

I’aiidit U|) in 1 I 

1 ' ■ e 

■/itiisr /o// 

Une. 

' 1 h'lnuinL: 

n u ' t k> d a ( > 

riiiina, I nr an 

1 ’ 



' ( )h - -yes.' 

• 




• 

^ I fflsall al 

V-a\'S be e 

lad to ( t( > n 1 

b< s 

1 *r \a )U--in anv 


VSLV/ • 

)- 71 ' ires w a'^silorit f< »r a niinutfa Tlu'^ she said : 

' Nurse, do si^ down. Sil elos(‘ bv iTea' 

' \\ hy net i ’ is't ufiied Nur-.o d- nnine' . disa'/. iNy up a ehair. 
She ^()ol<^ |ia nd of l)(»|oi’es in h'Ts, and ealnil\^ h'ld it. 

‘ T dof'dt ft'ol \a»TV \v<'ll. I think oiV ru'rves are all wrong. 
And bes]d(‘S — 

' \\dsat is it y If y(»u sa\' 4 \a#i'^\a I daF' say I can \'ary 

soon tell — • * 

‘ No, J^want yr.u 4 *^ 0 ]] nie s<'’ a a tTiifly.' 

^ l\[e ! ‘ 

• ^ Tliat«frieiH^ wdiu told v»dU aljoul Taormina ! ’ 

‘ a'. 11, I nrvrr ! ’ • 

‘ \Vh(U’<‘ IS hi’^ww ? ’ 

‘ In Erwland,* I 1.. lu-vo.’ 

. "■‘Don*! ymi knoi^- V 

‘ WSl, he is in hSigland.’ 
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‘ I wonder ’ 

‘ Whatever do you wonder ? ’ 

‘ I wonder if you will 1 ’ 

• Oh — Lady Cannynge ! ’ 

‘ I shi 'uld like ymi toJ)e happy, how I shouW like .that 1 ^ 
‘ Yvu are g'xid ! ’ 

' No.’ « ' • 


‘ But why do you wjTnt me to be hapj)^- ? ^ I^such a speoi; 
iorl of ;i way, 1 mioan.’ 

‘ LU'i'ik it ’s because I ’m so flnhapp)’'.’ 

' Are }'iiu ? ’ * 

(' Vi ry, V. ry unhappy.’ 

Is it aB\;iv^ what ynii I'-M nit*? ’ . 

‘ Nie ’ li'ilui'is liHik'iil .at Ihi' \\ hill'* sail. ‘,It ’s luueli 

III' U'l' than \ h.at in ov.' 

O ^ 

Slio slnif loT oy.'s. .Vri’s.' J< 'liiiinLLs’ fit*’'' uhanL’’''(l. It 
liud Ix’hTl 1 1' »f I( >h;tl. 1 )' siuMrulv prr>f(;>si( »iiai . 

S1t‘ I’llIlkMl (.iW'F 1 )i ij. ►TrS. 


-‘litl 


' T'll nie wluit you dv f<<’li[iy lik< slo* said. 'Tull me 

vxaullyd 

T)<T>r<'S told her. TIm ia* was a loiiy siliaoa-. 

Tlik' iiursr inadu iio roiniiL lit on what Dolvues had told 
her. , 

Di.dores ask' d Iut for im tyauioii. 
sVt last D( T *r(‘S said : 

‘ To-daw, when ea'-n were <nit, I ^(,t a t'Twram froin mv'" 
hiishaiid. \\ hell lie |( a\’es I'aiulaiid he is een'iiiy lier*’ t(') 
take me hael; to Ivonie.’ 

‘ Shall y'Oi wish me to yo when he (saiie^ ? ’ , 

‘I don’t think so. k waul y< >u near me. And I shall 
want yoii mnvh mor(.‘ presenU\a’ 

She WiL^ ,^ll( lit. ♦ 

You ’ll hla' my huohaiid when you reah\ know' iiim/ sl'e 
addk’d after a inkin' nt. 

' I don't kiK »w 1 h;it ! ’ 

He k alwa\w nn’e io e\aTvh' mIw.’ 

‘ Exc<-pt y(»u, by wfial y( oi 've [eld me.’ 

‘ I fvel perhaps I (H.iyht loesyr to have bad you. But I 
C' aildn’t h( Ip it.’ 

‘ And why do you nelp it now' ? ’ 

‘ Nobody could ever unde^rstand,’ 
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* I don’tknow about understanding, Cut I think I know,’ 

‘ mat ? ’ 

' Well— hhe gentleman ^mu sent me to speak to in the 
QalJ. . When he gave me a Ioc)k, by that, and the way ^fou 
went out of the drawing-room, I a good deal, I think.’ 

I don t wattt to see him again. I don^ want ever to 
see him againj AndJ;liiit \<'vv ihing, niv nut waifting t<), is 
wickedness nfiw,,, ^jUer \^hat I ha\'e* dune. ^ And now my 
husbanTl i^ coming here. And — and when I ha\'e to tell 
him— ’ 

*^he broke • 

You mean to tell him tlem ! ’ said Nnrsu Jennings, qiflte 
sii^pty, apf»;.rentV^^ n</ttleT*^s jr(‘i ing Duluri .s fis a sinner nor 
aceejiling as a neural | »bl( in. 

I shill hav^’ to — at la .1 . Tfuw ean I h'-lp t( lling him ? ’ 

' But-* -what du yuii V ' ^ 

'I shall h:i\s; to t(‘ll liim al h )ut-^ ale *u t (hr elnlj. And 
tleai — mirsu, (.nii \s>u le lp ('.an any unr h' lp me ? 

Sudckail}' shu br<J:u d^oMi, and ecanjtlrl rly. Xurse 
Jennings wunt ipiiekly Xwola, and !'< gg''d him go un an 
erranfl tu the tuwn, Th< n six- retiirixal lu I fie paviliun. 
Before the t^vu \s'unx.‘n w* nt b.aek to the liutel she t^neW the 
truth of the h^jisode at Ohwa^o. 


CHAPTEB XXJvVI 

# 

Attfui that day Dolures fdt a (s-rtain sense of relief, but 

nijt b( cause of aneJliing X ftr^i'^.^auiings had said to her. 

Xhe relief . Vann* fi’uiji the fa<‘t tha^ she iiu lunger bore the 

Isurderfc^f hbT si er(> fiiK’umpamoned. Cesare did nut knu\v 

it ])i^t i.»nly part (J it* X^urs(‘ Jennings uf (‘ourse had 

spuken tvui’ds in aw’urd \vith In r eharaeter. Slie lead stated 

Certain fagts. And facts had gone u\ < r tlx* spirit uf Dulures 

as a tra\'elling*\\1 nd goms u\’(a’ grass, lea\ang il juW as it \vai3 

when tla^vurfd was still. Xhu'se' Jennings soon saw that, 
> ' 
And difl nut attempt any furtlyr cuinbat agninst ^he con- 

victiun of Dolores. She had had patients with hxed ideas 



THE FRUITFUL \ INE 


50 ^ 

before, iid knew lt)W dilTjcuIt it was to ' sliift ’ ^uch ideas. 
And, perhaps, though she did not show it then, Dolores’ 
belief had made souk' impression upon her. 

The natures of the two women were very dissimila^ * 
and in that dissimilarity- Dolores had found the path which 
sustained hei h et as she went to confessi< »ii. Once the 
confessi<*n \vas lioislied, and Nurse Jvnnings^had ' iiad her 
say,’ on vhat^^he pieke<l out at the nssiiviit as the main 
fact of im{)ortanee, Dolores and she seemed te* fall ■ back 
int<^ ohur habitual relations. l)ole)res ditl not treat her as 
])enitent treats ])riest. And Nurse Jennings did nr)t express 
an^, opinion ( .n tlie moral <juestion im oha^d. That lark 
of expr<ession to Dolnis's ^a dfs-^^jer eonfidenee ki the 

nurse. She' needed neither e< »ndemnat ion mtr ^ibsolution 
fr(jm any human b* im^^ just then. What she needed was 
acceptance, to be afos-plfat \si1h hi her hand the gii’t of her 
sinr*eritv. Sle; kreav tE^' nurse* ae<;<'Tde'd her. And often 
silt-' rcnir'iiiliiTi'd f-fi'' \vi.r<e, ' T am all for voii.' 

It 'Wfus jdi rliaps I hat secn<- m th<' })a\'ilie>n hielnmcrvcd 
Dotai'S to writ*' to P;ila//o h>arb< i’mi, asking that any 
letters should Iv' for\'> ard' d, Iml f(»i'bidding the servants to 
give her jiddr' ss to any <>m'. Italian and Sicilian posts are 
sl(_)W. Four d lys <^laps( d t)ef(^^(.' she had aiiy'reply. Then 
a packet arrived. Sh<‘ unditl it <piiekly, and at once saw 
three letters in (dsare's handwriting. I’here was al^o a 
letter froip Tlc'o, ui'itE'H bef(.r(^ he knew sle^^ had gone 
Sieilv. She read Tir o's 1< tt< r (ii'st. How calmut seemed ! 
She felt absurdly ns if his eoni[E te ignorance (C.all that she 
knew was unnaturak as if h<' had sunk ints> cliili^i^ime^S , 
Rut hw w C( Mild he k la ov 

He mentioiK (1 the hoiix m T>aneaster Gat(., and took her 
baek into tie' bedroom urRala/vo Rarberini. As le>ng as she 
lived could stw e\'er forg< t that house in ’Lancaster Gatey 
and its effe(‘t ujion h< r destiny ? ' 

So — that V as 'Hkm > ! , ^ 

A sensation of >ad iroiiv |)ossesse(h Ir r soul as she laid 
his letter down. .She s.it ktoking at the three unopened 
lette rs of Cesare. If she had done what slie washed to do 
at that moment she ^^ould have destroyed them*;.Lnopene{I^ 
passing a sponge over the slate on w'hicli terrible words were 
writ ten. She diej not want to face the truth that she had 
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conjur^^d up. She was a er^ward, jind than a e<>\snrd. 

For shr- had d<»nc the unf* >rL,n vahic thin^n She had used 
without Bidrtriune; it. AnJ she saw (’csare ^o^v as \aetim 
•Tifther^than Ionst, lEif ;jt last sle- r»|eTied uiie of his lett<fs. 
She read it quirkl\^ juid pul it d<>a*rif Tlien she epfaicd the 
secr)jid. 

Sfie was sjt^/iiLt r>n«^h'- hiLdi t( i-[-ae<‘ h^ fore lea m ) rn 

w ' * 

► wind4p*-v* It was al 4 (fi ]1 Hirtw' o’el(M‘h in lli<' at ^ iia )e:i. The 
heat LU''-at, Jhd d.}' \sas ru'^Aa Jstiia hesked 

-l^y^diarly \e]eanie uiid' !- l,h<d yr-y slw^ ^^ith a W[f\a.Hess, 
yrey sea at^ ikk N-* siii<>ke was \ iNi[>lr‘ stisarninp^ out 

of the ei’at(^. And t^-day tlie ahs^nec of vnioko- Miyyest^d 
daiTya tn E()k»]'(^-^ TIh‘ ne'd t(» watli 

earefiilly dow.a’ed tiis's, ni(:jlit al iii:> souh.‘ dr<' adful deed. 

And Siei^v lay •around it lilo a laial xlri<’k< n willi f<Air, its 

radiant beauty van]sh''d ^ ^ 

She r< i'id the sceofid l< tt<^' ar^d th# tliird. ddieu shs- sat 
bat^k an(.l looked at letna. 

T)''S])iTe lier kiMSwk'de,' of j|jc \oleaii(k.s territi(‘ ])(»’#.rrs, 

sine^ .sIk;' had r<av.l C^:sare\s h I Imo she f' lt as if the po^ver 
in a fully awakened human srail mad<' all other forees seem 

iiei^diyible, ^ ^ 

Ho;v had sir- (.A'er darcil to ♦! e- I he feeliny in^\ human soul 
as she had used Ec.sa ^'c's 

d<\S(W\ed that In* sleaild ]>uny'.}i h<T. \\h>uld he 
punish ner in spit(‘ of all she e<M]|d d<^ ? Idie terjible thine 
was that indiis simoTity h^' [x iai ,l, ntly assuryed hers. He 
took it for ^>^’ant(.d that she l«e. < <1 him. 

Ills livit^etfer was slaat, and <'\pr4 ss< d anxiety about her 
health, beyyed. f^or an interview cfireetly she was iLle to 
st*e any one, and,in a \n‘il<‘d manner indi<‘ated that it wars 
essential t^e interview^ should n;)T be lony delayed. She 
1 Aidersbjorf tRa^ in #his k tter (^■s^re had tried to yovern 
himself, to attain tlie^disiaa t n n i she w<mld wish for, to sink 
• tlj? pi'i!X.sJt)nat(^lovcr in the man <*f tlie wmrld. 

The second letter ♦was lonpa-r anj much less prudent. 
Almost vi(^lent]y he asked why there had been no reply to 
his first letter^ Ale wsrote that he must see her, and that 
ys' IcBS ^je^^ceived an answer of some jtind— a w ord only if 
the were really unwell — he shouVl eome again to th^ palace. 
ITs‘ tn^d t]ie time^of his del^y at tw'enty-f^ur hours. 
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And then tlmr^ Hvns tlic third Icttor, wTitten after another 
visit to tliu p,t1;lU(\ iiiid liis disuovcry of Ikt departure without * 
leaving any addrrss. , 

' Dolores sat at Etna, and fcrlmif as if thaT thirc^ 

l(‘tt(‘r had o'MrulusI In f t'ko a llani<- froiii its iiU'UoU loruast. 

T1 E r*' a s s^aiirthine une< oa rnahlu in ('<'s;ir<'. She had 
hrcii a\s arr of it riioro tlian ont'u, tciarhlv av.trc of it on the 
niejit \sh'ai he luid talaai tesr hack tw the a])artnionk v hile • 
Sir ddiroih.rc sh'pt. Eut ie'V<;^— not (oa n tE n- ^aid she 
rtaihs'si it as sli^ di<l at this nionujiit. His passitai nii^hk. 
jtaw away. S1 e‘ had luaard jx Mph- suy r.f Me' Italian ehar- 
a/ r< r tliat it \\as full of hrut lout of heat that \mw nt*t lasting. 
S1 e‘ did lEit h:n<aw wIe-IItt lies wa^ truh. Ihit she kiiew 
that she had rous'sl an int< nsitv v\hieh, though h: rnight die 
a\Na\a iniLdit causo (hsliuetinn Ix-ftai it (lad. | She f' lt 
tlE‘ lix< d attention of u h-sirt eoa<sai1 ra 1 < d upon Ie.t. sVnd 
it was like an o\a' lhat \\(aild nka'rr he ^^(■ary of watching. 

1 t hroaii 1 ( > t < I'l’ifv Ie'I’. 

third k tt. f h;i,d < \ id' nU>' hcai \^rittrn in ahuMid of 
]■( (l-liol ( >a*i[< iiETit. A hit 1 < r sens'* of injury tlaiiEMlji^d (jf 
il. Jkit still the man ah" had uritt- n it hdieved in the 
\S'iinan's lo\'r. It was iiMacdihle f.. (tsar-' that Dolores 
eoiild ha\'‘ (kdi'' \\hat sIe' had d'Ci'' uiid' r any inlhien('‘e 
sa\<“ that of jiasunii. Ihit <'\adon1he he susp( ctcd a sharp 
F'^aetioli of fsar, a eissplliL' pek>' ef prud'lES*. E\]d Iltly^ 
1e“ th'iiiaot 1e.' <.l<de(‘t <1 dang<'r to his lo\a‘ in this 

r'aetioii. Avd 1e; fouahl acainst ties sujiifosed danger 
vith an ' lE-rgv that was ji* ro's Almost as h.a toiieh, his 
kiss had sjedo n t" h' in IIe* garden of \ ilia Al‘-di('i did 
his wNtt''!! uolsls sp'ak !'» hor now. Ihit Iejw diff'relit 
was 1e r r< sp. .use ! ^ 

Tn A ilia M'“diei she had ie arh' heeii (‘argi''d aw'ay hy the 
intelisitv of his d'-sirc. In 1 h; t liioUE lil wIe II he had seemed 
alh sh'' lE'thing, she had known how tlE* desirs* tol»e needed 
somotiiiH's l)etra\'s goiad woiiioii. 

But there was a guB fixed I )et\s ( oii d hat woman and the 
woman now sitting on the t<-rraeo at Taormina. 

And never would Cesare hridge it. 

Tlu re was, ns he .suspected, reaction. But dk was in- 
action which had carried a nature back to its own essential 
truth. 
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And Ces^re did not Ivnow the strange •and mystical o ni- 
viction which, ahn<>st like that arc'V s'-a down there, wa\'e- 
less at Et^ieUs foot, (‘nvelnpcd th<* s<»i]J df Dolores, ehanyino 
jt • gi\Tio' to its coiirsd a new dirretion, towards tho r<'^aflii 
of unkiKjwn fate. ls\'<‘ii ikjw, in f error (k wliat CoWare 
was, of what he^niiadit do, she felt h' re^ If he a evonian 
apart. For out of th^ sin, the teiToi’, the sordidn^ss, nnist 

arise a flower ^lita with itfn< >eeiiee. * 

• •T • • • 

Aiid^ suiLh Illy there ‘.sujir tn her tie; Ihdiiehk ' Possibly 
this chiM ha<1 to l)e*hMrn, not for nrs not for lhi< o, rtoK for 
IT'Tlre, but f(^ th<»wnrld ! 

It was a flmuLdit perhaps faiitastie, pi'open}' of n dreai^- 
inp^W(*nan f arrest on mi t h<^ J eais pie that no inan ean e\a‘r 
enter, the Rirjiie ()? th<‘ wletf/ sails l^at ar<' set towards th'‘ 
tlawd(\ss l^ue, J3ut it was a tliouedit that heinsfeith wjis 
never qi ift e to die ill III'' yitiid Itoh.ri s. And it was a 
t h' )uyht that lifted lea, in i li# nione nl^of its h( es ciiiny, ale >ve 
h(.)th hsT Sense ( *f sin aiel le r scifse of f(‘ar. 

iTut tke eTey lay ahoss; I'itiri, and the ro’ey sl(‘pt atf its 
fo( >t. And sir' returned into f ;tr. 

WTia^, must she do lief<*r<' she well! hack Wlfll Tlwo to 
Rome ? Tfow' w’as sir' lo I'n (h ■ n.iture sle- hed p.eised, 

to tri'ad doW'n*into i he eartli^lh'' erne d inan^horn of the 
drao^'cV^f I oollr-.he had sown Y 

Nurs(‘ Jeiinnios, wle's^^ ftedreom <'[«<'re'd on to the tei'i'aci' 

• # . 

wle'iv Doleres^wsis sit I i ny, wsas < njoyiyy a ^i'sta.^A \'erv 

stroiiy and i^‘ti\'e wonian, and now tahinn ar^ unexpe(_'t(‘el 
holiday, sle: \Aas U}* early in tie' nea-niny arel, unwearied 
in * t^iyh^-se( n yl mad'' <'Xp' dit i* cis e;ieh day, hut always 
returieaf to the h'^f 1 to huedi with^ )olores, ho sjw'iii her 
mr^rninys rpietly, sit tiny with a hook in tie' (ireek theatre, 
or on tlie lowa-r teri’aee of tle‘*Tufl(M» uieler tie- palm trees. 
PU'sently D? pM^e^ * 00 ^ up and went^to the wiielow of tlie 
niirseks i1:)<b»m. The wlfite mos(piito net was rhiselv drawn 
about t^iei>ed. ^Dolores stood in the at)erture of the window, 
ancf softh^said : 

‘ Nurse f k 

There wms no rehlv. 

^ -L - • 

‘ Nurse y m awake ? ' 

*"^Yhaf ? ’ said aTnufUed voiee.^ 

There was a movement on the bed. 



506 


THE FRUITFUL VINE 


‘ Did soiiir one s^)eak ? ' said the voice, still dr(t\vsily. 
Dolores stepptul intn the room. 

'Don’t rn()\el Don’t midraw the net. D’lUsit down 
oOtside. I want to sprak to you.’ < , 

‘ It ’s yon, Lady Oaifiiyni^n* ! I don’t know what come 
to me to-day. ^ I feel <piit'“ hea\'V with sl< rp.’ 

' It ’s t)nly th'‘ sir<HM‘o. Lif still, and let jne sit^here for 
a little. TliLaji^st haa eoiiee and T Jiad ''jiiie lettj^rs.’ 

' Letters ! Ai’r there any for m<‘ ? ’ 

' Nm’ 

' Well, d’ voii know' I ’m yhid ? I don't seepn to want any 

f f~ 

k^ters and such thinys h'T<‘. Rut yours ! I hope they ’re 
nit's* ones V ’ ' y 

She mtjvetl ayain aiekput her hand to the - 
' Nurse, please (joii't di’aw kaek th'- net. ’d redher ys)U 
didn't.’ 

Nurse Jt'nninys lav >'ill. t 
' Just a.s you like, Lad}' ( :tnn\'nye ! ' sli^ , ael. 

N »w li'T voiee Was (put'* \Md' -aw al:< s ' 

' I ’v(‘ had sdiiM' l< il< rs flistdiave Ih*'}' ’ve made me very 
anxious. Tie y '\'e fiiylitMi- d me. I d<»n't know what to 
d( > ale ail them.' 

' I 'ill soiTT. ihil it ak.'x'pvW a mistake id he friyhtened. 
It 's that hrinys Ihiny-. alxtui.’ 

' R»rinys tliiny-. alecil ? ’ ' 

' Rrni^^ llimys on J.o p'syk, I l)elie\sa I’ve noticed it 
often with jiatients. \\< afraid of some j>artn'u'ar illness, or 
Some [lartn'ular o|)' ralion, and a.-^ (dieii as n<jl^^ it eonecs on 
you.’ ' r* 

' Lhai't think I heliere in all that.’ 

'Well! I thoiiyht you Wert' more inelined to it than I 
am ! ’ O ' 

' Oi tee p/rli:ips T wa,s. JJut I tried tt» himy SttiiKsthiuy 
about hv tliinkiny, tksirmy, ami it didn't happen. I don't 
think we (‘an tlo \ epy mut'h ft»r t)urselves, e\;'n ayainst t)ur- 
stdves.’ ^ 

Can I lit Ijt yttu about those letters ? 

' Yt)U ’I't^ the only person in the world that t'an, I think.’ 
' I 'll d<j mv best. You may dejtend on thatiL 
' You can do nothiny herj*. But when my husband corn^, 
and we go back to Rome, I think perhaps you might.’ 
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Shr dre\T her ehair a litth? furtlu.T away fruin the m* isquito 
net. 

' Whei^ yet to Ihem^ilo you think yon could gc) aj^id 
♦sto sofne one for in*' ? ' * 

' I dofi’t,see why ^ lot/ 

' It \s— it W(>ii1d 1»(^ I li<‘ ]>orson wlio oaine t(t wle ii 

you were with^nr tie ■ t^>tliqr day/ 

‘ ^ • 4 • 

Do/fres \V 4 L^ sit iit. Sle^ did fe»l know how to ^ro on. 

High she leld told Xiij'so J' 1 1 n 1 1 1 T'. line'll sle' leerieii 
fold her (W^rt^tliiny. Ikd if He- XurN-; u< ro going to hU[) 
her must sl^‘ not i< 11 o\( r\ ^hiiig ^ 

'•I Rave had Sowe* f 1 1 of# from Inm/ sle' said at length. 
'He d<) 0 sn^i ^nekrsland -Ihmy-. And I m afraid, unle:^s 
soimdliir^^ is (IfHea le* might (jo ^le- a or' al deal «•[ liaini. 

I 'm afraid h-' nilghl rnin ib-v life nll- rle.’ 

'He shar/t do that/ sae f t le^ \s h A' lejimd tie* mos(|uito 
cuiihtain with great (h.eiaon. ' N*'! if I ''an st^p him at any 
rate ! ’ • ' ^ ^ . 

‘ V-^I disnd mean rnv .o>ei:il hf<‘/ 1)m|(H’< s eontinned. ‘ I 
don’t rr'alK' care al.iout lhat. W liat [ nean i> my life with 
mv husband/ ^ 

' I suppose — I daresa v^ai 1 N’’ oie'* mielit 1 hink, afl'T \shat 
has U pjieiied, that niv lif'' w d li rn\Uin '^nd mils I mean V(.‘ry 
!iLtle*to me. That isi/t so. If nj.'aiw# \ er\ ( hiiig. ^And it ’s 
that — I l:no\V quite g,vell ’ 

She stopped. Ide; frviiig to sp-eL fie- [.lain truth Iwonedit 
iM horrivde^TiiTamiiL^ honi-' to le r \‘. i(L a ('tarie s^ I hal hurt 
her like too ljerre*hght. Sle- f< It a^if de- e.aild not piif that 
t filth into \\ . .rds e^eii 1 o Xurs- '^.hay ling . A nd | .erhapo since 
► that converi^atioii gfter dinteT in Itda//. > Harberini, tie; nnrso 
nnderstood*evTr\'thni<e ev< n wl%il h.1d*not been plainly told. 

' Nurse*’ shr* began agaii^ ' the [xTst.n 1 want you to see 
J.h^iks*n^' beWw than 1 am. He doesn t und' I'sfand at all 
how l:)ad I am. I wuAt \ on to malre iiini und. rstand. He 
— he ihinkif I loye him. That would ha\'e hern some exeuse 
for me/ her \a^ce became lower ; ' T want him — I feel he 
l^t kljo^v’* that ^-t hat I hadn't that, excuse. When he 
knows that, I thin*k he will hate^ me. I am sure h^ must. 
I suppuse am hafefuk’ 
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' Don’t sav that.' 

' Prrhap^ sinrr T s])Mk<' fo you tliat niylit in Palazzo 
Barhrriiii yon nn< 1< rsl an<l a littL' — I (hm'l kiio\\.' Perluyjs 
no on<:* (nv could. T don't know — now win 'liar I c'An* 
understand. Ihit it’s don*-. (July- (Cily if iry husband 
sliould ov( r Icr.ow 1 don’t feel I could live any lou^rar. He 
thinks I am a yood woman.’ ^ 

Suddenly slto yot up an<l w<'nt to the vnhdowa * 

^ Oh ! I don't know how 1 a .n sci- kirn ay^in ! ' t-^hc ex- 
clairnwl. ‘ 1 dis ad Ins (‘ominy.’ 

Nurse Jonniiezs thrust aside the iic •>( nnf< ^ nef raid ernerynai 
iitio the rs)onn \Mth Icr red hair in disorder, about her 
tlushi'd ami fl'.'ekled f.tee. ♦ 

'(’(Cildn’t you leTi <■* vei nwek |<> t<‘ll your hr.sband — Lady 
Cannynye ? ' slai said bluntly. '' ’ 

‘ But— 1 told y(»u ! Il 's my kiis})aiid 1 lo\a? ! ’ 

‘ d’hen ('ouldn’t you krimt^ hini V 
' Trust him 1 

‘ With just the 1 rid h ^ 

'He would ne\er speal: to ms' ayain. That's Iryv^meii 
are.’ 

And'Nur^e Jeiiumys, after an instant of sdsait I'elhadioii, 
said : ^ . 

' I s'pose it is hew thev are. (;,»d Icdp them ! 

'And I thini: - - t ' l)<.lor<s said, lookiny ewav from the 
nurse, ' PMiinl: 1 w<»uM ratlwr, e\«_n nowy that th'pv w'ere like 
that.' • , 

Nurse Jenninys yazed at Iwr steadily. '•But neither 
wonder nor sarcasm <Mnie int(» the sunburnt and ‘^reckted 
face,h>nlv a \'erv huma/.' te nderness. 

' 1 rloii’t see how your fiuslymd could help but love you/ 
she suid. , ^ 

Dolores turned roiimr, cair.e to the fiurse and t<aiehe(l hVr 
shoulder. 

'Save me fresrn lo.^ing him!' she said kith au'acctnk 
almiest of terror. ' When you yet to Uorne y<i to D(»n Cesare 
Carelli and make him umh'rstand. Try toykm.kediim forgive 
me, leave me alone. Only tr\" ! lint — if Te doesn’t ! If 
he won’t ! ’ * ^ 

' Hush ! Hush 1 Now, my dear, sve ’ll go to the garden 
and be quiet. Didn’t we coniQ here to be quiet,? I ’ve no 
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idta Mf inv litll.- ImliOay, I (‘.in OH v-ni, wiUi rc lot 

of t)l;t,(?k fancies that for aliiH^-.t <‘(il;ii[i \son't (‘oin<‘ to anv- 
thiny. TinTe enDiiL'h tn ^naz/,l'' alr n thiiiys do happt^n. 

► iVov, •^ajii put <ai \e»iir Ijat and tata* a bo(>k, aiid ’ll yn 
and sit* by that fyiintain. I (ht just htve its r>dd little 

noiM; ! ’ • • ^ 

And Ah<ai Ijiey in^flc c-ink'n J\5ir^c Jraiiine^, using 

a sulj4l<‘Xy ijarnral woiia ri, ssh- llc r snbtl<‘*or not, turned 
tile < )f rV'l' )r<‘S io\s a] ( Is^ I iii( I ii(h ■ bv 1h'' stx alnny of one 

^yTj^enee only. •\Vh(ai Xaiola had duly s<4 th(‘ fountain 
f^layiny, shg l^lai^ifked : ^ 

' There aje tina.s in a \\<aiian's lifo wla n sli^e (Lm siiT rave 
it rf!il^ to horself fy k'A]) laa^,. If from gri/zling and fr' ttiiian 
l)ut to sranT* cine rUc 1o(»/ * • 

rt'slors-^ Iriok^'d at tho nurs-' aOhout saying a word, but 
the expri ssioii in laa' *ho\N((l lhat she laid und< rst< x wl, 

and tliat tin* words had surfk d^s p iftto i ho soft nest (d her 
lasMi". * ^ 

Did tfie nurse, tiua, l>-‘Ii(‘ve ^ 

■atj, at nioTiiont Dolores fell as if hor niy>tioal belief had 
received tlio c'rudo acpui' 'scenc< ‘ (d Motlc r Natiirse She 
did not realisf^lhat lie tiaie l ,»f woua n may deceive for a 
purpose ceuneeted with oii< ♦>\hMm she ha^ learnt to l'.>ve 
and to pity. ^ 

D(_J(a'os did not ansiver ('( sare’s |ett<<^^s. She darssl last. 
WhaT Could sire write that would sali^fv him, stih^iis liereo 
excittuneiit And slm dared not h t Jiim km^w wher<‘ shs- 
was. He W(«]ld come o\ er to se( k Iwr. 1’ill Nmae Jenmngsi 
r< -turned * loan I h 1 1 1 as m u 5 be h f t r. tic \' w er' a D< >l( a’es 
hated to tro.al F^vare wilh wha 1 ni^-1 se( m to him a Tii'sn- 
sh’ous, an unpardvnabhe coii (yTii]at. SI 1 II, ouclil ho m^t to 
haw.‘ S(>mo cj aisidoration f(>r Ici' st;Je (d fear aff* r tho ncoipt 
(sf* the Prinoess's warning ? SJw tTi<y^l to think so. She 
ev( ii dij Think so. I^ut. s<^er' t]\n she pardoned marv'thing 
jc'^aus# his ft^wa? foj’ her. And she felt that she a ha 10 was 
the sinner^ To protect le r - P from Ik' b rre>r of any irasre 
lettoi's she • telegraphed to the- palaoe that nothirig rmsre 
was to be forw^fcirdt'd, •that sh5 mivht re turn to Romo any 
dajpi- T^i^ fl.e)ne, slm r<wolved to dota<‘k la r mind from the 
great fear r»f the future. She Resolved to us<‘ tlte time 
rcinainyig to her iii Sicily in 4 )reparati(an foi^something else. 
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She must find conrai^n- and ealiii. wSla- had smiLjht beauty, 
quiet, with a stranye jnirpoM- a Inch siie had ma er told to ' 
any line, and now she was not i^siny them. Sh'.' '.vould use 
th f^in. Sh'‘ \v(Hi](i Lfix i' herself to tlir'in. Silently she stm^^/u 
to sninmoii about Iut iIp' s]>irits of tlu', hills ;iiul of the sea, 
the s]nrits of s'he oli\s* aiul almond yvovs-s, and < »f th*' still 
sea eavsTfis \\'h' T>‘ tli'- red hr'‘ <»[ llu' ('»i'al hi(fds in I he ylassy 
du'p. I'o a y;ir;idise shv' had (s.ine avihh a dehUer>^^<‘ in- 
tention. AndiueA ^1 f‘ r< e .|\ I <hto fullil Jt. o ^ 

SliAsank into slilhu ss. lint d S's. nu d to la r always 
it was the slilliu'sd whieh yr- eedes storm. Jt n:ij>|>< ]u d that 
a^ su<*<‘' 'ssr >11 of da\^s (>f sirix^e** FS'inu' to Sjeily just tludU, 
remindiny lu'r often tli;it v inter evemny wlu n siud had 
drivs.m to viut llu‘ lh'i.\e( os Meiu'- Ih. 1 'as r U f(>re Iut 
I stna hroo<l* d \Mth e<>ver<'d hid -s, sniok' t s . terriiiu. Now 
and then th<‘ isr^v sif n**'' tli.it hi’o'xl' d uhoiit ' La ^^>ntayna ’ 
was ri\sm hv a dull :in'^l far-< >ff dot( )nal ioi i, llu' \ oiee <>[ the 
mountain sji' akmLe dhieu the si|en<‘o elosctl ayain. .'hit 
the'\0)iee still eelux <1 m a woman s momory, r> » l)'>lores 
it SecTll'dl llt.e a \ ' e, . ‘ that arose IroUl t Ijo molt*'!! de])tjtis of 
tho tliinys uiex on to ihreaton lu r. ' Tlu re is no deht: that 
shall rot i'Veiituallv l.>'' j>ai<l to tlu' uttf'rmoA farthiny. 
There is no seiTet thine 1 hat shall iiol one day k»e kuowiu’ 
So thr^ mountain se'-med to sp-ak thr<>uyh the still yr'-y 
W(ULther to tho w'oii'an ho walehod it from t lu' hiyli t^ iTVaud 
above th" still, yr<'Vis-a. Aiul its uoiee was as a yrrs'iter 
\s>i(a', usine d'lnporal luoaii-. to express tho et^dinal truths. 

Thre<' w'oeks ha<l [)aso-d. \n>l Sir d^lu odore.was eouiiny. 
lie was on his \sav. HoIoT' . wa^ not sure wtiy lus a. le. 1 hr 
jourilov to Taormina untoad of nioeijne hor m Korms It 
mieht ho hosam.o ho ha<l not yet seen Ta> >rniina. (Jr St 
iniadit bo for anollur rodo,u ; from a i^ent tnianly desire 
t(j pay a delieato att ntuKr-. to hi. wife afr^ , loavuny huT 

for several wss k-. on anotlior woman's huuness. Tlico 
wms s>)metimes \ m v' ear' ful m litth* things.* iJetaU of^^en 
appealed to him. IdiA ]<>urno\' fn.'au Home to. Laormina 
mieht possiblv be detail. 

blow was sh<‘ yoiny to meet him ? r 

N( uv that she know Ik' wsas aidually on his Way. rusting 
toweards Sieilv by dav andnniyht, she eould ihj loiigiw control 
her mind. An-^ intense nervous agitatirai took possession 
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of h^r. Blit sh^* trird to j^n.)V<Tn it. Anti sp^Mnnllv she tried 
to C'siieeal it from Nurse Jeiinines. She slrjwrd it nmirJy 
by hiT ^inklrii desire for jx ■r[)rt u:il o(‘(*i]] i.dejn. Now slie 
ejnil*]^ not l>r still. Sho ^osr ^ arh^ in tli'- niorniny. ttlir 
aoeoTiip^iiiied Nurs(‘ ,]< nnines in ^ di M« >iis mounted on 
donkey back. J'liey w<'nt p, Zirello, t(_> the 

surnmibof M<>n[e \( i^cic. Tlxe/ desixnded to t]in*.ef_a, t(x»k 
a 1 X >at, \nsit ejf t lie < ■:^\a s .‘fud i’» >\\ e( 1 :l 1< e 1 c f he ir \ i nc" sle »]■( s. 
AikT^'' time |');iss(*(i witli a f« erfiil swiftness. And the dav 
of Thexbs arrixeJ^d.'Lw lied. 

'TJe eanniit kiv^w !’ Dolores said to h< rn If. ‘He shall 
,1 . • ♦ 
not kla wv. 

yut, she ,f(X dm W I ]l( fseir lioiil O' >11 \ let ion. No W' she did 

nr) t feel at'aid of ih-' Pune* .>'s P lhnu (he truth. She did 

ns) t fix'Nafran^ >>f ('> ware's re\'e;iliiiL: ih by soiik' r< ddess 
k'u ‘k ( )f e. * 1 . 1 1 ! loll < >r Im s* >me *t < »f \^i >l< ■ i a Sir - ( ] j ( 1 n> > t e \ en 
loo); for\v;Lrd into the fuliii-s and \^>nd< r wlial" she would 
do ssheii tier ia\'.(ieal e(ai\ielatn \>, a , (fanstaled into faat. 
W'Isat >sk<s feared a > her own re\s lale-ii nowa How (tcild 
she eisrie- al the eliane'' m h<Ts> lf fisan Plr oY llow uould 
she ^(»^'er her S' eP' t as lal na (s>\ ei’, d lie- 1 in i iiend. .us fii’cs ? 

She l(x -he. 1 a! h' l'e lf 1 ii 1 1 1 ' ' ul a '• o .‘siuN hs her a()[i^‘arane('‘ 
Was changed. • Siir' ly tin' n^>-.l ea .iial <■'.< -> must see (lie 
W'(sma*n*sh' ‘ h;td beeouns And din '^'s c’.- , had S' < n in r for 
more tlnin ten veai" , ediiff' ehe hud be. n a y<'<'d \'o>nian. A 
siek'^iiny disUfl p.o,.', (<{ Inr. Sine^ sin' liad seined she 
no lonycr Kliiwed in 'rh< ots iin fa it hfulin s . ^to her. She 
fell lhat sln.'^iiad n As w b. I n 'V < d in it. Sin' kin-w riow that 
if The.f h;i ( i ai ^ u ; 1 1 ! \' s 11 1 In d ais LI 1 1 st Inr in- e. a 1 1 . 1 ma ( w ha\ e 
l;i!v' ii Tn r to kriTseah, spok> n of ^'aina t'> her as hsP had 
s^M > 1-0 n. 

She had order(‘(r a eari'iae< ■ u« f h^ d iuteinled to e. > d<>wa 
t'^ths' statwbn* o> H wianJini to n|''<f Ui'^ train from Missuia. 
Put w 1 1 ^ i*a s( 'jw ai 1 1 n_‘ to I f H h' - r tin - earri ass ' w :us w a 1 1 1 in 

at tlie^d'gir sl^' (‘(.iitl n<»t^iiala‘ uj) In r mind t<> yo m it. 
*Aitl stiet'alk'd Nurs.' .L nnine.o 

“ Nursf‘, ^she said^ sin- wa^ m ar to treiubluiae but con- 
trolled in i' bodA \rith an effort, ^ w ill \s.u do soun thim^ fur 
me ? \\ ill vou oo down and nie<-t my hu .hand ? ’ 

■ DcnS vi'u fijcl up to .coiii/^' Y ’ 

Do] ores sh' x ►k her heail. 
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' Wouldn’t it br brtti r to go and get it over ? ’ ;.aid Nurse 
Jennings. 

Sh(^ Npoke calinl\u even elieerfully. 

^ Ves, Ibit — I ean't g< e’ 

‘ Tle'n I \Mllb said tlr ijui’sc. 

‘Thank you And -and say s<un<‘tfiing to him. Say 
I 'm really not \'ery \\<-lk or of eonrs*; I would have come. 
Explain ])re[);ji'(‘ him foi’ — -he may lind, nu* ehang' d.’ 

' Yn\i mU'.l iiMt give wa\a or la; will.’ 

' R vill !)'■ all right, it I just get this Ikmiv alone.’ 

Nurse Jennings (same (‘lose to la r, le Id her hand, gaveTier 
a i‘iss, and wail away to I lie (‘arriag<s In a iraanent Dolores 
heard I h e s(>ni‘al <>f a \\'hi|> era<‘king, < f v'* h els and lJ hoj^ses 
trotting. Slie \\ent d<»\vn to I ho furlher of the tv'o terraees 
b(^k »w, and w, ilia d up aial downin the sun. ^Vr tk'c sire>ccrj 
had lifted, and the sini ^^-o> shinirrg that day. 

No one was Ilea-e. yh<' pa<s,’, 1-. and fi'o for a long time. 
Ihit the nevaaiienf s< eja.^d to iiaa'eao' le.r ner\'ous agitation, 
and at last she went ipo.lairs, and sat down once mor> on Ict 
own terraee. She s'eight alniog fisanl ieall\^ in lier mind 
f(sr some subject (HI which sho (seild hx hop attention. And, 
as peoph^ often do \'dion tlwy lind thenis' |\ws in desjieratcs 
cireinnstaiKs Sv she hJl leawel^F that nothing really mattei’s 
in the life of t Ijo W( hF h 

‘I am nothing! If i'. all iiolhing! ' sh<‘ saipl to herself. 
* It will p';ss awsty and be f<a’golten almost dns'etly. Soon 
I shall b(^ gop(' for e\ ( p. Th'(» too! And tho^e who will 
eoiahann nag if what 1 ha\ e dciie is e\(‘P Iniown^they are all 
hurrving info dapLii' .s. \\ e are ehathtww it i^asesn’t 

inatti.r what happ- n> fo^_j]s hepe ! It diKon't inatt(W at all 
w hat hap] x ns to i la •. 

And all th(‘ tini'- slc' f. Ikthsit it matt(‘red inort' than any- 
thing had mattered siik*/; tlegbi ginning of » .a* A(i.id. 

She tri( (J t(» re-eaptnis' th-' wopld-f s ling whieh she had 
had now and tlaai. SIc' lo(>ke(r at Islna — ty-day sljowing 
a j)lum<‘ of while smoke — and at I la* \sg^t jsaia aarna of jieaks, 
and ra\ines, of ro(‘k and ]>lain and si^a. ' Tl a re is the 
truth,’ she said to herself. ' That remains- — ipiidiires. 
Etna sa\v Empedoeles, and is liere still. In a ^c)v years I 
shall be dust.’ r, 

But she felt as if she were much more than Etna in God’s 
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great scheme. And then, abrnptly it had hajiprned 
before, the strange weariness and vitihi'c^e besot h<i'. Fur 
a iriuriieyt ilie was ovei’eMine b\' a scn.sr of r(*nioten(;‘ss, as 
^ i J were itlu Ji'a\Mi Io^l grr;if diJanec. Sh<‘ (']os(‘d >rr 

eyes. ^Vnd th'_‘ w« >i'ld-fo( h ng (snytto not in eonre m 

tioii with nahn’i- aAd nat iii’e's gh > 1 '.', bul m (^. aiie et ion wifh 
seanethnig holpless, fgail, 1 liat Tiiielit bo j>ii{ ont al^iost with 
a br<'atli, t l|^al w li- 'ti il (sanio, \Fiiild (,m-| 

tliroTi^jl* her. Sh* hed found \',h:il slio le od* d. She 
faslonetl her rniyd ] 1 [m.|i it. Slio lleinedil, ' Xd ft*]- :ii(> not 
T'or^esare, n*t for 1 'h< <► bnl for tli'- world I ' Slio liroielod 
(S\'lt I hat tfioi j L‘ fit , hooj )i I in h' r o\ . eh > od. Sir ■ sank do ^ni 
inbt tirat tiTouehN It‘»\^:ls liLo o|<.nJ and llro ifboig Ir r. 

Down tWe ^narrow road 1 hal t-d . tlr' yiae/a slio hoard 
ehoi rful , lesisos, Iho dolornuir'd (‘raohing (g a whije 1 ho 
roll 1 ng of vs hei Is, tho trot hoio., fc, ( . D ro w ;ls eoii 1 1 ng. 
] 3 ut still slio lv( [)t hor oyo.stshnf, S^r) Iho I lioiieht had Jiot 
lof^ her e\'on now. '.I’lio non,<'s*orow lond :ind eoasoij. She 
hoard \^)ie> s —a doo I > has> eop'o I h. d broii ' d 1 1 all hor ineiTiod 
life about hoj'. Jf'i hwarl b^al gnioldy. Ihil sir- sal slill 
and (Tung now io hoi- Ihouidil. a> if lhal alono (_‘ould bring 

hor salvation, Sir- h' erd sS i on Iho Jaiio,, the bass \S)ieo 

> 

sa\nng, ' liTli is h ? ’ a rejir r loiid Lnoekton lie* door. 
Sho tnfnod Igr he;id. wiUioiil, (•]) ning her eyes, and tried 
t( ) (‘all. ' (n nno in ! ^ * 

' !•)( d< »rotta ^ 

w ^ 

Dad she ^allod ? ddio door was opon. Sho was looking 
at Tli'nks la It* lieu isT brow II hairb. briedit (r\a'S, thick silver'sl 
h^ir. •AirMr'T socinod to hor now, 1 m oauso of her sin. lie 
ei’ovo (ftho ]’oo[n*:Lnd eaiiio out tr> I orraeio 
. ' \\ hat ’s tills V )U ai’o ill ! ’ 

Fending do\vai Iio to(»k horbia.Vl.* Sir- lookod uj) at hini 
sU-adilv, k'** ])tng Ir-r ^t hoiiLdil in Irb-jnind. 

^ Nothin ! ’ /» 

‘ But yJU got XdirseTTonningo and she tells me you 
*re'lllv aT'e not W(rll. , And if \'ou Xa- Ijrraight her with 
you , 

' I brought her^as eompany-r— ehi(dly.’ 

He sat^ywni near her. Ills eyi-s were seareliing her face. 
She saiT that, aiKjnjlung t(j her tt^ouglit more lirmly, almost 
fiercely, 

% 
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‘ But you do lool: ’ he bcLUin. 

He stripped. An almost puzzled expression came inh 

his cyi'S. 

‘‘ W hat ? ’ said Dolurrs. ‘ W'hat ? ’ 

She never toiik her eyes from his. 

‘ Net exactly ill ! ’ he said. 

Teir a ijiemeut he seemed, she thmurlit, ernharras^d. Hi 
moved his ('hair round till he faced the view. ,jAud he gazet 
at it in sdenee, ' ' ' 

' Ha’o I lldus ! ' he said. ‘ INatple are riL'lit. Vhd I'eswmaT 
ev.'is right, and Gi.'ethe, when lie wrote Kf'iirist Du’da. 
Euid ? ” here.’ 

Still looking at the viiew he repeated thi; first cerse ^Imosl 
under his breath, in a mutteVing voi'S'. At the eiur ht 
sighed. 

‘ \Vonderful I ’ he .sail I. v 

He turned again tow.jirds Dolores. His face had changed 
It held a I ook of strong, 'v e; g geiiiii rie emof ion, 

W change from -- L.aiie.aster Dale!’ he said., ‘ Vt'he 
shall dare to s.ay fh.it life is not vm-th living'.'' But. thr 
Worst of it is a plaee like this makes one -sueh is the s lvrnal 
voracitv of human nalure, eh!— long for more, for other. 
DoeMi'f it '.N Have Voi| e\'er Ilolieed, Doll ^-ett.'i, that we 
reallv are f.a liioned for I'.ternitv. vsh.atever tie m.ak' i'ialisls, 
the atheists say W'e know it m a plaee like this, where 
we are mveii— well,' ;diiiiol llie iilliuiate beawl \s and V'herc 

X- .f 

we desire, and just in eonsei |iiei,ee of th.at, n|ore, more of 
evervlliing. Well, now to unp.iek ! ’ 

He got u[» rather brusi|i]ily, then stood lo'ikgig dawn on 
her lyiriiestly. ^ 

‘ Ml li e I if (. veryt bin : ! he repeal ep. 

He bent down and l.go, | Dtilores. Tlwn he went into his 
bedroiim vhich adjoined hers. And whih ,li'vuripacked, she 
heard him humming,'’ iv' nifsl du da.\ band '/ ’ 
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CUAVTVM XXXVII 

# 

T;i AT ev^ninj? dinner Sir TlTeodor*^ srud to his wife : 

' YiWi are eoinine t< > sit on t li<' terrae*- ? And y^iJ, nurse ? ’ 
' In a uK^^enl, Tfuo.. I niii'-t e(» nnd U'T a wrap.’ 

\i)U think toll dl ne( d <»ne ? 

' A'A'eiy lioht oTl(S \\^^'ll he d<evMi dir^ (Tlv.’ 

^he weiik, awiiy followed hy Xiirsr .Tannine's, 
doi'e strolTed oftt to the terraee and Id a < mar. 

Tje niAt wa^ wayn, a niyid of suni'^ier in a land of 
tfi'' sun, ^ ^ 

Tliere \va*s no wind Xdf even file Imlih -I hr<‘r7,e moved 
th(‘ he.^\^y leav* s of tin* palm t»'es, the elnnt'iny r<»S( s that 
hid the eoliimns. IVtr a\^av h do^ the nnirniur of tie' sea 
was just aiidTle. Lilve ah.>ve I lie water shoie' tie; 

toreh'^s of the hsheriueia jis they put out from (riaisl^ni for 
their toil on the deep. .Iii^ Im'Iov* Hr' lerraer, hi^yond the 
i^eahh^n of the hotA, Sir d'h' e.tr'r saw a darh mass of trees. 
And as he sdxxl \Mth hi- h;ind en th-' I’ail tint proteehd 
the terra(‘- ffom semewlr'i’e h> |.>w and h'.'\(.iid hin/the voiee 
(')f a naan r« os' up : 

‘ A ni i‘//,Lnih‘t I ’ a[»|)imt<) • 

."^1 11 Ir uii 7 rail ruiiifr's 

S( m ' • 1 ( ‘ „ 1 1 I n 1 ai I (1 I l.'i Li J<i 1 L 

( ’!ir ’* .'ill Iin .1 l.iVoi 11 
‘ dLr'-t’<‘ l.i \ 111 del pdiile 

I S)v»‘ (juel ti ,L( 1 1 n»r^ 

» \ (Ml lir .i trad I r la ImmihIh l.i la la la 
( nil ijii Lacio fl ayiar 

Slowly the voi(> •travAL d, as tlfi* hidden sineer nrswd 

on amij the^is-es, yoiny Pmards tlr- pi'enionloiy alne/- the 

Itat whhre Goethe sa^^ “it is said — when Ir^ wrofe his woirtu’- 

fiJ Sony. ^ It yrewmiiore plaintiV(‘ a'mt yre\v fainteis From 

the liyhted town sj^read ojd on the hills h^ ll^ sr.urnhah 

Etna, hkem errant i(Wshado we liftcii iKAf lowards the m\Tiads 
a ^ . • 

(SI sta1:’s. Tlr:* penetratiny s(s ^it of II. >w'ers st«»l(^ up from 
the g.arden beluw. And Sir Theodore^ stood quite still 


Sir Th(‘o- 
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wutchincf, listening, ht ld, body and mind, by the spe.ll of place 
and of niLdit. Mil)jnL,Mtrd by Sii'ily. 

■ In a room ul)o\^u him Xurso JonnijiH^ was saying to l)olorcs. 

that 's it. T will start ' hack to-morrow, rit 
buttur so. And 1 dl mak" [lim und<-rstand. Now, rny duar, 
dcaid ^^nrT^\ Jv/ tiioiiiIm r wliat 1 said to you rdiMut thinking 
for aiiothni. It may lua A\'ho \s to ? Trust it to 

tine. And go d^t)wn nhw, or hu dl lie .guttimy imjlatjynt. 
Mull always do.' 

' ]Wt ♦'Sou are uorning ! ’ 

' No, 1 dl stay u)) luTu.’ 

A^hat ' 

'No, imlu( (1.® T ean tvll you t]]ht this |a^t niglit I fha,d 
ha\’e mv own thoiisdils, ;gid [ilonty of Ihom.’ ^ ' 

' 1 mid<'rsi aiuld said l)<>loros. ' \^>u be had^yisur ilruam.’ 
M iwing to voud * ^ 

' And it 's only tfio bcg^nmiiLu Iftliink.’ 

' W 1 lo 's to k 1 lo w 'N *' " ^ 

Tho^ 1 \\ ( > vvtmi'ii u\(dianged a kiss. Dolorus went vlowm 
Shu saw Nursu Ji linings no mor<^‘ that night. ^ 

As sho (‘aiiio out, aihl shut tho glwss door buhind li-w, 
shu saw tlio tall form of hor hiisliaiid on tlu* farther t- rrae-s 

mot ioiik ss. SF- 1 for a i^'ouiout watuliihg him, and 

\v ( 'iid^'ring whv at tliat nionunt it was not to Him tli,\t shu 
f(dt lua'sulf tl’altib ^s but to C< sal'''; Sho lu sitat- d t<‘> 
proauh hiin^ lb' had S'ym< <1 to aeis pt tlu' liew b)olorus that 
day. Ih' had oxen, m tlii^ lew uimiT'ouniout, lo'cu rma'h 
iiu.ru liku tlu' d lu o of ..Id than lu‘ had buun sinee tluar lirst 
(‘(.ming to Ihuius dh'is' had bu.-n a softuosy alpidst a^ 
tuiid'Ti^'ss in his niamu'r^t<> his wif.u l)Mk’a('S liad f.ar'd 
an msl inuti ve ruuoil (.u Ins pari. Ihit hu liadsuLiiU'd fi'shly 
attrad. <1 by lu r. Hu h^d*S'<Au .l to \si,sfi t(d draw iiuar 
to lu r. ddiu proplu sius >r lu 1' t. .rn u ntod ' heart had bouii' 
falsili' d. 

And this faut mad-' Tlu'o strane^ to 1 )olorus d,hat ayeuing. 
Now shu wuiit tow.irds him, walking s.^rtly among the httl^^ 
chairs and under thu spiky Iuhw s of tlu‘ palms. Slw stv ■ppcd 
ddWTi Mil to tliM scCMinl uinli'ltirTi <1 1. riae'n, ' nK ifcd rmly by 
the stars. sVnd shu came up to him. Without turning he 

said : X 

‘ W hat a place | I belieye in Ulysses, I lielieye in-^^ ’ 
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lie and lool^rd at his ' r)(^(>retta, d( jivnd njion 

it this was th(' Tslc of Caly])S(). Look ! List(‘ii t<> th;it n<v'j. ! ’ 
Aftrj a^iiiMrii'-iit lif‘ <]iy>l('d, ' II was a scrnr to lill a (knd 
J^issTA IIoa\^.ai ^^'llh w< tinier and <l<'lwhtd Vvs, it min t ftav E 
been Ja^je that j.'al\y)so offerc*! *mm lortalitv tu Td\'vs(AS. 
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]Ju^ I dM; 4 d want to di’ivo h<T awav. She s. < ms a nice 
sort of \\oiiEan, d' pfm laUIc, I sfft Mild 1 hiiikd 

' I likr Iwr \c rv niucli Mid<'t d. ♦ lo(tk njittn la.T as a real 

fr^ciidd 

‘ \\>lh no dttiikt \'>f '.Icill s< her ayain in Komc.* Ikit 
don't let ns Itiink cltout (wm lotnc to-nieht,' 

' Tliend ])(tl()rcs s;iid, aftf r a sit n<‘o. hat made' vnii 

cone here t-t fet<‘li nif b;ieL' ? W.i^ il 1 m e:i m.o ^\'( hi had 
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1 t lion old r ^dioi j [t 1 Ilia- to s( S' S l\' \\ i th voi^ afk T SI I eh 
a 1< tt ( tf lai iM‘ast< r^i .:i I '■/ 

' With mo ! I )id \s III ? ’ 

Tiav juiKpin h< i vt ice movod Immi to di'aw his (‘hair closer 
to hers. ITo d'‘*I i'“l‘ Lictw why, < \on Imw, but i( ^ot niod 
to him that his^wife had cli.incd snbthn Aicl thori* was 
soiJiotliinn in tic v'lianco \s hfch fi ff^cl od him. \'diieli - \a s, he 
fielmowlode,^! m tw him >' If ,^niM]#i-^ the st;ir> wliieli fns- 
ei nat ofl him anew. * Al w am d lo had te ‘on ptsml nn’l \' foil 1 1 n i ne, 
hint sic Psoeniod to t,e of tho \'orv ( ssonee i.f wonian, 

s^ranyob' aj^pcsalmy %nd \ch slranycl^’' mvsttaioiis. ][(' said 
to himself t ha| j)oj’haps tho maiwa lldiis Ix anlvitf tho cadre 
in s\hich Iw fonnd Iwr affo(‘to(l his (tiitlook upon her. Unt 
Siyiicdl^iny ni his heart doniod it. The j-e vs as snroly a chanye. 
And it was a clidngc that couM not leave a serisftive man 
wh'd^v unmoved/ 
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‘ Are you suri)risr(f' Doluretta ? ’ he said. 

‘ I diii\d know. Aiel -and Fiat \sas \'our isrily reason ’ 
'That w:ts rnv r('rLSf )ii. 1 )Mii't. 1 l^ik<d bks:i t< '-niL^ht. r 
ask loo iiiu'‘|i/ 

‘It is a niislako to niiit'li of any human ^btiny. 

Yes. lT(d\\ h’li'' hat is ! ’ • 

Ihit- rouKl ] a Jv V' m foF* iiiut'h ^ r hk* I'^an'd a lit lie 
towards 1 i<t. ' -I don t think s<>^ 1 )ol(srt'tfa. k tHi luii-v a 
lo( ik of rnystoT}', ljut I (hni t Ihi^'k in alj \s •uiy niysUry I 
(OduJd Vv'cr ooinr i][)Mn a r* [niLniant thinan’ t 

Sh'* said iititliiny, hut shi' di'< \v h<.r *^\\Tap ntTi:' 

clos^ lv about h<‘i’. 
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She bfjit h'T Sli«- did net saV a \vr*rd. Hr dr<?w* 

lur to hini till h''r faor ^^as liiddrii against lii^ Ixulve 
Idle Jioht in Xui'Sr Jennings' roiaii was (‘xtirionisteMl. 

' 4Vhat is it ? ’ la:^ almost Vv liisjaTcd. ' Ihit what is Tt ? ’ 
Dwn’t ask — tlaa*- aro so irisni^ flimos ’ 

• ' ]Ia\a‘ I — 19 it my fault ? lla\'‘ I liurl *s,u V Have I V ' 

' L(i mo cry, ! 1 van'f li-ly it t< »-Tji'jhtf ’ 

Jh: (^rew^a t d( n > ui*a sofa (‘]om ■ ] . . | h*- ^ m< !<» w, and la Id* 
h<'r W)r a 1- >no tm|c. Ai as la- la Id Iot la' tin oi el it : 

"W hnt has'^ T !)'■< II d(.y lemdl thistina;? IVihajt^-*^ ' 

Tliat ^ ^ iLtuni' i \ t. * 1 )( t|. (IS S. 


» 

Tin: Kay aflor Edirsc J. muned i'' lurn to Ih.na- she ^ook a 
(‘ah and dro\'r 1(* Ih'' yatos- m 1 1 o ■*( 'ojo • 1 mlimfo Pnna» 
vla'i’o (.'xsar-' t'ar'lli iiv'sl ^^llll hi [xitsulx. SIs' had not 
writtoji t(') sa\' sho Avas ooniiiie. hiil di'' had (.keidod 

that if ('osafx' W'l’o iu Ihan^' Is' voiiid he <kdi: ' d to ivs' 

le S’ Mild tx) li a 'Ui t(.) h. d sli'- had to ^.ly. Sh. ■ a [ i i \ rd at the 

paIa(‘o at ten (koloak in tia' iii'umm:. A s!i-' pot out ,.f th-^ 
oak an old man \'ut h a vryy T' d fao<^ aiid a d;i '■ ^ ' Xpi'i '-sii )n 

issia'd hxawl'v^ trom lla' p'>rl<T's tulao on 1 ho lAt (d lli'‘ 

* ♦ ‘ ® 

mtraiio.x and t<Ti h^T h* p. . up 0» Ita- llnrd iku^r. Vapi]<ly 

ho (df(j’od h^a Iho U'-' of lli^' lilt.. Slo' sturdily I'ofus-'d it, 
moll 1 it < (1 t hcpyiVat si a iroa o*, ai id^^’ai ip an ok cl i a* hrli hi ado 
a tall (.loor paint< d hka-k. It ^^a^ oprind hy a larpo man- 
soia^ant. • # # 

» 'I wantKo J)on (Vs^i^’c (’'^rilla jdoasx'/ said Xurse 
Jonnilius wilh eahfi <‘ision. 

Tho Hian l#-*ka <l at h' r with snrprisx'. 

Ma-- ' ho hf'p;^i. ^ 

' Is ho u EonaxA ’ intr']’rii])t''d the mirsx*. 

TSid . 

' Is ja? in the house ? ’ 

' Si, sipnora. iJon Cesare is ki tin' la>use, but — ’ 

' l^indly say I must see jiim, and pi\sa l^irn tins.’ 
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She handed to the servant a card (*n wlii^di she ha-d written 
‘ Nurss- Ida d'amin^sd 

P^jii Vrsar(‘ knows me aiul will, see nv'd slio add'Al. 

Tie* servant askod lioj- to walk into tie* hall, anddstil(< 
liM'kinv ralhrr sokannly su^i)ris.Ml and doijhtfiil, W(rnk away 
with th'‘ <^ard. 'Afh-r Ix iny auav for scvrr'al minutes fie 
canio l)a<‘k. and ask<-d Xurs'^ Jciimnys if e )on C' sar*- had nirt 
h<T rorrntlv. * , ' * 

' Yrs. lM('as<' t'H him <|mt(‘ rorynlly, vhien I 'vas aAend- 
iny a pafi(‘nt in Iloinod ' ^ 

dda- S' rwaiit b »ok Ihi ^ m'^ssae'' and alrnod fluni' d laTtd v 
aslwd tie' nurse to walk in1o a larye sittiny-roum^ ev idently 
a man's room, aiel to sit down. ^ *' -» 

Doll (d'Sni’o ssill coiie'^at oiev'^d ho add'‘d. 
dde' nnr^s' did not sit do\sn. She f' lt aetiv(‘. She felt 
hraeed up for a (‘oidhVt. li f(a-o sho left I hat isH.an she was 
d'derrninod t(» sewir'- DMer* ^ fr-Mii Ue' dany- r of anv peT- 
S( oip loll al the hands < >f t li^' man v il h th<' le rv" < ‘V< ‘s. 

She loete'd al'oiit t|e' r'»om,/Ahieh vs as r. )m fovtal lie hut 
not artistii', and vsas I'allp'r dait. in t<>ies Eho ])iyyivm- 
ehair^ wer<‘ of hlarlv I'ntle r mie'h vs'aai. And tle.Te was a 
liuyr* hla< k 1' atl e 'T sofa -.i a nd i n y ayai ns| a s< *lid vs n I iny-tahk; 
edy-'d with a Vii’a rail. ss^n'r I )( •< .ki'ase ,, whieli to 

Nurso Jeiininys' no| nnint elh-.eip looked as \t thev" 

(‘ontainod that type of li(< ral iir-- f<H‘ ev ei' unreaii ])v anv' eue. 
( )n a snlal^^ahle la\^ tli^ce op fMin’ leaflv f<>ld'-d l e ss spap'-rs. 
Tie' hiyh dark' V' d walls, vshedi vssmt up to a iiairit'sl and 
coffere'd eeiliny, wore doe..ral<d with ;i fe\s j wdu is -s dim 
and mvestorioiis oil lan>lsoapes^ dn,i and mvstkrirees (si! 
anoostdrs, sone' (T-vor ske-'ele s of horse s still aiel in m<wa‘- 
mont ovna ohstaelos, so\'e]'al pairs of foiN, and two mit- 
rayeous <'arioaturos (d Ivoman youny mon, marvn.dlouslv 
elever aiel marvadlonsty aiehaoions, hy I'lialla. A larye 
photoyra)>h of the Duko of tlio APmz/jdiad an msVrijition 
at the l)e)Ctom. Not far from it tlewo was a f/hotoyraph of 
(Fieoii Maryherita, al o with an aikoyraph. Upon the 
w’ntiny-tahkp lay a Ijook on the nso of arooplanes in w^ar, 
Le Roi, a Frs'neh eoinody, amf Paul Pmiryotks ^^t''?}songes, 
Betwwen the leav es of this last w jis thrust a larye ivoiy jeapoT- 
knife. 

The door opemldj and Nurse /eumiugs, lurning, was con- 
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fr(3ntod soy the man she had already once faced and got 
rid of. 

‘ Ch»f>d ni'triiiiie; I ' sh^'^sai*]. 

Q'sare came uj) to her, and tru.l^^licr liand. 

' m< >nhn^.’ 

He dropped le r hand, Nvhi<‘h Ic- had fak^ n for^iially, even 
stilllVwHnd added . 

• ER>pe' VoU df sit ( |ov n.' 


' Thanlv saai/ ^aid J<Tiriings. 

^lie sat (kefTi (*ii ilie leath' r sofa, 

av L:»iy C'annyfiLte 7 ’ .said (’< sar-a 


As hcf spot 

;e Iw 1- 

e,w r< d iin. br< 

»u .. Nurse 

J nnings 

.-flaw that he w 

a s*’ \ io1< I 

itly*rxeit< (l, t In 

Hindi Ins \ ( >i(s 

i‘ did not 

show it. ^ 


• 



' I SJJ}>ps>s? 

you are 

st ;ll u itl^^lc r ? 

he ad(ied, 1 

lefore she 

had time t< j re 

[>ly. 

4 



^Xo, I ha\ 

e es.aue 

auay. ^ l.;io\' ( 

’anii\mge 

\Mlh her 

iTuslsjiid noun' 





‘ W'lwre ? ’ 





The y ( nsl eanie fr^ >m 

his lips []< li'i \\\ 

Ik' iMolnd 

angry, as 


if \s jfh himself, and hastily <s ci I n ne d : 

' No doidd^ I.adv (.'aimyiic' h.i^ eonio kaek to ll^aned 
If' '■ hnskand haslece k* le r.’ 

Tfe said not hi lie. 

They ar-' in Sieilyd add<'d lh<‘ nin«f‘. 

‘ In Sicjlv ! ’ said Eesai's, a. if ,>t flick '/olh a ^ern ania/e- 
ineiit. • 

'E'jann fiym tlcrr- yc st* islay. That is 1 got h' re yesterday.’ 
(df.^ti’e sat dgwn. 

' Lady Valniyngc has heen n# tsieily over since sle' left 
Rrarie ? ’ he said. # , * 

He lo(^ked ;^^’aiglit at Nur.j* Jennings. His black ey<‘S 
had ^ecoinc piernl^a Ins lertab.^Ln^- faee aliii'sst ugly witli 
si]spi(‘i< ni . When he we*' not sp^saking his mouth \\as set 
^nd* (;J')stinafe. And as hr-^ expis s-.ion (diaiigt d, and the 
attraction of his ^ssnl h and e( aftehin ss sh[)ped almost 
mysten' iusly •a.y Jy from him, Xur:^e .tennings felt herself 
chaTige towaards liifn. Skie began to pity him and to fcel 
SOme^dilng that ;vas alnio.st liking for*him. 

* Yes. AVc \vent off suddenJ\a bhe \Sci^ not well. She 

needed arrest.’ 

I 
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After a .short, pause, clurin,!,," \shich liis steady cross never 
left her face, Ccs.arc said : 

‘^lay I ctsk ^vhy yoii arc kiiitk cnr>ngh to cnnu'^ here ? 
l^crhaps you liaxe; a letter ? ’ 

' ( )}i no, indeed ! ’ 
lie fro aye ( 1 . ^ 

‘ What IS it then, please ? ’ 

Well — I.adv k'annvn;^ej wisle d im* to forned 
‘ Yes ? ^ ' 

< e 

Nurse Jeiiinnys f( It an uneueo so, (oe nVa str'STiy rts- 
comfort that shook le r UMial (‘'Ciip'* urc seveC' lve SheYlid 
not know how ^]u' was i^oiny to t^dl ^his man what she had 
come to tell him. And sh(‘ almost f< .tid'd wh.at would ha[)pdn 
when she spoke plainly. * ^ ' 

‘ Lady Cannynye lead s<cpe lett' rs fr^din you,'' accisddiny to 
lier, when stm w.as at Yaormina.' 

1 < s , 

^ They ups< t h' r \ ery mmdn’ 

' Did tlc y ? ' 

lie spoke rather loudly, oiel with little expriwsion, in adi?Td 
\ ( »ie. s 

‘ Terri Idy.' 

' And So slie sp>dke to you akesfit mv k'tt< rs ! 

' Yes, she did. And slw w.as \ ( ry riedit. A wnanaii whn 
has hh'eii throiiyh wh.t' h.ady t'annviiLe' h.as nyot s[)' ak, if 
she lias a tiYe fri< nd. \^V aid ii't Ido mend 

Cesarc said Oothiny, but sat still and- st.arej hard into 
the nurse’s face. ^ h ^ 

' I ’in bound to tell y(»u s<>m( Ihiny,' Xui’se Jenningo%went' 
on with dillieultv, ’ I l:nu^v ;il| al'Miit itd 

' All aldoiit what ’ said li'sare m tlw same unnatural \'oice. 

’ About Ladv Cann\nye and Vou.' 

^ Yes ? ' ' ' : ' ; . ' ' 

Sudd<'nJy Nurse Jenninys f<It that she must do something 
to break throuyh the uylv awkwardness of thiDinterv■ie^'. ^ 

‘ It h as all beam a dre adful mist.ak^',' she' saiel, ’ lettiny 
her Irish vivacity have free rein. ' But Vou v;on’f let it be 
any wsirse than that ! You won't ruin the life of such a 
swaet creature as she i* ! Anel so imhappy, too^ for years k’ 

' I only want to make her happy ! ' he saiel, siernly, with 
pride. 
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C'i'Sare tiirnod andValk'd to tho \vinflo'\v. J 

TIo I E>nL''<'il t') Ills of oiilrai^H, his fury, upon the 

liursr, l)('(‘;Liistd she knew, jui<l becaus(‘ she had (lar(^l t:)- come 
t<> Ifis hoiiso and to trl] him such a thiua. And ho lonye<^, he'« 
frit as if ]t‘ ahsolnt o) ni (Mh‘d, to commit some vioh rit 
acti( HI, to ]( [ his .dy o, » ni ,s( )]ao trrnc ink >ns rh ne mstration. 
IT(‘ sto< >d 1 d' th o window hthI looked dour into the (SHirtvard 
'of the ]>alaHo. ,\nd an noly r< d stain Jiddenr<^d hf^/dvar 
white Com [ )l' \:ion. That sn<‘h a tlpiia should ha\''‘ beew said 
to hiiR, find that it shoidd bo triKe , Ihit was it trii'; ? Cogjd 

it bo tnio ? ![(“ did Hot Imow this \\ onian, ' t jiis'jtpid mnr'c. 

Sii< oiniolit ha\'(_- told Imn h< s. Wdiat Iht moti\m could bo, 
if it wore so, h<’ could not di\'iiic, IIo w'a,sAn no condiLi'Xi 

t(» sk'ok it. Bid h(^ uiHild not believe hiiw-lte would 

^ nof. 

fb'ista ! Basta ! ' he said to hnns( If. 
lie tnrnod round, an<l Bio nnrso* fhoiiLdit ho ]o(*ked almost 
old, and ynito nel\'. > 

' I (kedt bolio\H_‘ what you sav,' h<.‘ said. ' 1 don't b'clieve 
Lady bannynyo is tho \^oman yt.Hi ar(‘ tryiny to inaki^ og^d 
Nnrs(‘ Jonninys llaim d n[). 

I dl tljank y»Hi red to spoak ayainsi Lady ('annynye to 
mo ! ' sho (‘xcdc'.rnod hotly. <. 

'It is yon, mst I, uh«) havo spoken ayainst Iht. Yn\i 
know that quite w<dh Y^w have accused lior of an aboinni- 
ablo actioru’^ < 

'ILovdare -^-1’ 

' ()f a c.'iprioo any woman miedit Ix' asham<al of, I don't 
bohe\T; Lady Caniiyny<* ii <‘a]>ablo of such c<Hidnct', ^f^sneh 
a caprico. I uill ne\sT bqd'OS' d, until sho ( iMicr tolls me 
personally that what yon ha\ o sanl is triw, or until she 
writes to mo to say so. 'it fhaps yon will bo kind enough 
ts) toll her this from me. A suppose you rro yoiny to see her' 
again. If she does not srud for nic^ or wdito to me, I wadi call 
uprm her directly 1 hoar she is in Borne.’ 

As he was spt'akiny tl,io hist wsu’ds lir^ walked towards the 
door and o[)< iicd it. 

' I am much obliged to yon for coming,’ he sqid. 

Nurse Jenninys got up and wa nt out without . ^yiny 
another ward. In the hall she met the uiucstro di casa wdio 
escorted her to the^front door. , 
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Withiji a week Cesarr rccEivrJ tiio f^ll<.>wirig note wriUen* 
by Dolores : 

‘ Aj! tliat sh<‘ tr.ld yoy is tnie, and 1 sent her to t. 11 it fo 
yol>.~TJ. Ck 

. A fe\* dayslafo]’ th<‘ ‘ toiit-lb ’ ^^.'LS yil( r< st< (I jo learn 
that Drill CosaiT (ytr- Hi had (h (‘id<‘d lo ni.ari'v, •nd that his 
choice? hacifallvn nooji Donna T'rsiiha Murili bnino. 


vij\i'’it:i: ."^xxix 

# 

Om: day early in the foTl^iwina J’'< ■^»rijar\' Sii' Th' ndorr- drro'e 
over to Id’aosaln ale re t 1j< • #1 )' i i ' 1 1 f.e i ii il y v < r< ■ xhll living 
Mtv. Alaxsi f ilHi:i ni. dHi'‘ ohj< I'i m|' thi^ [ lait hsjl^ir v'isit 
was to C'onie to a d< llniti* ori’aiee'fw' fit aliniit iHtlr Tlj<‘o’s 
idinurdiate futiirc. ] [e was j<> V" t-* a | irej »ai'al < e-y .scIiomI in 
Enydand .aft< r l-l.aste]-. Sir H'li''MH»r.' li.'sl Ih ^hi lmI If I’liig 
partieulars#e. iiiecrning s<-\-( lal lilo lv' siHioiJ^ Ixnglisli 

haeiMis, aTi,4 had in liis liaTid a sin.all p edv* I of |(lt<rs as he 
got oiit of the rnrit<*r9]l lli<' top of iHo at' jis Icadiiig down 
t^'\th'‘ hon4(^ with IH'' r< d l^ovia. • 

Ife w;^s wrapp'd nj) in a fnr e?iaj . Aft* r •ftn nnUMiallv' 
warm arel r:aliaftl w in) 'T I li*' w 'sal Iet li.ad stidd' iil\' (drang's] 
an<i bi.'gdii'i' inl's'isdv' e<>ld. Jdi'' skv \'.;IS a hlaekisli grew, 
,an<k' f strong.W'inrl ])l'wv in his T.iec fTsiin the iie kiii'dioly 
Canipagn.a. / 

He foini'i ah tip' D'Ti/.ik ii^doyia. Mrs. MasMiiLdiani w'as 
in bed A’l^h ^4i att lek <»f inlln'»n/.a. \\ had a <‘oiJeh. Ihit 
li’iswwnd little d'k*#' W'si'e ill tlaar •usual li- allli and spirils, 
After ^ rony-) with th'm^, and a talk with Mrs. Ma-siaoh.am, 
whVhbw^ treated Sir THi<'<.dor'‘ as a sort of (‘lierish-'d isdatioii, 
and did last eeaai iTniid his sei-iiig faT vsith her h.iir in v Hne 
Confusion, Edna and Ic lyt ired fo the sitting-room which 
(Spencd yn tt) the loggia to read and droans tlir k Iters. The 
Fre itch windows wcTe shut. ^ s)<i\f' h' .atod tho ratla r uglv, 
but not uncomf'srtabh^ room. Edna Denzil and Sir Theodore 
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dreXv up their chairsH<> a small table nrar it, and be^an the 
discussion. 

^ As a rule Sir Theodore was very much what Elina called 
‘ on<th'‘ sp(»t ' in er)nv(Tsat ion. ITis mind srldom wandcreT^ 
from tie; matt* r in hand.^ ,\ih 1 vle-n the children w^re^being 
^alk(■d about hia. infrrest was singularly aleK. lalna wa^, 
tie T' for( ■, datleT su]’[ )i'isf.'d le »\v 1 < > lind that h<' wius ( )eea-er( >11 ally 
nabsrnl-iiimdrd. ^ ]| srebed to h'T that he had <to mp^e ^n 
< ffort to tl lro^v hims' lf into tins i^ffair of^ the schools^ that 
li'' was all\' indiie d to think of soreedhing elsr. Kev^r- 
th ( 1< ss he read le r all tie; hdtiTS and C<^nsM^Ted t+irir 
(siiiionts. Ills j)r'f<Tene(; was for a seho()l re'^r xVseot. 
The only thing' against it was t^he fact tjiat it \vas mrtPC 

ex{M Tesi\'c than the otleT v;ho(sls. ^ , 

' If you really b( le ve it to b(^ the nesst healthy I think 
The(j had bett<‘r go tie red said Edna Deii/il at last. ' I 
will manage soue lesw. Arel v<)udvue.>w I am a little richer 
this Year. Tie; leaiso in I.aTe;astrr (.rate ! 

Sle_w>iniled at him. 

' That sale was a real berwfit to me/ ^ 

^ To be sure ! ' le; r< i>li(‘d. ' 1 have never regntted my 
run oV(;r to England in S< pt < anber. But it was a stre)ke of 
luck hnding a huv<;r at such a ])i:,'ee.’ 

^ Y(^s/ 

' Well thm, Ase( )t let it be ! 

He j)ut hl^ie Etters inj-o a leather ease and the ease ilito 
his ]){ >ek' d. 

‘ How extraordinara^ this void is ! ’ he said. ' Eoining so 
suddenly ! ’ . ' ' ^ ' 

H<‘ (Ir'av his chair elos**^ to the si o\aa lie.vas los)king 
straight b( dorr him. Isdna'Denzil to(T up a jiiece of work. 

' ^d^s/ she said. % 

Thers‘ was a ^ihuiee. *Nhr re garded Ji' i ’ michid vuth a^ 
Certain curiosity. He looked, sfae thou/nf, unusually gkrave, 
yet not sad. wShr fdt that he wws strongly esoneedtre ted 
uj)on some thought, ])rrli)ips some prol/cm, that slw knew 
nothing of. Eor oie*-; shr an<l Ikt htth' family were re-mote 
from his mind. As she rralis< (b I his sh*,: also p alised what 
a friend he had alwa\w berii to Ikt and h';r children, w'^at ^ 
prop and s'’:av to th< ir livrs and fortun(‘S. And she longed 
to show- — (juiekJy, t|ien, at that vere^ moment — that her hpart 
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niacF a return of golden gratitude. Drfven bv this impulse 
she Shid : 

‘ Th^xh^re, if I r can do an\i:hiiig fcsr hrdp youf 

i6}mip^)(}tnise wuth you, in any SMrrow me jr,v, d'cTt shiit^me 
out. 'ju ha\'c donr so mu<‘}i fog ti1(f f'*r us.' 

• Hc' tuned alil lV and 1^ x .k< d at In r. ^ 

WLat makrs y(^i s;iv thnt, just now, Ivina ?• 

• I sgar^^^y krF)\^. but I f- lt — I <Iond kyo\\ ' 

W‘S, bij: t< 11 4ie ! ' ^ 

^ I felt cUs it^voMi had sigiudhing \cn niU'‘h (Ui vn«r jiiind. 
I tkond rg^^in^r thought it aas sad. If He re was a tire 
instead o^ a stove how yrei would have been lo(jking ^itei 
it'auninute ag(.k!^’ • 

YesHtlmt 's triea’ 

He Siiifl (sUand l^ aiesi baek in his ehair. 

‘ \ oil d( ui’t (‘( ano oft, I, lo t V' aie‘k he said. ' But has 
the cornpk.'t' ' change in »|ois tt a^ w a\’ of life ever struck 
strange f 

' \ ou mean lea staying st) mueh at h<>mf‘ ? 

> She lees gis'en up I lx world <'n(;ir<*^ly. Sle- jkwst touches 
a caxb ne\'er will go t<> a d:inc.'. Ixcn dinn^as she mwsT 
grxs to unless it is s<en'thin'" thal inter* '. ts nx. She hws 
al)S,o]utrly x as* <1 fisan cari^i'g f<>r soei. fv.' 

I (e ard sle* s<Mrer|\' evsr w<rit (mh how. ] )<sar 
mcTiirna lew b* * n quit** u])S( t o\'er it.^ You kmovslx aksaw 
lo( )ked upt »n l)o| or<*s as a sort r»f (ju^-on in tie* K^inan world. 
But do you r< gr(J: that Dolor* s lies g. »t siek of it nil ? ’ 

^""o — < h n* > ! (.)n the e**ntrary ! But I arn puzzded — 

puzzJt.'J'hv it. And T ha\'e be<‘n*t 1 li nki ng — - — 

He I )r**ke* ol^. A strange, alne*st fiiifiv** cxpres^on had 
come into his f'le**, ^ 

‘^knid-icov, D*»lor*dta Mia^ig*Tl from tie* time wx* wx‘re 
togeth*‘r iiT SiT‘il\',k he sank a^t*T .■•rather long ])ause. 

‘ ie?\xr to'sS. fip Ix^ g;L\' lif** .ag.'iin aft<r that ? 

€^rom the time w** iz turned to K*»me aft*‘r that 
\usit to Taormina #iie lixs ahvays ^eemed to me a changed 
wr>man.^ , 

‘ But how changtd, exactlv ? Ts she haiqx r <)r saalder ? ’ 

€ is stiller. There is an extrr^(jrdinarv stillness about 
her.^ • ^ • 

Now^ his brigrit eyes seamed qiiestioniiig Edna. 
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‘ She loves quiet. ' Even she se('ms to love solitC'de. She 
sits alone for hours. It — it reallv is strange/ 

' ‘ She isn't jll ? ' 

‘♦No, I don't think so. Rut thar nurse — Nurse Jrnu:ngS^ 
— is vrre <)ff( u with horSvF'U she drx'sn't wish to J.'ks .rdr>ne. 
r)oI(ir*'tta has tr/nai }e,T as a sort of dame comaa^nie it 
Seenis to c 

Is shi‘ a nie<^ )\oniain do you ttnnk ? / know her shjittje. 

And wlicn I ni' t li< j\ \\( Ik I eoul<l|j’t noti(‘e thinris.’ < 

^ She 'ins a \<T\^ good s()it ()t Woman, and sim^Jy 
devoted to my wif«a Ikit — tmt tlisre \s sofiysttfliy^^ I dtMT't 
uiKh'rstand.' 

Why not sjA ak frankly to Doi()r(‘s; if there 's anvtnifi^ 
that tr< eil i|rs y* mi ? ' ^ ^ ^ ' 

The furti\'e look sh<>wed more plainly in his f^LC'e. 

‘No, no. I eoiildu't do 1 r,at.' ^ 

‘ To th(‘ nurs(‘ tlem ? ' e ^ 

‘I had tlionidd of that-d)ut no. Resides, I don’t waiT, 

to mak<^ ni\'s( lf ridisaik mis.’ 

IE 1 earn (1 again towards the st<sve. Edna D-aizil noti' ol 
that h<‘ ehaiiged Ooloiir. Tho hEod had g<»iH‘‘ to his faee. 

’ Ih >w ridieiikMis ? ’ she said, vriy sini]>l\a 

Ih' g< >t Up ahcupt 1 V. ,, 

After all th'‘s<- \’( ;t!'s, I - [ diir'.n't <'Xp<:et ' 

I !<■ Hushed deepKa 

I f » 

’ Tin odoi'p ! ' Isdiia iF'iizil exelaiined. ’ Oh/ Theodof’e ! 
Y( MI d< iii't thint: il i'^ that ! 

Her fae-a no\\ d-.eidedly plain, llusleal tixs. Sty got up. 
An extraordinaiw' human <axpressi(.m, tenderiless, jguler ■ 
standing, wonder, quite transligured her for a moment, 
made IrT heautiful. 

You really think — oh, liow glad I should be ! ' 

* I don't know. I ean'Ebelie\a‘ that — i.mpoyilrle to know^ ' 
perhajo ! ^\hat I ferl is that perhaps Ooloietta tliiiiks it. 
Lately she has secuied to me to be waiting, alMC-iys ^^it;ng. 
Tlu'i'e \s— but it ean't be! It ean't ly ! I'm a fool to' 
think of it.’ 

' She would tell }n)u of i’oursr* if she kn-^w.’ 

‘ She doesn't kiunv ! ' he said deeidedlv. ' Or, ed eourse^ 
she would have told me,’ 

‘ Then 
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' Why ^as shr yivrn up tlir world ? \Vliy has slv" oc:is( d 
from cariiiy fsw all her usual pl< ;uiir(‘S aud uccupahoiis ^ 
\\ hy dAes'^she tahi' such yarr .»f li' i’self ? ’ 

• ' Waj'? of h^r^ilf d ^ 

heidfh^ Yr)u ha\s^ id<a how she studie,^ her 
h^altli ujw ! *liuf ii(d ill a sillv way. It’s a o >rt of 
beautiful wav. It^-. a][ so st^ranc<‘^ Edna, all so str^iuve. 
ojo^ara? laov J-k'' :ip:iifnwnt s< rms alt<a>d.’ 

INt all #11 did 4'<>u b> c«i to Holier it all ? 

# 

kOf Course J ab'v ays must lia\ r nolierd tie* alteratmn in 
Doh^ref ta#. * ni^ydr (d lif*;. Ihit it’s oidy pUiN* laVlv — 
aithin tle^ last frw da\w iri f.-u't — thal I ’\r You so treiii^'ii- 
(h^Us-iy struah \M*t-ii lie* ali<#le Ihine. 1 oan’t undr]'- [ :i lid it.’ 
It niav kr, [ ardi 1 lenl sri u »olor( S oft< re r (sf lated 
’ Yon thiiilf you - - 

' I drai’t kiioan but s^^ie times we womru ’ 

' Yes, yes. \^hi aiv triTiM;^ di\'itial < u’v ! 

^e^sinilrd and '^u<ldrnly elianu'd tie* eon \'rr*-ation. A 
sort of rrsrr\ e to<)k him, In ^»t Inm. Jidna del not atteiin'd 
to brrgak Ihroiiyh li . W h n he \',as ysne sir' said : 

‘ Peep in on mamma asMin, just fov a luoiie nl. Sle^ \sill 
love it.’ ^ 

‘ (df eoursed 

\Yien he eame baet: adev soue* minutrs le'* said : 

‘tube’s er^tina on. Sle* 's (piitr li'« ly. JVll of a para- 
Vra])h in tie* //u//V.’ 

M)rar m;i^mma • What is it iiow ? ’ 

di^seeiys (t sar-* (tiis lli has d^layrd his I'rturn friun his 
ki’AVel^*--^iYd the \'»r(ldmy ailh Eotma Tk'siila Monlrluuno 
is led to tad' plaer (ill nr\t A^eust or SrpVnibrr.* Pie* 
future bridr has iji ridrtl that math r, a'*<“ordine t(^ tie* //u/m.’ 

‘ Oln’ '-aid Jelna, aithoiit auv ^Inplay of interest. ' And 
^here is L3od Er ^ai-r*'^’ • * • 

YShotrtiny in East AfyiS'i, I brlu'Ve. dour mother’s 
• miii e^ V^^?itsd fiboiit it all. dhr \\onders if tle y is all\^ eare 
mr raeh sth^'r.’ • • 

They both kvi^dir-d a little. And so they parted. 

Not many •days •Ix fore ‘this conversati(.)n took place 
Dolore^ felt for the first time the new \dr she held within her. 
Anfi it waas like tlie llutterina 0 / a bird. As she felt it she 
6Cem%d to^see the Sark shadow of a bird in tfight pass between 
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hur and the stars. She nearly fainted and lay still. And 
^he found herself thinkin^^ of the old marks eyes ir the 
Lei^jaeh portrait. He knew. Hyhael always know'r; 

Presently she went intp the elrawiny-roorn and she ]of)ke(i 
at the old man for a loiiy kime. As she tvrin d to jjrj -out of 
the room , she iriane.',! at tie* 'Donna yuar(fando il mareh’ 
And she saw the whdr foam of ^^he- D\a, and tarj stonn 
cominy from tlr^ }ioriz<>n. A \vr( k lateryAhVn slle .vns^alerne 
with hiishand in tln' e\s niny, yhe said to him : ^ 

'Woiihl you mind if I mad<' <4 sliyht all' ration in my 
room ? ’ , ' ^ 

‘^Of e(»urse noth he answered reiitlv. ' \Miieb room do 
you neeui V 

' My sitting-room.’ ' 

' And \\ hat all 'Tai i< ? \ 

‘ I slioiild like to y<'t rid of that pieture “ La Donna guar- 
dando il rnare,” 

' I thought you were fond of it.’ 

' Yes, in a wav, Ih’t it 's a vrry sa'l pielurc.’ 

' We ’ll take it away, solid it right out of the apartme^nt.' 
' Oh, no. You ha\'e it, if you likw’ 

‘ What 1 ’ \vt said, smiling, and still with exeeptional 
genth/n'ev., ‘ am I to ha'. nil I ho sad I lungs ? ’ 

' No, no. It ’s only that I don’t want to have it always 
before nir just now.' 

‘ Do] oretia ! ’ he satd. IIis faee b'seiine btr'ingly ex- 
pressive, almoit emotional. ' Why are you so strange ? ’ 
Sh'^ 1 < Miked startl' d. 

‘ Strange 1 I ! ’ 

' Aren't you ? 

' In what wav ? 

‘ You have (‘hanged all your life.’ 

' That ! Oh, I got tired of all the pi^rties, soen ty. Whal 
does it give one, after all ? 

‘ Verv^ little, I know. But onee you seenVed tes^dOight 
in it.' ^ 

‘ No, never. Not really. I only wanted to till up my 
time.' 

' And you don’t newd to fill up your time now^ ? “ !^Tiy is 
that ? ’ 

She looked at mm. She saw" at once what his thought 



THE EKr^riEfl. \1NE 


r.3i 

was, Shi* draMi. ShfHild f< iThini now, at onc<‘ ? 

She had not nif^ant t(^ t<‘ll him jx rfiaps for au'^th'T rnciith. 
But Win it*not b(ot to ;j[vc liini tie- Inith le' scornrd already* 
h^\e' di\uned She s^hmJ still, litokine dewn always,* 

‘ Why js that ? ' he repenW d. , ^ 

4Ie eainc cIo^wt fe her. lie I^mE her hand* Iheii h*' took 
her into liis arms, • 

‘ Dolor< tki - it^'* ('an it bc‘ ? ’ 

Slnvlid n<,>t si>e;|^k. ^ 

'^\ffer all th^se years ? J 
Ha hear^^i s^r^n^e sav : 

* d'es.’ 

•She felt^is lip^.oo te r hi^ir, kis-iny^ le r, with rcvcrcnco. 


rHM’Yl’.lJ XT* 

From that m'‘|^n^■nt wlii ii h^i' llll^l'aIll^ knrw, th^- lif'-’ "f 
Ddl.a-cs V, n-.* Ir;iia:'ly nltri^d. All tlial ^h« liaA h'st, or 
^ecnl(■■a to Imm , sho liml .'iL'ain, ami inm'li iii'To. Sir TIk'o- 
d'Te WHS (Miio'Tili al L<l iij'"ri Ii'T, ;is Ik^Ii.hI ii'Hit liron cvrii 
in tno lirst "f th' ir iii.irri' il lil*’. 'J'Im n ^li^ had h' l ii 

t'l him thi’L'irl wlpan h'' lii\iil. Now .^lio w.m a jtiojiius 
thiiio, an . tnjni' il'’ ni'.'-t< ry and '.V'lHih r, Hf' within lif'' 
}><'■ i,yni.lf \\oioli'|ii>-<l. dmiM>'.''ii- iish' d. Aln-ady he 
Hdc.)r( (Tin In T, 11 ' ft only hi^ wif'/ l>nt In-: elnld. Ih- l:is* iijion 

Jh r li.'U r ha d 1 " n T' ' \ ( I'l 1 1 1 1 al . J’ m i that dH\ 1 1 1 1 ' 'at ni< n t 

of her was ^ever^nt^Ll. n^\e was in jimportion to 

t»iic sorrow ''hi '-lia' I, i iidiiri'iain* liis heny disappointinent. 
lie wa^k ti chan yd firftn. 

At^^di^ tlerf aimlv at t laocat i to'.k the S( tO)nd plaee in 
Ifis atTTKmris. He Ea , d Ihlna and J he children still. He 
went to tlaPu stilL idi< y did not suffer neek',‘1 at his hands. 
XheV had Ix'corne ayd wouM remain part »tf his life. ]hit 
tleyv wefe :iot*his own. And now', aviUi the radiant instinct 
c>f the^mori<)polis*t, he was hH>k4n£f f(»rward, and •his heart 
held^the two preriems wa^i^ls, ‘My ownd# Often he found 
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himself rrpeatint,^ them, with an a3ditiun — ‘Mv.,ewn son/ 
‘ my own daughter/ ‘ my own child.’ 

Dolor-.‘S had what she had yearned for, tlie ahns)st ex- 
(:Fisi\S' l(>\s.‘ of h'T hnshaiid. ]>ut the fa(‘t that she ps^tessod 
it only thronedi hyjx mm i'.y.tarnish< <l th^^ eifh Ev(;n as Theo 
had kiss( (1 hsr hair sin* h;nl known that it was to he so. 3he 
liad sinia-d with an ohj.ct. With th- attainment /_)f that 
object she coi-i]>]s lc'nd''d th<‘ punishimait attnehe^t^to,,the 
sin. ddieu poured fori h his l(>\S‘^')n the womaiyshe was hot. 
The w'^aiian she was suffered iind'T that out, s mriny. a was 
so Ijeautifuk l)ut it was n«»t IcTs, not reallv h'Ts.' It hcU>nged 
t^. th(,^ W( aiian she ha<l been. 

She was m> Inuyer afraid ot (Wenfs. She did mt. fear 
Pri neess M alM'elll, Ce.>; I'e, Tl >e meident at Ot \eano had 
not destroyed her m tie' ' yes of {h<‘ world Shi did not 
ri'SW be]le\e that shl‘ e\'er ol lid I )e S( ) d' st r< >y<-d. All I hat 
she had oiaie dread'U unsp< kabl v in (‘onn''«‘l ion with 
M' »nt< 1 )ri III' siiieid.' liad rwver eoiiK* to pass. 'J'he Pripcess 
had held h- r hand from veaic'-anee. And now she had surelv 
lio reason for N'-aiLt'aneo. ape was far a\\'ay and was 

engaged to ])onna Ui'sula. Ifi* had passed out of tlc' life 
( )t ]J< >1< i^i s as a I' »\ST. 

P)Ut he remained in her lif'oas a fal In r, the fath'T (d the 
(‘hild that as )( ai to be lx un. 

Sometimes Uolores f(dt as if he must kueov, almost ^as if 
h'‘ weT<‘ kOear to hero S' cie l lines sh<“ f' lt as if sli'^ had 
wroneed him e\sai luoi'e teiTilL^ than she had vM'ong' cl her 
husband. Slw might ha\'e sunk' und' r the topure of tier 
own unw'Uthiii' ss but f'U h' r mvstieal s< nse ''f^her own 
gr< abaess, a sense whieh had ii' ii-r aband< ii'xl h'T smce 
the moment when th'‘ leav life had faintl\' llutt'^red wathin 

h'T. ‘ ' 

Th'" child took Iwr k ind ^uid was il h ii'T in the gr- At 
darkle ss. And slw coiex ii1 rated IcTse'd uj'xsn thr ehild. 

Sir Th'sxlor'* liad said tliat she was stnuig«‘ly ,, Now 
she sank into a d'X'pc silliness. ^ 

Sh<‘ saw ver\' few peopha Slw f'x.k le^part in the feverish 
life of the Roman season. Her hmband had asked her 
^vhethe^ she wished l^^o leave Roiiks to go to i lemRiyUrty , to 
England; now\ at once. kShc refused. She felt that the 
child for wtiich tiic had longed passionately in Rorgve and 
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fot whii'h Jhe had mihm il, rmisl lx- hurii tlii.Ti', in tla- ii'iusf 
w}iiT( her husixiiid had IjriTi-n fin- Imh^ sil. nac, and had 
shown t* hfr tie' oinpt mess uf his lnart. IT-' assiniii d I haf * 

cV eo\ 4 ;'si‘ lies ohilil \?as licirn 1 hi \' \'.>'nld ho ols. Nsliofi, 

# - 

‘ We.v.ijl olio osr^S(Hl|(‘ ( 1( '1 1 ( ■]< H is Jt >] J l( \ 1 >nl( trcttil, hr s:ui|, 

‘ you (\Trrl<><>k on ]o\ ( l\^ IIhiejs. wlicrrtvoii worTf foel 

thr hr'u't ( >f Jill}'/ • 

(i^d i^t thJl 4iiii flint )ir'>hah!\' ho]' oiiild would not 
be h( »r*i in J^ily, nud ili-’ |Jnoc (,f il a Inilli imist surely 

Jje yonie. Lint* (old /\/irsc JenniiiL^s thiil sin.' Vn^nnt 

tn str,y in Ji.tt nil Iho rlnid V, ns 1 K n-n. 

' Why e^er should yoii do that ? ' : aid Xnrsc Janniii:^. 

‘ U^vAanld 1)E niJrJi ITetter^oii ull n(a‘onnls to he in some 
(pheter, fft-sljhT ]ila(‘e. And^hi sld'-^ - ’ she sfo])]icd. 

' Yes E ' snili 1 )olo]’(o. ' P,csi,[ws \^hnt, nurse V' 

' Jdi'sides I should ha'.^- (liono|il lhal. \Mlh nil thnt 's 
happened, ymi would ho inifeh hnppi^r awiiy at siieli a time/ 
'^Thnt d()e>r/t matter/ 

^ ’^^Eit (h M ‘sn 1 ? ' • * 


Y,\hyut ms' heinp hapji’or. l>u( I eni/i aruno nhoiit it. 
I feel it must take j/nee Inasa in m\' home/ 

'Yes, rnv dour?' said Nni'^o .h mmiLW 0 (Titly. * ^ Wo]/ 
it's ynlurnl \'on slioiiM hn\'4‘ your fnnea s nl^ le'h a tinea 
And th(‘V 've Hot to ho hjimoiired. \h'ii \’,ant (o he hni)[iy 
A'rheTd' you '\o hetui unhapph'. I soo/ ^ 

S1J‘ did nsH: sehs Hut l)(-lores dl<l«not a(tem[^an exact 
ex}ilanatiom ^ ^ 

'J'he days yr*wv warnioi’ as spiaue ap[U'oaehod, and 1)( J»r(‘s 
r/t'Ci ^Yg\'e ^ait io t njo\' 1 ho sum* Sir 'J'heiMhire usually 
aChs »mpanii 'd h' a’!* hut om- da\^ sho w . 1 1 1 alono m t ho y ii^oi ia. 
It was a Mr)nda\\ Yhoi'o \vouId 1^' no musa* (lu Iho Pmcio. 
She tr»ld tho eoaeluiian to taffo ;^lui^n in lie \ ilia lh>rphs\se, 
atid then |o iJi- Himao ;Lnd 4raw up on tlw terrace 

before fin- ki< »sk. lleyhand les-n ]»la\ any she would not 

haye ^oT'^ thoT^. Sho didik' d crowds, tie- ciajsh of caiTiayes 
aftd mot^’ws, the rioisr^(J [lopular airs^ an}'t hmy m fact that 
troiililed tho stijheeis in whieh sho desirod po]'| x l nail tri liye. 

There \vere i^iany jvoph- wTilkine. ]hit whon sho arriyed 
onjlic ^errtice she found few earriayes.^ 1'he sl:y was cluud- 
less, the sun hrilliant. Wlaai tfio horsrs stopped she sat fur 
some^time, almost dreamin#:, in the carriole. 
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Rut presently slie felt more \nvi(], more ectu^eioijs. And sIk* 
reincnileiTeJ Nero. IE re she h;nl snt with the (}(v_r (,]i her 
knee. She eould almost his (iMue d h'sel, his ^pilkv and 
sfieky (‘VesAheiineasy ne ee< Tiient Ef his Mnnt andhiinii^l nr/^e. ^ 
When sh< ' t h( >1 1 sdit < > fS E ‘ d* 'e sle ■ n< > |( >1 ip* r reer* t k ■n i<T siin 

She C( Mild iH tt reere! it, 1 le eiedi she f( It as if she w* re csriiootl}' 
tnniie^ to. Cesar*', n Ide'o, sank ;^war' into sn (.hsenre 
tuiliyht, (Jnl V th< ‘ ehild r< iiiai ned wit h j>er Atl/ 1 ^he t liopyht , 
ayain : ‘ Y' S, it had to lx- horn, know scaryelv iiyjvttnny 

or sioVhiny. lint Some ()n<- kry >w.s f* »r iia Sonie'onp has 
kfeavnfornna His^\orl*l, p' i'hap -, le'-ds mW Ij^t f k ■ ahil* i.' 
i Then she risked h*TS('lf A Am 1 mini' aal to t hinl: lik*' tliis ? ’ 
And shi- rinil<l nut di cidi,'. I'A iTj '^ li<',(Sd imt cnri*. 
child h:id hnld ..f h '■r sv.ul. 

sV veiled s'oirs' spoke at li'T sid's Sh<' (]id no*' h< ar it. 
In a moment it spok*' avain. , 

‘ dk>u Won't kno\N iPo anv iirT'' 1 W liat ha\'e I done ? ’ 
D'd ores heard it now aiaf turned I'ound. u 

^Yady Sally!' 

' ^\\s, it is I ! Come hrnd: to Ivone' al last.' 

X f 

' I km.'W you had l)i'< n a^^av.’ E'Ev' s sai'l vamiely. 

' AIE th'‘ wint'r, Mr hrot h' r-indaw \\ant':d me in 
Enel and.' ^ 

' Doi'tor Td'.'S V liiif *lo ei ( in f(*r a hltle.' 

Ead\' Sarah stepju d into ihe earriaye. 

‘ It is ^jice and pniv^ 1o-(la\',' said Eokas'S. * 

She lor.k' at Lady Sarah. 

' r)o vou remeiiilder a dav, loiiy ayo, \'>h'm j t'^Jcl yisii 
S' anethiny Ii'T*' 

‘ Ek's, V( n' W''ll.' 

d'he kind yr<'V eyes shar''li'‘d ties fa**' of l)<tlores foi' ,a 
moiii'iit. 

' I have sorm Uiiny h> tdl^yon now.' "*> 

' Is it yood ii'wvs ? ^ asked Lad\^ Safah. ' 

And surely doiiht er* pt in her \ oi(‘e. - 

‘ It is this I am yoiny t*) har'e wlyit I lone'ed frsr. ♦ 

' Mv d'sar ! ’ said T>adv Sarah, almost ui a \'Thi:*[v-r. 

Her hand souyhl the hand of It'Jor's, pT' ssid it, ledd 
it. But the kind eyes ayain S'-arehed the faee ef hyf frund. 
And presently her elasp rMaxed. 

She said notiiing more. Dylores immediately sj>;,)ke of 
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other iiidifferent thiriL^s. Anri L:Mly Surah did nr>t attempt 
t') lead tli^-^ con versul i< )n ljuek to the only suljject. lint 
ri tile clay US \vuri[n|f, and t lie Anyeliis runy in t^c 
p^wef'^ Home, sli' ' :>:i id I r» 1 )i iluft s # 

' No\^^ \fr are to th<‘ C hi ire 1 1 of the Sue* re Lee nr, are 

• • • 

not we 2 ’ 

' Yes,>i.o-day I \\ i ifyM.' . 

"JTJie-'y le^ar t^i {ln'*i'hun'li. Th* y <'iit< i' '1. rii< y kin i-lcij 

1 1' I wn s* 1' 1 ) v’nid' * A 1 II I v. fii 1' ■ t li' ■ 1 1 u 1 1 s n. u i l,' 1 )' >1' 'f ' s yr;^ < d 
■fiir tlie cniniyy lif<' iiiinlit Im liappy, furevtr 

she'lliVi-ii frtiiii shi aii'l fi'i'in Iruiilil''. 

J5jit T.::i It S:ir.i Ij 5 ill. pr^yi . 1 It a' I In ■ ,■ m 1 ' d U' >li >re'S. 

.Xffei' ted (lay T.ail'a .i .n a I ii 1 a aaiiic to sit with 

Dijiiria. Slin Wa.:, Mr',- '.llih. ■ ■ \ [ I* 1 1 ■ I a 1' T III h'T IliailliiT, 

anil D.ilaVi a alniii I li < 1 1 1 r. 1 ). i|, ,r. s w as m \'rr . put r 

at I'asr '.Mth tn-r. Sllr ^hiWV tliat^t'lic lli'SS of tills 

siiiLnilai'ly [luriv aiul I ran pai ' it l\ ■lll'■'T<.' iialiirc hiwl frit 
thi-S*^'li Ilf sotn'" I liiiip ediii'h caiia' d il, in d' spile' a]niii;.t of 
itself, to rec.il. Alid*aile Wa-'^iniH hed hv tllla O eMlI. W llllt 
Ladt Sarah air-p. ef..!, 's, h-tli'T slf si|..p'et''d aiiylhiiiy, 

Dd.'.res did iiol kii'iw. Itiil h'' f' 11 I lial He re was leiw a thin 
havri'-T lietw'*!! lliein, Suiiel inea le' l'inL''eJ to (t\eral'p 
It, ahi e'!-'' '!*"’ *’'■ sill.'' I'e. •sh' I If llial, if sh'' did sjieak. 
Lady Sarah had a le all a' \\ ■ II aa .a hrain Hi lI eaiild under- 
staii'i, I’-ut •he K-ii'W Hiat r,ad_w Sin-.fli \'>"uld say, 'You 
must tell voiir hu>l.aiid.’ \iel ale l.ieas that iif*ver eoiild 
she tdl 'J’le Of L'alSe r would she he to the eii4, thoiiyh her 

w heile tiatufi' !*,ati d lie.. ^ 

All hei‘'hfe uov,' r\as a ]i<'. ^'et she iwea able to el^ilurc 
it. f’or she was ahl'' already to lye for le'i eluld. With a 
resolute, an aliiuNt lulloxilU' w^ill *he lauiiahed from her 
uund all tljd^ mi?*iil l< " pr'ally ti»iuMe h. r (e aee and so do 
hann tw ehild. lird ale-'liad rfleii uiueh dillieuity in 

keeping liursi'll^withui the».'ue|. of e; I 1 111 whieh lUUst Uld 
'tly:' ciuiTy life. ]5iil day I'V day le r powi r of self-yover- 
iianee imYeasod. Hat liv day the u’lotle r in tea heeaiuie 

mure donnuant.* • iter Inislian^l iiol ii.s d a daw uiiil'' dianpL ii 

her, and one niijht he *aid, alnioal imHi a touch of whimsica 

jeali'jiis’'^ : • • 

‘ I have had yon to myself all these yejrs, and now, di 

you know what I think sometimes ? ’ 
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‘ What, Thco ? ’ she said. 

' I think I am ,i,"<*ini,^ to losr you.’ 

^She looked at him \\ith a sudd<.|i intense gravify. 

‘ Lr)sc me ! ? \ 

' Ihit — Avhat is tho niatter ? Why do you look hke that ? ’ 

' To-(h'y ^vhol I \vas driving T went to Sah Lorenzo,’ 

' ^Vhy tie re ? • vjsit tie' (‘hurch ?^’ 

' N<»; I went into the Camyo SantoT ‘ 

' ^Vliat made you d(» thiit ? Ukrs it vase ? 

L don’t know that it \\;es. Fill T fell obliged te go,. 
Whil'' I was lie TO I saw ;l monnmoiit. It was a w'oman 
hhnu do;id. A littlo ehd<l was pnlling at Itt hand. Under- 
neath was written Mammn (hni."' ’ ’ ^ 

IF' vas silont for a' nioiient. An expression of keen 
anxioty had enino into his.feec, and his eyes ^»ere fiyed upon 
her. 

‘ What has sueh a nVonur/euirto do with us ? ’ at last he 
said, almost harslilva 

‘ Kothirig. But what did you ne an just lesw ? ’ 

‘ I meant that you must ie»l Im* too mneh mother tooevvvife. 
I ha\'o heard of men 1 m earning joaheis <*f tlioir own ehildrcn.’ 
' Y< Mi (■( Mild le \ or bo I hat.’ 

‘No. Ihit ’ h'.‘ hwousd his \'oieo. Mbit you know 

h'lw mneh I love you.’ 

}L r hi )S f(M’ne (l amvord whieh he eould nol hear, T was 
U\ow.’ V 

' What did you say, Dolorottu? ’ he ; skod. 

She Irtokod at him slcadil\a 

‘ ^hMi must lot ne' Im' ws J wish to bo all these da< ^rTln'o,’ 
sho said. ' T want to by sueh a nesther as tnere has never 
boen 1 )r'f< to/ 

She said tho last wM*rds almost with pa's^ion. 

‘ I must b* ' that ! ’ ' h’o add< d. 

Sho was soiard with a longing^ to (‘X])iate her sin; to buy 
bai'k at anv ])riee, howevor great, lira lost virt>Hie^ That 
night she prayed. ^ 

' Let me sufUr ! ’ sho prayed. ' Let my Aavdil be bitter 
with mv child. Let me pass throiigti thr darkness. I 
deserve it. I deser/e the greatest punishment. lUib let 
me have peace, joy with the child when it comes.’ 

After she had payed she felt that she ought nqt to expect 
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to have pcJiC'e joy of u (‘hild l)ri_rott<ei in sin. Yd si>ni<‘lio\v 
she did not tie n fear lle^ fulniv. Sle‘ f< It /is if th'^ (‘hild 
iniist he^o h' !’ /IS a lieht banediino tie- darkness in which f'sr * 
• -he had li\ rd. 

She li/id sinno(j f, a* Tle < c 

* ^ * 

But suTS'ly sli^' had «*. .nr.d \ed lie- oliild foi^h* rsrlf. 

As tie'- (da\ s dr<'\v^Mii sh'- wa-. ))rsd 1*^/ Ike cocdsin of tlic 
» ne sni j^ieliallv anireial. Tv (33‘N novv did sh'- 

tliiilk tie- enmino- <diild yi CMine-oLeai \Nitli lli'- \\o]-ld. 

' y:. i?^ for ne‘3 sle- sona-l^inios said to le.-rself. ' Itlaid te> 
bo 7 ) 0 ¥n foy An-/ • 

About tins tinio (_\-s:iro (t/os lli look ship at an East Atee-^n 
p(Jii IV) return to ip-il y*and '^tojnia Ursula. 


[r.\nj-;i; xid^ 

brsAcr: ariU'od m ai I lo- lx eiiiiiiiia of Jnn--. IMiy"!- 

(‘all\' le- was in spk inlid li -alfli, tliin. lille-, li od. to biji'iit 
1 )\' thy sun al iTe of i o tie- o. d r <3 ;l d - • -■ i I A r:i 1^. I h - hx )kod 
ne>re nVah o\'rn 1 han wh n le^ had yuilfod Italy. Aiel lic 
hH)kyl veers older. Hi', ne iilel le-.ill^ lied not kept jias’e 
with' his l)o(Til'v' e(*ndile»fi. In 1 h' - u | »< a-bly si^und body 
thoTe ^\-as houo d ^n <nihillored s.eil. I)MlMr^-3 Ireatinont 
of liliy ha(J sliiiie into ahilie-ss all I hat as woisd m hrs 
str4.aiL'‘y '-uhn’o.* ] [e jia(| h ft Ilahe aualneol desper.ato ifian. 

'Hs- isdui’ied p ' ilel\ a h.'ir<l male ('\nieah <'ar< h-ss (ff tho 
hapj/iljoss e>f (h^oe abouf^ him; le^ unree dy, ] )ei'haps al ne >st 

aie\ie>us, t(» wouiel ; ['o-,. dil '-f'e .^-^lli-Te a d'-i oi-miuia 1 oboist. 

* • - * 

(_Aie wbina"*!! tiaAtak%n him wh-n le •(|id led r's'dly Io\as Iier, 
had kef)t*hiiri Ilia- a^j^s^y uja-n le- was stniCLdine t" C''t free 
froin Jjs-rl ha<l^lj'i\ en him almost to do^pair by hor love. 
AAiotI?(sr, \\hoin he j . U' m/da ly lo\-e(], had tatmii him and 
immediatcdy lliyiy him away. lb- was i. eoKasl t(* leate all 
AVonien. He boleaeui that lf>‘ hatod 1 lojores. lie said to 
himyelf^that he had been a fool, that, those men aro riyht 
who put \vonien on a low^ plane, wle> ons u deny* to them 
soulsA Nerves, uiV-asy sh/#p \anity, an Minimal desire to 
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please, the craft of low natures, seiisualitv, e\^n ferocity 
wlien UieiT passions ate tonsed — sueYi ais- the aVtnVjutes oi 
women. So Cesare reiterated to hims(df. Henceforth they 
should be to him as are the w<.men of th<' East to thvdr 
Isastem masters, rnmEtvys t<) his pleasiir(s jx'iliaps often 
base. Eut th'V sh<Hil(l lx* nothin''' iiioie, liis real 

life theyalK'uId imt eiit' r. Not oiir sh'Hjld c'.s r acain (‘Veii 
suspret his bc:p part, tlial part wnieh kii' vv lioo’ t'/'Joxe and 
tn suffer. IL‘ Would marry tie- preat^ d dot in Ipd>^ A 
woj tan should male' his material lif<' somclhing for his 
friends and ae( juai ntaners to woiidcr at and deLire. \v omen 
hid us(sl liim. Now la' Would use Ih-m. 

He reUiru'si to his eounirs^ alerM\^ a I hi ^ ws irsV. 

Donna T rsula had <|\ulted Ivonie and was sta\unp with liis 
people in Lombardy. (jal<‘ and th<y detads of liis 

mamape were now to Ite d< (ait d. Lillie Donna Ursula 
had wdiat is ealt d " a^ t as ] he;,-], and was far 1 ( >o sure of 
h'Ts' lf e\sT to be in a fuss. Dhil di'‘ eou.a'l- i :d lliat the Hme 
had arri\s‘d for le r b.) take Eesare. If*' lead k»een .-Tmusiiip 
himself long eiiisuph. Ei'oni li* n<‘"f"rlh le- must think about 
amusinp her. 

When he rsaeli's! (h iasa he f(»und bE amms informinp 
him that heowas expeebd at Uie La felt^ lasOr ^^(a]/a. He 
r<‘ad Miem, re-r<‘ad lle in, aiel insb a'I 'd p- Uinp info the 
train f..r Mil an he net into t la ■ 1 rai n f' a I h »n le. 

Ly ( yxl ! ' I le sa id to h 1 n I o 1 f . ' Tlew' shdil see I kit not 

lied to a strinp, to be ] >i illed w h< as \ . r tie ■'/ ehoo.^ ! ’ 

At 1< ast he had Ims u fr* '■ in La^l Afiiea. Alr< adv he felt 
t Iw shaekles of ('ivilis' d life wiinhiiip npou him inslinc'- 
tis'ely he l)raeed himself uj) to jlinp th' iii (*ft wifTka liardy 
fiereeiiess. ^ 

‘ I ’ll po to Monza vdiep 1 ‘hoose,' le* thonpht. 'Not a 

minute le.'foreb " y * , 

In far-away repiniis it senned 1 haV ! <• had hot t!ie wwll- 
I)red RomariN can^ for the ann'ciin fires. v 

He am\aal in Rome. Tlw seas'Ui was (war." Many 

c 

people had already pone away to the lakes aieJ clsewdierc. 
Rut there w'ere still some hdt. Cesare went to the club and 
wtis soon surrriimded, soon heard mueh of t^ui^ i^ossip of 
Rome. But he did not chance to hear anythmp avjoiif the 
Cannynges. Au 1 Iw did not p_h<es:>c lo mala' any ipjuiries 
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ab(:>ut T\\^^ wbr^n-i Yiv:\ woTe mostly Tloimms 

.'irid chattered of I\nin:^n d^erjys. 

Ilf vvr(\tf^t(> Ill’s [xs^ph* fh:it fe‘ \ssl-s drt.'iiij< d for two or 
hy imp' »rt;i[il ^I)ii',m' ss. JL- wrote t<) Itunifi 
Ursula yJdUy. Jf'' had Jie\sr p^ lmid''.! to anv love for 
h'T.* Slw ha'i itf^ anl lo Tiiair\ liim. Jfi o lif#of rae<‘ and of 
W'oimdto^ pride he oi\s ii h- r lo iitid' ivland tliat Iw 

• woi^l (if ^lir'iwhusl >aad -s(»m'' 'law 'Ihial 'vVa).(jUit(‘ eiioiieh 
for na r.# Aruj, of (S^iirs's h^ nr aid O) eai rv 'lut his pari (»f 
^he l^rryam. N% vei'l Ir I- ss ^1 hi ^ r'diirn fo lv')me, afltr^liis 

hiiiy aU.M aie<^, ^mi^lf' a si I’otiy 1 1 1 1 pis o moi i iipwi (''-.are, alnroi 
ae.'iirist his ^vilh ll I'cealUd many iii'm'aa'o. of Ijs. Ita an^ 
his^S(^t]j<s of 1 )( -fu;'* ‘s * 011 ' 1 Jii . pa'.oom Tw li)ohod n[) 

and saw Hi'whae of fh- A'yl'm\'^)f Id’aiw- eidtine fh'' 
hrilliaid \^ln's ii-' r'm'mO'r-d lli*' lir' llh-. m a _r'^^d'ai hv 

nieht. As Is' li' aol lls' '>f ft'»m'‘ h<‘ reni' iiilwr'd I he 

l)'‘IIs rmeifio la ih- \'all''V» l"'ii''all^ I la* t( rra'--' of (’asa 
dh'Utelii. And file eil\' m \shi'drh'' ha'I hc-n I'orn I'ais >e'd 
him nii'l cdiashscd hU'O, \'.oh<' aiMin ilw ssadlr pari of*his 
nalur^S yet at tlw saiii'* lime dirr'd 1 la ' I i' re' s e ss villim 

111 III till it el( e.s ed Vv 1 1 h a sf roMW I' ll f' s 1 ( \'v a^ a-, if soi i [ - ■ one 

naw'sl 111 '' ''mh'ia. 1 ’hr'iiJLdi tla' anj' f of ln^ hardness 
wiath^ broke Urih 'Miec jdif h, n.-alh tla* \^rath 

was hidTleii a S'lflii'os of loii'ana^ (li<'ijvh h^' \‘o>iild liava* 


dell i' d d . 

d\\ ' ' dax'-^ a 

walLine aloiiA’’ Ih- (^'>1’"-' aial v a ^ laar l'> Alarm'' s, la^ nad 
Sir d ll' ' m|( )i 1 'ai I nviis’'' s 

' ^h)o[i*(.t .Lts ! ' sai'l Sir d'h ^'d'ass 

IIi-^ \(>i(‘'' \'v Vor'lial. ih It' Id ''id ll I ■. hand. (f#sar('' 

wtLS immtsdiaf'dv slineL l'\^ a <da^e^' ill him. I fapi )i i a ss, 
a j' '\f nis ex| )' etal (< 'll, si a I t li 'ii rl i htm S' ai a ' Id 1 1 1 1 a tied was 
ahfi'ot ll k' a*r< aid's ;ij "f \sadh. .. aks.svs hriadit, 

1 a ani' ■(U\fith (“oiil 'nfiTT'ait, Ilw d'^-'p and m<lo()ious \a'](‘c 
\'ois re^otajd v^i a si I’oiiy -all faelaai. And m 1 1 1 a 'diately 
C'/tar'^*^ mmd 1 wml t d ^ ith a enrio a I y y i \s liadi I la asj was an 
all' •'/ of sii ,j ^ei- ap 

'■ You A'e Ix'ep away time, I supjiose ? ’ saal Sir 


Ti. 


his arri \ al I o a is A 


< 


dd\'-'^lor^. 

' Seme months. * And y<su ar** ifi itenie so late ? ^ 
' Ve|, We arend hraviny Wist yetd 
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It st'crned to Cesaro that Sir Tlu uihjrc looked Eft liini with 
ex]n:e.tatii m. Ot hat ? 

‘ 1 was ,^oini' to have a cup o! coffee at Atae^io's,’ Sir 
Tneod uru uoi it 1 lined. ff_ 

I 11 uome with ymi, if,.vou 'll nll(»\v ine.' 

Tlu'V sat down on a uruiplr of chaii^s by a tabic outsidu 
the caffe and yavs' lie ir ertlcr. 

'I ho[)e Lady L;iiin}Tige is ,<pnte w<dl ? ’ said - Cesarc 
forfnailv. 

A surprised exprt sseui showed in Sir d'le od^Tr- ’s eyp-s. 

' Tie re is something T don't kno^v,' Lesarc thought. 

Something lu^ thinks T know ! ' ' 

I hank you. Sir Tleodore snid, with a slighv- ti.u.ich of 
res^a’ve and hesitatuin. ^ Hiank \mu ! Oh here's the* 

coff. e.’ 

Ito busird hirnsolf ,t haea nionient. Then he snid : 

TIoW' long hav e V'ou Ixcil leiek' V ’ 

' A eon pi' of ela\w.' 

' (duly tliat I I sre.' 

I \e hoard litlT ()r redhing r>f nil lhat 's l.e i n hapjiening’ 
in my absmes*. d'le ro isn't afivthiny vorv extraordinaiy, 

I siipjioso, tl^it I ought to know ? ' 

Almost 11 1 e.'oii sei. ej wly ]n lix< d his IT'iek ryes’ (sn Sii' 
'riiet.T.re wiih a seT'utmy wlueh was unusual, which was 
fe‘rha[.s oean*. ly pardonable H shoued t.T plain'iv the 
siispieion wlueh now had leTl (d him. mel wlinh he hiniself 
did re >t iindorsl and. 

Only the Usual mai’riac<s, (ifsalhs, and bl tths^ J be]ie*vcd 
Sir Tho( id( irc rophod, withae< rlam no w eUi'* ]< ‘ssiiess. 

Ho booan to talk nior- rapidly, but will Tss vivaieitv, of 
(‘asual lojiiew of tie- d;Vy. An'd as soon as lle y h;id drunk 
tle ir eoff<'e tie- tws) nion gotjip and paT'tod. 

]hit Cesaro now Ixli* \fd thal ho kiW^v what Sii''iho(adorc 
liad not toll liim. Ifis mind had siiroK^ \ 'artot ■ upon the 
truth. Tut lio must llnd out, le* would find oij^ aU oiiL,p(a 
whe tlior th(‘ surauwe whioli lilTd him willi an exeitoniont 
almost ungovernable was wadi foundsd dr not. And if it 
wame ! If it werr; ! c 

late 'favoured him. The next day by chance he met 
a veccJiui, Luvl^l Sarah Ides. ^ He saw Iut before sfie was 
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nT^firc of Jiini, and In.s ros< was inimi‘diatwly tak( u. 
He \vent up to h-r, yv-ak. d In r, ;ind walla.ii qui* tlv aluiiL^ 
l.aaside • Aftf]' lallony for a f<'W of lijs trava P 

a^I s^orf he ^aid : ^ 

' ksow’ I ’m frvMiy yatlra' u|> ads ayain, naariny 

Soiu«* uf my Yesferday 1 had eMfit-r at ^Vrayiio's 

\v it}i Sir*Yh<a]d C>ia‘ (t^imynya/ 

I )id *u i ^ ^ 

AV(H and joll>' li'' years younger ! I sii[>[)(»se 

this yn^'xpeetf'd •'WS'iit '^he pause,!, \Mth his < \a s ftn*her 

IFad his arrow hil the mark ? 

iiieam --hr^Jn >{tes ? '^^.eaid T.adv Sarali* 

(Jf eoi_Ma<_‘ ! ' ^ 

You liJiS'e li^aisl (if th( m air* adv ? 

There was a .sound d' doiiM, RU iHC'f of distrust, in Ira 
voiisa 

' ^Wl], ona head’s rumours. ArTd direi'l |\- I saw Inin I kraav 
thay were \se)I foUiaYd. As I lie khiL'Ii di say, ha aa\t‘ it 
Hwiiy. His \\liol(,‘ look, nraiiin is sei.Tiied I'l me t(i pT’iM'laim 
great* fid III as.’ 

Really ! I should liavdls' ha\a‘ thoiialil Sir Tl^iddt^ra 
Would he So axtih. I’ai it. W ' 11^ | am 1 urn my off re.' 

' Let MS hop(^ i1 ill he ,a s. ni,' and ( '( .aU'. 

Ifi' tisik (iff hu h.at ainF I' fl h' r. Sl^‘ \salk( (1 slo\\l\'. 

Tkia f?-K‘e undi^' he]' lliiii \eik put oil aM iawas u ^iial^Mv as \aT\^ 
eras a aiK 1 ti'^iil T ( I. 

As SiM.Ji li;iil l.ff li.T -I f ■ s'Sjffh' JlMliK-, 

ir.' shift him- W in at 'll'' :UMllotl } 1 1 s* r\ an t I ha I heweijld 
dina at^lfoiiK: iu Ifi-^ lihiharm and 111, at he \vas not in aa,^/ to 
a^iv r»nn. / 

Tha hhrary was Ih ■ room iif \'Aiah*1i'- had reci i\md Xuro^ 

J('*ininys. ^w^nt into it no’/, A s^l down on tlu’ lus at 

* # • 

hlaak siYi^aiid staTett .«fr the Ituas Rni \\<- on!\' sat t hm, for 
a momir'iitj Tl^i la* sprang uj), went mt(i the adjoininy 
Ae^l'i a^JU jmIo(‘k( d a r^dd'atlnr desj >a]ejid lox in ^vhleh ha 
kajit thinys .Miat lie ;;p( eially \alu<d, op'TK d it, seaT^dierl for 
a moment, t)i( n Rre\\^ out a dvey, 1 fe rdoaked the box, 
took th(/ ke]^ and Eetui’iied to th(‘ ^(if.a m tlr fartluT rooTii. 
ThaU' kH^iluny himself down with t iotaiae and staritl at the 
small (^jject in his hand. hea\^y hrr)\ss Mame duwm over 



542 


THE FlUTTFUL VINE 


his eyes. Kis taee txj svutk. He set his teeth together. 

But his lowcT jaw quivered. Furiously he grasped it with 
his left hand. - / 

The latchkey that had belong. 'd to Dolnrcs 1 It had 
made all the Afri(‘an ‘ jn^irncy with him. If the liappy 
man he had rent in the Corso knew that lie possessed it 1 
The ha])])y man ! 

Sir Thr< m1( face rose up bctore Fesere. lie saw the 
briglit eyes full at first of exp^ etatioii. ' IF* had i)e,ri/cx- 
peiCt'd to utt«T his eongratulatioiis, no doiifC - les ttie father 
of tlir (‘hild that was about to b<‘ born ! ^ 

\ot for a niomriit did Frsar(‘ doubt th-' |)atornity of the 
eoming child. ][<■ kieav it was his. A)] hw body a idmll 
his soul d<'(‘lar''d it to hno as hr sat flaTr lookigg .^t the key 
in his hand. And th.at man wilh thr siKa md h;Mr whom 
hr liad ni' t in thr i hat n i;i n wh* » had b< 'rti a childless 

hlJ.^ba^ld for more t lian ten \ rars h hat (»ld man, washeto ? 

Bv (.T'd, no ! 4’hal Would hr loo iiuahi ! 

(5.sarr thni^l 1 hr kry into his j>or|o t and brgan fr) pace 
his room. Thi’> laav fart had l»ronL'hl bark all tlir alnaot 
saiTrd < nrrL’'y rf hw biltoriK ss, sa<Trd b<'(‘aiis<‘ it was sur( ly 
tlir part of a man ti'< ab d a^ hr liad lx cn to rio' iij) in reV(.»lt, 
Treated as In had bren ! |>ut thr whole maUrr was nr»t in 
thr past. The preo iit, 1h<‘ abomin.abf; |>rrssnt, was with 
liim calling his uiaiihoo,! to arms, to a(Uion, llr had 
returiird.m bilternrsa- But li*' had r- luriird na\’ing,"as he 
SUt>posrd, torr\'(T <‘l(»srtl llh^ llfr ae.ainst 1 tolol’es. N(JW' sllC 
entrrrd it aeain liringmg a <‘hild, his (hiild, \Mth her. She 
th' »ULdit , p' iiia[»s, 1 hat ^hr was w it lioiil , but rt w ; s not tfue. 
The'Ohild brought Iwr into his life delinitrly^, whether with, 
( >r ag.aiiist, le-r will. t , 

\\ hat w as hr g< eng to do ? 

Thr .aftiriiiHUi (‘losrd in. Th<^ e\<aiiiig f(ib The night 
apjcs eaehed. And thr la airs had Ifd nv F' sare witha swift- 
m.’ss he onh' rt ahs'.d when liis seiw ant eaij-r in ^ oj lay the 
dinner-tablr. ^ u 

' AVhat V Is it eight ? ’ he .>aid, with an alnesst startled 
movaanrnl. 

' Five minutes to eight, ecc'dleii/.a.’ 

‘Vriywalh^ " ^ 

lie wxait to hij bedroom aiid>vashed his face and h^ynds in 
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cold He did not cIihii^hj his »o1<>i1ies, but 

quickly jhst as he was, ordered c<»ff(*r, ynt rid of his man, and 
was alyne^oncE ruisrc. But now it was niLdit and he felt 
ijiuch n^isre aloics ^ ^ 

• A^*ohiId — his (‘liild -the ehild (/ himself and Dolnres [ 

lie brr)od<'d over^hal th<*uahl iit a dMrkrirss lit onlvbvthe 

0 . • _ ^ 

flarniiu^^ end of his riaar, and bv tie' pallor of l}i(#lii»t black 

nipht %t the open *\Miid(^\s . Thi^ faef chang' d rvcrvhhiiik^. 

ha^ resicjn.d j-fie woman, iiul h** \'. as* ri ‘ a >1 v< ( 1 not to 
resipiCthe child. Mt wa-s tiot that he f( It as t at li^s l^art- 
strrtiys tla^tiic ^of- fat h' fh' •» xl. ][<■ was too conscious <sf 
beinc wTe^ipod*fo be tend' r. ^\ hat h<‘ felt a, as that there 
W'as amoj^pu'acy aLS'^insI,. him t(» k' cp what was his, wfiat 
wms more aljS'shfl:' |y his •than anvlliiiic he had hitle rto 
possessed. •And h<^ was not t,he man to be“ tic tame victim 
of such a con^piraev. 

He did not kreov what he wouhj do. Ihi! he did kiaov 
that he was not p'>inu to ht th'fcmari hs had ni' t in the Corso 
faThof* his child, ddi* r<‘ miib be a way oip. ]['■ eoul^l not 
find it. He wondcr^'l wlc n^thc (dnhbv'-as poinu b> be born. 
Hi>-*mhid W(‘nt bach tv> ( )h '. niio. 

F.xeitcim jit mcro.'ised m him. IF'' C' asod fj’orn bisusdiny. 
Tho ilamiiic ^111 id ca niiol br. m 1 r< u’ t ace. ^ 

If' he Colll*^ srr Iti.IoIS'S aT'Il* ! Ih’ lli'Cicht ac;iin ( 'f the 
latchkew Willi it hr c.aild ( iifr]’ Ih'' apailmrnt in Iddawm 
Tkndi^criiii at#; my hour of t hr day. But ( 'a n ny ric' w a ^ 1 1c Tta 
If (>nlv he Woiild hax c Boni'S r\(Ti T< >i' a da_\ ! •7hjf ('rsnre 

rriiicmhiS'ris t his :fri(’r. his manie r. N'c hr %\(»iild not ro^ 


Hr wvLS w i t i y c o n dir 1 1 1 ]■< o h o 1 d of 1 a I h ■ r 1 1 ! 

* (dessi,f (•^ >0 'kr y it ( ) a laiic h, k lima his (acar fall on I hr floor. 
T1 ir irony of thr wle-Ir bn mik s.^y^ IFr [)irk< d uf) thr eicar 
*and sNriit to tlio* w iiH kc'. . Hr sto.^d l'\ il for a kmc timr 


l^miiiiic ()i>t, anj kn 


down iiito lh<‘ <k'S(a't<d Court Yard 


of the^}»alacr. * ^ • • 

And l\mna^Asife • 

lie tlioiiLdit of h'-r (’rsrir<‘ i'(ahoul that the incident 
of the cliild hai.l hm^'ird him back, if aloiiy the wnvs of 
the pact, b.wval'Js dhe woiean Ik' had kerd. He could not 
now say to +iimsen Uiat he hatrd l)ok»rrs. Xo. And 
su^4dei^Jy his real.dcsirc leap' d ujd in ht^ mind, winkle, almost 
burk'^rously simple. 
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\Vhat he wanted lo do was this : to come forward openly, 
rnin Dolores in tlie e\n\s of ]i(‘r liiishanrl and the woj'Kl, and 
then take possession (sf h<T an<l of the child. ^le \\anted 
tln^tii to l)e east out. h’lll tlv-y wte’e li'- could not thein 

slwlter. His eliild h'‘ would have. On tlia.t li*? was r^/sdlved. 
And ths^ motla;^ — alid slie not, must sIk md. with the 
child ? 

It wins rmt done w'jjji, that r-pisode whieh liad^c'uln ii n;i t ed 
at ()h;\auio. He hail uee'pted his dhinisoal fiooi ine 
woT'san* Dut fati' \\as ^^(U’kule; ayainst the \\S)niaii. ** 

If only h<_‘ Could < D<»!ores aloiu; ! " ^ 

H e liriLe red oR 111 Kouks llii’oijeli tlir snnn\^ da\'s nf June. 
His inotluT v.rote at lire! plainfi\'Oy, Mien ii'iiliynynUy, 
ut'yiny him to eoiue to th'On in Lomhardy. 

‘ If this sort of thiny ('ontimies/ she v rol cu you avill hvse 
Ersula. No oirl \'vil! stand sueh t . eatire ut. and Ei sula has 
a yroat doal isf eliaraetkr. idnid; \'dial siadi a loss would 
III' an. Sho is the bast mat<*li in Italyyand one of the best 
in Jbiropij. ('ona^ tojiis at <>nee 

Ihit since Ic' had niel Sii' ddi^ fslore, ])(»nna Th'sula', vvith 
h'-r pi'imrose-eoloui'ed liair, le'r slai'iny blia- e\'es of a doll, 
Ini'l btaV'me notluny to (_’« sai'e. ( )nee shs iiad meant t(3 
him a e()mpael liltlo will, at least that. ]juI now she laded 
int( > those shad o\i,s which el ns a id t I le s} xad I’es ( »f the r( ail . 

Slis liiihriot \s]'ilo. t>i]l tlioiiedi she was deeyK^ off'.'vded, 
c\ssn indiyiiant in a cold way, sle' ^^as Nsailiny. C' sare had 
past to be here. ddiat \'ais low sles pul it in herself. And 
hors h'“ was (^erfainb^ yiyny to Im*. » , 

In iMc [last ttoaro had ])ro\a(l that, d^'s[i,ite tlw seeisd. 
videau'iKS* of his t'lUfMi- mMif, h'‘ <*ouId lx- patient. He 
had once lea ai pat r mt f. f 1 )olois o. And now, in the lenytlnm- 
iny days, he fons d hinise]; y, be pali'ait f'-r Ins eliild. He 
looked at the latohkey, but no did ir^ t uo“ it. Llf never 
calk'd at Palazzo Jkaibei’ini. lb* lram|>iod (t avn the flames 
in his heart. He wailed. 

And, in an old palace of Itomiy a ^vbnlan wais wanting too 
for the birth (sf the ciminy (‘hdd. 

This woman was Prims ss M anoelli. She only suspected 
wdiat Cesrrc was so sure of. Her jealousy suspected. If at 
the ai)pomled tiioe — the time sli^‘ had (adeulated— the^hild 
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was born^sh^:^ was rcsolvrcl to stay h^r hand no l(»nycr. \She 
did not reason. Sla- tiad reasorird. SIm‘ liad held her hand,^ 
Tile loiFrsEad b<‘en (h\ad<'(h th<“ rnaaa'ajidih le tween Donna 
and (Vsaro hrouyflt about, ^iut now the surface of 
t hirers was eliano' d. 

the fiad le urI of ('(oaro's return from Af?-i(‘a. )^Ie* knew 

he was^in Romo. cSle' kie w ho had yioj visited Lombardy 
or take?^ tli» tr(»uJ)la yi^oct his ^//k; 

^o t^jio ciej was^iot se t^ Her aoleai, it seemed, had not 
ace< yn[Mished rWI tliat she, had inte nded it to ass ‘oni] )nsh. 
Her jfeiloi],^\^ w ( (s enbmal ]< ais wlie'h kept ler sle.-pk ss by 
ruLdil. Sli^; sasv le io.lf trieked by th'* wem;m \\alh Khe 
wv^fed e\'es, wleUg she had^ st I e 1 1' s k vh<>m slie had sli’i\'en 
t(> sum up, ^}le»m sh'- had <s 'I'l ;i i nl \one\ ( t p' 'lie I i’: J ed, ne\aT 
Coirpirehorek ik Jn that apparent yeiitl< iiess of ])MlMreS 
Lami \ui US' tlere musi bc>lii( Id'Si ^a hard \\ilk fkaiealh the 
&(s_aiiiiip siie'eriiv tb'i'e U'list lurk lie h^sart of n (LasT 
triakdeir The' Rrine' ^s rem< •mbciss 1 Ili-ai’ eon\a ^rsatii »n 
when It'jeei eauer and leT j'euiark lo D'lleres; ' Ita'liajss 
y( 111 kup w 1 e e.v I o ;o/yer /e ;//e // Je far b* ■ I [ ei' 1 1 lau W( ‘ I.at i m do 
d('spif(‘ our a[p)ai’ei)t sup]>leiea^ of miiel/ Sle? remciii- 
bers’d, to(>, that murmur'd s< iibaes' of Iks' \-isifor, FLo yet 
and— to keep."" It had t<>uelj<d Imt <*11 lli<' I’a V then. Ihit 
ii(sw the rsTie rnbisares ‘ of it semsd le r as if a h^l iron was 
applied try ^^seln(ls tliat weia* op^m. 44s‘e‘ woi'ds, (s.mbined 
with’re(sait events, seemed ie t' II h< t ])lamly tle^ sle* ha(i 
been d' l 1 b' a . 1 1 e| p^^a\s d 1 1 li ; I I lal D' L >i’es ha< [ < a ily seen K.al 
to rrhn<|Uish (esare at liei’ — tli<^ Ikare'ess s - be k liny ; that 
C\a‘T\dl 1 1 m> h I F ■ n ' ra'S'i I a • n t , h i > d*' r yaa'l u re. Ins 1 o 1 1 y abseins.y 
the ri(“W " h' >n# \ui a M »n ’ <4 fla' ( anri\my''s \n hieh had 'Issjo 
obsers'ed bv all 1 p Si 1 e e \a r e I ) i udy vltieh had oisairred to 
Ttsassure h'T, had been iner' K' *4 an elabo]’at<s plan to 

tlfrow <]ust' in leF jedeiis ami sendu#:siny eyes. 

\V,.ll^he lai.l h^'^hand^ m the niylit on a letter, the 
let t< T ^wli r^h Ab^iiflnaino had writtfii just lycfiue lar com- 
niitt-^i suieide, Tliat^ was laT ^veapwn. And s^ith every 
da\' that ] y,assed^she„ was yatia riny will to uo; it. 

She had rmly to ])ut it in the post, wil li Sir Tlieiidores 
narm? apd addrisss on the en\'e]iyfie, auni Dekyres Lannyiige 
would be ruined. 

WlAit would hap^'pen after that she di<i not know. And in 
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her present mend sh^* did care. She had ear^ so much 
that slie liad not yet sr-nt the letter, the sending of which 
might gi"/e ])ol >r(‘S to Cesare. ]hit now she was filling to 
risk that, to ri^k an\i^liing, ratleU than to go on shi(^ld!^g 
the woman wdm h:id uroetmd le r life, aod \vho, slip began 
to Iwliewa was 'playing a lonrr c<>nicdy t<> irir^k her. 

Ferhaps it \\as r\pii ])<d»r(‘S C'annyngf who had made 
Cesare pro[)os( t() Dtmna Ui-sola to cowt-Ikt (fwn Vritrigye. 
Siiaa^* slw had le ard of I la- child R'‘me< ss ,\laiie( Jli lani parsed 
ouf'’of the rogiitii in w’hi(‘h sho h:ul Ix'dipilil.r t( > t hink clearly^ 
and reason calmly, llidd'ai m th‘ d/nknos^ tho little 
cFi-wning life h;id elroady east oid ils i ii Ilia ras', ^he triaiam- 
(loiis mtlnoiH‘<‘ which app'i'laiio only t<othat in whiivi Pod 
has put a jiarf of Him# If. It, had eliang-d four li\'cs. It 
lead givaai j'Oa si ill le a lianas a swoisl. , 

W'laai ^nne('s^ Maneclh had Ihst lasard of tho hope's in 
the (\aim\'iigo laaivla»M Iw lard f<'It as if a s\\ord entered 
h'T hoaT’t. If] that iiione nt of he* ri and o\ajiiisite suspicion 
sla' 'was (‘oiaoaous I ha I sli'' hiaav foi- Hr \a.r\^ Ih’st time just 
how rina'li, and how, ste’ lo\a'd (’o-arr. Sho hayed him 
mainly with the Ih'di, and lla' Ih sh ]'epaid Iwr in ils (wvn 
hideous fashion. N* r --sho frp it \i('h iitly — never, till 
raawu in this^mwv sus[)ieiou, h;# 1 slu' fully grhisprd the fact 
of the wdioh' nasaning of laa h»\cr\ eoniMction ^vith d )olores 
Caiiiivnge. Xovor tHl iio'a liad sla* tua ovn the whole meaning 
of j( aloigy. ' 

Lot the child be born at tia' lina' sla* had eaauilated and 
the bl ow should fall. She (Sirrd imllimg for eonse(|uences. 
All that she Cared f<ir' was lo strikrs and to stijl^e at t,he 
monkont when th** blow W(Hild pr<ws‘ d-sidlV. " 

M ranwhile in Pala//.o 'Harbrnni Dolores was })reparirhg 
herself for the sacred act f \Coman, for the handing on of 
the torch. „ , ^ ^ ' • 

\Vilh tlio sure instinct of la r yx — guided la) d>)ih)L by the 
inllexibh' hand of tlas great Mol la r -sla,^ had 'fougd the, 
way of release fi’orn thos(‘ namtal toi-^ures whadi, if envlut^d 
by laT at this peraw], must have harmed thg budding hfe. 

She h^ul given hers<lf wholly bv the ghild. Secretly, 
raysteriously, she luwl abandoned lover, husband, gvep her 
old self /and had stolen away to the child. With it already 
At wss cndofletl as m some hidden refuge, knowm dhly to 
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the ehildj and herself. 4die it w wliu s;i\v h(T notieecl the 
great eliang*' in lu r. Aial to niorc Ih.Lii oie' it now seemed 
Like a Vitr\drawnl. Often now to li« r liir-^hnnd she gave a 
S^ra^e impression of rciflotwe ss. ^ 

‘ Ycyi piust not al)and<tn ni<‘ 'Ah'ilh./ lx eaU'.e of oiir ehild,’ 
he said to her f>riee, half pl.LvfnII’va ^ ^ 

She was snrpris^l hy th<‘ suhllity of his instmet, whieh 
>m h'dttiim alight in lie; daw tle'd \vere gone. 
Bm otil^^ S[iid.gravchy ; 

Wifl it is horti I ijinsf think onlv of it, ]i\'c (.nlv for It. 

' Y«'S, tj^it horn ! ' he amw<'r< d, with a gra\ it\^ akin 
to hers. ^ \ on are right. ^ ne n eaikt melrrstend thise 

H oidy mnant ' — h*^ t<)ok le‘r liend -OLekt go too f;ir 
away fr< »m me.' ^ 

^ ihit I hn always \\ il h goij.’ * 

’ Yn\i know T ne'an m gerii. 

Slv; (lei not airwmr. Ih' yiid no ne']’". And hy dcgrocs 
he h<‘(;;.amo nioro ^t( »n e ■< I lo Ih-' (diaiigo m leT, more 

r(S'onejl' (1 lo it, Ih' <">'11 al la .1 e.me' ahiio.t k* |(>\'e it, 
Conrea'tiiig it lie' m;. .I'i’\ iiiol li- rie id. >Vnd oie' 

(lav, standing Ix fi >rr Me' pe *mv al I i ihiil ' d I o 'leiini, le* said 
t<) him's< If, ;i^ le; L>of,(d,at lie- p.'iL' MaiLeiiia Laiiing (>\er 

the Jfoly ( liild : i 

' /\11 I r I e ' n e ' ! I e r'. d< ' < •. i k | from 1 e ^ 51 y Ook ‘^'1 1 a t' ms ! 

And I o;li t, iMiiiognl o In o\ c^. 

An^l fi'opi that da\' lio nov'or lied |(» (N.mhnt fie; gontk; 
rvinotny'.;^s, tie '^lill iieldT''r<'n<‘<' lode' 111 - end lli'' [nopk; 
around lens 1*1 1 at iii' d I o < n lan . 1 1 ' s 1 1 1* I h, I t'o] n 1 )< H ores, 
'cdiaiigmg all I ho ^af lie • .pie r-' of/ii. hone'. dlio ro\(Toie‘e 
he Itei folt wIen le' t.i-.^o,i' h-'^' hair mor- asod upon him. 
Hay l:»v dar h^‘ wvs moro e«^n-.eeins of tie' sa(‘r' di i, of 
sv(jmahl5>od. Ihv'^^^s wilgd app.ii'int eoldn< ss to him he 
, mea.s;irj.'(/^de'r |S^>non for tie' dn Id. 

# ^^et ite; (‘hild ha\^^ o\orellimg now/ he '^aid 1(» hims''ll. 
‘ Everythi^ig t* wndv(‘ il p. 'i f- el d 

And it s('on\( (I to dim llial lie' f< o|ing of Hokir- s would 
hely t(3 f(ji'm it, to mako id lm\ lim^s oxynisito, its hide 
face beantifiil, even its natnro louder and good. 

Niirse Jcmiings* at tho 'Urgent request \>f D(d')res, Ead 

• 
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nr)\C oorne to live in the pnluce. Sir Theodore ttlJ:)Ught her 

a[i cxerllcnt mir^e, arid a e< aripctent y( )Uni^^ \\'oman. 

hint lie (lid iK^t ^jiiirc Ilk'' le r. 1I»^ ne\'(;r frit eofipi/i.'telv at 
lii^< lis^ ' vM 1 1 1 le r, f' nind Ji 1 1 Ir to saf to le r. and was yen(^al^y , 
(■(>11 riMlls (if :i slivhf ,M[iS(>(.f I'cllrf V.hrli sIk^ was (>U^ of his 
oeliL .X^ad lirf ai'hialK' to di'^Iike* h^lliy in a Tot^ni 

with h'lth tlie iiiiioc and lii'-. \Mf<'. A *ensation nT antag- 
onism tle n Ix'M t him, as if the tuo s<<\e^ wt^rr, ai^d must 
a^^a\'s he, m-'Vitahhv' at war, and/Ls if m;pi werj* the i^ifelmr 
livlr'-' r!' Ih' hid Ihi-^ f<'( liny ciif' fnllv, a>.d was always 
s[)reially polite to the nurso. Itiit lie'-lookrT f'V’ward 

e.'fyrriv to tie' tmir wle n she would he ns) rm *r(.‘ wph them. 

Shr secmr,{^ soiie tine"^ to sfaiid 'o' t /■(■ n him aiH 

to ( inpliasisr thr Rlterks \\ it Ik Irawal from, him, to will 
th.it h'' should rcm.'Lin in an unpk'us.'int, aliui^st i>miatural 

S<»llflJ(lr. ‘ /•' 

' < >nl\' a few we( ks^ iiow ! ^ #he said to hinisi If one 

# 

e\''’niny. ♦' 

l')i']f hr u.'is hrrinfiiii^r t(, ]),. h.'imitrd hv anxis'tv. l^'or two 
or thr<'r d,i\’s 1 k' Ii;k1 s''' n \rr\' hi tie (»f his vwfc. had 

p.i'.scd mijrh tinir in ler h<dr<H)iii. Nur.-^e Jrnninys had 
ad'vis(ddmn to t ;i.\ e le r alone as mueh as jiossihlc, to let 
her ha\’e [ m l f'-r t ( jim t . ^ 

‘ Ihit vdi.it is thr niattrr ? ’ he asked, on this c^^'eiiiny. 

* SiiT' hr- is shr sijff-^j mu V 

Hs\<i\/>hmu IS (jiih- normal. Sir Ihessldih/ the umrse 
r<'phr(h erldh' hr tlKdjeht, aiid lookiny at him \Mth her 
sN ;i(l\' rvrs. ‘ Thrre is no iircd f-u’ aiiv siK'fS.ai anxietv.’ 

J'hil Sir h'hro.lorr \s;w not sati .re d, ' 

' \^’r oiiulit not to ha\ r rrm.'LUird ill Ivorm*,’ k.e said. ' This 
lanymd air must hr ('>di^ejSmy hrr, drmy her harm. I 
alw;i\^s uaiif'd to t like he T aw7jV.’ 

‘ \ rs, Sir Throdoi'K. , Ihit shr look it into h r heael thftt 
it must hr lirrr. It uas k>rst to jlUIlK .Hr^lirr.’ 

Olu( lliiiik cif thi' in ;it i.>f Jill}’! S('\iTa:I wfjks more, 

and al ready ’ , ^ ^ 

The nurse said nothing, and mad(‘ a sliLditpno\;ernent as if 
to step hack into D<jlorr:j’ bedrouni But Sir The<jdore 
Stop[)rd her. 

' Whiit SI moment, nurse ! ’ 

He Vrxuit on, wkispering : < 
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‘ It isn't too late even now I ’ 

' What for, Sir TluMalore ? ’ 

lier a wav.' , 

' She runst r< main heir,' tlir nnrso replied, with a dec'f^ion 
Lijat sounded stern. . 

. ' lU]t why ?• 1 don't niran far.' 

' (^(itite inij)o;>si We.' 

' Bi'fc t(^ Fra^e,Wi, or*Aij/io ! At Arizi<)^she wrejid have* 
^en^hl S(^i air.* I e(>n|d eaeily y< t a \illa, and we eould 
go niotorw^r slowly. ^It is (jiido re-ar.' 

‘ l^adv^dfirmynge ninst not ho nio\'ed till the child is 
born. ^ 

nitrg.<' tnrno(J a\vay, and agatn Sir ddioodore 
St(S]'>p( 'd*he^ . ^ ^ 

' Ihil, — I (^n't niidorstaiid ' 

The ANord ' pr« iiiahira' had stiddi nly cenne into his niind, 
aliiH *st ( »n t(.» Ins li( o. ^ 

• ‘Lot mo ’ ho said, aiidTioniadoa nio\'o]jemt towards 

the 1 )( dr* )om. , 

' Sl^o 's tirod to-niedit, and was jnA dropping off tu sleep 
win n I left hor,' sahl llio nniae mil' \ il -ly, 

1 [o stoppod, 

^ ( )li, th' iT ’ ^ 

' d'Nois' is nothing to fn^s about Sir Th'-odor's If \a>n 
w ill ' ml\A)o oalm, aiH 1 I n '.1 \v ait, u it li'^i t w m i \ me ' a ( list nrb- 
iiiL^^-'eh^ (^imisnya lle i'o js no i' :^on that I ^in s< e why 
all should not L'o pinto a> it oiielit d 
Aft' i’ a rm iim n! of sih noc, h'- said : 

, ‘ \ er^ ' 1^ I tri]' t y< >nr exp' ii' neo.’ 

‘ Hemk y^fiiA 
' Ihit if if- ' 

H(‘ broke off, Ifo had •lio(^i aoont to say, ‘ If yon are 

deeoi\ irpif*irfio , 

Rut T.hat roHsott^aild 1 ho nnros fuv/e for d'se iving him ? 
And to l:tv t oi'ds would be to iiiMilt the Woman on 

bis wife re] 10(1 ^ 

‘ I trn A N'oi^r ( "i] xn’u noc and (hwa^tion,' ho said. 

A I 1(1 he tnrnod ai^l \saltad I'apidlv a\\a\a 

Nnrso J«ennin"s wont softl\^ l)aek iiit(» tlm bodronrn. 

As ?he was shutting the doot from within t liM'e came a 
sould that seas like a gasping sigti. It w'a.nf(.»llowed by a cry ; 



650 


THE FRUITFTTL VINE 


Nurse 1 O nursr 1 uursr ! ’ 

In the early rnornini;^ <'f tli<‘ f( dav, the twenty- 

nintli of th'‘ irioiilh, after ei^dit hours of ayouv, gave 

birfii t') a male child. 


( FI AFri:iv‘ XTJi 

r 

Fur years Sir Th' odore had haveVi cllil.f, aru 

imagined tie* lirsl J'>}'s of/atli' rhood, tie; [aide, the triumph, 
the tendcrieos a man mii-.t mr' ly ferh uh<» leFJs in 1,U'> arms 
the result (.f Ins !o\e for th/ \\<»ma[> le* has (‘li(>''- n to he the 
Com[ )an e 'll ( d his h f's >d a a\ s le^ had i mas i le d joy in eon- 
le s;li( m \m I h fe I le rh- ■< 'd . N A, < r had li-' ga/s dun to shado\^'S, 
t)r eoi' fi'oii le d a s 1 ' af > lar'. 1 1 ' • ^ 

\rt now th.il le' hii'n .' If af l;h.( all.uiesi, as he siijijMised, 
his gi'-at'ot d- he hii'W a f'sar la - ii'T lh,m any wftieli 
had ass;i^i|(d him m t h' p.i' l, a f' at’ heUi < wershadowed 
his triumph, \^jiie|i (ip-ie'l an ;^h\'^^ a> hu feet int(.) whieh 
lie ga/' 1 1 1 1 h le e, is ns , 

Su[)p''siiig lie' hiijh to he pisnealiir'' his \'ery first 
an\ 1' Is' leal him f'>r Vh '‘hild. Jl'' f'aO'l I ha! tie; ^Iiild 
mield le*! h's ii'aned, le.dllre, strong. p'U'f''‘l. ddie doctor 

t ' ' ' f 

and Nurse J< uj n n e; > r- a ^^u is d him. A nd his own (ga -s le >re 
wit I e 's,> to 1 1 e ■ t ru I In ‘ ^ ^ 

'Idle* lid. ant had iio hhliirdi. w a ^ lleh' <1 a f 'iteet spViUmrUi 
csf a hah\u sueh as might l^i\a‘ gladdeie.'d the h'.art cd tlie 
most exaeling or doiihliUg f^^thvr. 

ddiat tlr-d fear hannhwh -v grrat''r f( ar eaiU^ upe^u him. 

It uws (Ut afed h\' tie’ ('ondifioii of l)(HireS. < • 

Although this was h'U’ lir,^t etnid the af4u {)i|.ns were 
terrihle, and lasU d for U' arl\^ forty-eight hours. ‘ ^ ^ 

l)uriiig all this tiiU'; Sir Idi^odore' ne w.T sle[)t ap(i seldom 
rested. Jvept out of In', wife's j'o, nn, wlnue Nurse Jeiiiiiiigs 
wsas in (;har'ae, a o isnel nur,'.'* ha\ung been has (ih gsent for to 
take eares>f t Iw ehild, le ■ d the imnvense apartment, 
going from chaiuiior to ehamh' p hut inccosaiitly retuoung 
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to the libby where Iiuiil: tie' ])ietiirr of tie* ^^;l(|(‘)nna rikI 
Child cdose to his \Mfe\s d(>or. r<ol,s (‘.ttih', leit Ih' r(';)il iij) 
letters^ Ihey lay li^ apcd ori lie* table in his sludv. (’^rds 
•^^'eii*:; loft, bn t ho did ii< P\n;n ylano'^nt t ho nan i< s njo >ii I heni . 
He trJththo servants slniost ii<^(‘ely lh:it Is' wouM see nc) 
one and inust1)e left eiitii'ely alone. l^r-iTi tini'‘#o time he 
ate a inors(‘l of husd. Often ho went [,, ^^a/.e at tlr' tinv 
(;l^d wjth^ts slie^T^yo l)laek o\S‘s lli.'il Mcni'tl ItMtkina inward 
at thwiys Hi) (mo*<>n (sirkh had < n. 'J’le n h'' I'osiyned his 
waik or, throwing 'ei a <‘li:iir or S'*fa, ojose^t hjs evos 

and ^trr>\"rYo 1^(^‘ (ealni, to ooinbat Ins arowiiis^ f' ar. 

W hy li^d he nms i ( hi \ [ .av d 1 1 1 i s possj bi I i I 's of t ho nioilier 

^iVieo hor hfr fMr>tlieb‘l,i|,it^ (M'li.'idte onm>;mea it ? He 

reint ‘mbtas >1 veb liw oon w 'rs;! I e ef a ilb ll-il.ii’es wlsai she 
had d'^('rib<'fl te.r \iMt 1 m ] .< 'V \[/.< \ j-'i.r a niMincut, 

then, he had been IrMiiid^d, hatl tliMnahl ef d(;illi m riai- 
neotion ^^ith birlli. Iki# li-yjiad jtiil the ilienjly away 
altnost at ono-s And o\Mn Mi- n snr^ka Ins mind had imlv 
said to itsAf, ' Si;oh a tliiny mndil ti:ij»|i''n but md l(i Hnlii- 
rott^i, jao'er I o 1 Im], ,i .-t i ;a I m [ny wif-s t k- a Mni:oi a heni 1 1 m \ c 
S'* 111 11' d 1 and A'y 1 1 ' » 1 1 ; e> 1 >' '< n m \' < ‘mh i pai 1 1 mh f« >]' s, y m :i 1 1 v' \s ars. ’ 

Now he (hd faoe tkn, f. indijl ])o.akilit\a nail v le* 

thoeadit of J_hat mnninortl in Ik' ( i n 1 1 to *Sa r d o nf San 
Lonsar/o, of tlo' mol li' r lyina d od. of 1 k'- t inv ekild pnllmo 
at lj(‘r handle of tko vord^, Mdnru,! (/•;■/. 

I )ri \'nn by thomjkf ho syrana nfi.^aeain ueii w*f roin room 
to room. Jbit loi mind \\as more fe\-erwk!y '^oli\e wlien he 
wans \n ne '\S'mont. Il was as if IIk* blaok tlionsdiK walkod 
>dth k(''']>mo him eomyanv \'-iHi an as'.idnoiis oaacrness, 
passing ^^ith^llm tkronak lk'‘ Imdi do-waars, slandiny with 
him bof(ae tie; padnr'S, list < niiej-^w iUi him ontsido that romn 
in whieh ^vas a to]tnr<'d woiTimf. 

And the mOit fell tji'' t]s*^(,'[) of th'' tlionylits in- 

creasral, till ho felM^irvlf ni tin' nndsl of a fti ovd of moviny 
Ihini^s ^rfiped ffi- blaok and with t'rril d* hidd( n s. 

•"^^ith a sort c»f fi^ehlfiil ear'-fnln^ss, a po'oi ion almost 
cold and petty, ^Iw laid bi foro him a lifo without Dolores. 

She W'as dead. Ho? bodroodn was empty. All tleAlunys 

she hftd been aeeiist<nned to ;jso -J.ood in thoir j)Iaces, 

gathering dust. Her gowns hung in the wardrobes, growing 

old'^hi(^uecL ller^hat^ in the drawar^ and boxe^. And 
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ho^ Kilent the room was ! Id her drawing-room piano 

Si)ftly he went into her drawin j-rooni, and stood there 
lookiu;^ at evcrytliiug, a%d sayin^r to Inins-df, ' Shr is«dfed^ 
And how is it Ultc ? ’ Lriihaeh’s old man fact his still 

fiercely alr/o though Dolore s was dead, lie loi iked ground 
, missing something. T'!\<m he rrnv inbercd. Tlie '^Junna 
gtianhindo il mare ’ wws in his lit)rary no\ta ' A coiivf 
camc;^ 1v.<‘k to his rnind in eomi(Vtion With that pjdure. 
Dolores had asked him te) take it out of trlie/eMsn^ Sho fliul 
said, ‘ ^ s)U have' it, if you likod Hr had ans^o r^d, ‘ Wdiat ! 
Am I to have gll tlie sad things ?'" ];!ut 1^' had <aken tjie 

f)ieture‘, aiiel he had k< pt it. ' • ^ 

All the' sael things! ti it were true'? h<''\vere fated 
to endure gr^at SMrrows, pfrha[)s Uk' grcaO sf tliat a man 
csin uneh rgo ? Lkit, h< rp, onr<' morr man\s strange and un- 
re'asoning oTttimism for a irew'ivnf r('tiirii' d i'i, liini, anel he 
said to himself, ‘ No. (Jlh- v m< n may t-; (k'stinrd to sueh 
a fate hut it is n- ►t ^ p> 'ssjl d.' 0 hat I am.’ Ni'V* rth-'le'ss, 
in:im''(li;Ll dv afl'rvar<ls he e‘> ait inu'/d cari.fully te) iiria«!ne 
his life in Uorin' as a wiihoerr : tie' veaking u[) in the' morning 
evitlnsut j)Ml(»rys, th*' friLdOful fri ^‘dom, iie) oiV‘ to consult 
J.LS to tlie laying out (»f lie- day / tie- e'kf-'c talv* n aloie;^ the- 
walk, the return t'» km eh in solitieD ; llie str< fehing afte'r- 
noon, teadime with ho l)<d»res silting he^iele tun to nour 
out tea, to eh ►sing in of tl;e cvi'iiing, 

the liglitiiig up of the r<H.iiis, the dimeu uour, the silence, 
the eleaeily silence of the* night, lie shut h h ied. ' Thef Ctilel 
prccisje)!! ht'came imp'sSsible to liim. Suehgi hfe c'owJd not 
be in store for him. 

Then he thought of tig* <'lhld.^ Evei-i if In lost the mother ' 
the chilel would be left. N'> longer a husijaud there wouli,! 
remain to him the hfe ot the father. ^i/ 

But now he, who hael so almostdespe:^ Jy^lesired a child, 
reo'oiled from the thought of beirig left aloUe witri n dule|^ 
which hael killed its mother. No eiteiU' he was affected by 
his gnavring amxietv, by his lack e)f sleep. The seconei night 
of Dolores’ agony haxi fallen arounei him. Ilis boely was 
beginning, to suffer se^oerely uneler the strain of the jini^d’s 
painful and almosj^ sinister activit^v. Perhgips for this rCj^on 
he was now cumpamuned by a morbid he)rror, horror at the 
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idea of KciriLf the father of a child which had caused D'>Iores 
such tym%ent, a torment whi(‘h still coiitinurd, and which 
Jtnii^ht end in her (healh.^ In v.-nn Ig^* s;iid tri himself lhaf all 
this \^jis ordaiic d, ssas the myU^TiMiis work of Nature, was 
ryi'CS'ssary — wUsy'^ies man kneav or wont I (m'er kii^w on this 
side of till' \eil — .^oias d ocik' hiddon jairposi'. In sain he 
dweltNipo*! tie; al^o ill] I iniii M'l'Ut''; <-f (liejiffle (‘liild, now 
calmlv Ahilo he conld not .sto p. Th':' horror re- 
mr^iK^d ^Mlti him and hrpamo moro threatmine, tiff at last 
cane; thr^tnoiipht/' If J)oI<»retta dr s 1 shall hate the child, 
my child ! ' ^ 

^ *Ir tliaP momtT^t hr knmv how (hep his lt)V(' for his wife 
must bck ^Or \\as it r< allv his lo^s- for the nintli'r of the 
child ?* Ci'i’t^iin ' it was that th<“ Duloros in ay<'iiy meant 
more to him than the piny (‘9ild, far inurie Ho folt that 
he \\onld alliov th-- ('hild^'o dn- ifits do;Ltli ooiild sav(.' tin' 
m^-ithiT, TIo ' no lo[|^. r rio.VniiMsl him If. This main 
wathoful in llu' doail^ln iiiia, wa-, hho a slraii'SiT, with fitdinys 
he — Tli'.'oiiorc kannsniy' --^vas awaro* of wdli am;i /.oiiiorit, 
w'itA Josiros he suroly <*oiil(l H'd sh.iro. t ho was, sonio- 

howy idonliliod ^^dh I hese fo-dinys, tln.so d(e^ir<^. Thoy 
were not his— and his. 

lie strove to (h laoh hi> snr< iv murdoroiis fhoiieht from 
the child, foariny hini olf alnl<»^t as^ a potential assassin. 
Whtyt is 111 aft 1 hat In; oan live till iiiidtllo ayo, and jis ver know 

Inmsolf ? 

This stranyr wsas friyhlfiil to ddn "disro Canmniye, 

He Went rv softh; to tin- lolj)-/ outside tho room of 
Uoloi'os. It Avan two ohTieIr in tho nniriiiny. lie t^rimd 
on a liyht which slniiio jii,l alx^' tho picture he thought a 
Luini. Ill' ya/i y at (In* MeUn i;.andVhild. 

« ‘ She su(f^ro(_k! ’ h^‘ thoiiyht, as fiis#\s_s dwelt on tho Virydn, 
IL ov o^ihn slio 1( M ! He fCt Comforted in that moment. 
Surolv n d"ro:-^wmnld enn ry^' from tho darkle ss and the 
as Tnillnsns of mothers had one r^nd. wresth' with 

Death end how oftyii^ve ow ri'orno him. Tln re is a dostinod 

• • • 

hour. Till that* hoiy: strikes Death may want us but he 
cannot Inawr' us. 

And W the mother lived how^ hemvnuiri love the child I 
Asi he was abrut to c?#tinyuish the lijyht the door of 
Dolores’ it)otu qpen^dj^ and Nurse Jennings game quickly 
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out. When she saw Sir Theodore she sliut the d 
fi^r swiftly, hut «y'‘iif!\e 

‘*0 Sir Thi‘( m 1 ( )i r I ' s;li, 1 , hith i’- [irnaeli^ 

pity too. ^ Why (hei't yoy yo to lx d ? ’ 

‘ I (Mri\ ! 

l)Ut this is tie' S''e<>nd iiiylit voii - 

‘ I (‘an ' : ’ . ‘ ‘ ^ 

Ste‘ sle M .k her le ad. 

Ihi’A — lea\ / ' le‘ wliispcro I. 

Thr nin sijie d. 


/ Till' [i:i 

,in n 

aV' l>r 

y i n n i n y t < 

t jji ) 

i.ff 

H 1 1 1" f 1 1 . 



‘ Wi ll tl 

lell 

hhmi 

iii.ii 

S yi 

II a. 

-In 

.|fi fiiL^' 



‘ Yi >, e 

f en 

lll'sc.’ 








' Why .1 

( ) y( 

>U h M i' 

. hk.' 

Mini 


le.' w hisp< r< 

([♦sharply. 

Sl|i ' ’n 

Sit \ 

■e ak'k 

t ha mii'-s' 

■ , 1 1 1 

1. 




Tin I. II 

il:i 1 

1 at I'Hi'h Ii'i 

111 r fi 
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IT rin 

>nianf ii 

1 silajea; 

Then 

Sir Til' I " |i 

.1 '■ 

( nriM ( 

1 H'.'.: 

t 

IW 

l[l 

'i'. 'lit haak' 

fo the 
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sitti'ie-ri'ii 

lu- 

all' 1 !■' 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

ll 111- 

III, 

'i"|| 

t ’+hIL. 



A httli' 

lu r. 

• I'e In. ( 

h'.'l 

' '' h in 1 1 

1' ■ n e aai I [ le 

h-' haar( 

ll/; ^aint 

rii'.l liny HI 

Ill H 

'-I 

ai e le o 

m i 

hii' . 

ll (en'S' 

In a 

lie meait 

he SHW ,Vur>i‘ 

Jeimiien (■' 

anim 

; te 

H'. HI' 

d> him. 



' W'llHt 1,^ ll 

nil' 

1 M'l;: 

line d 

. f 

' Ml 

<; Isn't 

_ _ Ym 



lie dared le't liiiisli tie' senOnae. lie st(M>d still, 
stariny. # 

‘ \'ou inf^dit eoMie anh s* e le.r,' the niir:^e said, 
lie (‘any 111 le r arm. 

T'l 1 ' 1 1 sh'_' 1 M •( [ ' a ! 

‘ ddie pains are m \ < rk ^ 

^\^d she ada'd - 
' No. She hasn’t said > vt hiliyd 
Cold s< i/ed him. ' r * 

‘Net said-- !’ 

‘ She ’s \'ery mueh e\haiist< teri^^>/ exhauste,!' The 
doelor ^^lll he hack almost direetly. I ^n.P'expLvtijny him 
e\aTV' minute,’ , 

Sir d’heodore’s hand elosrd on le r arni.. . 

‘ \\ In' have you eome for me ? ’ 

‘ Beeause I thonyli^ B) see her form nv)ri^nt. 

Wouldn’tS'oii ? 

His haiui dropi^ d, 

* Yes — of wursed 
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He looked nn th-' ground. ]|, w.-ix (r\-iiiL'- to oi enl i.of ilii' 

cold., , 

HtO in to her ! ' Xin*- dminiiL' .^^.lid in a \Try lr,\\ \'f>ic,a 
Ay^un Sir Tli' Md..]-.- slar^.l^at lln. At this 

fticiip lit it s'_‘(«ia'’d |,, hiin as if sin h Id in W r liaii|k tli-' ksys 

of lift* Hill 1 of dsaAl I . ' I I 1 ■ I I I 1 ' ‘ \'v < I 1 I 1 I 1 t ( » Ills l.riln.an. Us 

^lid ii*l ies r Ui' mir-. f. .fl'.'.'. ^ d Jnni, win I hsr I In-* 

ddtVi j^Vhs sljiit 1 >s^i I nd 1 1 1 1 n ■ T i k i| . , \ s In' s, 1 1 1 is i n 1 1 ■ I 1 is ri m in i 

thiTd llasln d int.i Ins njind a ss 'iis ,.f (In- p.-n I :*]l.|(,rss 

tryiyy oy *iials*\s fisn In- Minyhl Inr tn t. II inr alimif (hn 

illness of k'rannis l)s|i;i|. ]f,- r. nn iiil.si', ,| ||,, ns|\- ^ni- 

(4/'y- dull that sU'ps Ifiid iinids ii|iMii hiiii. 't*in n In h id In > n 
tliinkiii?- ii.f ds.'illi. drsadiiiLr ihatl^, And a Iri'. ial insidsnt 
coniieeisd \ylli ihs hel.l' r id- sf lif. had alum I -huslnd 
him. Um1,,|-,.s and tln'-.TiH,in kit.l- d diff. nt nsw, ]f ,,|ilv 
he Could M'S h' r in aslj^il', ! l^..nly In- caihl In'ar Inr 
\»iies now asdiny : ' 

' 1 )o yi III I 111 n Ic \'^ Ik iw I n s. Ml 1 1 1 IS V ' 

Tl'l' ^'1- ''o''ni \'.a'> dimly hi 1.-. a l'ini|i I'lii'iniiLr iisat tie'- 

hsd. Us (I]i|.r,>ash- d '.ksnd-/, ddn I ' '.-.a. In, s.iiind lo 

I coins him. Us s.n'A 1 r d - ,| . s. .Sh ' w a-, h'iny oi^ln r hank, 
llsr ( all liioirs w ;is s| rs| sl|^ d si I'a mill mil oi»lhslnd. Usp 
hand . and arms rs, rs hidd-'n und- r tic c, ,\ , 1 1. ( . ] [, j- dark- 

hair lay m h, ary liincln s ,.n I hs \..v. fallow. U- p whits fans 
loifl^i (1 \ sT-^ small, 

‘ l)ol,,rM(a ! ’ hs i.,'ud -silk,-. 

Her sV' s w , I's u|, |i and al him, .'^hs dal no( say 

anyHinm, Ttitlnml I'-'ndmy , i .h -r, ki me In r, I oushiny 
hsr, lis s; 1 1 , k , 1 n ' , O' I In' I i- d . Ik 1 1 I n i ; ' ; , d s a m o \#'n i s n t . 

Ills instinct was (n, lal.s In i hawl. ]’,ut In r hands wsps still 
hidd'sn, 

• Sic hv)!,, d i^in d, tsfiiMy lir^fl. .Ihil it was m.t (hat fact 
which In ld him si^ in a c.Tlnsss ,*f fc-ir. ddis .-xfcsssmn 

in hsr^s'Jsns, a it ss, 'iind I o him, m Inr w h, ds fans, o\',:r- 

«#>iJt''lmed him. ddci's rras ini sHma m-s in it, in-t ks, n, hut 
[irofou.id. liroodjn?, Icary. And this ini - Ihiaics \ya,s 
rsrnote and stem. .Sic pnii ,1 al him, and sin y,n./( d as if 
slu- CA'rtawily saw him. Us fell ,]uits .sure ,shs had watshed 

his ajf[)roaeh, hTid noted his nef s.'kicu who^ns was and 

\vh^ he was theiA. He eri-n fdt sure tha* she knew what he 
was feeli^ig in Ujat hiyment. 
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But he, and what h<‘ did, ^vhat Ik' fdh wlicrr' lie wa.s, no 
Idn^^er aff'^et^d h'^r, rn* lone'T Tiiaft'Tcil to h<T at alh /Fo her 
he jVThaps a])[)ear<'(l lik^‘ a d<>t iiiitlio forcL^roiind of 
ininirnsr secnt-, wlin'h str< t <;Ji< (l awav into a distaiK'e sp vast 
tli.at h'‘, afyd sii(‘h#as li<\ (‘<>uld n<>t r\( n e(»n('f‘ivc of it. < 

He sat (jiiito still for sorii(‘ tines he d^l not kno^^ h<sw 
"hsripn v'ltlioiit tal'Uns' his (aa-s fisan his wF'‘’s fa(;o. di^^ 

ni )t dar<‘ to m-a ( , or t o s| >. ak aLeai|i. 1 !'■ J'sais sj to (fijst-ffl'b 
this tr(‘ih' 'iidoiis (‘oiit 'S ii | >lat lon. h<- \vate|y< (l he n(Uic(ed 

that the ev' hds of ]).F)r< s fis ^nont elo^rd oj'>i ned 

asnyn, as tho oy- lids of human hom;_rs ordinanfv do.^ sVnd he 
foiin*! tliat tills ?aet prrs(‘ntly pea\a‘ him a rv faint f(‘< liOji^ 
of Tried. Onee, for an instant, thr ey li^ls r<aiiaijied elosed, 

» and he saw tie; lony’ eiirlmy lasle s against nie wl lite ^‘h(‘eks, 
and rrne-mhered liis Inal ^nioiie nV’ of has' for Dohsres. 
Then the eyes openod, He thoij^rl^i- in(,re \vid< I\s Tle^ ex- 
pn sssioii in them seene d to liim to elianyes 1<> heeisine lets 
broodhiy, and more imp-rat i\'e. ^ 

She wants th- <‘hil/i ’ ' he said to himself. 

* ^ 

He tnrn''il rniiii'l. The li'ilrMorn iIimii- \s;is h litfli; wav 


open. 

Hy got 

up, V 

oait 

to if, 

and 

look'- 

d oiil 
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. th 
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Nursr 
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‘ Fete 

h the ( 

‘hild ! 
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" will' 

■|. T. 

■'1.. ’ 

Sh*‘ V 
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Witle 

>ut a ' 
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J < ' m 1 
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. Si 
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T Ih" 

ehild 

lo f 
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When > 

birs(’ J( 
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es r< 

‘turn* 

■d, . 

\ ii 

ig ;i;S' 
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r breast 

a \\ 1 1 1 1 ( - 

hmidh-' 

! in tl 

le midst ( 


Ill'll a 

1 111 V, 

ikirk fa 

ee rjould 

he disec 
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e pre< 
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1 111 '' r 
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Wife. 

‘ You 

waiitet 

1 the( 

•hlld 

; InK 

said 

, ’ \V 

e liav 

" hr. 

HJ^r 

lit him.’ 

Dolor 

es turn 

.■d he 

r cv 

r toM 


. 1 h'‘ ^vllite 

tmiK 

111'. 

Nurse 


Jennings was alimit to siSie>Un liv tlie Ixsl \\'he/i Sw Tlieodorc* 
said : ' • ' ■ 

‘ Give me the child.’ 

^ < 

She made a slipht moyement, as if of protest. But he to^^kt 
the baby from her, with delieate eare.^ He ,felt that only 
he knew what Dolores wanted,- that ordy he could gratify 
her tremendous desire. ^ ^ ^ 

As he took the baby the sleeping eyes opiened and 'stared 
at him gravely. e < ( 

He kneeled >iown by the side of tUe "Fed With a slow 
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effort F)(iloros rais' d hi-rs' lf. Slif nMocd Ipt jirTiT^, drfi'Aiiii^ 
tli'Vm 11 [tnd liffniL^ h'Ts'If on Ift IF'!' 

^h;iri(ls* (‘incri^rcl from t )ci f '.'lI li \\\r <‘o\-( rl^^t . Sir 'I’li'-Mlon; 
'liEtd 4h'‘ li.'tSy in fronf^)f Ift, so #Ii,i( ^Ip- coul.i lo,^. <T<»\vri 

on hrrn! *r .'M 1 1* *i i I'-i it sin* lm < 1 1 1 11 > > li i . Ini '-'', hl;n 4 . o ^ s, 

* • 

and -hn pa/.rd up at h-r. d'li'ii li-r slipdiilv 

(‘liattn^di^softcncTl ;i \ ( j’\' li((l'\ lM(;Lni'“ n iiltl-- l-os miiiotf'. 

lips iiFF, ^^L^Sir 'I'li'od^ps' l<;in<(| 1 ft, amf 

linar^l 1 ft say, iAfI-t Its Iu'is-lIIf ' \o|- f,,r hfs' 

' Dolorijta— ^\N l^nt ? ' *110 wliipFTcd. ' Jliit l>d<>l^!* It is 
our''(4iil(T 1 

y*' p.-fiiood, s^TutiniFimy If ns 
‘ It i^s yoiir <'lif1dd If* alwio^t falter'd 

SliF tiiAiv d K ;r cy' s sl.^uly frofu th*- daSy, and looked at 
luT hiiskaiF^. 

' Not for iiF'd s1f‘ r'^|F‘at/ d, wiUi a «!■ < p siyln 
H'If; stern (‘Xpr* . ^lon ^ret i )j’n< < 1 to li-a’ fac's SIf- siylvdl 
ayain fantlv. J k r ell »< .^\’s shpp' d. I d r hands d i oa[ >[ >' saT’Fd 
liFiF'atli the rfi't. ILv” If ad (Jropp'd.l sid'-ways u^ioii tlie 

pdlnw, 

T1f‘ l)a]>\^ (‘h>sed his eves and sloyt oif'o nF>r(a 
Ihit Sir^ ddie' H h >i'e did iiol iF'tiFo 1 1“ , lf,‘ wat, yaziny at 
tu') t ears,M^ I iF'l I had \\'il'd up in th'>.'' iflern e\'es of the* 
^VMmaIl hn lo\(dl, and huny for an instant on If.t huiy e\T'- 

'S. 

' 1 )ol( a-et 1 a ! Mf' \slii y )'T<dl. ' 'ft - Nt' t ta ! ’ 

Nurse Tsnniays took tiir* halyv fisen his arms with a 
tTf^hihliiiy v'* ht iF'ss. 

Sir 'I^If ^'dore ! ' ho le-ard h^T say Ijshind him. " She 's 

gono ! ’ 

II e turnod his iFsad towari i/Fa 
(dm:- ? ’ U' ' s:i id. 

ttho nurs(‘ to s-*!), down over tho dahy. 

Thon he ^i^rTto.Hj> Ho turn'd. !['■ haiF (1 over the 
].L'nty hy lire oil th'S d-dl, kis'odl the \\et <'y<dlido and closed the 

eves of Dolores, 

• • 

• , * . • • • * • 

It was fhe daA after flie fuiFTal of r)'>lorr's. She had 
durnal raar Franeis I)' n>il in ih'‘ Fnedidi durial yround 
ciitside the w^lls of Rouio. Now th'* sun slione to greet the 
man who must ri^^e and lace his new hf(f. 



558 


THE FRUITFUL VINE 


SifThocKlorc nia^lc his toilet and dressed mechl,nica]Iy. 
Nurse Ji.'tiriines \sus still in the house, but intends'd to lea^'e 
that day. Siiiee, the de;ith of Dolores he]- inamuv had 
charfoed to\s'ar(ls .Sir 'I’he. ^|ore. .Sh'-’iiad sem his eri<' f. . 

Could Ii"L fe( 1 towalds him »< pill e ns sill had fornieB]\* felt. 

rt 1 D 1' \s slu' ^s\;ts aiiXDDis !<» br 'A si nuylarl}^ 

frank, and alniMal lilnntly Irntlifnl woman, rt^*w that l)(Jf.)rcs, 
^vll(UIl slu' had r< ;dly l(*\d (h was yon<‘ slu‘'Aj-»lu d fo 
of tlu' iiisniuf rt' atmospluad- whuhn/t sucirr'd tocher, i^nist 
for uvrr firood alxnit tfir <‘hild that rcTiiairiud w'^ith Sir Tlle^- 
doos Ami slu‘ had insi.tid on rrsiarnnu lh<*yh aV^a ufnhe 
rhik^ to (he s'Diuid nnrsi‘ who ha<ljH(Ti (UiLma'dl. rin hed^ 
after tlie f nni t;i 1 / she h;id ^ <*rD d Ivrsi If ne;>]'|\- siukd Nhw ‘ 
she, too. pot n[) and heuunrlo make h< r last ^ )re[)aratlons. 

After his pidfiTKS; of hr<'iikfa'.t Sir 'riaodiire waitdered 
tliroiiLdi llu' I’ooiiis. Ills ^,h' D 1 Id' r s ^w'( re a little bowed. 

1 fis h< ad d ro( »ped . ] 1 1 s fa<S ■ w as li n^d .arid liauuaT’d. d'fdwiay 

he did not f( ( 1 exaetld aad. lie f. It siranpe, (hill, vmpuu ancf 
hopelt blit s< “al’e< I sai I . 

'Jdi'' rooms seriiD'd inmi'iisi' as Id' \sent Ihi'oriLdi tksTcO, 
horiably mum rise. 11m riia*|o np his mirid to pi\'' tlimn np 
as soon a> possible. lb- \'>onld p< » a\'vav. He ^^olljd take the 

child t< > haiulamfr 

At the fiin' ]’al I Imre had 1 m <ti Vi-vv fyw pmoplr besides Him- 
self and Nmo' ,b a i m n Isln.a l)on/il lead eomepLml httjc 
Theo. L:i d V# S.a rail h.ad ^' en I Id re. As Sll' d’l mi idi .r<‘' wars 
Icavanp tlie biiri.al Losaiiid Im lead '.m.ai ('' ^ardy ('aid ia orlimp 
quickly into a i id ' t oi’osa, , aral ha(l f.aintK' wdaid<ad,t wkat 
the your Ip man was doinp-in that tieiu IiIm iiiihood. ’'t^lauH 
iDWdT (»(^a]r]dd to him tli.at (\iie|h mndit be tlD*T(‘ in con- 
nect ion w 1 1 h I he bn ri.a I of his y i fe. 

Lady Sar.ah, too, h.ad sernc and Imr f.pue ha(d 

quiva'red under li« r \ aal, - ^ ' 

Just bi fore Sir Theodoia* drova* >*a way had taken his 
hand, and tiad s.aid m a low v oiem ; 

' ('ould I be of anvmme d I lo\ ed IhtS 
‘ ddiank you/ lie had nqdied. 

Slu^ held his liami. 

‘ Would you like rnc tc> C(anie to-na >rr()w^ ? Can Hhelf, 
aU with tlic child ? I have had children of r7iy'own thou^h^I 
have none nowa Ami I — I care vcr\"*much for little children/ 
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* \es^*thank you, Po come/ he had answered. 

hael hardly known what he was saviny, but he had 
beerv oon^cious of a slight S'-nsation of eoi^ifort and snppo^d. 
tTatJtjie nmrnent. 

T(xliiy, howe\aT, lie had [< >r^e >1 ( .u all alM»iit tdi^ inaH < is 

Presently, After yazine^ at many I hmw''' '^hh‘h h.^ Ixlons'd 
to liU wife, aft^ op' mny lh<‘ piano, heiidliny lea musie, 
*>tana^y^or a«lo‘#y rs lal-- h- f-e-'' le r w 1 1 f i ny-t ahlo on whieU 
la^^»-W'erat mio]^ led l.p( rs addr- -,o d t*» less ho went to his 
librarpa /Flu tab]e lle W' aa^ le ap< (l \\ith tlt^rs.^ IJo had 
notd< )< ) k»<^ at^dno sue*'' tie' birth <»[ tie- ehiM. 

Me(‘li^ni(‘ally he sat (1 o\mi at lie' talFs All th<:o' |o[t(rs 
{o read and to*ij.ns\r< r ! ^An<l \shat \^a'. Ih*' oo'mI o[ it all ? 
He rodt'sj his /i<'a(l f>ii his haiid^ ^■a[llIlL’■ hn < llaevv (>n the 
bh )tt i^y-] >a4. 1 [< ■ f< •! t t' aT'full \' tin d, in lie- 1" h ly and in I le y 

soul, as if all Ins fMl■<‘(^>^ \', < r- ■ I »Ti i i ; t ( e 1 1 . a . if oi ily y ryv asle s 
were \<At. .tA'on lh'“ e^ild neaff! leillnny to him at this 
tiione nt. ll had Kilhd lie fii"lle r. 11'‘ liad iniaem' d that 
dcod, and h 1 n 1 ' 1 f F ft a l< >i e ■ a 1 1 h t I e ' < - h i Id. 1 ‘ had i u lay i le 'd 

thaU he liiieht halo tli'' oliild. 'i'^oTax' le* \'nw iiespiablc. as 
’he supposed, ''f hair'd <‘r te^a-. Ind'^d it sicnesl t() him 
quite ini[)oS'ih|e that aii\^ 1 »'m|\^ e\ er O'aiM p(>ssi‘SS enoiiyh 
ei (Tyx^ f' iiyi it le r tie' "le* ^'i' He - oiler. 

x\s ho I’ostod Ills hoa.d (iii hn halel le' h)')kod d()\sn at the 
lyle of i^nopeiied letPra. 1 fe s.a^^ Ihliia L'li/ihs haiel- 
wi*it in y on an < n \ * t »p' ' h ioh ha < 1 % irruv < d I hat j i e >r n i n y, and 
at last, with a ■ lyh, le - hfl< d hi''' le ah, and lael*liis hand on it. 
IUe»]>e;ed it, and r<'ad a \ ' ey toud' r ne ''Sao^ of lo \ iny frioud- 
shi^i emd ini' nsdy sue*' I’o sorrox;-. Llis' la't words were : 

f * 

‘ V(iU ha\'e b< < n lik'' a fathor tr* my fat 1 loiA s-, liftkx ones. 
Can 1 not le ly vou l>y deo-yo Ti^y lo\ ' for your niothorless 
child? d'olV ne- present^ ^xjiat I may do. Your friend, 
El^nA rfiXNzU / 

^h^hi.'pleitj ■ it did leh sl ii in him any (loop emotion, 

davem (‘ertain im])' tu'^ to his hilUrto staynant mind. He 
beyaii 4o thinE afel to romemher, t() r< ah o ne>re stronyly 
life and hirpself iiwhfo. Jhit this ineroa^my ))o\ser of tlemylit 
yha-vrued him. He foarod tly iKairn uhiller it miyht be 
t^iiSiny. Anri, determined to rlistraet hiinsr^f, he hastily, 
hajjhazard,* stretcher^ (jut his haiel^uei took up another 
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‘letters It was written in Italian, and rnrlosad \tithin it 
was a riofr, which djMpprd (i(»\\ji fr^in his nnccii'aiin alm/rst 
ncrvrh ss lini^i rs, as Ic^ r\tTa<’h (l it from thr cnvaTopt. Jle 
let tVic .note lie, and h<spaip, to reaul letter : 

‘ ] l TCI^ IWi l’ Avik^t* 

‘St p. Sr I'^rr i'rr AJ, ^9 

‘ Mv DT:Ar;rsT Tasr,TT,\, — I shall not secVnii acain.^You 
hre the l;Lst person I shall r\aT wnlr- to. J Vanic too^T^o^ 
last nielit from \ic(a I am mined. ♦ ^’oii f^ill flank tlf-it is 
iiothnrp Ye\s. ddiis timr, ho\v( \<'i', tlc'cnnn is, hnah I 
ha\'e no fnillc i' rrsoiii'ees. ddcTe is n(» w a\^ in \shft‘h I Van 
ohtipn the ('Minmand of anv ni< >nev, honedi, 1 / I (sciW, 1 stilj 
b(‘lieve thr h]<‘k Veidd fnrn, and / nneht win hack all iny 
losses and ni'Ce. [ am fn<, d (>[ if, all, and l^i\'e la s.oK ed ts) 
*end it. And 1 -hen Id has e eii<h (1 it in Ihane hitt for seiric- 
tinny thaf oermod fe-day. A- \'on kimw T am md a 
smt inieiif alist hiit I'aflcr a inaf<rtohst. Xe\(]lhe|(ss wa^ 
arr net al\‘.a\'s (.iir o\\n masf.r:^. Ner ran e f< < 1 and act 
al\N a\'s Vee( a dmy t(» tic dietates of the U/aiii. I le\a“ yen, 
arid liasa* feimd m\'s( If <|nife imahh; to root out fins tors 
And this he/r h ads nc to haf<‘ yoiir (aiemies. Tic yrratest^ 
of thesr is Tasare (’arelh- -- ’ , 

At this y)oirit Sir Tlced-ae, yief<liny to an unyosaTnvhh" 
ini[>ulse, j)ieked np tic; icde he had <lre'|>pad oil the table, and 
read : 

« 

'DfwK SlR^ TniaiOoRK (h\N\'V\a;iR -T eic'losc letter 
which I 111 ink rtni'f interest \'em It explains its^Jf. acid 
needs no commenf froni nan Tnit I will ask S'dii spfn 
to mark^ifs dale. — ^ rs. .siicerch', Fisi n a hlAVcni ni.’ 

The d;ite at flc; top of fl^is iKte sho\^•ed tha*i it had keen 
w ri I ten oil tic (lav « »f the (“hil<[ks*' Ij7?f h, t he child* ha \ me 1 xcii 

b( »rn m t Ic early niornniLR • * , 1 

Sir Theodore laid it dosvn and wsl^it onTtfk^'^y theTdter. 

' Tlc' yreatest of these is«C<'sare (karelli. AVlcni Ic' behamc"^ 
your loser I hated him. Ihit siic'e he ahandyried you f(jr 
Lady Caniumye I have loathed hirtiS 

A torrent of red ruslral oe^T Sir Theodr.rd s fare. iFs 
letter shook in his h.ind. He maefe a movtinent as if to 
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'■.hrow awav, chi-ckrd himsi lf, laiil it daun, bant over the 
EiVe with both honds on it, and read on to th(‘ ond. 

^ i 3^^)-dav I hanjH'iM'd ^o lx:* iH-nr #h<‘ Porta San S'^isdaiib) 
whei> 1 saw C; ]<dh l^o by in ft iiiolor t' o\ aids yiic open 
friuntna was diivino hino< If at a*t E' iia rTl* xis rat'*. 

Bi;t saw his f;(^r (jni[(_‘ r|<';iil\a .^s \a»u know I ha\'<‘ imt 
•.lived /w ^ lb- ;ti Moiitr <k'irl<» f'»r \ < ;rt's willii>n(- k ani- 

in^lP) jnd^HC riiindv ara* lilt' \v froTii lha f;iaas whiah 

ofTaii try,t'^ oanai^d tla*nn dki<‘ fac- «d (\t]( lli put fiia on 

tha ttraak ^ >f ^dna l hiiiy. I ku'ov l.ad\' raiiipvnya s\ aa in 
Rome, r^id that la r hud>and was in bnuiood. 1 a"iiiia.#tad 
•the vx(‘itaTiant ;uid liurry^d ('ar'Ili, hi' rapid d- [salt ms- from 
Roiiia, itjh ha',4 \\li\'?* M iii^liiK't Was ;it \S()rk. And 

rny intt inat^\vas riyht. Ahii'ot dnsctly after (\Lr'Hi had 
disaj)p''ar' d [ mat a t^ixi-aab, <>n \'rlii<‘h ^^as oana liiwpaya, 
paiinp mill'' sail!'- dinctii^i as (’ais Ilk-. nM'k>r. Insiilc was a 
tfdl Woman. Sis' \'ais wra['p-d in a ik Ikit I ihoualit, 

indrad 1 felt alnioid- sura, [hal I daP atr d T.ady (\anrp\myr. 

Lis<'tta, it o(‘anrr< d to ma that jH.vibly I miadit do 
a last sar\'i<sa bafi.i’a a^tline out <>f tins \Norld, \Nhiah 
rafll ss'S t ( > off( r ina an \ t h 1 1 1 a n m n's* w « >rt h t lis' t ak 1 1 1 I an t 
i n f ^ R or I la, ^ ci Msa -jai 1 a ta^i -aab, ai id t old t fti ‘ at ran f fail r to 
dri\'a me out of the ait^^ b\^ Iha p. n t a San S<bastiano, ami 
to ) < HI t^i I aa\'a liim fiiilli'-r dir'#ti'>ns. W Ia n \\a waue 
r)])[)dsita to lha ll\ina ai'iaiiid at (^ntoiv'lla I sj*)ppad him, 
and inpniT'ad (>[ nian \'vilh a wina (snt, \vtio^was (‘(imina ui 
ikon^ I la;^ d irad i( >! 1 id ('oloiina, \slaltiar ha had na t a yrcy 
torpab^' wshajx ( 1 mol.)r-(‘ar on tha rfsal. Ha told na' la- had, 
and that it was*aoi[ao muah to.* fa A and had sniolhar<^d him 
with dust. I aa\<' tha [< Ik nns^ mona\' and W'd out '»t 
him aia'thar i)a ac (d mfoi r^ffiroi i . lla had also mat a taxi- 
Cab w 1 1 If j#- t all kailv Hi it, a i a M u cw: ‘ aii t sido, atal had bean 

askaaf i)y tha (l^^ rl^and da' ladm if lhav svara adiim riadit 
for plpw^iaa IvTmiaijo. dda- lade, ha said, s[>'>ka bscll, but 
ftr" was .uira she was one <d tha pnadiJn llas iny as(‘< rt aiiaa] 
what J \>ant(«^ > fold mv dri\a r to taka ina to ( )Ia\ aiio 
Romano. Npt far from tlaAa I na t a raturniny taxi-aal), 
sta^,^(i it^ and, bw tha usual m^ans,Jaarnt from tha driver 
eiasnafi to Ise quite sure that (kiralli aial Lady Cannynye are 
at tnis njoment at Casa Trusehi, tlie inn^buve Olewmno on 
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the hill, and that they have gone there to stay tfee night 
Fn order that I may not ni' et them by chance, or be kn</^’n 
by^liom to be iit 'the neighbourhood, I have come cflr here. 
But •n night fulls I Vhall n turu. What am I gokig' tfp 
do? So lething for you, 'i.iM tta, and sojnothii^g <aJj.o for 
mvsi'lf. ^or e\'eai now I think of niwi If. * I kru )\-^ Cas^i 
^Trusuhi Hiul thu land ak<»ut iL As ,a was ( dtuii/diure. 

I int'aid to iiiaku^un und of Ihiiiy- in Ivoni^,* 'I liave 
rnv inin^k W'luai thu niyht uonit s f sli.all 

I shall di r Aslu ro thusu two must k'rMsw o<* my d<^uith, wh^^u 
they shall hu ltu‘ lir^t to hnd mu, \'du‘rf* tluiy sli^ill lA' in- 
vs)FvS:d in thu puhhuity that ^Mll f-^llow my ciuh <^There 
a jirrgola just h^low tlu* h.-ih'oiiy of tlu- room whiuhihuy'^ 
must ots'upv. Aliat is t1i<‘ plat'U I ha\S' (^;io,s < a ])lstol 
shot, and th- ir s< uru(‘v is hl^asn to ij^u^ windo •'So, ^ou will 
suu, at tlu' swry (TkI I sl^all s- r\s- y^u and strike those wlu.) 
ha\''‘ ma(h‘ \'ou suffer \^ lu > tia \ r ti <^t< (1 \s ))i, fast t ta "iVTaiu'eUi, 
with uru< Itv, indiani fv', I issL^'lu rv. 

‘ AAdm. ' I niak*' luilast ] »r< >tkbtat ions’^. Voii have Iwlpuil 
me. Y('U ha\a‘ paid (k ids for nu' ; I shall jiay sonnaWny 
inth) yoiir auuount to-iULdit, and s'Uiu'thiny into my (swn. 

‘ M(^\TF:nru'xo.’ 


Ilaviny hnishud thu lrtt<T Sir TluaMloru yot up*" from 
the writ iny-tahhs Bftt lu* did lud. h a\'u it. J'or suvwral 
minutes lu'itood lx sith* it with his hands U[)on thy letter. 

Thu date — t^hu date ! 1I<‘ was tr\uny ri) mako a caleii- 

lation, hut hh‘ wais unahh.' to inatm it. Ills hrair^ wa.» ulo^wduJ, 
and tliuro \sas a hu//,inorin his cars. Nswcid lu luss be f(‘U 

• • 4 ^ 

almost furi(ujsl\^ ohstinatu. 1I<‘ would starul there till he 
was ahle to niak<‘ thak uaKulatisiu. Idiu dilood had now 
retreated from his faec, leayi I^y'•a' stranyc ami hifieoiis palloj^ 
whi(‘h showed undcrncafn the,l)ro\Mi t k^i/ of die ^kin.^ But 
the exhausted fccliny had kdt hXi AftlSv^mh his Train for 
the monuait wws elouded his hody felt stronyua" alivTa « 

A vers’’ faint and distant (wy disturh|(l the sik'uc?* of 
lii irarv. And imniediatb'ly his mind ^^as (Tesifr lit' listened. 

The Sound \vas not repfaited. Lhit he Had km^wn it for the 
erv' of his el^ild. . 

His child ? Hc^ moved qiiiekl|^ away fi;om the writing- 
table with the intention of going into tTie room wtiicii had 
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been tuMied into a nurs<:i'\\ ]U\f wIkti hr rearle'd the door, 
anV had o|xTi(^d it, ho ,st< •])!). d. Ifo f. It that ho darod ri<>t ^o 
to tho*(‘hild ]us1 lljoii, till ho li:id Ih-Mtalfl, eoiisidor<'d^ till 
rL'C(‘>V( T( (1 (‘oiiijif to I )( tssf of hiiiis' If, tiU^n^ had 

arnv^dr porhaj)^ iit souk* r* hio] itsinn. And ho l(dftho door 
( 5 pon grid \sont bgrl: to 1 h<' hltrorv. ^ 

Nr%s' 1^' was *ri)lo t<\ inako that . (‘al^alal ion ^^llioh, jiist^ 
had 1 )er 14 Ti n j )os Ml_)lr P) hiiii. An<^hlo f;u‘r sli(>\vod 
a pTiJitor j^allor. • ^ 

1 ot lio 4 |id nut li^< liovo'a Word of all this. \\ itli eonToTn])t 
ho t^»ld hinw6il/ so. Hr ropcat'd it to Iniiisolf aL^aun and 
Hjoain. 

• ^ n . , • • 

Iiis ^^if(■‘ and''C'<saro (#MrdIi 1 Wdiv, tlo-y had sisaro* 1\^ 
known oadi < •! Tlo \ kad h". iTth*' iira'i aoi piaintan<‘'-s. 

And, iTpart^froni lhal, who t^ial had o\'or r<al]y known 
Doloi’otta o'oiild for a iiooii' nt sn [got li< r of sih'li an ai'tion ? 
Sjio roso np^hcforo Ins #i<nioi’y. It was as if ho saw' Iet 
staiK.liny in tho room, \sith lor laryo and willful ovos, Inr 
almost sad lips aio k-sl wdil 1 \>lo w n dra n 1 )r< » w s. ] h - \ Ai niLdit 
of itlT^ niotm.'iiiH^ Some h;i'l or><'n lor, (l:i/' llc. Ho hoard 
^^niiii tho ss'imd of ImI' \oioi'. H'os (‘ouM suoh a woman 
Commit siig'h an aolion as tins k-fP r alliilniPd to Iht ? 
\\'hy hor whole l)Mnw ^^olTld slninl-, from Ih-' no ro llEfiiLdit, 
of it. P>od\^ ami soiil sk(‘ ws.nid akh'*r it. And, k'.sid. s, she 
lovoik him. Sho had oortayifs^ lo\'od him dooply, 
always. ^ 

Had not sho T ^ 

S^ddcnls' Jio V‘ Tii' inlx r-'d 
4?ir'il3>, l?o Hid ]^)('knos had 1> 
tho hr** at I’k'a'oah, Ins wife's d pniliirc to ('(fino, Ira lon^ 
stay in Romo rlone hater on llie almost desertod palao(‘. 
Jle romonibor 4 ‘d his Rnahind, his pr( ‘-oooiipation 

with^thd ^faifs ot i^dna Hcn'^il, anrLwith 1 ho olnldron. Not 
for a n w am nt^^^ < ii now, del In* Maim- hinis( If. Rut ho 
reriirriMhorod that Dolopos had d'sdmd to yo on liviny at 
^Yaseaii, and ho rr'^ioml h r^sl that dio ha(l bocri very often 
alone. * • ♦ * 

Had sho Ixeri alo'nc all that time ? 

i^iTehod^at the hHor ayrfin. ^He ro-roai^ it, forming 
word witji liis lips^ Montebruno had kilh d Inmself 
in that wergola at Jl'asa Trusohi. The voliole Roman wnsrld 


h'»w (dloii, Ix'ffsro his yoiny to 
'll fsiEatrd. Ho romoiiibored 
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had wondrTrd why. But no names had been mentioned 
in crainrrtion with his <h‘uth. There had luaii no seaiWtal. 
No^^hiriy had ever brcu liiiited of a woman at the ir\n' that 
niyhtN ,\\diy, after all, \\hat did this letter show ? 
that Merdehruno had th<»uVhl I hat tie* wvinaii wliV) drove 
in a taxi-eNl) to tfie inn was Itulores. lh‘ kad only swn her 
, Vrllr,l. Ill s [issert ion I Kat, aft t r s[HyLki x ith tlK^^^^st^t-Tniny 
ehauffeiir, he was <pnte sure of the identiky’of this'V'O^ifr 
carre d no <*( »n vi<'t ion. Itow shenkfa t>;\i-(hah di^lver kwow ? 
And, anvliDW, th'isc f' llows wil! sav aiiS'tni'b' money. 
And M. • ntehruiio had ei\'en him moiK^y. < 

Flow dark tie; childks eyes wered9| »hu‘k cv ‘S ! 

I . ^ * 

It would b(' vcn^ easy to ord<V- a inot^V now, to to 
Olcvano l{<>mano, to make in(|Uiries. Jh>. wh;tc was the 
^a>ud, vleai he w;us sure, ab^^^luti'Iy i^ire, that Piis dead wife 
wjLS ineapahk* of siK'li aiituetion Y She hardly knew Carelli. 
She hardK' knew him. ^ 

Sir Tt leod'irr repeatisl tliis to iiiiiiself ayain and ayain, 
with a sort of desperate uny'-‘r, \^IFi^“h he l)f lie\'ed was directed 
ayainst a d<_‘ad slanderer, M* ►nt< I )runo. 

That Princess Man<‘elh sheiild send sueh a letter to one 
who was Nlnio^t a stranyer ! IP- k>oked ayaiimd the date 
of her not(a She had sent it uheri Dolor^-s \sas' ah\’e, wnen 
ther(.- was no reasmi to sup[)(>s<; Eokaes wiis in any danger 
of death. 

Then PriMeess MaiHs lli absolutely lM'lie\'ed tha^ Dolores 
had betra\S'd ly^m. SIk* liad pro\’cd it by beiny <‘r^ntent thc'd 
he should confront his wife with the k tter of ith-brtino. 
She li^id proved it k>y ullowiny Inm to know, of he. Sjwd 
shame. 

He began to pace his » 

If he had ojiened that k/tba when first it reached th<i 
palace I Pie could ha\'e*f aken <it ^to his ^keks rooriy he gould 
have said to her, ‘Here is a slander. l)^yiit, only deny 
it, and I will neyer think of it again. The letter shtdl b^ 
burnt and forgotten.’ i 

111 as she was she w’ould have denied it. isyen when she 
was at the point of death, w hen she hiuilo< Ted at^ him with 
those strangely stern rho s, Vhen she had In d no woi^^l^^for 
him, if ho had told^her of that slatfdct she nwist liave und^^r- 
•tood. Such an accusation would have* recced Iftr spirit 
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frcmi the rrinotc ri'L^ion it had i/aincd. Sh<: would have 

un(i!T^V»'^h h;L\'(‘ uni<-(l, h;iv<‘ (5 m- ^l. 

^ yo rrlll< iul I lii^ ;il 111 Sl<‘l^\a 

ir*)^\ difftU'riit 1 )(•!( »r''s had to hi 111 iu Sit'ilv^^ Wliilo 

Iw had m England sh-- had siilj:lv (‘hay^d. ]!'■ 

had nMtic«'(l if dJlctlv. And, that iiiaht in Saalv, wlwn la‘ 
^t^'ok lir^ ij.1’1 1 ^, Jio\>' h'' ha(l (•rL^d ! 

had^she (yi-d hla' that 

the I I-mhI rn^h'^l \<> hu Taac. If it wrro tiia;! If 
his (jead^^ifo Ka(f I'l-alh/ tah' ii a Io'S'T I If -the tiaribh* 
date tlamcd, as if written in liro, lx.foro his niind. 

’ X'irs'‘ Jenninks ! % 

' ^ # 

He xtil\ A iieeiioi'v had^arc' stod liis a(‘ti\at\u the 

nienwu^^ of Ijis 1 C >11 .rrs;i I ion with tlx* nurs'* \\h<'n h'* wislxal 
to taka' hr^ uifi* out 'd Woni<\ h. ><('\ana tl lat s( )i[i(‘ \s ('(‘Ivs must 
elapse li^'fore llx* hirlh of Ih'' (+iild. Sh-- had said the 
i<^irney was* inipos Ml > 1 . •, and slx' hnd said, HAsuythina is 
quite norm.'da If tlx' (‘hild that was tlx-n about to 1 ^* born 
had ^eon his, and if e\n rxe fii na had Itrcn (juifo normal, tlx‘n 
a joiirrx'V as lx* had }^l■'•po^<•d w^uld not have bfcn 
impossililc. lb' had f<It a'^ if tlx- nur'.'- \’or'' tryiny t<-) (h*- 
e''iy(* him. lb- had o\sai^ihn'of said so. IJis instuiet had 
h'd him ria hi. ir- was siiro of i! now, sudd' iily sure of it. 
Nursi' Jsnninys had kixiwn bof, aia b( fois*, wlx.n the 
chflrt must^x' born, and six' had la jbt him in iym^ranee. She 
had IX d (ban d tx) toll him. * 

I^e fund'd shar]>lv, Went out of the librari, travorsod fho 
areen i^id rott drawina-room and I lx* adioimna eh:nn 1 x-r, and 

'■'A • • -> 

carn^'nii to th. hall. .\s h <■ w as about to eo d. wMi t Ix' ^issaye 
to the riylit, in s* ardi of Xuiao ,!< nnmys, wlioo' bedroom wws 
there, he Ix'arif a si i ^topp< 'd. Sorm* one waas 
^Insertiny^a lali'liln v into his f|('n^ d(H>r. He stood fa(*iny 
the ^(>or. drie k,e^| 1 1 irii'yi ., '1 he ddor o[)enosl inwards, aixl 
besare C^irelliJjfnxnl befeut* him, pale, hard, r<‘S(slute, with 
i^uittindiiny eyes, the eyes (sf a man devoured by purpose, 
by the slesper^ite.w i^d tx) a<‘t. 

WIk'U he saw Si^ Theodore he showed no surprise. He 
dre\\ the%kev out of the kevlnsle ami shut the door behind 

hi^T: •' 

The two mtn stood ^ for a rnorneri^ face to face in 
Kilence. 
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H ow dill you yr t po^srssion of tho kiy of my cfuor ? ’ 
Last s;ii(l Sir IIem .r<‘. 

"• Vy'ur vsifr y;L\'E it to invE' 

' \\^ I. ' 

' (Jn tfN^“ niLdit 1 m yoidsl arl < (1 f"i' iMiM^ iiid lastVeard 
Ifc [laiiscd. Sir 'J'l i( M l<M)k<'(l at Imyi in tlnj ryrs, and 

li'- <■( intiiiiird 111 ;i |( »\\ , 11,1 rd \N »!<•(■ : ' 

' Wr had 1 m ‘^ af diniiiL'' t"a' tli- r af \’iI!,l ah'dan. I Tf-ia>**yht 
h<‘r hon^'a Sh*' Laa\ (‘ rii<‘ th^ k<'\^ llial 1 niindit '*piai tlio'dv'or. 
And I ha\a' ka pt it -aa r Miiack ,, 

lla laid tlir kaa^ (Imwii rni ilic hall lahka 

‘"^Idiat \s a Ih 1 ^aid Sn' Ah' < m k *r< ‘d ' ^ a h< i'' ' 1 hat ni 'di' d 
^ I knou. IT' - asl" )> ! ’ 

' M\' wif'' was at li'aii's I \a>it('d h' i‘ F' m ^ n ami heard her 

skTpiiip^ !)(■[< )!'• f w ' ih t' ► 1 H Id 

' N(*. Shr isas \',illi n • in lh'‘ ward' n "f \ illa Medici till 


niidniyhtd 

' I lirard Imr slrcpinyd 

A Inr.k of (‘oiiPaiij t "F wdv-s it pity ?-- Ilitt'sl aiTows 

C<'sari'\s fa<‘f'. 

' ltrcans(' you Ihoiiwlif sh'' mn t !.<•/ In' s.ai'h 
' \d >11 (dlFo t' > s;i\^ V 

‘ T oarin' in \\ il h In r I Inal niidil d 

‘ >11 ’ Sir Ain od' »rc n nuk' a site lit nir>\a irn nt f< >r\vard, 

chneknd liirns' lf, and sto d still. 

' Awaiiist^icr will. I 'tiiK^ s1ay'<l a f''W niniiitfW d 
Ahcr<‘ was an uinn w1 :d..ahk‘ nr.-Mit <•[ tnilh in* tlm voio. ^ 
That, and tin' nin'Xp' ol '-(hn'ss of tin- Iasi W'>rds, (dOikaitlv 
made nn Sir Ain' >d' a-'' an i n in n'ln.'', a ml 0 ri d A', ilii{S' dsion. 
Aln‘ man ivh') (‘oiikl sa\^ th.at, in that wav, \vas a man of 
truth. ^ 

' Shn did not wish \a)U to CMdlic in ? ’ ' 

‘ Sho did not wish me i'o oono^ rn, to h'^with nor 
Sir Thoodoic h'sitatod, with his esa s aFik mw ti>a‘d upon 

(d'saro. Little drops of sweat hurst out on his forAneai^, 

T\iiee he (>|M in <l his h|)s aiid did mat speak. A^t lenyth, 
with a dilheult effort, he said : ^ ^ 

' W hat have V(au coiix' here for now' ? It is not to see her. 
She is dradd 

‘ I have come to o]aim rny childd 

Again the silence fell hetween them.*- In it there tiX)k 
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place a tearful resurRcfion. Tlu' pr,frnt-ial fatlirr, striek.-u 
d(mn ^n^Sir TIhmmIofo for tli<^ nioni' iit the illni/ss atrd 
of Dolores, rose pyt if from tli^' rm^ e at the las^vv/ids, 

‘ MyVhihih \Nith an almost wihMx :r,t dr ,ir-' to upon 

yiid make aiw <1id <d the ullii ho had ^ 1 1 1< re.^le in. 
raye f)f p( )sses.^;y 3 j I tooh Irkl n[H»iL hini. 1 [<‘ had hist t hs‘ 
^ atf^ h'^^k^dliL^ t() 1 ho ehlld^Y \\ a^ ho aoiii_^ 

t^T'^S^Oeft ^witli ^le.il hm^^ ? At I led ino] I ir 1 1 1 lio 1 p 1 h >1 1 por 

d^bffted the ^earful .pioxtion. ![.■ no h.na' r a^lo li liiiii>df 
whsdhery!^ notdhe ehild '.'.a'> hi-> I Tlio child h:id l»o. n horn 
in his la^Tlio, of hi > \N ifo, ;Llidl( ^ I loii Id hr Ins, 1 [<■ u ( nih i e|oso 
• his M'ars to < O' lo^; nee *( 1,1 id h l s 1 1 1 1 1 m 1 I o is asoi*. 1 fo \\ ( h i ! 1 1^1 lot 
areuo,*Iishn ( *; ser. ]fr would ^r' 1 aid ho would hold. 

Th'/ etnhl >"Jionhl * e/, n him a^ f.ilh'i’. 1 Lo wisilil tako I ho 
chihd to Idipland, or^o o ,] i lo*. 1 1 d m 1 1 land, ^^ho^o no c\nl 
tmi^^nies* w oiild e\e r \-dii p r a (^.iihl as fo hn^ patri-nidn 
Even tho firrv of jralousy and of hninili.ihoti ^-aiik a^^a’/ at 
that moTiitait fron^ his hoar! . h/o n hohes ^ was fo-^nytlon. 
E\'<j^V ( kh'.T forliiiL: V, a > t r.fi nph d do\r ii 1 ly tho i h [ i rmi nat loll 
^o^e r] ) p< issrssr )[[ of I h' ■ < ' h I Id . 

He took n[) tho lalehic \ .nd put il info hi-^ pocln t. 

\ 01.1 tffjk lil.o a m.i'^iiaii, Ir* said, iiin^t ask you 

to e>).’ 

Cesare stood looking at him. 

oil iTiust oi\'e up my ehild.’ ^ 

'^Do V( )Ti w’ant evah ne<' ? I was w Ith vou % wifi' at tdh'vano 

I\orn;iJ^) on^he niahit of tin* tw. nd^-o ei.nd (.[ kid Ss pf onihor, 

the ^ipfht MoiTte])nmo lull' <1 Inmo'lf tli< re.' 

‘ Do ! ’ repoatopl Sir Tli'^Mh»rr, 

But Cesare dr< ■ w I or-f‘aS(; and took frisin it a 

'folded /,^(set of noh p;ipor. $ ^ 

‘ it \n )U dsf Iio^^ ill' ‘Ve look dt t hal 

He If^ld ti^r.ls Sir Th oodore IhinersS Maiierllhs note o] 

, warAiiip to Dolores. 

• ' Y<'U( wife b^^nUtliat to me diro(‘Hy sIlf' is is i\epl it. Ye>r 
will see that slie li^ns writtep somo words on itd 
SirT^sx! ore read tie; note and t<sre it up. 

’TJTi ’ Ir- said. 

You must Sive up mV child.’ 

I sflall pa pftlT: -ydth the child.’ 
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‘ Do you still believe the ehild is yours ? ’ 
c Sir Th</^:)clore elruehcd his hands. 

‘ f, sh:i1l not part vitli ^he (‘hild/ Iv' reiterated, doygedl;^. 

*1 v\dia\'e it 1 ' said (.(‘Sare. 

A v*iekVl l(M)k (;aiii<‘ into his faee. 

‘ Shr tonk iiir and threw me a\s ay, as if I/ied niy loV(? were 

,nottiiiiLa’ li<‘ said ; amt laav his \(^i(‘e. ^siiak<ri tla^ 

rneniory of his wrony up in him. ‘^If she ha(rFi*^'d 

I don't tiiow ^\hat I should ha\ e ItV dillieiilt f.^r 

a man to liedit ae.-iinst a woman. Rut slic Lsufe^ aru] we 

men are left. Lh fore she Wf nt she eave a ('hild to^^ie — to 

ITis V('iee wudd< Illy rose, and h‘ stihek his breast 

viohnflv. 'Not t') \a»u. l)'\'oii 111 ar ? /\iid 1 k have 

~ ^ f 

vhat she pave rnr, vliat hclones to me.’ v 
Tie moved forward x ioh iil hy , tla.n sb.MMl still. 

' Ah ! ’ h< ‘ said, 

He look'd down the ysas-aye on ili'* risdit. Llaro was A 
slisdit lajslliny sound and Nui’sc d< nmries a[i[M’ar< d, dissscd 
ts) go a\Nay. Ikdor'* shf* eoiiM sptak C' sare was besiikyher, 
and had s* izec.l her 1 »\' I h<' ai ni. , 

‘ You knew' ! Sho told \'ou ! ' la’ said. ' Tell him who is 
th(‘ father of tie.; ehild.’ ^ * 

Nurse Jeiiiiinys |o(»ked at Sir d'la od.ire witlmit speak-inLU 
Under the steady ey< s of tie' ^^oma^l, e\s s that were still 
red with weeping for his l< ad wife, sone thing w\thin Itiiu 
Seemed t(.) e^flapse. All the dogW'die .'.s ne lted, was swep^ 
awav, urid'.-r a -toir' iit of eousielion, of humiliation, (sk 
despair. He f< It imjM.tent, no more a man, ifteapa^'le r»f, 
flirt her_ assert ion of any rivlil - if he possessed ■ it-*-]re\a[fnble 
of an V struvale, of any furtli' r o -usl a nee. His h<- ad droj'ped. 
He looked suddeiih' v< ars' . Th __ 

An eksdrie lx 11 sounded. Fa'f liTe* apix ars'd, starjng with 

his aiixi<iu,s (■%•< .s. H'.’ ui-fit til 't '4^ ripniFii it. 

Mrrli anieally Sir Theodore looke'J u{) and sa'^^y^n the'' thres- 
hold Ladv Sarah. Slowly he went to her and't(X)k her hand.* 
Tbsldmg it tightly he tuniVd towarels tlie* nar^e and Cgsare. ' 
'Led her bake th<‘ (‘hild ! ’ he^said in a b'Ld, unsteady 
Voice. ‘If she 'will — let h< r — let her — she hms ToM me — 
she told me , yesteTelay *-shea cares very m^ch for 
children.’ ^ 

He dropped Lady Sarah's hand, and l^fUthepi. wTnt 
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into the’dcad woman’s mom, and sank down on the’sofa. 
He Iclt terribly tireij, linixle-d. 

Ifmy lie sat lleTe almie he did >iot know. Bu't 
^rt^sejitly he heard a krt<M'k. It vAs reiterate < 1 , IjuIVil' did 
not Bt'[-ily to And nt last* tie' door \sas oj^ned and 

Xurse^ Jeiinirffei’^caiiie in. She shut th(.»de)or ’/■hind her 
and oaine to 

‘ Sir»T^'' ido»i_' eaid. 

id ri9t spL-%ik (di I'^tk uj). 

• tnr Theodore i; 

SUe sa^^ow^t \-i;ry ne.-ir t'l him. 

‘ I ar%goino m'.ay, bu^ I e<iul<ln’t go without speakinii to 

n-oui^ , 

‘ Wilt siie t:>>- tho ehil^l ? ' le. ^;iid, \vifli(»ut iiKjving ur 
lookiiiL^at li«r, Is sIf’ L:"iii'_^^ tli'* I'liild ? 

Yes, I think sIh; Avfll. Shn liitlc EhiUrnn.’ 

lie shnT:Tb-d. ^ * 

Thru — tiTTL IIfte \s iimlliiiiA" iiioF*’ to sav.' 

‘ Yes, th'T'b' \s jn‘J_ 1 Ills. ^ ] d' 'lid want t< > hurt y< >11, * hint I 
nn^Usay it. For 1 fr< l I owe it to her. All (hw has eoine 
rJiout breausr she lo\'( d you tc'o nnn'ln neT'; tlian a man 
desidrves to lie lovetl, I Ihink, and you 'll foruike ! ’ 

‘•Loved Viie t"(.) mu'di W lie multeibbl. '•Lowd me tun 
rniiet# I ’ . 


‘ Yes. ,^nr‘ ni'jht, wleui you ws m’ li\hny at Fraseati, I 
w'aValone with h- r h- r<‘, and sIf’ ^*ld nF --ao^Mid us told 
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* ‘ I saifl^“ l\^my^Avomen want^h;i^.” Xot lik>‘ me,’' she 
said.* I can't lt#a^ it, if /ha\uny a eliild.'’ sViid thm she 
said^ j^ribVher \^ee — wshl, it roally was toiTihlm — I ruai to 
Jhnve a/ chllbl I ” And then, [treseJ^ly, she told me — she 

told me — r ’ , ^ • 

The voiee the nurse sln^ok. 

‘ ’ said Sir Theodore. Ydiat ? ' 

told me*she needed the cliild lor you.’ 

‘ For jae ? ’ * 
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‘ Yes. She said : '' Beeausu I havurrt ^iven my'husband 
a child he. doesn’t care for me any more.” And last all 
sne^said : ” II(‘ wUl never care for me ayain unless i dan give 
hin\ a^diild. lie Mame.^^me lu eaus^ we have no eliild, 
doesn’t\sy it, hut he makev. me frel it, eve ry day and f 11 the 
t'rne.” And th<a. she cried aeain, and lei me know ho^r 
terrilily she cared for you, and lasw terrihts ^'^e felt it, your 
'’being always with that family. AnVl at Vae kist L^sgyi 

‘ ^Vhat ? ’ asked Sir Tti* <)ds)re, in a strange voica* an 
awak au d voice. 

‘ I said, ” I should like to bring it home your husband 
what he b made you suffer.” ’ 

There \\as a long silencr. Tlvm tlu- nurse got up. 

'She made nie gv'- my }>r<»mi:s'' (Hi homur ne^aa to tell 
you. W^'ll, 1 ’ve broln n it, and ] had to. And thio I will 
say, Sir Theodore, that luaaT uas thkre a man l<>\-cd better 
than you have bern, n<>r 'Hw' t hat jUiuhr-- b" .d the ,»aiy of a 
u'omarks love less than you. And tins 1 vill say, trx*, that 
whatca'er she may ha\a‘ (hnu* tjie real reason of its doing 
was you. Pretty \sell all tlu' big things ^^(.lluHl do are done 
for men, I believe. Fo*)lieh it may be, but I suppose it ’s 
human neture. We are nunle so, aiid must ))Ut up vith it.’ 

She paused, d’ears ve re runn’ng down her ^Uieeks. lie 
sat gazing at Iwr witlmnt a nord. 

‘ Go(Hl-b}'e, Sir Th'‘- '^lore.’ ^ 

She pulled out her handta isdiird. 

With an effort he got uj). lb; did md ta^ e Iwr liand, Irit 
she t('H>k his. ^ 

‘ I ’m sorrvy’ she said. ' Put 1 had to tell \a)U, j-,romise 
or no YUoinise. I felt I ov ed it to her.’ 

‘ Yes, VijU owed it to luH'.’ 

‘ And tlirough it all, to 111}^'* ' ’ ‘ .j, she m va.r wws bad. 
N(s, she was good right uj) to tlie (Hid. She was, ^he was I 

' She was better tlian I ! ’ lie a iswer(dl. ^ 

The nurse gripjied his hand and !< ft him. 

As she went (.)ut of the room he sank (hswn again" on the 
sofa, and leaned forward, with his elboAs on his knees rtnd 
his hea<l in his hands. 

‘ Better tliun I 1 ’ he repe.',it('d. ‘ IktUr tlian t-O 

* } 


THE END. 
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